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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (SEPTEMBER 2018) 
 

 

 
U.S. to stop funding UN’s Palestine agency  
The U.S. government has decided to stop all funding it 
gives to a UN agency that provides assistance to millions 
of Palestinian refugees, ending a decades-long policy of 
supporting it.  
 
US military decides to cancel 300 mn aid to Pakistan 
over failure to take actions against terror groups 
The US military has decided to cancel 300 million dollars 
aid to Pakistan over its failure to take decisive actions 
against terror groups.  
 
Spanish PM proposes referendum on greater Catalan 
autonomy 
Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has proposed 
holding a referendum in Catalonia on greater autonomy 
but ruled out allowing a vote on independence as 
demanded by Catalan leaders.  
 
India, Cyprus ink two MoUs on financial intelligence 
sharing and environment 
India and Cyprus have signed two MoUs in the field of 
sharing of financial intelligence and environment. 
 
Chinese Premier Xi offers $60 bn aid to Africa  
China Premier Xi Jinping has pledged a $60 billion fund 
to bolster industry, counter hunger, and enhance security 
in Africa, a continent that has been chronically plagued by 
piracy and terrorism 
 
India convinces RCEP members to commit on easing 
worker movement  
In a significant breakthrough in the ongoing negotiations 
of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP), India has convinced the 15 partner countries, 
including the 10-member ASEAN, to agree to binding 
commitments in the area of easing movement of workers 
and professionals in the region.  
 
India supports Mauritius’ claim over disputed Chagos 
islands under UK-control  
India has backed Mauritius over its claim on the disputed 
Chagos islands, which is home to Diego Garcia — the key 
military base of the U.K. and the U.S. in the Indian Ocean,  
 
SLINEX-2018: India and Sri Lanka conducts joint 
naval exercise at Trincomalee 
India, Sri Lanka joint naval exercise SLINEX-2018 was 
held at Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from September 7 to 13, 
2018.  
 
2+2 talks: US-India sign COMCASA, agree to do tri-
service military exercise 
After more than a decade of discussions and negotiations, 
India and the US signed a “communications compatibility 
and security arrangement” (Comcasa) as part of the first 
“2+2” dialogue featuring foreign and defence ministers of 
both nations. 
 
India, Czech Republic sign five agreements 
India and Czech Republic have signed five agreements 
on defence, scientific and industrial research, laser 
technology, agriculture and diplomatic visa waiver.  

Swedish election yields a hung assembly 
Sweden has been plunged into political uncertainty after 
both the main centrist coalitions failed to win a majority in 
general elections and as the far-right anti-immigration 
party gained ground, further fracturing the vote. 
 

India, Bangladesh jointly inaugurate three projects 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, his Bangladesh 
counterpart Sheikh Hasina, and Chief Ministers of West 
Bengal and Tripura jointly inaugurated three projects in 
Bangladesh via video conferencing. These include 500 
MW additional power supply from India to Bangladesh, 
Akhaura - Agartala Rail Link and Rehabilitation of the 
Kulaura-Shahbazpur section of Bangladesh Railways. 
 

Nepal Army to not participate in first ever joint military 
exercise of BIMSTEC nations in Pune 
The Nepal Army will not participate in the first ever joint 
military exercise of BIMSTEC nations in India next week, 
amid reports that the political parties in the country have 
expressed concern over the drill.  
 

United States announces closure of Palestinian 
mission in Washington 
The United States has announced the closure of the 
Palestinian mission in Washington.  It stated that 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) leaders had 
failed to engage with US efforts to bring about peace with 
Israel and attempted to prompt an investigation of Israel 
by the International Criminal Court. 
 

Indo-Mongolia joint Exercise Nomadic Elephant 
begins  
‘Nomadic Elephant-2018’, a joint military exercise 
between Indian Army and Mongolian Army, commenced 
at Mongolian Armed Forces (MAF) Desert Region 
Training Centre, Umnugovi Province, Mongolia 
 

MEA, TCIL inks agreement to provide e-health and 
education in Africa 
Union Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and 
Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd (TCIL) have 
signed agreement for implementation of e-VidyaBharati and 
e-AarogyaBharati (e-VBAB) Network Project in Africa.  
 

European Union Parliament votes to punish Hungary 
for breaching democratic norms 
European Union legislators voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of launching punitive action against the Hungarian 
government for flouting democratic rules.  
 

US President signs executive order authorising sanctions 
against foreign meddling in American elections 
US President Donald Trump has signed an executive 
order authorizing sanctions against any countries or 
individuals found interfering in American elections. The 
sanctions not only cover the interference with election or 
campaign infrastructure, but also the distribution of 
propaganda and disinformation. 
 

EU, non-EU nationals to face similar post-Brexit 
immigration rules: Theresa May 
British Prime Minister Theresa May gave the first major 
indication that immigration rules for non-EU citizens such 
as Indians are set to be closely aligned with those for 
European Union nationals once Britain has left the 
economic bloc by next year. 
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Bangladesh Cabinet clears deal with India for port 
usage 
Bangladesh's Cabinet has approved a draft agreement 
with India to enable it to use the Chittagong and Mongla 
ports for the movement of goods to and from northeast 
India.  
 

Expats in UAE will be allowed to stay back in country 
for longer period of time after their retirement 
Expats in the UAE will be allowed to stay back in the 
country for a longer period of time after their retirement. 
The length of the residency period in case of retired 
expats  
 

Second Nepal-China joint military drill 'Mt Everest 
Friendship Exercise' began in Sichuan 
The second edition of Nepal-China joint military exercise 
with a special focus on combating terror had begun in 
China's southwestern Sichuan province. The exercise 
named 'Mt Everest Friendship Exercise', a 12-day long 
military drill will mainly focus on anti-terrorism activities. 
 

Japan conducts first submarine drill in disputed 
South China Sea 
Japan has carried out its first submarine drill in the 
disputed South China Sea, a move that could provoke 
China which claims most of the disputed waters. The anti-
submarine drill was conducted on in the region to improve 
strategic techniques.   
 

Indo-German collaboration in vocational education 
and training 
The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE) has signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with the Indo-German Chamber of Commerce 
(IGCC) in the area of vocational education and training. 
 
North Korea, Moon sign agreement on 
denuclearization 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in signed an agreement on 
denuclearisation, reducing military tensions and defusing 
crisis on the peninsula in Pyongyang. 
 

India, Sri Lanka inks MoU for construction of 5000-MT 
temperature controlled warehouse 
India and Sri Lanka have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for construction of a 5000-metric 
ton temperature controlled warehouse in Dambulla of 
Central Province.  
 

India and Morocco sign Air Services Agreement 
enabling greater connectivity 
India and Morocco signed the revised Air Services 
Agreement between the two countries enabling greater 
connectivity through a modernized agreement.  
 
MoU signed for establishing Mahatma Gandhi 
Convention Centre in Niger 
India and Niger signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for the implementation of Mahatma Gandhi 
International Convention Centre (MGICC) in Niamey, 
Niger with the Indian government's grant assistance. 
 
World Bank approves Country Partnership 
Framework for India to support its transition to higher 
middle- income country 
The World Bank Board has endorsed an ambitious five-
year Country Partnership Framework (CPF) for India, 

which aligns with New Delhi's objectives of high, 
sustainable and inclusive growth. The move is aimed at 
supporting India's transition to a higher middle-income 
country  
 

First General Assembly of International Solar Alliance 
was held on 2 October in Delhi 
The inaugural General Assembly of International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) will be inaugurated on 2 October 2018 in 
New Delhi. It will be followed by ministerial level assembly 
of ISA following day which will be will be held in Greater 
Noida. 
 

Closing ceremony: Indo-kazakhstan Joint exercise 
kazind 2018  
Indian Army and Kazakhstan Army completed the third 
edition of their joint military Exercise KAZIND 2018 in Otar 
Military area, Kazakhstan in a significant step towards 
fostering military and diplomatic ties between the two 
countries.  
 

US considers limit on green cards for immigrants on 
benefits 
The Trump administration has proposed rules that could 
deny green cards to immigrants if they use Medicaid, food 
stamps, housing vouchers and other forms of public 
assistance.  
 
First women-only foreign minister conference held in 
Canada 
Women foreign ministers from around the world have 
kicked off a two-day conference in Montreal, Canada, that 
is aimed at highlighting women's key role in politics and 
decision-making processes. 
 

Swedish Parliament ousts Prime Minister in vote of 
no-confidence 
Sweden’s centre-right Opposition and the far right ousted 
Prime Minister Stefan Löfven in a vote of no-confidence 
after neither the left or right bloc won a majority in 
September 9 elections 
 
UAE, South Africa sign 2 extradition and legal 
assistance agreements 
UAE and South Africa signed two extradition and legal 
assistance agreements.  
 

The agreements will promote judicial and legal sector 
cooperation, in the best interest of the two friendly nations. 
 

EU announces legal entity to maintain business with 
Iran  
The European Union (EU) has said that its member 
countries would set up a payment system to allow oil 
companies and businesses to continue trading with Iran 
in a bid to evade U.S. sanctions.  
 

India, Morocco agree to enhance bilateral cooperation 
in field of defence and security 
India and Morocco have agreed to enhance bilateral 
cooperation in the field of defence and security.  
 

US, Morocco launch GCTF Terrorist Travel Initiative 
to curb terrorist travel 
United States and Morocco have launched GCTF 
Terrorist Travel Initiative under auspices of Global 
Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF). The initiative brings 
together stakeholders to share expertise on developing 
and implementing effective counterterrorism watch listing 
and screening tools.  
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India, Japan sign Loan Agreement for Bullet Train 
Funds 
India has signed two loan agreement with Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) for construction 
of Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Project and 
Kolkata East West Metro Project.  
 
Yudh Abhyas 2018: India, US annual combat exercise 
to be held Chaubatia in Uttarakhand 
India and United States will conduct their annual combat 
exercise “Yudh Abhyas” at Chaubatia in Uttarakhand from 
16 to 29 September 2018.  
 

 
 

 
Census 2021 to collect OBC data, use maps  
The Centre said the Census 2021 for the first time will 
collect data on Other Backward Classes (OBC) 
 
The decision to count the OBCs in the next Census was 
to get a correct perspective on the social status in the 
country. 
 
Germany to give Rs 990 crore loan for Ganga clean-
up 
In an effort to clean the Ganges, Germany is providing a 
soft loan of euro 120 million (Rs 990 crore approximately) 
to India to strengthen sewage water treatment 
infrastructure in Uttarakhand.  
 
Environment Ministry releases India’s National 
REDD+ Strategy 
The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan has released ‘National 
REDD+ Strategy India’  
 

REDD+ means “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
forest Degradation”, conservation of forest carbon stocks, 
sustainable management of forests, and enhancement of 
forest carbon stocks in developing countries. 
 
Department of Biotechnology inks MoU with IAE on 
Enhancing Innovation for Clean Energy Transition 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) under Union Ministry of 
Science and Technology has signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with International Energy Agency 
(IEA) for enhancing innovation for Clean Energy Transition.  
 
India inks $346 million loan agreement with ADB to 
improve State Highways in Karnataka 
India has inked $346 million loan agreement with Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) to finance Karnataka State 
Highways Improvement III Project (KSHIP-III) for 
improvement of over 400 km of state highways in 
Karnataka.  
 
I&B Ministry urges private TV channels to refrain from 
using nomenclature Dalit 
Information and Broadcasting Ministry has issued an 
advisory to the media urging them to refrain from using 
the nomenclature Dalit for people belonging to Scheduled 
Castes.  
 
National Nutrition Month being celebrated across 
country to mark the fight against malnutrition 
The National Nutrition Month (September)is being 
celebrated across the country to mark the fight against 
malnutrition.  

Internet Society inks pact with ISPAI to secure 
Internet infrastructure 
The Internet Society (ISOC) has partnered with Internet 
Service Providers Association of India (ISPAI) to 
undertake activities to promote security of network 
infrastructure in India to make the web safe for businesses 
and consumers alike.  
 

Over 1,400 killed in 10 States this monsoon  
According to data released by the Union Home Ministry’s 
National Emergency Response Centre, more than 1,400 
people have so far lost their lives due to rains, floods and 
landslides in 10 States during the monsoon season this 
year. 
 

