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Solutions for CAT 2018 VARC – Morning (SLOT – 1) 
 
4891686851 
The answer to this question lies in the penultimate 
paragraph where the author calls the “Keep America 
Beautiful” initiative as a “clever misdirection”. The 
author states that although the efforts seem 
benevolent, they “obscure the real problem. Hence it 
can be inferred that the author considers the Keep 
America Beautiful organization a sham.  
Ans : (a sham as it diverted attention away from the 
role of corporates in plastics pollution) 
 
4891686850 
The author implies that focusing on a minuscule 
reason as consumer behavior to solve a grave problem 
of such a huge magnitude as plastics pollution is 
similar to what hammering a nail is to halting a falling 
skyscraper. Throughout the passage the author dwells 
on the fact that focusing only on consumer behavior as 
a factor responsible for plastics pollution is irrational. 
This is particularly evident from the last sentence of the 
first paragraph. Although the option ‘focusing on 
single-use plastic bags…’ is seemingly close, using 
plastic bags is a part of consumer behavior and hence 
it cannot be the actual cause per se. The remaining 
options are not stated in the passage. 
Ans : (focusing on consumer behavior to tackle the 
problem of plastics pollution)  
 
4891686847 
It can be clearly inferred from the penultimate 
paragraph of the passage that the author is in 
agreement with the journalist Heather Rogers that 
Keep America Beautiful has actively thwarted 
legislation that would increase extended producer 
responsibility for waste management. Further, in the 
last para of the passage the author also mentions 
that  “our huge problem with plastic is the result of a 
permissive legal framework that has allowed the 
uncontrolled rise of plastic pollution”.  From this it can 
be deduced that the author would support “the passing 
of regulations targeted at producers that generate 
plastic products” to address the problem.  
Ans :  ( passing regulations targeted at producers that 
generate plastic products.)  
 
4891686848 
While options 2, 3, and 4 are mentioned in the third 
para of the passage, option 1 “air pollution caused 
during the process of recycling of plastics” is not 
mentioned. Hence it is not listed as one of the negative 
effects of the use of plastics. 
Ans : (air pollution caused during the recycling of 
plastics) 
 
4891686849 
The answer to this question is explicit from the last 
sentence of the first paragraph. The lie refers to the 
blame assigned to the consumers for the 
indiscriminate use of plastics. The remaining options 
are mere distractions. 
Ans : (blame assigned to consumers for indiscriminate 
use of plastics) 
 

4891686857 
It can be understood from para 4 of the passage that 
Dubai develops sophisticated technologies to monitor 
its inhabitants’ states of mind. Hence the option 
‘develops sophisticated technologies … states of mind’ 
is the best answer to this question. The remining 
options are neither stated in the passage nor can they 
be inferred from it. 
Ans : (develops sophisticated technologies to monitor 
its inhabitants’ states of mind) 
 
4891686856 
It can be inferred from the author’s tone that he/she is 
not particularly in favor of the quantification of 
happiness and making a fleeting emotion like 
happiness an “overarching goal”. From this it is evident 
that the author would like economists to  incorporate 
psychological findings into their research cautiously. 
The remaining options cannot be inferred from the 
passage. 
Ans : ( incorporate psychological findings into their 
research cautiously.) 
 
4891686854 
The author explains how various stakeholders are 
involved in the business of quantifying happiness and 
have even developed intrusive ways of gathering data 
on the well-being. This view can be weakened by 
stating that stakeholders, globally, are moving away 
from collecting data on the well-being of individuals. 
The option ‘individuals worldwide…. Increase their 
well-being’ which appears to be the correct answer can 
be ruled out because the focus here is not as much on 
individuals as it is on stakeholders who have more or 
less intruded into the lives of people to collect data on 
well-being and monitor their happiness quotient. 
Hence, the author’s view can be undermined only by 
stating that stakeholders are moving away from 
collecting data on the happiness of individuals. 
Ans : (Stakeholders globally are moving away from 
collecting data on the well-being of individuals.) 
 
