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China slaps first sanctions on US over Hong Kong bill 
China said that it would suspend visits to Hong Kong by 
American warships and impose sanctions on several 
United States-based nongovernmental groups. 
 

Sri Lanka: General election likely in late April 
In Sri Lanka, Chairman of the Elections Commission 
Mahinda Deshapriya has said, the General election could 
be held at the end of April next year if Parliament is 
dissolved at the beginning of March. 
 

OPEC and its allies decide to cut oil production by 
5 Lakh barrels per day 
OPEC group of oil-producing countries and their allies, 
including Russia, have decided to cut oil production by 
500,000 barrels per day. 
 

Israeli lawmakers submit bill calling for dissolving 
parliament to hold new elections  
Israeli legislators submitted a bill that would dissolve 
parliament and trigger unprecedented third national 
elections in less than a year. Israel has been mired in 
political deadlock for months. 
 

Bougainville gains independence from Papua New 
Guinea 
On December 11, 2019, the South Pacific Archipelago of 
Bougainville voted to become independent of Papua New 
Guinea. Around 98% of 1,81,067 voters voted to get 
independent from Papua New Guinea. 
 

Longest UN climate talks end with no deal on carbon 
markets 
The longest UN climate talks ended in Madrid with no deal 
on carbon markets. Delegates from almost 200 countries 
failed to come up with more ambitious targets to cut 
greenhouse gases at the UN climate talks. 
 

US House of Representatives votes to impeach 
President Trump 
 The US House of Representatives voted to impeach 
President Donald Trump. He is accused of abuse of power 
and obstruction of the Congress, related to his dealings 
with Ukraine. The vote sets up a trial in the Senate that 
will decide whether he remains in office.  
 

Protests over pension reform plans continue in 
France 
In France, thousands of protesters took to the streets in a 
pension reform standoff that has sparked nearly two 
weeks of crippling transport strikes.  
 

British Parliament votes to approve Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal 
Britain's newly elected parliament has given its initial 
backing to Prime Minister Boris Johnson's Brexit divorce 
deal with the European Union. MPs voted 358 to 234 - a 
majority of 124 - in favour of the EU (Withdrawal 
Agreement) Bill in the House of Commons. The Bill will 
now go for further scrutiny in Parliament.  
 

India, Afghanistan & Iran meet for second time to 
monitor implementation of Chabahar agreement 
The second meeting between officials of India, 
Afghanistan and Iran took place in New Delhi to monitor 
the implementation of the 2016 agreement regarding 
development and management of the Chabahar port  
in Iran. 
 

Space Force: Trump officially launches new  
US military service 
US President Donald Trump officially launched US 
military ‘Space Force’ at an army base near Washington.  
 

Space Force is United States’ first new military service in 
more than 70 years. 
 

Voting underway in Uzbekistan to elect new 
Parliament 
In Uzbekistan, voters are heading to the polling stations in 
its first parliamentary election since a new leader ushered 
in an era of reform after years of isolation and 
authoritarian rule.  
 

Thousands protest in southern Iraq, demand 
independent PM 
Thousands of protesters have blocked roads and public 
buildings in southern Iraq, demanding the appointment of 
an independent prime minister as the latest deadline for 
choosing a new leader looms. 
 

Saudi Arabia: Five sentenced to death over 
Khashoggi's murder 
In Saudi Arabia, a court has sentenced five people to 
death and jailed three others over the murder of the 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi last year. 
 

Russia ‘only country in world’ with hypersonic 
weapons: President Putin 
President Vladimir Putin said that Russia is the only 
country in the world that has hypersonic weapons. 
 

The first unit equipped with the Avangard hypersonic glide 
vehicle is set to go on duty this month. 
 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait end dispute over shared oil 
fields 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have ended a nearly five-year-
long dispute over shared oil fields and have agreed to 
resume oil production from the divided Neutral Zone. 

 
 
 
 

Mitra Shakti: India Sri Lanka Joint Military Exercise 
The seventh Indo-Sri Lanka joint military exercise was 
held at Aundh military station. 
 

India Corruption Survey 2019 
As per the India Corruption Survey 2019, Rajasthan and 
Bihar fared the worst in country with 78% and 75% of 
respondents admitting to paying bribes. 
 

As compared to 2018, India’s overall ranking in Corruption 
Perception Index has risen 3 places to 78 out of 180 
countries.  
 

According to the list, Kerala is one of the least corrupt 
states. 
 

Hallmarking to be mandatory for gold jewellery and 
artefacts 
Hallmarking of gold jewellery and artefacts will be made 
mandatory across the country from January 15, 2021.  
 

India becomes first country to make entire Haj 
process digital 
India has become the first country to make the entire 
process for pilgrims going on Haj completely digital.  
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Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0 to be launched 
across the country  
The Central government will launch the Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 2.0 across the country. The 
scheme is aimed at immunizing children under the age of 
2 years and pregnant women against eight vaccine 
preventable diseases.  
 

Soma Roy Burman takes charge as new Controller 
General of Accounts 
Soma Roy Burman has took charge as the new Controller 
General of Accounts, CGA. She is the 24th CGA and the 
seventh woman to hold this coveted position.  
 

India, Sweden sign MoU for India-Sweden Healthcare 
Innovation Centre 
India and Sweden have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding for India-Sweden Healthcare Innovation 
Centre in New Delhi.  
 

Parliament passes Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu (Merger of Union Territories) Bill, 2019 
Parliament has also passed the Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman and Diu (Merger of Union Territories) Bill, 2019. 
 

The Bill provides for the merger of Union territories of 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.  
 

India successfully test-fires indigenously developed 
nuke-capable Prithvi-II missile  
India has successfully test-fired its indigenously 
developed surface-to-surface nuclear-capable Prithvi-II 
missile off Odisha coast.  
 

EC to implement Political Parties Registration 
Tracking Management System 
The Election Commission will implement Political Parties 
Registration Tracking Management System. It will be 
implemented through an online portal to facilitate tracking 
of status of application by applicants.  
 

Govt launches 4th round of Regional Connectivity 
Scheme-UDAN 
The Union Government has launched the 4th round of 
Regional Connectivity Scheme - UDAN (Ude Desh Ka 
Aam Nagrik) to further enhance the connectivity to remote 
and regional areas of the country.  
 

Navy Day is being celebrated on December 4 
Navy Day is being celebrated on December 4th every year. 
The day is celebrated in honour of the maritime force's 
role during the war with Pakistan in 1971. 
 

TRAI revamps mobile number portability rules 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has 
revamped mobile number portability (MNP) rules, making 
the entire process faster and simpler. 
 

Cabinet approves SC/STs reservation in Lok Sabha, 
state assemblies for another 10 years 
The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal to extend 
reservation for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies for 
another 10 years.  
 

Govt sanctions Rs 100 cr to set up women help desks 
in police stations 
The Union Home Ministry has sanctioned a sum 100 crore 
rupees from Nirbhaya Fund for setting up and strengthening 
of Women Help Desks in Police Stations. This scheme 
would be implemented by the States and Union Territories. 
 

Former IPS officer K Vijay Kumar appointed senior 
security adviser in home ministry 
K Vijay Kumar, who was until recently the adviser to the 

governor in the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, 
was appointed a senior security adviser in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs.  
 

Aberdeen in Andaman and Nicobar Islands adjudged 
best police station in Country 
Aberdeen Police station in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands ranks first in the list of the best-performing police 
stations in the country while dealing with a property 
offence, a crime against women and weaker sections.  
 

Balasinor police station in Gujarat secured the second 
rank. 
 

8th India-China joint training exercise commenced in 
Meghalaya 
The 8th India-China joint training exercise ‘HAND-IN-
HAND 2019’ with the theme counter terrorism under 
United Nations mandate commenced at Joint Training 
Node (JTN), Umroi in Meghalaya. 
 

4th India Water Impact summit held in Delhi 
The Union Minister of Jal Shakti inaugurated the fourth 
water impact summit in New Delhi.  
 

ISRO sets up space technology cells in premier 
institutions 
ISRO has set up 5 Space Technology Cells (STCs) at 
premier institutions like Indian Institute of Technologies 
(IITs) - Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur & Madras; Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru and Joint Research 
Programme with Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU, 
Pune). 
 

Ripu Daman Bevli as “Plogging Ambassador of India” 
on 50th Fit India Plogging Run 
Ripu Daman Bevli was appointed as Plogging 
Ambassador of India by Kiren Rijiju, Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) on the 50th Fit India 
Plogging Run.  
 

Total 799 Van Dhan Vikas Kendra opened in 24 states 
A total 799 Van Dhan Vikas Kendra in the 24 states have 
been opened since the launch of Pradhan Mantri Van 
Dhan Yojana.  
 

BJP govt gains majority as party wins 12 of 15 seats 
in K'taka by-polls 
The ruling BJP in Karnataka has registered an emphatic 
victory by winning 12 of the 15 seats in the by-election, 
thereby gaining the majority in the state legislative Assembly.  
 

Parliament Passes Arms Act (Amendment) Bill For 
Stricter Punishments 
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Arms Act (Amendment) 
Bill 2019 to amend the Arms Act 1959. The bill seeks to 
reduce the number of licensed arms per person and to 
increase the quantum of penalties for violation of the law. 
Celebratory firing will now be punishable. 
 

India reduces emission intensity of its GDP by  
21%: Prakash Javadekar 
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Prakash Javadekar has said India has reduced emission 
intensity of its GDP (gross domestic product) by 21 per 
cent and is on track to achieve the goal of 35 per cent 
emission reduction as promised in Paris.  
 

IIT Madras, Sterlite Technologies sign pact for  
5G advancement 
Optical fiber maker Sterlite Technologies has entered into 
a pact with Indian Institute of Technology Madras for 
research and advancements in 5G communications 
technology in the country. 
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Union culture minister launches web portal 
Union Minister for Culture and Tourism Prahlad Singh 
Patel has launched the Indian Culture web portal. Indian 
culture portal is the first government authorized portal 
where knowledge and cultural resources of various 
organizations of Ministry of Culture are now available in 
the public domain. 
 

