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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (NOVEMBER 2018) 
 

 
 
 

Qatar sets up support fund for migrant workers 
In a series of UN-backed labour reforms, Qatar has set up 
a support fund for foreign workers who run into difficulties 
for not being paid. This fund would support and care for 
workers, secure their rights and provide a healthy and 
safe work environment for them. 
 

Sri Lanka: MPs bring no-confidence motion against 
newly appointed PM  
Group of MPs led by deposed Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremsinghe brought a no-confidence motion against 
newly appointed Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Mahinda 
Rajapaksa.  The motion has the support of 119 MPs in 
225 member parliament. 
 
1st WHO global conference on air pollution and health 
held in Geneva 
The First WHO Global Conference on Air Pollution and 
Health took place at WHO headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland.  
 

India among 8 countries allowed to buy Iranian oil: US  
The United States has exempted eight countries, 
including India from the US sanctions for buying Iranian 
oil.  The list of the countries temporarily exempted from 
the sanctions include China, Japan, Italy, Greece, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Turkey. 
 
India, South Korea sign MoU for strengthening 
cooperation in the field of Tourism 
India and South Korea have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding for strengthening cooperation in the field 
of Tourism.  
 
India elected as a Member of the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) Council  
 India has been elected as a Member of the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) Council for another 4-
year term (2019-2022).  
 
US: Democrats retake control of House, Republicans 
hold Senate majority 
In the United States Midterm elections, opposition 
Democrats have captured the House of Representatives 
while President Donald Trump's Republican Party retains 
its majority in the Senate. 
 

US exempts India from certain sanctions for 
development of Chabahar port in Iran 
The United States has exempted India from imposition of 
certain sanctions for the development of the strategically-
located Chabahar Port in Iran, along with the  
construction of the railway line connecting it with 
Afghanistan. 
 
33rd ASEAN summit begins in Singapore 
The 33rd edition of the ASEAN Summit began in 
Singapore. Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien Loong 
is the Chairman of the Summit. 

 
India and Morocco sign agreement on mutual legal 
assistance 
India and Morocco have signed an agreement on mutual 
legal assistance in criminal matters.  

UNSC unanimously agrees to lift sanctions against 
Eritrea after nine years 
The United Nations Security Council has unanimously 
agreed to lift sanctions against Eritrea after nine years.  
 
India, Australia, Japan, US discuss regional and 
global issues of common interest 
Officials from India, Australia, Japan and the United 
States met in Singapore for consultations on regional and 
global issues of common interest.  
 
Maldives cabinet approves to rejoin Commonwealth, 
2 years after withdrawing from 53-nation grouping 
The Maldives cabinet has approved to rejoin the 
Commonwealth, two years after withdrawing from the 53-
nation grouping.  
 
Australia joins US in rejecting UN migration pact 
Australian government has announced that it would reject 
a UN migration pact which was already denounced by the 
United States and several European countries. It stated 
that adopting the pact would risk encouraging illegal entry 
to Australia. 
 

Saudi, UAE announce USD 500 million in aid to war-
torn Yemen 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE has announced USD 500 
million in aid to Yemen which is on the brink of famine.  
 

Judge bars Trump administration's order denying 
asylum to people entering US illegally 
US federal judge has put a temporary halt to the Trump 
administration's new order denying the possibility of 
asylum to people who enter the country illegally. 
 

BASIC nations push for ‘climate finance’  
Ahead of the United Nations Conference of Parties (COP) 
in December in Katowice, Poland. Environment Ministers 
and top climate change negotiators from Brazil, South 
Africa, China and India (BASIC) convened in Delhi formed 
as a group to push developed countries on their earlier 
commitment to providing $100 billion annually from 2020 
 

Fiji leader sworn in for 4 more years after winning 
election  
Fiji’s leader Voreqe Bainimarama has been sworn in for 
four more years after winning an election with a reduced 
majority.  
 

US suspends USD 1.66 bn security assistance to 
Pakistan 
The United States has suspended its 1.66 billion dollar 
security assistance to Pakistan. The US   is of the opinion 
that Pakistan has taken no serious steps to address the 
core US concern - that Pakistan often encourages groups 
which use violence against its neighbors. 
 

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval to hold talks with 
Chinese Foreign Minister on border issues 
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi held the 21st round of border talks at 
Dujiangyan City in Sichuan province of China.  
 

Taiwan President resigns as leader of ruling DPP after 
poll setback 
Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen resigned as leader of the 
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) after it 
suffered major defeats in key mid-term polls.  
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EU approves Theresa May's Brexit deal  
The United Kingdom’s withdrawal agreement from the 
European Union has been approved by EU leaders.  
 

Th approval follows more than 18 months of negotiations 
between the two sides, which began when the UK 
triggered Article 50 in the wake of the 2016 referendum 
leave vote. 
 

Final vote on Brexit deal with EU to be held on Dec 11 
in Parliament  
British Prime Minister Theresa May has announced that 
the final vote on Brexit agreement with the European 
Union (EU) will be held on December 11.  
 

EU, Iran commit to uphold nuclear pact despite Trump  
The European Union and Iran are affirming their support 
for the international nuclear deal and say they aim to keep 
it alive despite U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to 
abandon the landmark pact.  
 
First-ever India Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 
held at St. Petersburg 
The first-ever India Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue 
was held at St. Petersburg in Russia.  
 

Fragile climate puts food security at risk: UN report  
The UN Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) has 
renewed appeals for better policies and technologies to 
reach 'zero hunger' around the world.  
 

Kenya hosts inaugural Sustainable Blue Economy 
conference 
The first ever Sustainable Blue Conference was started in 
the Kenyan capital, Nairobi.  
 

Kenya is hosting it with Canada and Japan as co-hosts 
under the theme: ‘The Blue Economy and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.’ 
 
 
 
 

Live-In Partner Can Seek Maintenance Under 
Provisions Of Domestic Violence Act, Says SC 
The Supreme Court observed that a live-in partner can 
seek maintenance under the provisions of the Protection 
of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 
 

PM Modi to launches Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Support and Outreach Programme in New 
Delhi  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launched the Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Support and 
Outreach Programme in New Delhi.  
 

The MSME Outreach Programme will run for 100 days 
covering 100 Districts throughout the country.  
 

India-Japan begins joint military exercise 'Dharma 
Guardian 2018' 
The armies of India and Japan had began a first-of-its-
kind joint military exercise 'Dharma Guardian' in Mizoram 
to build and promote relations between the forces of the 
two countries in addition to exchanging skills and 
experiences. 
 

Odisha Government launches Saura Jalnidhi scheme 
Odisha Government has launched Saura Jalnidhi scheme 
to encourage use of solar energy in irrigation by farmers. 
Under this scheme, farmers will be given 90% subsidy and 
5,000 solar pumps.  

Maharashtra Government to convert decommissioned 
aircraft carrier INS Viraat into floating museum 
Maharashtra state cabinet approved plant for conversion 
of Indian Navy’s longest-serving aircraft carrier INS Viraat, 
into India’s first-ever moored maritime museum-cum-
marine adventure centre.  
 

Justices Hemant Gupta, R. Subhash Reddy, M R Shah 
and Ajay Rastogi were sworn in as judges of SC 
Justices Hemant Gupta, R Subhash Reddy, Mukesh 
Kumar Rasikbhai Shah and Ajay Rastogi were sworn-in 
as the Judges of Supreme Court.  
 

MoU signed between OMCs and CSC SPV for 
collaboration in LPG Services  
An MoU for collaboration in LPG services was signed 
between Oil Marketing Companies (IOCL, HPCL & BPCL) 
and CSC e-Governance Services India Limited. 
 

India successfully conducted night trial of Agni-I 
ballistic missile 
India has successfully carried out night user trial of Agni-I 
short-range nuclear-capable ballistic missile.  
 

Shakti: India’s first indigenous microprocessor 
created by IIT-Madras 
The Indian Institute of Technology Madras has designed 
and booted up ‘Shakti’ which is India’s first and indigenous 
microprocessor.  
 

IAMAI forms AR/VR committee to promote 
technologies in India  
The Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) has 
formed a new industry expert committee to develop and 
promote an augmented reality/virtual reality (AR/VR) 
ecosystem in India.  
 

First India-US Dialogue on Intellectual Property held 
in New Delhi 
The first ever India-US Dialogue on Intellectual Property 
(IP) was launched in New Delhi to deepen bilateral 
strategic cooperation on IP policy. 
 
India, Zimbabwe sign six agreements in various fields 
including Mining & Visa waver 
India and Zimbabwe signed six agreements in various 
areas in an effort to strengthen bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries.  
 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed 
concerning co-operation in the field of arts, culture and 
heritage, traditional systems of medicine and homeopathy. 
 

India, Malawi sign MoUs in Extradition Treaty, Atomic 
Energy and VISA Waiver  
India and Malawi have signed three MoUs on Extradition 
Treaty, cooperation in the field of Atomic Energy for 
peaceful purposes and VISA Waiver for Diplomatic and 
Official Passports.  
 

India, South Korea sign MoU on cooperation in sports 
India and South Korea signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on cooperation in sports in New Delhi.  
 

Centre releases over 113 crore rupees to six border 
states under Border Area Development Programme 
The union government has released over 113 crore 
rupees to six border states as part of its plan to reduce the 
problems of people living in these isolated locations. The 
amount was released to Assam, Nagaland, Sikkim, 
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand under the Border 
Area Development Programme (BADP).  
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Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust planning to host edible 
oil refinery  
The nation's largest container port Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Trust (JNPT) in Navi Mumbai is planning to host an edible 
oil refinery to maximize revenue and ensure captive 
cargo.  
 
Govt approves operationalisation strategy for 
Operation Greens 
The Union government had approved the 
operationalization strategy for Operation Greens to 
ensure availability of Tomato, Onion and Potato 
throughout the country round the year without price 
volatility.  
 

Ayurveda Departments to be opened in new 19 AIIMS: 
AYUSH Minister  
According to Ayush Ministry, ayurveda departments will be 
opened in the 19 new All India Institute of Medical 
Science, AIIMS.  
 

INS Arihant successfully completes its first 
deterrence patrol 
Indian nuclear submarine INS Arihant has successfully 
completed its first deterrence patrol.  
 

