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Millions of people could be driven into poverty in 
East Asia and Pacific: World Bank 
The World Bank has said that the economic slowdown due 
to Covid-19 pandemic could throw millions of people into 
poverty in China and other East Asian-Pacific countries. 
 
COVID-19: Japan bans entry of people from 49 more 
countries 
Japan has banned entry of people from 49 more countries, 
including the US, Canada, all of China, South Korea and 
seven Southeast Asian countries. This brings the total 
number of countries banned from entering Japan to 73 
 
World Bank to provide $1-billion to boost India‟s 
health infra 
The World Bank has announced $1-billion (over  
₹7,500 crore) support for the India Covid-19 emergency 
response and health systems preparedness project. This 
is largest ever support for the health sector in India. 
 
UNGA adopts resolution calling for global solidarity 
in fight against COVID-19 
The United Nations General Assembly has unanimously 
adopted a resolution on COVID-19, calling for intensified 
international cooperation to defeat the pandemic. Co-
sponsored by 188 nations including India, the resolution 
titled “Global solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19)” is first such document on the global 
pandemic to be adopted by the world organization. 
 
US witnesses loss of 7,01,000 jobs in March due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic 
The United States witnessed the loss of 7,01,000 jobs in 
March raising the nation's unemployment rate by almost 
one per cent to 4.4 per cent due to the Corona virus 
pandemic, said the Labour Department in its monthly 
employment report.According to the report, the 
unemployment rate increased by 0.9 percentage points 
in March. 
 
Italy unveils record 430 bn US dollars stimulus to 
boost economy 
Italy has unveiled a record 430 billion US Dollar stimulus 
to help businesses hurt by a month-long national 
lockdown that is like to run on for many more weeks. The 
programme will add to the 340 billion euros in 
government-backed loans announced last month. 
 
Indian American-owned pharma firm pledges to 
donate 3.4 million HydroxychloroquineSulphate 
tablets 
An Indian American-owned pharma firm named Amneal 
Pharmaceuticals, has pledged to donate 3.4 million 
HydroxychloroquineSulphate tablets to some of the key 
COVID-19 battleground states, including New York and 
Louisiana, joining the war against the Corona virus. 
  
UN Chief suspends rotation, deployments of 
peacekeepers until 30th June 
UN Chief Antonio Guterres has suspended the rotation and 
deployments of the peacekeepers until 30th of June to 
mitigate the risk of transmission of the novel Coronavirus. 

EU finance ministers reach agreement on 
coronavirus rescue deal 
EU finance ministers have agreed a 500-billion-euro 
($550-billion) rescue for European countries hit hard by 
the coronavirus epidemic, but sidelined a demand by 
Italy and France for pooled borrowing. 
 
Spy chief Kadhemi named Iraq‟s third PM-designate 
this year 
Iraqi President BarhamSaleh nominated spy chief 
Mustafa Kadhemi as the country‟s third Prime Minister-
designate this year, moments after his predecessor 
Adnan Zurfi ended his bid to form a government. 
 
Global chemical weapons watchdog blames Syria for 
toxic attacks 
The global chemical weapons watchdog Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) for the 
first time explicitly blamed Syria for toxic attacks, saying 
President Bashar al-Assad's air force used the nerve gas 
sarin and chlorine three times in 2017.  
 
Venezuela extends nationwide quarantine for 
another 30 days 
Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro has extended a 
nationwide quarantine for another 30 days to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 in the country. 
 
India lifts ban on export of hydroxychloroquine 
India relaxed a ban on exports of paracetamol and 
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ), both used in Covid-19 
therapies, and placed them in the licensed category. US 
President Donald Trump had threatened India with 
retaliation if it rejected his country‟s demand for the 
supply of hydroxychloroquine. 
 
Top oil producers agree on deal to cut output amid 
coronavirus crisis 
Top oil-producing countries have agreed to cut output in 
order to boost plummeting oil prices due to the 
coronavirus crisis and a Russia-Saudi price war. Kuwait 
Oil Minister Khaled al-Fadhel announced the agreement 
to cut production by nearly 10 million barrel per day by 
OPEC members starting on May 1st. 
 
Instructed administration to stop US funding for 
WHO: Prez Donald Trump 
US President Donald Trump has announced that he has 
instructed his administration to stop US funding for the 
World Health Organization (WHO), which he accused of 
grossly mismanaging and covering-up the spread of the 
novel coronavirus 
 
IMF calls on all countries to refrain from putting 
restrictions on exporting medical supplies 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has called on all 
countries to refrain from putting restrictions on exporting 
medical supplies in view of their massive requirement 
across the globe to combat the Corona virus pandemic. 
 
UN General Assembly meetings scheduled for next 
few months postponed 
The UN General Assembly meetings scheduled for the 
next few months have been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic  
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US allows H1B visa extension, relief for stranded 
Indians 
In a big relief for thousands of stranded Indian 
professionals in America due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the US government has decided to accept 
their H-1B visa applications for an extended stay in the 
country. 
 

US approves sale of anti-ship missiles, torpedoes 
worth USD 155 million to India 
The Trump administration has notified the Congress of 
its determination to sell Harpoon air-launched anti-ship 
missiles and Mark 54 lightweight torpedoes worth 155 
US million dollars to India to enhance its deterrent 
capabilities against regional threats partners. 
 

44th session of World Heritage Committee of 
UNESCO scheduled in Fuzhou postponed: China 
The 44th session of the World Heritage Committee of 
UNESCO, which is initially scheduled from 29th of June 
to 9th of July, in Fuzhou of eastern China's Fujian 
Province, has been postponed to a later date due to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

UK extends the lockdown till 7 May 
UK government has extended the lockdown till May 7 as 
part of the country's fight against Coronavirus.  
 

South Korea Prez's left-leaning ruling party wins 
absolute majority in parliamentary elections 
In South Korea, President Moon Jae-in's left-leaning 
ruling party won an absolute majority in parliamentary 
elections.  The Democratic party and its allies took 180 
seats in the 300-member National Assembly. 
 

Israeli President asks Parliament to pick PM 
Israel‟s President ReuvenRivlin has asked the Knesset 
to choose a new Prime Minister, giving Parliament three 
weeks to agree upon a leader or plunge the country into 
an unprecedented fourth consecutive election in just 
over a year  
 

US President Donald Trump unveils three phase plan 
to ease lockdown and reopen US economy 
US President Donald Trump has unveiled a three-phase 
plan to reopen country's economy following the COVID-
19 outbreak. The new plan allows governors to gradually 
ease the lockdown in their states. 
 

President Trump announces USD 19bn financial 
relief package for American farmers 
President Donald Trump has announced a 19 billion US 
Dollar financial rescue package for American farmers. 
The program package will include direct payments to 
farmers, ranchers and producers who have experienced 
losses during this pandemic. 
 
China classifies coronavirus epicentre Wuhan as a 
low-risk area 
China has classified the coronavirus epicentre Wuhan as 
a low-risk area, days after it revised upwards the city's 
death toll by 50 per cent. 
 
Australia calls for independent investigation into 
global response to coronavirus pandemic 
Australia has called for an independent investigation into 
the global response to the coronavirus pandemic, 
including the World Health Organization's handling of the 
crisis. 

UN member states call for 'equitable, efficient, 
timely' access to future coronavirus vaccines 
The 193 members of the UN General Assembly have 
adopted by consensus a resolution that calls for 
'equitable, efficient and timely' access to any future 
vaccines developed to fight coronavirus. The resolution 
was drafted by Mexico.  
 
Mexico, US agree to extend restrictions on non-
essential travel by another 30 days 
Mexico and the United States have agreed to extend 
restrictions on non-essential travel across their border by 
another 30 days. 
 
Sri Lanka to conduct parliamentary polls on June 20 
Sri Lanka's Elections Commission has announced that it 
would conduct the country's parliamentary polls on June 
20th. 
 
Donald Trump suspends key routes to US 
immigration for 60 days 
US President Donald Trump said he would suspend 
immigration into the US for at least 60 days, in a move 
aimed at helping Americans who had become unemployed 
in the economic fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
China names disputed islands 
China defended its naming of 80 islands and other 
geographical features in the South China Sea in a move 
likely to anger neighbors as the country asserts its 
territorial claims. China established new administrative 
districts for the contested Spratly and Paracel island 
chains. 
 
UK: Social distancing measures might stay for rest 
of the year 
British government's chief medical adviser Professor 
Chris Whitty has warned that social distancing measures 
in the UK may well have to stay in place for the rest of 
the year. 
 
Novel Coronavirus likely to remain for a long time to 
come: WHO 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has said that the 
novel coronavirus is likely to remain on the planet for a 
long time to come. 
 
Iran says it successfully launched a military satellite 
into Orbit 
Iran has launched a military satellite called Noor into 
orbit, a successful launch after months of failures. The 
satellite was launched from a three-stage carrier and 
was placed in 425-km orbit. 
 
Pakistan receives USD 1.39 billion emergency loan 
from IMF to deal with Corona virus crisis 
Pakistan has received an emergency loan of 1.39 billion 
US Dollars from the International Monetary Fund to 
boost its foreign exchange reserves in the wake of the 
further economic downturn due to the Corona virus 
crisis. 
 