NAVARMS-19: International Seminar on Naval 
weapon Systems 
The fourth edition of International Seminar cum Exhibition 
on Naval Weapon Systems ‘NAVARMS-19 was be held 
on 12-13 December 2019 in New Delhi.  
 

ISRO successfully launches earth observation 
satellite RISAT-2BR1 
Indian Space Research Organization's trusted workhorse 
the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle achieved a landmark 
with its 50th mission lifting off successfully from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. 
 

The RISAT satellites are equipped with a Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (SAR) that can take pictures of the earth 
during day and night and also under cloudy conditions. 
 

Project Gandhi Encyclopedia approved by GoI 
The Ministry of Culture has approved Rs 2.95 crores 
financial assistance for the development of Gandhi 
Paedia. The project is to be implemented by National 
Council of Science Museums, Kolkata. 
 

Parliament passes "The Citizenship Amendment Bill, 
2019" 
The Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2019 has been passed 
by the Parliament, with the Rajya Sabha approving it.  
 

The bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 to make illegal 
migrants of six communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship. The communities 
are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians. 
 

2 plus 2 India-US dialogue held on Dec 18: MEA 
The Second India-US 2 Plus 2 Ministerial Dialogue was 
held in Washington DC on 18th of this month. Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister  
S Jaishankar will lead the Indian delegation. 
 

Inner Line Permit regime extended to Manipur, Prez 
Kovind signs order 
The Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime has been extended to 
Manipur.  President Ram Nath Kovind signed an order in 
this regard. Manipur is the fourth state after Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram where the ILP regime 
has been made applicable. 
 

SC dismisses all pleas seeking review of Ayodhya verdict 
The Supreme Court of India has dismissed a batch of 
petitions seeking review of its November 9 Ayodhya 
verdict, which cleared the way for construction of Ram 
Temple at the disputed site. 
 

INTACH to provide consultancy services for Post-
Earthquake reconstruction of Cultural Heritage sites 
in Nepal 
The government of India has deployed Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) to provide 
consultancy services for Post-Earthquake reconstruction 
of 11 Cultural Heritage sites in Nepal. 
 

GRSE hands over Landing Craft Utility amphibious 
ship to Indian Navy 
Warship builder Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 
Engineers Ltd (GRSE) has delivered a Landing Craft 
Utility (LCU) to Indian Navy. 
 

UNESCO to train 4,000 Indian teachers in AI-powered 
Digital Technology 
UNESCO and Dell Technologies will launch a new 
education programme where they will train 4,000 Indian 
teachers in Artificial Technology.  
 

Mongla and Chattogram declared as Ports of Call 
under the “Coastal Shipping Agreement’ 
The Ministry of Shipping (MoS) announced that Mongla 
and Chattogram (Both in Bangladesh) have been 
declared as Ports of Call under “Coastal Shipping 
Agreement” between India & Bangladesh. 
 

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approves Disha Bill 2019 
The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approves the A.P. Disha 
Bill, 2019 (A.P. Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2019) 
paving the way for awarding the death penalty for the 
offences of rape and gang-rape and expediting the verdict 
in trials of such cases to 21 days. 
 

Nagaland extends Inner Line Permit regime to 
Dimapur district 
The state government of Nagaland has extended Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) regime to Dimapur district, which is the 
commercial hub of the state.  
 

India Design Council launches initiatives to promote 
Design Education and Standards 
India Design Council (IDC) launched two initiatives, called 
Design Education Quality Mark (DEQM) and Chartered 
Designs of India (CDI), with the objective to support and 
set standards for design profession. 
 

7th Economic Census to be complete by 2020 
The Seventh Economic Census is being conducted 
nationwide through Common Service Centres (CSC) and 
is expected to be completed by March 2020. This is the 
first time the census is being conducted digitally. 
 

India expands Indo-Pacific policy 
India is increasing the area covered by its Indo-Pacific 
policy to include the western Indian ocean and Arabian 
Sea. This means that ASEAN is not only the heart of the 
Indo-Pacific, but includes the Gulf states and Africa. 
 

Nation celebrates Vijay Diwas on December 16 
Vijay Diwas is celebrated across India on December 16 to 
commemorate India’s victory over Pakistan in 1971 war. 
 

Coal Ministry to establish a 'Cell' to promote 
environmentally sustainable coal mining 
The Union Coal Ministry has decided to establish a 
Sustainable Development Cell, SDC, to promote 
environmentally sustainable coal mining in the country. It 
will address environmental concerns during the 
decommissioning or closure of mines. 
 

Protests erupt across India against new citizenship 
law after police storm university campus 
Fresh protests swept across India, a day after police entered 
a university campus in the nation's capital and injured 
hundreds of students who were expressing opposition to the 
country's controversial new citizenship law. 
 

Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane to be next Army Chief 
Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane will be the next Chief of 
Army Staff. He is currently serving as Vice Chief of the 
Army. Lt Gen Naravane will succeed Gen Bipin Rawat, 
who will retire on the 31st of this month.  
 

ITBP becomes first among CAPF to launch a 
matrimonial site for its staff 
In a unique approach, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) has started a dedicated matrimonial site for its staff.  
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GEM launches national outreach programme  
'GeM Samvaad' 
Government e-commerce portal GeM has launched a 
national outreach programme, GeM Samvaad, to bring 
on-board more local sellers.  
 

Government promises broadband access in all villages 
by 2022; launches National Broadband Mission 
The Union government promised broadband access in all 
villages by 2022, as it launched the ambitious National 
Broadband Mission entailing stakeholder investment of 
Rs 7 lakh crore in the coming years. 
 

2+2 dialogue: India, US sign industrial security 
agreement for transfer of defence technology 
India and the United States have agreed to deepen the 
bilateral cooperation and increase defence trade. The two 
sides also inked an industrial security agreement that will 
allow the transfer of defence technology. 
 

Over 1,000 fast track courts to be set up for rape cases 
The Union Government is setting up over 1000 fast track 
special courts for expeditious trial and disposal of rape 
cases, including that of minors. The scheme will cost 
767.25 crore rupees to the Centre and States. 
 

Govt announces Rs 436 crore outlay for skilling 4 lakh 
persons 
The Union Government has announced 436 crore rupees 
outlay for skilling four lakh professionals in artificial 
intelligence, blockchain, and cybersecurity areas over the 
next three years. The 'Future Skills PRIME' programme will 
seek to position the initiative as India stack for digital talent. 
 

SC refuses to stay Citizenship Amendment Act  
The Supreme Court of India has refused to stay the 
implementation of the Citizenship Amendment Act but 
decided to examine the constitutional validity of the Act.  
 

Upgraded version of Pinaka guided rocket system, 
QR-SAM successfully testfired 
India had successfully test-fired two missiles from 
Chandipur in Odisha. 
 

Pinaka system has a maximum range of 75 km for Mark-II 
variant and can fire a salvo of 12 rockets in less than  
45 seconds. 
 

CGHS services to be extended to 100 cities: Union 
Health Minister 
Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has said that the 
Central Government Health Scheme, CGHS services will 
be extended to 100 cities. At present, the scheme is 
operational across 72 cities through 329 Allopathic 
Wellness Centres and 86 AYUSH Centres.  
 

Ration cards to look similar across country 
The Centre has designed a standard format for ration 
cards as it moves ahead with ‘one nation, one ration card’ 
initiative and has asked State governments to follow the 
pattern while issuing fresh ration cards. 
 

Indian Coast Guard holds 18th National Maritime 
Search and Rescue Board meeting 
The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) organised the 18th National 
Maritime Search and Rescue Board (NMSARB) meeting 
to discuss policy issues, formulate guidelines & 
procedures and assess the efficacy of National Search 
and Rescue Plan.  
 

Mission on urban renewal extended by 2 yrs to 2022 
Unable to meet set targets for urban renewal in 500 cities, 
the Centre has decided to extend the mission period of its 
flagship initiative Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT) by two more years. 
 

Skill Development Ministry to set up 500 skill hubs 
and labs in govt schools 
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Ministry has 
finalized a plan for setting up 500 skill hubs and labs in 
government schools. It has taken several initiatives to 
impart skill training to the youth of the country. 
 

December 22nd: National Mathematics Day 
National Mathematics Day is celebrated on 22nd 
December every year to mark the birth anniversary of 
legendary mathematician, Srinivasa Ramanujan and his 
contributions in the development of modern mathematics. 
 

FSSAI delinks front of packet labelling from general 
labelling 
The FSSAI (Food Safety Standards Association of India) 
announced that the front of packet labeling will be delinked 
from its general labeling regulation. The move is being 
implemented in order to make the consumers aware of food 
products that are high in fat, salt and sugar content. 
 

Railway unveils new signalling system  
The Railways will roll out its new signalling system from 
April 2020 onwards that is expected to make train travel 
faster and safer. The implementation will begin with four 
sections of about 640 route kilometres with an estimated 
cost of around ₹1,810 crore.  
 

Harsh Vardhan Shringla appointed next foreign secretary 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, India's Ambassador to the  
US, has been appointed as the new Foreign Secretary.  
 

Jharkhand assembly election final result:  
JMM-Congress-RJD wins 47 seats, BJP 25 
The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-led three-party alliance has 
wrested power from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 
the Jharkhand Assembly election results 2019. JMM-
Congress-RJD -- registered a landslide victory bagging  
47 seats in the 81-member Jharkhand Assembly. 
 

Urban India, except Bengal, declared open 
defecation-free, says Ministry  
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has said 
the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban had achieved its goal 
of making urban India free of open defecation, though 
urban local bodies in West Bengal had not been declared 
open defecation free (ODF). 
 

Defence Ministry approves additional 1 lakh senior 
division NCC seats 
Union Defence Ministry has approved additional one lakh 
senior division NCC seats on a self-financing basis. 
 

