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Donald Trump bars US government agencies from 
outsourcing to foreign workers 
President Donald Trump has signed an executive order that 
bars federal government agencies from displacing 
American nationals and citizens with foreign workers. It also 
calls for prohibiting American employers from using H-1B 
workers to displace Americans in outsourcing contracts. 
 
Lebanon trembles with devastating blast 
In the central region of Beirut, the capital of Lebanon a 
huge blast triggered off in a port warehouse where highly 
explosive material Ammonium nitrate was stored. The 
blast leads to the killing of 78 people and injury to nearly 
4,000. 
 
Bangladesh extends COVID-19 restrictions till August 31 
The government of Bangladesh on Monday extended the 
restrictions imposed in the wake of COVID 19 pandemic 
in the country till August 31. 
 
India extends Line of Credit worth 18 million dollars 
to Maldives 
India has extended Line of Credit worth 18 million US 
dollars to the Government of Maldives for the expansion 
of fishing facilities at Maldives Industrial Fisheries 
Company (MIFCO). 
 
Sri Lanka: Ruling party led by PM Mahinda Rajapaksa 
registers landslide victory in Parliamentary elections 
Sri Lanka’s ruling party led by Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa registered a landslide victory in the general 
elections held on Wednesday. Mr Rajapaksa's Sri Lanka 
People’s party (SLPP) has won 145 seats in the 225-
member Parliament, nearing a two-thirds majority. 
 
US Prez Trump signs executive orders banning 
Chinese apps TikTok, WeChat 
US President Donald Trump has signed executive orders 
banning popular Chinese apps like TikTok and WeChat, 
terming them a threat to national security and to the 
country's economy. The ban comes into effect in 45 days. 
 
India, Maldives ink contract for development of five 
eco-tourism zones in Addu atoll of island nation 
India and Maldives have signed a contract for 
development of five eco-tourism zones in Addu atoll of 
the island nation. These eco tourism zones are part of 
grant projects being implemented under the High-Impact 
Community Development project (HICDP) scheme. 
 
Russia launches first vaccine against coronavirus 
Russia has developed the first vaccine against the 
coronavirus. The announcement was made by President 
Vladimir Putin during a televised video conference call 
with government ministers  
 

Belarus leader wins sixth term with over 80% of 
votes 
Election officials in Belarus said that the country’s 
longtime authoritarian leader Alexander Lukashenko has 
won his sixth consecutive presidential term, taking over 
80% of the votes, while his main opposition challenger 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya had only 9.9%. 
 

Russia, Brazil agree to cooperate in production & 
marketing of world’s first registered coronavirus 
vaccine Sputnik V 
Russia and Brazil have agreed to cooperate in the 
production and marketing of the world’s first registered 
coronavirus vaccine Sputnik V. The Russian Direct 
Investment Fund(RDF) said that the agreement was 
reached with Brazilian State of Parana. 
 

US Prez Trump announces historic peace deal between 
UAE, Israel to establish full diplomatic relations 
US President Donald Trump has announced that the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Israel have agreed to 
establish full diplomatic relations as part of a new peace 
deal. 
 

Lebanon Parliament declares a state of emergency 
in Beirut 
Lebanon’s Parliament approved a state of emergency in 
the capital, Beirut, in its first session since the tragic 
explosion last week, granting the military sweeping powers 
amid rising popular anger and political uncertainty. 
 

New Zealand: PM Ardern postpones general election 
amid new COVID-19 outbreak 
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, has 
postponed the country's general election by a month after 
the re-emergence of coronavirus cases in the country last 
week. The vote was due to take place on 19 of September 
but will now be held on 17 October instead. 
 

Israel, UAE inaugurate direct phone links after 
normalisation of relations 
Israel and UAE have inaugurated direct telephone services 
between the two countries following their agreement to 
normalise relations. The countries' foreign ministers called 
each other and exchanged greetings following the historic 
peace accord.  
 

Sri Lankan govt grants approval to abolish 19th 
amendment to constitution 
Sri Lankan government has granted approval to abolish the 
19th amendment to the constitution and replace it with the 
20th amendment. The amendment brought by previous 
government had put a two-term limit on Presidency and 
curtailed the executive powers of President and transferred 
it to parliament and independent commissions. 
 

EU rejects Belarus poll result, warns sanctions are 
imminent 
The European Union has rejected the result of the 
disputed Belarus election, saying President Alexander 
Lukashenko’s victory was neither free nor fair, and warned 
fresh sanctions against his government were imminent. 
 

Australia secures access to Coronavirus vaccine by 
Oxford-AstraZeneca 
Australia has said that it has already secured access to a 
promising Coronavirus vaccine and will be able to offer 
free doses to its entire population of 25 million people. 
The vaccine is being developed by the pharmaceutical 
company AstraZeneca and Oxford University. 
 

Myanmar govt, armed groups sign framework accord 
for ceasefire implementation 
The government of Myanmar and ten armed ethnic 
groups signed a framework agreement  for the 
implementation of the National Ceasefire Agreement 
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(NCA) at Nay Pyi Taw at the end of the 4th session of 
the Union Peace Conference - 21st Century Panglong. 
 

World Health Organization declares Africa free of 
polio 
World Health Organization has declared Africa free of 
polio, a landmark in a decades-long campaign to 
eradicate the notorious disease around the world. Since 
no cases had occurred on the continent for the past four 
years, the threshold for eradication of poliovirus. The 
WHO said, poliovirus now joins smallpox in the list of 
viruses that have been wiped out in Africa. 
 

UN: Global tourism lost USD 320 bn in 5 months due 
to coronavirus 
The tourism global industry has been devastated by the 
coronavirus pandemic, with USD 320 billion lost in 
exports in the first five months of the year and more than 
120 million jobs at risk, the UN chief said. 
 

Coronavirus plasma treatment still experimental, 
cautions WHO 
The World Health Organization has cautioned that using 
blood plasma from COVID-19 survivors to treat other 
patients is still considered an experimental therapy. The 
United Nations agency said that preliminary study results 
are inconclusive and more rigorous research is underway. 
 

India, Singapore sign Implementing Arrangement on 
Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster Relief 
India and Singapore have signed Implementing 
Arrangement on Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster 
Relief. The two countries held a Defence Policy Dialogue 
via video conferencing  
 

Ghani names council for peace deal with Taliban 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has named 48 people 
who will decide the negotiation strategy for a meeting 
with the Taliban aimed at ending the country’s protracted 
conflict. The members of the High Council for National 
Reconciliation include former President Hamid Karzai 
and ex-mujahideen leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 

Atal Innovation Mission launches ‘AIM-iCREST’, in 
partnership with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
and Wadhwani Foundation 
NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), in 
partnership with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 
Wadhwani Foundation has launched AIM iCREST – an 
Incubator capabilities enhancement program for an 
ecosystem focused on creating high performing startups. 
 

Govt says total Kharif crops sown over total area of 
882 lakh hectares 
Agriculture Ministry said that the total Kharif crops has been 
sown on over 882 lakh hectare area against 774 lakh 
hectare area during the corresponding period of last year. 
 

Central Government to fund 112 startups to promote 
Agri Firms 
The Central Government will spend nearly twelve crore 
rupees for funding 112 startups to promote agri firms in 
the current financial year. The funds will be given to the 
start-ups selected by different knowledge partners and 
agribusiness incubators in the area of agro-processing, 
food technology and value addition. 
 

ITBP became first CAPF to have supplies from KVIC 
Indo Tibetan Border Police, ITBP became the first 
Central Armed Police Force CAPF to have supplies from 
the Khadi & Village Industries Commission, KVIC. 
 

ICMR plans to set up registry of hospitalised patients 
The ICMR in collaboration with the Health Ministry and 
the AIIMS is planning to set up the National Clinical 
Registry which will help researchers and policy makers 
understand effectiveness of investigational therapies, 
adverse effects taking place and generate evidence for 
improving the treatment of COVID-19 patients. 
 

DCGI gives permission to Serum Institute of India to 
conduct phase 2 and 3 human clinical trial of Corona 
vaccine developed by Oxford university 
Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has given nod 
to the Serum Institute of India (SII) to conduct phase 2 
and 3 human clinical trials of COVID-19 vaccine 
developed by Oxford University. 
 

Dr Harsh Vardhan launched 'Vidyarthi Vigyan 
Manthan 2020-21 
Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan 
launched 'Vidyarthi Vigyan Manthan, 2020-21. This 
initiative is a national programme for popularizing 
science among school students of Class 6th to 11th.  
 

Govt. issues draft policy to ramp up defence exports 
With the aim of achieving a manufacturing turnover of 
$25 bn or ₹1,75,000 crore, including exports of $5 bn in 
aerospace and defence goods and services by 2025, the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) put out a draft ‘Defence 
Production & Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) 2020’ for 
public feedback. 
 

India blocks firms from China, other neighbours in 
commercial coal auction 
The coal ministry has issued a notice regarding foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in commercial coal auctions. The 
move, aimed at restricting the entry of Chinese miners, 
requires foreign investors to take approval from the 
government before participating. 
 

A book titled ‘RAW: A History of India’s Covert 
Operations’ authored by Yatish Yadav 
The book, titled “RAW: A History of India”s Covert 
Operations” has authored by investigative journalist and 
author Yatish Yadav. The new book gives a peep into 
the heroic covert operations carried by India’s external 
spy agency Research and Analysis Wing (RAW). 
 
Indian Army begins process to grant Permanent 
Commission to eligible women officers 
Indian Army has kickstarted the process to grant Permanent 
Commission to eligible women officers. It has asked 
women officers to apply for permanent commission by 
31st August this year. 
 

States get ₹890 crore to mount COVID-19 response 
The Union government has released more than ₹890 crore 
as the second instalment of COVID-19 aid to strengthen 
the health response in 22 States and Union Territories. The 
amount of financial assistance to each state and Union 
Territories is based on their COVID-19 caseload. 
 