Indian Coast Guard launches new Offshore patrol 
vessel ICGS Varaha 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) launches new Offshore patrol 
vessel (OPV) ICGS Varaha at L&T Kattupalli shipyard 
near Chennai, Tamil Nadu.  
 

The International Film Festival of India (IFFI) to 
commence in Goa from 20th-28th Nov  
The 49th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2018 
will be held in Goa from 20th to 28th November 2018. 49th 
edition of the festival will showcase 212 films from over 68 
countries which reflects diversity of taste.  
 
West Bengal to observe ‘Rosogolla Day’ on Nov. 14  
The West Bengal government has decided to observe 
‘Rosogolla Day’ on November 14 to commemorate the 
first anniversary of the State’s famous sweet getting 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag as ‘Bengal’s Rosogolla’. 
 

UP’s Faizabad district to be known as Ayodhya 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced 
that Faizabad district will be renamed Ayodhya. The city 
Ayodhya is located in UP's Faizabad district and is at the 
centre of the Ram mandir dispute. 
 

Six airports set to be privatised  
The Union Cabinet has gave an “in principle” approval for 
operating, managing and developing six non-metro 
airports — Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, 
Thiruvananthapuram and Mangaluru under the Public 
Private Partnership (PPP). 
 

Defence Ministry enhances financial powers to Vice 
Chiefs of three Services 
The Defence Ministry has enhanced financial powers to 
Vice Chiefs of the three Services. The move is aimed at 
expediting the decision-making process involved in the 
procurements for the Armed Forces.  
 

Cabinet decides to open central tribal university in 
Andhra Pradesh 
The Union Cabinet has approved an amendment to the 
Central Universities Act- 2009 for setting up of a Central 
Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh.  

Long cohabitation is presumed marriage: Supreme 
Court 
Supreme Court has upheld presumption that couple who 
live together as husband and wife are legally married and 
woman can claim maintenance under Section 125 of 
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).  
 
EC warns parties on criminal cases 
The Election Commission has said that candidates with 
criminal antecedents and their political parties can be 
charged with contempt of the Supreme Court if they fail to 
widely publicize the cases against them as prescribed. 
They may also be penalized for false statements. 
 
Three-day event of Global IT Challenge for Youth with 
Disabilities concludes 
The three-day event of Global IT Challenge for Youth with 
Disabilities- 2018 concluded in New Delhi.  
 
Sanjay Mishra now eligible for 2-year term as ED chief  
Sanjay Kumar Mishra, the 1984-batch Indian Revenue 
Service (IRS) officer who is holding the additional charge 
of Enforcement Directorate chief, has been empanelled 
as Additional Secretary and, therefore, is now eligible for 
a two-year term. 
 

Centre approves process to constitute new Boards of 
Governors for IIMs 
The Union government has approved the process of 
constitution of new Boards of Governors for the IIMs as 
per the IIM Act 2017.  
 

This new act will pave way for complete control of the 
institutions by reputed academicians and alumni.  
 

India-Indonesia navies to have first-ever bilateral 
exercise Samudra Shakti 
In line with Indian government’s `Act East Policy’ INS 
Rana at Surabaya will participate in the first ever  
Indian Navy – Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise 
‘Samudra Shakti’.  
 

Rs 75 commemorative coin to mark 75th anniversary 
of Tricolour hoisting by Bose 
The Union government has decided to release a Rs 75 
commemorative coin on the occasion of 75th anniversary 
of the hoisting of Tricolour for the first time by Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose at Port Blair.  
 
PM Modi inaugurates India's first multi-modal 
terminal on inland waterways in Varanasi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated India's first 
multi-modal terminal on the Ganga river in his 
parliamentary constituency Varanasi and received the 
country's first container cargo transported on inland 
waterways 
from Kolkata. 
 

Twitter Launches Campaign to Boost Youth 
Engagement For 2019 General Elections 
Twitter India has launched a new initiative titled 
#PowerOf18, aimed at encouraging the youth to 
contribute in public debates and participate in civic 
engagement for the 2019 general elections.  
 

India International Trade Fair begins 
The 38th India International Trade Fair (IITF) has begun 
from November 14 at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. This 
year the theme of the fair is - Rural Enterprises in India. 
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ADNOC and ISPRL sign MoU to store crude oil at 
Padur facility in Karnataka 
Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) to explore the 
possibility of storing ADNOC crude oil at ISPRL’s 
underground oil storage facility at Padur in Karnataka,  
 

HRD Ministry launches Leadership for Academicians 
Programme 
Minister of State for Human Resource Development Satya 
Pal Singh launched the Leadership for Academicians 
Programme, LEAP and Annual Refresher Programme In 
Teaching, ARPIT in New Delhi  
 

UAE to participate in Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 
for 2nd consecutive year  
UAE will participate in the 'Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit', 
as a partner country for the second consecutive year. The 
Summit is scheduled from 18th to 20th January, 2019.  
 

New index to check ease of doing agri-business 
The Union government plans to roll out a new Ease of 
Doing Agri-Business Index early next year, which will rank 
the States on the basis of such reforms, as well as their 
investment in agriculture, increased productivity, 
reduction of input costs, and risk mitigation measures. 
 

Union Agriculture Minister launches NCDC’s new 
scheme to promote young entrepreneurs in 
cooperatives  
The National Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC) has come up with a youth-friendly scheme ‘Yuva 
Sahakar-Cooperative Enterprise Support and Innovation 
Scheme” for attracting youth to cooperative business 
ventures. 
 

ISRO launches communication satellite GSAT-29 
ISRO’s heavy-lift rocket GSLV-Mark-Three has launched 
the communication satellite GSAT-29.  
 

Winter Session of Parliament to commence from  
Dec 11 
The Winter Session of Parliament will be held from 11th of 
December till the 8th of January  
 

NITI Aayog launches 72-hour hackathon to solve 
problems 
NITI Aayog and UNICEF has launched UNICEF- Atal 
Tinkering LabHackthon to encourage children towards 
making new innovations.  
 

India, China agree to expand military ties  
India and China are set to expand their military ties, in 
tune with the spirit of the Wuhan informal summit between 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in April.  
 

NITI Aayog constitutes Himalayan State Regional 
Council 
NITI Aayog has constituted the ‘Himalayan State Regional 
Council' to ensure sustainable development of the 
Himalayan region.  
 

Govt delegates powers to local bodies for giving 
environmental clearance for construction of 
buildings, Educational Institutions & Hospitals 
The Union government has delegated powers to local 
bodies to ensure compliance of environmental conditions 
for buildings, construction and area development projects 
measuring between 20,000 and 50,000 square metres. 

Centre to refund employers for seven weeks of 
maternity leave to employees: WCD Ministry 
The Union government will give employers the salaries for 
seven of the 26 weeks of maternity leave for women 
earning more than 15,000 rupees a month.  
 

Centre approves setting up over 1000 fast-track 
courts to dispose off rape, POCSO cases 
Women and Child Development Ministry has approved 
setting up over one thousand Fast Track Special Courts 
to dispose off pending cases of rape and POCSO Act 
across the country.  
 

Railways plan to set up 10 medical colleges 
The Indian Railways is planning to establish medical 
colleges to offer postgraduate courses for doctors at 10 of 
its existing hospitals across India.  
 

Gaja wreaks havoc in T.N. 
Cyclone Gaja wreaked havoc in Tamil Nadu with at least 
13 persons died and public infrastructure and private 
properties in seven districts were damaged.  
 

Airbus global aerospace accelerator to set up 
innovation centre in Kerala 
Airbus BizLab India, a global aerospace accelerator which 
is part of Airbus, signed a MoU with Kerala Government 
to set up an Aerospace Innovation Centre in 
Thiruvananthapuram. 
 

India looks to buy 24 US 'Romeo' anti-submarine 
helicopters for $2 billion 
India has sought from the US 24 multi-role MH-60 'Romeo' 
anti-submarine helicopters for its Navy at an estimated 
cost of $2 billion. 
 

AYUSH Ministry celebrates first Naturopathy Day – 
November 18 
On 18th November 2018, Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, 
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) 
celebrated the first Naturopathy Day throughout India. 
 

Government to set up Animation, Gaming and Visual 
effects Institute in Mumbai  
The government will set up Animation, Gaming and Visual 
effects Institute in Mumbai to encourage youth 
participation in the field of film and cinematography.  
 

Qaumi Ekta Week begins today to reinforce spirit of 
communal harmony and national integration 
Qaumi Ekta Week will be observed across the country 
from November 19 to foster and reinforce the spirit of 
communal harmony and national integration. 
 

Punjab becomes third state to ban hookah bars or 
lounges 
Punjab becomes third state in the country after 
Maharashtra and Gujarat to ban hookah bars or lounges. 
 

GROWTH-India telescope’s first science observation  
The 0.7 m GROWTH-India telescope at the Indian 
Astronomical Observatory located in Hanle, Ladakh, has 
made its first science observation which is a follow-up 
study of a nova explosion.  
 

SC to direct States on draft witness protection 
scheme  
The Supreme Court of India has stated that it would direct 
all the States to implement the draft witness protection 
scheme framed by the Centre in consultation with the 
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).  



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–27898195    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                          5 
 

Army selects Russian Igla-S missile  
India has picked Russia’s Igla-S missile system as the 
choice for the Army’s multibillion dollar contract for man-
portable air defence systems,  
 

Odisha House passes 33% reservation for women  
The Odisha Assembly has passed a resolution by 
unanimous voice vote for providing 33% reservation for 
women in Legislative Assemblies and Parliament.  
 

Indo-US joint military exercise 'Vajra Prahar' 
commences in Jaipur 
The 12-day long joint military exercise between India  
and the United States known as 'Vajra Prahar' 
commenced in Jaipur.  
 

J&K Governor dissolves Assembly 
Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik dissolved 
the state assembly after rival alliances staked claim to 
form the government in the state, which has been under 
Governor’s rule since the BJP-PDP alliance came 
unstuck. 
 

HRD Minister Javadekar launches Institution's 
Innovation Council 
Union HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar has launched the 
Institution’s Innovation Council through video 
conferencing in New Delhi. The purpose of formation of 
network of Institution’s Innovation Councils, IICs is to 
encourage, inspire and nurture young students by 
exposing them to new ideas. 
 

e-registration must for jobs in 18 countries  
Passport holders with “non-Emigration Check Required 
(non-ECR)” status will soon have to get themselves 
registered with the Ministry of External Affairs before 
taking up jobs abroad.  
 