Govt notifies rules for fixation of microdots identifiers 
on vehicles 
The union government has notified rules for fixation of 
microdots identifiers on motor vehicles and their parts. 
Road Transport and Highways Ministry said, microdots 
will enhance the security of vehicles. 
 

Government approves updation of National 
Population Register; says no documentation or  
bio-metric needed 
Union Cabinet approves conduct of Census of India  
2021 and updation of National Population Register. 
Cabinet approved expenditure of over 8 thousand  
754 crore rupees for the exercise of Census of India  
2021 and over 3 thousand 941 crore rupees for updation 
of National Population Register.  
 

Cabinet approves creation of Chief of Defence Staff post 
The Union Cabinet approved the post and charter of the 
Chief of Defence Staff who will be a four-star General, the 
principal military advisor to the defence minister. 
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Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India and 
Brazil on Bioenergy Cooperation 
The Cabinet has given its approval for signing of 
Memorandum of Understanding between India and Brazil 
on Bioenergy Cooperation.  
 

Dharmendra Pradhan unveils India's first long 
distance CNG bus 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan unveiled India's first long distance CNG bus fitted 
with CNG cylinders at a function in New Delhi. It can travel 
around one thousand kilometre in a single fill.  
 

Government, gives nod to restructuring of Railway board 
The Union Cabinet gave approval to restructuring of the 
Railway board through merger of its existing eight Group 
A services into a central service called the Indian Railway 
Management Service (IRMS).  
 

National Consumer Day – December 24 
National Consumer Day is observed on 24 December 
every year. The theme of this year is “alternate consumer 
grievance/dispute redressal”. 
 

Hemant Soren took oath as Jharkhand CM on Dec 29 
In Jharkhand, Grand Alliance leader Hemant Soren has 
took oath as Chief Minister on the 29th of this month. 
 

All villages to have free WiFi services by March 2020: Govt 
Communication and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has 
said that free WiFi services will be provided to all villages 
across the country through Bharatnet till March next year. 
 

PM Modi launches scheme for groundwater conservation 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a 
groundwater conservation mission, named after Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, on the latter’s 95th birth anniversary. The 
Atal Bhujal Yojana, which will be known by its shorthand 
Atal Jal, is a centrally sponsored project to improve 
groundwater levels in seven critically water-depleted 
states. These are Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.  
 

Rohtang tunnel in Himachal Pradesh named as Atal 
tunnel 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi named Rohtang 
passageway in Himachal Pradesh as Atal Tunnel to mark 
the 95th birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.  
 

Mumbai: CSMT gets 'Eat Right' station certificate 
Iconic Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) 
railway station in Mumbai has been conferred with 'Eat 
Right Station' certification with the five-star rating by the 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for 
food safety and hygiene. 
 

Digital Radio to be launched in 2024: Prakash 
Javadekar 
Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has said that NDA government is launching 
Digital Radio in 2024. 
 

NPR: house-to-house verification planned 
The Narendra Modi government proposes to update the 
National Population Register (NPR), which already has an 
electronic database of more than 119 crore residents. 
 

Tamil Nadu tops good governance index among big 
states, Maharashtra and Karnataka get second, third slot 
The southern state of Tamil Nadu has bagged the top 
position in the composite ranking for good governance 
index (GGI), followed by Maharashtra and Karnataka.  
 

In the north-east and hill category, Himachal Pradesh has 
topped the ranking. 
 

Among the union territories, Pondicherry(Puducherry) has 
got the first position. 
 

India's first university for transgender community to 
come up in UP's Kushinagar dist. 
The country’s first university for the transgender community 
will be established in Kushinagar district in Uttar Pradesh. 
 

Earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India found in A.P. 
The Epigraphy Branch of the Archaeological Survey of 
India has discovered the earliest epigraphic evidence so 
far for the Saptamatrika cult. It is also the earliest Sanskrit 
inscription to have been discovered in South India as on 
date. 
 

Indian Air Force Bids farewell to MiG 27 
The MiG-27, 'Bahadur' which proved to be an ace attacker 
during the 1999 Kargil War roared through the skies for 
one last time after serving the Indian Air Force for over 
three decades.  
 

Home Ministry relaxes travel conditions for  
OCI cardholders 
Overseas Citizenship of India cardholders, in certain age 
groups, can travel to India even if they have not  
re-registered it after the issuance of their new passports, 
as the Home Ministry has relaxed travel conditions till 
June 30, 2020. 
 

A book titled “Politics of Opportunism” authored by 
R P N Singh Noted Economist and Political Analyst  
S Gurumurthy released a book titled “Politics of 
Opportunism: Regional Parties, Coalitions, Centre-State 
Relations In India”. The book is authored by R P N Singh. 
The book throws light on the subject related to rise of 
regional parties and Centre-States relation. 
 

First Trial run of Double Stack Train 
A trial run of the first double stack freight train was 
conducted in the western dedicated freight corridor. 
 

The train will be operated in the Rewari-Madar Section in 
Haryana and Rajasthan states. 
 

Losar Festival: Ladakhi New Year being celebrated 
Union Territory of Ladakh is celebrating Losar Festival, to 
mark the Ladakhi or Tibetan New Year. 
 

PM Modi says ISRO is planning to launch satellite 
Aditya to study Sun 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that ISRO is 
planning to launch a satellite called ‘’Aditya’’ to study the 
sun. 
 

Govt committed to ensure that each paramilitary force 
jawan spends 100 days with his family: Amit Shah 
Home Minister Amit Shah has said, the union government 
is committed to ensure that each and every jawan of the 
para-military forces spends hundred days in a year with 
his family. 
 

General Bipin Rawat named India's first Chief of 
Defence Staff 
Army General Bipin Rawat has been named the country's 
first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). Thus, he became the 
first officer to hold the post of the Chief of Defence Staff, 
which was set up recently. 
 

Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane to take over as new 
Army Chief 
Vice Chief of the Army Staff, Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane 
will take over as new Army Chief from December 31.  
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BANKING & ECONOMY 

NATIONAL 

Kerala tops SDG index; Bihar at last rank  
Kerala retained the top rank while Bihar was adjudged as 
the worst performer in Niti Aayog's SDG India Index 2019. 
 

Total tree, forest cover increased by 5,188 square 
kilometres in two years: Report 
The total tree and forest cover in the country increased by 
5,188 square kilometer in the last two years, said the India 
State of Forest Report 2019. 
 

According to the report, the three states where forest area 
has grown the most include Karnataka (1025 km), Andhra 
Pradesh (990 km) and Kerala (823 km). 
 

Ajit Pawar returns as Deputy CM  
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) leader Ajit Pawar was 
sworn in for a record fourth time as Deputy Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra. 
 
Arnab Goswami elected president of News 
Broadcasters Federation’s governing board  
The News Broadcasters Federation has elected journalist 
Arnab Goswami as the president of its governing board.  
 

ICSSR Chairman Braj Bihari Kumar passes away 
Braj Bihari Kumar, the Chairman of Indian Council of 
Social Science Research (ICSSR) passed away.  
 

Veteran Telugu actor and writer Gollapudi Maruti Rao 
passes away 
Former Nandi Award winner and renowned Telugu actor 
and writer Gollapudi Maruti Rao passed away recently. 
 

Former Union Minister of State for Home Affairs  
ID Swami dies at 90 
Former Union Minister ID Swami died at the age of 90 in 
Faridabad, Haryana. Mr Swami was Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs in 1999 in former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's government. 
 

Actress Gita Siddharth passes away 
Indian actress Gita Siddharth Kak, known for her 
remarkable roles in films like Garam Hawa; Parichay; 
Disco Dancer; and Trishul among others, has died. 
 

Veteran film and theatre actor Shriram Lagoo passes 
away 
Veteran actor Shriram Lagoo has passed away at the age 
of 92. Lagoo had worked in over 100 Hindi and Marathi 
films, over 40 Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati plays and 
directed over 20 plays in Marathi.  
 

Sahitya Akademi Winner Dr G Nanjundan Found Dead  
Eminent translator and Sahitya Akademi award winner  
Dr G Nanjundan was found dead at his residence.  
 

Renowned Hindi author Ganga Prasad Vimal killed in 
road accident 
Renowned Hindi author Ganga Prasad Vimal was killed in 
a road accident in southern Sri Lanka. He wrote more than 
one dozen poetry collections, short story collections and 
novels. 
 

Veteran Political cartoonist Vikas Sabnis passes 
away 
Veteran Political cartoonist Vikas Sabnis has passed 
away recently. 
 

National Farmers' Day observed across India on 
December 23 
Kisan Diwas or National Farmers' Day is observed across 
India on December 23. This day honours Chaudhary 
Charan Singh, the 5th Prime Minister of India whose was 
born on this day. 
 

 
 
 
DHFL becomes 1st financial services firm to be taken 
to NCLT 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has referred Dewan 
Housing Finance Corp. Ltd (DHFL) to the National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for insolvency 
proceedings, making it the first financial services player to 
go NCLT for a possible debt resolution.  
 

HR Khan Appointed as chairman of MFI panel 
Former deputy governor of RBI, HR Khan has been 
appointed as the first chairman of the steering committee of 
the Code for Responsible Lending (CRL) in micro-credit.  
 

Aditya Birla Finance becomes first company to list 
commercial papers on stock exchanges 
Aditya Birla Finance Ltd (ABFL), the Non-Banking 
Financial Company (NBFC) arm of Aditya Birla Capital, 
has now become the first company to list its commercial 
papers (CPs) on stock exchanges. 
 

WTO: 163 countries agree to make changes in rules 
governing trade dispute resolution 
In an unusual development, 163 countries have agreed to 
make comprehensive changes to the rules governing the 
resolution of trade disputes merely to placate one member 
— the US — for keeping the Appellate Body afloat. 
 

Telecom operators hike mobile tariffs, data tariffs by 
upto 42 per cent 
In an attempt to tide over the crisis in telecom sector, 
incumbent operators Vodafone Idea (VIL) and Bharti Airtel 
hiked mobile tariffs by up to 42 per cent, effective 
December 3. 
 