Manoj Sinha appointed J&K L-G, Murmu CAG 
Former Union minister Manoj Sinha was sworn in as the 
new lieutenant governor of Jammu and Kashmir, the first 
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political leader to take charge of the union territory. 
Sinha succeeds former IAS officer Girish Chandra 
Murmu, who resigned and was appointed Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG). 
 

Kisan Rail to ferry fruits, vegetables 
The Indian Railways said it will begin running Kisan Rail, 
a service announced in the Union Budget 2020-21, from 
August 7. The first such train will run weekly between 
Devlali (Maharashtra) to Danapur (Bihar). 
 

Serum Institute enters into partnership to accelerate 
manufacture, delivery of Covid19 vaccines for India 
Serum Institute of India has entered into a new landmark 
partnership with Gavi and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation to accelerate the production of up to 100 
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines for India and other 
low- and middle-income countries. 
 

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Joshi takes oath as Chairman of 
UPSC 
Dr. Pradeep Kumar Joshi took oath as Chairman of 
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). Prof. Joshi 
joined the Commission as a member in the year 2015. 
 

78th anniversary of Quit India Movement observed 
On August 8, 2020, India commemorated the 78th 
anniversary of Quit India movement. On August 8, 1942, 
Mahatma Gandhi launched Quit India Movement at the 
session of All India Congress Committee in Mumbai. 
 

National Handloom Day: 7th August 
Nation observes “National Handloom Day” on 7th August 
every year. August 7 was chosen as the National 
Handloom Day to commemorate the Swadeshi 
Movement which was launched on this day in 1905. 
 

PM Modi launched financing facility of ₹1 lakh cr 
under Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the financing 
facility of 1 lakh crore rupees under the Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund. He also released the sixth 
installment of funds of 17 thousand crore rupees to 8.5 
crore farmers under the PM-KISAN scheme. 
 

Rajnath Singh launches ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Saptah 
Defence minister Rajnath Singh has launched the 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Saptah’ (self-reliant India week), in 
keeping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision for a 
self-dependent India with increased local manufacturing. 
 

Health Ministry's tele-medicine platform provides 
over 1.5 lakh online consultations 
Health ministry’s initiative eSanjeevani OPD, a 
telemedicine service, has registered one lakh 58 thousand 
online consultations. The eSanjeevani platform has 
enabled two types of tele-consultations-doctor-to-doctor 
(eSanjeevani) and patient-to-doctor (eSanjeevani OPD).  
 

12 Islands of Andaman and Nicobar chosen for 
expansion of high impact projects, says Prime Minister 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said 12 islands of 
Andaman and Nicobar have been chosen for the 
expansion of high impact projects. Mr Modi will launch 
Under sea Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) between Chennai 
and Port Blair. 
 

FM Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates NIP Online 
Dashboard 
Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has inaugurated the National Infrastructure 

Pipeline, NIP, Online Dashboard in New Delhi through 
video conferencing. The online dashboard is envisaged as 
a one stop solution for all stakeholders looking for 
information on infrastructure projects in New India. 
 
Centre’s nod for National Institute of Virology unit in 
Punjab 
The central government has given in-principle approval 
for setting up a National Institute of Virology Centre for 
the north zone in Punjab. 
 
SC gives equal inheritance right to daughters from 1956 
In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court of India has 
ruled that daughters will have inheritance rights equal to 
those of sons from properties of fathers and grandfathers 
right from the codification of the law in 1956. The bench said 
whether the father is alive or not, daughters born before 
September 9, 2005, too can claim equal right in inheritance. 
 
DAC approves procurement proposals worth over 
₹8,722 crore including 106 Basic Trainer Aircraft for 
IAF 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has approved 
procurement proposals worth over ₹8,722 crore 
including 106 Basic Trainer Aircraft for Indian Air Force. 
 
Tribal Affairs Ministry develops nine ‘Tribal Freedom 
Fighters’ Museums 
Tribal Affairs Ministry is developing “Tribal Freedom 
Fighters’ Museums dedicated to the contributions of the 
tribal people in India to the freedom struggle. Out of nine 
sanctioned museums, two museums are near completion 
and remaining seven are at different stages of progress. 
 
Narendra Singh Tomar launches ICAR's data 
recovery centre 'Krishi Megh' 
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has launched 
ICAR's data recovery centre - Krishi Megh at National 
Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM) 
in Hyderabad. 
 
Centre Forms Committee For Procurement, 
Administration Of COVID-19 Vaccine 
The Centre has constituted a committee to consider the 
logistics, ethical aspects of procurement, and 
administration of COVID-19 vaccine. The committee 
titled National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration 
has been formed under the chairmanship of Dr VK Paul, 
who is member (health) at the NITI Aayog. 
 
Over One Lakh loans sanctioned under PM 
SVANIDHI scheme 

The number of applications received under PM Street 

Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme has 

crossed the five-lakh mark within 41 days of 

commencement of lending process. The number of loans 

sanctioned under the scheme has crossed one lakh. 
 

Skyroot India’s first private company to test upper-
stage rocket engine 
Aerospace startup Skyroot Aerospace has successfully 
test fired an upper-stage rocket engine, becoming the 
first Indian private company to demonstrate the 
capability to build a homegrown rocket engine. The 3-D 
printed rocket engine – Raman, named after Nobel 
laureate CV Raman – has fewer moving parts and 
weighs less than half of conventional rocket engines with 
a similar capacity. 
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            4 
 

PM Modi unveils ‘Honoring the Honest platform for 
Transparent Taxation 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a platform 
named “Transparent Taxation - Honoring The Honest” to 
honour the honest taxpayers of the country. 
 

SC allows registration of BS4 vehicles sold in March 
The Supreme Court of India had allowed registration of 
BS4 vehicles which were sold in March but could not 
complete the process due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Rajnath Singh launches Naval Innovation and 
Indigenisation Organisation 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the Naval 
Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO) 
through an online webinar. The NIIO puts in place 
dedicated structures for the end users to interact with 
academia and industry towards fostering innovation and 
indigenisation for self-reliance in defence. 
 

Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel 'Sarthak' 
launched 
An Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard 
was launched and re-christened as Indian Coast Guard 
Ship ‘Sarthak’. Sarthak is the 4th in the series of five OPVs 
deployed by the Coast Guard to enhance maritime security. 
 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launches SRIJAN 
portal for Indigenization in Defence Sector 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has launched a portal 
SRIJAN which is a one stop shop online portal that 
provides access to the vendors to take up items for 
indigenization in the defence sector.  
 

Niti Aayog partners Nasscom to launch AI-based 
module for school students 
National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog)’s 
Atal Innovation Mission(AIM) in collaboration with National 
Association of Software and Service Companies 
(NASSCOM) has launched Artificial Intelligence(AI) based 
Step-up module for school students. 
 

PM Modi launches National Digital Health Mission 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the National 
Digital Health Mission (NDHM). Every Indian will have an 
Aadhar like ID card containing all relevant information 
about his/her medical conditions and treatments and tests. 
This has been rolled out on a pilot mode in six Union 
territories.  
 

Centre to launch projects for Lion & Dolphin 
conservation 
The Prime Minister announced that the Centre will soon 
launch Project Lion and Project Dolphin for the 
biodiversity conservation of these species to replicate 
the successes of Project Tiger. Project Dolphin will focus 
on both river and sea dolphins. 
 

Defence Minister approves proposal for major expansion 
of NCC to cover 173 border and coastal districts 
The National Cadet Corps (NCC) is all set for a major 
expansion to cover 173 border and coastal districts. 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved a 
proposal of the National Cadet Corps for a major 
expansion scheme to meet the aspirations of youth in all 
the border and coastal districts. 
 

HRD ministry officially renamed as Ministry of Education 
President Ram Nath Kovind has given assent to the 
change in name of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development as Ministry of Education.  

PM Modi to inaugurate First World Solar Technology 
Summit to be held on Sept 8 
The First World Solar Technology Summit will be 
organized by International Solar Alliance, ISA on a virtual 
platform on 8th of September. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will deliver the inaugural address of the First World 
Solar Technology Summit and it will be graced by 
Ministers from member countries from across all ISA 
regions. 
 
Govt launches e-portal on tribal health & nutrition 
Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda has inaugurated the 
e-portal on tribal health and nutrition named 'Swasthya'. 
The portal provides all health and nutrition related 
information of the tribal population of India on a single 
platform. 
 
SC dismisses petition seeking postponement of 
postponement of JEE, NEET exams 
The Supreme Court of India has dismissed  a petition 
seeking the postponement of the National Eligibility Cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) and Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) 
scheduled to be held amid the ongoing pandemic. 
 
Over 500 patents filed by IIT Delhi faculty & students 
in last 5 years 
Over 500 patents have been filed by IIT Delhi faculty and 
students in the last 5 years in addition to publishing over 
10000 research papers in peer reviewed international 
journals in the same period. 
 
India celebrates 1st August as Muslim Women’s 
Rights Day 
On the occasion of the first anniversary of law-making 
Triple Talaq a criminal offence which got Presidential 
nod last year after getting approval from the Parliament, 
August 1 is declared as the Muslim Women’s Rights Day 
across the country. 
 
LS Speaker Om Birla attends inaugural ceremony of 
5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has attended the inaugural 
ceremony of the Fifth World Conference of Speakers of 
Parliament (5WCSP). The two day Conference is being 
organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), 
Geneva and the Parliament of Austria with the support of 
the United Nations (UN). 
 
Union Cabinet gives a go ahead to setting up of 
National Recruitment Agency  
The Union Cabinet has given its approval for creation of 
National Recruitment Agency (NRA), paving the way for 
a transformational reform in the recruitment process for 
central government jobs. NRA will conduct a Common 
Eligibility Test (CET) to screen/shortlist candidates for 
the Group B and C (non-technical) posts. 
 