4891686953 
In the first paragraph, the author mentions an 
observation (fear inherited by progeny) that cannot be 
explained by Darwin and Mendel. The second 
paragraph talks about the presumed dominance of 
Darwin and Mendel. The third paragraph introduces 
Wilson’s theory and subsequent paragraphs explain 
how acquired traits are inherited, using Wilson’s 
theory. Thus, the author argues that Wilson’s theory 
can explain (by introducing the ‘chemical imprints’) in 
a better way than can Mendel’s or Darwin’s. This 
sense is given by the highlighted option, which is the 
best option.  
Option “Wilson’s … Mendel’s”: correct as per the 
reasons given.  
Option “Darwin’s … evolution”: incorrect because the 
passage goes far beyond the inadequacy of Darwin’s 
explanation.  
Option “Mendel’s… evolution”: incorrect because the 
author views Mendel’s theory as an inadequate 
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concept to explain the inheritance of acquired 
characteristics.  
Option “Darwin’s … evolution”: incorrect because the 
author denies their adequacy in the first paragraph 
itself.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
 
4891686955 
The author’s main argument is that Natural selection 
and inheritance cannot explain the inheritance of 
acquired characteristics. This message can be 
negated if these two factors are the sole factors at 
work. Thus, the highlighted option, which states this is 
the best option.  
Option “a study … human adaptation”: incorrect 
because it actually supports the main message. 
Option “a study … on evolution”: correct as per the 
reasons given.  
Option “a study… to evolution”: incorrect because this 
also supports the main message of the passage.  
Option “a study… processes”: incorrect because this 
option also supports the main message. 
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
 
4891686687 
For this kind of question, we need to identify the correct 
options and eliminate them.  
Option “elephant mothers are… threats”: correct. The 
fourth paragraph says that ‘calves are now being born 
to and raised by ever younger and inexperienced 
mothers’. And the fifth paragraph also mentions (in the 
last sentence) ‘inattentive mothering’. Basing on these 
two pieces of information, we cannot infer that the 
author claims the ‘newer ways of rearing their claves’. 
Thus, this is a claim that is not made by the author.  
Option “elephants … as do humans”: incorrect 
because the third paragraph mentions ‘profoundly 
social creatures’ and the period ’70 years’.  
Option “human … communities”: incorrect because 
this is directly mentioned in the first sentence of the 
fourth paragraph.  
Option “the elephant … that of humans”: incorrect 
because the last sentence of the fifth paragraph (… 
exhibit behavior typically associated with post-
traumatic stress disorder… in humans’). 
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : elephant mothers are evolving newer ways of 
rearing claves to adapt to emerging threats. 
 
4891686686 
As per the first paragraph, Bradshaw says “… I use the 
term ‘violence’… because of the intentionality…”. This 
implies that Bradshaw uses the word violence to 
emphasize this ‘intentionality’. This sense is given by 
the option ‘there is a purposefulness….. each 
other’.       
Ans : there is a purposefulness in human and  
elephant aggression towards each other. 
 
4891686689 
The author uses the word fabric to indirectly refer to 
intense social relation between elephants. The 
expression ‘frayed by’ indicate ‘becoming worn 
because of friction’. This implies that the social 
relationships are torn because of the trauma created 

by human intrusion. This is a metaphor. Thus, the 
correct option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : a metaphor for the effect of human activity on 
elephant communities. 
 
4891686688 
Bradshaw argues elephants, like humans, feel the 
trauma when they witness the massacres of their 
family members. Basing on this, we can assume that 
he would prefer a ‘trauma treatment’ for elephants 
along the lines of that given to humans under similar 
condition. Thus, the highlighted option, which states 
this, is the best option.  
Option “funding … aggression”: incorrect because this 
is the argument presented by elephant researchers, an 
argument Bradshaw seeks to oppose.  
Option “studying … aggression”: incorrect because 
Bradshaw’s main argument is related to trauma, but 
this study has no direct bearing with trauma.  
Option “the development”: correct as per the reasons 
given above.  
Option “increased funding… similarities”: incorrect 
because the similarity has already been endorsed by 
Bradshaw and he is not likely to support further 
research.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : The development of treatment programmes for 
elephants drawing on insights gained from treating 
post traumatic stress disorder in humans. 
 