GST revenue collection crosses Rs 1 lakh cr during 
November 
Gross GST collections stood at Rs 1.03 lakh crore in 
November, marginally up from the previous month, 
according to official data.  
 

FPIs net buyers for 3rd month; invest Rs 22,872 cr in 
November 
Foreign investors remained net buyers in the Indian 
capital market for the third straight month in November, 
putting in Rs 22,872 crore on net basis during the month, 
according to depositories data. 
 

NSE, BSE suspend Karvy's trading license 
The National Stock Exchange of India Ltd (NSE) has 
suspended Karvy Stock Broking Ltd’s trading licence for 
all segments due to non-compliance with exchange and 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) norms. 
 

DHFL admitted for bankruptcy  
The Mumbai bench of the National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) has admitted troubled mortgage lender 
Dewan Housing Finance Corporation Ltd. (DHFL) for 
bankruptcy proceedings following an application filed by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  
 

EPFO’s investment in ETFs at Rs 86,966 cr till 
September  
Retirement fund body EPFO has invested Rs 86,966 crore 
in exchange traded funds (ETFs) till September 2019.  
 

PSBs disburse ₹4.91 trillion loans in October-
November 
Public sector banks (PSBs) have disbursed loans of  
₹2.39 trillion in November to non-bank lenders, large and 
small businesses, as well as farmers, and ₹2.52 trillion in 
October, the finance ministry. 
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Bad loans worth Rs 80,893 crore written off by banks 
till September quarter 
As per RBI data on global operations, Public Sector and 
Private Sector Banks wrote-off Rs 80,893 crore 
(provisional data), during the current financial year  
2019-20 (till September 30, 2019). 
 

IL&FS reports Rs 22,527 cr net loss for FY19 
Cash-strapped Infrastructure Leasing & Financial 
Services (IL&FS) has reported a standalone net loss of  
Rs 22,527 crore for the fiscal to March 2019, as against 
Rs 333 crore in the previous fiscal. 
 

Ujjivan SFB IPO overall subscribed 166 times, sees 
highest subscription in 2019  
 The initial public offering by Ujjivan Small Finance Bank, 
which got fully subscribed on the first day itself, overall 
received 165.68 times subscription on the third and final 
day of the bidding process. The Ujjivan Bank is now the 
best IPO of 2019, overtaking IRCTC issue, which saw 
subscription of 112 times in October 2019.  
 

Cabinet approves launch of Bharat Bond ETF to pump 
money into public sector  
The Union Cabinet has approved launch of an exchange 
traded fund for bonds. The fund will provide additional 
money for state-owned firms and other government 
organizations. 
 

Bharat Bond Exchange Traded Fund would be the first 
corporate bond ETF in the country. 
 

Process for merger of BSNL, MTNL underway: Ravi 
Shankar Prasad 
Union Minister for Communications Ravi Shankar Prasad 
has said that the process is on for the merger of BSNL 
and MTNL. 
 

Reserve Bank keeps repo rate unchanged at 5.15 % 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its fifth bi-monthly 
Monetary Policy has kept the policy repo rate unchanged 
at 5.15 per cent. 
 

The real GDP growth for 2019-20 has been revised 
downwards from 6.1 per cent in the October policy to  
5.0 per cent. 
 

Tax department issues 2.10 cr tax refunds till 
November 
The Income Tax Department has processed as many as 
2.10 crore tax refund cases till 28th November during the 
current fiscal as compared to 1.75 crore refund returns 
during the same period last year. 
 

Fifteenth Finance Commission submits report to 
President 
Fifteenth Finance Commission has submitted its report for 
2020-21 to President Ram Nath Kovind.  
 

S&P reaffirms India's rating at 'BBB' with stable outlook 
Rating Agency S&P has reaffirmed the Sovereign Credit 
Rating of India at BBB with outlook is stable.  
 

India’s forex reserves cross $450 billion for the first 
time  
Foreign exchange reserves continue the upward journey 
surging to a new high of $451.7 billion as of December 3, 
Reserve Bank governor Shaktikanta Das said.  
 

Canada's CPPIB to invest $600 million in NIIF Master 
Fund 
Canada's largest pension fund Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board (CPPIB) has agreed to invest about 
$600 million in National Investment and Infrastructure 
Fund (NIIF) through the NIIF Master Fund. 
 

Saudi Aramco announces biggest ever IPO 
Saudi Arabia, state oil company Aramco has set a share 
price for its much-anticipated initial public offering. 
Aramco has set a share price that will value the 
company's initial public offering (IPO) at 25.6 billion Dollar.  
 

NEFT facility to be available round the clock from 
December 16 
In a bid to promote digital transactions, the Reserve Bank 
of India has said that round-the-clock transactions will be 
allowed under the National Electronic Funds Transfer 
(NEFT) system from December 16. 
 

RBL Bank raises Rs 2,025 crore via QIP 
Private sector lender RBL Bank said it has raised  
Rs 2,025.27 crore from institutional investors through a 
qualified institutional placement (QIP). The QIP opened 
on December 2, 2019 and closed on December 5, 2019.  
 

Govt asks e-commerce firms to file FDI compliance 
report annually 
The Union government has made it mandatory for  
e-commerce companies like Amazon and Flipkart to 
submit FDI policy compliance report by statutory auditor 
by September 30 every year, a move aimed at ensuring 
that they follow all the norms properly. 
 

Sebi orders LIC, SBI, Bank of Baroda to reduce stake 
to below 10% in UTI AMC by December 2020 
Markets regulator Sebi has directed three public sector 
financial institutions -- LIC, SBI and Bank of Baroda -- to 
dilute their stakes to below 10 per cent in UTI Asset 
Management Company (AMC) by December next year.  
 

RBI tightens norms for ARCs to acquire financial 
assets 
The Reserve Bank of India tightened norms for asset 
reconstruction companies (ARCs), restricting them from 
buying financial assets from their sponsor firms and 
lenders on a bilateral basis. However, the regulator has 
allowed the ARCs to participate in auctions of such 
assets. 
 

National Stock Exchange appoints Girish Chandra 
Chaturvedi its chairman 
NSE said it has appointed Public Interest Director Girish 
Chandra Chaturvedi as its new chairman. 
 

IEPFA signs MOU with Bank of Baroda for Investor 
Awareness 
Investor Education & Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) 
which works under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Bank of Baroda (BoB) to spread customer awareness and 
investor education and reaching out to investors and 
stakeholders. 
 

China's trade with US sinks in November amid tariff 
war 
China's trade with the United States sank again in 
November as negotiators worked on the first stage of a 
possible deal to end a tariff war. Customs data showed 
exports to the United States fell 23 per cent from a year 
earlier while imports of American goods were off 2.8 per 
cent. 
 

India Inc’s overseas borrowings jump over two-fold to 
$3.41 bn in October 
India Inc’s foreign borrowings grew over two-fold to USD 
3.41 billion in October over the corresponding month a 
year ago, according to data from the Reserve Bank of 
India. Indian companies had raised USD 1.41 billion in 
borrowings from overseas markets in October 2018. 
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New household consumer expenditure survey to 
begin in July 
The Statistics Ministry intends to start new Household 
Consumer Expenditure survey from July, 2020.  
 

NSE launches interest rate options on 10-yr govt bonds 
National Stock Exchange launched interest rate options 
on ten-year Government bonds. The exchange recorded 
a turnover of 5,926 contracts on the first day of its launch. 
 

Walmart, Amazon to train MSMEs  
Walmart and Amazon, the two largest foreign investors in 
the Indian e-commerce sector, separately announced 
plans to help India’s MSME sector in better use of digital 
commerce platforms to enhance their growth. 
 

Loans worth over Rs10 lakh cr sanctioned under PMMY 
Under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), 20.84 
crore loan accounts totaling an amount of Rs 10.24 lakh 
crore have been sanctioned up to November 1. 
 

SBI’s bad loans up by ₹11,932 crore in FY19 
A risk-assessment report by the Reserve Bank of India 
has found that the public sector lender State Bank of India 
(SBI) under-reported its non-performing assets for the 
fiscal year FY19. The bank said it had under-reported its 
bad debts by Rs 11,932 crore. 
 

Stand Up India: Six States get 50% of loan amounts 
sanctioned under the scheme  
According to the data provided by the Finance Ministry to 
the Lok Sabha, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat 
received the maximum loan amounts under the Centre’s 
ambitious Stand Up India (SUPI) scheme. 
 

Next on the list were Maharashtra, Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh. Together, the six States have received 50 per 
cent of the total loan amount of ₹17,937 crore sanctioned 
under the scheme. 
 

US, Mexico, Canada sign USMCA trade deal 
The representatives from the United States, Mexico and 
Canada inked a revamped version of their regional trade 
pact after months of negotiations. 
 

The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
will now go to the countries' legislatures for final approval. 
 

Cabinet authorises setting up of Infrastructure 
Investment Trust by NHAI 
Union Cabinet gave its nod to the proposal of Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways, authorizing National 
Highways Authority of India, NHAI to set up Infrastructure 
Investment Trust. 
 

Ashok Leyland appoints Vipin Sondhi as CEO, MD for 
five years 
Ashok Leyland Ltd has appointed Vipin Sondhi as chief 
executive officer (CEO) and managing director (MD) of 
the automobile company starting 12 December 2019.  
 

National Financial Reporting Authority submits first 
report since constitution 
The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) issued 
its first audit report of IL&FS Financial Services Limited for 
the year 2017-18. It is the first report submitted by the 
authority since its constitution in October 2018.  
 

Xiaomi launches service “Mi Credit” in India for 
Android phones 
Xiaomi has formally launched its lending platform  
“Mi Credit” in India for Android phones.  
 

GoI invokes Drug Price Control Order, 2013 for the 
first time 
 The Government of India for the first-time invoked Drug 

Price Control Order, 2013 in order to increase the prices 
of 21 medicines to ensure their availability. The prices 
were increased by 50%.  
 

