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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (FEBRUARY 2020) 
 
 
 
 
Britain officially leaves European Union 
The UK has officially left the European Union 
membership, more than three years after the referendum 
in favour of Brexit. 
 

Maldives rejoins Commonwealth after evidence of 
reforms 
Maldives has rejoined the Commonwealth, bringing the 
total number of nations in the global organisation to 54.  
 

Arab League rejects US Prez Trump’s Middle East 
plan 
The Arab League has rejected US President Donald 
Trump’s Middle East plan, calling it unfair to 
Palestinians.  The Arab League said it does not meet the 
minimum rights and aspirations of Palestinian people and 
violates the reference points of the peace process, the 
international law and the UN resolutions. 
 

361 dead, 17,238 coronavirus cases confirmed in 
China 
China is struggling with the new coronavirus as the total 
of 17,238 cases have been confirmed on the Chinese 
mainland and at least 160 case confirmed in more than 
two dozen countries. Three hundred and sixty one people 
in China and one in Philippines died from the virus. 
 

Frequency of Maitree and Bandhan Express 
increased 
The frequency of the Maitree Express and Bandhan 
Express trains connecting Bangladesh and India has 
been increased.  Maitree Express running between Dhaka 
and Kolkata will now run 5 days a week. Earlier it was 
running 4 days a week.   
 

Romania’s pro-European govt collapses after  
no-confidence vote 
Romania's pro-European government collapsed in a 
parliamentary no-confidence vote after only three months 
in office. A total of 261 of 465 MPs voted in favour of a 
motion against the minority government led by Ludovic 
Orban, which took over in November, 2019.  
 

WHO calls for USD 675m in donations to fight novel 
coronavirus 
The World Health Organization has called for 675 million 
US dollar in donations for a plan to fight the novel 
coronavirus, mainly through investment in countries 
considered particularly "at risk". 
 

Covid-2019 is official name for disease caused by new 
coronavirus says WHO 
The World Health Organization (WHO) says the official 
name for the disease caused by the new coronavirus is 
Covid-2019. 
 

Sri Lanka to withdraw from co-sponsorship of UNHRC 
resolution 30/1 
Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa has 
confirmed that his government has decided to withdraw 
from the co-sponsorship of UNHRC resolution 30/1 which 
called for addressing war crimes and reconciliation efforts 
with minorities.  
 

Huge locust outbreak in East Africa reaches South 
Sudan 
The worst locust outbreak that parts of East Africa have 
seen in 70 years has reached South Sudan. In South 

Sudan, roughly half of the population is already facing 
hunger after years of civil war.  
 

UK announces new points-based visa system 
UK Home Secretary, Priti Patel has announced the launch 
of Britain's new points-based visa system. The new 
system will come into force from January 1, 2021, at the 
end of the transition period after UK's exit from the 
European Union (EU) last month. 
 

South Sudan president, rebel leader agrees to form 
unity government 
South Sudan President Salva Kiir and rebel leader  
Riek Machar have agreed to form a unity government, a 
long-delayed step towards ending six years of war that 
has killed hundreds of thousands of people. 
 

Conservatives claim victory in Iranian Parliamentary 
elections 
In Iran, conservatives have claimed victory in a general 
election marked by the lowest turnout since the  
1979 Islamic Revolution.  
 

Sri Lanka formally informs UNHRC its withdrawal 
from co-sponsoring UNHRC resolution on war crimes 
Sri Lankan government formally informed the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) its decision to withdraw from  
co-sponsoring the resolution on addressing of war crimes 
and accountability issues.   
 

Ruling party retains absolute majority in Cameroon's 
parliament 
President Paul Biya's party has retained an absolute 
majority in Cameroon's parliament. Biya's Cameroon 
People's Democratic Movement has won 139 out of 167 
declared seats on moderate turnout of almost 46 per cent.   
 

Sri Lankan govt not to sign MCC with US 
Sri Lankan Government has decided not to sign the 
Millennium Challenge Cooperation (MCC) with the US 
Government.   
 
 
 
 

Defence Ministers of nearly 40 countries to participate 
in Defence Expo 2020 in Lucknow 
Defence Ministers of nearly 40 countries will participate in 
the biennial Defence Expo 2020 which begins in Lucknow. 
 

India bans exports of all kinds of personal protection 
equipment 
India has banned exports of all kinds of personal 
protection equipment, including clothing and masks used 
to protect people from air borne particles. 
 

11th edition of DefExpo 2020 to begin on February 5 
in Lucknow 
The 11th edition of the biennial mega defence exhibition, 
DefExpo 2020, will kick start on February 5 at Lucknow in 
Uttar Pradesh. 
 

Ninth edition of India-Bangladesh joint military 
exercise begins in Meghalaya 
The ninth edition of Indo-Bangladesh Joint Military 
Exercise SAMPRITI-IX commenced at Umroi, Meghalaya. 
 

SC directs states to issue notification for establishing 
'Gram Nyayalayas' within four weeks 
The Supreme Court of India has directed the states, which 
are yet come out with notifications for establishing Gram 
Nyayalayas, to do so within four weeks. 
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Union govt sets target of 30km of highways a day in 
current fiscal 
The Union Government has set the target for construction 
of highways about 30 kilometres per day in the current 
fiscal. 
 

The average construction of Highways is 25.23 kilometres 
per day till December in 2019-20. 
 

Kerala govt declares coronavirus outbreak as state 
disaster 
Kerala government has declared the coronavirus 
outbreak a 'state disaster' following three confirmed cases 
of the deadly infection in the state. 
 

DST launches SATHI Initiative for building shared, 
professionally managed strong S&T infrastructure 
The Department of Science and Technology has 
launched the SATHI initiative, Sophisticated Analytical & 
Technical Help Institutes.   
 

SATHI centres are state-of-the-art, professionally 
managed science and technology infrastructure facilities 
which will house major analytical instruments with the 
primary objective of extending help to the academic 
institutes in the neighbouring regions. 
 

HAL to make advanced armed UAVs with Israeli Co 
In a first, advanced Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicles 
(UCAVs) will be manufactured in India, with leading 
aeronautical entity Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) set 
to formalise a partnership with an Israeli firm that 
specializes in autonomous weaponry. 
 

Hollywood Legend Kirk Douglas Dies At 103 
US silver screen legend Kirk Douglas, the son of Jewish 
Russian immigrants who rose through the ranks to 
become one of Hollywood's biggest-ever stars, has died.  
 

Trust formed for Ram temple construction: PM 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has told the Lok Sabha that 
the Union Cabinet had approved a scheme for the 
construction of a grand Ram temple in Ayodhya by setting 
up an autonomous trust, the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra, to take forward the process as per the Supreme 
Court’s orders. 
 

Cabinet approves to confer the status of Institution of 
National Importance to five IIITs 
The Union Cabinet gave its approval to confer the status 
of Institution of National Importance to five Indian 
Institutes of Information Technology, IIITs. The Five IIITs 
in PPP mode at Surat, Bhopal, Bhagalpur, Agartala and 
Raichur. 
 

Cabinet gives in principle approval to set up a new 
major port in Maharashtra 
The Union Cabinet has given in principle approval to set 
up a new major port at Vadhavan near Dahanu in 
Maharashtra. The total cost of the project is likely to be 
over 65 thousand crore rupees.  
 

National Conference on E-Governance held in 
Mumbai 
The 23rd National Conference on E-Governance was held 
in Mumbai to transform governance using digital 
technologies. The conference adopted Mumbai 
Declaration. 
 