India, Israel sign cultural agreement to further boost 
people-to-people ties 

India and Israel signed a cultural agreement that outlines a 

three-year programme of cooperation to further strengthen 

their strategic bilateral relations. It aims to promote greater 

people-to-people exchanges. 

 
ESIC extends unemployment benefit scheme 'Atal 
Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna' up to June 30, 2021 
The Employee State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) 
extended the unemployment benefit scheme Atal Bimit 
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Vyakti Kalyan Yojana till June 2021.The scheme aims to 
support the people who have lost their jobs due to 
changing employment pattern due to an international 
crisis or a domestic crisis.   
 
NHAI develops mobile App ‘Harit Path' to facilitate 
creation of Green Highways across country 
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), a PSU 
under the Ministry of Road and Transport, has 
developed a mobile App, ‘Harit Path' to facilitate creation 
of Green Highways across the country. 
 
AIM, NITI Aayog, Business Sweden collaborate to 
promote disruptive potential of Indian entrepreneurs 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog and Business 

Sweden on behalf of India Sweden Healthcare Innovation 

Centre are collaborating to promote the disruptive potential 

of Indian entrepreneurs. 
 
National Council for Transgender Persons formed 
The Government of India has constituted National 
Council for Transgenders. The Council is to be headed 
by the Union Social Justice Minister. It comprises of 
members from 10 central departments, members from 
the community and central department. The Council has 
been formed under Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Act, 2019. 
 
Centre asks States not to stop inter and intra-state 
movement of people and goods during Unlock-3 
The Union Home Secretary has written to all Chief 
Secretaries reminding them that there are no restrictions 
on inter-state and intra-state movement of persons and 
goods. The letter draws attention of the states to para 5 of 
Unlock-3 guidelines. 
 
Power Ministry suggests 12 per cent cap on Late 
Payment 
The Power Ministry announced that the Generating 
Companies and the Transmission Companies have been 
advised to charge Late Payment Surcharge at a rate not 
exceeding 12% per annum. With this, the financial 
burden on Discoms is to ease out. 
 
IBM partners with NSDC to offer free digital 
education platform 
IBM announced its collaboration with National Skill 
Development Corporation(NSDC) to offer a free digital 
education platform on emerging technologies and 
professional skill development and to equip the next 
generation with digital skills. 
 
Country will have vaccine against Coronavirus by 
end of this year: Health Minister Harsh Vardhan 
Health and Family Welfare Minister Harsh Vardhan has said 
that the country will have a vaccine against the deadly 
coronavirus by the end of this year. He told reporters that 
one of the three Covid-19 vaccine candidates has entered 
the third phase of the pre-clinical human trial. 
 
Centre releases SOP for resuming film shooting 
The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting had released 
the standard operating procedures (SOP) for the 
resumption of film and television shooting and production 
activities in the country. While no production activity will 
be allowed in containment zones, State governments 
can impose additional measures in line with local 
conditions. 
 

Centre asks States and UTs to include all eligible 
disabled persons under National Food Security Act 
The Union Food Ministry has written to all state 
governments and union territories to provide subsidised 
food grains to all eligible disabled persons under the 
National Food Security Act (NFSA). 
 

PM Modi greets nation on ‘Nuakhai’ harvest festival 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted the nation on the 
occasion of Nuakhai, a harvest festival celebrated in parts of 
the country, especially Odisha. Nuakhai or Navakhai is an 
agricultural festival mainly observed by people of Western 
Odisha and Southern Chhattisgarh in India.  
 

DRDO lists 108 defence items for Indian firms 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has indentified a list of 108 components and 
systems that will now be designed and developed by the 
Indian industry. The list includes unmanned aerial vehicles, 
bridges and mine mapping and marking equipment. 
 

Army Chief honours 51 SAG of National Security 
Guards with 'Chief of Army Staff Unit Appreciation' 
Indian Army Chief General MM Naravane has honoured 
the 51 Special Action Group (SAG) of the National 
Security Guard in recognising its achievements in 
combating terrorism across the country. The ‘COAS 
(Chief of Army Staff) Unit Appreciation’ was conferred on 
the elite group for its “outstanding achievements” in anti-
terror operations. 
 

Govt extends validity of Motor Vehicle documents till 
Dec 31 
The Road Transport and Highways Ministry has decided 
to extend the validity of Motor Vehicle documents till the 
31st of December. 
 

Monsoon session of Parliament from Sept. 14 
The monsoon session of Parliament is likely to be held 
from September 14 to October 1. The Cabinet Committee 
on Parliamentary Affairs,CCPA headed by Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, has finalised these dates. 
 

DRDO chief G Satheesh Reddy gets two-year extension 
Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy, Head of the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO), has been given 
a two-year extension as the Secretary, Department of 
Defence Research and Development and Chairman 
DRDO beyond his tenure of August 26, 202. 
 

NHA releases Draft Health Data Management Policy 
of National Digital Health Mission 
The National Health Authority has released the Draft 
Health Data Management Policy of the National Digital 
Health Mission in the public domain. The draft of the 
policy has been released on the official website of 
National Digital Health Mission and will be available for 
public comments and feedback till 3rd of next month.  
 

NITI Aayog releases Export Preparedness Index 2020 
NITI Aayog  released the Export Preparedness Index 
(EPI) 2020. EPI intends to identify challenges and 
opportunities; enhance the effectiveness of government 
policies and encourage a facilitative regulatory framework. 
 

Ministry of Culture announces 7 new circles of 
Archaeological Survey of India 
The Ministry of Culture has announced 7 new circles of 
Archaeological Survey of India, ASI. Culture and Tourism 
Minister Prahlad Singh Patel said the new circles have 
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been created in Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, West Bengal and Gujarat. 
 

Gujarat tops in first ever Export Preparedness index 
2020 released by NITI Ayog 
Gujarat has been ranked first in the first ever Export 
Preparedness index 2020 released by NITI Ayog .It is 
the first of its kind index on the lines of ease of doing 
business ranking, which has ranked all the states and 
Union Territories on various parameters of export 
preparedness and competitiveness.  
 

Govt approves 78 new routes under Regional 
Connectivity Scheme- UDAN 
The Union Government has approved 78 new routes 
under the 4th round of Regional Connectivity Scheme - 
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik, (UDAN) to further enhance 
the connectivity to remote and regional areas of the 
country. The Civil Aviation Ministry said, North East 
Region, Hilly States and Islands have been given priority 
in the approval process for the new routes.  
 

Defence Minister to officially induct Rafale aircraft 
into IAF on Sep 10 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will officially induct the 
first five Rafale fighter aircraft into service at the Ambala 
air base on 10th of September. 
 

SC refuses to entertain plea for permission to carry 
out Muharram procession across country 
The Supreme Court refused to entertain a plea for permission 
to carry out Muharram procession across the country. 
 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan invites stakeholders in country 
and abroad to participate in formulating STIP 2020 
Union Minister for Science and Technology, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan has invited stakeholders and the public at large 
in the country and abroad to participate in formulating an 
evidence-driven, inclusive Science Technology and 
Innovation Policy (STIP 2020). 
 

SC upholds UGC decision to hold final year exams 
by Sep 30 
The Supreme Court has upheld the July 6 circular of the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) to hold university 
final year exams by 30th of September. 
 

Centre to develop three Bamboo Clusters in Jammu, 
Katra and Samba areas of J&K 
Minister of Development of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER), Dr Jitendra Singh has said that three Bamboo 
Clusters will be developed in Jammu, Katra and Samba 
areas for making of Bamboo basketry, Agarbatti and 
Bamboo Charcol. 
 

National Sports Day 2020 on August 29 
National Sports Day is celebrated on August 29 every 
year to honour the hockey legend, Major Dhyan Chand. 
 

Congress MP Harikrishnan Vasanthakumar passes 
away due to COVID-19 
Tamil Nadu Congress leader and Kanyakumari MP 
Harikrishnan Vasanthakumar passed away due to Covid-
19. He was 70. 
 

Kerala to set up India’s first International Women’s 
Trade Centre 
Kerala will set up India’s first international women’s trade 
centre (IWTC), in consonance with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at Angamaly. 
 

MHA issues Unlock 4 guidelines 
The Ministry of Home Affairs has issued “Unlock 4” 
guidelines for the phased re-opening of activities in areas 
outside the Containment Zones. The “Unlock 4” guidelines 
will be effective from September 1, 2020. 
 
51st IFFI to be held in Goa from Nov 20 
Fifty first International Film Festival of India IFFI will be 
held in Goa, from November 20th to 28th. 
 
New e-market platform launched to bridge gap 
between Indian farmers and UAE food industry 
The UAE Government launched AGRIOTA, a new 
technology driven agricultural commodity trading platform 
that will bridge the rural farmers from India and the gulf 
Food Industry. 
 
Census, NPR unlikely in 2020 
The first phase of the Census and the exercise to update 
the National Population Register (NPR), scheduled for 
this year but deferred due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
may be delayed by a year as there is no sign of 
slowdown of the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
Eight core industries' output shrinks 15% in June 
Contracting for the fourth consecutive month, the output 
of eight core infrastructure industries shrank by 15 per 
cent in June this year due to fall in the production of coal, 
crude oil, natural gas, steel, cement and electricity. 
 

SIDBI, TransUnion CIBIL launch financial knowledge 
platform for MSMEs 
The Small Industries Development Bank of India in 
association with TransUnion CIBIL has launched a 
comprehensive financial education and knowledge platform 
MSMESaksham for micro, small and medium enterprises. 
 

SBI Q1 results: Profit surges 81% YoY to ₹4,189 
crore on one-off gains 
State Bank of India has reported an 81 per cent jump in 
Q1 standalone net profit at ₹4,189 crore on the back of 
lower loan loss provision burden and gain on sale of a 
part of its investment in its life insurance subsidiary. 
 

Apple Becomes World’s Most Valuable Company 
After reporting its blockbuster Quarterly result stock of 
Apple Inc increased 10% to a record high making Apple 
world’s most valuable publicly listed company overtaking 
Saudi Arabia’s State-owned Saudi Aramco. 
 