COVID-19: China announces additional USD 30 
million grant for WHO 
China announced an additional 30 million US Dollar 
grant to the World Health Organization. The grant will be 
in addition to the 20 million US Dollars provided by China 
earlier to the WHO. 
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There is no evidence that recovered patients are 
immune to COVID-19 infection: WHO 
World Health Organization (WHO) has said that there is 
currently no evidence that people who have recovered 
from COVID-19 and have antibodies are protected from 
a second infection. WHO said no study has evaluated 
whether the presence of antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 
confers immunity to subsequent infection by this virus in 
humans. 
 
ADB approves USD 1.5 bn loan to India to fight 
COVID-19 
The Asian Development Bank has unveiled a $1.5 billion 
Covid-19 package for India and is in discussions with the 
government on further aid for specific sectors 
 
Pakistan test-fires series of anti-ship missiles 
The Pakistan Navy has successfully test-fired a series of 
anti-ship missiles in the North Arabian Sea. The missiles 
were fired from surface ships, fixed and rotary-wing 
aircraft. 
 

Saudi Arabia abolishes flogging as punishment 
Saudi Arabia has abolished flogging as a form of 
punishment, the country's supreme court has announced. 
Convicts who have been sentenced to the lash will from 
now on receive fines or prison terms instead. 
 

Saudi Arabia ends death penalty for crimes 
committed by minors 
Saudi Arabia has now ended the death penalty for crimes 
committed by minors. A record 184 people were executed 
in the kingdom in 2019, according to human rights group 
Amnesty International. 
 

1.6 billion at the risk of losing jobs, warns ILO 
Some 1.6 billion people in informal work, which is nearly 
half the global workforce, have become at risk of losing 
income as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
International Labor Organisation has estimated. 
 

 
 
 
 
Tourism Ministry launches „Stranded in India‟ to help 
foreign tourists 
The Ministry of Tourism has launched a portal named 
„Stranded in India‟ to help foreign tourists who are stuck 
in various parts of the country 
 

SC upholds right to discuss COVID-19 
The Supreme Court of India has upheld the right to free 
discussion about COVID-19, even as it directed the 
media to refer to and publish the official version of the 
developments in order to avoid inaccuracies and large-
scale panic. 
 
Panel formed to coordinate virus research 
A Science and Technology Empowered Committee for 
COVID-19 response has been constituted and will be 
chaired by Prof. Vinod Paul, member, NITI Aayog and 
Prof. K. Vijay Raghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser to 
the government. 
 
Telangana Govt announces pay cut for government 
employees 
With Covid-19 crisis putting additional financial burden 
and revenue receipts getting adversely impacted, the 

Telangana government has announced major salary cuts 
to its employees. While the IAS, IPS, IFS and other 
officers of the Central services will get a 60 per cent cut 
in their salaries. For all other employees, the cut will be 
50 per cent. 
 

Home Ministry asks States to widely publicize penal 
provisions regarding violations of lockdown measures 
The Home Ministry has asked States to widely publicize 
the penal provisions regarding violations of lockdown 
measures to fight COVID-19. Home Secretary Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla has written a letter to all the States in this regard. 
 

Govt launches 'AarogyaSetu' mobile app to asses 
and people on COVID-19 
The Union Government has launched a mobile app 
developed in public-private partnership to bring the 
people of India together in a resolute fight against 
COVID-19. The App, called „AarogyaSetu‟ joins Digital 
India for the health and well-being of every Indian. 
 

DRDO develops bio suit to keep personnel engaged 
in combating COVID-19 safe from virus 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has developed a bio suit to keep the medical, 
paramedical and other personnel engaged in combating 
COVID-19 safe from the virus. 
 

Government exempts more services from restriction 
under 21 day lockdown 
The Centre has exempted more services from 
restrictions under the 21-day countrywide lockdown 
enforced to contain the spread of novel coronavirus. 
Services involved in direct marketing of agricultural 
produce, anganwadi workers and AYUSH related health 
facilities are now listed as exempt from restrictions under 
lockdown.  
 

Govt orders about 10 crore hydroxychloroquine 
tablets for healthcare workers 
In the wake of the Coronavirus outbreak, the Union 
Health Ministry has placed an order of about 10 crore 
hydroxychloroquine tablets from various pharmaceutical 
companies for health care workers. 
 

Govt exempts shops of agricultural machinery, tea 
industry and related services from lockdown 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has issued the 4th 
addendum to the guidelines issued regarding lockdown 
to fight COVID-19, to exempt shops of agricultural 
machinery and its spare parts. 
 

EC further defers Rajya Sabha polls in view of 
COVID-19 
The Election Commission has further deferred 
RajyaSabha polls in view of COVID-19. Fresh date for 
the polls will be announced later. 
 

Centre to give ₹11,092 crore to states to deal with 
Covid-19 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has approved release of 
₹11,092 crore to all states under the State Disaster Risk 
Management Fund (SDRMF) for setting up quarantine 
facilities and arranging other facilities for checking the 
spread of coronavirus.  
 

MahavirJayanti being celebrated across the country 
on April 6 
MahavirJayanti, the birth anniversary of 24th and last 
Jain Tirthankar BhagwanMahavir is being celebrated 
across the country on April 6. 
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Centre issues guidelines for quarantine facilities 
amid COVID-19 pandemic 
Centre has issued guidelines for quarantine facilities 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. It said, these facilities 
should preferably be set up on the outskirts of cities and 
arrangements should be such that interactions between 
the quarantined people and healthcare professionals or 
supporting staff were minimized. 
 
Over 50 crore poor, vulnerable citizens will be 
eligible for free COVID- 19 testing and treatment 
under Ayushman Bharat scheme 
Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has said that 
more than 50 crore poor and vulnerable citizens will be 
eligible for free COVID-19 testing and treatment under 
AyushmanBharat- PradhanMantri Jan ArogyaYojana- 
PMJAY. 
 
April 5: National Maritime Day 
National Maritime Day in India is observed on 5 April 
every year to spread awareness in supporting safe and 
environmentally sound commerce between the 
continents across the world. 
 
Odisha government, UNICEF launch 'Mo Prativa' to 
engage young minds amid COVID-19 lockdown 
The Odisha Government recently launched “Mo Prativa” 
programme in collaboration with UNICEF (United 
Nations Children‟s Funds).The programme has been 
launched for the children to participate in online 
competitions such as writing slogans, drawings, short 
story writing, paintings. 
 
National Health Authority, Uber join hands to provide 
dedicated transport service to Covid-19 healthcare 
workers 
The National Health Authority has partnered with Uber 
India to provide dedicated transport services to the 
health care workers that are involved in treating COVID-
19 patients. 
 
SC issues guidelines for all courts for hearings 
through video conferencing during COVID-19 
outbreak 
The Supreme Court of India passed a slew of directions 
for all courts across the country to extensively use video-
conferencing for judicial proceedings. 
 
Indian Ministers, MPs To Take 30% Pay Cut For One 
Year 
The Union cabinet decided to amend the Salary, 
Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act 
through an ordinance, to cut salaries of all ministers, 
including himself, for a year by 30 percent. 
 
Govt invites suggestions for technological solutions 
to COVID-19 through Samadhan challenge 
The union Government has urged students, innovators, 
researchers, educators and startups to come forward 
and help combat Coronavirus infection by participating in 
Samadhan Challenge. 
 

Eight ESIC hospitals across country declared 

dedicated COVID 19 treatment centres 

Eight Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) 

hospitals across the country with over one thousand 

isolation beds have been declared as dedicated COVID-

19 hospitals. These hospitals are situated in Gujarat, 

Haryana, Rajasthan, Jammu, Himachal Pradesh, 

Jharkhand and West Bengal.  

 
“Operation Shield” launched by the Delhi State 
Government 
The Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced 
Operation Shield in the containment zones of National 
Capital Region. SHIELD stands for Sealing, Home 
quarantine, isolation and tracing, essential supply, local 
sanitation and door-to-door checks. 
 
ICMR approves Plasma Therapy Treatment 
The Indian Council of Medical Research has recently 
approved plasma therapy as potential treatment for 
COVID-19. However, the protocol to conduct the therapy 
is yet to be finalized. 
 
Fishing and Aquaculture exempted from Lock Down 
The Ministry of Home Affairs, exempted fishing and 
aquaculture industries from Lock Down. Earlier, the 
agricultural activities were exempted. 
 
“Bharat Padhe Online Campaign” launched by 
Ministry of HRD 
The Ministry of Human Resources Development has 
launched a week long campaign called “Bharat Padhe 
Online Campaign”. The campaign aims to improve online 
education in India. 
 
586 dedicated COVID-19 hospitals set up 
The Government of India has set up 586 dedicated 
COVID-19 hospitals. The hospitals have capacity to 
accommodate more than 1 lakh isolation beds.  
 
YUKTI Portal launched by Ministry of HRD 
The Ministry of Human Resource and Development has 
launched the YUKTI(Young India Combating COVID with 
Knowledge, Technology and Innovation) portal that will 
record, cover and monitor initiatives of Ministry of HRD 
and other educational institutes in the country. 
 
Donations to CM fund won't qualify as CSR, says MCA 
Companies can‟t claim contributions made to the Chief 
Minister‟s Relief Fund or the State Relief Fund for Covid-
19 as corporate social responsibility (CSR) spending, the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has said. 
 