India-UK sign MoU to strengthen Defence and 
Aerospace Relations 
The Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers (SIDM) and 
UK India Business Council (UKIBC) signed Memorandum 
of Understanding to bring upon closer defence ties 

between the countries. The agreement was signed at 
DefExpo that is being held in Lucknow. 
 

India International Seafood Show held in Kochi 
The Marine Products Export Development Authority 
Organized International Sea Food Show in Kochi. Around 
5,000 delegates participated in the show. 
 

Hyderabad Metro Rail becomes second largest metro 
network in India 
With the launch of another 11-km stretch, Hyderabad 
Metro Rail has become the second largest metro rail 
network in the country after Delhi. 
 

Best Performing Smart Cities paired up with least 
performing to work as SISTER CITIES 
The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has 
paired up 20 best performing smart cities with least 
performing cities. They will work as “sister cities”. 
 

Sharang artillery Gun inducted into Indian Army 
The Sharang Artillery Gun is to be inducted into Indian 
Army. The artillery guns are currently produced at the 
Kanpur ordnance factory. 
 

14 MoUs signed at 5th India-Russia Industrial 
Conference 
India and Russia signed 14 Memorandum of 
Understandings at the India-Russia Industrial Conference 
held at DefExpo 2020, Lucknow. 
 

MPEDA to upgrade 25 fishing harbours in India 
The Marine Products Export Development Authority 
(MPEDA) will modernize 25 fishing harbours in India. 
 

Prakash Javadekar Releases First Look of APJ Abdul 
Kalam Biopic 
Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has unveiled the first look of biopic on former 
president A P J Abdul Kalam. The film, titled APJ Abdul 
Kalam: The Missile Man, is a joint venture between 
Hollywood and Telugu film industry and will release by the 
end of 2020.   
 

India to host 13th COP of UN’s Conservation of 
Migratory Species 
The 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the Convention 
on Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals is 
to be held in India between February 17, 2020 and 
February 22, 2020. 
 

Cauvery Delta of Tamil Nadu declared Protected 
Agricultural Zone 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu announced that Cauvery 
Delta is to be declared as Protected Special Agricultural 
Zone. 
 

Tripura organises its 1st-ever “Hornbill Festival” 
The 1st-ever Hornbill festival of Tripura was celebrated in 
Agartala. The aim to conserve the striking forest bird 
“Hornbill” and to boost the livelihood of the people through 
tourism.  
 

US approves sale of Integrated Air Defence Weapon 
System to India 
The US has approved the sale of an Integrated Air 
Defence Weapon System (IADWS) to India for an 
estimated cost of $1.9 billion to modernise its armed 
forces. 
 

Aam Aadmi Party returns to power for  
3rd consecutive term in Delhi 
Aam Aadmi Party has come back to power in Delhi for the 
third term, winning Assembly elections with a thumping 
majority of 62 out of 70 assembly seats.  
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SPG only secures PM, CRPF covers 56 VIPs: Govt 
The Special Protection Group (SPG) only has the prime 
minister under its cover while the CRPF secures  
56 important people in the country, the government 
informed Parliament. 
 

India-Iceland MoU in Sustainable Fisheries 
Development 
The Union Cabinet approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding signed between India and Iceland in the 
field of fisheries. 
 

Dharmendra Rai’s book “The Thin Mind Map Book” 
launched 
“The Thin Mind Map Book” authored by a mind mapping 
& brain literacy pioneer Dharmendra Rai, was launched. 
 

New bullet proof jacket developed by BARC-to be 
used by CISF 
The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre developed a new 
bullet proof jacket called Bhabha Kavach. The jackets are 
to be used by the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF). 
 

Medical Devices now to be regulated under Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced that 
medical devices are to be brought under Drugs and 
Cosmetics act (DCA). This is to come into effect from April 
1, 2020. 
 

Disaster Management Exercise of BIMSTEC NDRF 
begins in Bhubaneswar 
The National Disaster Response Force of Government of 
India is to host the second BIMSTEC Disaster 
Management Exercise-2020 (BIMSTEC DMEx-2020). 
The exercise is held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 
 

India includes elephant, bustard in global 
conservation list 
India will be moving to include the Asian Elephant and the 
Great Indian Bustard in the list of species that merit 
heightened conservation measures. 
 

National Water Conference in Madhya Pradesh 
The Madhya Pradesh capital Bhopal hosted the National 
Water Conference. The Conference was inaugurated by 
Chief Minister Kamal Nath.  
 

Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra in New Delhi renamed as 
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan 
The Union Government has decided to rename Pravasi 
Bhartiya Kendra in New Delhi as Sushma Swaraj Bhawan 
and Foreign Service Institute in the national capital as 
Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service. 
 

Govt launches school health programme under 
Ayushman Bharat 
The Union Government launched a School Health 
Programme under Ayushman Bharat-Health & Wellness 
Centres that will teach skills ranging from emotional 
wellbeing, mental health, interpersonal relationships to 
values and maintaining healthy lifestyle.  
 

National Women’s Day observed on February 13, 2020 
To commemorate the birth anniversary of independence 
activist Sarojini Naidu, February 13th is observed as 
National Women’s day every year in India. 
 

Shri Nitin Gadkari Flags off Apiary on Wheels 
‘Apiary on Wheels’, a unique concept designed by KVIC 
for the easy upkeep and migration of Bee Boxes having 
live Bee colonies, was flagged off by the Union Minister of 
MSME Shri Nitin Gadkari in Delhi. 
 

Shri Amit Shah inaugurates two-day BIMSTEC 
'Conference on Combating Drug Trafficking', in New 
Delhi  
The Union Minister for Home Affairs, Shri Amit Shah 
inaugurated the two-day BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation) 'Conference on Combating Drug 
Trafficking', in New Delhi. 
 

Gandhinagar railway station to be 1st in India with  
5-star hotel above tracks 
 In a first of its kind in India, the Indian Railways is going 
to build a five-star hotel above the Gandhinagar railway 
track.  
 

SC refuses to extend BS-IV deadline 
The Supreme Court of India has refused to entertain a 
plea by automobile dealers for permission to sell and 
register vehicles following the Bharat Stage-IV standard 
emission norms beyond April 1, 2020.  
 

Milan 2020: Biggest Multilateral Naval Exercise in the 
Indian Ocean Region 
Indian Navy is preparing itself for the biggest multilateral 
naval exercise named “MILAN 2020” to be conducted in 
the Indian Ocean Region. The Exercise is to be conduct 
under the theme: “Synergy across the Seas”. 
 

First Integrated Tri-Service Command to be set up in 
June by the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) 
The Chief of Defence Staff Bipin Rawat aims to set up an 
integrated tri-service command for the first time by June 
2020. This command will be headed by an Air Marshal. 
 

Manipur: Seed sowing festival 'Lui-Ngai-Ni' 
celebrated at Ukhrul 
The Naga tribes of Manipur celebrated it's seed sowing 
festival 'Lui-Ngai-Ni', under the theme "Oneness through 
Culture”. 
 

Govt to host “National Organic Food Festival” in New 
Delhi 
The government will organise an organic food festival for 
women entrepreneurs “National Organic Food Festival” 
from February 21-23 in New Delhi. 
 

India inks 14 MoUs with Russia for defence support, 
spares 
14 MoUs were signed between Indian and Russian 
companies for setting up joint ventures covering a range 
of equipment from modern T-90 tanks to legacy Pechora 
air defence systems. 
 

India, Norway to strengthen bilateral cooperation to 
contain marine pollution 
Union Minister for Environment Forests and Climate 
Change Prakash Javadekar  said that India has initiated 
Ocean dialogue with Norway to address the problem of 
Marine Plastic litter. 
 