4891686685 
The author mentions the increase in incidence of 
violence between humans and elephants, rejects the 
elephant researchers’ explanation and goes on to tell 
that the traumatic stress among elephants, as it does 
in humans, has enhanced their aggressive behavior. 
This sense is given by the highlighted option, which is 
the best option.  
Option “Elephants… social creature”: incorrect 
because the focus is not on social behavior.  
Option “Recent … response”: correct as per the 
reasons given above.  
Option “the brain… similar”: incorrect because the 
similarities mentioned are a minor concept in the 
passage. 
Option “the relationship… hostility”: incorrect because 
this option ignores the major notion of traumatic stress. 
Ans : Recent elephant behavior could be understood 
as a species-wide trauma related response. 
 
4891686768 
This question, one on rhetoric purpose, asks us to 
understand why a particular phrase is used. The 
passage states that Second World War ‘continues to 
be seen as little more than mood music in the drama 
of India’s advance towards independence and partition 
in 1947’. This implies that it is viewed as a background 
music while the fight for independence is the main 
drama. Thus, the highlighted option, which states this, 
is the best option. 
Option “a backdrop … region”: correct as per the 
reasons given above.  
Option “a tragic … wealth.”: incorrect because this 
option implies that the War is a significant event, but 
the public viewed it as insignificant event.  
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Option “a part … on India”: incorrect because the ill-
effects of colonial rule are not mentioned in this context.  
Option “setting the … subcontinent”: incorrect 
because, while the issue of partition is mentioned, the 
reasons for the rivalry are not hinted at in this context.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.    
Ans : a backdrop to the subsequent independence 
and partition of the region. 
 

4891686769 
The second paragraph says that ‘further, the political 
trajectory of the postwar subcontinent has militated 
against popular remembrance of the war’, and uses 
the expression ‘with partition and the onset of India-
Pakistan rivalry, both … fresh stories for self-
legitimization…’. This implies that India did not 
acknowledge because they want ‘self-legitimization’. 
This sense is given by highlighted option, which is the 
best option.  
Option “wants to… country”: incorrect because this is 
not given as a reason.  
Option “blames … country”: incorrect because India 
did not blame the War for the partition.  
Option “views … supporting role”: incorrect because 
the passage explicitly says that India played significant 
role (as per the first sentence of the fourth paragraph). 
Option “has been… identity”: correct as per the 
reasons given above.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted one.  
Ans : has been focused on building an independent, 
non-colonial political identity 
 

4891686770 
As per the second paragraph, India’s conception 
‘reflected the fact that both academic history and 
popular memory have to yet to come to terms with 
India’s Second World War’. This implies that the 
omission is a reflection of academic and popular view. 
Thus, the highlighted option, which reflects this, is the 
best option.  
Option “is something… memorial”: incorrect because a 
possibility of future construction of a separate 
memorial is not mentioned in the given context. 
Option “appropriate … memorial”: incorrect because 
inclusion of their names in the India Gate memorial is 
not hinted at.  
Option “a reflection … War”: correct as per the 
reasons given above.  
Option “a reflection … governments”: incorrect 
because this is a sweeping statement and priorities are 
not mentioned in the context.  
Ans : a reflection of the academic and popular view of 
India’s role in the War 
 
4891686766 
The author uses the expression ‘India’s contribution to 
the Second World war is airbrushed out of existence’. 
This implies that the author feels bad for ignoring that. 
The option “ there is no recognition… War’, which 
gives this sense, is the best option.  
Option “Funds will … India Gate memorial”: incorrect 
because the author does not imply that the money 
spent on war memorial is a waste.  
Option “India lost … World War”: incorrect because, 
though this is true, the author does not lament this in 
the context.  