It applies to jobs in 18 countries, including the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council nations, which have the largest 
number of expats. 
 

Temporary staff can’t be paid less: SC 
The Supreme Court of India has reiterated that temporary 
employees are entitled to draw wages at the minimum of 
pay scales applicable to regular employees holding the 
same post.  
 
Cabinet approves extension of the term of 
commission constituted to examine the issue of Sub-
categorization of Other Backward Classes 
The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of term of 
the commission examining the issue of sub-categorisation 
of other backward classes (OBCs) in the Central list till 
May 31, 2019. This is the fourth extension of term given 
to the commission formed in October last year. 
 
Cabinet approves Allied and Healthcare Professions 
Bill, 2018 
The Union Cabinet has approved a draft bill named Allied 
and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018 for the 
establishment of national and State-level councils for 
regulation and standardization of education and services 
provided by allied healthcare professionals such as 
physiotherapists and nutritionists. 
 
Centre makes jute packaging mandatory for all food 
grains  
The Union government has approved a proposal making 
jute packaging mandatory for all food grains.  

The CCEA approved that 100 per cent of the food grains 
and 20 per cent of sugar shall be mandatorily packed in 
diversified jute bags.  
 

IMD develops new technology to monitor impact of 
rain & deal with natural disasters 
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 
developed a new technology to assess the rise of water 
level in rivers and reservoirs by rain. This new technology, 
called 'Impact Based Forecasting Approach', which shows 
pre-event scenario, can help state governments to 
minutely monitor the impact of rain and take real-time 
decisions. 
 

India skills report 2019: Andhra Pradesh tops in 
employability rate  
Andhra Pradesh has topped the list of states with the 
highest employability followed by Rajasthan and Haryana, 
as per the India Skills Report 2019.  
 

Govt hikes outlay for first phase of FAME India 
scheme to Rs 895 crore 
The Union government has increased the outlay by Rs 
100 crore to Rs 895 crore for the first phase of the Faster 
Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and Electric 
Vehicles (FAME) India scheme to promote mass adoption 
of electric vehicles.  
 

Employee has right to resign, says SC  
The Supreme Court of India in its recent order stated that 
to resign is a right of an employee and he cannot be forced 
to continue.  
 

Nitish unveils 70 ft tall Lord Buddha’s statue in Rajgir  
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has unveiled a 70-foot-
tall statue of Lord Buddha at Rajgir in Nalanda district.  
 

Centre, ADB sign 200 million dollar loan pact to 
upgrade state highways in Bihar 
The Centre and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed 
a 200 million dollar loan agreement to finance widening and 
upgrading of about 230 Kilometers State Highways in Bihar 
to all-weather standards with road safety features. 
 

Nation remembers 26/11 martyrs on 10th anniversary 
of attacks  
Nation remembers the martyrs of 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attacks on the 10th anniversary.  
 

Vice President lays foundation stone for Kartarpur 
corridor 
Vice President M Venkiah Naidu has laid the foundation 
stone for the construction of Kartarpur Corridor at Mann 
village in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. The corridor will 
connect Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur district to the 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib situated at Kartarpur in Narowal 
district of Pakistan. 
 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands: home to a tenth of 
India’s fauna species  
According to a publication by the Zoological Survey of 
India, the Andaman & Nicobar islands, comprising only 
0.25% of country’s geographical area, has 11,009 
species. It is home to more than 10% of the country’s 
fauna species.  
 

Gujarat topped in implementing Ayushman Bharat   
Two months after the launch of Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, Gujarat has emerged 
as the top performer of the Centre’s ambitious health 
financing scheme.  
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Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti launched to boost IPR 
culture in indigenous defence industry 
Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched 
‘Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti’ in New Delhi to boost 
Intellectual Property Right (IPR) culture in indigenous 
defence industry. 

 
Government launches PAISA Portal under Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods 
Mission  
Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched 
‘PAiSA’ – Portal for Affordable Credit and Interest 
Subvention in New Delhi. 
 

PAISA Portal is a centralised electronic platform for 
quicker processing of loans under the Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission 
(DAY-NULM). 
 
India's first 'personal robot' for children launched in 
Mumbai 
Emotix, founded by three ex-IITians have unveiled Miko 
2, India's first advanced 'personal robot' for children. The 
Wi-Fi-operated robot, costing Rs 24,999,  

 
UGC’s new norms for recruitment  
According to the University Grants Commission(UGC) 
new recruitment norms, doctoral degree holders from the 
top 500 foreign universities are now eligible for direct 
recruitment as an assistant professor in Indian varsities. 
 

44 violations took place in Andamans 
According to Union Home Ministry, as many as 44 
violations by foreigners have taken place in recent past in 
restricted areas of Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
 

CSIR, Merck To Establish High-End Skill Development 
Centre In Chandigarh 
India's premier National Research Laboratory, CSIR-
Institute of Microbial Technology (CSIR-IMTECH), has 
announced a new partnership with Merck, a leading 
German science and technology company, to establish a 
'High End Skill Development Centre' in Chandigarh.  
 

ISRO successfully launches earth observation 
satellite HysIS 
ISRO has successfully launched its sophisticated earth 
observation satellite Hyper Spectral Imaging 
Satellite(HysIS) onboard its workhorse rocket PSLV-C43 
from Sriharikota.  
 
Maharahtra Assembly approves 16% quota for 
Marathas 
The Maharashtra Assembly has unanimously passed a 
Bill proposing 16% reservation for Marathas in 
government jobs and education. With this, 85% of the 
State’s population will be entitled to constitutional benefits 
under Article 15(4), 16 (4) of the Constitution.  

 
8 more States achieve 100% household electrification 
under Saubhagya scheme  
Eight more States have achieved hundred per cent 
household electrification under Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana – Saubhagya. The states are Madhya 
Pradesh, Tripura, Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Mizoram, 
Sikkim, Telangana and West Bengal. With this, total 15 
States in the country have 100 per cent household 
electrification. 

Centre launches Bhasha Sangam to introduce school 
students to 22 Indian languages 
The Union government has launched a unique initiative 
called Bhasha Sangam to introduce school students to 22 
Indian languages. The initiative, under Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat, was launched on 22nd of this month 
and will continue till the 21st of December. 
 

Government Okays Compensation Formula for 
Johnson and Johnson Faulty Hip Implant Patients 
The Centre has approved a formula for determining 
compensation for those who had received faulty Articular 
Surface Replacement (ASR) hip implants manufactured 
by DePuy Johnson and Johnson Pvt Ltd. 
 

SC strikes down age bar for NEET  
The Supreme Court of India has allowed candidates aged 
25 years and above to apply and appear in the NEET-UG 
2019 examination.  
 

3,000 BSNL customer centres to offer Aadhaar 
services  
Government-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited will 
soon offer Aadhaar enrolment and updation facilities in its 
3,000 customer service centres across India, at an 
estimated cost of about Rs. 90 crore.  
 

Broadband subscribers at 463.6 mn at Aug.-end  
According to official data by the Department of Telecom 
(DoT), India’s broadband subscriber numbers touched 
463.6 million at the end of August 2018,  
 

Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities 2018 

Begins  

The Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities, 2018 

was inaugurated in New Delhi by the Minister of State for 

Social Justice & Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar. 
 

7th International Tourism Mart 2018 being organized 
in Agartala 
The 7th edition of the ‘International Tourism Mart’ was 
held in Agartala, the capital city of Tripura.  
 

India to host 50th Union World conference on lung 
health in 2019 
The 50th Union World Conference on Lung Health will be 
held in Hyderabad, a global organization working in this 
field announced.  
 

International Gita Festival, 2018 to be held in 
Kurukshetra 
The International Gita Festival 2018 will be organised in 
Kurukshetra in Haryana from December 7 to 23, 2018. 
This year it is third year of this mega cultural event, where 
Mauritius is partner country and Gujarat is the  
partner state.  
 
 
 
 

India jumps 23 places to 77th in ease of doing 
business ranking 
In the World Bank's latest Ease of Doing Business 
rankings, India has jumped 23 places to reach at  
77th rank.  
 

Growth of 8 infrastructure sectors slows down to 
4.3% in September 
According to the data released by the commerce and 
industry ministry, the growth of eight infrastructure sectors 
slowed down to 4.3 per cent in September this year, the 
lowest in the last four months, as production of crude oil 
and natural gas declined. 
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RBI clears re-appointment of Aditya Puri as HDFC 
Bank CEO for 2 years 
HDFC Bank said that the RBI had approved the re-
appointment of Aditya Puri as managing director of the 
bank from November 1, 2018 to October 26, 2020 (i.e.till 
the date of his attaining the age of 70 years).   
 

Gold at nearly 6-yr high of Rs 32650 amid increased 
festive demand 
Gold prices rallied for the second consecutive session, 
rising by 30 rupees to touch nearly six-year high of 32,650 
rupees per 10 gram at Delhi bullion market amid 
increased festive demand.  
 

PCI Security Standards Council appoints India head 
to strengthen data security  
The PCI Security Standards Council (PCI SSC), a global 
standards body for the payment card industry, has 
appointed Nitin Bhatnagar to lead their India outreach 
efforts to promote PCI Security Standards.  
 

GST collection crosses Rs 1 lakh crore for second 
time since launch 
Collections from Goods and Services Tax crossed one 
lakh crore rupees mark for the second time since its 
launch in July last year. The Union government said the 
total gross GST revenue collected in October 2018 is 1 
lakh 710 crore rupees.  
 

NRIs deposits surge as rupee slides and oil prices 
rise  
According to data published by RBI, Non-resident Indian 
(NRI) deposits jumped to $5.7 billion in the first five 
months of this fiscal compared to $0.5 billion in the same 
period last year.  
 

IPO timeline to be cut to 3 days  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
initiated the process to reduce the timeline for public 
issues from the current six days to three days in a phased 
manner by making it mandatory for intermediaries to 
provide retail investors the option of bidding through the 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 
 

Fitch affirms IDBI Bank’s long-term IDR at BB+  
Fitch Ratings agency has affirmed IDBI Bank’s long-term 
issuer default rating (IDR) at ‘BB+’ and its viability rating 
(VR) at ‘ccc’. The rating agency also removed the lender’s 
VR from ‘rating watch evolving’. 
 