CJI Dipak Misra names Gogoi as successor  
Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra has recommended the 
name of Justice Ranjan Gogoi, the most senior judge in 
the Supreme Court after him, as his successor 
 

Post Kerala floods, NGT stays environmental 
clearances 
Citing the recent devastating floods in Kerala and the 
serious stress to the Western Ghats ecology, the National 
Green Tribunal has restrained six States in the region from 
giving environmental clearance to activities which may 
adversely affect the eco-sensitive areas. The six States 
are Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu. 
 

Teachers' Day being celebrated on September 5 
Teachers' Day is being celebrated on September 5 
throughout the country today. The day is celebrated on the 
birth anniversary of educationist and former President Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.  
 

SC bats for minor rape survivors 
The Supreme Court has ordered that minor survivors of 
rape or sexual assault will get compensation on par with 
women victims. It extended to minor children the National 
Legal Services Authority’s (NALSA) compensation 
scheme for women rape and sexual assault survivors. 
 

SC decriminalises Section 377, makes gay sex legal 
In a landmark judgment, a five-judge Constitution Bench 
of the Supreme Court decriminalised homosexuality. The 
Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, 
unanimously held that criminalisation of private 
consensual sexual conduct between adults of the same 
sex under Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was 
clearly unconstitutional.  
 

KCR dissolves Telangana State Assembly 
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao decided 
to dissolve the Assembly and seek a fresh mandate earlier 
than the scheduled polls in April 2019.  
 
Centre grants ‘trust’ status to ‘Bharat Ke Veer’ 
initiative  
The union government has granted the status of a trust to 
‘Bharat Ke Veer’, a private initiative promoted by actor 
Akshay Kumar, which aids families of paramilitary 
personnel killed in action.  
 

Seven new IIMs to have permanent campuses by 2021  
The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment and 
operationalisation of permanent campuses of Seven new 
Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs). These IIMs are in 
Amritsar, Bodhgaya, Nagpur, Sambalpur, Sirmaur, 
Vishakhapatnam and Jammu.  



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–27898195    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                          4 
 

BEL bags contract to supply 7 long range surface-to-
air missile systems to Indian Navy  
The government owned Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) has 
bagged order worth Rs. 9,200 crore for supply of seven 
Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM) systems to 
Indian Navy.  
 
EVs, CNG vehicles don’t need permits: Nitin Gadkari  
Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said 
that no permits would be required for vehicles running on 
alternative fuel, including CNG, ethanol and EVs, a move 
that is expected to boost the demand for such vehicles in 
the country. 
 

Government extends Atal Pension Yojana indefinitely 
Union Cabinet decided to indefinitely extended Atal 
Pension Scheme, which had lapsed in August 2018.  
 

6th edition of Bengaluru Space Expo inaugurated 
The 6th edition of the biennial Bengaluru Space Expo was 
inaugurated by ISRO Chairman Dr.K Sivan in Bengaluru. 
 
Ayushman Bharat call centre inaugurated in Bengaluru 
Ayushman Bharat call centre was formally inaugurated in 
Bengaluru by CEO of Ayushman Bharat Dr. Indu Bhushan. 
This national call centre is operational since August 25. 
 

Tamil Nadu Cabinet recommends release of Rajiv 
Gandhi assassination case convicts 
Tamil Nadu Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Edappadi 
K. Palaniswami has recommended to Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit that all seven life convicts in the former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi assassination case be 
released under Article 161 of the Constitution.  
 

PM to unveil Sardar Patel’s statue on Oct. 31  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate a statue of 
Sardar Patel, described by the Gujarat government as 
“the world’s tallest”, on the birth anniversary of India’s first 
Home Minister on October 31.  
 

India joins elite group of countries capable of Air-to-
Air fuel transfer  
The first ever mid-air refueling of the indigenously 
developed light combat aircraft Tejas was successfully 
carried out, placing India in an elite group of countries 
having air-to-air refueling capacity for military planes. 
 

Delhi launches doorstep delivery of government services  
The Delhi government has launched its ambitious project 
to home-deliver services, starting with the applications for 
40 different licences and certificates.  
 

Indian Army plans to turn lean, save big  
The Indian Army is undertaking force restructuring, 
thereby reducing its strength by 1.5 lakh men and is 
expected to save Rs. 5,000 crore to Rs. 7,000 crore a year 
in revenue expenditure.  
 

Changes in ASI Act opposed  
Historians have strongly opposed changes to the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 
1958, which proposes to allow the construction of Centre-
approved public infrastructure within a 100 metre radius of 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)-protected monument.  
 

Third party audit of food businesses  
To strengthen the food safety surveillance system, the 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has 
envisaged audits of food business operators by third party 
private auditing agencies recognised by the regulator.  

India’s first missile tracking ship is readying for sea 
trials  
Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) is gearing up to undertake 
sea trials of India’s first missile tracking ship by the first week 
of October. Once ready, it will be India’s first, a force multiplier 
and cruise the country into a global elite club. 
 

NITI Aayog, Intel and TIFR collaborate to set up a 
Model International Center for Transformative AI 
(ICTAI)  
NITI Aayog, Intel, and Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research (TIFR) are collaborating to set up a Model 
International Center for Transformative Artificial Intelligence 
(ICTAI) towards developing and deploying AI-led 
application-based research projects based in Bengaluru. 
 
Piyush Goyal launches 'Rail Sahyog' 
Union Railway Minister Piyush Goyal launched a web 
portal 'Rail Sahyog', a platform for the corporates and 
PSUs (Public Sector Undertakings) to contribute to the 
creation of amenities at Railway stations through 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds. 
 

Women and Child Development Ministry issues 
advisory on the deadly online game Momo challenge 
The Women and Child Development Ministry has issued 
an advisory on the deadly online game Momo challenge, 
asking parents to monitor social media activity of their 
children to ensure that they are not engaging in the 
dangerous game. 
 

Treatment of child cancer to be covered under 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
The Union government has said that treatment of 
childhood cancer will be covered under Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana. The scheme will provide health 
insurance cover of five lakh rupees to poor families. He said 
BPL and lower-middle-class families will benefit from it.  
 

Anganwadi workers to be paid more  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced an 
increase in the remuneration for Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHA) and anganwadi workers. The 
performance-based incentives given to ASHAs have been 
doubled.  
 

Health Ministry issues notification to bring HIV/AIDS 
Act, 2017, into force  
The Union Health Ministry has issued a notification to 
bring in force the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and 
Control) Act, 2017. Safeguarding the rights of people 
living with and affected by HIV.  
 

Health Ministry prohibits manufacture, sale and 
distribution of Fixed Dose Combinations 
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 
prohibited manufacture, sale, distribution of 328 Fixed 
Dose Combinations (FDCs) for human use with 
immediate effect.  
 

Cabinet approves 4 New National Institutes of Design 
Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has approved proposal for introduction of Bill in 
Parliament for amendment of National Institutes of Design 
(NID) Act, 2014 for establishing four new NIDs across the 
country. 
 

These four new NIDs are Amaravati, Bhopal, Jorhat and 
Kurukshetra 
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LK Advani re nominated as Chairman of Ethics 
Committee of Lok Sabha 
Senior BJP leader L K Advani was re nominated as 
Chairman of Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha. He was re 
nominated by Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan. L K 
Advani represents Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency 
from Gujarat. 
 

PM Modi Announces Launch Of ‘Swachhata Hi Seva 
Movement’ 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the launch of 
'Swachhata Hi Seva Movement' from September 15. The 
movement will be launched to mark the commencement of 
Mahatma Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary on October 2. 
 

Tamil Nadu Government bans manufacture and sale 
of e-cigarettes 
Tamil Nadu Government has issued order banning 
manufacture, sale and possession of Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery Systems (ENDS) or e-Cigarettes with immediate 
effect in the state.  
 
Govt approves 100% electrification of railways by 
2021-22 
The Union cabinet approved a proposal for the complete 
electrification of Indian Railways in the next four years, 
reducing dependence on imported fossil fuel and saving 
revenue for the national carrier. 
 

BARC recommissions upgraded version of India’s 
oldest research reactor Apsara  
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Trombay has 
recommissioned India’s oldest nuclear research reactor 
named ‘Apsara’, which was shut down permanently in 
2009 for repair.  
 

BEML launches India’s first 205T Electric Drive Rear 
Dump Truck 
India’s first 205T Electric Drive Rear Dump Truck (Model 
BH205-E), designed and developed by Bharat Earth 
Movers Limited (BEML) was flagged off recently.  
 

Government launches National Scholarship Portal 
Mobile App 
Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi has launched the country’s first “National 
Scholarship Portal Mobile App” (NSP Mobile App). This 
Mobile App will ensure a smooth, accessible and hassle-
free scholarship system for students from poor and 
weaker sections.  
 

Cabinet approves New Umbrella Scheme Pradhan 
Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan 
The Union Cabinet has approved new Umbrella Scheme 
'Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan, PM-
AASHA.  The new Scheme includes the mechanism of 
ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers and is 
comprised of Price Support Scheme, Price Deficiency 
Payment Scheme and Pilot of Private Procurement and 
Stockist Scheme.  
 

Union Minister KJ Alphons inaugurates India's first 
tribal tourism circuit in Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh  
The country's first tribal tourism circuit was inaugurated by 
Union Minister of State for Tourism KJ Alphons in 
Dhamtari district of Chhattisgarh.  
 

INMAS develops India’s first indigenous anti-nuclear 
medical kit  
Scientists at the Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied 

Sciences (INMAS) claim to have developed India’s first 
indigenous medical kit that may ensure protection from 
serious injuries and faster healing of wounds resulting 
from nuclear warfare or radioactive leakage. 
 
More than 80% decline in estimated new AIDS infection 
cases from its peak in 1995: NACO report says 
According to a report by released by the National AIDS 
Control Organisation (NACO) in the HIV Estimations 
2017, there has been more than 80 per cent decline in 
estimated new HIV infection cases in the country since its 
peak in 1995.   
 
EyeROV TUNA: India’s first underwater robotic drone 
handed over to NPOL 
India’s first underwater robotic drone EyeROV TUNA was 
handed over to Naval Physical and Oceanographic 
Laboratory (NPOL) of Defence Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO).  
 
Vijaya: Indian Coast Guard commissions indigenously 
built patrol vessel  
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has commissioned 
indigenously built patrol vessel ICGS Vijaya in Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu.  
 
Rajasthan’s first lion safari inaugurated at Nahargarh 
Biological Park 
Rajasthan’s first lion safari was inaugurated at Nahargarh 
Biological Park.  
 
CCEA approves continuation of Capacity Development 
Scheme 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved 
continuation of Capacity Development Scheme for period 
2017-18 to 2019-20 
 
Capacity Development Scheme’s objective is to augment 
infrastructural, technical as well as manpower resources 
for making available credible and timely official statistics 
for policy makers and public at large. 
 
Indigenously developed weapon system ‘MPATGM’ 
successfully tested 
Indigenously developed weapon system Man Portable 
Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM), was successfully 
flight tested for the second time from the Ahmednagar 
range, Maharashtra.  
 
Festival of Nuakhai celebrated in Odisha 
The festival of Nuakhai is being celebrated in Odisha.  
 
The Nuakhai Juhar is a major ritual of the festival, during 
which greetings are exchanged with friends, relatives, and 
well-wishers.  
 
Government launches Dairy Processing & 
Infrastructure Development Fund Scheme 
Union Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has 
launched Dairy Processing & Infrastructure Development 
Fund (DIDF) Scheme with an outlay of Rs. 10881 crore. 
 
ISRO launches two U.K. satellites 
The Indian Space Research Organisation has launched 
two British satellites NovaSAR and S1-4 earth 
observation satellites at the spaceport here in Andhra 
Pradesh's Sriharikota.  
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3,400 centres to aid in practice tests  
Union HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar has inaugurated 
a network of 3,404 Test Practice Centres (TPCs) spread 
across the country to help students get familiar with the 
pattern of competitive exams to be conducted by the 
newly established National Testing Agency (NTA). 
 
More river stretches critically polluted: CPCB  
According to an assessment by the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), the number of polluted stretches 
in India’s rivers has increased to 351 from 302 two years 
ago, and the number of critically polluted stretches where 
water quality indicators are the poorest has gone up to 45 
from 34. 
 
