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Solutions for CAT 2018 VARC – Afternoon (SLOT – 2) 
 
4891687259 
Option: access to information on the quality of 
teaching - has to be eliminated as the author refers to 
such data to arrive at conclusions.  Option - use of 
technology - is also not correct as the passage 
mentions “e-governance can be just as bad as any 
other governance”; the author is not trying to make a 
case against the usage of technology but pointing that 
it is not a primary factor to get any job done. Option - 
recruitment of motivated teachers - is the point in 
favor of which the author is arguing.  Option - 
elimination of government involvement - is the 
distortion of the author’s intent as in the last paragraph, 
the author mentions a possible reform in 
public/government sector. 
 
4891687258 
Option - the electronic monitoring system was a 
superficial solution to a serious problem. - will be 
the correct choice. The other Options have to be 
eliminated because the intent of the phrase is to signal 
negligence even in face of application of technology in 
the concerned clinics in Rajasthan. Refer to Para 2, “A 
recent study attempts to… motivation.” 
 
4891687257 
Options - analyse the shortcomings of government-
appointed nurses and their management through; 
find a solution to the problem of poor service 
delivery in education by examining different 
strategies - can be eliminated as they talks about a 
single case in point rather than capturing the gist of the 
passage.  Option - critique the government’s 
involvement in educational activities and other 
implementation-intensive services - can be 
eliminated as the passage also refers to other service 
providers (Refer to Para 2). Option - argue that some 
types of services can be improved by providing 
independence and requiring accountability - is the 
correct choice as suggested by the concluding 
statements of paragraph 4 and 5.  
 
4891687260 
Referring to Para 3 of the passage, the author wants 
to make a point that the primary requirement for quality 
service provision is the employment of committed 
professionals. Therefore, Option - are ineffective 
because they are managed by the government - 
can be eliminated as the aforementioned point has 
nothing to do with management or involvement of 
government. Option - are not as effective in the 
public sector as they are in the private sector. -  
deviates from the main point. Option -  improve the 
skills but do not increase the motivation of service 
providers. - contradicts the intent of the author. Option 
- do not improve services that need committed 
service providers. - captures the author’s intent that 
monitoring systems requiring face-to-face interactions 
are ineffective as the primary focus is on measurement 
of performance rather than the motivation of the people 
employed.  
 

4891687262 
According to Para 4: ‘The answer to successfully 
providing basic services is to create systems that 
provide both autonomy and accountability.’  Option - 
“If it were proven that increase in autonomy of 
service…” - makes a case against the second factor, 
that is, accountability, thus making it the most apt 
choice. Options - If absolute instead of moderate 
technological surveillance is exercised over the 
performance of service providers. and If it were 
proven that service providers in the private sector 
have better skills than those in the public sector. - 
do not concern the main argument at all. Option - 
Empowerment of service providers leads to 
increased complacency and rigged performance 
results. - is the premise on which the author has based 
his argument, and, hence, doesn’t make for an apt 
counter-argument. 
 
4891686845 
‘adding the least depth to the author’s argument’ 
means that we need to identify an answer option that 
does not in any way add any room for further 
argument. Option - More real-life illustrations of the 
consequences of employees and professionals 
gaming metrics-based performance measurement 
systems.  -  would do that as a couple of examples 
were already been given to prove the author’s point 
and a couple more similar examples would not add 
much weight to the author’s argument. 
 
4891686842 
The passage in general, and the third paragraph in 
particular, makes a case against standardized testing, 
which is a feature of the mentioned act. Hence, the 
Option - assessment is dependent on the teacher's 
subjective evaluation of students' class 
participation. - is the correct choice as it mentions 
‘subjective evaluation’. The other Options present a 
counter-view to the aforementioned statement.  
 