Nation remembers Dr. BhimRao Ambedkar on his 
129th birth anniversary  
Nation remembers Dr. BhimRaoAmbedkar on his 129th 
birth anniversary on April 14. Dr. Ambedkar is known as 
the chief architect of the Indian Constitution. 
 
CollabCAD launched to provide engineering solution 
to 3D product design 
Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and National 
Informatics Centre have jointly launched CollabCAD, a 
collaborative network, computer enabled software 
system providing a total engineering solution from  
2D drafting and detailing to 3D product design.  
 
Free tests only for the poor, clarifies SC 
The Supreme Court of India made changes to its earlier 
order on covid-19 testing in private labs, saying it should 
be free for the poorest of the country rather than 
everybody. It said testing in private labs should be free 
for those eligible under the Ayushman Bharat health 
policy for the poor. 
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1.27 lakh volunteers offer services 
More than 1.27 lakh individuals and 5,300 organisations 
have so far registered themselves as volunteers with the 
Prime Minister NarendraModi-led National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) for the fight against 
COVID-19. 
 

PM extends lockdown till May 3; tougher restrictions 
at hotspots 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the 
extension of the current nationwide lockdown till May 3, 
with intensive containment measures at hotspots till  
April 20. 
 
Ordnance Factory Board to make 1.1 lakh coveralls 
The Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) has started making 
coveralls, conforming to the ISO Class 3 exposure 
standards, to combat COVID-19. An initial order of  
1.1 lakh from HLL Lifecare Ltd. (HLL) will be completed 
in 40 days. 
 

Center releases new set of guidelines following 
extension of nationwide lockdown till May 3 
The Center has notified a new set of guidelines in light of 
the extension of the nationwide lockdown till 3rd of May. 
In order to mitigate the hardship for the public and relax 
provisions for the daily wage workers and farmers, select 
additional activities have been allowed which will come 
into effect from 20th of April in the areas which are not 
declared as Containment Zones. 
 
Govt launches All India Agri Transport Call Centre 
for inter-state movement of perishables 
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has launched 
the All India Agri Transport Call Centre at KrishiBhavan 
in New Delhi. This will facilitate inter-state movement of 
perishables in the current situation of lockdown due to 
the COVID-19 threat.  
 

Govt sets food grain production target at 298 million 
tonnes for 2020-21 crop year 
The Union Agriculture Ministry has asked the States to 
plan for a total food grain production of 298 million 
tonnes (mt) for the crop year 2020-21, increasing mainly 
the output of pulses and coarse cereals. 
 

Information provided through AarogyaSetu will be 
used only for medical intervention:NITIAayog CEO 
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant has said the government 
will use information provided through AarogyaSetu only 
for medical intervention and people's data will never be 
used for any other purpose  
 

Govt directs all educational institutions not to insist 
on payment of fees during lockdown 
Government said that colleges and institutions should 
not insist on payment of fees till the ongoing lockdown is 
lifted and normalcy is restored. 
 

Zoom not a safe platform: MHA issues advisory on 
usage of the app 
The Ministry of Home Affairs has issued an advisory 
cautioning individuals on the safe usage of the  
Zoom app. According to advisory, MHA has deemed 
Zoom as an unsafe platform. 
 

Minor forest produce in exemption list 
In the latest set of lockdown relaxations, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) has added the collection, harvest 

and process of minor forest produce to the list of 
activities that will be permitted. 
 

Uttar Pradesh-First State to Geo Tag Community 
Kitchens 
Uttar Pradesh became the first state to geo tag 
community kitchens. Around 7,368 community kitchens 
located in 75 districts were geo tagged. 
 

E-commerce firms can‟t supply non-essential goods, 
says govt. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has clarified that the 
supply of non-essential goods through e-commerce 
companies will remain prohibited under the lockdown 
restrictions. 
 

Lockdown to continue in Telangana till May 7 
The Telangana government has extended the lockdown 
in the State to fight Coronavirus till May 7 as against the 
Centre‟s decision to have it up to May 3. 
 

DipankarDatta named Bombay CJ 
The Supreme Court Collegium, has recommended that 
Calcutta High Court judge DipankarDatta be appointed as 
the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court.The collegium 
also decided to recommend elevation of Allahabad High 
Court judge BiswanathSomadder as Chief Justice of 
Meghalaya High Court.The collegium also decided to 
recommend transfer of Meghalaya High Court Chief 
Justice Mohammad Rafiq to Orissa High Court. 
 

Goa is first to turn virus-free 
Goa became the first zero COVID-19 State in the 
country with the last seven cases also testing negative. 
The active number of cases in Goa now stands at zero. 
 

HRD Minister reviews National online education 
platform 'SWAYAM' 
Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank has held a detailed review of the National online 
education platform SWAYAM and the 32 DTH Television 
Education Channels SWAYAM PRABHA in New Delhi. 
 

FCI to use surplus rice to make alcohol-based 
sanitizers 
Surplus rice available with Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) would be converted to ethanol to ensure adequate 
availability of alcohol-based sanitizers in the country. 
 

PIB sets up dedicated unit to bust rumours getting 
viral on social media 
In order to check the spread of fake news on social 
media, Press Information Bureau has set up a dedicated 
unit namely „PIBFactCheck‟ to bust rumours getting viral 
on the social media. 
 

TDB approves financial support to MyLab Discovery 
Solutions for ramping up production of COVID-19 
diagnostic kits 
The Technology Development Board (TDB) has 
approved financial support to MyLab Discovery 
Solutions, Pune, for ramping up production of COVID-19 
diagnostic kits. 
 

Dr Harsh Vardhan launches COVID INDIA SEVA to 
provide solutions to coronavirus queries 
The Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Harsh 
Vardhan has launched an interactive platform, COVID 
INDIA SEVA aimed at providing real time solutions to 
Covid-19 related queries  
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Cabinet approves ordinance making acts of violence 
against health care workers as cognizable, non-
bailable offences 
The Union Cabinet has approved promulgation of 
Ordinance to amend the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 in 
the light of COVID-19 pandemic situation making acts of 
violence against the healthcare workers as cognizable 
and non-bailable offences. 
 
PM Modi‟s approval ratings increase between 
January 1 and April 14 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s approval ratings 
increased from 62% to 68% between January 1 and  
April 14, as per data collated by an international polling 
agency Morning Consult. 
 

Government sets up 723 COVID-19 hospitals across 

country 

Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 

Javadekar has said that government has set up 723 

COVID-19 hospitals across the country. He said  

1.86 lakh beds and over 24,000 ICU facility beds have 

also been created throughout the country, by the 

Government to deal with the pandemic. 
 
Centre, State can fix sugarcane price, says SC 
The Supreme Court of India has held in its judgement 
that both the central government as well as the state 
governments have the power to fix the price of 
sugarcane provided the price set by the State is higher 
than the minimum price fixed by the Centre. 
 

Centre cuts non-urea fertilizer subsidy 

The Centre slashed the subsidy rates for individual 

nutrients of non-urea fertilisers, but said the overall 

subsidy outgo would still be higher in the current fiscal by 

an estimate 5-7 per cent. 
 

Indian scientists develop a low-cost coronavirus test 

kits that give results within an hour 

Scientists at the CSIR''s Institute of Genomics and 

Integrative Biology have come up with a low-cost 

coronavirus test that will not require any expensive 

machines for detection of the pathogen. Named after 

''Feluda'', the detective character in legendary filmmaker 

Satyajit Ray's stories. 
 
DRDO develops mobile virology lab 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated through 
videoconference a mobile virology research and 
diagnostics laboratory (MVRDL). It has been developed 
by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), together with ESIC Hospital, 
Hyderabad, and the private industry. 
 
DA for Central staff frozen till July 2021 
The hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) payable to Central 
government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to 
pensioners due from January 1, 2020 shall not be paid, 
announced the Ministry of Finance  
 
Home Ministry allows reopening of all shops 
excluding malls in non-hotspot areas 
Ministry of Home Affairs is now allowing certain 
categories of shops registered under the Shops and 
Establishment Act to open. The order said that shops in 
market complexes outside municipal corporation and 

municipality limits, are exempt from revised consolidated 
lockdown restrictions. 
 
IIT-D‟s coronavirus detection assay gets ICMR 
approval 
The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi has 
developed a COVID-19 test kit, which has got the 
approval of Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 
This makes IIT-Delhi the first academic institute to have 
obtained ICMR approval for a real-time PCR-based 
diagnostic assay. 
 
CM Shivraj Singh Chauhan launches Jeevan Shakti 
Yojana in Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan launched the 
Jeevan Shakti Yojana. Under this scheme, women in 
urban areas can earn by making masks at home. The 
government will pay them ₹11 per mask. 
 
UP becomes first state with in-house facility of 
virtual courts 
Uttar Pradesh has become the first state to have the 
requisite infrastructure in all its courts for hearing cases 
through video conferencing. 
 
SC delivers judgements in 215 of 593 matters heard 
through video-conferencing during lockdown 
The Supreme Court of India heard 593 matters through 
video-conferencing and delivered judgement in 215 of 
them in a month during the unprecedented nationwide 
lockdown. A total of 87 benches heard 593 cases on 17 
working days between 23rd of March and 24th of April  
 
Govt allows 29 insurance, 9 securities entities to use 
Aadhaar Authentication Services 
The Union Government has allowed 29 insurance and 9 
securities entities to use Aadhaar Authentication 
Services under the Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act.his decision will help these entities to perform in real 
time, do e-KYC and will also reduce their cost of 
transaction. 
 