ISRO unveils Polarimetry Doppler Weather Radar at 
Sriharikota spaceport  
ISRO inaugurated an S–band Polarimetry Doppler 
Weather Radar at SDSC/ISRO, Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh. This Radar was indigenously developed by 
Bharat Electronics Limited under Technology Transfer 
from ISRO.  
 
India targets slight increase in 2018-19 food grain 
output  
The Union Agriculture Ministry has set a food grain 
production target of 285.2 million tonnes for 2018-19, a 
marginal increase from the previous year’s harvest of 
284.8 million tonnes.  
 

The 2018-19 targets for rice, at 113 million tonnes, and 
wheat, at 100 million tonnes, are marginally higher than 
last year’s harvest.  
 
ISRO to tap small cities for innovations  
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
launched a space technology incubation centre in Tripura 
capital Agartala. It is the first of six such centres planned 
nationally to build capacity in new locations. 
 
India signs $74 mn loan pact with World Bank for 
Uttarakhand  
India has signed a financing loan agreement with the 
World Bank for USD 74 million for Uttarakhand Workforce 
Development Project (UKWDP).  
 

Government launches ‘e-Sahaj’ portal for giving 
security clearance to businesses 
The Union Home Ministry has launched a portal named 
‘e-Sahaj’ to facilitate individuals and private companies in 
seeking security clearance for setting up businesses in 
certain sensitive sectors.  
 

President Ram Nath Kovind signs ordinance banning 
instant triple talaq practice 
President Ram Nath Kovind has signed the ordinance 
banning the practice of instant triple talaq. Under the 
ordinance, giving instant triple talaq is illegal and void, and 
will attract a jail term of three years for the husband. 
 

MHA signs MoU with ISRO to set up an Integrated 
Control Room for Emergency Response 
Union Home Ministry and the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) have signed an MoU for setting up of 
a state-of-the-art Integrated Control Room for Emergency 
Response (ICR-ER) in Home Ministry.  
 
Sex offenders’ registry launched with 4.4 lakh entries  
The first-of-its-kind national sex offenders’ registry was 

launched by the government that has names and details of 
some 4.4 lakh people convicted for various sexual offences 
across the country. The database is for those convicted for 
sexual offences 2005 onwards. It includes name, address, 
photograph and fingerprint details of the convict.  
 

The database will be maintained by the National Crime 
Records Bureau.  

 
Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu orders safety 
audit of all scheduled airlines, airports 
Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu has ordered a safety 
audit of all scheduled airlines and airports.  
 
He has directed officials concerned to prepare a 
comprehensive safety audit plan, which involves assessment 
of safety parameters of all scheduled airlines, aerodromes, 
flying training schools and MROs (Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul Organisations) immediately.  
 
Cyclonic storm 'DAYE' crosses Odisha coast; triggers 
heavy rainfall in several parts of the state 
Cyclonic storm ‘Daye’ crossed near the Gopalpur coast in 
Odisha early this morning. Under the impact, heavy rain 
accompanied by high-speed wind occurred in coastal and 
southern parts of the state.  
 
Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna launched for 
unemployed insured persons: ESIC 
Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has 
decided to pay cash relief to insured persons during the 
period of unemployment under the scheme named 'Atal 
Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna' which was approved by the 
Labour Ministry. 
 
Cyclone-30: India’s biggest cyclotron facility 
becomes operational 
India’s biggest cyclotron facility named Cyclone-30 
became operational at Kolkata-based Variable Energy 
Cyclotron Centre (VECC), Cyclotron is used to produce 
radioisotopes for diagnostic and therapeutic use for 
cancer care. 
 
Prahar: Short-range, Quick Reaction tactical ballistic 
missile tested fired 
Defence Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO) has successfully flight tested indigenously 
developed surface-to-surface short-range tactical ballistic 
missile ‘Prahaar’.  
 
Health Ministry partners with Dell and Tata Trusts to 
provide technology solution for healthcare program 
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) 
has exchanged MoUs with Tata Trusts and Dell to provide 
technological platform for nationwide prevention, control, 
screening and management program of Non 
Communicable Diseases (NCDs). 
 
PM lays foundation stone of India International 
Convention and Expo Centre in New Delhi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid foundation stone of 
India International Convention and Expo Centre (IICC) in, 
New Delhi.  
 

India puts four more nuclear facilities under IAEA 
safeguards 
India has decided to place four more reactors under 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards.  
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Ban on adoption by live-in partners lifted 
Individuals in a live-in relationship will once again be able 
to adopt children from and within India after the country’s 
nodal adoption agency decided to withdraw a circular 
issued earlier this year disallowing them from doing so. 
 

India’s first Coal-gasification fertilizer plant to come 
up in Talcher, Odisha 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched commencement 
of work for India’s first Coal-gasification based fertilizer 
plant with pet coke blending will come up in Talcher, 
Odisha.  
 

Tamil Nadu Government announces scheme for 
protection of exotic Neela Kurinji plants 
Tamil Nadu government has announced Scheme for 
protection of exotic Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus 
kunthianus) plants that flower only once in 12 years.  
 
ISRO setting up third launch pad at Sriharikota for 
Gaganyaan mission 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is setting up 
third launch pad at Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh to 
undertake Gaganyaan manned space flight programme.  
 

India’s first indigenously developed Prototype Fast 
Breeder Reactor to achieve criticality in 2019 
India’s first indigenously developed 500-megawatt (mw) 
Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam in 
Tamil Nadu is expected to achieve criticality in 2019.  
 
PM Modi launches Ayushman Bharat healthcare 
scheme 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday rolled out the 
Centre’s flagship scheme — Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Abhiyaan, also known as Ayushman Bharat or the 
National Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM). 
 

The government-sponsored health insurance scheme will 
provide free coverage of up to ₹5 lakh a family a year in 
any government or even empanelled private hospitals all 
over India.  
 

India successfully test fires Prithvi Defence Vehicle 
India successfully conducted an interceptor missile test off 
the Odisha coast last night, achieving a major milestone 
in developing a two-layer Ballistic Missile Defence 
system. This Prithvi Defence Vehicle mission is for 
engaging targets at an altitude of above 50 km of the 
earth’s atmosphere.  
 

SC forms prison reforms panel  
The Supreme Court of India has formed a Committee on 
Prison Reforms chaired by former apex court judge, 
Justice Amitava Roy, to examine the various problems 
plaguing prisons in the country, from overcrowding to lack 
of legal advice to convicts to issues of remission and 
parole. 
 

Taj Mahal protection: SC gives UP time till Nov 15 for 
vision document  
The Supreme Court of India has extended till November 
15 the time for Uttar Pradesh government to come out with 
a vision document on protecting the Taj Mahal and asked 
it to consider declaring a portion of the area surrounding 
the monument as ‘heritage’. 
 

Legislators can practise law, says SC  
The Supreme Court of India held that there was no bar on 
legislators doubling up as lawyers. The Supreme Court 

said there is no conflict of interest if the MPs are allowed 
to practise law in the Supreme Court and in the High 
Courts before the very judges they have power to 
impeach. 
 

WAYU: Air pollution control device inaugurated in 
New Delhi 
Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth 
Sciences and Environment Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
inaugurated air pollution control device WAYU (Wind 
Augmentation PurifYing Unit) for traffic junctions at ITO 
intersection and Mukarba Chowk in New Delhi. The 
device aims at tackling toxicity in air by sucking in 
particulate matter and release fresh air. 
 

4 Northern states and 2 UTs agree to fix uniform tax 
rates on petroleum products 
Northern states of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh and Union Territories of Delhi and 
Chandigarh have agreed to fix uniform tax rates on 
petroleum products, amid rising fuel prices.  
 

21st Central Zonal Council meeting held in Lucknow 
The 21st Central Zonal Council meeting was held in 
Lucknow, capital of Uttar Pradesh. It was chaired by Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh.  
 

Indian Culinary Institute inaugurated in Tirupati, 
Andhra Pradesh 
Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated Indian 
Culinary Institute (ICI) in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. It is 
promoted by Union Ministry of Tourism.  
 

IAF successfully test-fires air-to-air Astra missile 
The Indian Air Force successfully test fired the 
indigenously developed Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air 
Missile Astra from a Su-30 aircraft. 
 

Aadhaar linking must for PAN, filing income tax 
returns: SC 
The Supreme Court ruled that linking the Aadhaar card to 
PAN card is mandatory and is needed for filing income tax 
returns.  
 

SC allows live streaming of proceedings of 
constitutional importance 
The Supreme Court allowed the live streaming of its 
proceedings in the cases that hold constitutional 
importance. 
 

Centre forms Lokpal search committee headed by 
former Supreme Court judge  
The Union government has set up an eight-member 
Lokpal Search Committee under the Chairmanship of 
former Supreme Court Judge, Justice Ranjana Prakash 
Desai. 
 

SC strikes down penal provision making adultery a 
criminal offence 
The Supreme Court of India has struck down the penal 
provision making adultery a criminal Offence. The court's 
five-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
declared the section 497 of the IPC as unconstitutional 
and arbitrary.  
 

Railways to roll out smart coaches  
The Indian Railways are set to launch their ‘Make in India’ 
smart coaches with new features like black box and 
artificial intelligence (AI)-powered CCTVs, matching 
international standards.  
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Centre steps up grant for disaster fund  
The Centre has enhanced its contribution in the State 
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) from 75% to 90% with 
effect from April 1. Henceforth all States will be required 
to contribute 10% to the SDRF.  
 

Govt launches Agmark online system  
The Union government has launched an online platform 
for processing applications related to quality certification 
mark 'Agmark' for agricultural products. 
 

Kolkata launches India’s first flood forecast system  
The Kolkata Municipal Corporation, with the support of the 
Asian Development Bank has launched the country’s first 
flood forecasting and early-warning system, which will 
provide real-time data on inundation, rainfall intensity, 
temperature, air quality and other climate-related data. 
 

Model Code will come into force on premature 
dissolution of assembly: EC 
Election Commission has issued direction on the 
applicability of Model Code of Conduct in case of premature 
dissolution of state assembly followed by the caretaker 
government till the formation of new government. 
 

Parakram Parv celebrated to showcase courage, 
sacrifice of Indian Armed Forces 
Parakram Parv will be celebrated from 28 September to 
30 September to showcase the courage, valour and 
sacrifice of Indian Armed Forces. 
 

Panel approves nutrition norms  
India’s top nutrition panel the National Technical Board on 
Nutrition (NTBN) has recommended that severely 
malnourished children must be fed freshly cooked food 
prepared from locally available cereals, pulses and 
vegetables, and distributed by anganwadi centres. 
 

Andhra Pradesh gets first rank in Ease of Living Index 
under AMRUT 
Andhra Pradesh has topped in implementation of the Atal 
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) at the national level. AP stood first in 
implementation of AMRUT with 65.24 per cent, followed 
by Odisha (59.17 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (54.32 per 
cent) and Telangana (52.39 per cent) in the rankings 
awarded to States and Union Territories (Uts). 
 

Centre to issue warnings on lynchings 
The Centre has assured the Supreme Court that the 
Union and State governments would, within a week, start 
broadcasting on radio and TV a stern message that mob 
lynchings and violence would invite the wrath of law.  
 

Delhi's IGI Airport 16th busiest in the world; over 6 cr 
passengers visited in 2017  
According to Airports Council International (ACI), India's Indira 
Gandhi International Airport has been ranked as the 16th 
busiest in the world, handling 6.34 crore passengers in 2017. 
 

Helpline for tobacco users in India 
India has become the first and only SAARC country to 
have a quit-line number on tobacco products. The quit-line 
number will be printed on all tobacco products 
manufactured after September 1, 2018. 
 

India is the fourth country in Asia after Thailand, Malaysia 
and Singapore to have this government helpline for those 
looking at quitting tobacco. 

India’s 100th airport opens in Sikkim  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the first 
airport in Sikkim. With this, the number of functional 
airports in the country went up to 100.  
 

BSNL signs deal with Softbank, NTT to roll out 5G, 
internet of things  
State-run telecom firm BSNL has inked a pact with 
Japan’s Softbank and NTT Communications to roll out 5G 
and internet of things (IoT) technology in India.  
 