Parliament passes International Financial Services 
Centre Authority bill, 2019 
The International Financial Services Centre Authority bill 
was passed by Rajya Sabha. It proposes to set up an 
authority to regulate financial services in the International 
Financial Services Centres in India. 
 

ICAR and NABARD sign MoU to develop Climate 
Resilient Technologies for farmers 
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and 
National Board of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) signed Memorandum of Understanding. The 
agreement was signed to facilitate the research and 
technologies to develop climate resilient practices in the 
agriculture sector and hi-tech farming practices. 
 

China suspends additional tariffs on US goods after 
two sides announce major breakthrough in trade war 
China's finance ministry announced that it will suspend 
the planned addition of 10 percent and 5 percent tariffs on 
some US imports. 
 

The move follows US President Trump's cancellation of 
new tariffs on Chinese products as part of a phase one 
trade deal. 
 

Govt approves changes in Interest Subvention 
Scheme guidelines for MSMEs 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Minister 
Nitin Gadkari has approved the changes in the Interest 
Subvention Scheme guidelines for MSMEs.  
 

The scheme is being closely monitored to help MSMEs 
get incremental credit of upto 1 crore rupees with Interest 
Subvention 2 per cent by government. 
 

Ahead of Council meet, Centre releases ₹35,298-cr 
GST compensation to States/UTs  
Ahead of 38th GST Council Meeting, the Centre has 
released one more tranche of compensation cess to 
States amounting to ₹35,298 crore to States and Union 
Territories.  
 

ArcelorMittal Forms Joint Venture With Nippon Steel 
To Run Essar Steel  
ArcelorMittal SA had formed a joint venture with Nippon 
Steel Corp to run Essar Steel, the bankrupt steel company 
that ArcelorMittal has taken over. ArcelorMittal and 
Nippon Steel had bid jointly for Essar, which has a 
capacity of 10 million tonnes of steel per year. 
 

Reliance Jio tower assets sold to Canada's Brookfield 
for Rs 25,000 crore  
Reliance Industrial Investments and Holdings (RIIHL), a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance 
Industries (RIL), has entered into binding agreements with 
Canada’s Brookfield Infrastructure Partners LP and its 
institutional partners for an investment of Rs 25,215 crore 
in the telecom tower assets of the RIL. 
 

Sridhar Patra appointed NALCO CMD 
Sridhar Patra was appointed as the chairman-cum-
managing director of NALCO.  
 

Trai defers zero-IUC regime for a year, to take effect 
from January, 2021 
TRAI has deferred the implementation of the zero-
interconnect usage charges (IUC) regime by a year till 
January 1, 2021. 
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India, Germany ink pact for Rs 1,958 crore finance to 
develop energy-efficient housing programme 
India has secured a USD 277 million (about Rs 1,900 
crore) loan from Germany to establish an energy-efficient 
housing programme in the country.  
 

Reliance Industries tops Fortune India 500 list ending 
IOC's 10-year reign 
Reliance Industries has displaced state-owned Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) to top the Fortune India 500 list.  
 

NPCI sets up subsidiary for exporting UPI to 
international markets: RBI governor 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has 
setup a subsidiary to export the much-acclaimed Unified 
Payment Interface or UPI for governments and central 
banks interested in implementing similar instant fund 
transfer in their countries. 
 

NCLAT restores Cyrus Mistry as executive chairman 
of Tata Group 
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
has restored former Tata group Chairman Cyrus Mistry as 
executive chairman of Tata Group. The tribunal has also 
held the appointment of Natarajan Chandrasekaran as 
executive chairman illegal. 
 

GST Council fixes 28% uniform tax rate for lottery 
The Goods and Services Tax or GST Council has fixed a 
uniform tax rate of 28 per cent on both state-run and 
private lottery. It also decided to rationalise the GST rate 
on woven and non-woven bags to 18 per cent. 
 

ADB issues $250 mn loan to India to expand energy 
efficiency investments 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government 
of India has signed a USD 250 million loan to Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) to expand energy 
efficiency investments in India that will benefit agricultural, 
residential and institutional consumers. 
 

Infosys launches blockchain-powered distributed 
applications 
Infosys has announced the launch of three blockchain-
powered distributed applications for government services, 
insurance, and supply chain management domains. 
 

Realme forays into financial services, launches 
‘PaySa’ platform 
Chinese smartphone maker Realme has announced its 
foray into the burgeoning financial services sector with 
"PaySa" platform while evaluating its own digital 
payments mobile platform next year. 
 

'Realme PaySa' aims to serve individuals and small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) in both metros and tier II and 
III cities. 
 

ICRA downgrades Yes Bank 
Rating agency ICRA has downgraded Yes Bank's  
Rs 52,911.70 crore worth bond programme citing 
continued uncertainty regarding the timing and quantum 
of capital raised by the bank.  
 

Gem partners with UCO Bank, BoM for Payment 
related services 
The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has signed two 
agreements with Bank of Maharashtra and UCO Bank to 
offer services like transfer of funds through GeM pool 
accounts and earnest money deposit (EMD) to registered 
users on the portal.  
 

Fitch cuts India GDP growth forecast to 4.6 pc in FY20 
Fitch Ratings has cut its growth forecast for India to 4.6 
per cent for the 2019-20 fiscal from the previous 

estimation of 5.6 per cent after factoring in significant 
deceleration in past few quarters due to credit squeeze 
and deterioration in business and consumer confidence. 
 

Bharat Bond ETF subscribed 1.7 times 
Bharat Bond Exchange Traded Fund (ETF), the country’s 
first corporate bond exchange-traded fund aimed at retail 
investors, saw a strong response, with the issue getting 
subscribed around 1.7 times. It collected Rs 12,000 crore 
to be utilised for capex of PSUs. 
 

India's import cover improves to 10 months in June 
2019, says RBI report 
India’s import cover improved to 10 months at the end of 
June 2019, from 9.6 months at end-March, as the 
country’s foreign exchange reserves increased to  
$429.84 billion, from $412.87 billion in the same period.  
 

HDFC Bank becomes 3rd Indian company to cross m- 
cap of $ 100 billion 
According to Bloomberg data, HDFC Bank Ltd has 
crossed the $100 billion market capitalisation, becoming 
only the third firm in the country to achieve this milestone. 
HDFC Bank is now in the league of Reliance Industries 
Ltd, which has a market cap of $140.74 billion, and Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS) that has a market cap of 
$114.60 billion. 
 

Boeing CEO is Out as 737 MAX Crisis Deepens 
Dennis Muilenburg was ousted as chief executive officer 
of Boeing Co., as the company was engulfed in a turmoil 
after two deadly crashes of its top-selling 737 Max jetliner. 
 

David Calhoun will replace Muilenburg as CEO and 
president Jan. 13 
 

RBI holds open market operations 
The RBI has purchased ₹10,000-crore worth long-term 
government securities and sold ₹6,825 crore of short-term 
securities through open market operations (OMOs). 
 

Aadhaar to be made mandatory for GST 
The GST Network has decided to make Aadhaar 
authentication or physical verification mandatory for new 
dealers from January 1, 2020, to check malpractices. 
 

Total amount in bank frauds rise 74% to Rs 71,543 cr 
in FY19: RBI report 
In its report on ‘Trend and Progress of Banking in India 
2018-19’, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) says there was 
a 15 per cent spike in the number of frauds and a 74 per 
cent increase in the amount. 
 

The number of frauds was 6,801 in FY19, from 5,916 in 
FY18; the respective amounts at stake were Rs 71,543 
crore and Rs 41,167 crore. 
 

Sangita Reddy appointed as the President of FICCI for 
2019-20 
Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing Director, Apollo Hospitals 
Group, has taken over as the President of the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) for 
2019-20.  
 

Allahabad Bank gets fresh capital of Rs 2,153 cr from govt 
State-owned Allahabad Bank will get a fresh capital 
infusion of Rs 2,153 crore from the government in the 
current financial year. 
 

IL&FS case: Sebi imposes Rs 25 lakh fine on rating 
agencies ICRA, CARE 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has 
slapped a penalty of Rs 25 lakh each on credit rating agencies 
CARE and ICRA for violation of the Sebi (Credit Rating 
Agencies) Regulations pertaining to assigning of rating to 
various non-convertible debentures (NCDs) of IL&FS. 
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Government proposes BS VI emission norms for 
quadricycles from April 2020 
The Union government has proposed to make BS VI 
emission norms mandatory for quadricycles from April 1, 
2020. 
 

Govt to infuse Rs 4,360 crore in Indian Overseas Bank 
State-owned Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said the union 
government would infuse Rs 4,360 crore into the lender.  
 

Allahabad Bank raises Tier 2 Capital aggregating  
Rs 1500 cr 
Allahabad Bank has successfully raised Tier 2 Capital 
Fund through Private Placement of Basel III compliant 
Tier 2 Bonds aggregating to Rs 1500 crore at a coupon of 
9.53% p.a. payable annually. 
 

RBI directs large co-op banks to report exposures 
above Rs 5 cr 
The Reserve Bank of India has directed large cooperative 
banks to report all exposures of Rs 5 crore and more to 
the Central Repository of Information on Large Credits 
(CRILC), a move aimed at early recognition of financial 
distress.  
 

GoM constituted to fast track revival plan of BSNL 
GoI constituted a 7-member group of ministers to fast 
track the implementation of revival plan of BSNL and 
MTNL. 
 

India likely to surpass Germany to become the fourth-
largest economy in 2026: Report 
India will overtake Germany to become fourth-largest 
economy in the world by the year 2026. According to a 
report by the UK-based Centre for Economics and 
Business Research (CEBR). 
 

Finance Minister launches ‘eBkray’ auction platform 
for assets attached by banks 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has launched 
eBkray an common e-auction platform to enable online 
auction of attached assets transparently and cleanly for 
the improved realization of value by banks.  
 

MDR charges will not be applicable on transactions 
through RuPay, UPI platforms from 1st of January: FM 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that no 
Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) will be applicable on 
transactions through homegrown RuPay and UPI 
platforms beginning 1st of January next year.  
 