King George Medical University becomes 1st govt 
hospital in country to successfully launch Plasma 
Therapy Treatment for COVID-19 
The King George Medical University in Uttar Pradesh 
has become the first government hospital in the country 
to successfully launch the plasma therapy treatment for 
the COVID-19 patients. 
 
Automobile giant Maruti Suzuki producing low cost 
ventilators in country 
Maruti Suzuki is now spearheading the production of low 
cost ventilators in country. The production is going on in 
GautamBhuddh Nagar of Uttar Pradesh where company 
is supporting Agva Healthcare, a start-up to scale-up 
ventilator production. 
 
Bharti, Nokia „connect‟ for strong network 
Nokia has secured a $1 billion (nearly ₹7,636 crore) deal 
with India‟s BhartiAirtel to supply its Single Radio Access 
Network (SRAN) solution across nine geographic 
regions in India. 
 
Centre allows interstate travel of migrant workers, 
tourists 

The Union home ministry has issued fresh guidelines for 

interstate movement to allow stranded migrant labourers, 
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tourists and students to return to their homes. It said the 

new guidelines will come into effect from 4 May. 
 

Punjab extends curfew by two weeks after May 3 
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh has announced 
extension of curfew in the state by two weeks after May 3  
 

UGC issues advisory for academic year 
Universities and colleges can begin classes for second 
and third year students from August 1, and for first year 
students from September 1, according to an advisory 
issued by the University Grants Commission regarding 
the 2020-21 academic calendar. 
 

Use AarogyaSetu app: Centre to staff 
The Centre has made the use of AarogyaSetu app 
compulsory for all central government employees saying 
the use of the mobile application will help in breaking the 
chain of transmission of deadly Covid-19. 
 

 
 
 
 
Govt ordinance extends various time limits under 
Taxation and Benami Acts 
Government has brought in an ordinance to give effect to 
various relief measures related to income tax and GST 
compliance in view of COVID-19 outbreak. It provides for 
extension of various time limits under the Taxation and 
Benami Acts. The ordinance also provides for extension 
of last date for filing of original as well as revised 
income-tax returns for the financial year 2018-19 to  
30th June. 
 

FPI limit in corporate bonds raised to 15% for FY21 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hiked the limit for 
foreign portfolio investors‟ (FPI) investment in corporate 
bonds to 15 per cent of outstanding stock for FY2020-21. 
 

Core sector growth up 5.5% in February 
Eight core sector industries recorded a growth of  
5.5 per cent in February, highest in 11-months, mainly 
due to healthy expansion in output of coal, refinery 
products and electricity, according to  government data. 
 

Govt extends existing foreign trade policy (2015-20) 
for one year till March 2021 
The Union Government extended the existing foreign 
trade policy (2015-20) for one year till March 2021 amid 
coronavirus outbreak and the lockdown to contain the 
virus spread. 
 

Centre to borrow 63% of gross in first half of fiscal 
The Centre will borrow ₹4.88 trillion, or 62.56 per cent of 
the 2020-21 gross borrowing target of ₹7.8 trillion, in 
April-September, the government and the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) said. 
 

Govt. cuts interest rates on NSC, PPF 
The Union government has cut the small savings interest 
rate on a number of instruments from anywhere between 70 
basis points to 140 basis points. The government cut the 
rate on the Public Provident Fund (PPF) for the April-June 
period by 80 bps, or from 7.9 percent to 7.1 percent. 
 

It slashed the National Savings Certificate (NSC) rate by 
110 bps from 7.9 percent to 6.8 percent. The rate on 
KisanVikasPatra has been slashed by 70 bps, from  
7.6 percent earlier to 6.9 percent. 

BhartPe, ICICI Lombard join hands for COVID-19 
cover for shopkeepers 
BharatPe, a digital transactions interface for merchants, 
and general insurer ICICI Lombard have joined hands for 
a low cost COVID-19 insurance cover for shopkeepers 
across India. 
 
ICICI Bank Launches WhatsApp Banking Service 
ICICI Bank has launched a WhatsApp banking feature in 
order ensure smooth banking services amid the 
coronavirus lockdown. 
 
HUL-GSK merger complete, FMCG giant buys 
Horlicks brand for ₹3,045 crore 
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) has completed the merger 
of GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Limited 
(GSKCH) with itself, over a year after the ₹31,700 
croremega-deal was first announced. The company has 
additionally paid ₹3,045 crore to acquire the Horlicks 
brand for India from GSK after seeking approval from the 
board of directors of HUL. 
 
RBI relaxes export rules, allows States and UTs to 
borrow more 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to 
increase the Ways and Means Advances (WMA) limit for 
state governments and Union Territories by 30 per cent 
till September 30. 
 
March GST revenue drops below ₹1 lakh cr. 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) collection has slipped 
below ₹1 lakh crore mark in March, hitting five-month low 
of ₹97,597 lakh crore, due to impact of coronavirus 
outbreak on the economy. 
 
SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank activate moratorium 
State Bank of India, the country‟s largest lender and 
private sector lenders ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank have 
started activating the loan repayment moratorium option 
for their customers. 
 
RBI asks banks to inform about re-appointment 
cases of MD, CEOs six months in advance 
The Reserve Bank of India has asked the private sector 
and foreign banks to intimate it six months in advance in 
cases of re-appointment of managing director and chief 
executives as against the present practice of four months. 
 
Lakshminarayanan takes over as MD of Sundaram 
Home Finance 
Sundaram Finance Ltd. has announced the appointment 
of D. Lakshminarayanan as the Managing Director of its 
wholly-owned home finance subsidiary Sundaram Home 
Finance from April 1, 2020. 
 
ADB expects India‟s economic growth to slow down 
to 4 per cent in FY21 
India‟s economic growth is likely to slow down to 4 per 
cent this fiscal on the back of the current global health 
emergency, Asian Development Bank (ADB) said in its 
outlook for financial year 2020-21. 
 
Indian Bank launches new products to support 
farmers, poultry players 
The Indian Bank has launched three new products to 
support farmers, poultry players and the workforce in the 
informal sector during the current crisis triggered by the 
outbreak of dreaded Covid-19 virus. 
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RBI reduces trading timings of currency and debt 
markets 
In view of the COVID-19 outbreak, the Reserve Bank of 
India has notified a change in market timings. Beginning 
April 7th, markets dealing with government securities, 
call/notice/term money, corporate bonds, foreign 
currency, Indian Rupee Trades, commercial paper and 
Certificates of Deposit will be working from 10 AM to 2 
PM. RBI has said that these revised timings will remain 
in effect till 17th April. 
 
China releases $56 bn to banks 
China‟s central bank said that it would cut the reserve 
requirements for smaller banks to release around 400 
billion yuan ($56.3 billion) in liquidity, a move to counter 
the COVID-19‟s impact on enterprises 
 
FPIs pull out record ₹1.1 lakh cr in March amidst 
Covid-19 mayhem 
Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have net withdrawn a 
record ₹1.1 lakh crore from the Indian markets in March 
as the coronavirus pandemic dented investor sentiment 
worldwide. According to latest depositories data, FPIs 
pulled out a net ₹61,973 crore from equities and ₹56,211 
crore from the bond market in March, taking the 
cumulative net outflow to ₹1,18,184crore. 
 
Force majeure clause won't apply to coronavirus 
death claims in life insurance policies  
The Life Insurance Council of India has announced that 
all life insurance companies, both public and private, will 
process all coronavirus-related death claims, at the 
earliest. The Council also confirmed that the clause of 
„Force Majeure‟ will not apply in case of COVID-19 death 
claims. 
 
Govt relaxes export curbs on 24 pharma ingredients, 
medicines 
The union government has relaxed export curbs on 24 
pharma ingredients and medicines including vitamin B1 
and B12. 
 
Bank of Maharashtra gets government mandate to 
collect donations for PM Cares Fund 
State-owned Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) said that the 
government has nominated it for collection of donations for 
the PM-CARES Fund to help fight COVID-19 pandemic. 
Earlier, Indian Overseas Bank has been nominated for 
collection of donations for PM-Cares Fund. 
 
SIDBI to provide emergency working capital of up to 
₹1 crore to MSMEs 
The Small Industries Development Bank of India - SIDBI 
has said that it will provide emergency working capital of 
up to one crore rupees to small and medium 
enterprises(MSMEs) against their confirmed government 
orders. The SIDBI Assistance to Facilitate Emergency 
response against Corona virus - SAFE PLUS will be 
offered collateral free and disbursed within 48 hours. 
 
RBI eases overdraft rules for States 
In order to provide greater flexibility to the State 
governments to tide over their cash flow mismatches due 
to the lockdown, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
decided to increase the number of days for which a State 
or a union territory can be in overdraft continuously to  
21 working days from the current stipulation of  
14 working days. 

Economy to contract 4.5% in fourth quarter, says 
ICRA 
The Indian economy is likely to witness a sharp 
contraction of 4.5% during Q4FY20 and is expected to 
recover gradually to post a GDP growth of just 2% in 
FY21, rating agency ICRA said. 
 