SC allows entry of women of all ages in Sabarimala 
temple 
The Supreme Court of India paved the way for the entry 
of women of all ages into the Ayyappa temple at 
Sabarimala in Kerala. The five-judge constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, in its 4:1 verdict, 
said banning the entry of women into the shrine is gender 
discrimination and the practice violates the rights of Hindu 
women. 
 

President to inaugurates plenary session of Mahatma 
Gandhi International Sanitation Convention in New Delhi  
President Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the plenary 
session of Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation 
Convention in New Delhi. The four day international 
conference will bring together Sanitation Ministers and 
other leaders in WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) 
from around the world.  
 

Govt sets up ministerial group to suggest measures 
for helping states facing natural calamities 
The Union Finance Ministry has approved the constitution 
of a seven-member Group of Ministers (GoM) to examine 
the issue regarding Modalities for Revenue Mobilisation in 
case of Natural Calamities and Disasters. It will be headed 
by Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi. 
 

Government launches Centre of Excellence for Data 
Analytics (CEDA) 
The Union government has launched Centre of 
Excellence for Data Analytics (CEDA) in New Delhi. CEDA 
will strengthen citizen service delivery through data-driven 
governance.  
 

The centre would also provide data profiling tools and 
techniques along with necessary expertise to analyse the 
data for quality issues. 
 

Tourism Awards: Ahmedabad and Mandu gets best 
heritage city, Qutub Minar best monument for 
differently-abled 
UNESCO World Heritage City Ahmedabad and Mandu 
were jointly declared as the ‘Best Heritage City’, while 
Qutub Minar bagged the top award in the differently-abled 
friendly monument category at the National Tourism 
Awards. 
 

In the 'Best Heritage Walk' category, INTACH Heritage 
Walks Delhi chapter and 'Indore Heritage Walk' were 
jointly declared as winners. 
 

Loo Review Campaign: Government and Google 
launch campaign to review public toilets 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has partnered with 
Google to launch Loo Review campaign on Google Map. 
It will run throughout October and November 2018 in an 
effort to increase awareness and ease of locating public 
toilets across India. 
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NITI Aayog inks SoI for with Oracle collaboration 
against counterfeit drugs in India 
NITI Aayog has singed Statement of Intent (SoI) with 
Oracle to pilot real drug supply-chain using blockchain 
distributed ledger and Internet of Things (IoT) software to 
fight growing problem of counterfeit drugs in India.  
 
NITI Aayog and UN sign Sustainable Development 
Framework for 2018-2022 
NITI Aayog and United Nations in India signed 
Sustainable Development Framework for 2018-2022.  
 
UN Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDF) 2018-
2022 outlines development cooperation strategy between 
Union Government and United Nations Country Team in 
India in support of achievement of India’s key national 
development priorities and Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 
 
1st corn festival of country held in Madhya Pradesh 
In Madhya Pradesh, the first corn festival of the country 
held in Chhindwara. The festival is one of a kind 
international event.  
 
Madhya Pradesh is one of the largest corn producing 
states in India, with Chhindwara being the highest corn 
producing district. 
 
Govt, FAO launch green agri project in 5 states with 
USD 33.5mn grant 
The union government along with United Nations body 
FAO has launched an agriculture project with $33.5 million 
grant from Global Environment Facility (GEF) that seeks 
to bring transformative change in the farm sector through 
conservation of biodiversity and forest landscapes. 
 

 
 
 

Vodafone, Idea merger overtakes Bharti  
Idea Cellular has merged Vodafone India with itself to 
create the country’s largest telco with a subscriber base 
of 408 million, overtaking Bharti Airtel. The merged entity, 
Vodafone Idea Ltd., will have Kumar Mangalam Birla as 
the chairman. 
 

Telecom panel okays National Trust Centre  
The Telecom Commission stated that a National Trust 
Centre would be created for certifying devices and 
applications for machine-to-machine communication, a 
new-age technology that is at the heart of concepts like 
smart homes.  
 

PNB plans to divest entire stake in NSE  
Punjab National Bank is looking to sell its entire holding of 
0.11% in the National Stock Exchange (NSE) and expecting 
to raise more than Rs. 48 crore by divesting the stake.  
 
Vedanta appoints Srinivasan Venkatakrishnan new 
CEO  
Vedanta Resources Plc. (Vedanta) has appointed 
Srinivasan Venkatakrishnan as the CEO with effect from 
August 31, 2018.  
 

Court refuses to extend motor insurance deadline  
Longer duration motor third party insurance cover is all set 
to become mandatory for new cars and two-wheelers as 
scheduled from September 1, with the Supreme Court 
refusing to extend the deadline.  

Xiaomi to shift cloud servers to India for local data 
storage  
Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi has decided to 
migrate its cloud servers to India to store data locally.  
 

Sunil Mehta elected as new Chairman of Indian 
Bank’s Association for 2018-19 
Punjab National Bank (PNB’s) managing director and 
chief executive, Sunil Mehta was elected as new chairman 
of Indian Banks Association (IBA) for year 2018-19.  
 

Prime Minister launches India Post Payments Bank 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a payments 
bank of the Department of Posts that will take banking to 
the doorstep of every citizen through an unmatched 
network of post offices and almost 3 lakh postmen and 
‘Grameen Dak Sewaks’. 
 

Mauritius tops India’s FDI charts again 
According to RBI data, Mauritius remained the top source 
of foreign direct investment (FDI) into India in 2017-18 
followed by Singapore. The total FDI stood at $37.36 
billion in the financial year, a marginal rise over the $36.31 
billion recorded in the previous fiscal. 
 

Govt plans exam for individuals looking to become 
independent directors  
The Union government plans to hold examinations for 
individuals who want to become independent directors as 
part of bolstering the corporate governance framework.  
 

Wipro bags $1.6 billion contract, its largest-ever  
Wipro bagged a $1.6 billion 10-year contract, its largest to 
date, to provide digital solutions to IIlinois-based Alight 
Solutions LLC.  
 

ITRs filed so far this year register 71% rise compared 
to corresponding period last year 
The filing of Income Tax Returns has registered an 
upsurge of around 71 per cent upto the 31st of August as 
compared to the corresponding period of last year.  
 

GST collection for Aug stands at around Rs 94,000 cr 
The total GST collection for August this year stood at 
around 94 thousand crore rupees which is slightly lower 
than the GST collected in July of over 96 thousand crore 
rupees while in June the collection was over 95 thousand 
600 crore rupees. 
 

Reserve Bank of India tightens ombudsman scheme  
The Reserve Bank of India has tightened the banking 
ombudsman scheme with the objective to strengthen the 
grievance redressal mechanism for customers. It has 
asked all commercial banks having 10 or more banking 
outlets to have an independent internal ombudsman (IO) 
to review customer complaints that are either partly or fully 
rejected by the banks. 
 

TCS crosses Rs. 8 lakh cr. in market cap  
IT major Tata Consultancy Services became the second 
Indian company to attain a market valuation of more than 
Rs. 8 lakh crore following a surge in its share price. At 
close of trade, TCS market valuation stood at Rs. 
8,01,397.36 crore on the BSE 
 

Karur Vysya Bank rolls out tab-based loan processing 
system  
Karur Vysya Bank Ltd (KVB) has rolled out KVB Next, a 
tab-based digital initiative, intended to help eligible retail 
and business customers get in-principle sanctions for 
loans within 15 minutes.  
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Lockheed, Tata in JV to make F-16 jet wings  
In a major boost to the ‘Make in India’ initiative, the US 
based Lockheed Martin has entered into an agreement 
with Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) for the wings 
of its F-16 fighter jets project.  
 

Amazon unveils Hindi platform  
Amazon India said that its e-commerce website and 
mobile application were available in Hindi. Currently, 
players such as Paytm Mall offer users the option to use 
Hindi as a language.  
 

Asia Index launches S&P BSE Private Banks Index  
Asia Index Pvt Ltd, a joint venture between S&P Dow 
Jones Indices and BSE Ltd, announced the launch of an index 
designed to measure the performance of private banks.  
 

SEBI to review FPI diktat after panel submissions  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) will 
soon review its circular issued in April that barred Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs), among others, from managing 
funds they invest in India.  
 

PM Jan Dhan Yojna to be open-ended scheme with 
more incentives 
The Union government has decided to make the Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) an open-ended scheme 
and added more incentives to encourage people to open 
bank accounts. The new features included are; 
 

The overdraft facility has been doubled from Rs. 5,000 to 
Rs. 10,000 under the Yojana and the age limit for availing 
overdraft facility has also been revised to 18 to 65 years 
from the earlier 18 to 60 years. 
 

Accidental insurance cover for new RuPay Cardholders 
has been raised from Rs. one lakh to Rs. two lakh. 
 

ADB unveils new tool to boost access to trade finance 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) launched its first 
Trade Finance Scorecard, a new tool to address market 
gaps stemming from the unintended consequences of 
global measures to fight money-laundering and terrorism. 
 

Monetary limit for filing cases in DRT doubled to Rs 
20 lakh  
The Union government doubled the monetary limit to Rs. 
20 lakh for filing loan recovery application in the Debt 
Recovery Tribunals (DRTs) by banks and financial 
institutions, to help reduce pendency of such cases.  
 

Rupee breached 72 level  
The fall in rupee continued for the seventh straight session 
as it breached the 72 a dollar mark for the first time amid 
growing demand for aggressive intervention from the 
Reserve Bank of India. The rupee has now depreciated 
13% in 2018. 
 

SBI appoints Anshula Kant as Managing Director 
The Union Government has appointed Anshula Kant as 
Managing Director of the State Bank of India. 
 

India's Q1 current account deficit (CAD) at 2.4% of 
GDP: RBI data 
India's current account deficit (CAD) as a percentage of 
GDP declined marginally to 2.4 per cent in the April-June 
quarter of 2018-19 against 2.5 per cent in the year-ago 
period, the RBI data released showed. 
 

Axis Bank appoints HDFC’s Amitabh Chaudhry as MD 
& CEO 
Axis Bank said Amitabh Chaudhry has been appointed as 
its managing director & CEO from January 1, 2019, for a 
period of three years. 

Bimal Jalan heads panel to select next CEA 
The government has appointed a panel under former 
Reserve Bank of India governor Bimal Jalan to select the 
next chief economic adviser in the finance ministry, two 
months after it sought applications for the post after Arvind 
Subramanian resigned from office. 
 

Govt. panel to look into e-com issues  
The union government has set up a group of secretaries to 
review a recently released draft e-commerce policy, which 
has drawn severe criticism from many stakeholders. The 
new group will be chaired by the secretary in the department 
of industrial policy and promotion (DIPP).   
 

TRAI slaps fine on Jio, Airtel, others for not meeting 
service quality norms  
Telecom regulator TRAI has imposed penalties on major 
telecom operators, including Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and 
Vodafone and Idea Cellular (now merged), for slipping on 
various service quality benchmarks for the March quarter. 
 

Seven countries at risk of exchange rate crises: 
Nomura  
According to the global financial services major Nomura, 
seven countries, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Argentina, 
Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey and Ukraine are at risk of 
exchange rate crises as investors re-assess their risks 
following the crisis in Argentina and Turkey.   
 

SC orders status quo on RBI’s February 12 circular  
The Supreme Court of India ordered status quo on the 
implementation of a February 12 circular of the Reserve 
Bank of India which mandates insolvency proceedings for 
a debt servicing default beyond 180 days. The apex court 
ordered that insolvency proceedings should not 
commence against the defaulting power companies. 
 

Centre notifies rules for shares issue  
The Union government has mandated that issue of further 
shares and transfer of all shares by unlisted public companies 
should be only in demat form beginning October 2.  
 
Cabinet approves MoU between EXIM Bank and 
BRICS banks for blockchain research 
Union Cabinet has approved MoU signed between Export-
Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) and member banks under 
BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism on Collaborative 
Research on Distributed Ledger and Block chain 
Technology in context of development of digital economy. 
 

BSNL, Unlimit ink partnership for IoT/M2M services in 
India 
Unlimit, end-to-end IoT service provider in India 
announced its partnership with State-owned Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) to offer comprehensive 
Internet of Things (IoT) solutions and services to the 
enterprise customers across India. 
 