4891686841 
The author of the passage is trying to make a case 
against the use of measured performance as it is often 
in misalignment with the larger goals of an 
organization. Option - Long-term organisational 
goals should not be ignored for short-term 
measures of organisational success. - discussing 
long-term and short-term goals only mentions a 
component of the problem discussed.  Option - 
Performance measurement needs to be precise 
and cost-effective to be useful for evaluating 
organisational performance. - is a mere statement, 
a part of which is used as a premise by the author. 
Option - All kinds of organisations are now relying 
on metrics to measure performance and to give 
rewards and punishments.  - is not the author’s main 
idea. Option - Evaluating performance by using 
measurable performance metrics may misguide 
organisational goal achievement. - fits the intent of 
the passage. 
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4891686844 
The examples are discussed in the passage to show 
that the actions of professionals may be negatively 
influenced by the system that measures performances 
numerically. Option - Critical public roles should not 
be evaluated on metrics-based performance 
measures. - does not account for the negative effect. 
Option - The actions of police officers and 
surgeons have a significantly impact on society. - 
mentions an assumption underlying the argument of 
the author. Option  - Some professionals are likely 
to be significantly influenced by the design of 
performance measurement systems. -  partially 
mentions the author’s intent and then distorts it. Option 
- Metrics-linked rewards may encourage unethical 
behaviour among some professionals. - captures 
the gist of the passage. 
 
4891686843 
All the short-comings of the metric system are 
discussed separately in Paragraphs 2,3, and 4 of the 
passage, and the arguments made align with all the 
Options except with Option - Improving cooperation 
among employees leading to increased 
organisational effectiveness in the long run. -  
mentions a point in favor of the discussed system of 
performance measurement, which is a counter-view, 
making it the correct answer. 
 
4891686714 
The statement in the passage: “a distinct lineage (the 
snails with the white-lipped shells) was indeed 
endemic to the two very specific and distant places in 
question” brings to light that the white-lipped snails 
weren’t “wiped out”, countering Option -why the 
white-lipped variety of grove snails were wiped out 
everywhere except in Ireland and the Pyrenees. . 
The whole passage doesn’t concern itself with the 
migration of snails; hence, Option - how the white-
lipped variety of grove snails might have migrated 
from the Pyrenees to Ireland.- has to be eliminated. 
Para 2 of the passage makes a case against 
independent evolution of the snails; thus, Option - how 
the white-lipped variety of grove snails 
independently evolved in Ireland and the 
Pyrenees. - has to be eliminated.  
 
4891686717 
Para 3 of the passage mentions “Moreover, if they’d 
gradually spread across the continent, there would be 
some genetic variation within the white-lipped type, 
because evolution would introduce variety over the 
thousands of years it would have …”, indicating the 
absence of genetic variation. Option - The absence of 
genetic variation between white-lipped grove 
snails of Ireland and the Pyrenees. - corresponds to 
this idea.  
 
4891686715 
In the passage, co-incidental or convergent evolution 
is dismissed to present an argument in favor of sea-
travel of the snails, hence, making Option - the 
coincidental existence of similar traits in the white-
lipped grove snails of Ireland and the Pyrenees 
because of convergent evolution. - the correct 

answer. The other Options qualify as evidence that 
were consulted to make a point. 
 
4891686716 
As the question addresses food preference of the 
seafarers, Option - white-lipped grove snails may 
have inadvertently traveled from the Pyrenees to 
Ireland on the floor of the small, coast-hugging 
skiffs that early seafarers used for travel. - 
mentions a corresponding fact, not a conclusion. 
Option - the seafarers who traveled from the 
Pyrenees to Ireland might have carried white-
lipped grove snails with them as edibles. - is the 
correct choice as it mentions sea travel of snails in 
relation with the food preference of the travelers. The 
other Options can be eliminated on the grounds of not 
addressing the question. 
 