PAN-Aadhaar linking deadline extended from Dec 31 
to March 2020: CBDT  
The deadline to link the permanent account number 
(PAN) with Aadhaar was extended till 31 March 2020 by 
the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) through an 
order.  
 

Operation Twist-II: RBI buys Rs 10,000 cr bonds, sells 
Rs 8,501 cr short-term debt 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) again bought more 
bonds than it sold in the second round of Operation Twist. 
 

The central bank had announced a simultaneous sale and 
purchase of bonds under a special open market operation 
(OMO) for Rs 10,000 crore for Monday.  
 

Huawei Gets Government's Approval to Participate in 
5G Trials 
The Union government has permitted Huawei to take part 
in the 5G trials in India and the trials are likely to start next 
month. 
 

UKIBC sets up Aerospace and Defence Industry 
Group 
The UK India Business Council (UKIBC) announced the 
establishment of Aerospace and Defence Industry Group 
to boost bilateral cooperation in the areas. 
 
Devesh Srivastava elevated to CMD's position of GIC 
Re 
Devesh Srivastava has been elevated to the position of 
Chairman and Managing Director at General Insurance 
Corporation of India (GIC Re). 
 

DCC clears 8,300 MHz spectrum auction worth  
₹5.22 lakh crore 
The Digital Communications Commission (DCC) green-
lighted the ₹5.22-lakh-crore spectrum auction plan 
involving 8300 MHz of airwaves across 22 circles. The 
sale is likely to take place in March-April. 
 

377 infrastructure projects show cost overruns of  
Rs 3.94 lakh crore  
As many as 377 infrastructure projects, each worth  
Rs 150 crore or more, have been hit by cost overruns of 
more than Rs 3.94 lakh crore owing to delays and other 
reasons, according to a report.  
 

Anand Mahindra to step down as M&M executive 
chairman 
The board of Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M) has approved 
the transition of Anand Mahindra's role from chairman to 
non-executive chairman. Pawan Goenka has been  
re-designated as the managing director and CEO up to 
November 11, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Malayalam poet Akkitham wins 55th Jnanpith Award 
Eminent Malayalam poet Akkitham has been chosen for 
55th Jnanpith Award for the year 2019. 
 

Lionel Messi: Barcelona forward wins Ballon d'Or for 
record sixth time 
Barcelona forward Lionel Messi has won the Ballon d'Or 
award for the world's best player for a record sixth time. 
Virgil van Dijk was second. 
 

New Zealand Win MCC's Spirit Of Cricket Award For 
Conduct In World Cup Final  
New Zealand cricket team have been awarded with the 
MCC's Christopher Martin-Jenkins Spirit of Cricket Award 
for 2019 for their sporting conduct in the aftermath of the 
World Cup final against England. 
 

Ethiopia's PM receives Nobel Peace Prize 
Ethiopia's Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has received the 
2019 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts to achieve 
international peace and co-operation. 
 

Space startup with AI solution to stubble burning 
wins ‘Space Oscar’  
A Gurgaon-based startup working in utilizing satellite data 
to solve environmental problems has won an international 
prize for its AI (artificial intelligence)- based tool to measure 
and monitor farm fires and stubble burning across India. 
 

Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan receive 
prestigious UN medal 
About 850 Indian peacekeepers serving in South Sudan 
have been awarded the prestigious UN medal for their 
service and contribution to building peace in the conflict-
affected nation and going above their duties to support 
local communities. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

Amitabha Bagchi wins $25,000 DSC Prize for South 
Asian Literature 2019 
Amitabha Bagchi’s new novel titled, Half The Night Is 
Gone was declared the winner of the $25,000 DSC Prize 
for South Asian Literature 2019. 
 

Sahitya Akademi’s 2019 awards includes non-fiction 
by Shashi Tharoor 
The Sahitya Akademi has announced its annual literary 
awards for 2019 for works in 23 languages, including one 
for Shashi Tharoor’s non-fiction book about British rule in 
India. 
 

‘An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India’ by  
Mr. Tharoor, who is a Congress MP, was selected in the 
English category. 
 

Portugal announces Gandhi Citizenship Education 
Prize to perpetuate Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals 
Portuguese Prime Minister, Antonio Costa has 
announced that in order to help perpetuate Mahatma 
Gandhi’s ideals, Portugal will be launching a Gandhi 
Citizenship Education Prize, each year inspired by his 
different thoughts and quotes. 
 

AAO bestows Life Achievement honour to Dr Santosh 
G Honavar 
Dr Santosh G Honavar, India’s ophthalmologist is 
conferred with the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology’s (AAO) highest award Life Achievement 
honour that is given to its members. He is the first Indian 
chosen for the honour. 
 

Amitabh Bachchan honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award 
Veteran actor Amitabh Bachchan was presented the 
Dadasaheb Phalke award by President Ram Nath Kovind 
at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

 
 
 

 

Namibia's President secures second term despite 
recession, corruption scandal 
Namibia’s President Hage Geingob has won the country's 
Presidential elections securing a second term. 
 

EU Commission begins new term under von der 
Leyen  
Ursula von der Leyen is the first woman to hold the EU's 
top job as President of the European Commission, which 
has officially begun its new five-year term.  
 

Malta PM Joseph Muscat to resign 
Maltese Prime Minister Joseph Muscat said he will resign 
next month amid growing calls for his departure over the 
scandal surrounding the murder of prominent  
anti-corruption journalist. 
 

National Assembly Elects Mr Prithvirajsing Roopun 
As President of the Republic of Mauritius 
 The National Assembly unanimously elected Mr 
Prithvirajsing Roopun, as President of the Republic of 
Mauritius.  
 

Shanmuga Subramanian first to spot debris from 
Chandrayaan-2 lander, says NASA  
The United States premier space agency, NASA, has 
credited Shanmuga Subramanian (Shan), a mechanical 
engineer and a computer programmer from Chennai, for 
helping it find ISRO's Vikram Moon lander debris on the 
lunar surface. 
 

Larry Page, Sergey Brin step down; Sundar Pichai 
promoted as Alphabet CEO 
Google co-founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin have 
announced that they are stepping down from the 
leadership role of the parent company Alphabet. Google 
CEO Indian-American Sundar Pichai will be assuming the 
role of Alphabet CEO. 
 

Indian-origin Congressman likely to lead Asia panel  
Indian American Congressman Ami Bera likely to take 
over a crucial Foreign Affairs subcommittee on Asia, the 
Pacific and Non-proliferation.  
 

Priyanka Chopra tops IMDb list of Indian celebrities in 
2019 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas tops the list of most sought-after 
Indian celebrities in a survey conducted by IMDb. 
 

Priyanka Chopra is followed by Disha Patani on the 
second spot, followed by Hrithik Roshan, Kiara Advani, 
Akshay Kumar. 
 

Finland elects Sanna Marin, the youngest-ever Prime 
Minister 
Finland's Social Democrats have elected a 34-year-old 
former transport minister Sanna Marin to the post of the 
prime minister, making her the youngest head of 
government in the country's history. 
 

South Africa's Zozibini Tunzi crowned Miss Universe 
2019  
South Africa's Zozibini Tunzi has been crowned Miss 
Universe for the year 2019, beating more than  
90 contestants.  
 

US Man Who Inspired "Ice Bucket Challenge" Dies  
At 34  
A former US college baseball player Pete Frate who 
helped inspire the global phenomenon known as the "ice 
bucket challenge" to tackle a deadly neurodegenerative 
disease has died at the age of 34.  
 

Algeria: Court jailed two former PMs for corruption 
cases 
In Algeria, a court jailed two former Prime Ministers for 
corruption. Ahmed Ouyahia, who was Prime Minister for 
four times, received a 15-year jail sentence and 
Abdelmalek Sellal, who was twice premier, was jailed for 
12 years.  
 

Inventor of the bar code, George Laurer passed away 
at the age of 94 
George Laurer, the US engineer who helped develop the 
barcode, has died at the age of 94.  
 

Greta Thunberg is Time's 2019 Person of the Year 
reta Thunberg, a Swedish teenager who became a global 
conscience for climate change and environmental 
activism, has been named Time magazine’s Person of the 
Year for 2019. 
 

Hafiz Saeed indicted on terror financing charges 
Mastermind of Mumbai terror attack and Chief of the 
banned Jammat-ud-Dawah (JuD), Hafiz Saeed was 
indicted on terror financing charges by an Anti-Terrorism 
Court in Lahore.  
 

Nirmala Sitharaman 34th among world’s 100 most 
powerful women: Forbes 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has been ranked  
34th by Forbes in ‘The World’s 100 Most Powerful Women’. 
 

The Forbes 2019 list of ‘The World’s 100 Most Powerful 
Women’ has been topped by German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. 
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Pakistan: Pervez Musharraf sentenced to death for 
high treason 
Pakistan's former dictator Pervez Musharraf was 
sentenced to death in a case of treason for subverting the 
Constitution. This is the first time in Pakistan's history that 
a military chief has been declared guilty of high treason 
and handed the death sentence. 
 

Virat Kohli, Akshay, Salman Khan top Forbes India's 
2019 Celebrity 100 list 
With Rs 252.72 crore in annual earnings, India’s ace 
cricketer Virat Kohli has become the first sportsman to 
gain the top spot in the Forbes India list since its inception. 
Actor Salman Khan, who ruled at the top for the previous 
three years, slipped down to the third position in 2019. 
 

Akshay Kumar is second in the list.  
 

Cuba names Manuel Marrero Cruz to be first PM since 
1976 
In Cuba, President has appointed Manuel Marrero Cruz 
as the country’s first prime minister in more than 40 years. 
 

Indian-American Dr Monisha Ghosh named  
1st woman CTO at FCC in US 
Indian-American Dr Monisha Ghosh has been appointed 
as the first woman Chief Technology Officer at the  
US government's powerful Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC). 
 

Sudan opens probe into crimes committed in Darfur 
region under former President Omar al-Bashir 
Sudan has opened an investigation into crimes committed 
in the Darfur region under former President Omar  
al-Bashir. 
 