Kotak Mahindra Bank starts ‘Kona Kona Umeed’ 
Campaign 
Kotak Mahindra Bank has announced the launch of a two-
month-long campaign called ‘Kona Kona Umeed’ with 
huge offers and discounts to lift up hope and optimism 
among its customers in the midst of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 

Govt. notifies e-invoicing for companies with ₹500-
crore turnover 
The government has notified an e-invoicing system 
under the Goods and Services Tax regime which makes 
it compulsory for the large-scale businesses with a 
turnover of more than ₹500 crore to submit the invoices 
on electronic mode only. 
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Listed entities get 3 years to meet criteria of 
minimum 25% public shareholding 
The government has notified changes in the Securities 
Contracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957, providing more time 
to listed entities to meet criteria of minimum public 
shareholding of 25 per cent. 
 
Bank of India Q1 profit surges 3.5 times to ₹844 crore 
Bank of India (BoI) reported close to 3.5 times jump in 
standalone net profit at ₹844 crore in the first quarter 
ended June 30, 2020 against ₹243 crore in the year-ago 
period. 
 
Bandhan Financial Holdings cuts stake in Bandhan 
Bank, raises ₹10,600 crore 
Bandhan Bank Ltd’s main shareholder sold ₹10,600 
crore ($1.4 billion) of its stake in India’s most profitable 
bank to meet the regulator’s ownership rules. Bandhan 
Financial Holdings Ltd sold 337.4 million shares in the 
Indian lender at ₹313.10 in a block trade. 
 
FPIs remain net buyers for 2nd consecutive month in 
July 
Foreign portfolio investors remained net buyers for the 
second consecutive month in July by pumping in ₹3,301 
crore in Indian markets. 
 
SEBI tightens disclosure norms for proxy advisory 
firms 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
tightened the procedural guidelines for proxy advisory 
firms. The new norms are aimed to bring in more 
transparency, avoid conflict of interest, and give 
companies a chance to provide their viewpoint. 
 
HDFC Bank names Jagdishan successor to Puri as 
MD & CEO 
HDFC Bank named veteran Sashidhar Jagdishan as the 
new MD and CEO to succeed Aditya Puri. Mr. Jagdishan 
appointment was approved by the RBI, would take 
charge on October 27 and hold office for a period of 
three years  
 
Ajay Tyagi gets 18 months’ extension as SEBI chairman 
Ajay Tyagi has been given an 18-month extension as the 
chairman of markets regulator Securities and Exchange 
Board of India, SEBI. His term will continue till February 
2022. 
 
Bharti Airtel inks multi-year strategic pact with 
Amazon for AWS solutions 
Bharti Airtel announced a multi-year strategic pact with 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) – the cloud services arm of 
the retail giant – to deliver Cloud solutions to large as well 
as small and medium enterprise (SME) customers in 
India. 
 
Canara Bank net profit up 23.5% at ₹406 crore for 
June quarter 
Canara Bank reported 23.5 per cent rise in standalone 
net profit at ₹406.24 crore for June quarter 2020-21. The 
public sector lender logged a net profit of ₹329.07 crore 
in the same quarter of the previous financial year. 
 
RBI Monetary Policy Highlights 
The six-member monetary policy committee (MPC) of the 
Reserve Bank of India, headed by Governor Shaktikanta 
Das, maintained status quo on the policy rates. The repo 

rate stands at 4 per cent, and the reverse repo rate at 3.35 
per cent. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said that the real 
GDP growth will remain negative in FY21. 
 

The governor also announced ₹10,000 crore in 
additional liquidity facility for NBFCs and HFCs. He also 
announced ₹5,000 crore facility via National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) to lower 
the stress being faced by smaller non-bank finance 
companies (NBFCs) and micro-finance institutions . 
 

MSME debt restructuring allowed till March 2021 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the 
existing debt restructuring scheme for stressed micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) by three months 
to March 31, 2021, in view of the distress brought upon 
by the Covid outbreak. The central bank also changed 
the cutoff date for MSMEs to become standard accounts 
in order to be eligible under the scheme to March 1, 
2020 from January 1, 2020. 
 
Nod for banks to invest in debt via MFs 
With a view to expanding the bond market, the RBI has 
permitted banks to invest in debt instruments through 
mutual funds (MFs) or exchange traded funds without 
allocating additional charges. 
 

RBI To Broaden The Scope Of Priority Sector Lending 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to broaden 
the scope of Priority Sector Lending (PSL) by including 
start-ups and enhancing borrowing limits for renewable 
energy sectors. The central bank would also increase 
the targets for lending to” small and marginal farmers” 
and ”weaker sections” under the PSL. 
 

RBI forms five member committee under KV Kamath, 
panel to recommend parameters for loan restructuring 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed a five member 
committee under the chairmanship of former ICICI Bank 
CEO KV Kamath to make recommendations on the 
financial parameters to be considered in the restructuring 
of loans impacted by the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 

DCB Bank Q1 net profit at ₹79.38 crore 
Private sector DCB Bank reported a 2.07 per cent drop 
in its net profit to ₹79.38 crore for the first quarter of the 
fiscal as against ₹81.06 crore a year ago. 
 

Bank of Baroda posts net loss of ₹864 crore in Q1 
Public sector lender Bank of Baroda posted a net loss of 
₹864.3 crore for the June quarter 2020 because of extra 
provisioning of Rs 1,811 crore on standard accounts. 
 

South Indian Bank gets RBI nod for non-financial 
subsidiary 
Kerala-based South Indian Bank (SIB) has got in-principle 
approval from the RBI for a non-financial subsidiary. 
 

Factory output shrinks for 4th straight month 
According to the data released by the National Statistical 
Office (NSO), Factory output continued to remain in the 
negative territory for the fourth consecutive month, 
contracting by 16.6 per cent in June, though it recorded 
a sequential improvement over last month’s revised 
contraction of 33.9 per cent. 
 

Bangladesh to get largest ever dollar 3.1 billion loan 
package from Japan 
Japan has signed its largest ever loan package worth 
dollar 3.1 billion for Bangladesh. The loan under its 
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Official Development Assistance (ODA) will be given for 
seven projects of Bangladesh under concessional terms. 
 

RBI to implement system-based asset classification 
in urban co-operative banks 
The Reserve Bank of India has asked large urban 
cooperative banks (UCBs) to undertake the system-
based asset classification from June 30, 2021, to 
improve efficiency and transparency. The UCBs having 
total assets of over ₹2,000 crore as on March 31, 2020, 
will be required to implement the system-based asset 
classification from June 30, 2021. 
 

IEX wants to introduce trading in liquid LNG, 
petroleum products 
India’s premier energy exchange, IEX, wants to 
introduce trading in petroleum products, especially LNG 
in liquefied form. 
 

Paytm Money launches stock broking with free 
delivery trades, intraday trades at ₹10 
Digital payments major Paytm has launched stock 
trading feature on its wealth management subsidiary — 
Paytm Money. Currently, the offering is in a beta testing 
mode  
 

Retail inflation rises to 6.93 % in July 
As per the government data , retail inflation rose to 6.93 
per cent in July, mainly on account of higher prices of 
food items. The food inflation, according to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) data, increased to 9.62 per 
cent in July. 
 

India's forex reserves surge by USD 3.623 billion to 
reach a new all-time high 
India's foreign exchange reserves have surged by USD 
3.623 billion to reach a new all-time high of USD 538.191 
billion in the week ended 7th August 2020. Foreign 
currency assets, a major part of the overall reserves, 
rose by USD 1.464 billion to USD 492.293 billion. 
 

RBI Board approves transfer of ₹57,128 cr as surplus 
to central govt 
The RBI Board has approved the transfer of 57,128 
crore rupees as surplus to the central government for the 
accounting year 2019-20. The board decided to maintain 
the Contingency Risk Buffer at 5.5%. 
 

PNB launches campaign to encourage digital banking 
Punjab National Bank has launched a campaign named 
‘DIGITAL APNAYEN’ to encourage customers to use 
digital banking channels. 
 

Japan’s economy shrinks at record rate, slammed by 
pandemic 
Japan’s economy shrank at annual rate of 27.8 per cent 
in April-June, the worst contraction on record, as the 
coronavirus pandemic slammed consumption and trade, 
according to government data.The economy shrank 0.6 
per cent in the January-March period  
 

RBI lifts regulatory restrictions imposed on Bandhan 
Bank 
Bandhan Bank Ltd. said the Reserve Bank of India has 
fully withdrawn the restrictions imposed on the private 
sector lender for high promoter holding, nearly two years 
after imposing them. The restrictions included seeking 
prior approvals for network expansion, and also freezing 
managing director and chief executive Chandra Shekhar 
Ghosh's remuneration. 
 

RBI releases framework for pan-India entity for retail 
payments 
The Reserve Bank of India has unveiled the framework 
for setting up of pan-India Umbrella Entity for Retail 
Payments. As per the framework, the companies with a 
net worth of over 500 crore rupees will be eligible to set 
up an umbrella entity.  
 
GVK in deal with Adani Group for Mumbai 
International Airport 
Gautam Adani's Adani Group said it has reached an 
agreement to acquire GVK Group's shareholding and 
control of Mumbai airport. GVK Group holds 50.50 
percent equity stake in Mumbai International Airport 
Limited (MIAL). 
 
Centre targets PSBs’ stake sale by March 
The Union Finance Ministry is working to expedite the 
sale of stakes in four state-owned banks — IDBI Bank, 
Bank of Maharashtra, Punjab & Sind Bank and UCO 
Bank — with the aim of completing the disinvestment 
process in the current fiscal. 
 
Farm exports rise 23% to ₹25,553 cr. in March-June 
India’s farm exports rose more than 23% in value terms 
to ₹25,553 crore during March-June period amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Agriculture Ministry said.  
 
