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In all the bank exams, the verbal
sections tests the candidate's famil-
iarity with grammar, vocabulary,
and thought flow, in separate ques-
tions and in reading comprehension
tasks.

The question that many ask is -
how should one approach the sec-
tion? This would depend on the can-
didate's familiarity with English.

- Those who are comfortable
with grammar and vocabulary
would do well to deal with these
questions first, since they can
answer such questions quickly with
a reasonable assurance of accuracy.
They could then move on to the
other tasks such as paragraph
sequencing and reading comprehen-
sion, which need a little more time.

- Those who understand the lan-
guage but are not sure of its intrica-
cies should first look at the RC
questions and then the paragraph
sequencing questions. These can be
answered with some correctness
since what is needed is general
understanding of context along with
recognition of logical thought-flow.

Bank PO Exams

Other questions can be attempted
after this.

When attempting RC passages,
candidates should first read through
the passage without getting into
analysis of the ideas presented. With

and plot the sequence. This would
mean recognising the context, the
overall theme, and the purpose of
the paragraph. The candidate should
watch out for pointers, such as
grammatical connectives and refer-
ences, as well as logical connections
between the lines.

Tips for English

Language

this they will get an (i) an outline of
the key ideas and how they are
arranged, and (ii) the overall theme.
The simpler questions can be
answered with this. The questions
based on contextual meaning and
questions of analysis will require
closer reading, but now the candi-
date would know which parts need
to be re-read.

When attempting the paragraph
sequencing questions, the candidate
must read through all the sentences,

Section

-

When attempting a 'cloze' pas-
sage (the paragraphs with multiple
blanks to be filled with appropriate

3-01-2011

835053°80

words) the candidate must attempt
to grasp the overall content of the
paragraph

and recognise the thoughts that
would fill the blanks. The candidate
should also consider the other key
words in the sentences, to see what
sort of sense they provide, of the
context. With the use of these 3
aspects together, it will be possible
to fill in the blanks with the appro-
priate words.

The same approach (as in the
previous paragraph) would help the
candidate fill in the blanks in the
sentences that present

- 2 blanks and pairs of
words.
For grammar

based questions, the
candidates  should
read through the sen-
tences, identify the
main ideas (main
clauses) and sub-
ideas  (subordinate
phrases or clauses);
examine the thought-flow in each;
examine the connectives; and final-
ly, examine the placement of quali-
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fiers. This will help in spotting
errors and in identifying appropriate
corrections.

In all cases, the candidates must
read through the content, (whether
the directions to the questions, or
the question statements, or the
choices), with care, so as not to miss
small detail.

Above all, the important thing is
not to get stuck on a question. A dif-
ficult question should be given a lit-
tle more time, but only a little. If it
takes too long, it is better to leave it
and move on, so as to make best use
of the available time.

In short, the candidate should
proritise according to his or her
strengths, be careful in the attempts,
and be judicious in time manage-
ment. With this, it will be possible
to perform well in the verbal seg-
ment of the bank exams.
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