4891687280 
The passage concerns the age of Saturn’s rings, 
discussing evidences that point to its recency. Option 
- provide evidence that Saturn’s rings and moons 
are recent creations. - contradicts this statement 
directly. Option - demonstrate how the orbital 
patterns of Saturn’s rings and moons change over 
time.- mentions the orbital patterns of the moons and 
rings, which are discussed only in the last part of the 
final paragraph in the passage. Option - highlight the 
beauty, finer structures and celestial drama of 
Saturn’s rings and moons. - mentions a rhetorical 
statement that is used to begin the passage. Option - 
provide evidence that Saturn’s rings and moons 
are recent creations. - coincides with the aims of the 
passage (Refer to the concluding part of the passage).  
 
4891687282 
The final sentences in the passage aim to suggest that 
the prior belief of Thetys and Dione being 100M years 
old may be false; hence, Option - Thethys and Dione 
are less than 100 million years old. - can be 
eliminated. Option - Saturn’s lighter rings discolour 
faster than rings with greater mass. - can be 
eliminated by referring to the statement: “The lighter 
the rings are, the faster this will happen, for the less 
mass they contain, the less celestial pollution they can 
absorb before they start to discolour. . . .”  The 
statement “They suggest that at around the same time 
as the rings came into being an old set of moons 
orbiting Saturn destroyed themselves, and from their 
remains emerged not only the rings but also the 
planet’s current suite of inner moons” eliminates 
Option - Saturn’s rings were created from the 
remains of older moons. Option - none of Saturn’s 
moons ever had suitable conditions for life to 
evolve. - can be confirmed as the right answer by 
referring to the statement: “If Enceladus is both young 
and bears life, that life must have come into being 
quickly. This is also believed to have been the case on 
Earth.”         
 
4891687281 
The statement “The solar system is suffused with 
comet dust, and comet dust is dark. Leaving Saturn’s 
ring system (which Cassini has shown to be more than 
90% water ice) out in such a mist is like leaving laundry 
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hanging on a line downwind from a smokestack” 
confirms that Saturn’s rings have comet dust. Hence, 
Options with methane and helium can be eliminated. 
Since methane is a gas, the rock particles that the 
options refer to may be made up of water-ice; helium 
cannot fulfill this function. Hence, Option - rock 
particles and comet dust. - is the right choice. 
 
4891687283 
This is a question on application of a comparison made 
in the passage.  “leaving laundry hanging on a line 
downwind from a smokestack” is mentioned in para 3. 
This phrase is used in comparison with rings that are 
left open in the planet Saturn. This is to explain that  
like the clothes that hang downwind on a line get 
influenced by the wind blowing across, and they collect 
the particles from the wind, the rings, lighter in mass, 
in the Saturn also collect comet dust ( refer first few 
lines in para 3). In this process, the rings must start 
decoloring. The answer is  “rings discolour and darken 
over time”. This explains that author used the 
phrase in order explain the position of rings 
exposed to the dust. Choice: atmosphere absorbs 
comet dust is incorrect because the given phrase is 
relevant to the rings of Saturn, but not to the 
atmosphere. Choices Moons create a gap between the 
rings, & Rings lose mass over time, are irrelevant and 
away from the context of the question. These do not 
explain why the author makes the mention of laundry 
hanging on a line.  
 
4891687284 
The findings put forward by Cassini as said in the 
passage, establish that the reason for thinking that the 
rings of Saturn are young is that they have not yet 
become very dark as suggested by the context in the 
passage:  the rings left in the open downwind like a line 
of laundry collect dust, and start discoloring. Since 
they are not dark yet, and bright indeed, makes the 
answer. Cassini’s finding matched with other’s findings 
and are taken as true. Thus, Cassini could disprove 
the earlier assumption mentioned in line one in 
para 2 that every celestial object has been there 
from the beginning. 
 