SAMPRITI-IX: Indo-Bangladesh joint military exercise 
concludes in Meghalaya 
Armies of India and Bangladesh have participated in a 
joint military exercise SAMPRITI-IX at Umroi, Meghalaya.  
 

Supreme Court orders to grant permanent 
commission to women officers in Army 
In a historic judgment, the Supreme Court has ordered the 
Centre to ensure that women officers are given 
permanent commission (PC) in the Army, while adding 
that the officers will be now eligible for command posting. 
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CDS Gen Bipin Rawat announces plan to create 
Peninsula Command 
Chief of Defence Staff, General Bipin Rawat has said 
there are plans to create a Peninsula Command with 
Navy’s Eastern and Western Command under it.  
 

Three-Day BioAsia Summit 2020 Begins in Telangana 
The 17th edition of three-day BioAsia, Asia’s largest 
Biotechnology and Life Sciences Forum began in 
Telangana, Hyderabad on 17 February 2020.  
It will conclude on 19 February 2020. The theme of the 
three-day 2020 BioAsia is ‘Today for Tomorrow’. 
 

Kothari tipped to be CVC; Julka is CIC 
Retired IAS officer Sanjay Kothari is tipped to be the new 
chief vigilance commissioner (CVC), while former 
information and broadcasting secretary Bimal Julka will be 
the new chief information commissioner (CIC). 
 

Government To Frame Rules, Set Up Authority  
By April To Implement Consumer Protection Act 
The Union government will frame rules and set up an 
authority to implement the new Consumer Protection Act 
by April this year. 
 

Cabinet approves constitution of empowered 
Technology Group 
The Union Cabinet has approved the constitution of an 
empowered Technology Group which will advise the 
Government on priorities and strategies for research on 
emerging technologies across sectors. 
 

Kashi Mahakal Express to begin commercial run from 
Varanasi 
The Kashi Mahakal Express, the third private train of 
IRCTC, will start from February 20. The train service will 
link the three Jyotirlinga - Omkareshwar near Indore, 
Mahakaleshwar, in Ujjain and Kashi Vishwanath in 
Varanasi. 
 

BS-VI Fuel: India To Switch To World’s Cleanest 
Petrol, Diesel From April 1 
India will switch to the world's cleanest petrol and diesel 
from April 1, when it moves to Bharat Stage VI-compliant 
fuel from BS-IV grades now. 
 

Army Chief says roadmap prepared to implement 
SC's judgement to grant permanent commission to 
women officers 
Army Chief General M Naravane has said a roadmap has 
been prepared to implement the Supreme Court's 
judgement to grant permanent commission to women 
officers and asserted that the force does not discriminate 
against any soldier. 
 

Asian Elephant, Great Indian Bustard and Bengal 
Florican classified as “Endangered Migratory 
Species” at CMS COP13 
Asian Elephant, Indian Bustard and Bengal Florican were 
declared as “Endangered Migratory Species” at the CMS 
COP 13. The proposal was accepted by 130 countries. 
 

National Organic Food Festival inaugurated in New 
Delhi 
Ministry of Food Processing and Ministry of Women and 
Child Development jointly inaugurated the National 
Organic Food Festival in New Delhi. The festival aimed at 
strengthening organic food produce in the country. 
 

Maharashtra Government orders to destroy  
“Thai Mangur” fish breeding centres 
The Maharashtra Government ordered to destroy the Thai 
Mangur fish breeding centres. This is mainly because the 
fish is cultivated in unhygienic conditions. 

CSIR tops scientific research institutional ranking 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has 
been ranked first in the Nature Ranking Index-2020. 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, has been 
ranked second. The third place in India is secured by Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR-Mumbai). 
 

Temperature controlled largest Terminal to store 
Agro and Pharma Products launched at Mumbai 
airport 
The Mumbai airport has recently launched the world 
largest temperature-controlled facility to store agro and 
pharma products. The “Export Cold Zone” launched can 
hold more than 700 tonnes of cargo. 
 

The International Judicial Conference was held in 
New Delhi 
The International Judicial Conference was held in New 
Delhi recently. The Theme: Gender Just World” was 
introduced at the conference. 
 

Indian Army is Set to Get New Headquarters  
Defense Minister Shri Rajnath Singh laid the foundation 
stone of the Army Headquarters new building “Thal Sena 
Bhawan” in Delhi Cantonment.  
 

India’s First Floating Jetty and Immigration office was 
inaugurated in Goa 
Union Minister of State for Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya 
inaugurated the country's first floating jetty here and an 
immigration facility at a cruise terminal in Vasco. 
 

Over Rs 50,000 Cr released by centre to farmers under 
PM-KISAN scheme so far 
Centre has released 50,850 crore rupees to farmers 
under the PM-KISAN scheme so far. As on the February 
20th of this month, 8.46 crores farmer families have been 
given the benefits.  
 

Five-day training course on Vessel Search Technique 
begins in Chennai 
A five-day training course on Vessel Search Technique 
being organized by the Indian Coast Guard jointly with the 
Australian Border Force began in Chennai. 
 

Elections for 55 Rajya Sabha seats to be held on 
March 26 
Biennial elections for the 55 Rajya Sabha seats from  
17 states will be held on 26th March. Election Commission 
announced that these seats are falling vacant in April this 
year due to retirement of Rajya Sabha members.  
 

MP becomes first state to launch unified vehicle 
registration card 
Madhya Pradesh has become the first state in the country 
to introduce the unified registration card and the second 
state to launch the unified driving license after Uttar 
Pradesh. 
 

16th Session of the Joint Ministerial Commission 
between India and Australia 
The 16th Session of the Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) 
between India and Australia was convened in New Delhi.  
 

India-UK joint IAF & RAF Exercise Indradhanush 2020 
begins at Air Force Station Hindan 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force (RAF) of 
the UK jointly commenced the 5th edition of Exercise 
Indradhanush at Air Force Station Hindan. The focus of 
this edition of the exercise is ‘Base Defence and Force 
Protection’. Exercise Indradhanush provides a platform 
for the IAF and RAF to share and jointly validate strategies 
and tactics to counter terror threats to their installations. 
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Bihar first NDA state to pass resolution against NRC, 
adopt 2010 NPR 
Bihar assembly passed a resolution not to implement 
NRC in Bihar and that the National Population Register 
(NPR) should be implemented "in its 2010 form" with one 
amendment. 
 

Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar to soon launch 
mobile app ‘Santusht’ for ESIC beneficiaries 
Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar that his ministry will 
soon launch a mobile app ‘Santusht’ with an aim to 
address issues of beneficiaries of Employees State 
Insurance (ESI) scheme.  
 

India and Myanmar to further strengthen bilateral 
relations; 10 agreements signed in various fields 
India and Myanmar have agreed to further strengthen the 
bilateral relations. Both sides signed 10 agreements in 
various fields including infrastructure, energy, 
communication and health.  
 

Govt approves 32 projects in food processing sector 
under PMKSY  
Government has sanctioned 32 projects in the food 
processing sector under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada 
Yojana (PMKSY). The projects are spread across around 17 
states leveraging an investment worth 406 Crore rupees.   
 

Defence Minister inaugurates new Light Combat 
Helicopter Production Hangar at HAL Complex in 
Bengaluru 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the new 
Light Combat Helicopter Production Hangar at Helicopter 
Division in Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) Complex 
at Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
 

Lockheed to deliver six MH-60R copters in 2021 
Lockheed Martin will deliver six MH-60R Multi-Role 
Helicopters (MRH) to the Navy in 2021 and the order 
would be completed by 2025.  
 