People’s Bank of China picks up stake in ICICI Bank 
via QIP issue 
The People's Bank of China has picked up 0.006 per 
cent stake in ICICI Bank by investing ₹15 crore in the 
private sector lender's ₹15,000 crore qualified 
institutional placement (QIP) exercise which concluded 
last week. 
 
IEX gets regulator’s nod for ‘green market’ 
India Energy Exchange (IEX) has announced that it will 
launch renewable energy trading on, August 21. Indian 
Energy Exchange and Power Exchange of India had 
received the go-ahead from the power regulator Central 
Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) on August 17 
to commence green term-ahead market (G-TAM) in the 
country. 
 
World trade registers historic 18.5% fall in Q2 of 
2020:WTO 
Hit by Covid-19 disruptions, the world trade in goods is 
likely to have registered a historic 18.5 per cent fall in the 
second quarter of 2020 (year-on-year), at par with the 
lows of the 2008-09 financial crisis,  according to the latest 
reading of the World Trade Organization’s Goods Trade 
Barometer. 
 
NPCI launches wholly-owned subsidiary to co-create 
payment technologies with other countries 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has 
announced the launch of its wholly-owned subsidiary, 
NPCI International Payments Limited (NIPL), to 
popularise domestic payments technologies such as UPI 
and RuPay abroad and co-create payment technologies 
with other countries. 
 
ICICI Bank fund-raising to boost capital position: 
Moody’s 
Private sector lender ICICI Bank’s ₹15,000 crore equity 
raise will strengthen the lender's capital position and is 
credit positive, says rating agency Moody’s. 
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Banks approve loans worth ₹one lakh 50 thousand 
crore to mitigate Covid-19 distress 
Public and Private sectors banks have sanctioned loans 
worth over ₹one lakh 50 thousand crore under the 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme. Finance Ministry 
said, more than ₹one lakh crore has already been disbursed. 
 

Vedanta Resources raises $1.4 bn 
Vedanta Resources Ltd had raised $1.4 billion (about 
₹10,500 crore) via bonds, which would be primarily used 
to fund the delisting of its Indian flagship firm.  
 

Treasury gains spur IOB to Q1 profit of ₹121 crore 
Public sector lender Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has 
reported a standalone net profit of ₹121 crore for the first 
quarter ended June against a net loss of ₹342 crore in 
the year-earlier period, on a rise in treasury gains and 
reduction in interest and operational expenditure. 
 

NSFE eyes individuals’ financial well-being 
The National Strategy for Financial Education (NSFE): 
2020-2025 document released by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI)  has recommended a ‘5 C’ approach for 
dissemination of financial education in the country. The 
five Cs, outlined by the strategy paper, are: Content, 
Capacity, Community, Communication and Collaboration. 
 

HSBC India launches 'Green Deposit Programme' to 
finance eco-friendly projects 
A “Green Deposit Programme” has been launched by 
the HSBC India. The “green deposit programme” has 
been launched exclusively for corporate clients.  
 

SBI board approves proposal to raise ₹8,931 crore 
via Basel III bonds 
The country’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) 
said its board has approved a proposal to raise ₹8,931 
crore by issuing Basel III compliant bonds to investors. 
 

UK govt debt tops $2.6 trn for first time 
UK government’s debt passed £2 trillion ($2.6 trillion) for the 
first time, a milestone that will stoke the debate over how 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak should finance his 
unprecedented support for the pandemic-ravaged economy. 
 

Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFCs and HFCs sees 
24 proposals worth ₹8,594 crore sanctioned 
The ₹30,000 crore Special Liquidity Scheme (SLS) for 
NBFCs and HFCs, introduced from July 1, has seen as 
many as 24 proposals sanctioned involving a sanctioned 
amount of ₹8,594 crore. Of this sanctioned amount of 
₹8,594 crore, as much as ₹3,279 crore has been disbursed. 
 

Punjab National Bank reports Q1 net profit of ₹308 
crore 
Country’s second largest public sector lender Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) has recorded a standalone net 
profit of ₹308 crore for the quarter ended June 30 this 
year. The consolidated net profit for the quarter under 
review stood at ₹538 crore. 
 

Government to hire Deloitte, SBI Caps to help LIC 
prepare for IPO 
India is poised to hire Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India 
Ltd. and SBI Capital Markets Ltd. to help Life Insurance 
Corp. of India prepare for an initial share sale. 
 

Bharti AXA’s non-life insurance business to merge 
with ICICI Lombard General Insurance 
Bharti AXA’s non-life insurance business is set to merge with 
ICICI Lombard General Insurance, in what will end up 

creating the country’s third largest non-life insurance 
company. 
 
Govt announces Tax exemptions for businesses 
with annual turnover of up to ₹40 lakh 
The Ministry of Finance said that businesses with an 
annual turnover of up to ₹40 lakh are GST exempt. 
Initially, this limit was ₹20 lakh. 
 
ICICI Bank introduces use of satellite data to power 
credit assessment of farmers 
ICICI Bank announced the usage of satellite data-imagery 
from Earth observation satellites-to assess credit 
worthiness of its customers belonging to the farm sector. 
The Bank is the first in India and among few globally to 
use satellite data to measure an array of parameters 
related to the land. 
 

MCX launches Bulldex, India's first bullion index 

India’s largest commodity exchange the Multi-

Commodity Exchange of India Ltd (MCX) launched the 

country’s first bullion index, MCX iCOMDEX Bullion, or 

Bulldex. The index will track the real-time performance of 

the gold (1kg) and silver (30kg) futures contracts  
 

IEX board accepts resignation of MD & CEO Rajiv 
Srivastava 
Indian Energy Exchange  said its board of directors have 
accepted resignation of its Managing Director and CEO 
Rajiv Srivastava. The company has given Satyanarayan 
Goel the additional charge of Managing Director and CEO. 
 
Axis Bank to acquire 17% in Max Life Insurance 
instead of 29% 
Axis Bank, the country's third-largest private sector lender, 
has announced that it would acquire 17% stake in Max 
Life, instead of 29%, which the bank had decided in April.  
 
Borrow from RBI to bridge GST gap, Centre tells 
States 
The Centre has acknowledged that States are likely to 
face a GST revenue gap of ₹3 lakh crore this year, as the 
economy may contract due to COVID-19, which Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman termed an unforeseen “act of 
God”.  It offered two options for borrowing by States from 
the RBI to meet the shortfall and has given them seven 
days to consider the proposal. 
 
Govt asks PSB to monitor cases where insolvency 
proceedings can initiated against individuals guarantors 
The Finance Ministry has asked public sector banks to 
monitor cases where insolvency proceedings could be 
initiated against individuals who are guarantors of 
corporate debtors that have defaulted on loans. 
 

World Bank suspends 'ease of doing business' report 
The World Bank has “paused” the publication of Doing 

Business Report, which carries the Ease of Doing 
Business (EODB) Rankings. The effective suspension of 
the publication of the rankings has been announced in 

the wake of a number of reported irregularities regarding 
changes to data in the 2018 and 2020 reports published 
in October 2017 and October 2019. 
 
Crisil, India Ratings, upgrade YES Bank bonds 
Crisil and India Ratings (Ind-Ra) have upgraded 
infrastructure bonds and other papers of Yes Bank due 
to its improved liquidity and capital raised recently. 
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Government launches contest “Chunauti” to 
promote startups in small towns 
Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ravi 
Shankar Prasad has launched “Chunauti”- Next 

Generation Startup Challenge Contest to further boost 
startups and software products with special focus on 
Tier-II towns of the country. 
 
RBI may not extend moratorium on repayment of 
bank loans beyond August 31 
The Reserve Bank is unlikely to extend the moratorium 
on repayment of bank loans beyond August 31 as an 
extension could impact the credit behaviour of borrowers 
without resolving the issues being faced following the 
outbreak of the COVID-19. 
 
Govt to divest up to 15% stake in HAL 
The Union government will sell up to 15 per cent stake in 
state-run aerospace and defence company Hindustan 

Aeronautics (HAL) through an offer for sale (OFS), at a 
floor price of ₹1,001 per share. The offer could fetch the 
exchequer around ₹5,020 crore. 
 
Dinesh Khara set to be next SBI chief 
The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended the 
name of Dinesh Kumar Khara, managing director (MD) of 
State Bank of India (SBI), as next chairman of the bank. 
 
RBL Bank MD sells 18.92 lakh shares for ₹38.52 crore 
RBL Bank said its managing director Vishwavir Ahuja 
has trimmed his stake in the private lender to service 
personal debt and cater to family commitments. Ahuja 
sold 18,92,900 shares of the company for ₹38.52 crore . 
 
Finance Ministry asks banks to refund charges 
collected on electronic transactions after 1st Jan, 2020 
The Finance Ministry has asked banks to immediately 
refund the charges collected after 1st of January this 
year on transactions carried out using the electronic 
mode prescribed under the IT act.  
 
 
 
 
 
P. Sainath’s People’s Archive of India wins the Prem 
Bhatia Award 2020 
The People’s Archive of India (PARI) along with the 
journalist Dipankar Ghosh have won the prestigious 
Prem Bhatia Award 2020 for outstanding journalism. 
Ghosh and the PARI team were recognised for their 
coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic and related issues. 
 
Nitin Sethi and Shiv Sahay Singh win ACJ''s 
journalism awards 
Nitin Sethi and Shiv Sahay Singh have been declared 
winners of the Asian College of Journalism’s award for 
investigative journalism and the K P Narayana Kumar 
Memorial Award for social impact journalism respectively. 
 
Indore wins cleanest city in country award in 
Swachh Survekshan 2020 
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore has been ranked the cleanest 
city for the fourth consecutive year under the Swachh 
Survekshan 2020, the centre’s annual survey on 
cleanliness under the Swachh Bharat Mission. Surat in 
Gujarat and Navi Mumbai in Maharashtra were ranked 
second and third, respectively. 
 