PM Modi announces Rs 1 crore loan in 59 minutes for 
MSMEs 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced major 
steps including 59-minute loan portal for sanction of up to 
one crore rupees for small and medium enterprises 
(MSME). 
 

Companies Amendment Ordinance, 2018 promulgated 
to promote Ease of Doing Business  
The Centre has promulgated the Companies Amendment 
Ordinance, 2018 to promote Ease of Doing Business with 
better corporate compliance.  
 

The main amendments in the Act include shifting of the 
jurisdiction of 16 types of corporate offences from the 
Special Courts to in-house adjudication 
 

Kirloskar group gets RBI nod for NBFC business 
The Kirloskar group has received licence from the 
Reserve Bank to launch a non-banking finance company 
(NBFC), Kirloskar Capital will be headed by industry 
veteran Vimal Bhandari. 

Atul Goel takes over as MD, CEO of UCO Bank  
Atul Kumar Goel has assumed charge as Managing 
Director and CEO of UCO Bank. Goel takes over from 
R.K. Takkar, who completed his three-year tenure on 
November 1, 2018. 
 
Bank of Maharashtra to reinstate CEO Ravindra 
Marathe 
The board of Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has decided to 
reinstate and restore its managing director and chief 
executive officer Ravindra Marathe and executive director 
R.K. Gupta’s financial responsibilities  
 
RBI allows banks to provide partial guarantee to 
NBFC bonds  
The Reserve Bank of India has permitted banks to provide 
partial credit enhancement (PCE), or a partial guarantee, 
to bonds issued by systematically important NBFCs and 
Housing Finance Companies, a move that will enhance 
their liquidity position. 

 
Over 1.2 cr subscribers join Atal Pension Yojana 
More than one crore 20 lakh subscribers have joined Atal 
Pension Yojana. Of which more than 27 lakh new 
subscribers have joined the scheme during the current 
financial year.  

 
RBI starts process to set up Public Credit Registry for 

capturing borrowers' details 

The Reserve Bank of India has initiated setting up a digital 

Public Credit Registry to capture details of all borrowers, 

including wilful defaulters and also the pending legal suits 

in order to check financial delinquencies. 

 
RIL & HSBC executes first of its kind blockchain trade 
finance transaction  
HSBC India and ING Bank Brussels have successfully 
executed a blockchain- enabled Letter of Credit (LC) 
transaction between Reliance Industries (RIL) and Tricon 
Energy.  

 
SBI puts up 11 NPA a/cs for sale to recover 
Rs 1,019 cr  
Public lender State Bank of India has put up 11 non-
performing assets (NPAs) for sale to asset reconstruction 
companies (ARCs) and financial companies to recover 
dues of nearly Rs. 1,019 crore.  

 
SBI posts first profit in four quarters  
State Bank of India has reported a profit for the first time 
in four quarters for the July- September 2018 period. It 
had reported losses for three consecutive quarters 
leading up to this one.  

 
Adani Gas to invest ₹8,000 cr.  

Adani Gas Limited (AGL) is planning to invest more than 

₹8,000 crore in the next five years to consolidate its 

position as India’s largest city gas distribution (CGD) 

company in the private sector  

 
SBI to raise up to Rs 200 bn via FPO, other modes for 
growth 
The country's largest lender SBI said it plans to raise up 
to Rs 200 billion through various modes, including a 
follow-on public offer (FPO), to fund its growth. 
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ASEAN member countries of RCEP offer India 
concession 
The ASEAN countries are keen to have India as part of 
the partnership and have made India a concessional offer 
of opening up only about 83% of its market, as compared 
to the original 92% that the RCEP agreement stipulated. 

 
RBI eases ECB norms for infrastructure firms 
The RBI has liberalized the norms governing foreign 
borrowings for infrastructure creation in consultation with 
the union government. The minimum average maturity 
requirement for external commercial borrowings in the 
infrastructure space raised by eligible borrowers has been 
reduced to three years from earlier five years. 

 
No pension from cess fund for labourers  
There are no mandatory pension benefits in the final 
version of the Centre’s model construction workers’ 
welfare scheme, despite earlier suggestions that 20% of 
the construction cess fund be set aside for retired workers. 

 
RBI may set-up a digital payments ombudsman by 
March 2019 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may soon set-up an 
ombudsman for digital payments by March 2019 to reduce 
the burden on banking ombudsman because of a rising 
number of complaints.  

 
India’s economic growth to slow to 7.3 per cent in 
2019: Moody’s 
According to Moody’s Investors Service's report titled 
‘Global Macro Outlook 2019-20’, the Indian economy will 
expand 7.4 per cent in 2018, but the growth will slow down 
to 7.3 per cent in the next year as domestic  
demand tapers on higher borrowing cost due to rising 
interest rates. 

 
Centre to sell its entire stake in Dredging Corporation 
of India 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given 
‘in-principle’ approval for strategic disinvestment of the 
government’s entire stake in the Dredging Corporation of 
India Limited (DCIL) to a consortium of four ports viz. 
Vishakhapatnam Port Trust, Paradeep Port Trust, 
Jawahar Lal Nehru Port Trust and Kandla Port Trust. 

 
GST refunds of Rs. 82,775 cr. cleared  
The Finance Ministry said that GST refunds to the tune of 
Rs. 82,775 crore to exporters has been cleared as on 
October 31, which is 93.8% of the total such claims.  
 
NTPC, 3 other PSUs included in CPSE ETF  
The Union Finance Ministry has reorganized the CPSE 
Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) and has included in the 
basket the scrips of four State-owned companies NTPC, 
SJVN, NLC and NBCC. It has removed three of the 
existing companies GAIL, Engineers India Ltd. (EIL) and 
Container Corporation of India in the ETF basket and has 
replaced them with four new companies.  

 
357 infra projects show cost overruns of over Rs 3.39 
lakh crore  
As many as 357 infrastructure projects, each worth  
Rs. 150 crore or more, have shown cost overruns to the 
tune of over Rs. 3.39 lakh crore owing to delays and  
other reasons.  
 

Wipro, L&T Infotech among 7 cos shortlisted to beef 
up Sebi’s surveillance activities  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
shortlisted seven firms, including Wipro and L&T Infotech 
to build a private data storage cloud, automate its 
inspection of brokers and enhance analytic capabilities.  
 
NCLT delays cost banks Rs. 4,000 cr 
According to the ratings agency ICRA, delays in resolution 
process of the 12 stressed assets that were referred to the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) have cost the 
banks an additional Rs. 4,000 crore.  
 
Flipkart’s Binny Bansal resigns  
Binny Bansal has announced his resignation as CEO of 
Flipkart Group, effective immediately, following an 
independent investigation into an allegation of “serious 
personal misconduct”.  
 
SEBI tightens norms for raters  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
tightened the disclosure norms for credit rating agencies 
(CRAs) that will now have to take into account various 
factors, including asset-liability mismatch, liquid 
investments, cash flows and capital infusion from parent 
or group entities while performing any rating action. 
 
Promoters to sell 50% stake in Zee Entertainment 
Enterprises 
The Essel Group, the promoters of Zee Entertainment 
Enterprises Ltd. (ZEEL),  one of the largest Indian media 
and entertainment companies has decided to sell up to 
50% of its stake to a strategic partner that could help the 
company have a global footprint  
 
Dasari bids adieu to ALL  
Vinod K. Dasari has decided to bid adieu to Ashok 
Leyland.  
 
Dheeraj G. Hinduja, has taken over as the executive 
chairman. He will hold the position till a successor to Mr. 
Dasari is appointed. 
 
Over six crore income tax returns filed so far this year 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) department 
has said that over six crore income tax returns have been 
filed so far this year, which is 54 per cent more than the 
last year.  
 
Yes Bank chairman Ashok Chawla resigns  
Yes Bank chairman Ashok Chawla has resigned with 
immediate effect. He was the bank’s non-executive 
chairman for over two years.  
 
IDBI Bank Q2 net loss widens to Rs. 3,602 crore  
Government owned IDBI Bank has reported a net loss of 
Rs. 3,602.49 crore during the July- September quarter of 
2018-19  
 
Ageas to buy 40% in Royal Sundaram  
Globally known Ageas Insurance International N.V. will pick 
up 40% stake in Royal Sundaram General Insurance Co.  
 
Exports grow by 17.86 per cent in Oct  
India's exports grew by 17.86 per cent to 26.98 billion 
dollar in October this year. India's exports stood at 22.89 
billion dollar in October last year.  
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Imports during October also rose by 17.62 per cent to over 
44 billion dollar. Oil imports in October increased by 52.64 
per cent and electronics goods by 31 per cent. 
 

Fitch retains rating for India at ‘BBB-’  
Fitch Ratings retained India’s sovereign rating at ‘BBB-’, 
the lowest investment grade rating, although maintaining 
its stable outlook.  

 
Wholesale inflation rises to four-month high of 5.28% 
in October 
According to the government data released, inflation 
based on wholesale prices, WPI rose to a four-month high 
of 5.28 per cent in October.  
 
SBI sells over Rs. 400 cr. electoral bonds  
According to data the bank released under the Right to 
Information Act, more than Rs. 400 crore worth of 
electoral bonds were sold by the State Bank of India (SBI) 
in the 10-day window of October, a sharp rise from the Rs. 
32 crore worth of bonds sold in the July tranche. 
 
Centre wants more say in RBI decision-making  
The Union government wants greater involvement in the 
RBI’s decision-making as it feels the current practice 
leaves it out on many critical issues such as single-day 
default turning a loan into an NPA.  
 
India may see fall in credit availability as NBFCs face 
credit squeeze: Moody’s 
Moody in its 2019 Global Emerging Market Outlook has 
stated that India faces a potential sharp slowdown in credit 
availability as non-bank financial institutions face a possible 
credit squeeze even as the asset quality is stabilizing. 
 