Government targeted to contain fiscal deficit at 3.3 pc 
of GDP 
The Union government is determined to keep fiscal deficit 
within the budgeted level of 3.3 per cent of GDP as the 
country cannot afford to have a twin deficit problem.  
 

Reserve Bank purchases govt securities (G-secs) 
worth Rs 10,000 crore on September 19 
The Reserve Bank of India purchased government 
securities (G-secs) worth Rs 10,000 crore on September 
19, a move aimed at inducing liquidity in the system. The 
purchase of the government securities had done through 
Open Market Operations (OMO) 
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Family-owned firms fare better: CSRI  
According to a latest study by Credit Suisse Research 
Institute (CSRI), Indian family-owned businesses are 
among the best in Asia, accounting for more than 50% of 
the top 30 performers in terms of growth and profitability. 
 

7 Indian groups top in investor returns: study  
According to a report by global consulting firm Bain & 
Company, seven Indian conglomerates — Bajaj, Lalbhai, 
Wadia, Murugappa, Emami, Godrej and Torrent have 
delivered superior returns of between 22% and 32% to 
their shareholders in the last 15 years compared with their 
pure-play (companies that focus on a single business) 
counterparts in Asia, according to a study. 
 

Mahindra Group to go carbon neutral by 2040  
Mahindra Group chairman Anand Mahindra has pledged 
to go carbon neutral by 2040. This was stated by him at 
the Global Climate Action Summit. 
 

Exports rise at fastest pace in 3 months in August 
The country's exports rose at the fastest pace in three 
months to reach 27.84 billion US dollars in August on 
account of healthy growth in petroleum products, 
engineering, pharma, and gems and jewellery shipments. 
 

Wholesale inflation drops to four-month low of 4.53% 
in August 
According to the government data released, inflation 
based on wholesale prices eased to a four-month low of 
4.53 per cent in August on softening of prices of food 
articles, especially vegetables. 
 

BoI looks to raise Rs 1,000 cr from sale of non-core 
assets 
Government owned Bank of India (BOI) is looking to raise 
about Rs. 1,000 crore through selling stake in some of 
non-core assets and real estate properties.  
 

Centre proposes to amalgamate Bank of Baroda, 
Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank 
The Union government has proposed the amalgamation 
of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank, and Dena Bank to create 
India’s 3rd largest globally competitive Bank.  
 

US-China trade war intensifies; Trump orders 
additional 10 per cent tariff on 200 billion dollars 
worth of Chinese imports 
The trade war between the US and China has intensified 
with the US President Donald Trump imposing an 
additional 10 per cent tariffs on about 200 billion dollar 
worth of Chinese imports.  
 

Former foreign secy S Jaishankar joins board of 
USISPF  
Former foreign secretary S Jaishankar has joined the 
board of the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum 
(USISPF). Mr Jaishankar is currently president of Global 
Corporate Affairs for the Tata Group.  
 

PayU Receives Nod From RBI To Operate Its Own 
NBFC  
South Africa-based conglomerate Nasper's fintech 
company PayU has received approval from the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) to operate its own non-bank financial 
company (NBFC), which is subject to certain pending RBI 
compliance. 
 

SEBI cuts expense ratio for MF schemes  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
lowered the total expense ratio (TER) for open-ended 
equity schemes, thereby making it less expensive for 

investors to invest in mutual funds. 
 

The regulator has capped the maximum expense ratio at 
1.05% for open-ended equity schemes with assets under 
management (AUM) in excess of Rs. 50,000 crore.  
 

RCom to hang up on telecom business 
Reliance Group will exit the telecommunications business 
all together and will instead focus on real estate assets 
development, valued at Rs. 25,000 crore, chairman Anil 
Ambani said.  
 

Indian ride-hailing company Ola takes on Uber in New 
Zealand  
Indian ride-hailing company Ola announced its plans to 
enter New Zealand, deepening its battle with U.S rival Uber. 
 

BSE, NSE get Sebi approval to launch commodity 
derivatives  
Leading stock exchanges BSE and NSE have got 
approval from the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(Sebi) to launch trading in commodity derivatives segment 
from October 1.  
 

India Post Payments Bank, Bajaj Allianz join hands to 
provide insurance to all 
State-owned India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) and 
private life insurer Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co Ltd 
(BALIC) have entered into a strategic partnership to 
provide life insurance solutions, especially at the doorstep 
of every household in the country.  
 

ECB norms eased to stem rupee fall  
The RBI has eased norms for raising funds through 
external commercial borrowing in a move seen to arrest 
the sharp fall in the rupee.  
 

As per the new norms, manufacturing firms can raise ECB 
upto $50 million with a minimum average maturity period 
of one year, as compared to three years earlier.  
 

10 public sector banks get new CEOs  
The Centre has appointed chief executives to 10 public 
sector banks. The banks which got new heads include 
Syndicate Bank, Andhra Bank, Maharashtra Bank, Indian 
Bank, United Bank of India, Allahabad Bank, Dena Bank 
and others. 
 

New appointments of Banks 
MD & CEO of Indian Bank: Padmaja Chundru 
MD & CEO of Syndicate Bank: Mrutyunjay Mahapatra 
MD & CEO of Central Bank of India: Pallav Mahapatra  
MD & CEO of Andhra Bank : J. Packirisamy  
MD & CEO of Allahabad Bank : S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao 
MD & CEO of Dena Bank: Karnam Sekar 
MD & CEO of Bank of Maharashtra: A.S. Rajeev  
MD & CEO of UCO Bank : Atul Kumar Goel  
MD & CEO of Punjab and Sind Bank: S. Hari Shanker 
MD & CEO of United Bank of India: Ashok Kumar Pradhan 
 

IRDAI panel to examine fintech issues  
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India(IRDAI) has constituted a 10-member committee, 
comprising its officials as well as senior executives of a 
few insurers, to study regulatory issues fintech (Financial 
technology) poses for insurance. 
 

Samara Capital buys Aditya Birla Retail 
Kumar Mangalam Birla-led $45-billion Aditya Birla Group 
has sold its entire stake in retail arm Aditya Birla Retail 
Limited (ABRL), which owns and operates food and 
grocery retail under the ‘More’ brand, to mid-market 
private equity firm Samara Capital.  
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Yes Bank CEO to stay only till Jan. 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended Yes 
Bank’s managing director and chief executive officer 
Rana Kapoor’s term till January 31, 2019. The board of 
Yes Bank had sought the banking regulator’s approval for 
three years. 
 

Trump’s New China Tariffs Could Slow Growth of US 
Economy, IMF Warns 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned that 
worsening trade tensions and exchange of tariffs could 
cause significant economic cost to the global economy. 
The escalating trade dispute between the United States 
and China could hinder the growth of the American 
economy, the International Monetary Fund warned. 
 

Small savings interest rates hiked  
The Union government has hiked interest rate on small 
savings schemes,  
 

Public provident fund (PPF) will now fetch 8% interest rate 
for the October-December quarter, up from 7.6% in the 
current quarter. 
 

The Sukanya Samriddhi Account scheme will now fetch 
8.5% interest rate as compared to 8.1% earlier. 
 

The interest rate on Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) has been 
hiked to 7.7% from 7.3%.   
 

The five-year National Savings Certificate (NSC) will now 
fetch 8%, the same rate as that of PPF, from 7.6% currently. 
 

The interest rate on popular 5-year Senior Citizen Savings 
Scheme has been hiked to 8.7% from 8.3%. Similarly, the 
interest rate on post office Monthly Income Scheme (MIS) 
has been hiked to 7.7% from 7.3%. 
 

The five-year post office recurring deposit scheme will 
fetch 7.3%, from 6.9% earlier. The post office savings 
deposit interest rate has been kept unchanged at 4%. 
 

Centre appoints 14 EDs to public sector banks 
According to government order, as many as 14 general 
managers have been appointed as executive directors in 
different public sector banks. 
 

CCI approves ArcelorMittal’s acquisition of Essar Steel  
The Competition Commission has approved the 
acquisition of debt-ridden Essar Steel by a consortium of 
ArcelorMittal and Japan’s Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal 
Corporation.  
 

SEBI revises KYC norms for foreign portfolio 
investors 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
announced the revised guidelines for know your client 
(KYC) requirement for foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
allowing non-resident Indians (NRIs), resident Indians 
(RIs) and overseas citizens of India (OCIs) to be part of 
such FPIs investing in India. 
 

IRDAI Raised Compulsory Insurance Cover Limit for 
Owner Driver Increased to Rs 15 Lakh 
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDAI) 
has increased the minimum insurance cover for owner-
driver to Rs 15 lakh for a premium of Rs 750 per year, 
considering the high number of road accidents that place 
in the country every year.  
 

NSE, LSE inks MoU for dual listing of masala bonds 
National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) and London 
Stock Exchange (LSE) have signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on creating dual 

listing route for masala bonds and foreign currency bonds 
of Indian issuers.  
 
World Bank endorses Country Partnership 
Framework for India’s transition to high-middle 
income nation 
World Bank board has approved ambitious five-year 
Country Partnership Framework (CPF) for India that is in 
line with Government of India’s objectives of high, 
sustainable and inclusive growth.  
 

Fitch raises India’s GDP forecast to 7.8% from 7.4% 
for FY19 
Fitch Ratings in its Global Economic Outlook has revised 
up India’s growth forecast for current fiscal year (2018-19) 
to 7.8% from 7.4% projected earlier.  
 

WhatsApp appoints grievance officer 
Facebook-owned company WhatsApp has appointed a 
grievance officer for India and has detailed out the 
process for users to flag concerns and complaints, 
including those around fake news. 
 

FDI in telecom sector jumps five times in last 3-years 
The Union Government has stated that the Foreign Direct 
Investment in telecom sector has jumped five times in last 
three years from 1.3 billion US dollars to 6.2 billion US 
dollars. 
 

SoftBank leads $1 billion fund infusion into OYO 
Hotels  
Hotel chain OYO had raised a total of $800 million in the 
latest financing round led by SoftBank Investment 
Advisers (SBIA) through SoftBank Vision Fund, with 
participation from existing investors Lightspeed Venture 
Partners, Sequoia and Greenoaks Capital. 
 

Liquidity crisis hits NBFC stocks hard  
The recent sell-off in the shares of non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies 
(HFCs) has been so severe that some of the sector 
constituents are currently trading at a discount of over 
50% when compared to their 52-week highs. 
 

Government launches Financial Inclusion Index 
Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs Arun 
Jaitley launched Financial Inclusion Index in New Delhi.  
 

Finance Ministry launches web portal to grant loans 
to MSMEs within hour 
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley launched portal 
‘www.psbloansin59minutes.com’ to enable micro, small 
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to get in-principle 
approval of loans within hour without need for branch visit. 
 

Government Increases Customs Duty On Import Of 19 
Items  
To arrest the massive fall in Indian Rupee, the union 
government has increased customs duty on import of 19 
items. This increase in import duty is aimed at bridging 
current account deficit (CAD).  
 

RBI eases cash reserve rules to ease liquidity 
condition of banks 
The Reserve Bank of India has allowed banks to dip 
further into statutory cash reserves in a bid to ease a 
liquidity squeeze afflicting the nation's money markets. 
With this banks could carve out' up to 15 per cent of 
holdings under the statutory liquidity reserves to meet 
their liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) requirements as 
compared to 13 per cent now. 
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Cabinet Approves 100% Government Stake in Goods 
and Services Tax Network (GSTN) 
The Union Cabinet has approved increasing the 
government stake in Goods and Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) to 100 percent. The government currently holds 
49 percent stake in the technological arm of the new 
indirect tax regime, will acquire the entire 51 percent 
equity held by the non-government institution. 
 

Finance Ministry launches Mobile Application Jan 
Dhan Darshak as a Part of Financial Inclusion 
The Union Finance Ministry has launched Mobile Application 
Jan Dhan Darshak as a Part of Financial Inclusion.  
 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka account for 
40% of retail loans 
According to TRANSUNION CIBIL, Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka together accounted for 40 per cent 
of the total retail loans in the country as on June 30, 
despite representing just 20 per cent of the population.  
 

Dena board clears merger with BoB and Vijaya Bank 
The board of Dena Bank has cleared the merger proposal 
with Bank of Baroda and Vijaya Bank that was proposed 
by the government last week.  
 