Abhijit Paul's 'Am I' wins first prize in Online 
Patriotic Short Film Contest 
A Short film titled 'Am I?' directed by Abhijit Paul won the 
first prize and a cash award of one lakh rupees in the 
Online Patriotic Short Film Contest organized by the 
Ministry Of Information and Broadcasting along with 
National Film Develoment Corporation, NFDC. 
 

National Sports Awards 2020 announced 
Cricketer Rohit Sharma, Para-Athlete Mariyappan 
Thangavelu, Table Tennis player Manika Batra, Wrestler 
Vinesh Phogat and Indian Women's Hockey team captain 
Rani Rampal will receive the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award. The Award is conferred on sportspersons for 
spectacular and most outstanding performance in the field 
of sports for over a period of four years.  
 

This year 27 sportspersons have been selected for the 
Arjuna Award for consistent outstanding performance for 
four years. 
 

Wabag Wins Prestigious Global Water Award For 
Project In Chennai 
Water technology major Va Tech Wabag has won the 
prestigious Global Water Award for its 45 million litres a 
day tertiary treatment reverse osmosis (TTRO) plant at 
Koyambedu in Chennai. The plant bagged the distinction 
award under 'wastewater project of the year' category. 
 

21-year old Neelakanta Bhanu Prakash bags 'World's 
Fastest Human Calculator' title 
Neelkantha Bhanu Prakash, a student of Mathematics at 
Delhi's St Stephen's College, holds the world record for 
being the 'fastest human calculator.' Neelkantha Bhanu 
Prakash, 20, from Hyderabad has won the first gold medal 
for India at the Mental Calculation World Championship at 
Mind Sports Olympiad held in London recently. 
 

29-year-old Marieke Lucas Rijneveld becomes 
youngest author to win International Booker Prize 
A 29-year-old Dutch writer has become the youngest 
author to win the International Booker Prize. Marieke Lucas 
Rijneveld's "The Discomfort of Evening," a dark story about 
a devout farming family in a strict Christian community in 
the rural Netherlands, was announced as the winner. 
 

Under the rules of the prize, the 50,000-pound ($66,000) 
award will be split between the author and translator 
Michele Hutchison, giving both equal recognitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hamed Bakayoko 
Ivory Coast's defence minister, Hamed Bakayoko, has 
been named prime minister, after acting as interim prime 
minister since the sudden death of Amadou Gon 
Coulibaly on July 8. 
 

Lee Teng-hui 
Former Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui, dubbed “Mr. 
Democracy” for burying autocratic rule in favour of 
freewheeling pluralism, died at the age of 97. Lee became 
Taiwan’s first democratically elected president in 1996. 
 

Amar Singh 
Rajya Sabha MP and former Samajwadi Party leader 
Amar Singh passed away.Amar Singh was the general 
secretary of the Samajwadi Party and was later expelled 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            11 
 

from the party by chief Mulayam Singh Yadav on February 
2, 2010  
 

Irfaan Ali 
Election authorities in the South American nation of Guyana 
declared opposition candidate Mohamed Irfaan Ali as the 
country’s president, ending a political stalemate that had 
hampered the region’s newest oil-producing nation since 
March. He was sworn-in as the ninth executive President of 
the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
 

John Hume 
John Hume, the Northern Irish politician, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1998 for his pivotal role in ending 
decades of violence in the British province, has died 
aged 83.He was one of the highest-profile politicians in 
Northern Ireland for more than 30 years  
 

Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar 
Maharashtra former Chief Minister and Senior Congressman 
Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar passed away. 
 

Shyamal Chakraborty 
Veteran CPM leader and former West Bengal transport 
minister Shyamal Chakraborty passed away. The senior 
CPM leader had served as the state transport minister 
during the erstwhile Left Front government. He was also 
the state president of CITU, the trade union arm of CPM. 
 

Shirley Ann Grau 
Pulitzer Prize-winner, Shirley Ann Grau passed away.  
Shirley won the Pulitzer Prize for her fourth book, “The 
Keepers of the House” in 1965. 
 

Mahinda Rajapaksa 
Mahinda Rajapaksa took oath as the Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka for the fourth time. He was administered the oath by 
his younger brother and President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 
 

Mukesh Ambani 
On August 8th, Reliance Industries' chairman Mukesh 
Ambani has surged past Europe’s wealthiest man Bernard 
Arnault, making him the world’s fourth-richest person. 
Reliance Industries Ltd.’s chairman is now worth $80.6 
billion, after amassing $22 billion this year, according to 
the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. 
 

Hassan Diab 
Lebanon's Prime Minister Hassan Diab has resigned 
from his post in the wake of major blast in Beirut that has 
triggered public outrage  
 

Asif Ali Zardari 
Pakistan’s anti-graft court indicted former President Asif Ali 
Zardari on charges of corruption. A judge of an accountability 
court, formally framed charges against Zardari for buying 
assets overseas from undeclared sources. 
 

Ranil Wickremsinghe 
Former Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremsinghe 
has decided to step down as leader of United National 
Party (UNP) following the party’s poor performance at 
the parliamentary elections held last week. 
 

Kamala Harris 
Democratic Presidential nominee Joe Biden has named 
Indian-origin senator Kamala Harris as his Vice-Presidential 
running mate. Joe Biden made history by selecting the first 
black woman to compete on a major party's presidential 
ticket. Kamala Harris is currently the US Senator from 
California. 
 

Rakesh Asthana 
An Indian Police Service Officer belonging to 1984 batch 
of Gujarat cadre Rakesh Asthana has been appointed as 
the Director General of Border Security Force, BSF. 
 

Nishikant Kamat 
Nishikant Kamat, known for his films Drishyam and 
Madaari, passed away. Kamat made his directorial debut 
with the Marathi film Dombivali Fast in 2005. His 
Bollywood debut was the 2008 movie Mumbai Meri Jaan. 
 

Pandit Jasraj 
Legendary Indian classical vocalist Pandit Jasraj died at 
his home in New Jersey, USA. He was 90. He was 
honoured with Padma Shri in 1975, Padma Bhushan in 
1990 and Padma Vibhushan in 2000. He was given the 
Sangeet Natak Academy award in 1987. 
 

Satya Pal Malik 
Goa Governor Satya Pal Malik has been moved to 
Meghalaya, his third move in two years, and 
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari has been 
given additional charge of Goa. 
 

Ashok Lavasa 
Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa has submitted his 
resignation to the President, asking to be relieved by 
August 31. His appointment as a Vice-President at the 
Asian Development Bank was announced in July. 
 

Ibrahim Boubacar Kita 
Malian President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita has announced 
his resignation amid a military coup. He announced his 
resignation last night after mutinous soldiers fired shots 
into the air outside his home before detaining him. 
 

Joe Biden 
In the United States, Democratic Party has formally 
nominated Joe Biden as its presidential nominee for the 
2020 elections. He will take on President Donald Trump 
in the November polls for the White House. 
 

Kamala Harris 
US Senator Kamala Harris has accepted her nomination 
for the US Vice Presidential candidate for Democratic 
Party. 
 

Francisco Asue 
Francisco Asue was reappointed as prime minister of 
Equatorial Guinea, after he and his government resigned 
last week after criticism from long-standing President 
Teodoro Obiang. 
 

Rajiv Kumar 
Former finance secretary Rajiv Kumar has been 
appointed new election commissioner. He will replace 
AshokLavasa. 
 

Pascal Lissouba 
Former Congolese president Pascal Lissouba, who in 
1992 won his country's first multi-party presidential 
elections, died in France at the age of 88. Lissouba was 
president of the Republic of Congo -- also called Congo-
Brazzaville. 
 

Kevin Mayer 
TikTok CEO Kevin Mayer has resigned amid U.S. 
pressure on its Beijing-based parent company to sell the 
mega-popular video app, which the White House says is 
a national-security risk. 
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Arnold Spielberg 
Arnold Spielberg, father of filmmaker Steven Spielberg and 
an innovating engineer whose work helped make the 
personal computer possible, has died at 103. Spielberg and 
Charles Propster designed the GE-225 mainframe computer 
in the late 1950s while working for General Electric. 
 

Shinzo Abe 
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe has announced his 
resignation for health reasons. He said he did not want 
his illness to get in the way of decision making, and 
apologised to the Japanese people for failing to 
complete his term in office. 
 

Chadwick Boseman 
Black Panther actor, Chadwick Boseman passed away after 
a four-year battle with colon cancer. He made his big-screen 
debut in 2008 in the biopic The Express: The Ernie Davis 
Story where he played Floyd Little. He played famous Black 
Panther role in the Marvel cinematic universe. 
 

K.S. Bajpai 
Katyayani Shankar Bajpai, former Indian Ambassador to 
the United States and Pakistan, died. He was 92. He 
served in Pakistan during the 1965 war. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lewis Hamilton wins British Grand Prix 2020 
Mercedes driver, Lewis Hamilton has won the Formula 
One British Grand Prix 2020 held at the Silverstone 
Circuit, United Kingdom. 
 

India's youngest Basketball captain Vishesh 
Bhriguvanshi's biography to be out soon 
The book, titled “Vishesh: Code To Win”, has been written 
by sportswoman-turned-author Nirupama Yadav. The 
book narrates the inspirational story on the life of Vishesh 
Bhriguvanshi, India’s youngest basketball team captain. 
 

Sports Authority of India shortlists 258 athletes in 12 
disciplines for TOPS Junior 
In a move to groom athletes for the 2024 and 2028 
Olympics, the Mission Olympic Cell has shortlisted 258 
athletes in 12 sporting disciplines including the 85 
selected before the lockdown, who will be part of the 
TOPS Developmental Group. 
 

BCCI suspends title sponsorship deal with Vivo for 
upcoming IPL 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
suspended the title sponsorship deal with Chinese 
mobile phone company Vivo for the upcoming edition of 
the Indian Premier League. VIVO had won the IPL title 
sponsorship for five years from 2018 to 2022 for a 
reported sum of 2190 crore rupees. 
 