Govt to issue all pending I-T refunds upto Rs 5 lakh 
rupees immediately 
Government has decided to issue all the pending 
income-tax refunds up to five lakh rupees immediately. 
This will benefit around 14 lakh taxpayers. It has also 
been decided to release all pending GST and Custom 
refunds which will provide benefit to around one lakh 
business entities, including MSMEs. 
 

Goldman Sachs cuts India GDP estimate to 1.6% 
Goldman Sachs has made the steepest revision to its 
forecast of India‟s GDP for financial year 2021 to  
1.6 per cent from 3.3 percent previously  
 

World faces worst economic fallout since Great 
Depression: IMF chief 
IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva has said that the global 
coronavirus pandemic has inflicted an economic crisis 
unlike any in the past century and will require a massive 
response to ensure recovery.   
 

AUM of MF industry down 18% in March on Covid-19 
crisis 
The assets under management (AUM) of the mutual 
fund industry dipped 18 per cent in March to ₹22.26-lakh 
crore against ₹27.22-lakh crore logged in February due 
to the huge outflow of ₹1.94-lakh crore from debt-
oriented schemes. 
 

Jana Small Finance Bank launches „DIGIGEN‟ digital 
banking for savings account and FD 
Jana Small Finance Bank has launched “DigiGen” a 
digital banking platform where customers can digitally 
open a savings account and fixed deposit instantly, 
anytime, anywhere. 
 

Government extends term of Banks Board Bureau 
members by two years 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 
approved the extension of tenure of all members and the 
current part-time chairman of the Bank Board 
Bureau(BBB) Bhanu Pratap Sharma by 2 years, which is 
coming to an end on April 11,2020. 
 

Flipkart, ICICI Lombard, Go Digit to offer COVID-19 
focused health insurance 
Flipkart Private Limited inks partnership with ICICI 
Lombard General Insurance Company Limited & Go 
Digit General Insurance to launched two health 
insurance policies. 
 

IFFCO Tokio General Insurance appoints Anamika 
Roy Rashtrawar as MD, CEO 
IFFCO Tokio General Insurance has appointed Anamika 
Roy Rashtrawar as the new Managing Director & Chief 
Executive Officer of the company.  
 

Coal India Ltd to produce 710 MT coal in current FY: 
Pralhad Joshi 
Coal and Mines Minister Pralhad Joshi has said that 
Coal India Limited will produce 710 million tonnes of coal 
in the current financial year. 
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₹1-lakh crore fund in the works to repay pending 
dues to MSMEs: NitinGadkari 
The union government will set up a ₹1-lakh crore fund to 
repay outstanding payments to MSMEs owed by the 
central and state government undertakings, as well as 
major industries, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said. 
 

Flipkart ties up with Tata Consumer to provide 
essentials 
E-commerce firm Flipkart joined hands with Tata 
Consumer Products to provide its customers access to 
essential food and beverage products, in the wake of the 
coronavirus disease (Covid-19) outbreak. 
 

World Bank slashes India‟s growth projection to 1.5-
2.8% for this fiscal 
The World Bank in its South Asia Economic Focus report 
has slashed India's GDP growth to 1.5 per cent to 2.8 
per cent in the 2020-21 fiscal which started on April 1. 
 

People‟s Bank of China now holds 1.1% of HDFC 
People‟s Bank of China (PBoC) has entered the 
exclusive club of foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) with 
over one per cent stake in Housing Development 
Finance Corporation Ltd (HDFC) as at March-end 2020. 
 
Bandhan Bank‟s deposits surged 32% in FY21 
Private sector lender Bandhan Bank registered a 32 per 
cent growth in its total deposits to ₹57,073 crore in the 
year ended March 31, 2020. Its total deposits stood at 
₹43,232 crore a year ago. 
 

Karnataka Bank gets RBI nod to reappoint 
Mahabaleshwara as MD and CEO for 3 yrs 
Private sector lender Karnataka Bank said it has 
received the RBI nod for reappointment of 
Mahabaleshwara M.S as MD and CEO for next three 
years. 
 
IDFC First Bank retail deposits up 157 per cent 
IDFC First Bank reported a sharp rise of 157 per cent in 
its retail deposits, but deposit certificates fell by 75 per 
cent in the year ended March 31, 2020. During 2019-20, 
the bank‟s retail deposits surged to ₹33,898 crore from 
₹13,214 crore a year ago. 
 

Retail inflation eases to 5.91 percent in March 
Retail inflation slowed to 5.91 per cent in March over the 
previous month, mainly due to easing food prices as per 
the data by the National Statistical Office (NSO)  
 
World economy to contract by 3%: IMF 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its latest World 
Economic Outlook has projected the global economy 
would shrink by 3 percent in 2020 amid the global 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 

China's foreign trade fell again in March 
China's foreign trade fell again in March even as 
businesses returned to work after the coronavirus 
outbreak. Exports fell 6.6 percent in March from a year 
earlier and imports dropped 0.9 percent, according to the 
new Customs data. 
 
Hindalco seals $2.8 billion Aleris deal 
Hindalco Industries, an Aditya Birla Group company, has 
completed the much-delayed acquisition of Aleris for 
$2.8 billion through its wholly-owned US subsidiary  
Novelis Inc. 

COVID-19: IMF proposes to deploy its full 1 trillion 
US Dollar lending capacity to support countries 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has proposed to 
deploy its full 1 trillion US Dollar lending capacity to 
support countries battling COVID-19 outbreak  
 
India, China will register positive growth rate despite 
Coronavirus pandemic: IMF 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said India and 
China are the only two major countries, which will 
register a positive growth rate despite Coronavirus 
pandemic. In its latest edition of World Economy report, 
IMF has projected India's GDP growth to be 1.9 per cent 
in 2020 from 5.8 per cent in January. For China, it has 
projected a growth rate of 1.2 per cent. 
 
Exports dip 34.6%, deficit narrows 
According to data released by the Union government, 
India‟s exports dipped by 34.57% to $21.41 billion in 
March, while it declined by 4.78% to $314.31 billion for 
2019-20. The slump is largely due to the global  
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The trade deficit narrowed to $9.76 billion in March 2020 
from $11 billion in the same month last year. Imports in 
March dipped by 28.72% to $31.16 billion. It contracted 
by 9.12% per cent to $467.19 billion in 2019-20. 
 
WPI inflation cools to 4-month low 
According to the data released by the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry, the inflation based on wholesale price 
index (WPI) eased to 1 per cent in March from 2.26 per 
cent in February on sharp fall in food prices in the 
country. 
 
Asia expected to witness zero % growth in 2020 : 
IMF 
Asia is expected to witness zero percent growth in 2020 
due to COVID-19 pandemic, its worst growth 
performance in almost 60 years, the International 
Monetary Fund IMF) has said. 
 
China posts first GDP decline on record as 
coronavirus cripples economy 
China‟s economy shrank for the first time since at least 
1992 in the first quarter. China reported a 6.8% drop in 
gross domestic product (GDP) for the first quarter of 
2020 compared with the same period last year. 
 
TCS Q4 net up 7.8% y-o-y at ₹8,428 cr 
TCS reported a 7.8 per cent year-on-year growth in profit 
for the fourth quarter ended March 31, 2019 at  
₹8,428 crore 
 
HDFC Bank launches Safety Grid campaign for 
social distancing 
HDFC Bank has launched a campaign to encourage and 
reinforce social distancing while waiting at shops. 
 
Ajay Mahajan appointed MD & CEO of CARE Ratings 
CARE Ratings, said Ajay Mahajan has been appointed 
as Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of the 
company for five years from April 15. 
 
RBI slashes reverse repo to 3.75 per cent 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has announced to slash 
the reverse repo rate from 4 per cent to 3.75 per cent 
while keeping the repo rate unchanged. 
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RBI changes NPA classification period to 180 days 
from 90 days 
The Reserve Bank of India has decided to provide an 
asset classification standstill for standard accounts that 
avail a moratorium between 1 March and 31 May. Now 
the bad loan classification period changes to 180 days 
for all such accounts from 90 days. 
 

Housing finance to get ₹50,000 crore refinancing 
facility 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has announced a 
refinancing facility worth ₹50,000 crore to boost the 
housing finance sector. NABARD (₹25,000 crore), SIDBI 
(₹15,000 crore) and NHB (₹10,000 crore) would be the 
beneficiaries. 
 

India eases paracetamol export curbs 
The union government has removed restrictions on 
exports of medicines made from Paracetamol amid the 
outbreak of Covid-19. However, restrictions on exports of 
Paracetamol active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs or 
raw materials) will remain. 
 

ICICI, Axis rating outlook turns negative 
S&P Global Ratings has revised the rating outlook of 
Axis Bank Ltd. and ICICI Bank Ltd. to negative from 
stable citing heightened economic risks faced by Indian 
banking system which would affect the creditworthiness 
of these lenders. 
 

TVS Motor buys Norton Motorcycles for ₹153 cr. 
TVS Motor Company Ltd. has acquired Britain‟s iconic 
sporting motorcycle firm Norton Motorcycles (UK) Ltd. in 
an all-cash deal for a consideration of ₹153 crore 
(£16 million). 
 