Afghanistan election: President Ghani on course for 
second term 
Afghanistan's President Ashraf Ghani is on course for a 
second five-year term after preliminary results showed 
him winning 50.64 percent of the votes in the September 
28 elections. 
 

Indian-American Dr Monisha Ghosh named  
1st woman Chief Technology Officer of US' 
communications commission 
Indian-American Dr Monisha Ghosh has been appointed 
as the first woman Chief Technology Officer at the  
US government's powerful Federal Communications 
Commission. 
 

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu declares victory in 
Likud party leadership race 
Embattled Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
declared victory in a leadership primary in his right-wing 
Likud party.  
 

 
 
 
David Warner hits triple century against Pakistan 
Australian opener David Warner hit a rare triple century 
during the second Test against Pakistan in Adelaide. 
Warner finished unbeaten on 335. 
 

Australian Steve Smith becomes fastest Cricketer to 
reach 7,000 Test runs 
Steve Smith became the fastest cricketer to score 7,000 
Test runs, shattering a record that had stood since 1946. 
 

Syed Modi International: Sourabh Verma loses to 
Wang Tzu Wei in men's singles final 
Indian shuttler Sourabh Verma's impressive run at the 
Syed Modi International tournament came to an end after 

he lost in straight games to Chinese Taipei's Wang Tzu 
Wei in the men's singles final in Lucknow. 
 

Gurpreet Singh, Sunil Kumar clinch gold medals in 
Senior National C'ships 
Gurpreet Singh and Sunil Kumar clinched gold medals on 
the final day of the senior national wrestling 
championships in Jalandhar. 
 

Karnataka beat Tamil Nadu in last-ball thriller to win 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy Final 
Karnataka won the Syed Mushtaq Ali trophy final 2019 for 
the second year running after beating Tamil Nadu in a 
last-ball thriller at the Lalabhai Contractor Stadium, Surat.  
 

Priyam Garg to lead India at ICC U-19 World Cup 2020  
Uttar Pradesh batsman Priyam Garg will lead defending 
champions India in next year's Under-19 ICC Cricket 
World Cup to be held in South Africa.   
 

Williamson, Taylor's centuries help New Zealand tie 
Test, win series against England 
Centuries from Kane Williamson and Ross Taylor ensured 
New Zealand drew the rain-hit second Test against 
England in Hamilton, sealing a 1-0 series win. 
 

Boxing: Joshua reclaims his world heavyweight 
crown from Andy Ruiz 
Britain's Anthony Joshua has reclaimed his world 
heavyweight crown from Andy Ruiz, outclassing the 
Mexican-American to score a unanimous points victory.  
 

Messi overtakes Ronaldo with most La Liga hat-tricks  
Lionel Messi has claimed Cristiano Ronaldo's record for 
the most hat-tricks in La Liga history. Messi made it  
35 hat-tricks in La Liga with his treble against Real 
Mallorca to move one ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo.  
 

Manav Thakkar won 2019 ITTF Challenge Series U-21 
title held in Canada 
Indian paddler Manav Thakkar has become the first Indian 
since 2017 to win an U-21 men’s singles title when he 
lifted the crown at the ITTF Challenge Plus Benemax-
Virgo North American Open in Markham, Canada. 
 

Saurabh, Elavenil and Divyansh receive Golden 
Target award from ISSF  
Indian shooters Elavenil Valarivan, Saurabh Chaudhary 
and Divyansh Singh Panwar, who finished the season as 
No.1 in their respective events in rifle and pistol, were 
presented the Golden Target award by the International 
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF). 
 

WADA bans Russia from international sporting 
events for four years 
The World Anti-Doping Agency, WADA, was banned 
Russia for four years, from participation in global sporting 
events.  
 

Wasim Jaffer from Maharashtra becomes the first 
Indian Cricketer to play 150 Ranji Matches 
Veteran opener Wasim Jaffer has become the first player 
in Indian cricket to feature in 150 Ranji matches.  
 

India’s R. Praggnanandhaa wins London Chess 
Classic 
R. Praggnanandhaa from India has won the FIDE Open 
category of the London Chess Classic held in London.  
 

3rd T20I: India beat West Indies by 67 runs 
India beat West Indies by 67 runs to win the third and final 
T20 International at Wankhede Stadium. With this victory, 
India won the three-match series by 2-1. 
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FICCI India Sports Awards 2019: Rani Rampal Wins 
Female Sportsperson Of The Year 
Indian women's hockey team captain Rani Rampal and 
ace pistol shooter Saurabh Chaudhary won the Sports 
Person of the Year awards at the FICCI India Sports 
Awards 2019. 
 

Rohit Sharma becomes brand ambassador of La Liga 
in India 
The top tier of Spanish club football “La Liga” has 
announced cricketer Rohit Sharma as its brand 
ambassador in India. Rohit Sharma is the first non-
footballer in the 90 year-old history of the league to have 
become a brand ambassador. 
 

Smriti Mandhana in ICC's ODI and T20 team of the year 
India opener Smriti Mandhana has been named in both 
the International Cricket Council's ODI and T20 teams of 
the year, capping off a memorable season. 
 

Australia's Alyssa Healy was chosen as the T20 cricketer 
of the year. 
 

The ODI cricketer of the year honour went to Australia's 
Ellyse Perry.  
 

West Indies' legend batsman Basil Butcher passes 
away 
Basil Butcher, the stylish former West Indies batsman, 
has died at the age of 86. A prolific scorer, Butcher 
amassed 3103 runs in 44 Tests at an average of 43.11.  
 

Deepak Punia Named World's Best Junior Freestyle 
Wrestler of the Year 
World Championships silver medallist Deepak Punia has 
been named the 'Junior Freestyle Wrestler of the Year by 
United World Wrestling (UWW). 
 

FIFA rankings: India static at 108 
The Indian men's football team remained static at 108th 
spot in the year-ending FIFA rankings issued. 
 

Pat Cummins becomes most expensive overseas IPL 
player 
Pat Cummins, with a base price of two crore rupees, 
became the most expensive overseas buy as he was sold 
to Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) for a whopping 15.50 crore 
rupees. 
 

Zeena Khitta wins women's national 10m Air Rifle 
Zeena Khitta stunned West Bengal's Mehuli Ghosh and 
World No.3 Apurvi Chandela to emerge as the new 
national champion in the Women's 10 metres Air Rifle. 
 

Sweden beats India 4-0 to win U-17 tournament final 
Sweden wins tri-nation series beating India 4-0 in the final 
of Under-17 tournament in Mumbai. Sweden scored three 
goals before half time.  
 

Mirabai Chanu bags Gold in 6th Qatar International 
Cup in Doha 
Former world champion, weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai 
Chanu won the women's 49kg category gold medal to 
open India's account at the 6th Qatar International Cup in 
Doha. 
 

Abhinav Lohan wins Bengaluru Open Golf Championship 
Abhinav Lohan lifted PGTI title securing a narrow one-
shot triumph at the Bengaluru Open golf championship. 
 

ICC extends partnership with UNICEF for 2020 
Women's T20 World Cup 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced it 
has extended its partnership with UNICEF through to the 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup 2020 with the focus on 
empowering women and girls through cricket. 

India beat West Indies by four wickets in 3rd ODI; 
clinch series 2-1 
Virat Kohli starred with the bat as India defeated West 
Indies by four wickets in the third and final ODI of the 
three-match series at Barabati Stadium in Cuttack. With 
this win, India won the series 2-1.  
 

Maisnam Meiraba Luwang wins Bangladesh Junior 
International Badminton Series 
India's shuttler Maisnam Meiraba Luwang has won the 
Men's singles Bangladesh Junior International Badminton 
Series 2019 in Dhaka. 
 

Pakistan wins first Test at home in 10 years with 
victory over Sri Lanka 
Pakistan celebrated the return of Test cricket for the first 
time in over 10 years with a convincing 263-run win over 
Sri Lanka in the second Test in Karachi, taking the series 
1-0. 
 

Indian weightlifter Rakhi creates two new national 
records 
Indian woman weightlifter Rakhi Haldar (64kg) won a 
bronze medal at the Qatar International Cup along with 
creating two new national records. 
 

Ahmedabad Gets Provisional Clearance to Host FIFA 
U-17 Women's World Cup India 2020 Games 
Ahmedabad has been cleared as a provisional venue for 
FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2020 by the Local 
Organising Committee (LOC). The World Cup is set to 
take place in the country next year from November 2-21. 
 
 

Kohli and Dhoni named captains of Cricket Australia 
Test, ODI teams of decade 
MS Dhoni has been named the captain of the ODI Team 
of the Decade compiled by the Cricket Australia. 3 Indians 
are part of the 11-man team.  Apart from MS Dhoni, India 
captain Virat Kohli and opener Rohit Sharma also found a 
place in the ODI team of the decade. 
 

Virat Kohli is the only Indian cricketer to have found a spot 
in Cricket Australia's Test team of the decade. 
 

Leander Paes to retire from Tennis in 2020 
Indian tennis ace Leander Paes has announced that 2020 
will be his last year as a professional tennis player. The 
46-year old will bid adieu to the sport after next season.  
 

India may host Commonwealth Shooting 
Championships in 2022 
Chances of India hosting a Commonwealth Shooting 
Championship in 2022 have brightened after the 
Commonwealth Games Federation asked Indian Olympic 
Association to submit a formal proposal for its 
consideration. 
 

Virat Kohli, MS Dhoni Feature In Wisden Teams Of 
The Decade  
India skipper Virat Kohli has been named captain of the 
Wisden Test team of the decade. The list which features 
many ace cricketers of the world, includes ace off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin as the only other Indian. 
 

Meanwhile, in the Wisden ODI team of the decade, Kohli, 
opener Rohit Sharma and former India skipper MS Dhoni 
have made the cut. 
 