BJP received Rs 742 cr in donations in 2018-19, 
Congress got Rs 148 cr: ADR 
The BJP received Rs 742 crore in donations, while the 
Congress got Rs 148 crore, according to submissions 
made by the parties before the Election Commission for 
2018-19 which was compiled by think tank the Association 
of Democratic Reforms. Donations for the BJP increased 
from Rs 437.04 crore during 2017-18 to Rs 742.15 crore 
during 2018-19, a rise of 70 per cent, the ADR said. 
 

India’s first ‘Protein Day’ being observed on 27 February 
Right to Protein, a national-level public health initiative 
has launched India’s first ‘Protein Day’ on 27th February. 
 

Union Food Processing Industries Minister Harsimrat 
Kaur Badal Launched Market Intelligence and Early 
Warning System (MIEWS) 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Union Minister of Food Processing 
Industries, launched the– Market Intelligence and Early 
Warning System (MIEWS) Web Portal for ‘real time 
monitoring’ of prices of tomato, onion and potato (TOP) 
and for simultaneously generating alerts for intervention 
under the terms of the Operation Greens(OG) scheme.  
 

National Science Day being celebrated on 28 Feb 
National science day is celebrated every year on 28 
February.  It is celebrated to commemorate the discovery 
of the Raman Effect. 
 

President gives nod for delimitation in NE States 
President Ram Nath Kovind gave his nod for resuming 
delimitation exercise in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, and Nagaland.  
 

NITI Aayog selects J&K for first pilot project among 
all States and UTs on Sustainable Developmental 
Goals 
NITI Aayog has selected the Union Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir for the first pilot project on Sustained 
Developmental Goals during which the J&K 
administration would get a chance to work with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
 

Indian coast guard off shore patrol vessel ICGS Varad 
commissioned 
The Indian Coast Guard's Offshore Patrol Vessel ICGS 
Varad has been commissioned.  
 

Maharashtra Assembly passes law making Marathi 
language compulsory for all schools 
The Shiv Sena-led Maharashtra government has made 
Marathi compulsory in schools affiliated with all boards 
with a fine of Rs 1 lakh for institutions that fail to comply 
with the directive.  
 

 
 
 
 
Economic Survey 2019-20 projects growth at 6 to  
6.5 per cent for next fiscal 
The Economic Survey 2019-20 has projected economic 
growth at 6 to 6.5 per cent in the next fiscal. The Survey, 
tabled by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in 
Parliament, emphasises on entrepreneurship and Wealth 
Creation at the Grassroots. 
 

SBI posts highest ever net on Essar Steel recovery 
State Bank of India (SBI), the country’s largest lender, 
reported its highest quarterly profit as it wrote back 
provisions on bad loans owing to recovery of ₹11,000 
crore from the resolution of bankrupt Essar Steel.  
 

Bank of India Q3 results: Logs net profit of Rs 138 crore 
Bank of India reported a consolidated net profit of  
Rs 138.20 crore for December quarter 2019-20. Total income 
during the quarter under review rose to Rs 13,430.53 crore 
for Rs 11,791/16 crore in the same year ago. 
 

GST collection past Rs. 1.1 lakh cr. in January 
GST collections have crossed the Rs 1 lakh crore mark 
for the third month in a row in January with improved 
compliance and plugging of evasion.  Domestic GST 
collection during the month so far is around Rs 86,453 
crore while Rs 23,597 crore has been collected through 
IGST and cess collection. 
 

Core sector grows at 1.3% in Dec. 2019 
Growth of eight core industries recovered to 1.3 per cent 
in December 2019 after remaining in the negative zone in 
the previous four months helped by expansion in 
production of coal, fertiliser and refinery products.  
 

Canara Bank MD & CEO R.A. Sankara Narayanan 
retires 
Public sector lender Canara Bank Managing Director and 
CEO R A Sankara Narayanan has retired from the 
services of the Bank on his attaining the age of 
superannuation. 
 

Govt plans to impose penalty for fake invoices used 
to claim input tax credit 
The Centre plans to levy penalty for fake invoicing – used 
to claim input tax credit (ITC) illegally – with effect from 
April 1.  Several cases were found by tax authorities, 
where the assesses had claimed ITC using fake invoices 
after implementation of GST.  
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Centre rejects advice on special grants for States 
The Centre has rejected the 15th Finance Commission’s 
recommendation to give special grants worth Rs. 6,764 
crore to States in 2020-21 to ensure that they do not 
receive less than the previous year’s allocation.  
 

Hong Kong economy plunges into recession, shrank 
1.2% in 2019 
Hong Kong confirmed that it plunged into recession in 
2019, suffering its first annual contraction in a decade as 
the city buckled under the twin pressures of the US-China 
trade war and months of furious pro-democracy protests. 
 

China's central bank lowers interest rates to boost 
economic activities 
China’s central bank has lowered the interest rates on 
reverse repurchase agreements to boost economic activities. 
 

Ashok Leyland becomes world’s third largest bus maker 
Hinduja Group flagship Ashok Leyland has achieved the 
rank of third largest player in the bus makers list globally 
for the calendar year 2019, based on reports released by 
SIAM, OICA and IHS Markit. 
 

FM Nirmala Sitharaman to table 'Vivad se Vishwas' 
Bill in Lok Sabha  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will introduce the 
Direct Tax Vivad Se Vishwas Bill, 2020 in Lok Sabha. The 
bill aims at reducing litigations in the direct taxes 
payments. 
 

PNB posts Rs 492 crore loss in December quarter on 
higher NPA provisions 
Punjab National Bank reported a standalone net loss of 
Rs 492.28 crore in the quarter ended December 31, 2019. 
It had posted a profit of Rs 246.51 crore in the 
corresponding quarter last fiscal. 
 

Cooperative banks to come under Reserve Bank 
purview 
The Union Cabinet has approved amendments to the 
Banking Regulation Act, which will empower the Reserve 
Bank of India to have regulatory oversight over 
cooperative banks. 
 

RBI keeps repo rate unchanged at 5.15% amid 
accelerating inflation 
The six-member monetary policy committee (MPC) has 
decided to keep its short-term lending rate repo rate 
unchanged at 5.15 per cent and the reverse repo rate at 
4.9%. in the sixth bimonthly policy review of the ongoing 
financial year.    
 

RBI extends deadline for one-time debt recast for 
MSMEs 
In a relief to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) 
sector, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the 
deadline for one- time debt recast for these firms that are 
in default but have not been classified as non-performing. 
 

Jeff Weiner becomes Executive Chairman of LinkedIn 
After 11 years, Jeff Weiner is stepping down as CEO of 
LinkedIn and stepping into the role of executive chairman. 
Ryan Roslansky, who is currently product chief at 
Microsoft-owned LinkedIn, will become CEO on June 1 
and will report to Microsoft’s CEO, Satya Nadella. 
 

IOC signs first term contract for importing Russian 
crude oil 
State-owned Indian Oil Corp (IOC) signed first term 
contract for importing Russian crude oil as the world's 
third largest energy consumer looks to diversify its 
sources away from the volatile Middle East.  
 

RBI to release Digital Payment Index by July 2020 
The Reserve Bank of India announced that it will create a 
Digital Payment Index by July 2020. The main aim of the 
index creation is to capture the extent of digitization of 
monetary payments in the country. 
 

NPCI approves WhatsApp to expand its UPI project  
10 million users 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has 
permitted the instant messaging platform WhatsApp to 
expand its Unified Payment Interface (UPI) services to  
10 million users.  
 