Government amends the extant FDI policy for 
curbing opportunistic takeovers 
The Government of India amended the Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) policy. This has been done to prevent 
opportunistic acquisitions of Indian companies due to 
COVID-19 economic crisis. With this amendment, India 
put curbs on investments in its companies from 
neighboring nations including China, seeking to cut the 
risk of opportunistic takeovers as the coronavirus 
outbreak drives down valuations.     
 

China cuts key rate for second time this year, more 
easing likely 
China cut its benchmark lending rate in order to reduce 
borrowing costs for companies and prop up the 
coronavirus-hit economy after it contracted for the first 
time in decades. The one-year loan prime rate (LPR) 
was lowered by 20 basis points (bps) to 3.85 per cent 
from 4.05 per cent previously, while the five-year LPR 
was cut by 10 bps to 4.65 per cent from 4.75 per cent. 
 

HDFC Bank posts robust Q4 results  
Private sector lender HDFC Bank reported a 15.4 per 
cent rise in consolidated net profit at ₹7,280.22 crore for 
the fourth quarter of 2019-20. The consolidated total 
income during the March quarter of 2019-20 increased to 
₹38,287.17 crore, from ₹33,260.48 crore a year ago. 
 

FPIs pull out ₹12,650 cr in April amid Covid-19 
turbulence 
According to the depositories data, Foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) have withdrawn a net ₹12,650 crore 
from the Indian capital markets in April so far amid the 
coronavirus crisis 

RBI announces calendar of MPC meetings for 
current financial year 
The Reserve Bank of India has announced the calendar 
of the meetings of the Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) for the current financial year. As per the schedule 
announced by the RBI, the next Monetary Policy 
Committee meeting will take place during June 3 to 5.  
 
Infosys Q4 net rises 6%, revenue up 8% 
Infosys posted a 6.1 per cent increase in net profit to 
₹4,321 crore during Q4 on a year-on-year basis largely 
because of lower taxes. 
 
FinMin asks PSBs to ensure timely credit for 
businesses 
The Finance Ministry has asked public sector banks 
(PSBs) to place in the public domain time frames for 
ensuring timely origination, processing, sanction and 
disbursement of loans to crank up economic activity from 
April 20, 2020. 
 
Sebi extends derivative curbs up to May 28 as 
market remains choppy 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has 
extended its stricter rules meant to curb market volatility 
in light of the coronavirus pandemic till May 28. 
 

RBI asks banks to extend all benefits announced by 

govt pertaining to short-term crop loans to farmers 
The Reserve Bank of India has asked banks to extend 

the benefit of interest subvention (IS) and prompt 

repayment incentive (PRI) for short-term crop loans to 

farmers till 31st May, 2020. 
 
Paytm Payments Bank crosses ₹1000 crore in 
deposits 
Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) has crossed ₹1,000 
crore in deposits from over a 57 million savings account 
holders. 
 
Crisil re-affirms Chaitanya India bank loan rating at 
„A-/Stable‟ 
Crisil has reaffirmed Chaitanya India Fin Credit Pvt Ltd‟s 
(CIFCPL) „A-/Stable‟ rating on its bank loan facilities of 
₹500 crore (enhanced from ₹250 crore). 
 
Facebook buys 9.9% stake in Reliance Jio for 
₹43,574 crore in largest tech FDI 
Facebook has bought a 9.9% stake in Reliance Jio for 
$5.7 billion (₹43,574 crore), the telecom unit of Reliance 
Industries Ltd (RIL). 
 

Remittances likely to plunge 20 % amid Covid-19 

pandemic : World Bank 
The World Bank said, the remittances are expected to 

plunge by about 20 percent globally this year due to 

Covid-19 pandemic. The report mentioned that total 

remittances, which comprise up to one-third of the 

economies of some poor countries, are expected to fall 

to 445 billion dollar from 554 billion dollar in 2019. 
 
Kotak bank to raise up to ₹7,800 cr. equity capital 
Private sector bank Kotak Mahindra Bank will be raising 
between ₹7,500 -7,800 crore equity capital by issuing 
6.5 crore shares by way of through a private placement, 
follow-on public offering (FPO) or Qualified Institutions 
Placement (QIP). 
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IOB unveils working capital loans for agriculture 
sector 
Public sector lender Indian Overseas Bank (IOB)   has 
introduced special credit facilities for the agriculture 
sector as a relief measure to fight the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 

Ujjivan SFB ranked 5th among „Best Large 
Workplaces‟ 
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank has been ranked 5th among 
„Best Large Workplaces in Asia 2020‟ by the Great Place 
To Work Institute. In 2019, Ujjivan SFB was ranked 16th 
in the Best Large Workplaces in Asia  
 

Sidbi launches special liquidity scheme for MSMEs 
The Small Industries Development Bank of India 
launched a special liquidity scheme for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) through banks including 
Small Finance Banks (SFBs), Non-Banking Financial 
Companies including fintech NBFCs and Microfinance 
Institutions (MFIs). Sidbi said that the tenor of these 
loans will be 90 days. 
 

RBI allows banks to issue electronic cards to 
overdraft account customers 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has permitted 
scheduled commercial banks to issue electronic cards to 
customers having overdraft accounts that are only in the 
nature of personal loan without any specific end-use 
restrictions. 
 

Federal Bank, Kotak Mahindra, IDFC reduce stake in 
Yes Bank 
Three private lenders pared their minority stakes in Yes 
Bank in a span of 14 days after making their 
investments. Kotak Mahindra Bank, Federal Bank and 
IDFC First Bank lowered their stake in Yes Bank 
between March 17 and March 31. 
 

India's foreign exchange reserves surge by over  
3 billion dollars 
According to the latest data from the Reserve Bank of 
India, country's foreign exchange reserves surged by 
USD 3.09 billion to USD 479.57 billion in the week to 
April 17 due to an increase in foreign currency assets  
 

Govt declares banking industry as a public utility 
service for six months till October 21 
The Union Government has declared banking industry 
as a public utility service for six months till October 21 
under the provisions of the Industrial Disputes Act. 
 

Govt to suspend up to 1-year IBC provisions that 
trigger insolvency cases 
In a major relief for corporate borrowers hit hard by the 
coronavirus pandemic, the union government has 
decided to amend the insolvency law to suspend up to 
one year provisions that trigger insolvency proceedings 
against defaulters. 
 

Govt had ₹1.35-trn outstanding loans from RBI in 
week to April 17 
The central government had ₹1.35 trillion in outstanding 
loans with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) under ways 
and means advances in the week ended April 17. 
 

Transcorp gets RBI nod to issue co-branded prepaid 
cards, wallets 
Transcorp International Ltd has become one of the first 
non-bank companies to obtain RBI nod for entering into 

co-branding arrangements for Prepaid Instruments that 
can be used in over 35 lakh stores and online gateways. 
 

Chemicals, Petrochemicals industry becomes top 

exporting sector for 1st time 
India's chemical exports rose by 7 per cent to 2.68 lakh 

crore rupees during the April 2019-January 2020, period 

of the last fiscal, and became the top exporting sector in 

the country for the first time. This constitutes 14.35 per 

cent of the total exports. 

 
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Q4 results: Net profit 
down 31 per cent 
Private sector ICICI Prudential Life Insurance registered 
a 31.3 per cent drop in its net profit to ₹179.49 crore in 
the fourth quarter of the fiscal 2019-20, as 
against₹261.37 crore in the same period a year ago. 
 

IRDAI asks insurers to refrain from dividend payouts 

for FY20 
As part of the financial prudence measures in the wake 

of Covid-19 pandemic, the insurance regulator IRDAI 

has directed insurers not to pay dividend for the financial 

year 2019-20  

 
RBI extends MadhavanMenon's term as part-time 
Chairman of CSB Bank 
CSB(Catholic Syrian Bank) said the Reserve Bank of 
India has extended the term of appointment of 
MadhavanMenon as the part-time Chairman of the Bank 
till July 21, 2020  
 
RBI announces 50,000 crore rupees Special Liquidity 
Facility for Mutual Funds to ease pressures 
The Reserve Bank of India has announced a Special 
Liquidity Facility for Mutual Funds (SLF-MF) of  
50,000 crore rupees with a view to easing liquidity 
pressures on Mutual Funds. 
 
IndusInd Bank profit drops 
Private sector lender IndusInd Bank registered a  
16.17 per cent drop in net profit in the fourth quarter of 
last fiscal at ₹301.84 crore against ₹360.10 crore a year 
ago. For 2019-20, the bank‟s standalone net profit 
surged by 33.8 per cent to ₹4,417.91 crore against 
₹3,301 crore in 2018-19. 
 
SEBI halves broker turnover fee 
In a bid to provide further relief to market participants 
amid the coronavirus crisis, securities market regulator 
SEBI has reduced broker turnover fees and filing fees on 
offer documents for public issue, rights issue and 
buyback of shares by 50 per cent. 
 