RBI imposes fine of Rs 3 cr each on Deutsche Bank, 
J&K Bank for non-compliance of various norms 
The Reserve Bank has imposed a penalty of over Rs 3 
crore on Deutsche Bank for non-compliance of various 
norms, including asset classification, Know Your 
Customer/Anti-money Laundering (KYC/AML) norms. It 
also slapped a fine of Rs 3 crore on state-owned Jammu 
and Kashmir Bank Ltd for violating similar norms 
 
Induslnd Bank launches India's first interactive credit 
card 
IndusInd Bank has launched India's first interactive credit card 
with buttons called the IndusInd Bank Nexxt Credit Card.  

 
Jabong to integrate fully with Myntra  
Online fashion retailer Myntra said that it would 
completely integrate its sister company Jabong, which will 
continue to operate as a separate brand. 
 
BSE to part ways with S&P Dow Jones; plans to 
develop its own indices  
Asia’s oldest bourse BSE will snap ties with S&P Dow 
Jones, which manages and operates the benchmark 
Sensex, and plans to develop indices through its in-house 
development team. 
 
PMAY subsidy: HDFC disburses Rs 1,100 crore to 
51,000 home buyers 
Housing finance firm HDFC has so far disbursed over Rs 
1,100 crore subsidy to over 51,000 customers under the 
government’s flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (PMAY).  
 

NSE launches online platform for retail investors to 
buy G-sec 
National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) has launched a 
mobile application and web-based platform for retail 
investors to buy government securities. The new app has 
been named as NSE goBID.  
 

Yes Bank board may be revamped  
The board of private sector lender Yes Bank is set to be 
revamped with the nomination and remuneration 
committee reviewing the performance of all the members.  
 

SVL launches funds focused on SMEs, affordable 
housing 
SBICAP Ventures Ltd (SVL) hasannounced the launch of 
two funds that will focus on affordable housing and small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs).  
 

RBI to set up expert panel to look into issues on 
capital surplus 
The RBI board has decided to set up a high-powered 
committee to examine issues related to surplus capital of 
Rs 9.69 lakh crore with the central bank and advised it to 
consider a scheme for restructuring stressed assets in the 
MSME sector.  
 

Board committees to assist RBI  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is set to get a makeover 
in line with its global counterparts, with several board 
committees to be formed on various aspects like 
technology, risk management, banking regulation, 
supervision, among others, to assist the central bank in its 
operations. 
 

HDFC Bank to hike stake in CCIL to 9%  
HDFC Bank will raise its stake in Clearing Corporation of 
India Ltd (CCIL) to 9% by acquiring 20 lakh shares of the 
company.  
 

Rajesh Exports bags Rs 933 cr order  
Rajesh Exports, the world’s largest gold refiner, had 
procured an order worth Rs. 933 crore from the UAE. The 
company processes 35% of gold produced in world. 
 

SEBI simplifies regulations for reclassifying promoter 
as public investor  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
come out with new rules for re-classification of a promoter 
as a public investor, wherein an outgoing promoter will 
have to relinquish special rights as well as control over the 
affairs of the listed firm and not be allowed to hold over 
10% stake. 
 

PSBs can seek LoCs against defaulters 
To check wilful defaulters and fraudsters from fleeing the 
country, the government has now authorized CEOs of 
public sector banks (PSBs) to make request for issuance 
of look-out circulars (LOCs) against suspects.  

 
Wipro, Adani Ports to be dropped from Sensex  
According to information available on the BSE website, IT 
major Wipro and Adani Ports and Special Economic 
Zones Ltd. will be dropped from the Sensex, effective 
December 24. In their places, HCL Technologies and 
Bajaj Finance will enter the index. 
 

EIB expands wind energy finance plan  
The European Investment Bank (EIB) will increase its 
support for India’s wind energy projects by expanding the 
existing lending programmes with SBI. 
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Centre decides to set up domestic Gold Council in 
India 
The union government has decided to set up a domestic 
Gold Council in India.  Commerce and Industry Minister 
Suresh Prabhu has underlined the need for an integrated 
Gold policy to address all the issues in holistic way. 
 

State Bank of Mauritius appoints Sidharth Rath as MD 
of India operation 
State Bank of Mauritius, which has received a licence as 
a scheduled commercial bank in India, has appointed 
Sidharth Rath as managing director.  
 
SEBI acts on illiquid options trade manipulators  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
started acting against entities that are alleged to have 
executed manipulative and orchestrated non-genuine 
trades in the illiquid stock option segment of BSE almost 
five years ago. The penalty  imposed in most cases has 
been the minimum stipulated Rs. 5 lakh. 
 
Banks under PCA see retail loan share jump 400 bps  
The 11 state-run banks under the Reserve Bank’s prompt 
corrective action (PCA) framework have seen a 400 basis 
points increase in their share of retail loans at 19% of the 
system in the four years ended September 2018. 
 
India-China amends double taxation avoidance treaty 
India and China have signed a protocol to amend the 
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) for the 
avoidance of double taxation and prevention of fiscal 
evasion with respect to taxes on income. 
 
SEBI probes portfolio managers’ trades  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is 
looking into the trades of certain entities offering portfolio 
management services (PMS) to ascertain whether there 
was any conflict of interest between their investment 
advice and their own trading activities. 
 
RBI eases ECB hedging norms for companies  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased hedging 
norms for companies that raise funds through external 
commercial borrowings (ECB), a move that will lower the 
cost of hedging. A notification issued by the central bank 
said mandatory hedge coverage has been reduced from 
100% to 70% under Track I of the ECB framework.  
 
SEBI issues norms for raising debt finance by  
listed firms  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
laid down a framework to identify listed companies that 
need to meet one-fourth of their financing needs by way 
of debt securities and said any kind of shortfall or failure 
to raise debt financing will lead to monetary penalty. 
 
Easyfone Introduces STAR, India’s First Mobile 
Phone for Kids 
eNovus enterprises, the makers of the easyfone brand of 
a phone have launched easyfone Star – India’s first phone 
that has been specially designed for kids to help them be 
more safe & connected. 
 
Interim Budget to be presented on Feb. 1  
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley will present the 
interim Budget for the financial year 2019-20 on February 
1, 2019. This will be the sixth consecutive Budget to be 
presented by Mr. Jaitley. 

RBI launches survey for Startup sector  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched a survey 
on India’s startup sector (SISS) with an endeavor to create 
a profile of the startup sector in India and provide 
dimensions relating to turnover, profitability and 
workforce.  
 

Yes Bank tanks 11.7% on corporate governance 
issues  
Shares of Yes Bank tanked by 11.7% to Rs. 162.10 amid 
growing concerns over corporate governance issues after 
three board members resigned this month followed by a 
ratings downgrade by Moody’s Investors Service. 
 

RBI moves to ease liquidity for non-banking finance 
firms  
In a move to make more liquidity available to non-banking 
finance firms, the Reserve Bank of India has relaxed the 
securitisation norms by relaxing the minimum  
“holding period requirement from the current one year  
to six months.  
 

Government To Divest Stake In Air India Ground 
Handling Subsidiary 
The Central government has decided to go in for a 
strategic disinvestment of Air India's ground handling 
subsidiary to partially retire the national passenger 
carrier's accumulated debt. to divest the government's 
100 per cent stake in Air India Air Transport Services 
Limited (AIATSL).  
 

National Projects Construction Corporation Limited 
NPCC conferred with the status of Miniratna 
National Projects Construction Corporation Limited 
(NPCC) has been conferred with the status of Miniratna : 
Category –I by the Government of India. The 
empowerment of Miniratna Status to NPCC will help the 
company in taking speedy decisions by enhancing the 
delegation of powers to the Board. 
 

Govt. to move nearly half of Air India’s Rs. 55,000-cr. 
debt to SPV  
The union government has decided to transfer more than 
half of Air India’s nearly Rs. 55,000-crore debt into a 
special purpose vehicle (SPV) to help the airline cut 
expenditure on servicing the huge loan. 
 

Citigroup appoints John Dugan as its new chairman  
Citigroup has appointed John Dugan, a former comptroller 
of the currency, as its new chairman, making the group 
the second big US bank to choose a former regulator to 
lead its board. 
 

Siddharth Tiwari joins BIS as Chief Representative for 
Asia, Pacific 
The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) has 
appointed Siddharth Tiwari as the Chief Representative 
for Asia and the Pacific.  
 

OYO appoints former IndiGo President Aditya Ghosh 
as CEO India & South Asia 
Hospitality firm OYO Hotels has announced the 
appointment of Aditya Ghosh as chief executive officer for 
India and South Asia.  
 

Indian-American Thomas Kurian new Google Cloud 
CEO replaces Diane Greene 
Indian-American Thomas Kurian, former Oracle President 
of product development and a respected technologist, is 
going to head Google Cloud from early next year, the tech 
giant has announced. 
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UIDAI's Ajay Bhushan Pandey appointed new revenue 
secretary 
The government has appointed UIDAI CEO and GSTN 
Chairman Ajay Bhushan Pandey as the next Revenue 
Secretary.  
 

Nissan Chairman Carlos Ghosn arrested over 
financial misconduct 
Nissan Chairman Carlos Ghosn has been arrested in 
Tokyo over claims of financial misconduct. The company's 
Chief Executive Hiroto Saikawa has stated that Ghosn will 
be sacked from the Japanese firm after a board meeting. 
 

Lodha Group chief tops Hurun rich list  
Mangal Prabhat Lodha, who heads real estate company 
Lodha Group, has topped the Grohe Hurun India Real 
Estate Rich list 2018 with a total wealth of Rs. 27,150 
crore.  
 

Apollo Tyres ropes in Sachin Tendulkar as brand 
ambassador of the company for five years 
Apollo Tyres has roped in Sachin Tendulkar as the brand 
ambassador of the company for five years.  
 

Akhilesh Ranjan appointed as Convener of Task 
Force drafting New Direct Tax Legislation 
Union Finance Ministry has appointed Akhilesh Ranjan, 
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) member as 
Convenor of Task Force that is drafting New Direct Tax 
Legislation (Law).  
 

Digital payment transactions jump to 244 cr in Aug 
2018 
The number of digital payment transactions in India 
touched 244.81 crore in August 2018, more than three-
fold rise from October 2016. 
 

 
 
 
Ram Mohan Roy award for N. Ram  
Veteran journalist and the Hindu Publishing Group 
Chairman N. Ram has been chosen for the prestigious 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy Award, presented by the Press 
Council of India (PCI), for his outstanding contribution 
towards journalism. 
 