Option “There is no recognition… War: correct as 
per the reasons given above.  
Option “the new war … India Gate”: incorrect because 
the author does not reject the new war memorial.  
Ans : there is no recognition of the Indian soldiers who 
served in the second World War 
 
4891686767 
The author lists the outcomes of World War II from the 
third paragraph onwards. For this EXCEPT question, 
we need to identify all correct options and eliminate 
them.  
Option “US recognition… War”: incorrect because this 
is a correct statement; the fourth paragraph says that 
… this led the United states to take considerable 
interest in the country’s future…’.  
Option “the large… War”: correct because this is a 
wrong statement: as per the fifth paragraph, ‘in a 
stunning reversal of its long-standing financial 
relationship Britain, India finished the war as one of the 
largest creditors to the imperial power’. This implies 
that India is a ‘creditor’, not a ‘debtor’. Thus, this is the 
incorrect option and thus, is the correct option for the 
except question.  
Option “large-scale … famine”: incorrect because this 
is correct as per the sixth paragraph, which uses the 
expression ‘… with the Bengal famine the most 
extreme manifestation of wartime deprivation’.  
Option “independence of… countries”: incorrect 
because this is an outcome of the War. As per the third 
paragraph, ‘the Second World War played a crucial 
role in both the independence and partition of India…’.  
Thus, the highlighted option is the correct option.  
Ans : the large financial debt India owed to Britain after 
the War 
 
4891686953 
In the first paragraph, the author mentions an 
observation (fear inherited by progeny) that cannot be 
explained by Darwin and Mendel. The second 
paragraph talks about the presumed dominance of 
Darwin and Mendel. The third paragraph introduces 
Wilson’s theory and subsequent paragraphs explain 
how acquired traits are inherited, using Wilson’s 
theory. Thus, the author argues that Wilson’s theory 
can explain (by introducing the ‘chemical imprints’) in 
a better way than can Mendel’s or Darwin’s. This 
sense is given by the highlighted option, which is the 
best option.  
Option “Wilson’s … Mendel’s”: correct as per the 
reasons given.  
Option “Darwin’s … evolution”: incorrect because the 
passage goes far beyond the inadequacy of Darwin’s 
explanation.  
Option “Mendel’s… evolution”: incorrect because the 
author views Mendel’s theory as an inadequate 
concept to explain the inheritance of acquired 
characteristics.  
Option “Darwin’s … evolution”: incorrect because the 
author denies their adequacy in the first paragraph 
itself.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : Wilson’s theory of evolution is scientifically 
superior to either Darwin’s or Mendel’s 
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4891686955 
The author’s main argument is that Natural selection 
and inheritance cannot explain the inheritance of 
acquired characteristics. This message can be 
negated if these two factors are the sole factors at 
work. Thus, the highlighted option, which states this is 
the best option.  
Option “a study … human adaptation”: incorrect 
because it actually supports the main message. 
Option “a study … on evolution”: correct as per the 
reasons given.  
Option “a study… to evolution”: incorrect because this 
also supports the main message of the passage.  
Option “a study… processes”: incorrect because this 
option also supports the main message. 
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : a study highlighting the criticality of epigenetic 
inheritance to evolution 
 
4891686954 
As per the sentences ‘that is not supposed to happen. 
Generations of school children have been taught that 
the inheritance of acquired characteristics is 
impossible’. Then the author goes on to explain how 
the acquired traits (fear of almonds in the Emory 
University) are inherited. Thus, the best option is the 
highlighted option (acquired characteristics) 
Ans : acquired characteristics 
 
4891686952 
The metaphor of dog walker (genes) struggling with a 
brawny mastiff (human culture) decides the pair’s 
trajectory (the pathway of evolution). The multiple 
‘dogs’ influencing the dog walker include 
‘developmental factors’ ‘epigenetics’ and 
‘ecological legacies’ among many others mentioned. 
The dog walker (genes) and all these factors influence 
the trajectory of evolution. Thus, highlighted option, 
which contains all these factors, is the best option.  
Ans : genetic, epigenetic, developmental factors and 
ecological legacies 
 