PSA Tour from September 16 
The Professional Squash Association (PSA), has 
announced that it is planning to resume activity on 
September 16, with the Manchester Open, a PSA World 
Tour silver event. 
 

India to host ICC Men’s T-20 World Cup next year 
International Cricket Council has confirmed that the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 2020 that was postponed due to 
Covid-19 will be held in Australia in 2022. India will host 
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 as planned. 
 

Manitombi Singh passes away 
Former India footballer Manitombi Singh died in Imphal 
after long illness. He was 39. Manitombi was a defender 
who could play right back, centre-back and left back. 
 

KN Ananthapadmanabhan promoted to ICC's 
international panel of umpires 
Former Kerala legspinner KN Ananthapadmanabhan has 
been promoted to the ICC's international panel of 
umpires. Ananthapadmanabhan will be the fourth Indian 
umpire on the international panel. The other three 
Indians on the international panel are C Shamshuddin, 
Anil Chaudhary and Virender Sharma. 
 

BCCI gets govt. nod to stage IPL in UAE 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
received the Central government’s nod to stage the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) in the United Arab Emirates this 
year. 
 

Magical eagle lands Morikawa first Major 
Collin Morikawa claimed his first major golf championship, 
delivering a magical eagle on the 16th hole in a bogey-free 
round of 64 at the 2020 PGA Championship. 
 

INOX is Indian Olympics team sponsor 
The INOX group will be the official sponsor of the Indian 
team for the rescheduled Tokyo Olympics, the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) announced. 
 

MS Dhoni, Suresh Raina quit International Cricket 
Former Indian Cricket Team Skipper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni announced his retirement from International 
Cricket. Suresh Raina, another Indian Cricketer has also 
announced his retirement from International Cricket.  
 

Former Indian cricketer and Uttar Pradesh Minister 
Chetan Chauhan passes away 
Former Indian cricketer and Uttar Pradesh minister 
Chetan Chauhan passed away following multiple organ 
failure. He was 73. Chauhan played 40 Tests scoring 
2084 runs with 16 half-centuries and two wickets. 
 

HFC ties up with Dortmund 
German football giant Borussia Dortmund (BVB) and the 
Hyderabad FC have announced a two-year partnership 
with an option to extend it. The tie-up will be formally 
launched during Dortmund’s virtual Asia tour on Aug. 20. 
 

Lewis Hamilton Claims Record 156th Podium Finish 
With Win At Spanish GP 
Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton claimed his record 156th 
podium finish after winning the fifth Spanish Grand Prix 
and fourth race of the season at the Circuit de 
Barcelona-Catalunya. 
 

Dream11 wins IPL 2020 title sponsorship rights with 
bid of ₹222 crore 
Fantasy gaming platform Dream11 has won the IPL title 
sponsorship rights with a bid of 222 crore rupees. 
 

Rohit Sharma among 4 athletes recommended for 
Khel Ratna Award 
Cricketer Rohit Sharma is among the 4 athletes who 
have been recommended for India's highest sporting 
honour, the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award. 
 

Former India goalkeeper Bhaskar Maity passes away 
Former India goalkeeper-turned-coach Bhaskar Maity 
passed away at a Navi Mumbai hospital. Maity represented 
India against Iraq during the 1978 Asian Games in Bangkok. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

F1 teams okay Concorde deal 
Formula One announced that all 10 teams on the grid 
had agreed to a binding five-year commercial deal 
ensuring the sport’s future from 2021.   
 

Prague Challenger: India's Sumit Nagal loses to 
Stanislas Wawrinka in QF 
India's Sumit Nagal lost to world number 17 and three-
time Grand Slam winner Stanislas Wawrinka from 
Switzerland in the quarterfinal of the Prague Challenger 
tennis tournament. 
 

Zaheer Abbas, Kallis and Sthalekar in ICC Hall of 
Fame 
Pakistan batting great Zaheer Abbas, legendary South 
African all-rounder Jacques Kallis and Pune-born former 
Australian women’s team captain Lisa Sthalekar were 
inducted into the International Cricket Council’s Hall of Fame. 
 

UEFA Champions League Final: Bayern Munich beat 
PSG to win sixth European title 
Bayern Munich won the European Cup for the sixth time 
on Sunday as Kingsley Coman’s goal gave them a 1-0 
win over Paris Saint-Germain in an engrossing 
Champions League final in Lisbon. 
 

First female golfer from Germany Sophia Popov wins 
Women’s British Open 
World number 304 Sophia Popov became the first 
female golfer from Germany to capture a major title after 
winning the Women's British Open by two strokes at 
Royal Troon in Scotland. 
 

Golf: Johnson is new No. 1 
Dustin Johnson seized the World No. 1 ranking in an 
emphatic style, firing an eight-under final-round 63 to win 
the US PGA Northern Trust by 11 strokes. 
 

Poulomi Ghatak calls it a day 
Poulomi Ghatak, one of India’s most successful women’s 
table tennis players, has quietly brought the curtain down 
on a career that saw her win the National crown a 
stupendous seven times. 
 

Messi tells Barcelona he wants to leave 
Lionel Messi has told Barcelona he wants to leave the 
club after nearly two decades with the Spanish giant. 
The club confirmed  that the Argentina great sent a 
document expressing his desire to leave. 
 

F1 adds four races, cuts Chinese GP 
Four Grand Prix races, in Turkey, Bahrain (two) and Abu 
Dhabi, have been added to the 2020 Formula One 
calendar, but the postponed Chinese GP has been 
cancelled, F1 organisers announced. The addition of the 
four races and the elimination of the Chinese Grand Prix 
in Shanghai bring the race total to 17 for the coronavirus-
affected season. 
 

Anderson lights up final day with 600th Test wicket 
England paceman James Anderson cemented his place 
in cricket history by taking his 600th Test wicket when he 
dismissed Pakistan captain Azhar Ali in the rain-marred 
third and final Test, which ended in a draw. 
 

CPL 2020: Dwayne Bravo creates history, first to 500 
T20 wickets 
Dwayne Bravo has become the first bowler to bag 500 
wickets in the T20 format. No other bowler has even 
reached 400. Lasith Malinga is next on the list with 390 
wickets. 
 

Bryan twins hang up their racquets 
Bob and Mike Bryan, the most successful men’s doubles 
team in the history of tennis, are bringing the curtain 
down on their 22-year professional careers. The Bryans 
captured a professional era record 119 titles together, 
including 16 Grand Slams. 
 

Veteran Athletics coach Purshottam Rai dies at 79 
Veteran athletics coach Purshottam Rai died due to a 
cardiac arrest in Bengaluru. He was to be conferred the 
prestigious Dronacharya Award in the lifetime category . 
 

Tharanga Paranavitana retires from international 
cricket 
Sri Lankan Opening batsman, Nishad Tharanga 
Paranavitana has announced retirement from all forms of 
International Cricket. He has represented Sri Lanka in 32 
Test Matches scoring 1792 runs including two hundreds 
and 11 fifties. 
 

India and Russia announced as joint winners of FIDE 
Chess Olympiad 
India and Russia were announced as joint winners of the 
FIDE Chess Olympiad. This was the first time that India 
reached the finals of the FIDE Chess Olympiad. 
 

Djokovic wins 35th Masters crown 
Novak Djokovic tied Rafael Nadal’s record by earning his 
35th title at a Masters 1000 tournament, overcoming a 
sluggish start to beat Milos Raonic 1-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the 
Western & Southern Open final and improve to 23-0 this 
season. 
 

 
 
 
 

ISA amends framework agreement to enable UN 
member states to join grouping 
After ratification to the amendment of the International 
Solar Alliance ISA framework, all the Member States of 
the United Nations will now be able to join the 
International Solar Alliance, including those countries 
which are beyond the Tropics. 
 

ADB signs Dollar 200 million financing deal with 
Reliance for power plant in Bangladesh 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed a dollar 200 
million financing deal with the Reliance Bangladesh LNG and 
Power Limited (RBLPL) to build and operate a 718 megawatt 
combined-cycle gas-fired power plant in Bangladesh. 
 

NASA & ULA launched Mars 2020 Perseverance 
Rover Mission 
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has 
launched “Mars 2020 Perseverance rover mission” with 
United Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V rocket to the Red 
Planet “Mars”. 
 

Trump gives Microsoft 45 days to clinch TikTok deal 
President Donald Trump has only agreed to allow 
Microsoft Corp to negotiate the acquisition of popular 
short-video app TikTok if it could secure a deal in 45 days. 
Trump said he was planning to ban TikTok amid concerns 
that its Chinese ownership represents a national security 
risk because of the personal data it handles. 
 

Hiroshima Day: 6th August 
Annually 6th of August marks the anniversary of the 
atomic bombing in Hiroshima during World War II. The 
horrific incident took place on August 6, 1945, when the 
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United States dropped an atomic bomb named “Little 
Boy”, on the town of Hiroshima in Japan. 
 

US to pay over $1 bn for 100 mn doses of J&J's 
potential Covid-19 vaccine 
The United States government will pay Johnson & 
Johnson over $1 billion for 100 million doses of its 
potential coronavirus vaccine, its latest such arrangement 
as the race to tame the pandemic intensifies. 
 

OCI card holders from USA, UK, Germany, France 
can visit India: Home Ministry 
Union Home Ministry has permitted Overseas Citizen of 
India, OCI cardholders to enter India who belong to 
countries with which air bubble arrangements have been 
finalised by the Civil Aviation Ministry. Ministry of Civil 
Aviation has worked out air bubble scheme with USA, 
UK, Germany and France and the countries that may be 
included under such scheme in future. 
 