Bengaluru student wins Breakthrough Science prize 
totalling Rs 2.9 Crore 
Samay Godika has won the fourth annual Breakthrough 
Junior Challenge in a global science video  
competition designed to inspire creative thinking about 
fundamental concepts in the life sciences, physics,  
and mathematics. 
 

Jawahar Lal Sarin presented with France’s highest 
civilian honour 
Renowned French scholar Jawahar Lal Sarin was 
presented with France’s highest civilian honour Chevalier 
de la Lgion d’Honneur. He was presented with this award 
in recognition of his outstanding contribution to  
enhancing Indo-French cultural cooperation and 
promoting French language.  

 
Swati Chaturvedi wins courage prize for book on  
PM Modi 
Freelance journalist Swati Chaturvedi has been handed 
the Press Freedom for Courage for her book, I am a Troll: 
Inside the Secret World of The Bharatiya Janata Party's 
Digital Army.  

Ladakh restoration project wins 2018 UNESCO Asia-
Pacific award for Cultural Heritage conservation 
The restoration of an aristocratic house project from 
partial ruin state in Ladakh undertaken by LAMO (Ladakh 
Arts and Media Organisation) Center has won 2018 
UNESCO Asia-Pacific award for Cultural Heritage 
conservation in Award of Distinction category.  
 
Sundram Fasteners bags Deming Prize 
Sundram Fasteners Ltd, a part of TVS Group, has won 
the Deming Prize. Arathi Krishna is the first Indian woman 
entrepreneur to receive the prize. 
 
Centre for Science and Environment wins Indira 
Gandhi peace prize  
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has won this 
year's Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development,  
 
CSE has over the years worked on various burning issues 
from air and water pollution, food safety, waste water 
management, climate change and so on. 
 
India gets UN Environment award for combating 
transboundary environmental crime  
The United Nation Environment has awarded Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) with Asia Environment 
Enforcement Awards, 2018 for excellent work done by the 
Bureau in combating transboundary environmental crime.  
 
Urban wind turbine named 2018 international winner 
of the James Dyson Award 
The prestigious international James Dyson award 2018 
was won by Nicolas Orellana of Chile and Yaseen Noorani 
from Kenya for their innovative design ‘Urban wind turbine’.  
 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education won silver in 
the International Green Apple Award for 
environmental best practice 2018 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education has won silver in 
the International Green Apple Award for Environmental 
best practice 2018 
 
Amitabh Bachchan receives Sayaji Ratna award 
Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan was awarded the 
third Sayaji Ratna Award, established in the memory of 
erstwhile Baroda ruler Sayajirao Gaekwad III.  
 

Indian Navy commander, captain win Asian of The 
Year award for bravery in Kerala floods 
An Indian Navy commander and a captain were among 
those honoured at the 'Asian of The Year' awards, 
acknowledging their selfless service and bravery in 
rescue operations during the devastating floods in Kerala.  
Commander (Pilot) Vijay Varma and Captain (Pilot) P 
Rajkumar were honoured for their death-defying rescue 
flying during the floods earlier this year.   
 

Wipro Chairman Azim Premji Conferred With Highest 
French Civilian Honour 
Wipro Chairman and philanthropist Azim Premji was bestowed 
with the highest French civilian distinction Chevalier de la 
Legion d'Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour).  
 

Dr. Martha Farrell receives lifetime achievement 
award 
Late Dr. Martha Farrell has been honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 6th Indian Social Work 
Congress in New Delhi.  
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

 
 
 
Anupam Kher resigns as chairperson of FTII  
Actor Anupam Kher resigned as chairperson of the Film 
and Television Institute of India,  
 

Indian amputee, who conquered everest, gets 
honorary doctorate in the UK 
Arunima Sinha, the Indian mountaineer who became the 
world's first woman amputee to climb Mount Everest in 
2013, has been awarded an honorary doctorate by a 
prestigious UK university for her inspirational 
achievements.  
 
Lok Sabha Secy Gen gets one-year extension 
The tenure of the Lok Sabha Secretary General, Snehlata 
Shrivastava, has been extended by Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan for one year. 
 
Ashok Kumar Gupta appointed as Chairperson of 
Competition Commission of India 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appointed former IAS 
officer Ashok Kumar Gupta as Chairperson of 
Competition Commission of India (CCI).  

 
Stan Lee, Spider-Man Co-Creater And Marvel Comics 
Legend, Dies At 95 
Stan Lee, who wrote and published a comic book legacy 
that spans from the Depression Era to the present day, 
who created Spider-Man, Iron Man, the Incredible Hulk 
and Thor, died at the age of 95.  

 
Mountaineer Satyarup Siddhanta became 1st Indian 
to scale Mt Giluwe in Papua New Guinea 
Indian mountaineer Satyarup Siddhanta became the first 
Indian to climb Mt Giluwe - the second highest mountain 
in Papua New Guinea.  

 
Union Minister Ananth Kumar dies of cancer 
Senior BJP leader and Union Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs, and Chemicals and Fertilizers Ananth Kumar 
passed away.  

 
Eminent economist TN Srinivasan, advocate of 1991 
reforms, passes away 
Eminent economist, TN Srinivasan, known for being one 
of the key advocates of the 1991 economic reforms 
passed away in Chennai at the age of 85.  

 
Former Supreme Court judge, SN Phukan  
passes away  
Former Supreme Court judge, Justice SN Phukan passed 
away. He was 81 years old.  

 
Narendra Singh Tomar given charge of Ministry of 
Parliamentary Affairs  
Rural Development Minister Narendra Singh Tomar will 
now hold the charge of the Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs following the demise of Union Minister  
Ananth Kumar. 
 

While Minister for Statistics and Programme 
Implementation D V Sadanand Gowda has been given the 
charge of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, in 
addition to his existing portfolio. 

Indian-American Neomi Rao named for key Appeals 
Court post  
Indian American Neomi Rao has been appointed to the 
DC Circuit Court of Appeals to fill the vacancy created by 
Brett Kavanaugh’s elevation to the U.S. Supreme Court.  
 

Asian Games gold medalist Hima Das appointed as 
UNICEF India’s Youth Ambassador  
Asian Games gold medalist Hima Das has been 
appointed as UNICEF India’s Youth Ambassador 
 

South African President likely to be Republic Day 
Chief guest  
South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa is likely to be 
the chief guest of the 2019 Republic Day ceremonies. He 
is also expected to take part in the Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas, to be held in Varanasi from January 21 to 23. 
 

Hero of 1971 Indo-Pak War, Brigadier Kuldip Singh 
Chandpuri passes away 
Brigadier Kuldip Singh Chandpuri (retd), who is known as 
the hero of the historic 1971 battle of Longewala, died  
 

Ad guru Alyque Padamsee dies at 90 
Veteran adman and theatre personality Alyque 
Padamsee, the brain behind several iconic advertisement 
campaigns, died following an illness. 
 

Sanjay Kumar Mishra appointed Director of 
Enforcement Directorate 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi headed Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has appointed Senior 
IRS officer Sanjay Kumar Mishra as full-time Director of 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED).  
 
Jalaj Srivastava is IWAI chairman 
Jalaj Srivastava, a 1984 batch IAS officer, has been 
appointed the chairman of the Inland Waterways Authority 
of India (IWAI).  
 

South Korean Kim Jong-yang elected as Interpol 
president  
Kim Jong Yang of South Korea has been elected Interpol 
President for a two-year term.  
 
UN environment Chief Erik Solheim resigns after 
audit on travel expenses 
UN environment chief Erik Solheim has resigned from the 
post following an audit report questioning his huge travel 
expenses.  
 
'Stranger Things' star Millie Bobby Brown named 
UNICEF's youngest-ever goodwill ambassador 
Millie Bobby Brown, the 14-year old British actress best 
known for her role in "Stranger Things," has been named 
UNICEF's newest Goodwill Ambassador. She will be the 
youngest person to ever hold that title.  
 
Joyce Msuya appointed as acting Executive Director 
of UNEP 
Tanzania’s Joyce Msuya has been appointed to head the 
United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP), in acting 
capacity, following the resignation of its executive director, 
Erik Solheim. 
 
India-born Pakistani poet Fahmida Riaz passes away 
Noted India-born Pakistani poet and human rights activist 
Fahmida Riaz passed away following a prolonged illness 
in Lahore, Pakistan.  
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UNICEF appoints singer Nahid Afrin as first 'Youth 
Advocate' of northeastern region 
Popular singer Nahid Afrin of Assam has been appointed 
as the first 'Youth Advocate' of the northeastern region by 
the UNICEF to fight for child rights.  
 

Noted classical musician Ustad Imrat Khan dies in US 
Classical music stalwart Ustad Imrat Khan, who dedicated 
his life to propagating the sitar and the surbahar 
worldwide, has died after a brief illness.  
 

Former Indian Hockey player Sandeep Michael 
passes away 
Former Indian hockey player, Sandeep Michael, who 
captained the Indian junior team to a gold at the Asia Cup 
2003, died at the age of 33 
 

InterGlobe Aviation Chairman Devadas Mallya passes 
away 
InterGlobe Aviation, which operates the country’s largest 
airline IndiGo, said that its chairman Devadas Mallya 
Mangalore passed away.  
 

Sunil Arora to be new Chief Election Commissioner of 
India  
Sunil Arora will be the new Chief Election Commissioner 
of India. He succeeds Om Prakash Rawat who retired.  
Arora was appointed as Election Commissioner in August, 
last year.  
 

Iravatham Mahadevan, noted epigraphist, passes 
away  
Iravatham Mahadevan, one of the world’s leading 
scholars on the Indus Valley Script, the pre-eminent 
scholar on the Tamil Brahmi script, and a man of many 
accomplishments, passed away after a brief illness. 
 

Kannada superstar and former union minister 
Ambareesh passes away at 66 in Bengaluru 
Former actor and minister Ambareesh passed away.  He 
was 66. In a career spanning five decades, he has acted 
in over 200 films in Kannada, Tamil, Telugu and Hindi. 
 

Nageshwara Rao Guntur appointed as Chairperson of 
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 
Union Government has appointed renowned scientist 
Nageshwara Rao Guntur as Chairperson of Atomic 
Energy Regulatory Board (AERB).  
 