4891686578 
Statement 1 opens the paragraph with the general 
observation that the woodland’s canopy receives most 
of the sunlight that falls on trees. 4, which mentions 
that hundreds of thousands of insects fly in the 
sunshine, is a logical continuation of 1. Note the link 
between “sunlight” in 1 and “sunshine” in 4. 3 follows 4 
explaining how the insects fall prey to swifts. 2 
concludes the paragraph laying further emphasis on 
swifts. Therefore, statements 1432 form a logical 
sequence.        Ans : 1432 
 
4891686610 
The paragraph states that production and legitimation 
of scientific knowledge can be approached from a 
number of ways, then talks about sociology of 
professions perspective, and brings out the demerit 
that this perspective restricts to selective members and 
that this prevents non-professionals from offering their 
ideas. This sense is given by the highlighted option, 
which is the best option.  
Option “the study of … perspectives”: incorrect 
because this option ignores the key demerit of one 

specific perspective, which is the key point in the 
paragraph.  
Option “the professions-approach… production”: 
incorrect because this high praise accorded in this 
option ignores the key demerit mentioned in the 
paragraph.  
Option “professions-approach … promote knowledge 
production”: incorrect this too ignores the key demerit 
discussed in the last paragraph of the passage.  
Option “professions-approach… as a function of a 
select few”: correct as per the reasons given above.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option. .  
Ans : Professions-approach aims at the 
institutionalization…..of a select few. 
 
4891686574 
Statement 4 begins the para by mentioning Cathy 
Perkins. 2 follows 4 mentioning who Cathy Perkins 
was. “It” in 2 refers to “the lump” mentioned in 4. 
Therefore, 2 follows 4 stating that Perkins had no clue 
as to what the lump was. 1 follows 2 explaining that the 
eventual diagnosis pronounced the lump to be skin 
cancer which seemed to have been addressed after 
treatment. 3 concludes the paragraph with the dismal 
observation that a routine scan showed that the cancer 
had spread to her lungs. Therefore, the logical 
sequence is 4213.      Ans : 4213 
 
4891686600 
The paragraph talks about artificial embryo twinning, a 
low-tech way, and then gives the explanation of the 
natural process of creation of identical twins that are 
genetically similar. The paragraph then equates both 
the artificial and natural processes. This sense is 
comprehensively given in the highlighted option, which 
is the best option.  
Option “artificial embryo … identical twins”: incorrect 
on two fronts: one, it is not ‘close’ to, but mimics, 
natural process and second, the important info about 
genetic similarity is missing in this option.  
Option “Artificial embryo… are formed”: incorrect 
because the twins are formed, as per the passage, 
within one day after fertilization, not during fertilization. 
Option “Artificial … fertilization”: correct as per the 
reasons given above.  
Option “artificial embryo… after fertilization”: incorrect 
because the use of ‘unlike’ in the context gives the 
sense of natural development is ‘high-tech’ and 
moreover, the paragraph talks about the ‘formation’, 
not ‘development’ of identical twins.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option. .  
Ans : Artificial embryo twinning is low-tech and 
mimetic ……….after fertilization. 
 
4891686816 
Statement 5, which has a generic tone and states the 
main idea on which the paragraph is based, is the 
opening statement of the paragraph. “This factoid” in 2 
refers to the factoid mentioned in 5 - August Magnan’s 
observation that the flight of the bumblebee is 
aerodynamically impossible. Hence 2 is a continuation 
of 5. 3 follows 2 drawing a comparison between the 
pronouncements made about bumble bees that they 
are incapable of flying  and the pronouncements made 
about translators that they are incapable of translating. 
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4 offers a logical completion to the paragraph stating 
that oblivious to all the pronouncements made 
bees continued to flit from flower to flower, and 
translators continue to translate. Therefore, 
statements 5,2,3,4 form a coherent paragraph. 
Statement 1 cannot be a part of the paragraph as it 
does not contribute to the logical coherence of the 
paragraph and the paragraph can still make sense 
even without this statement. Hence 1 is the odd man 
out.    
Ans : (Translators are like bumblebees) 
 