Domestic aviation traffic saw 17% growth in August  
According to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s 
monthly data, domestic aviation traffic registered a growth 
of 17% in the month of August, with airlines ferrying a total 
of 11.3 million passengers as opposed to 9.6 million same 
time last year. 
 

Govt. creates high-level group to advise on boosting 
trade  
Union Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu has approved 
the constitution of a high-level advisory group (HLAG) to 
look into the opportunities and ways to address the 
ongoing challenges in the global trade scenario. 
 

The HLAG will be chaired by Prime Minister’s Economic 
Advisory Council Member Surjit Bhalla, and other 
members will include S. Jaishankar, Former Foreign 
Secretary and Sanjeev Sanyal, Principal Economic 
Advisor, Government of India. 
 
Centre cuts gross borrowing estimate for current 
fiscal by Rs 70,000 crore  
Economic Affairs Secretary SC Garg has announced a 
reduction in gross borrowing estimate for the current fiscal 
by 70,000 crore rupees and maintained that the 
government will contain fiscal deficit target at 3.3 per cent. 
 

RBI cracks down on Bandhan Bank for violating norm  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cracked the whip on 
Bandhan Bank freezing the remuneration of its MD and 
CEO Chandra Shekhar Ghosh for not bringing down 
promoters’ shareholding in the bank to 40% within three 
years of operations as mandated by it while granting the 
bank licence.  
 

States’ average GST revenue shortfall down to 13% in 
FY19  
The average revenue shortfall of States due to the Goods 
and Services Tax has fallen to 13% in the ongoing 
financial year up to August 2018, from 16% in 2017-18.  
 

RBI draft warns of action for market abuse  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had issued the draft 
guidelines on prohibiting market abuse, which propose to 
debar errant participants from accessing the market. The 
directions, called the Reserve Bank of India (Prohibition of 

Market Abuse) Directions 2018, define what is market 
manipulation, benchmark manipulation and misuse of 
information as well. 
 

PNB Board Approves Rs. 5,431-Crore Capital Infusion 
From Government 
State-run Punjab National Bank's board has approved a 
proposal for capital infusion of Rs. 5,431 crore from the 
central government by way of preferential issue of equity 
shares at a price determined as per Sebi regulations. 
 

Government sets up Injeti Srinivas High Level 
Committee on Corporate Social Responsibility 
The Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs has constituted 
High Level Committee on Corporate Social Responsibility 
– 2018 under Chairmanship of Injeti Srinivas, Secretary, 
MCA. It will review existing framework and guide and 
formulate roadmap for coherent policy on Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR). 
 

2nd Global RE-INVEST to be held in New Delhi from 
3rd to 5th Oct.  
The 2nd Global RE-INVEST will be held in New Delhi from 
3rd to 5th of next month. 15 Indian states will participate in 
the 2nd Re-Invest. Over 150 speakers including 55 
international speakers from 15 countries will take part in it. 
 
 

 
Dr B.K. Misra named for 2018 Dr B.C. Roy National 
Award as eminent medical person of the year 
Mumbai-based eminent neurosurgeon Dr B.K. Misra was 
named for prestigious Dr B.C. Roy National Award for 
year 2018 as Eminent Medical Person of the Year. It is 
highest medical honor of India  
 

Poet Satrughna Pandav To Receive 39th ‘Sarala 
Puraskar’ 
Noted Odia poet Satrughna Pandav will receive the 
prestigious Sarala Puraskar for his poetry work ‘Misra 
Dhrupad.’  
 

Manoj Jhalani selected for UNIATF Award  
Manoj Jhalani, Additional Secretary & Mission Director 
(National Health Misson), has been conferred with the 
prestigious UN Interagency Task Force (UNIATF) Award 
for his outstanding contribution towards prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and 
related Sustainable Development Goals. 
 

Anushka Sharma Receives Smita Patil Award 
Union Transport Minister felicitated Bollywood actor 
Anushka Sharma during the 34th anniversary of 
Priyadarshni Academy Global Award, in Mumbai. She 
received the Smita Patil award for best actor. 
 

Narendra Modi, Emmanuel Macron selected for UN's 
highest environmental award  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President 
Emmanuel Macron are selected for this year's 
'Champions of the Earth' award - UN's highest 
environmental honour.  
 
 

 

 
Binoy Kumar assumes charge of Secretary in Steel 
Ministry  
Binoy Kumar has taken over as Secretary, Ministry of 
Steel, Government of India. Prior to this, Binoy Kumar 
held the post of Special Secretary, Logistics, in the 
Department of Commerce.  
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Jain monk Tarun Sagar passes away 
Jain Muni Tarun Sagar passed away at the age of 51 in 
Delhi's Radhapuri Jain temple due to prolonged illness. 
 

Justice Tahira Safdar sworn in as first woman Chief 
Justice of a Pakistani high court  
Justice Tahira Safdar was sworn in as the first woman 
Chief Justice of a Pakistani high court.  
 

PTI’s Arif Alvi elected 13th President of Pakistan 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Arif Alvi has been 
elected 13th President of Pakistan.   
 

Poonam Khetrapal Singh nominated for 2nd term as 
WHO SEAR regional director  
World Health Organisation (WHO) said Dr Poonam 
Khetrapal Singh has been nominated for a second five-year 
term as regional director of its South-East Asian Region.  
 

BSNL signs boxer Mary Kom as brand ambassador  
BSNL has roped in Indian boxer M.C.Mary Kom as its 
brand ambassador for two years.  
 

Journalist Inderjit Badhwar to represent India as 
special moderator in Prague Writers Festival  
Noted Veteran journalist and author Inderjit Badhwar will 
represent India as special moderator in the Prague 
Writers Festival which will start from October 3.  
 

Alibaba's Jack Ma to step down as chairman   
Jack Ma, who founded e-commerce giant Alibaba Group 
has announced that he will step down as the company's 
chairman next September. He will be succeeded by CEO 
Daniel Zhang.   
 

Indian-origin researcher gets $6.5 mn grant for 
metastatic cancer treatment  
The US National Cancer Institute has given the 
"Outstanding Investigator Award" to Professor Arul 
Chinnaiyan, from the University of Michigan, and $6.5 
million in funding over seven years, to identify cancer 
biomarkers to improve diagnosis and develop new 
targeted therapies.  
 

Economist Vijay Shankar Vyas passes away 
Vijay Shankar Vyas, an agricultural economist who had 
worked with two Prime Ministers as a member of their 
Economic Advisory Councils (EAC), passed away after a 
brief illness. 
 

Former PepsiCo India head D Shivakumar elected as 
ASCI Chairman  
D Shivakumar, former PepsiCo India head, has been 
appointed chairman of Advertising watchdog Advertising 
Standards Council of India (ASCI).  
 

Justice Gogoi to be next CJI  
The President of India has appointed Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi as the 46th Chief Justice of India. Justice Gogoi will 
assume office on October 3. He is the first Chief Justice 
of India from Assam.  
 

Former Union minister Satya Prakash Malviya passes 
away  
Former Union Petroleum Minister Satya Prakash 
Malaviya has died at a private hospital in New Delhi. Mr. 
Malaviya was Petroleum Minister in the Chandra Shekhar 
government at the Centre.  
 

Wrestler Ganpatrao Andalkar passes away 
Well-known wrestler Ganpatrao Andalkar passed away in 
Pune.  He was 83. Andalkar, a former Olympian who took 

part in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, had bagged the coveted 
"Hind Kesari" title in 1960. 
 

BARC head Kamlesh Nilakanth Vyas made Atomic 
Energy Commission chief  
Renowned scientist Kamlesh Nilakanth Vyas, director, 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, has been appointed the 
secretary of Department of Atomic Energy, and chairman 
of Atomic Energy Commission till May 2021.  
 

B.C. Khanduri removed as defence panel chairman  
In the latest round of reshuffle of Parliamentary panels, 
BJP MP and former Minister Major General B.C. Khanduri 
was removed as Chairman of the standing committee on 
Defence. Mr. Khanduri has been replaced by former 
Union Minister Kalraj Mishra. 
 

Anindo Majumdar appointed as CVC's new Secretary  
The Centre has appointed Anindo Majumdar as Secretary 
of the Central Vigilance Commission.  The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment 
of Anindo Majumdar, who is a 1985 batch IAS cadre. 
 

Indian Wrestling coach Yashvir dead  
Noted wrestling coach Yashvir Singh passed away. 
Yashvir was the only Indian to have been decorated with 
the award of best coach by FILA. Yashvir was Sushil 
Kumar’s coach. Yashvir was honoured with the 
Dronacharya award in 2012, 
 

Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang Has Passed 
Away  
Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang died aged 61 at a 
military hospital in the capital Hanoi following a period of 
illness.  
 

Anil Kumar Chaudhary appointed as new Chairman of 
Steel Authority of India Ltd 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appointed 
Anil Kumar Chaudhary as new Chairman of Steel 
Authority of India Ltd.  
 

Opposition leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih wins 
presidential election in Maldives  
Maldives Opposition leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih has 
won the presidential election. Mr Solih secured 133,808 
votes compared to the 95,526 for incumbent President 
Abdulla Yameen.  
 

Filmmaker Kalpana Lajmi passes away at 64  
Renowned filmmaker Kalpana Lajmi passed away. Ms. 
Lajmi, a director, producer and screenwriter, was known 
for working on real subjects. Her films often had a woman 
at the centre. Some of her popular films include Rudaali, 
Daman, Darmiyaan.  
 

Google Appoints Keith Enright As Its Chief Privacy 
Officer 
Alphabet Inc.’s Google has appointed its privacy lawyer, 
Keith Enright, as Chief Privacy Officer as the company 
proposed policies for potential federal regulation of data.  
 

Mukesh Ambani tops India Rich list for 7th time in a 
row 
Billionaire Mukesh Ambani, chairman of India’s second-
most valued firm ‘Reliance Industries’, has topped the 
‘Barclays Hurun India Rich List 2018’ for the seventh 
consecutive year, with the total net worth of INR 371,000 
crore.  
Mr Ambani is followed by London-based S.P. Hinduja,  
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Litterateur Kavita Mahajan passes away  
Eminent Marathi litterateur and translator Kavita Mahajan, 
winner of a 2011 Sahitya Akademi translation award, 
passed away.  
 

Former BCCI president BN Dutt passes away  
Former BCCI president Biswanath Dutt, best known in 
Indian cricket fraternity as Jagmohan Dalmiya's mentor, 
passed away  
 

Facebook to have new head in India  
Facebook has appointed Ajit Mohan as managing director 
and vice-president of the social networking site’s India 
operations.  
 

Moutaz Mousa Abdallah becomes Sudan's new PM 
Moutaz Mousa Abdallah has been appointed Sudan's new 
Prime Minister. Sudan has been grappling with an acute 
foreign exchange shortage and inflation above 65 percent 
for several months, prompting President Omar al-Bashir 
to sack the previous cabinet to fix the situation. 
 

 
 

 
Heritage tag for 2 irrigation facilities in Telangana  
The International Executive Council of the International 
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) has 
accepted Telangana government’s nomination of 
Sadarmatt anicut across river Godavari in Nirmal district 
and Pedda Cheruvu in Kamareddy district in the ICID 
Register of Heritage Irrigation Structures.  
 

Samsung Opens World's Largest Mobile Experience 
Centre In Bengaluru 
Samsung has now opened its biggest experience centre 
in Bengaluru, Karnataka. Opera House, the 33,000 sq ft 
iconic building in the city’s central business district,  
 
 
 
Badrinath hangs up his boots  
Former India and Tamil Nadu batsman S. Badrinath 
announced his retirement from all formats of the game. A 
prolific scorer in the first-class arena with more 10,000 
runs, the middle-order batsman played in two Tests, seven 
ODIs and one T20 for India between 2008 and 2011.  
 

18th Asian Games: India finishes with biggest ever 
medal tally 
India ended their Asian Games 2018 campaign with the 
highest medal tally at the tournament ever, with a total of 
69 medals which includes 15 gold, 24 silver and 30 bronze 
medals. China finished on top of the medal tally with 132 
gold medals. 
 

Indian Kho Kho team to get financial support for 
participation in International championship  
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister, Colonel Rajyavardhan 
Rathore has approved the financial support for the Kho 
Kho team participating at first international Kho Kho 
championship in in England.  
 