PFRDA increases minimum net worth for pension 
fund managers to Rs 50 crores 
The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 
(PFRDA) has decided to increase the minimum net worth 
criterion for pension fund managers. The minimum net 
worth criterion for pension fund managers has been 
increased from Rs 25 crore to Rs 50 crore.  
 

Govt plans to sell 5 pc stake in SAIL via OFS, may rake 
in ₹1,000 cr 
The Union government is planning to sell 5 per cent stake 
in Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) through an offer for 
sale, which could fetch about ₹1,000 crore to the 
exchequer.  
 

Banks to get 5-year CRR relief for lending to auto, 
housing, MSMEs 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said banks would not be 
required to maintain the cash reserve ratio (CRR) for five 
years on their deposits for an amount equivalent to loans 
given to the MSME (micro, small, and medium 
enterprises), housing and vehicles sectors between 
January 31 and July 31. 
 

Amazon Web Services to invest $1.5 b for two data 
centres in India 
E-commerce major Amazon’s cloud computing arm AWS 
(Amazon Web Services) is reportedly investing about $1.5 
billion to set up two data centres in India. These data 
centres will come up in Hyderabad. 
 

BSNL, Air India, MTNL highest loss-making PSUs for 
third consecutive year: Survey 
ONGC, Indian Oil Corporation and NTPC were the top three 
profitable PSUs in 2018-19, whereas BSNL, Air India and 
MTNL incurred highest losses for a third consecutive year, 
according to a survey tabled in Parliament. 
 

IDBI Bank again posts loss 
IDBI Bank posted a net loss of Rs. 5,763 crore for the quarter 
ended December 31,2019 on account of a one- time hit of 
Rs. 6,273 crore for exercising the option for lower tax. 
 

Syndicate Bank’s Q3 profit rises fourfold 
Government-owned Syndicate Bank said its net profit in the 
October to December quarter (Q3 FY20) increased four-
fold to Rs 435 crore from Rs 108 crore in the corresponding 
period of the previous year on declining bad loans. 
 

Moody’s downgrades Indusind Bank to ‘negative’ 
Moody’s Investors Services has revised the outlook on 
IndusInd Bank ratings to ‘negative’ from ‘stable’, while 
affirming the private lender’s ratings, to account for the 
risk of further asset quality deterioration. 
 

Amendment of Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement with Sri Lanka 
The Union Cabinet approved the protocol to amend the 
DTAA (Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement) that was 
signed between India and Sri Lanka. 
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Capital Infusion in three public sector Units OICL, 
UIICL and NICL 
The Union Cabinet approved on capital infusion in three 
Public Sector Units namely United India Insurance 
Company (UIICL), Oriental Insurance Company Limited 
(OICL) and National Insurance Company Limited (NICL). 
 

15th Finance Commission to form panel on fiscal 
situation of Centre, states 
The Fifteenth Finance Commission will soon form a panel 
to examine the fiscal situation and the debt road map for 
the Centre and states. 
 

The panel will be headed by Mr. Singh. 
 

USTR takes India off developing country list 
Ahead of President Donald Trump’s visit on February  
24-25, the US removed India from its list of developing 
countries that are exempt from investigations into whether 
they harm American industry with unfairly subsidised 
exports. 
 

S&P retains India's rating at BBB- with stable outlook 
Global agency Standard and Poor’s retained India's 
sovereign ratings at 'BBB-' with stable outlook, saying the 
country's GDP is likely to gradually recover towards 
longer-term trend rates over the next two to three years. 
 

RBI appoints five executive directors 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has elevated five officials 
to the executive directors’ post. The officials will be taking 
charge during the year. Those elevated are Indrani 
Banerjee, Regional Director, Nagpur, Saurav Sinha, chief 
general manager-in-charge, Vivek Deep, CGM in-charge, 
J.K. Dash, CGM in-charge, and P. Vijayakumar, the 
senior most RBI ombudsman. 
 

Induslnd Bank Records Highest Growth In Brand 
Value Among Top Global Banks 
Induslnd Bank has topped the list of highest increase in 
brand value among global banks, according to The 
Banker's Top 500 Banking Brands 2020 report. The brand 
value of Induslnd Bank has increased by 122 per cent 
over the past 12 months, making it the highest placed for 
growth in brand value across the globe. 
 

SEBI devises system to track client securities 
SEBI has developed the in-house capabilities to track, 
online, the movement of client securities collected by the 
broker as collateral and raise alerts with exchanges if 
diversion of clients’ securities is noticed.  
 

DoT asks telcos to clear Rs 1.4 lakh crore dues by 
midnight 
The Telecom Department has withdrawn its order that 
asked for no coercive action against telecom companies 
defaulting on statutory dues payment after the Supreme 
Court of India took a strong view of non-compliance with 
its order. 
 

Mainak resigns as CARE Ratings chief after Sebi asks 
for his removal 
S.B. Mainak has resigned as chairman of CARE Ratings, the 
company has said in a stock exchange notification.  
 

Govt clears Rs 540 cr investments in stuck residential 
properties 
Union Government has cleared investments of over  
540 crore rupees in some stuck residential properties that 
will benefit 1,800 home buyers.  
 

Vinay Dube appointed as GoAir CEO 
GoAir has appointed Vinay Dube, the former chief 
executive officer (CEO) of Jet Airways, as its new CEO.  
 

Exports decline 1.66% in January 
The country’s exports dropped 1.66% to $25.97 billion in 
January, the sixth straight month of contraction, on 
account of a significant fall in shipments of petroleum, 
plastic, carpets, gems and jewellery, and leather products. 
 

 “Global Investor Summit” for the first time in Jammu 
and Kashmir; Road Shows to attract investments 
The Government of India is making preparation in full 
swing for the Global Investors Summit to be held in 
Jammu and Kashmir in April 2020. 
 

RBI Syncs Financial Year with the Fiscal Year 
The board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to sync 
the Financial year of the bank with the Fiscal Year. The 
Fiscal Year begins in April and ends in March and the 
Financial year is between July and June. 
 

GIC Re gets license from Bank of Russia for 
reinsurance biz 
India’s reinsurance company, General Insurance 
Corporation of India (GIC Re) has received the license 
from Central Bank of the Russian Federation (Bank of 
Russia) to commence reinsurance business in Russia. 
 

Non-life insurers register 7.2% rise in January 
premium income at Rs 17,226 cr 
India’s non-life insurance companies registered a 7.2 per 
cent rise in their combined new premium collection at Rs 
17,225.75 crore in January this fiscal, Irdai data showed. 
 

Govt to infuse ₹1,300 cr in Exim Bank next fiscal 
The Union government has decided to pump ₹1,300 crore 
into state-owned Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) 
to fund its business growth.  
 

Simplified tax compliance regime to be rolled out by 
April 1: Nirmala Sitharaman 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that simplified tax 
compliance regime will be rolled out by April 1st, this year.  
 

Japan economy suffers worst drop in over five years 
Japan's economy suffered its worst quarterly contraction 
in more than five years at the end of 2019 after a tax hike 
and typhoons. According to official data, the nation's gross 
domestic product in the three months to December shrank 
1.6 percent from the previous quarter.  
 

SEBI decides to permit the use of regulatory sandbox 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
decided to permit the use of regulatory sandbox, a system 
that will allow live testing of new products, services and 
business models by market players on select customers. 
 

Moody's Investors Service slashes India's growth 
forecast to 5.4 per cent for 2020 
Moody's Investors Service slashed India's growth forecast 
to 5.4 per cent for 2020 from 6.6 per cent projected earlier. 
 