4891687183 
The question needs to be answered with logic that 
whatever is the reason for the strength of the given 
theory must be reversed for weakening. We need to 
weaken the theory “random decision forest”. The 
theory is based on the concept that a team must be of 
high-ranking diverse professionals. (refer sentence no 
1 in para 2 and para 3). This team, referred to as a 
forest that ensembles of decision trees, (referring to 
the minds of professionals) as said para 3 in the last 
lines, must be trained on various data through bagging 
in order to reinforce the cognitive ability. In this 
process, HARDEST CASES – are used to train the 
trees to avoid mistakes by them. This ensures 
precision even in diversity. NOW, in order to weaken, 
choice: If a large number of decision trees in the 
ensemble were trained on data derived from easy 
cases, helps us. It evinces that the cases taken for 
training these trees are easy ones, the trees tend to fail 
in their decisions, and that in turn fails the concept of 

having a team of high-ranking accurate professionals. 
Choice 3: If a large number of decision trees in the 
ensemble were trained on data derived from easy and 
hard cases, is close, but mixes with hard cases, which 
might result in making the theory successful to an 
extent. Choices, If the types of decision trees in each 
ensemble of the forest were doubled,  & If the types of 
ensembles of decision trees in the forest were 
doubled, are only discussing the formation of forest, 
not about the training. Hence, they are incorrect.  
 
4891687187 
Correct answer is:  In the modern age, every field of 
knowledge is so vast that a meaningful assessment of 
merit is impossible. 
This question is on the purpose of an example used in 
the passage in the context of optimal hiring. Refer para 
2. The example used is in disfavor of the contention 
that a team should consist of the BEST of a variety of 
professionals. The author opines that no test can 
distinguish and show the talent as equal. In this 
scenario the example that in a collection of 
neuroscientists from best to worst, ranking will be a 
failure, because, in any specific situation, one may do 
better than the other because he may be more 
knowledgeable in that area of the subject.  This 
example is used to imply that no single person can 
know everything, for, the knowledge in an area is vast, 
and thus, it is impossible to have an acceptable 
assessment of merit. This drives the point that optimal 
hiring will be diverse. Choice : Unlike other fields of 
knowledge, neuroscience is an exceptionally complex 
field, making a meaningful assessment of 
neuroscientists impossible, is incorrect because it is 
referring to the subject, not to the individuals. It is 
impossible because, the individuals cannot be tested 
equally for the same rank, as they may all differ in their 
abilities. Choice: Neuroscience is an advanced field of 
science because of its connections with other 
branches of science like oncology and biostatistics,  is 
out of scope of the question. Choice:  In narrow fields 
of knowledge, a meaningful assessment of expertise 
has always been possible, is deviating from the focus 
of the question from the purpose of the example of 
neuroscientists.  
 
4891687186 
The correct answer is, If top-scorers possessed 
multidisciplinary knowledge that enabled them to look 
at a problem from several perspectives. – is based on 
the overall assumption of the passage.   
 
4891687185 
This is a negative factual question in which you have 
look for a point that does not agree with the subject 
matter in the question. The answer must be a point that 
the author has not analyzed in the context of 
meritocracy. The author’s analysis on meritocracy 
deals with the points:  
Criteria designed to assess merit are insufficient to test 
expertise in any field of knowledge. 
An ideal team comprises of best individuals from 
diverse fields of knowledge.  
Diversity and context-specificity are important for 
making major advances in any field.  
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as mostly mentioned in para 1, 2 & 3. The content in 
choice: criteria designed to assess merit are 
insufficient to test expertise in any field of knowledge 
is referred to in para 2 middle lines: each….exist. The 
content in choice modern problems are multifaceted 
and require varied skill-sets to be solved. is referred to 
in the beginning of the passage: the complexity 
…….factors.  The content in choice diversity and 
context-specificity are important for making major 
advances in any field is implied in the end of para 2. It 
is essential to read the entire paragraph to understand 
that the author critiques the point held by some people 
that teams must contain similarly qualified the best in 
the field, and in the end negates it. Choice:  an ideal 
team comprises of best individuals from diverse fields 
of knowledge, is the answer is established from the last 
few lines of para 1, and from para 4. Author critiques 
the principles of meritocracy and submits that a team 
is successful with heterogeneity as expressed in the 
last lines of the passage.  
 