Sakshi Choudhary clinches gold medal at World 
Youth Boxing in Budapest  
Former junior world champion boxer Sakshi Choudhary 
added the youth crown to her medal list in the 57-kilogram 
category, claiming the gold at the World Youth Boxing in 
Budapest.  
 

Anjum, Apurvi become first set of Indian shooters to 
secure quota places for 2020 Olympics 
Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi Chandela have become the 

first set of Indian shooters to secure quota places for the 
2020 Olympics.  
 

England batsmen Alastair Cook calls time on his 
international career  
Alastair Cook has announced his retirement from 
international cricket.  
 

Indian Shooter Om Prakash bags gold at ISSF World 
Championship 
Indian Shooter Om Prakash Mitharwal picked up his maiden 
gold medal at the International Shooting Sport Federation 
World Championships. He claimed the top honours in the 50 
metres pistol event. 
 

Asian Games: Japan swimmer Rikako Ikee claims 
US$50,000 prize money after being named Games 
MVP 
Japanese swimmer Rikako Ikee was named the Olympic 
Council of Asia’s Most Valuable Player at the 18th Asian 
Games in Jakarta and Palembang by the OCA. Ikee won 
six gold and two silver medals at the 18th Asian Games in 
Jakarta. 
 

Lewis Hamilton wins the Italian Grand Prix  
Lewis Hamilton won his fifth Italian Grand Prix after a first-
lap clash with title rival Sebastian Vettel which spun the 
Ferrari driver back to 17th. 
Former India Bowler RP Singh Retires From All Forms 
Of Cricket  
Former India pacer Rudra Pratap Singh has announced 
his retirement from all forms of cricket.  He played 14 Tests 
for India where he took a total of 40 wickets with best 
figures of 5/59 against England in 2007. 
 

Saurabh bags air pistol gold  
Saurabh Chaudhary shot a junior world record 245.5 to 
win the junior men’s gold in air pistol in the 52nd World 
shooting championship  
 

Italian tennis player Schiavone retires 
Francesca Schiavone, who became the first Italian 
woman to win a Grand Slam singles title when she 
captured the 2010 French Open and the biggest title of 
her career has announced her retirement from 
professional tennis. 
 

Hriday Hazarika shoots gold at ISSF World 
Championships 
Teenager Hriday Hazarika clinched a gold medal for India 
in the Men's 10m Air Rifle Junior event at the ongoing 
International Shooting Sports Federation (ISSF) World 
Championship. 
 

India Blue wins 2017-18 Duleep Trophy 
India Blue has won 2017-18 Duleep Trophy by defeating 
defending champion India Red by an innings and 187 runs 
in the final match played at NPR College ground in 
Dindigul, Tamilnadu.  
 

Ankur Mittal wins double trap gold in ISSF World 
Championship 
Ankur Mittal claimed the men’s double trap gold medal in 
the ISSF World Championship for his career’s biggest 
triumph 
 

Novak Djokovic wins men't title in US open Tennis 
Novak Djokovic of Serbia won the Men's singles final in 
the US Open Tennis. He defeated Juan Martin del Potro 
of Argentina 6-3, 7-6, 6-3 in straight sets. It was Djokovic's 
14th Grand Slam title and the third US Open title.  
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Triple jumper Arpinder becomes first Indian to win 
medal in IAAF Continental Cup 
Triple jumper Arpinder Singh has created history by 
becoming the first Indian to win a bronze medal in the 
IAAF Continental Cup at Ostrava in Czech Republic 
 
Hyderabad Open badminton: India's Sameer Verma 
wins singles title 
India's Sameer Verma clinched the men's singles titles at 
the Hyderabad Open badminton tournament.  
 

The pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
won the men's doubles title, 
 

Golf: Englishman Justin Rose becomes world 
number one 
Justin Rose became world number one when he finished 
second at the BMW Championship where he lost a playoff 
with American Keegan Bradley. 
 

England beat India by 118 runs in the fifth and final 
Test to wrap up the series 4-1 
England beat India by 118 runs in the fifth and final cricket 
Test to wrap up the series 4-1 at the Oval.  
 

India's Junior shooters win first set of skeet medals 
at ISSF World Championships 
India's Junior shooters have won the country's first set of 
skeet medals at the ISSF World Championships held at 
Changwon, South Korea.  
 
Justice Mukul Mudgal to head Selection Committee to 
pick up Dronacharya and Dhyanchand Awardees 
Justice Mukul Mudgal was named Chairman of 11-
member selection committee to pick this year’s 
Dronacharya and Dhyanchand awardees given as part of 
National Sports Awards ceremony.  
 
World Shooting: Udhayveer Singh wins individual 
gold in jr. men's 25m pistol event   
Udhayveer Singh has won an individual Gold Medal in 
Junior Men's 25 metre pistol event in the World Shooting 
Championships in South Korea.  
 
India’s 102-year-old female athlete wins gold medal at 
World Masters Athletics Championships 
India’s oldest female athlete Man Kaur (102-year-old) has 
won a gold medal at the World Masters Athletics 
Championships in Malaga, Spain. 
 
SAFF Cup 2018: Maldives beat India 2-1 to lift trophy 
Maldives have lifted the 2018 South Asian Football 
Federation (SAFF) Cup. In the final at the Bangabandhu 
Stadium in Dhaka, they defeated defending champions 
India 2-1.  
 

Sakshi Malik settles for Silver medal at Medved Intl 
Wrestling  
Malik settled for a Silver medal at the Medved 
International Wrestling tournament at Minsk, Belarus.  
 

Nadal maintains top spot  
Spain’s Rafael Nadal maintained the No. 1 spot in the 
men’s Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) world 
singles rankings released on Monday with 8,760 points, 
ahead of Switzerland’s Roger Federer. 
 

Sajan wins historic silver in wrestling at Junior World 
Championships 
Sajan Bhanwal became India’s first Greco Roman 
wrestler to win two World Championships medals after he 

finished with a silver medal at 2018 Junior Wrestling World 
Championships in Trnava, Slovakia in the 77kg weight 
category. 
 

Junior World wrestling championship: Anshu gets 
bronze  
Anshu Malik beat Russia’s Alina Kazymova 11-5 to win 
bronze at the junior World wrestling championship here  
 
National Sports Awards 2018 
The Union Government bestows National Sports Awards 
every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports 
in India. These awards include Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award, Dronacharya Award, Arjuna Award, Dhyan Chand 
Award, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy and 
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar.  
 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 2018--- S. Mirabai Chanu 
(Weightlifting) and Virat Kohli (Cricket) 
 

India to host the women’s boxing world 
championships 
The Women’s Boxing World Championships, to be hosted 
by India after more than a decade, will be held from 
November 15-24, 2018, in New Delhi. 
 

India Won Silver in Asian Team Snooker 
Championship 
India settled for the silver medal after losing to Pakistan 2-
3 in the final of the Asian Team Snooker Championship. 
 

Vaishali Narendra Salavkar will be India’s first female 
blind chess player at World Chess Olympiad 
Vaishali Narendra Salavkar will become the first Indian 
female to be part of the International Braille Chess 
Association (IBCA) team at the world chess Olympiad, 
which started on September 23 at Batumi in Georgia. 
 

Junior world wrestling championship: Deepak Punia 
settles for silver medal  
India's Deepak Punia settled for a silver after losing the 
86kg freestyle final to Turkey's Arif Ozen at the junior world 
wrestling championship in Slovakia.  
 

China Badminton Open: Indonesia's Sinisuka stuns 
Japan's Kento Momota to win Men's singles title  
Indonesia's Anthony Sinisuka Ginting beat Japan's Kento 
Momota to take the Men's singles China Open title in 
Changzhou.  
 

Meanwhile, Spain's Carolina Marin beat China's Chen 
Yufei 21-18, 21-13 to take the women's singles title. 
 

Boxing: Joshua retains world heavyweight title 
Britain’s Anthony Joshua has  retained his world 
heavyweight titles by inflicting the first stoppage defeat of 
Alexander Povetkin’s professional career with a ruthless 
seventh-round finish at Wembley Stadium.  
 
Track Asia Cup: Indian cyclists bag 3 Gold, 3 Silver, 1 
Bronze on Day 1 
India won 3 Gold, 3Silver and a Bronze on the opening 
day of the 5th Track Asia Cup Cycling in New Delhi. 
 
8th Asian Yoga Sports Championship to begin in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
The 8th Asian Yoga Sports Championship organised by 
Asian Yoga Federation has begun in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. Nearly 450 participants 
representing 12 Asian countries showcasing their yoga 
skills will take part in four-day event.  
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Sreeshankar sets National record  
M. Sreeshankar bettered Ankit Sharma’s National and meet 
record in the men’s long jump to steal the show on the 
penultimate day of the National Open athletics championships. 
 

Croatian footballer Luka Modric wins FIFA's best 
player of the year award  
Croatian footballer Luka Modric was named the world's best 
male player at the Best Fifa Football Awards in London.  
 

India sweep Serbia Junior and Cadet Open  
India have swept the team titles in the girls and cadet boys 
category at the 2018 Serbia Junior and Cadet Open in 
Belgrade.  
 

Women's Cricket: India defeat Sri Lanka by 7 wickets 
in fourth T-20 to clinch 5-match series 
India defeated Sri Lanka by 7 wickets in the fourth T-20 at 
Colombo to clinch the 5-match series. 
 

India lift Asia Cup for 7th time  
Team India has lifted the Asia Cup for a record-extending 
seventh time. In the Final played at Dubai, the Men in Blue 
defeated Bangladesh by 3 wickets on the final ball of the 
match to successfully defend the title. 
 

Sable breaks 37-year-old National steeplechase 
record  
Avinash Sable erased Gopal Saini’s 37-year-old National 
record to retain the men’s 3000m steeplechase title in 
style on the concluding day of the National Open athletics 
championships. He set the new mark of 8:29.80 and 
became the first Indian to do a sub-8:30. 
 

WADA lifts ban on Russia  
The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) lifted a ban on 
Russia’s anti-doping agency, RUSADA, paving the way 
for Russian athletes to return to competition across all 
sports. 
 

Pranab, Shibnath bag India's 1st ever bridge gold at 
Asiad 
India's 60-year-old Pranab Bardhan and 56-year-old 
Shibnath Sarkar won the men's pair bridge event to bag 
the country's first-ever gold in bridge at the Asian Games.  
 

World Champion Kevin Mayer sets new world record 
in Decathlon 
World champion Kevin Mayer set a new world record in 
the decathlon with 9,126 pointsat the Decastar meet at the 
Decastar event in Talence, France. 
 

Kenya's Eliud Kipchoge sets new marathon world 
record of 2 hour 1 minute 39 seconds 
Kenyan Eliud Kipchoge set a new marathon world record 
in Berlin smashing the previous best as he clocked the 
42.195 km race in 2 hour 1 minute 39 second. Kipchoge 
broke the previous world record by more than one minute.  
 

Boxing: MC Mary Kom clinches her 3rd gold medal of 
the year 
World boxing champion M C Mary Kom has clinched her 
third gold medal of the year in 48 kg category of the 
Silesian Open boxing Tournament for women in Gliwice, 
Poland.  
 

Indian boxers Simranjit Kaur, Monika and Bhagyabati 
Kachari win gold medals in Turkey 
Indian boxers Simranjit Kaur, Monika and Bhagyabati 
Kachari won gold medals at Ahmet Comert Tournament in 
Istanbul, Turkey.  

 
 
 

China-Maldives Friendship Bridge: First cross-sea 
bridge in the Maldives inaugurated 
China-Maldives Friendship Bridge was opened for traffic. 
It is first cross-sea bridge to be built in Maldives.  
 

India, Nepal sign MoU on Raxual-Kathmandu railway 
line 
India and Nepal have signed MoU to build strategic 
railway line connecting Raxaul city in Bihar, India to 
Kathmandu, capital of Nepal.  
 

Exercise KAKADU 2018: INS Sahyadri reaches Port 
Darwin in Australia 
Indian Naval Ship Sahyadri has reached Port of Darwin, 
Australia to participate in multilateral regional maritime 
exercise KAKADU 2018 conducted by Australia.  
 