SEBI caps fees for investment advisers 
With an aim to safeguard investors' interest, markets 
regulator Sebi has decided to tighten its eligibility norms 
for investment advisers and decided to introduce an upper 
limit for their fees. Sebi also barred use of titles like 
independent "financial advisers" or "wealth advisers" by 
those dealing in distribution of securities, unless they are 
registered as investment advisers also. 
 

RIL to consolidate media, distribution businesses 
Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) plans to consolidate its 
media and distribution businesses spread across multiple 
entities into Network18, in a move that will make 
Network18 an integrated media and distribution company 
with a revenue of Rs. 8,000 crore. 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/sebi-devises-system-to-track-client-securities/article30815584.ece
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Airtel pays Rs 10,000 crore to telecom department as 
part of dues, days after SC raps Centre, firms 
Telecom provider Bharti Airtel has paid Rs. 10,000 crores 
of its statutory dues to the telecom department. The 
government assesses that Airtel owes nearly 35,586 
crores in licence fees.  
 

Bangladesh to sign Free Trade Agreement with Nepal 
Bangladesh and Nepal have agreed to sign a Free Trade 
Agreement to enhance trade between the two countries.  
 

Box office receipts cross ₹10,000 crore mark for the 
first time in 2019 
Aided by Hollywood films like ‘Avengers: Endgame’ and 
‘The Lion King’, for the first time the gross box office (BO) 
collection in India crossed Rs 10,000 crore mark in 2019, 
witnessing 11.6% growth over the previous year. 
 

Yes Bank to exit Nifty from March 27 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) said that private lender 
YES Bank will cease to be a part of Nifty50 index from 
March 27 and will be replaced by Shree Cement.  
 

BBB for Chinatala as Nabard chief 
The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended G.R. 
Chinatala as the next chairman of National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard). 
 

Supratim Bandyopadhyay appointed PFRDA 
chairperson 
Supratim Bandyopadhyay was appointed chairman of the 
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority. 
 

Centre releases Rs 19,950 cr as GST compensation to 
states, UTs 
The Central Government has released 19,950 crore 
rupees as GST compensation to states. With this release 
of GST compensation, the Central Government has 
released a total of over 1.20 lakh crore rupees towards 
GST compensation to the states during current fiscal. 
 

France’s Groupe ADP to buy 49% stake in GMR 
airport biz for ₹10,780 cr 
GMR Infrastructure Limited (GIL) has announced a 
strategic partnership with Groupe ADP for its Airports 
Business. 
 

RBI launches 5-year Financial Inclusion Strategy 
The Reserve Bank of India has launched National 
Strategy for Financial Inclusion (2019-24).  
 

Revision of interest subvention under Diary Processing 
and Infrastructure Development Fund from 2% to 2.5% 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved its 
revision of interest subvention rates from 2% to 2.5% per 
annum. This is being done under Diary Processing and 
Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF). 
 

Sweden’s Riksbank begun testing world’s first digital 
version of currency, e-krona 
Sweden’s Riksbank said it had begun testing an e-krona, 
taking the country a step closer to the creation of the 
world’s first central bank digital currency (CBDC).  
 

US surpasses China to become India's top trading partner 
The United States has surpassed China to become India's 
top trading partner. According to the Commerce Ministry 
data, the bilateral trade between the US and India stood 
at nearly 88 billion dollars in 2018-19 fiscal. During the 
period, India's trade with China was at 87.1 billion dollars. 
 

Central Bank of India plans to exit housing finance 
subsidiary 
State-run Central Bank of India is looking to sell its entire 
64.40 per cent stake in its housing finance subsidiary - 

Cent Bank Home Finance (CBHFL). The lender has 
floated a request for proposal (RFP) for appointing 
merchant bankers.   
 

HUL to form wholly owned subsidiary 
Hindustan Unilever Limited, the country’s largest pure 
play fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) company, has 
decided to form a wholly-owned subsidiary.   
 

Sebi tweaks margin system in derivatives to boost 
liquidity 
Markets regulator SEBI reviewed the margin framework 
for cash and derivatives segments, in order to bring more 
efficiency in the risk management system.  
 

DoT asks telcos for documents supporting AGR math 
The department of telecommunications has asked all 
operators to speed up their self-assessment of adjusted 
gross revenue related dues and submit documents 
supporting their calculation even after Bharti Airtel, Tata 
Teleservices and Vodafone Idea made partial payment 
last week. 
 

India to host Commonwealth Shooting and Archery 
Championships in January 2022 
India will host the Commonwealth Shooting and Archery 
Championships in January 2022. 
 

India and United States finalise defence deals worth 
three billion dollars and sign three agreements, 
including in health and oil sectors 
India and the United States have finalized defence deals 
worth three billion dollars and signed three agreements, 
including in health and oil sectors.  
 

S&P500, Dow Jones suffer biggest one-day 
percentage losses in two years on fears of 
coronavirus 
The S&P 500 and the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
suffered their biggest one-day percentage losses in two 
years after a surge in coronavirus cases outside China 
fanned worries about the global economic impact of a 
potential pandemic. 
 

Mauritius FPIs can continue to invest in India, says SEBI 
 Foreign portfolio investors (FPI) from Mauritius will 
continue to be eligible for FPI registration with increased 
monitoring as per Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
norms, market regulator Sebi said.  
 

RBI lifts ban on Bandhan Bank network expansion 
The Reserve Bank of India has allowed Bandhan Bank to 
expand its branch network after considering the efforts made 
by the private lender to comply with the licensing conditions. 
 

RBI announces 2 LTROs early next month 
The Reserve Bank of India announced two long-term 
repo operations (LTROs) for three-year tenors worth  
Rs 25,000 crore (Rs 250 billion) each to be conducted on 
March 2 and March 9.  
 

SBI Card IPO to open on March 2 
The initial public offer (IPO) of SBI Cards and Payment 
Services Ltd. (SBI Card) will open on March 2 with the 
shares priced in a band of Rs. 750 to Rs. 755, pegging the 
overall offer size at more than Rs. 10,000 crore. 
 

The issue will open for subscription on March 2 and close 
on March 5. The IPO comprises a fresh issue of Rs 500 
crore, while the offer for sale would see the promoters 
offload 13 crore shares. 
 

SBI Cards, the credit card unit of the country's largest 
lender SBI, is the second-largest credit card issuer in 
India, with an 18 percent market share. 
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ADB lists masala bonds on India INX 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has listed its 10-year 
masala bonds worth Rs. 850 crore on the global debt 
listing platform of India INX. The proceeds would be used 
to support local currency lending and investment in India  
 

RBI directs banks to link all the new floating rate loans 
to medium enterprises with external benchmark 
The Reserve Bank of India has directed banks to link all 
the new floating rate loan to medium enterprises with 
external benchmark. 
 

Hurun Global Rich List 2020: Bezos retains top rank; 
Mukesh Ambani at 9th 
Amazon founder and CEO Jeff Bezos has retained the top 
spot for the third year running in the Hurun Global Rich 
List. 
 

Following Bezos on the top 10 are Bernard Arnault 
(LMHV, $107 billion, rank no 2); Bill Gates (Microsoft, 
$106 billion, number three); Warren Buffet (Berkshire 
Hathaway, $102 billion, number four). 
 

Mastercard names product chief Michael Miebach as 
CEO, Ajay Banga moves to executive chairman 
Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga will leave his position next 
year and take over as executive chairman. Banga will 
succeed Richard Haythornthwaite, who has served as 
chairman since May 2006. Michael Miebach, 
Mastercard’s chief product officer, will succeed Banga  
as CEO.   
 