Virat Kohli named in Wisden cricketers of the decade 
list 
Indian skipper Virat Kohli has been named in the 
Cricketers of the decade list alongside four others by the 
Wisden Cricketers' Almanac. Apart from Kohli, South 
African duo of Dale Steyn and AB de Villiers, Australia's 
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Steve Smith and women's all-rounder Ellyse Perry also 
found a place in the list of five cricketers of the decade. 
 

Australia thrash New Zealand by 247 runs in 2nd Test, 
win series 
Australia thrashed New Zealand by 247 runs to win the 
second Test and the series at Melbourne.  
 

Udayan Mane sets new PGTI record; bags TATA Steel 
Tour C’ship title 
Udayan Mane produced a flawless seven-under 65 on the 
final day to claim a thrilling one-shot win at the season-
ending TATA Steel Tour Championship in Jamshedpur. 
 

6500 athletes from 37 teams to take part in 3rd Khelo 
India youth games 
6500 athletes from 37 teams will take part in the 3rd Khelo 
India youth games in Guwahati beginning from 10th of 
January.  
 

IOA withdraws boycott call for 2022 Commonwealth 
Games 
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has withdrawn its threat 
to boycott the 2022 Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham over Shooting's exclusion. It also announced 
that the country will bid to host either the 2026 or the  
2030 edition. 
 
Bob Willis, England cricket legend, dies aged 70 
The former England cricket captain Bob Willis has died at 
the age of 70.  
 

The Ashes legend and fast-paced bowler played 90 Test 
matches for England between 1971 and 1984 and took 
325 wickets. 
 

 
 
 
 
1 December: World AIDS Day 
World AIDS Day was observed on 1 December 2019, to 
raise public awareness about Acquired Immuno 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  
 

UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2019 
United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) 
Emissions Gap Report-2019 warns that the Earth’s 
average temperature may rise by 3.2 degrees Celsius by 
2021.  
 

UN Climate Change Conference to be held in Spain 
from Dec 2 – 13 
UN Climate Change Conference, known as COP25 gets 
underway in the Spanish capital, Madrid, under the 
Presidency of Chile from 2-13 December 2019. 
 

Global Migration Film Festival organised in Dhaka 
The Global Migration Film Festival (GMFF) was organised 
in Dhaka on December 2.  
 

12 Indian observers to monitor Uzbekistan polls  
Twelve Indian observers, including from the Chief Election 
Commissioner's office, will monitor the Uzbekistan polls 
scheduled to be held later this month.  
 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
observed on 3 December 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (December 
3) is an international observance promoted by the United 
Nations since 1992.  
 

World’s lowest dose-volume Rotavirus vaccine launched 
An Indian vaccine manufacturer Bharat Biotech has rolled 
out the world’s lowest dose-volume rotavirus vaccine.  

The vaccine was made available in the private markets of 
the country.  
 

India reports 2.6 m fewer malaria cases in 2018  
According to the World Malaria Report 2019, the two high-
burden-to-high-impact (HBHI) countries that achieved a 
significant reduction in malaria cases in 2018, as 
compared with the previous year, were India (2.6 million 
fewer cases) and Uganda (1.5 million fewer cases). 
 

Australian bushfires cause unprecedented pollution 
in Sydney 
Australian bushfires have caused unprecedented 
pollution in Sydney and along the country's east coast. 
 

International Civil Aviation Day – December 7 
The International Civil Aviation Day is observed every 
year on 7 December. 
 

Worldwide arms sales rise by nearly 5% in 2018 
According to a new report by the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the worldwide arms 
sales rose by nearly five per cent in 2018. The market is 
dominated by the United States. 
 

Incredible India Road Show to be held in Singapore 
The Incredible India Road Show will be held in Singapore 
positioning the country as a preferred destination for 
tourists.   
 

Abu Dhabi selected as world’s leading sports tourism 
destination 
Abu Dhabi has been selected as the world’s leading 
Sports tourism Destination at the 26th edition of the World 
Travel Awards (WTA) being held in Muscat.  
 

UAE, US joint military exercise 'Iron Union 
12'commences 
'Iron Union 12', a joint military exercise between the 
ground forces of the UAE and the United States, have 
commenced.  
 

India moves from 130 to 129 in human development 
index: UNDP report  
India climbed one spot to 129 among 189 countries in the 
2019 human development index, according to a report by 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).    
 

Despite lifting 271 million people out of poverty between 
2005-15, India still remains home to 28 per cent(364 
million) of the world’s poor. 
 

US, Saudi rank bottom of climate class: report 
The United States and Saudi Arabia are among major 
polluters showing "hardly any signs" of reducing their 
greenhouse gas production, a global assessment of 
countries' emissions trajectories said at the United 
Nations climate talks. 
 

World’s First Electronic Flight takes off from Canada 
The first fully electronic flight in the world completed its 
test flight successfully. The flight is to operate from 
Vancouver, Canada to the near by islands. 
 

73 Countries join Climate Ambition Alliance at COP25 
Around 73 countries have joined the Climate Ambition 
Alliance (CAA) at the COP25. The alliance is led by Chile 
and was launched at the Climate Action Summit, New 
York in 2019. 
 

Poland out of EU’s Climate Neutrality 2050 plan 
Poland left 2050 Climate Neutrality Agreement of 
European Union as the Union demanded for more funds 
to support nuclear power and for economic transition. 
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Nuad Thai massage included in UNESCO heritage list 
Thailand’s famous 2000-year-old massage, Nuad Thai 
was added to UNESCO’s (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) prestigious heritage 
list. 
 

14 December: National Energy Conservation Day 
The National Energy Conservation Day is celebrated 
every year on 14 December. 
 

India Slips In Global Gender Gap Index To 112th 
Position 
India has been ranked 112th in the World Economic 
Forum's Global Gender Gap Index 2020, out of the  
153 countries across the world. 
 

Iceland is the most gender-equal country in the world for 
the 11th time in a row. 
 

Private sector steps up for refugees as Global 
Refugee Forum opens in Geneva 
The expanding and crucial role of the private sector in 
mobilizing resources to support refugees was 
demonstrated as the Global Refugee Forum began in 
Geneva.   
 

Scientists find the deepest land canyon on Earth 
under the Antarctic ice sheet 
A new study shows the lowest point on continental Earth 
has been discovered in Eastern Antarctica, tucked away 
under the Denman Glacier. The deepest land canyon on 
Earth plunges 3.5 km below sea level and is roughly  
20 km wide.  
 

International Migrant Day observed on December 18 
The International Migrants Day is observed on December 
18 by the United Nations since 1990 in order to protect the 
rights of the migrants. 
 

A star and its planet get Indian names after a global 
contest 
Ayellow-white star around 340 light years away from the 
solar system listed in star catalogues as HD 86081 will 
henceforth be named Bibha, after the 20th century Indian 
woman physicist Bibha Chowdhuri. 
 

India is world’s third largest producer of scientific 
articles: US Report 
With over 1.35 lakh scientific papers published, India has 
become the world's third largest publisher of science and 
engineering articles. 
 

China, which accounts for 20.67 per cent of all global 
publications in scientific articles, is at the top position, 
followed by the US at 16.54 per cent. 
 

Ethiopia launches its first satellite 
Ethiopia has launched its first satellite Ethiopian Remote 
Sensing Satellite (ETRSS), a landmark achievement for 
the country's space programme. 
 

Bill introduced in US House to promote Gandhi's 
legacy 
America's legendary Civil Rights leader Congressman 
John Lewishas introduced a bill in the House of 
Representatives to promote the legacy of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. The bill also sought a 
budgetary allocation of 150 million dollars for the next five 
years.  
 

Evidence of world’s oldest forest unearthed in 
upstate New York 
Scientists have discovered the remnants of the world's 
oldest fossil forest -- an extensive network of trees around 
386 million years old -- in a sandstone quarry in the US. 
 

CBERS-4A: New China-Brazil earth resource satellite 
launched into space 
The China-Brazil Earth Resource Satellite-4A (CBERS-
4A), a new satellite jointly developed by China and Brazil 
as part of a bilateral programme, was recently sent into 
space, thus further pushes forward the aerospace 
cooperation between two countries.  
 

Eight West African nations rename common currency 
to Eco 
Eight West African countries have agreed to change the 
name of their common currency to Eco and severed their 
earlier currency CFA Franc's links to former colonial ruler 
France. 
 

West African countries to rename CFA franc to cut 
some ties with 'colonial relic' 
Eight West African countries have agreed to change the 
name of their common currency to ‘’Eco’’ and severed the 
CFA franc's links to former colonial ruler France. 
 

Typhoon Phanfone batters the Philippines 
Typhoon Phanfone, also known as Ursula, has battered 
the central Philippines. Thousands of people have been 
left stranded, as ferries and flights were cancelled. 
 

Pakistan to import polio markers from India 
The Federal Cabinet of Pakistan has decided to import 
polio markers from India in a bid to reduce the price of 
medicines. 
 

Russia inducts first Avangard hypersonic missiles 
into service 
Russia has inducted first Avangard hypersonic missiles 
into service. This missile is highly manoeuvrable and 
reached the speed of Mach 27, or roughly 33,000 
kilometres (20,500 miles) per hour, during tests.  
 

UN increases budget; includes funds for war crime 
probes 
The United Nations has adopted 3.07 billion USD budget. 
The organization for the first time included investigation of 
war crimes in Myanmar and Syria in its fund allocation. 
 

UAE extends 300 million US dollars of development 
aid to Jordan 
The Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) has 
announced that it is providing 300 million US dollars as 
development aid to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
 

Cyclone Sarai: 2,000 people took refuge in emergency 
shelters in Fiji 
In Fiji, nearly 2,000 people took refuge in emergency 
shelters after being swept away in floodwaters as Tropical 
Cyclone Sarai pounded the country.  
 

Year 2019 was hottest ever registered in Russia 
Year 2019 was the hottest ever registered in Russia, as 
climate change pushes global temperatures to record 
highs. Moscow's average temperature for 2019 had hit  
7.6 to 7.7 degrees Celsius, beating the previous record by 
0.3 degrees.  

 