AYUSH Minister inaugurates 4th international 
Ayurveda Congress at Netherlands 
Minister of State for AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik 
inaugurated the Fourth International Ayurveda Congress 
(IAvC) at the Netherlands.  
 

World coconut day observed on September 2nd 2018 
World coconut day is celebrated on 2nd of September 
annually as declared by Asian and Pacific coconut 
community (APCC)  
 

India leads growth in international tourism from 
South Asian region 
According to data from the UN’s tourism organisation, the 
number of people travelling abroad hit record levels in 
2017 with a total of 1,323 million international tourist 
arrivals recorded in destinations around the world, with 
India leading the growth in the South Asian region. 
 

Narendra Modi releases Venkaiah Naidu's book on his 
first year as vice president 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi released Venkaiah Naidu's 
book, Moving On… Moving Forward: A Year in Office, on 
his experiences during the first year as the Vice President 
of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha. 
 

India along with 23 other nations to participate in 
tsunami mock drill  
India along with 23 other nations will participate in a two 
day major Indian ocean-wide tsunami mock drill known as 
IOWave18 which will involve evacuation of thousands of 
people from coastal areas in over half a dozen coastal states. 
 

International Women Entrepreneurs Summit gets 
underway in Nepal 
The International Women Entrepreneurs Summit 2018 is 
being held in Kathmandu,Nepal.  
 

The theme of the 3-day event is “Equality begins with 
Economic Empowerment”. 
 

Indians among world's laziest: WHO report  
According to a report from the World Health Organization, 
Uganda came in first as the most energetic, with Kuwait 
in last place in the survey of 168 nations.  India ranked 
117th, Philippines 141st and Brazil 164th.   
 

India ranks 19 in ‘Theft Ranking’ for countries with 
weapons usable nuclear materials 
India has been ranked at the 19th position, one position 
above since the last rankings by the Nuclear Threat 
Initiative (NTI)- Nuclear Security Index that published a 
report on theft rankings of ‘weapon-usable’ nuclear 
materials.  

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/health#_blank
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India And France To Collaborate On Human Space 
Mission 'Gaganyaan' 
India and France have announced a working group for 
Gaganyaan, ISRO's first manned mission announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Independence Day. 
India plans to send three humans to space before 2022. 
 

Japan to test mini ‘space elevator’  
A Japanese team has developed a “space elevator” and 
will conduct a first trial this month, blasting off a miniature 
version on satellites to test the technology.  
 

Google Announces New AI Technology to Fight 
Online Child Sexual Abuse 
US tech giant Google announced that it is employing a 
new artificial Intelligence (AI) technology to combat online 
spreading of contents involving child sexual abuse.  
 

PISA: India to participate in international students’ 
test after 9-year Boycott 
Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD has 
officially decided to participate in Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) after gap of nine years.  
 

PISA is assessment test for 15-year-olds, organized every 
three years by Organization for Economic Cooperation 
Development (OECD), Paris, France. 
 

3rd ASEM Conference on Global Ageing and Human 
Rights of Older Persons held in Seoul 
The third ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) Conference on 
‘Global Ageing and Human Rights of Older Persons’ was 
held in Seoul, capital of South Korea.  
 

Dataset Search: Google launches new search engine 
for scientific communit Search engine giant Google has 
launched Dataset Search, a new search engine for 
scientific community that will help them make sense of 
millions of datasets present online.  
 

World Hindu Congress 2018 held in Chicago, United 
States 
The World Hindu Congress (WHC-2018) was held Chicago, 
United States. It was organized to commemorate 125 years 
of Swami Vivekananda’s historic Chicago address in 1893. 
The theme of WHC-2018 was “Sumantrite Suvikrante” — 
think collectively, achieve valiantly”.  
 

Pakistan could become world’s 5th largest nuclear 
weapons state: Report 
According to recent report, Pakistan could become 
world’s 5th largest nuclear weapons state after Russia, 
United States, France and China in terms of possession 
of total nuclear warheads.  
 

WOSA-2018: 4th World Summit on Accreditation held 
in New Delhi 
The World Summit on Accreditation (WOSA-2018) was held 
New Delhi. WOSA-2018 was organized by National Board 
of Accreditation (NBA) with the theme on “Challenges and 
Opportunities in Outcome Based Accreditation”.  
 

International Literacy Day: 8 September 
International Literacy Day, celebrated annually on 8 
September. This year’s theme is ‘Literacy and skills 
development.’  
 

Florence expected to become a major hurricane as it 
heads to US 
In the US, Hurricane Florence is expected to become a 
dangerous 'major hurricane" as it heads toward the US 
East Coast.  

World Suicide Prevention Day observed on 10th 
September 
World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) is an awareness day 
observed on 10 September every year, in order to provide 
worldwide commitment and action to prevent suicides, with 
various activities around the world since 2003. 
 

US marks 17th anniversary of 9/11 attacks 
Americans marked the 17th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks that killed almost 3,000 people in 
New York, Virginia and Pennsylvania.  
 

Iraq replaces Saudi as top oil supplier to India in 
August 
According to data from industry and shipping sources, 
Iraq replaced Saudi Arabia in August as the top oil supplier 
to India, as refiners turned to Iraqi barrels to compensate 
for a lower intake of Iranian oil ahead of U.S. sanctions in 
November.  
 

Hindi Diwas Observed Across India On 14 September 
Hindi Divas (Hindi Day) was observed across India on 14 
September 2015. The day was observed to promote Hindi 
and show its importance and its cultural heritage, values 
among the people of the country and abroad. 
 

Hyderabad International Airport: World no 1 Airport in 
5-15 Million Passengers Per Annum category 
Hyderabad International Airport (Rajiv Gandhi International 
Airport) was awarded Airports Council International Airport 
Service Quality World no.1 airport award in the 5-15 Million 
Passengers Per Annum (MPPA) category.  
 

International Day of Democracy: 15 September 
The International Day of Democracy is observed globally 
on 15th September. The theme for International Day of 
Democracy for 2018 is 'Democracy under Strain: 
Solutions for a Changing World'.  
 

National Engineer's Day: 15 September 
The National Engineers Day (NED) is celebrated every 
year on September 15 in India as a remarkable tribute to 
the greatest Indian Engineer Bharat Ratna 
Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya.  
 

India First Country in the world to develop document 
on cooling action plan 
India is the first country in world to develop India Cooling 
Action Plan (ICAP) document and the draft was prepared 
by Ozone Cell of MoEFC. It aims to provide sustainable 
cooling while keeping in mind, at the same time, the need 
to protect the ozone layer from substances that can 
deplete it 
 

Germany launches world's first hydrogen-powered 
train  
Germany has rolled out the world’s first hydrogen-
powered train, signaling the start of a push to challenge 
the might of polluting diesel trains with costlier but more 
eco-friendly technology. 
 

India contributes 1 million to UN's ambitious solar 
project 
India has contributed one million US dollars for the 
installation of solar panels on the roof of the imposing UN 
building at the world body's headquarters in New York. 
 

3rd edition of MahaBiz 2018 to be held in Dubai on 
12th, 13th October  
The 3rd edition of acclaimed International Business 
Conference ‘MahaBiz 2018’ will be held in Dubai on 12th 
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and 13th October 2018. MahaBiz is considered a bridge 
for business opportunities between Maharashtra state 
and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region. 
 

21st September: International Day of Peace  
Every year the International Day of Peace is observed 
around the world on 21 September.  
 

Hong Kong opens high-speed rail link with mainland 
China 
Hong Kong opened a new high-speed rail link to inland 
China that will vastly decrease travel times but also raises 
concerns about Beijing's creeping influence over the 
semi-autonomous Chinese region. 
 

‘Village Rockstars’ is India’s official entry to Oscars 
2019 
Rima Das’ National Award-winning Assamese film Village 
Rockstars has been selected as India’s official entry to the 
91 Academy Awards, 2019. 
 

Nepal to be world's first country to double its tiger 
population 
Nepal is likely to be the first country in the world to double 
its tiger population. Currently there are estimated 235 wild 
tigers in the country, nearly doubling the baseline of 
around 121 tigers in 2009. 
 

India ranks 158th among 195 countries in health care 
investment 
According to a study by Seattle-based Institute of Health 
Metrics and Evaluation published in the Lancet, India ranked 
at 158th in the world for its investments in education and 
healthcare in a survey of 195 countries. Finland tops the list 
of 195 countries in the two key sectors. 
 

Famous 'Indra Jatra' festival being celebrated in 
Kathmandu 
The famous Indra Jatra festival is being celebrated in 
Kathmandu with gaiety and religious fervor. The eight day 
long annual festival is observed to worship Indra, the lord 
of rain and good harvest.  
 

Japan becomes world's first to land rovers on 
asteroid surface 
Japan became the world's first country to successfully 
land two robotic rovers on an asteroid. The surface of an 
asteroid can be viewed via moving robots.  
 

India’s Mars probe completes four years in orbit: 
ISRO  
According to ISRO, India’s maiden interplanetary mission, 
the Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) — has completed four 
years orbiting the red planet.  
 

Microsoft, Adobe, SAP in data alliance 
Microsoft, Adobe Systems and SAP have formed an 
alliance to offer clients using their applications a unified 
view of data on their respective end-customers.  
 

3 Indian women selected among Facebook’s Global 
Community Leaders 
Social networking giant Facebook has selected three 
Indian women among five global leaders for $1 million 
award as part of its Community Leadership Programme. 
They are Adhunika Prakash, Chetana Misra and 
Tamanna Dhamija. 
 

25th September: Antyodaya Diwas 
25th September was observed as Antyodaya Diwas 
across the country to mark the birth anniversary of Pandit 

Deendayal Upadhyaya, a noted philosopher, historian 
and political activist. Antyodaya means uplifting of the 
weakest section of the society. 
 

India ranks 96th on Economic Freedom Index  
India was placed 96th among 162 countries in this year’s 
report on Economic Freedom in the World, released by 
the Centre for Civil Society(CCS) in partnership with 
Canada’s Fraser Institute. Last year, India’s rank was 98.  
 
Uber pays 148m over data breach cover-up 
Ride-hailing firm Uber is paying 148 million dollars to 
settle legal action over a cyber-attack that exposed data 
from 57 million customers and drivers.  
 

The personal data from 57 million Uber accounts also 
included information about 600,000 driving licence 
numbers. 
 

India to organise 'Gandhi March' in Netherlands 
India will organise 'Gandhi March' from the iconic Peace 
Palace at the Hague, The Netherlands to launch the two-
year long celebrations of the 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
 

UAE to host Interfaith Alliance Forum in November 
The UAE will host the Interfaith Alliance Forum in the 
nation's capital, Abu Dhabi on 19th and 20th November. 
The forum aims to address and discuss social challenges 
and to strengthen efforts by religious leaders to formulate 
cohesive ideas that enhance the protection of the young 
individuals from extortion and crime via the internet. 
 

UAE, Red Cross sign pact to support humanitarian 
efforts in Yemen, Myanmar & Congo 
The UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation has signed a cooperation agreement with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, ICRC, to 
support the humanitarian response plan in Yemen, 
Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of Congo, in 
addition to support ICRC’s budget, totaling 11 million 
USD. 
 

Statue of Nelson Mandela unveiled at United Nations 
A statue of Nelson Mandela has been unveiled at the 
United Nations to honour the late South African leader's 
birth. This year marks the 100th anniversary of Mandela's 
birth, and the U.N. is declaring 2019-2028 the "Nelson 
Mandela Decade of Peace. 
 

Canada's parliament unanimously voted to strip 
Myanmar's leader of her honorary citizenship 
Canada's parliament has voted unanimously to effectively 
strip Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi of her honorary 
Canadian citizenship over the Rohingya crisis. Canada 
has given honorary citizenship in 2007. 
 

World Rabies Day observed on September 28  
Every year September 28 is observed as World Rabies 
Day. This year the theme for the day is 'Rabies: Share the 
message. Save a life'. 
 

The day also marks the anniversary of Louis Pasteur's 
death, the French chemist and microbiologist, who 
developed the first rabies vaccine. 
 

29th September: World Heart Day 
World Heart Day takes place on 29th September every 
year. It is the biggest platform for raising awareness about 
cardiovascular disease, including heart disease and 
stroke.  

 