Govt decides to lift the ban on export of onions 
The Union Government has decided to lift the nearly six-
month-old ban on export of onions in a bid to protect the 
interests of farmers as prices are likely to fall sharply due 
to bumper rabi crop.  
 

DPIIT notifies 100% FDI in insurance intermediaries 
under automatic route 
he Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT has notified the government's decision to 
allow 100 per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) in 
insurance intermediaries.  
 

Bank credit growth slips to 6.4% 
The Scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) credit growth 
moderated to 6.4% YoY to Rs 10041689 crore as on  
14 February 2020, compared with 7.2% growth a fortnight 
ago.  
 

India GDP grew 4.7 per cent in Q3 
The Indian economy grew 4.7 per cent in the third quarter 
ended December 31, 2019, the National Statistics Office 
said.  
 

Core sector output up 2.2% in January on higher coal, 
refinery, electricity production 
According to data released by the Ministry of Commerce, 
the output of eight core industries grew 2.2 per cent in 
January compared with the same month last year. The 
higher output came on the back of more coal, refinery 
output and electricity production during the period under 
review. 
 

IndusInd Bank names Sumant Kathpalia as MD & CEO 
IndusInd Bank has appointed Sumant Kathpalia as the 
MD & CEO for three years, effective March 24, 2020.  
 

Union Bank sells stake in NSE for Rs 104 crore 
Union Bank of India has sold 0.21 per cent stake in NSE 
for a cash consideration of over Rs 104 crore.  

 
 
 
RBI chief Das is Central Banker of the Year 
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has been chosen as the 
Central Banker of the Year for the Asia Pacific Region 
by The Banker magazine, a unit of Financial Times (FT). 
This award is given to central bankers who have “best 
managed to stimulate growth and stabilise their 
economy.” 
 

Jorgovanka Tabakovi, National Bank of Serbia, was 
adjudged the winner as the Global Central Banker of the 
Year.   
 

Prez Ram Nath Kovind presents International Gandhi 
Awards for Leprosy 
President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, presented the 
International Gandhi Awards for Leprosy to Dr N.S. 
Dharmashaktu under the Indian nomination (individual) 
category and the Leprosy Mission Trust under the 
institutional category. 
 

92nd Academy Awards 
The 92nd Academy Awards took place at the Los Angeles' 
Dolby Theatre. A total of 24 key categories were awarded. 
 

Parasite won the Best Picture award. It is the first non-
English film to win in that category. The film also bagged 
Best Original Screenplay, Best International Feature Film 
and Best Director. Joaquin Phoenix won 'Best Actor' for his 
role in Joker. Renee Zellweger won 'Best Actress' for Judy.  
 

Brad Pitt was awarded Best Supporting Actor for Once 
Upon A Time in Hollywood. Laura Dern bagged 'Best 
Supporting Actress' award for her role in Marriage Story.  
 

Renowned Feminist Scholar Gita Sen Wins Dan David 
Prize 
Feminist scholar and activist Gita Sen has won the 
prestigious Dan David Prize for her expansive work in the 
fields of population policies, reproductive and sexual 
health, women’s rights, poverty, labour markets and 
global governance. 
 

BioAsia 2020 announces Genome Valley Excellence 
Award to Dr Carl H June and Dr Vas Narasimhan 
BioAsia, organised by the Government of Telangana, has 
announced that the Genome Valley Excellence Award will 
be bestowed upon Dr Carl H June, CAR-T Cell Therapy 
Pioneer, Richard W Vague Professor in Immunotherapy, 
Dept of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, University of 
Pennsylvania, USA and Dr Vas (Vasant) Narasimhan, 
CEO, Novartis. 
 

65th Amazon Filmfare Awards 2020 
The 65th Amazon Filmfare Awards 2020 were held on 
February 15 in ‘Awesome’ Assam in Guwahati. This was 
the first edition of the award show which was held outside 
Mumbai. 
 

Best Film- ‘Gully Boy’ 
Best Director Zoya Akhtar for ‘Gully Boy’ 
Best Actor In A Leading Role (Male)- Ranveer Singh for 
‘Gully Boy’ 
Best Actor In A Leading Role (Female)- Alia Bhatt for 
‘Gully Boy’ 
 

Mazumdar-Shaw is EY Entrepreneur of the Year 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, chairperson and managing 
director, Biocon, was named the EY Entrepreneur of the 
Year 2019 at the 21st edition of the awards. She will now 
represent India at the EY World. 
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NATIONAL 

CSIR-CDRI Scientist Dr. Niti Kumar gets SERB 
Women Excellence Award-2020 
Dr Niti Kumar, Senior Scientist from Division of Molecular 
Parasitology and Immunology, CSIR-CDRI, Lucknow has 
received SERB Women Excellence Award-2020. 
 

 

 
 
 

Arvind Krishna  
Indian-origin technology executive Arvind Krishna has 
been elected chief executive officer of American IT giant 
IBM, succeeding Virginia Rometty. 
 

Abidali Neemuchwala quits 
Wipro chief executive Abidali Neemuchwala is leaving the 
company after four years at the helm, a period when the 
Bengaluru-based IT services provider lagged rivals and 
lost the tag of the third-largest software exporter to HCL 
Technologies.  
 

Ajay Bisaria Appointed Indian High Commissioner to 
Canada 
Bisaria, a 1987-batch IFS officer was appointed High 
Commissioner to Canada. 
 

Dalip Kaur Tiwana  
Noted Punjabi novelist Dalip Kaur Tiwana passed away 
after a brief illness. Known for ''Teeli da Nishaan'' and 
''Sooraj te Samandar'', Tiwana was also a former 
president of the Punjabi Sahit Akademi. 
 

M Ajith Kumar  
The Government of India has appointed M Ajit Kumar as 
chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs (CBIC).  
 

Jacob Zuma 
A South African court has issued an arrest warrant for 
former President Jacob Zuma after he did not appear at a 
pre-trial hearing in a corruption case on grounds of 
needing medical treatment. 
 

Navdeep Singh Suri  
Navdeep Singh Suri, who was until very recently India’s 
Ambassador to the UAE, has assumed the responsibility 
of India’s Co-Chair of the Expo-2020 Dubai Committee. 
 

Donald Trump  
The United States President Donald Trump has been 
acquitted of all impeachment charges. The US Senate has 
acquitted President Trump on two articles of impeachment 
that are- abuse of power and obstruction to Congress. 
 

NASA astronaut Christina Koch  
NASA's astronaut Christina Koch returned after an  
11-month mission, breaking the world record for the most 
time spent by a woman in space. Koch has spent  
328 days on International Space Station ISS.  
 

Virat Kohli  
For the third consecutive year, Indian cricket team captain 
Virat Kohli has retained the top position of being the most 
valuable celebrity brand in the Duff & Phelps’ celebrity 
brand valuation report. 
 

Bollywood star Akshay Kumar, who was at third place in 
the last year’s report, while Bollywood power couple, 
Ranveer Singh and Deepika Padukone, claimed the third 
spot. 
 

Pinelopi Goldberg  
World Bank chief economist Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg 
has announced resignation in a letter written to her 
colleagues.  

P Parameswaran  
Renowned thinker, writer and the founder director of 
Bharatiya Vichara kendram P Parameswaran passed 
away at Ottapalam in Kerala. He was awarded Padma 
Vibhushan in 2018 and Padma Shri in 2004. 
 

Kaamya Karthikeyan 
Kaamya Karthikeyan became the youngest girl to climb 
the highest peak in South America, Mt Aconcagua. 
 