HDFC invokes pledged shares to acquire 6.43% 
stake in Reliance Capital  
Mortgage lender HDFC has acquired 6.43 per cent stake 
in debt-trapped Reliance Capital by invoking pledged 
shares  
 

UK: FM unveils 100% state-backed 'Bounce Back 

Loan Scheme' for small businesses 
United Kingdom's Finance Minister Rishi Sunak has 

unveiled a 100 per cent state-backed 'Bounce Back Loan 

Scheme' for the small businesses to help them tide 

through the coronavirus pandemic lockdown.   
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Persons in News 

Axis Bank to buy 29% stake in Max Life Insurance 
Private sector lender Axis Bank has signed a definitive 
agreement with Max Financial Services Limited (MFS) to 
buy 29% stake in Max Life Insurance Company in an all-
cash deal. 
 

Private sector Axis Bank has reported a ₹1,388 crore 
loss in the Jan-March quarter 
Private sector lender Axis Bank reported a net loss of 
₹1,388 crore for the three months to March owing to 
higher provisions. The bank‟s total provisions rose 18% 
to ₹7,730 crore at the end of March 2020. The bank also 
made additional provisioning of ₹3,000 crore towards 
Covid-19 during the quarter. 
 

U.S. economy shrinks 4.8% in Q1, fall sharpest since 
2009 
The U.S. economy shrank at a 4.8% annual rate last 
quarter as the COVID-19 pandemic shut down much of 
the country and began triggering a recession that will 
end the longest expansion on record. 
 

Moody's slashes India's growth estimate to 0.2% for 
2020 from 2.5% 
Moody‟s Investors Service slashed India growth forecast 
for calendar year 2020 to 0.2 per cent, from 2.5 per cent 
projected in March. 
 

Govt notifies International Financial Services 
Centres Authority 
The finance ministry has established the International 
Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) through a 
notification. The body will be headquartered in 
Gandhinagar in Gujarat. With this, the government has 
established a unified authority to regulate all financial 
services in International Financial Services Centres 
(IFSCs) in the country. 
 
PNB Housing appoints NeerajVyas as interim MD 
and CEO 
PNB Housing Finance has appointed NeerajVyas as its 
interim Managing Director and CEO. 
 
Amazon offers credit service to shoppers 
Amazon announced „Amazon Pay Later‟, a new credit 
service in India that will allow shoppers on its platform to 
get instant credit to buy products as well as pay bills. It 
has partnered with digital lending startup Capital Float 
and KarurVysya Bank for this offer. 
 

 
 
 
 
Arjun Dev 
Professor Arjun Dev, the legendary educationist and 
historian passed away.He served as a historian at the 
National Council of Education Research and Training 
(NCERT). 
 
Philip Anderson  
Philip Anderson, a Nobel Prize-winning physicist, who 
expanded the world‟s understanding of magnetism and 
superconductivity, has died at 96. 
 
Rajnesh Oswal 
Justice Rajnesh Oswal was sworn in as a permanent 
Judge of the common High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh. 

Anurag Srivastava 
Senior diplomat Anurag Srivastava has took charge as 
the Spokesman of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
succeeding Mr Raveesh Kumar. 
 

Tony Lewis 
Tony Lewis, one of the men behind the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern method used in weather-affected limited 
overs cricket matches, has died aged 78 
 

Bill Withers 
Bill Withers, the legendary soul singer behind 1970s hits 
like Lean on Me, Lovely Day and Ain‟t No Sunshine,died 
in Los Angeles. He was 81 
 

Jack Dorsey 
Twitter co-founder and chief executive Jack Dorsey has 
made a commitment of one billion US dollars out of his 
personal fortune to coronavirus relief through his 
philanthropic fund. 
 

Bernie Sanders 
Sen. Bernie Sanders dropped out of the 2020 presidential 
race ending an unprecedented Democratic primary and 
setting up a general election between President Donald 
Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden. 
 

John Prine 
Grammy-winning singer John Prine, who become one of 
the most influential songwriters of his generation, died. 
His early songwriting style earned comparisons with  
Bob Dylan. 
 

Stirling Moss 
Motorsport great Stirling Moss has died aged 90 
following a long illness. Sir Moss was one of British 
racing's biggest talents, widely considered the greatest 
driver never to win a Formula One World Championship 
during a decade-long career. 
 

Ashok Desai 
Former Attorney General of India and senior advocate 
Ashok Desai passed away. A Padma Bhushan awardee, 
Desai held office as the Attorney General of India from 
July 9, 1996 to May 6, 1998. 
 

Volodymyr Zelensky 
Ukrainian President VolodymyrZelensky has promised a 
$1 million reward to the country's scientists if they 
manage to develop a coronavirus vaccine.   
 

Ranjit Chowdhry 
Veteran actor RanjitChowdhry died in the US. He was 
64. He was a part of classic Hindi movies like 
Khubsoorat, Baton Baton Mein and Khatta Meetha. 
 

Viswanathan Anand 
Five-time World chess champion Viswanathan Anand 
has been named as the new ambassador for World Wide 
Fund (WWF) India's Environment Education program.  
 

Rudratej Singh 
BMW Group President and CEO Rudratej Singh passed 
away. He was the first Indian to head the BMW India 
operations.  
 

Sudarsanam Babu 
Indian-American Sudarsanam Babu has been appointed 
to USA‟s top science board namely National Science 
Board for a six-year term. 
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Rakesh Sharma 
The Geneva-based International Motorcycle 
Manufacturers Association (IMMA), which represents the 
manufacturing industry of powered two-wheelers at the 
global level, has elected Rakesh Sharma, Executive 
Director, Bajaj Auto as its President for a two-year 
mandate. 
 

Sanjay Kothari 
Sanjay Kothari was sworn in as the Central Vigilance 
Commissioner (CVC) at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
 
Seema Nanda 
The first Indian-American to reach the helm of either of 
America‟s two federal parties has stepped down after 
two years. Seema Nanda has announced to step down 
as the CEO of the Democratic Nation Committee  
 

Manisha Singh 
Senior Indian-American diplomat Manisha Singh has 
recently been appointed as America's next envoy to the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, OECD  
 
Devanand Konwar 
Former Governor of Bihar and Tripura and veteran 
Congress leader Devanand Konwar died of old age 
ailments. 
 

Mazumdar-Shaw 
KiranMazumdar-Shaw, chairperson of Biocon has been 
recognized as one of the world‟s top 20 inspirational 
leaders in biopharmaceuticals in The Medicine Maker 
„Power List 2020‟ for her contribution to the world of 
medicine as an entrepreneur and innovative business 
leader. 
 

Irrfan Khan 
Bollywood actor Irfan Khan passed away in Mumbai. He 
was 53.The actor had been battling a neuroendocrine 
tumor since 2018  
 
Tirumurti 
The Union government has appointed T.S. Tirumurti as 
the next Permanent Representative of India to the United 
Nations. He will take over from Syed Akbaruddin. 
 

Suresh N Patel 
Former Andhra Bank chief Suresh N.Patel will take over 
as the vigilance commissioner in the anti-corruption 
watchdog CVC. 
 
Rajiv Kumar 
Former finance secretary Rajiv Kumar was appointed as 
the chairperson of the Public Enterprises Selection 
Board (PESB), the government‟s headhunter for top 
level posts in public sector undertakings. 
 

 
 
 
 
Tokyo Olympics rescheduled for July 23-Aug. 8 in 
2021 
The Tokyo Olympics will open next year in the same 
time slot scheduled for this year‟s games. Tokyo 
organizers said the opening ceremony will take place on 
July 23, 2021 — almost exactly one year after the games 
were due to start. 

Wimbledon Tennis tournament canceled for the first 
time since World War-II 
Wimbledon, the oldest Grand Slam tennis tournament, 
has been cancelled for the first time since World War-II 
because of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Carlsen launches richest online event 
With scores of chess tournaments cancelled worldwide 
owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, World champion 
Magnus Carlsen has come up with a $250,000-online 
event for eight elite players. 
 
Official mascots of 19th Asian Games unveiled in 
Hangzhou, China 
The official mascots of the 19th Asian Games were 
unveiled at a digital launch ceremony in Hangzhou, 
China. The three robots, which are going to be the 
mascots for the 2022 Hangzhou Asian Games are 
collectively known as the smart triplets. The Mascots - 
Congcong, Lianlian and Chenchen. 
 
IOC sets June 29, 2021 as new deadline for 
qualification period of Tokyo Olympics 
The International Olympic Committee has set June 29, 
2021 as the new deadline for the qualification period of 
the Tokyo Olympics, which has been rescheduled to 
next year in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
India submits bid to host AFC Asian Cup 
India has submitted its bid documents for hosting the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup in 2027. 
If India wins the bid, it will be the first time the country 
will host the continental showpiece event. 
 
World Games in Birmingham, Alabama postponed 
until 2022 
The 2021 World Games have been pushed back by a 
year to avoid clashing with the Tokyo Olympics which 
were rescheduled due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
World Games organisers said. 
 
FIFA postpones U-17 Women's World Cup in India 
due to Covid-19 pandemic 
The FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup 2020, which was 
scheduled to be held in India in November, will be 
postponed due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
China to host Asian Youth Games in 2021 
The Olympic Council of Asia announced that the third 
Asian Youth Games is to be held in China in November 
2021. 
 
Kobe Bryant, eight others selected for Basketball 
Hall of Fame 
Kobe Bryant will be posthumously inducted into the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.Tim Duncan, 
the longtime San Antonio Spurs forward, and ex-
Minnesota Timberwolves forward Kevin Garnett will also 
be inducted. 
 