"SpongeBob SquarePants" Creator Stephen 
Hillenburg Dies at 57 
Stephen Hillenburg, the creator of SpongeBob 
SquarePants, has passed away at the age of 57.  
 

Oscar-winning director Bernardo Bertolucci dies  
Italian filmmaker Bernardo Bertolucci, who won Oscars 
with “The Last Emperor” and whose erotic drama “Last 
Tango in Paris” enthralled and shocked the world, has 
passed away.  
 

Slovenia becomes only NATO state with female  
army chief 
Slovenia's government has appointed a female officer 
Major General Alenka Ermenc as the head of armed 
forces, thereby becoming the only woman to currently 
hold the top armed forces post among the NATO 
countries.  
 

Arvind Saxena appointed Chairman, Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC)  
Arvind Saxena has been appointed as Chairman of the 
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC).  

A.M. Naik appointed as Chairman of National Skill 
Development Corporation  
A.M. Naik has been appointed as Chairman of National 
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) by the Ministry of 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. Currently Naik 
is the Group Chairman of India's biggest engineering 
 and construction conglomerate – Larsen & Toubro 
Limited (L&T). 
 
 
 
Pankaj Advani wins second leg of Aisan Snooker Tour  
Nineteen-time world champion Pankaj Advani has won 
the second leg of the Asian Snooker Tour in Jinan, China. 
 
India beat West Indies by 9 wickets, clinch series 3-1 
India clinched the five-match series 3-1 defeating the 
West Indies by 9 wickets in the fifth and final One Day 
International at Thiruvananthapuram. This is also India's 
sixth successive series win at home. 
 
Rahul Dravid 5th Indian to be inducted in ICC Hall 
of Fame 
Rahul Dravid became the fifth Indian to be inducted in the 
ICC Hall of Fame. Dravid was named in the ICC Cricket 
Hall of Fame along with Australia men’s legend Ricky 
Ponting and England women’s stalwart Claire Taylor. 
 
Subhankar Dey wins SaarLorLux Open Badminton 
tournament in Germany 
Subhankar Dey of India has won the SaarLorLux Open at 
Saarbrucken in Germany.  
 
Simone Biles sets record by picking up 13th world 
championship gold 
Simone Biles made history by picking up her record 13th 
career gold medal at the world gymnastics 
championships.  
 
 
Marc Marquez wins Malaysian MotoGP  
World champion Marc Marquez won the Malaysian 
MotoGP despite starting in seventh position.  
 
Zimbabwe end drought with Test win over 
Bangladesh 
Zimbabwe recorded their first Test win in more than  
five years and just their third ever away from home as  
they bowled  
 
Angad Vir Singh Bajwa shoots historic skeet gold at 
Asian Championship 
Angad Vir Singh Bajwa shot to a gold with a world record 
score in the men's skeet final of the 8th Asian Shotgun 
Championship, becoming the first Indian skeet shooter to 
win a continental or world level event.  
 
Lucknow cricket stadium renamed after Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee 
The Uttar Pradesh government rechristened the newly-
built Ekana International Cricket Stadium in Lucknow in 
honor of former prime minister late Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  
 
Saurabh claims gold at Asian Airgun Championships 
Saurabh Chaudhary has beaten his compatriot Arjun 
Singh Cheema by 2.1 points to win the 10m junior men’s 
air pistol gold in the 11th Asian Air Gun Championship in 
Kuwait. 
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Bajrang Punia becomes number 1 in World in 65kg 
category  
Star Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia touched a new high in 
his career by achieving the number one rank in the world 
in the 65kg category.  
 
Manu-Saurabh win mixed event gold with junior world 
record 
Indian pair of Manu Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary have 
won Gold medal creating a world record in the 10 meter 
air pistol mixed team junior event at 11th Asian Airgun 
Championships in Kuwait. 
 
Japanese shuttler Kento Momota wins China Open 
Japan's Kento Momota has won badminton's Fuzhou 
China Open. He defeated the fourth seed Chou Tien-chen 
of Taiwan 21 
 
India clean sweep T20 series against West Indies 
India beat West Indies by six wickets to complete  
3-0 clean sweep in T20 series. 
 
Lewis Hamilton wins Brazilian GP 
Lewis Hamilton has won the Brazilian Grand Prix after 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen lost the lead in a collision with 
backmarker Esteban Ocon. 
 
Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah maintain top positions in 
ICC ODI rankings 
India captain Virat Kohli and premier fast bowler Jasprit 
Bumrah maintained their top positions respectively in the 
latest ICC ODI rankings published.  
 
Women's World Boxing Championships begins in 
Delhi  
The tenth edition of Women's World Boxing 
Championships begins in Delhi. This tournament is set to 
witness more than 300 boxers from 72 countries who will 
be taking part.  
 
Pankaj Advani wins his third straight Billiards title 
taking his tally of World titles to 20 
India's cueist Pankaj Advani has won his third straight 
IBSF billiards crown in the 150-up format, taking his 
overall tally of world titles to 20.  
 

Viswanathan Anand Seals Tata Steel Chess Blitz Title 
Legendary Viswanathan Anand has won the inaugural 
Tata Steel Chess India Blitz Tournament beating overnight 
leader Hikaru Nakamura in the play-off.  
 

Chess: Savitha is World u-12 champ  
India’s B. Savitha Shri, with 9.5 points has won the World 
under-12 girls’ chess championship held in Santiago de 
Compostela (Spain).  
 

Basketball: Sanjana gets a big boost 
Teenager Sanjana Ramesh has signed for the Northern 
Arizona University women’s team, becoming the second 
India-born female player to receive a North American 
Division I college basketball scholarship. 
 

Manav Thakkar settles for bronze in Belarus 
India's Manav Thakkar settled for a bronze medal in the 
Under-21 singles category 
 
Shubhankar is ‘rookie of the year’  
Shubhankar Sharma has became the first Indian to win 
the tour’s Sir Henry Cotton Rookie of the Year award.  

Lexi Thompson wins LPGA season finale 
Lexi Thompson shot a final-round 70 to finish at 18-under 
270 and win the LPGA's season-ending CME Group Tour 
Championship 
 
Acrobatic Gymnastics World Cup: Indian gymnasts 
win two bronze medals 
Indian gymnasts won two bronze medals in the men's and 
women's group events of the FIG Acrobatic World Cup in 
Baku.  
 
Wasim Jaffer Becomes The First Player To Reach 
11,000 Runs In Ranji Trophy  
Veteran batsman Wasim Jaffer has became the first 
player to reach the 11,000 run-mark in Ranji Trophy. 
 
Former Chelsea striker Didier Drogba announces 
retirement 
Former Chelsea striker Didier Drogba announced his 
retirement on a 20-year career in which the centre forward 
player has won four Premier League titles and the 2012 
Champions League scoring 164 goals in 381 games 
 
Mary Kom becomes first female boxer to win 6 gold 
medals at World C'ships 
MC Mary Kom created history after she outclassed 
Ukraine's Hanna Okhota by a unanimous 5-0 decision in 
the women's 48-kilogram light flyweight final of the 
Women's World Boxing Championships in New Delhi.  
Mary Kom becomes first female boxer to win six gold 
medals at world championships.  

 
Bhavani Devi becomes first Indian to win gold medal 
in Senior Commonwealth Fencing Championship in 
Canberra 
India's Bhavani Devi won the gold medal in the Sabre 
event in the Senior Commonwealth Fencing 
Championship 2018 held in Canberra, Australia.  
 

Australia lift Women's World T-20 title for fourth time 
by defeating England 
Australia has lifted the Women's World Twenty-20 title for 
the fourth time. In the title clash played at Antigua, the 
Aussies recorded an emphatic 8-wicket win over England. 
 

Syed Modi International Badminton C'ships: Sameer 
Verma retains title 
Sameer Verma has won the Men's Syed Modi International 
Badminton Championships for the second time by 
defeating China's Guangzu Lu 16-21, 21-19, 21-14 
 

Harmanpreet Kaur named captain of ICC Women's 
World Twenty20 XI  
India's women cricket team captain Harmanpreet Kaur 
has been named captain of the ICC Women's World 
Twenty20 XI, which also featured opener Smriti 
Mandhana and leg-spinner Poonam Yadav. 
 

B'desh captain Shakib Al Hasan  fastest to claim 200 
wickets, 3,000 runs Test double 
Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan surpassed 
legendary English cricketer Ian Botham to become the 
fastest cricketer in the history of Test cricket to complete 
the double of 200 wickets and 3,000 runs. 
 

Odisha gears up to host Men's Hockey World Cup  
Odisha's capital city Bhubaneswar is set host the 14th 
edition of Men's Hockey World Cup to be played from 28th 
November to 16th December at Kalinga Stadium. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Lewis Hamilton wins 2018 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 
World champion Lewis Hamilton won the Etihad Airways 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix for a record fourth time. Lewis 
Hamilton recorded his 11th win of the season as the F1 
season came to an entertaining close in Abu Dhabi. 
 
Norway's Magnus Carlsen beats America's Fabiano 
Caruana to keep world chess crown 
Norwegian grandmaster Magnus Carlsen defended his 
chess world championship title by beating  
American challenger Fabiano Caruana 3-0 in rapid 
tiebreaker games. 
 
Barcelona's Lionel Messi wins La Liga 2017-18 Player 
of the Year award 
Lionel Messi has been named the league's best player of 
the 2017-18 campaign by Marca at an awards ceremony 
in Barcelona. Messi also picked up the Pichichi Trophy at 
the ceremony, an award reserved for the top scorer in La 
Liga each year 
 
 
 
 
India's Global Passport Index Improves To 66, 
Singapore The Most Powerful 
Indian passport has been ranked 66th in the ranking of the 
Global Passport Index. India has its holders visa-free 
access to 66 countries. 
 
According to the index, Singapore has the world’s “most 
powerful” passport with access to 165 countries followed 
by Germany, Denmark, and Sweden. 
 
UK plans new fund for Indian soldiers who fought in 
World Wars 
The UK government has unveiled plans to offer support to 
Indian soldiers who fought for Britain during the two World 
Wars but lost out on pensions and other benefits accrued 
to British armed forces personnel at the time.  
 
Japan cabinet approves bill to accept foreign workers 
Japan's cabinet had approved a draft bill to bring more 
blue-collar foreign workers into the country to address 
chronic labour shortage.  
 