Bangladesh to construct memorial for Indian 
soldiers martyred in 1971 liberation war 
Bangladesh will construct a memorial for the Indian 
soldiers martyred during the country’s liberation war in 
1971. The memorial will be constructed coinciding with 
the 50th anniversary of the liberation of Bangladesh. 
 

Mauritius declares emergency over oil spill from 
grounded ship 
The island of Mauritius declared environmental emergency 
due to oil spill caused by Japanese owned ship MV 
Wakashio that was stranded off the coast days ago. 
 

UN adds 6 mln USD emergency aid funds for Beirut 
blast victims 
The United Nations released 6 million USD in response 
to the explosion at Beirut port. With this, the total UN 
funding towards relief operation of the explosion has 
come to 15 million USD.  
 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples: 
9 August 
United Nations observes the International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples on 09th August every year. 
The theme of International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples 2020 is “COVID-19 and indigenous 
peoples’ resilience”. 
 

World celebrates International Youth Day 
August 12th is observed as International Youth Day. This 
day gives an opportunity to celebrate and mainstream 
young peoples’ voices, actions and initiatives, as well as 
their meaningful, universal and equitable engagement. The 
theme of this year is Youth Engagement for Global Action. 
 

Israel shares AI-based technology, high-end 
equipment with AIIMS to help combat COVID-19 
Israel has given state-of-the-art Artificial Intelligence-
based technologies and high-end equipment to AIIMS, 
Delhi as part of Israel-India cooperation to fight the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Israel Says Successfully Tested Arrow 2 Missile 
Interceptor 
Israel successfully tested the Arrow 2 ballistic missile 
interceptor, developed in collaboration with the United States. 
 

India will fund Greater Male Connectivity Project 
through USD 400 mn Line of Credit & USD 100 mn 
grant: Jaishankar 
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has announced 
that India will fund the implementation of Greater Male 

Connectivity Project through a 400 million dollar Line of 
Credit and 100 million dollar grant. 
 
ISRO, IISc Bengaluru develop sustainable process to 
make space bricks on lunar surface 
In a significant step towards space exploration, a team of 
researchers from the Indian Space Research 
Organisation, ISRO and the Indian Institute of Science, 
IISc in Bengaluru has developed a sustainable process 
to make space bricks on the lunar surface. 
 
EU launches 1-mn-euro project in Maharashtra, 
Odisha for skilling women in housing sector 
European Union has launched project ’Nirmanshree’ for 
enhancing the women skill towards housing construction 
sector. This is the first-of-its-kind sustainable housing on a 
large scale in India with 1-million-euro.The project will be 
implemented in Beed and Osmanabad districts of 
Maharashtra and the Dhenkanal and Jajpur districts of 
Odisha. 
 
India sends 58 mt humanitarian aid to Lebanon  
The Government of India has sent 58 tonnes of emergency 
humanitarian aid to the people affected by Beirut Explosion 
in Lebanon. This includes Personal Protective Equipment, 
surgical gowns, surgical gloves as well. 
 
UN defeats US demand to extend arms embargo on 
Iran 
The United Nations defeated the US demand of extending 
arms embargo on Iran indefinitely. Embargo is an official 
ban on trade and other commercial activity on a country. 
 
NSE, IIM-Bangalore join hands to offer platform for 
investor education 
National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) Investor 
Protection Fund Trust (NSE IPFT) and Indian Institute of 
Management Bangalore (IIMB) have jointly developed 
and launched Platform for Investor Education (PIE), an 
online investor education resource centre. 
 
Bangladesh observes ‘National Mourning Day’ to 
mark assassination of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman 
Bangladesh is observing the National Mourning Day 
marking the 45th anniversary of the brutal assasination 
of its founder President Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman on 15th August 1975.  
 
Indian Tricolour hoisted for first time at New York's 
Times Square 

The Indian tricolour was hoisted for the first time at the 

iconic Times Square in New York to celebrate India's 

74th Independence Day. 
 
US Allows “Game-Changer” Emergency Use Of New 
Saliva-Based Covid Test 
The United States Food and Drugs Administration 
authorised the emergency use of saliva based diagnostic 
test for COVID-19. This is to be a game changer as it 
provides the results rapidly. The testing method has 
been named “SALIVA DIRECT”. 
 
Taiwan signs deal with US for 66 F-16 jets while 
tensions with China ride high 
Taiwan signed an agreement to buy 66 of the latest F-16 
jets from the US. This is expected to escalate the 
tensions between US and China further. 
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India dispatches over 30 tonnes of technical 
equipment to Mauritius to deal with oil spill 
The Government of India has dispatched over 30 tonnes 
of technical equipment and material to Mauritius to 
supplement the country’s ongoing oil spill containment and 
salvage operations. 
 

US expands sanctions on Chinese company Huawei 
The United States Administration has expanded sanctions 
on the Chinese company Huawei, which are aimed at 
further restricting the tech giant's access to computer chips 
and other technologies. The US Commerce Department 
has blacklisted 38 Huawei subsidiaries around the world. 
 

Libya’s GNA signs military accord with Qatar, Turkey 
Qatar and Turkey have signed an accord to send military 
advisers and instructors for the armed forces of Libya’s 
Government of National Accord, the UN-recognised 
GNA said. 
 

India ranks among lowest in terms of Internet quality 
According to a global research report titled “Digital Quality 
of Life Index 2020” by online privacy solutions provider 
SurfShark, in terms of e-infrastructure, India occupies 79th 
place, ranking below countries including Guatemala and 
Sri Lanka. 
 

Indian markets open for Bangladesh with Duty Free 
Quota Free Access for 100 % tariff lines except Alcohol 
and Tobacco: High Commissioner Riva Ganguly Das 
India has opened its huge markets to Bangladesh under 
South Asian Free Trade Area, SAFTA since 2011 
allowing Bangladesh exporters Duty Free and Quota 
Free (DFQF) market access for 100 percent tariff lines 
except alcohol and tobacco, said Riva Ganguly Das, 
High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh. 
 

First death from mosquito-borne West Nile virus in 
Spain’s Andalucia 
An outbreak of West Nile Virus spread by mosquitos 
claimed the lives of two people in Spain and left 23 in 
hospital.The West Nile Virus was first discovered in 
Uganda in 1937. It was carried by birds and was spread 
to humans by mosquitoes. The virus is indigenous to 
Asia, Africa, Europe and Australia. 
 

Israel’s deal with UP to resolve Bundelkhand water 
crisis has a 3-pronged solution 
The Uttar Pradesh and Israel governments signed a ‘plan of 
cooperation’ to resolve water crisis in Bundelkhand region. 
 

Turkey announces discovery of large natural gas 
reserve in Black Sea 
The Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced 
the discovery of large natural gas reserves in the Black Sea 
coast. According to the announcement made by the 
President, 320 billion cubic metres of natural gas has been 
discovered. 
 

MEA in partnership with Foreign Ministry of Thailand 
organize 6th Round Table of AINTT 
The Ministry of External Affairs in partnership with the 
Foreign Ministry of Thailand has organized the 6th 
Round Table of ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks 
(AINTT).The theme of the two day Round Table which 
was conducted through video conferencing was 'ASEAN-
India: Strengthening Partnership in the Post COVID Era'. 
 

International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the 
Victims of Terrorism – August 21 
United Nations(UN)’s International Day of Remembrance 
and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism is annually 

observed on 21st August to commemorate and pay tribute 
to the victims and survivors of Terrorism across the globe.  
 

China launches warship for Pakistan Navy 
China has launched first of the four advanced naval 
warships it is building for Pakistan, amid deepening 
defence ties between the two all-weather allies. The Type-
054 class, equipped with the latest surface, subsurface, 
anti-air weapons, combat management system and 
sensors will be one of the technologically advanced 
surface platforms of the Pakistan Navy fleet. 
 

Saudi Arabia's state oil company Aramco suspends 
10 bn dollar China oil refinery project 
Saudi Arabia’s state oil company Aramco has suspended a 
deal to build a 10 billion dollar refining and petrochemicals 
complex in China. Aramco decided to stop investing in the 
facility in China’s Northeastern province of Liaoning due to 
uncertain market outlook. 
 

China floats BRICS 5G base 
China has proposed the creation of a ‘BRICS innovation 
base’ to take forward 5G and Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
cooperation among the five countries  
 

India, Bangladesh to launch new riverine trade route 
on September 3 
India and Bangladesh are set to operationalise a new 
riverine trade route on September 3, when a Bangladeshi 
vessel will transport a cargo of cement to Tripura as part 
of efforts to boost connectivity between the two countries. 
 

India contributes 15 million USD to India-UN 
Development Partnership Fund 
India contributed 15.46 million USD to the India-UN 
Development Partnership Fund. 
India has contributed the funds to the United Nations 
Office for South-south Cooperation (UNOSSC) as a 
permanent representative of the UN.   
 

India co-sponsors UN security council resolution on 
women peacekeepers 
India has co-sponsored a UN security council resolution 
that calls for full, effective and meaningful participation of 
women personnel in peacekeeping operations. India's 
Permanent Mission to the UN said that India is proud to co-
sponsor the resolution which was put forth by Indonesia. 
 

Malayalam films ‘1956, Central Travancore’ and 
‘Biriyaani’ selected for Moscow fest 
Two critically acclaimed Malayalam films Don Palathara’s 
third film 1956, Madhyathiruvithamkoor (1956, Central 
Travancore) and Sajin Baabu’s Biriyaani, been selected to 
be shown at the 42nd edition of the Moscow International 
Film Festival. 
 

India withdraws from multilateral military exercise in 
Russia next month 
India has announced that it is withdrawing from 
multilateral Military Exercise Kavkaz 2020 to be held in 
Russia next month. 
 

International Day of the Victims of Enforced 
Disappearances: 30 August 
United Nations observes International Day of the Victims 
of Enforced Disappearances globally on 30th of August 
every year. 
 

International Day against Nuclear Tests: 29 August 
The International Day against Nuclear Tests is observed 
globally on 29th August since 2010. 

 