4891687184 
This is a content specific question. The relevance to 
the question can be drawn to the beginning of the 
passage. The first sentence implies that modern 
problems preclude (prevent) arriving at a solution 
using one source of knowledge. The more factors to 
the cause, the more sources of knowledge are 
required for a solution. The question is context based. 
The correct answer is : A team comprised of 
nutritionists, psychologists, urban planners and media 
personnel, who have each performed well in their 
respective subject.  Choice : A team comprised of 
nutritionists, psychologists, urban planners and media 
personnel, who have each scored a distinction in their 
respective subject is close, but the but the clarity is in 
para 1 which cites that the multidimensional or layered 
character of complex problems also does not support 
(undermines) the principle of meritocracy which insists 
on hiring the best. Choice: A specialized team of top 
nutritionists…………..some knowledge of psychology 
is taking it to a global level, and does not meet the 
criteria in the first lines of the passage. Choice : A 
specialized team …..decision forest is irrelevant to the 
context of the question.  
 
4891686615 
The correct answer is 3. The paragraph evokes the 
possible need for Bad Samaritan laws with the 
condition that the supporters (proponents) clear the 
legal ground for certain aspects as mentioned in the 
paragraph. Choice 4 is wrong in that it is contextually 
ahead the state of the situation in the passage. If found 
alright, the laws must be enacted. But the paragraph is 
dealing with only testing for worth of being considered. 
Choices 1 is minimally related. Choice 2 is out of scope 
of the question. So, the best answer is 3.  
 
4891686606 
The correct answer is 2. Summary of the paragraph is 
derived from the information given. The passage 
evinces a regret that the once upon held optimism that 
playing sports caused deviance from delinquency was 
not established (premature), and why it remained 
unfulfilled was the researchers faced difficulty (failed) 

in arriving at the conclusion that sports, and deviance 
are related. The researchers failed because the 
insufficient results of studies did not help them to relate 
to deterrence theory. Refer the lines:  “As the initial 
………theory”. Choice 2 is correct because it carries 
the negative tone of the failure by the research, 
whereas choice 1 is taking the position ahead  
in the opposite direction. Choice 3 is a point  
given in the passage as a background to the context. 
Choice 4 is not supported by the passage, even 
though, the passage mentions that sports and 
delinquency could not separated from cultural 
variables. This does not mean the two are directly 
related, and the possibility is these two are individually 
related to the third, culture.   
 
4891687286 
Statements 1,2,4 and 5 talk about the increasing 
penetration of smart phones into our sleep patterns, 
depriving us of the much needed restful sleep. 
Statement 3, which defines sleep – as a blissful, 
untroubled troubled state too easily disturbed by 
earthly worries and guilty conscience – does not talk 
about the intervention of smart phones into our lives 
and has a generic tone. Hence option 3 - Sleep, 
nature’s soft nurse, is a blissful, untroubled state all too 
easily disturbed by earthly worries or a guilty 
conscience – is the odd man out. 
 
4891686587 
These sentences define self-management. Choice 1 
uses a transition word ‘thus’, and this cannot be the 
beginning, but the similar content is seen in 3, and 4. 
Of the two, 4 is another definition based on self-
management and thus, this can only follow 1. 
However, 3 is introducing the idea of self-management 
in the form of activities being in control of an individual 
suffering from a progressive disease, and thus can 
precede 1. Choice 2 and 3 are related with the noun 
‘control’ as a clue, and contextually, choice 2 leads  
the sequence. The correct order of sequence is 2, 3, 
1, and 4.  
 