International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists is observed on November 2 
International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists is observed across the world on November 2.   
 
China launches new high-orbit satellite 
China successfully launched a high orbit satellite to boost 
its home-grown BeiDou global satellite navigation  
system being built to rival United States Global Position 
System (GPS).  
 
NASA retires Kepler space telescope 
NASA has retired Kepler space telescope after it ran out 
of fuel needed for further science operations.  
 
Union Cabinet approves opening up of International 
Solar Alliance membership to all UN countries 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has given ex-post facto approval for opening up 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) membership to all 
countries that are members of the United Nations.  
 

India ranked 12th in web-borne threats: Kaspersky 
Lab 
According to a recent report by global cybersecurity 
company, Kaspersky Lab, India is ranked 12th  
worldwide when it comes to the dangers associated with 
surfing the web.  

 
World Tsunami Awareness Day on November 5 
The World Tsunami Awareness Day is celebrated on 5th 
November every year with the purpose of defending the 
valuable lives of everyone around the world. 

 
UN says Earth's ozone layer is finally healing 
Earth’s protective ozone layer is finally healing from 
damage caused by aerosol sprays and coolants, a new 
United Nations report said. The ozone layer had been 
thinning since the late 1970s. Use of man-made 
chemicals such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs),  
which release chlorine and bromine, began eating away 
at the ozone.  
 

UN issues Diya stamps to celebrate Diwali 

The United Nations Postal System has issued stamps 

with 'Diyas' lamps to mark the celebration of Diwali.  

 

China unveils replica of its first permanently crewed 

space station 

China has unveiled a replica of its first permanently 

crewed space station, which would replace the 

international community's orbiting laboratory, ISS.  

 

India pledges contributions of $13.36 mn for UN 

agencies, development activities 

India pledged contributions of $13.36 million for the 

various UN agencies and development activities.  
 
China ropes in India as digital economy partner  
China is roping in India as a niche digital partner, as part 
of its drive to cyber-connect with Eurasia — its new 
frontier for trade and investments.  
 
UN World Food Programme, Alibaba Group form 

strategic partnership to eliminate hunger 

United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and 

Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba Group have formed 

strategic partnership to support efforts eliminate hunger 

globally by 2030.  

 

Global Cooling Innovation Summit to be inaugurated 

in New Delhi.  

Two-day Global Cooling Innovation Summit was 

inaugurated by Union Science & Technology Minister, Dr. 

Harsh Vardhan in New Delhi.  

 

National Legal Services Day: November 9 

National Legal Services Day (NLSD) is observed every 

year in India on 9th November to spread awareness for 

ensuring reasonably fair and justice procedure for all 

citizens. 
 
World Science Day for Peace and Development: 10th 
November 
World Science Day for Peace and Development is 
observed on 10 November every year.  
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VP Naidu represents India at WWI centenary 
commemoration in Paris 
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu, who is on a three-day 
visit to Paris, represented India at the Armistice of World 
War I centenary commemoration 
 

More than 200 people died in latest outbreak of Ebola 
in Congo 
More than 200 people have now died in the latest 
outbreak of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
 

2-day annual meeting of WEF Global Future Councils 
begins in Dubai  
The two day annual meeting of World Economic Forum’s 
(WEF) Global Future Councils began in Dubai, UAE.  

 
FinTech festival kicks off in Singapore 
The third edition of the FinTech Festival kicks off in 
Singapore alongside the ASEAN summit.  

 
India, Singapore conducts sea drills  
The 25th edition of the India-Singapore bilateral naval 
exercise, SIMBEX, has been conducted at the tri-services 
command in Port Blair.  

 
National Education Day is celebrated on November 11  
National Education Day is celebrated on November 11 to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of freedom  
fighter and India’s first education minister Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad. 
 
SpiNNaker: World’s largest brain-like supercomputer 
switched on for first time 
The world’s largest human brain-like supercomputer, titled 
SpiNNaker, designed and built in the University of 
Manchester in the UK to work in the same way as  
the human brain has been switched on for the first time. 

 
India to observe Public Service Broadcasting Day 
India will be observing Public Service Broadcasting Day 
on November 12.  The day is celebrated every year to 
commemorate the only visit of Mahatma Gandhi to the 
studio of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947.  
 
Amnesty International revokes highest honour given 
to Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
Amnesty International revoked the Ambassador of 
Conscience Award given to Myanmar's leader Aung  
San Suu Kyi.  

 
India increases financial contribution to UNRWA 
India has increased its financial contribution from one 
million dollars in 2016 to five million dollars in 2018 to the 
UN agency for Palestinian refugees, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).  

 
Children's Day celebrated across country to increase 
awareness of rights, care and education of children 
Children's Day is celebrated across the country to 
increase awareness of the rights, care and education of 
children. It is celebrated on 14 November every year on 
the birth anniversary of the first Prime Minister  
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 
India to top US as second-largest carbon spewer from 
power: IEA 
The International Energy Agency in its latest World 
Energy Outlook has stated that India will overtake the US 

to become the world’s second-biggest emitter of  
carbon dioxide from the power sector before 2030 as the 
nation’s electricity demand skyrockets. China stands  
in first place. 
 

World Diabetes Day being observed on November 14 
World Diabetes Day is being observed on November 14 
every year in response to the escalating health threat 
posed by diabetes.   
 

World Tolerance Summit inaugurated in Dubai 
The two-day summit to mark the World Tolerance Day was 
inaugurated in Dubai. Held for the first time in UAE , the 
theme of the Summit was ‘Prospering from Pluralism: 
Embracing Diversity through Innovation and 
Collaboration’. 
 

The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic 
Victims – 18 November 
The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims 
is observed every year on the third Sunday of November.  
 

Theme: for The World Day of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims 2018 is “Roads have stories”. 
 

World Toilet Day is observed on November 19 
World Toilet Day is observed on November 19 every year. 
This year’s campaign is based on the following theme 
“When nature calls”.  
 

India slips two places to 53rd position on global talent 
ranking; Switzerland on top 
India has slipped two places to rank 53rd on a global 
annual talent ranking released by IMD Business School 
Switzerland, while Switzerland has topped the global 
ranking for the fifth year in a row,  
 

Universal Children’s Day  celebrated on November 20 
United Nations Universal Children’s Day is celebrated on 
November 20th each year to promote international 
togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and 
improving children's welfare.  
 

Google gets ‘Neighbourly’, to add more cities in India 
Google comapny has announced the national roll-out of a 
new app from its ‘Next Billion Users’ team called 
‘Neighbourly,’ which helps people source local information 
from their neighbours.  
 

Indian embassy in Nepal and CII to organise 
exhibition ConMac 2018 in Nepal  
The Embassy of India in Nepal and Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) are organizing an exhibition of 
construction equipment and technology-ConMac 2018 in 
Bhaktapur near Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 

World Fisheries Day observed on November 21 
World Fisheries Day is celebrated every year on 
November 21 to highlight the importance of healthy 
oceans ecosystems and to ensure sustainable stocks of 
fisheries in the world 
 

World Television Day observed on November 21 
The United Nations’ (UN) World Television Day is  
annually observed in many places around the world on 
November 21.  
 

Human images from world's first total-body scanner 
unveiled 
EXPLORER, the world's first medical imaging scanner 
that can capture a 3D picture of the entire human  
body at once in as little as 20-30 seconds has produced 
its first scans. 
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Four new horned frogs discovered by Delhi University 
team  
A team of researchers from Delhi University, University 
College Dublin (Ireland) and the National Museum (UK) 
have discovered four new species of horned frogs from 
the Himalayan regions of Northeast India.  
 
MEA Sushma Swaraj co-chaired 9th Meeting of India-
Lao PDR Joint Commission on Bilateral Co-operation  
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj co-chaired  
the 9th Meeting of India-Lao PDR Joint Commission  
on Bilateral Co-operation with her counterpart in 
Vientiane. 
 
Beijing's Population falls for first time in 2 Decades 
The population of China’s capital, Beijing, declined for the 
first time in two decades in 2017. The number of 
permanent residents reached 21.707 million in 2017 
which is 22,000 fewer than 2016. 
 
MIT Scientists Fly First-Ever Silent Plane With No 
Moving Parts 
Scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) have, in a breakthrough, built and flown the first-
ever silent airplane with no moving propellers or jet 
turbines. 
 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women: November 25 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women (IDEVAW) is observed every year across the 
world on 25 November.  
 
UN selects Noida, Greater Noida to participate in 
Global Sustainable Cities 2025 initiative 
The United Nations has selected Uttar Pradesh's Noida 
and Greater Noida to participate in its Global Sustainable 
Cities 2025 initiative. They have been selected in the 
"University City" category.  
 
November 26 is observed Constitution Day in India  
November 26 is observed as Constitution Day every year. 
On this day in 1949, the constitution was adopted which 
came into force on January 26, 1950, marking the 
beginning of a new era in the history of India.  
 

Romania strongly supports India's proposal in UN for 
CCIT 
Romania strongly supports India's proposal in the UN for 
a Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism 
(CCIT).  
 
US announces USD 5 million reward for information 
on 26/11 perpetrators 
The United States has announced a 5 million dollar 
reward for information leading to the arrest or conviction 
in any country of any individual who committed, 
conspired, aided the 2008 Mumbai attack. 
 
National Milk Day is observed on November 26 
From 2014 onwards, all the dairy majors of India, along 
with the Indian Dairy Association, decided to observe the 
birthday of Verghese Kurien, on November 26, as 
National Milk Day.  
 
NASA's InSight spacecraft successfully lands on 
Mars after six-month journey 
NASA's robotic InSight lander successfully landed on 
Mars after the six-month journey. The spacecraft has 
been designed to dig deep into the rocky surface of the 
Red Planet to reveal its secrets. 
 
EU sets goal to be 'climate neutral' by 2050 
The European Union has urged governments, 
businesses, citizens and regions to join it in an ambitious 
plan to cut emissions and make the bloc carbon  
neutral by 2050.  
 
Congo's Ebola outbreak now second-largest in 
history: WHO 
The World Health Organization, WHO, has said that 
Congo's deadly Ebola outbreak is now the second largest 
in history, behind the devastating West Africa outbreak 
that killed thousands a few years ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