4891686592 
Statement 1, which begins with “most cases 
time  inconsistency is what prevents our going from 
intention to action” has  a general tone and  gives an 
introduction to what follows in the subsequent 
sentences. 3 contradicts 1 by taking about the specific 
case of immunization. 2 lends support to people not 
“cognizant” of the benefits of immunization by stating 
that people  continuously postpone getting their 
children immunized because they  would need to be 
constantly fooled by themselves. 5 is an extension of 
what is stated in 2. 4, which conveys a different idea, 
cannot form a part of the sequence 1,3,2,5 and is 
hence the odd man out. 
Ans : (In most cases, even a small cost of 
immunization was large enough to discourage most 
people.) 
 
4891686591 
Statement 3 begins the paragraph stating that the 
displacement of Bengal makes it an interesting case 
study. 2 follows 3 explaining the reason for the erosion 
– the shifting course of the Ganges. 4 follows 2 
explaining why the erosion remains invisible. 5 
concludes the paragraph stating that had the 
displacement been rapid sensitizing people to the 
human costs involved would have been possible. 
Therefore, statements 3,2,4,5 form a paragraph. 
Statement 1, which states that “Displacement in 
Bengal is thus not very significant in view of its 
magnitude” is unrelated to what is stated in the 
paragraph as it actually runs contrary to the views 
expressed in the paragraph and is therefore, the odd 
man out. 
Ans : (Displacement in Bengal is thus not very 
significant in view of its magnitude.) 
 
4891686824 
Statement 2 begins the paragraph stating that 
democracy and high levels of inequality of the kind that 

have come to characterize the United States are 
incompatible. 4 follows 2 explaining the incompatibility 
mentioned in 2. 1 follows 4 mentioning another group 
of people – the unwitting enablers - who contribute to 
the incompatibility. 3 concludes the paragraph saying 
that believing that they  are working for a better world 
these people are actually chipping away at the 
margins, making slight course corrections and  
ensuring the system goes on uninterrupted. Therefore, 
2413 is the logical sequence.   Ans : 2413 
 
4891687265 
Statement 1, which states that impartiality and 
objectivity are fiendishly difficult concepts and can lead 
to all sorts of injustices even if transparently 
implemented, is a general observation and states the 
main point on which the paragraph is based. 3 follows 
1 by specifically mentioning the example of Twitter in 
order to substantiate what is stated in 1. “It” in 2 refers 
to Twitter in 3. Therefore, 2 is a continuation of 3 as 4 
concludes the paragraph stating how Twitter stands as 
an example for the observation mentioned in 1. 
Therefore, 1324 is the appropriate sequence.  
          Ans : 1324 
 
4891686613 
The paragraph posits that the conceptualization of 
landscape is historically related to European 
conceptualization of the organism. This implies that the 
landscape concept was derived from concept of 
organism. Then, by saying that ‘it is no coincidence 
that…’, the passage clearly establishes that the 
structure of human body (organism) is the reason for 
the conceptualization of landscape. This sense is 
given by the highlighted option, which is the best 
option.  
Option “the study of … artists”: incorrect because the 
study of landscape was not an independent genre 
during the Renaissance.  
Option “landscape… sixteenth century”: incorrect 
because, as per the passage, it became ‘an 
independent’ , not a ‘major’ subject.  
Option “the Renaissance … art”: incorrect because the 
Renaissance artists facilitated an ‘understanding of the 
structure of landscape’, but they were not responsible 
for the study as a subject of art. 
Option “the three-dimensional … landscape”: 
correct as per the reasons given above.  
Thus, the best option is the highlighted option.  
Ans : The three-dimensional understanding…..of 
landscape. 

 