Wisden honour for Ben Stokes 
England all-rounder, Ben Stokes has ended India 
skipper ViratKohli's three-year run as Wisden's leading 
cricketer of the year after being named for the honour on 
the back of his stellar show in 2019. The 2020 Wisden 
Cricketers' Almanack also coronated Ellyse Perry as 
leading women's cricketer of the year as the Australian 
reclaimed the title from India's Smriti Mandhana.  
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Top players for Magnus Carlsen Invitational 
The top five in the world, headed by Magnus Carlsen, 
are part of an elite eight-man field in the $250,000 
Magnus Calrsen Invitational online chess, that begins on 
April 18. Carlsen, Fabiano Caruana, Ding Liren, Ian 
Nepomniachtchi, MaximeVachier-Lagrave, AnishGiri, 
Hikaru Nakamura and 16-year-old sensation AlirezaF 
irouzja will battle for the $70,000 winner‟s share. 
 
BCCI postpones IPL indefinitely 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
formally informed the eight Indian Premier League (IPL) 
franchises that the 13th edition of the T20 league has 
been indefinitely postponed due to COVID-19. 
 
Tour de France to now start on Aug. 29 
The Tour de France will be raced from August 29 to 
Sept. 20, 2020 organisers of the event announced, 
postponing cycling‟s flagship event originally slated to 
start on June 27 due to the coronavirus lockdown. 
 
Indian women qualify for 2021 WC 
India sealed its qualification for the 2021 Women‟s 
Cicket World Cup in New Zealand following the 
cancellation of the ODI Championship round against 
Pakistan with the BCCI not getting the government 
clearance to play the latter. 
 
Mascot for Hangzhou 2022 Asian Para Games 
unveiled 
The mascot for the 4th Asian Para Games which is 
scheduled to be held in Hangzhou, China from October 9 
in 2022 was unveiled. The design of „Feifei‟ is inspired by 
the motif of the „Divine Bird‟ in the Liangzhu Culture.  
 
Blasters sign Vicuna as new coach 
The Kerala Blasters FC has appointed Spaniard Kibu 
Vicuna as its new head coach for the Indian Super 
League. 
 
World Games unveil new logo, title after 
postponement to 2022 due to coronavirus pandemic 
The World Games to be held in Birmingham, Alabama -- 
which have been delayed due to the coronavirus 
outbreak -- have unveiled a new logo and a new title. 
With the announcement of The Games shift to July 7-17, 
2022, organisers have decided that the international 
multi-sport event will officially become „The World 
Games 2022'. 
 
India seeded fifth in Nations Cup 
India‟s strongest-possible squad is seeded fifth out of six 
teams in the inaugural $180,000 Online Nations Cup 
chess tournament to be played from May 5 to 10. 
ViswanathanAnand heads the six-member team,   
 
Manohar gets two-month extension 
International Cricket Council chairman Shashank 
Manohar, who is expected to step down in June, may get 
a couple of months‟ extension as the ICC‟s Board 
meeting is set to be postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Former Pakistan skipper Sana Mir announces 
retirementfrom International Cricket 
Former Pakistan women's skipper Sana Mir announced 
her retirement from international cricket, ending a  
15 year long illustrious career. 

PCB bans Umar Akmal for three years 
Pakistan batsman Umar Akmal was banned for three 
years by the PCB for failing to report corrupt approaches 
ahead of the country's premier T20 league this year. 
 

Arunkumar to coach USA men‟s team 
Former Karnataka captain and coach J. Arunkumar has 
been appointed the head coach of the United States of 
America men‟s cricket team  
 

India loses hosting rights of men's World Boxing 
Championships 
India lost the hosting rights of the 2021 men‟s boxing 
World Championship to Serbia after the International 
Boxing association (AIBA) alleged non-payment of host 
fee by the National federation. 
 

 
 
 
 
Johnson & Johnson to begin human trials of Covid-
19 vaccine by September 
American company Johnson & Johnson has said that it 
has selected a lead COVID19 vaccine that will move to 
human trials by September. The vaccine could be ready 
for emergency use by early next year. 
 

SunRISE becomes new NASA mission to study Giant 
Solar Particle Storms 
NASA announced they have selected the proposed Sun 
Radio Interferometer Space Experiment (SunRISE) 
mission to study how the Sun creates and releases Giant 
Solar Particle Storms. 
 

United Nation's COP 26 climate change summit 
postponed till next year 
United Nation's COP 26 climate change summit due to 
take place in the Scottish city of Glasgow in November 
has been postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
British government said that dates for a rescheduled 
conference in 2021 would be announced later. 
 
Google publishes location data on people's 
movements during pandemic 
Google is digging into its massive trove of data tracking 
the movements of people around the world to produce a 
series of reports designed to help policymakers and 
researchers in the fight against the coronavirus. 
 

France to begin clinical trials to treat Coronavirus 
illness 
France is to begin clinical trials involving transfusions of 
blood plasma from Coronavirus survivors into patients 
who have severe symptoms in a bid to treat the 
Coronavirus illness. 
 

NASA unveils plan to setup 'Artemis', the first 
human base camp on Moon's south pole by 2024 
The NASA project Artemis aims at placing first woman 
and next man on the moon. The project aims to build a 
base camp on the moon‟s South Pole. The Artemis 
project aims to land humans on the moon by 2024. 
 

IAF airlifts medical and hospital consumables for the 
Maldives 
The Indian Air Force has delivered 6.2 million tonnes of 
essential medicines to Maldives under Operation 
Sanjeevani. 
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US Prez Trump signs executive order for recovery, 
use of space resources 
US President Donald Trump has signed a new executive 
order aimed at encouraging international support for its 
policy allowing private industry for recovery and use of 
space resources from the Moon, Mars and other celestial 
bodies. 
 
World Health Day observed on April 7 
World Health Day is observed on April 7 every year. The 
tagline for World Health Day is: Support nurses and 
midwives. 
 
Prize-winning reporter writes book on Melania 
Trump 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning American reporter for The 
Washington Post, Mary Jordan has written a book titled 
„The Art of Her Deal: The Untold Story of Melania 
Trump‟. 
 
“Global Indian Physician COVID-19 Collaborative” by 
doctors of Indian Origin 
The doctors of Indian origin spread all over the world 
have come together under an initiative called “Global 
Indian Physician COVID-19”. The initiative aims to foster 
cross system learning. The initiative will work on early 
warning algorithm, vaccination, antiviral therapy and 
plasma therapy of COVID-19. 
 

India ranks high on "Oxford COVID-19 Government 

Response Tracker" 

The "Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker" 

has identified India's response to Covid-19 as one of the 

most stringent in the world. This tracker is created by 

researchers from Blavatnik School of Government at the 

University of Oxford. Some of the other countries to 

score a perfect 100 in the tracker are Israel, Mauritius, 

New Zealand and South Africa. 

 
April 12: International Day of Human Space Flight 
Every year, International Day of Human Space Flight is 
observed on April 12. The day commemorates the 
anniversary of Yuri Gagarin‟s historic spaceflight in 1961. 
 
Apple, Google team up to 'contact trace' the virus 
Apple and Google said they were building software into 
smartphones that would tell people if they were recently 
in contact with someone who was infected with it. 
 
117 million children face measles risk from COVID-
19 response: UN 
Around 117 million children worldwide risk contracting 
measles because dozens of countries are curtailing their 
vaccination programmes as they battle COVID-19, the 
United Nations warned. 
 

April 18: World Heritage Day 
Every year April 18 is observed as the World Heritage 
Day. This year the World Heritage Day, 2020 is 
celebrated under the theme : Shared Culture, Shared 
heritage and Shared responsibility. 
 
World Intellectual Property Day – April 26 
Every year, the World Intellectual Property Day is 
marked on April 26 to encourage creativity and 
innovation. 
 
The theme for the year 2020: Innovate for Green Future. 
 
World Malaria Day 2020: April 25 
25th April 2020 is observed as World Malaria Day. The 
theme of World Malaria Day 2020 is “Zero Malaria Starts 
with Me”. 
 
India ranks 142nd on global press freedom index 
India has dropped to rank 142, two points below its 2019 
rank, in the 2020 World Press Freedom Index. The 
annual press freedom list is produced by the campaign 
group Reporters Without Borders (RSF). Among the 
nations with the top ranks are Scandinavian countries 
Norway, Finland and Denmark, while countries like North 
Korea (180), Vietnam (175) and Syria (174) were some 
of the lowest ranked. 
 
Prakash Javadekar stresses on climate finance in 
first virtual Petersberg Climate Dialogue 
Representing India in the first virtual Petersberg Climate 
Dialogue, Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Prakash Javadekar has stressed on the issue of 
climate finance and said the world now needs more.  
 
US places India on ''Priority Watch List'' for 
Intellectual Property protection 
The US has placed India on the ''Priority Watch List'' for 
lack of sufficient measurable improvements to its 
Intellectual Property framework.  
 

India third largest military spender in world, after US 

and China 

India has become the third largest military spender in the 

world, after the US and China, according to a Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) “Trends 

in World Military Expenditure, 2019” report. 
 
Religious freedom: USCIRF report downgrades India 
for „violations‟ 
The influential US Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) has downgraded India to its lowest 
category of "countries of particular concern" in terms of 
freedom to exercise a religious faith. 
 

 