4891686576 
This is a clear situation: a definition, location, example 
with relevant information. Choice 1 cannot start the 
sequence as it has to have a lead/antecedent for the 
pronoun ‘his’ which in turn is taking us to the choice 4. 
So, 1 follows 4. But, the term ‘phoenixing’ is defined in 
3, and thus, it may be felt that sentence 3 could 
precede 4, but sentence 2 is adding to the definition by 
another premise. Thus, the order of sequence must be 
3,2,4, and 1.  
 
4891686823 
Statements 1, 2, and 4 which use third person plural 
pronouns in subject and possessive forms are misfits 
to begin the paragraph. Statement 3 begins the 
paragraph by stating that just like a dieter who would 
anything to lose weight rather than  eat less, the 
business elite would save the world through social-
impact-investing and philanthro-capitalism. Statement 
2 reiterates what is stated in 3 by elaborating on the 
“social-impact-investing” and “philanthro-capitalism”. 4 
follows 2 explaining why the elite find it easier to fund 
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a million of the “buzz wordy programs” rather than 
question “the rules of their game” – because it is easier 
to focus on their pet projects  and initiatives. Statement 
1 , which is linked to 4 by the word “projects”, provides 
an ideal conclusion to the paragraph stating that the 
elite would prefer  doing virtuous side projects 
diligently as longs as these do not compel them to 
reduce their profit margins. 
Therefore, the appropriate sequence is 3241. 
 
4891686832 
The answer is : Exempting from regulations the editing 
of endogenous genes is not desirable as this 
procedure might be risk-prone.  
A Japanese government panel announced that it 
recommends regulating only genetically modified 
organisms that have had foreign genes permanently 
introduced into their genomes and not those whose 
endogenous genes have been edited. The only 
stipulation is that researchers and businesses will have 
to register their modifications to plants or animals with 
the government, with the exception of microbes 
cultured in contained environments. Reactions to the 
decision are mixed. While lauding the potential 
benefits of genome editing, an editorial opposes 
across-the-board permission. Unforeseen risks in 
gene editing cannot be ruled out. All genetically 
modified products must go through the same safety 
and labeling processes regardless of method 
From the bold texts in the question paragraph as 
reproduced here helps eliminate the other choices 2, 
3, and 4 as the content in them are either irrelevant or 
missing in the paragraph.  
 
4891686602 
The answer is:  Choice 3. “The most important auditory 
stimuli for the birds are the sounds of other birds”. 
This is the OMO, because, the other four are 
discussing the result of a research on classification, 

and formation of a song in birds. The point that how a 
song in a bird is initiated is slightly far from the running 
context.  
 
4891687266 
Statement 4, which has a generic tone, begins the para 
explaining how new institutions recognize ways in 
which workers could contribute to and benefit from 
economic growth if their jobs are automated. 2 
corroborates what is stated in 4 explaining how the 
“new institutions”( abolition of child labour and growth 
of trade unions) in the era of industrial revolution 
helped families cope with the pressures of mechanized 
work. 1 follows 2 by presenting a contrasting idea 
explaining that the “new institution”( Universal Basic 
Income) of the present smart world cannot address the 
potential breakdown of the social contract when a large 
chunk of the population are likely to be unemployed. 3 
concludes the paragraph in the same negative tone 
discussing the prevalence of inequality  that is peering 
into the deepest vestiges of our lives. Therefore, the 
appropriate sequence is 4213. 
 
4891686594 
Statement 4 begins the paragraph talking about the 
change that is being witnessed in the normal weather 
pattern. 5 follows emphasizing on the gravity of the 
situation and the imminence of the problem. Options 1 
and 2 follow by mentioning  ways and means by which 
the situation can be mitigated. Statement 3, which 
states that extreme temperatures have more than 
doubled since 1980, has a generalized tone and 
cannot form a part of the sequence 4,5,1,2. Hence 
statement 3 - Extreme temperatures, droughts, and 
forest fires have more than doubled since 1980 – is the 
odd man out. 
 

 