Omar al-Bashir 
Sudan's rulers have agreed to hand over ex-President 
Omar al-Bashir to the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
to face genocide and war crimes charges. 
 

Hafiz Saeed  
An anti-terrorism court in Pakistan sentenced Mumbai 
attack mastermind and Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz 
Saeed in two terror funding cases. 
 

Alok Sharma  
Indian-origin Alok Sharma was named the new UK 
Minister in charge of the crunch UN climate talks to be 
hosted by Britain this November.  
 

Rishi Sunak  
Indian-origin politician Rishi Sunak was appointed as the 
U.K.’s new Finance Minister by Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson in a Cabinet reshuffle. Mr. Sunak, the son-in-law 
of Infosys Co-founder Narayana Murthy. 
 

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa  
President of Portugal Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa arrived in 
New Delhi on a four-day visit to India.  This is President 
Marcelo’s first visit to India.  
 

Arvind Kejriwal  
Arvind Kejriwal is likely to be sworn in as the chief minister 
of Delhi on February 16 for the third time.  
 

Rajiv Bansal  
The union government appointed the 1988 batch IAS 
officer of Nagaland Cadre Rajiv Bansal as the Chairman 
and Managing Director of Air India.  
 

Wendell Rodricks 
Internationally famed fashion designer Wendell Rodricks 
passed away at his home in Colvale village in Goa at the 
age of 59. 
 

RK Pachauri 
Indian environmentalist Rajendra Kumar Pachauri, under 
whose leadership a U.N. climate change panel shared the 
2007 Nobel Peace Prize, has died.  
 

Arvind Kejriwal  
Aam Aadmi Party convenor Arvind Kejriwal has took oath 
as Chief Minister of Delhi for the third consecutive time.  
 

 
Afghanistan: Ashraf Ghani  
Afghanistan’s independent Election Commission 
announced that Ashraf Ghani has won a second term as 
President of the country. Ghani garnered 9,23,592 votes, 
or 50.64 per cent of votes that took place 28th of 
September last year.  
 

Tapas Paul  
Veteran Bengali actor and former Trinamool Congress 
MP Tapas Pal passed away at the age of 61 at a private 
hospital in Mumbai.  
 

Mickey Wright  
Mickey Wright, often described as the greatest woman 
golfer of all times, died at Florida in the United States at 
the age of 85. 
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Kishori Ballal 
Veteran Kannada actor Kishori Ballal, who had acted in 
over 75 movies and left an indelible mark with her role in 
Shah Rukh Khan-starrer Swades, died at the age of 82. 
 

Richard Grenell  
President Donald Trump announced that Richard Grenell, 
the U.S. ambassador to Germany, will become acting 
director of national intelligence. 
 

Leo Varadkar  
Prime Minister of Ireland Leo Varadkar has resigned. Mr. 
Varadkar will be staying on as interim leader while the 
country’s three main parties battle out deadlocked 
coalition talks after an inconclusive election.  
 

Riek Machar  
In South Sudan, rebel leader Riek Machar was sworn in 
as first vice president. The rebel leader returns as first vice 
president in a transition government which will serve for 
36 months. 
 

Mahathir Mohamad  
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, at 94 the world's 
oldest leader, has submitted his resignation to the King. 
 

Harvey Weinstein  
Former Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein was 
convicted of sexual assault by a New York jury.  
 

Mohammed Hosni Mubarak 
Egypt's former President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak, 
who ruled the country for 30 years, passed away.  
 

Faure Gnassingbe  
Togo's President Faure Gnassingbe has been re-elected for 
a fourth term, extending his 15-year rule and a family dynasty 
that began when his father took power in a 1967 coup.  
 

Katherine Johnson  
Katherine Johnson, a ground-breaking black NASA 
mathematician whose life was portrayed in the 
movie Hidden Figures, died aged 101.  
 

Sudhakar Chaturvedi  
Renowned Vedic Scholar and Gandhian Sudhakar 
Chaturvedi passed away in Bengaluru. During the 
freedom struggle, he was associated with Mahatma 
Gandhi and been imprisoned in different jails across the 
country.  
 
 

 
Flame-Throated Bulbul 'Rubigula' official mascot for 
Goa 2020 National Games 
'Rubigula', Flame-Throated Bulbul, has been unveiled as 
the official mascot for the Goa 2020 National Games in 
Panaji, Goa. 
 

Australian Open: Novak Djokovic wins his record 8th 
Men's singles title 
Serbia's Novak Djokovic won his record 8th Men's singles 
title in Australian Open at Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne. 
He beat first-time Australian Open finalist Dominic Thiem 
of Austria. 
 

India beat New Zealand in 5th T-20; Sweep series 5-nil 
India beat New Zealand by 7 runs in the fifth and final  
T-20 International at Mount Maunganui and completed a 
historic series whitewash. 
 

Vinesh, Sindhu, Mary Kom among nominees for 
inaugural BBC Sportswoman of the year award 
Wrestler Vinesh Phogat, Shuttler P.V. Sindhu and Boxer 
M.C. Mary Kom will compete for the inaugural BBC Indian 

sportswoman of the year award after being nominated for 
the honour. 
 

Sachin's WC win among 5 on shortlisted for Laureus 
Sporting Moment award 
Batting legend Sachin Tendulkar has been shortlisted as 
one among five contenders for the greatest Laureus 
Sporting Moment 2000-2020 Award. The moment, titled 
'Carried On the Shoulders Of A Nation', is a reference to 
the Indian team's 2011 World Cup win. 
 

Rakhi Halder bags gold at Senior Women's National 
Weightlifting Championships 
In Senior Women's National Weightlifting Championships, 
Rakhi Halder of Bengal has bagged gold in the 64kg 
category of the 35th edition of the event in Kolkata. 
 

Rohit Rajpal to continue as India's Davis Cup captain 
Rohit Rajpal will continue as India's non-playing Davis 
Cup captain while veteran Leander Paes, too, has 
retained his place in the six-member squad picked for the 
tie against Croatia next month. 
 

SAI, Hockey India launch High Performance Centres 
Sports Authority of India (SAI) and Hockey India have 
announced the establishment of the High Performance 
Centres in seven places across the country to provide 
state-of-the-art facilities to Junior and Sub-Junior players. 
The move is aimed at grooming young talent in view of 
2024 and 2028 Olympic Games. 
 

Rishabh Pant becomes brand ambassador of JSW Steel 
Jindal South West (JSW) Steel has appointed Indian 
cricketer Rishabh Pant as its brand ambassador. 
 

Bangladesh beat India to win maiden Under-19 World Cup 
Bangladesh beat India by three wickets to win maiden ICC 
U-19 World Cup cricket title by Duckworth-Lewis method 
last night in South Africa. 
 

Armand Duplantis breaks Pole Vault World Record 
Sweden’s Pole Vaulter, Armand Duplantis has broken the 
Pole Vault World Record set by Renaud Lavillenie of 
France in 2014. Armand Duplantis break the world record 
with a jump of 20 feet 2.9 inches or 6.17 metres at 
Copernicus Cup in Torun, Poland. 
 

India's Lalremsiami named as 2019 FIH Women's 
Rising Star of Year 
India forward Lalremsiami has been named as the  
2019 FIH Women's Rising Star of the Year by the 
International Hockey Federation.   
 

Aditya Mehta won the National Snooker 
championship 
Aditya Mehta from Mumbai, Maharashtra won the 
National Snooker championship held at Pune. 
 

New Zealand clinch three-match ODI series against 
India at Mount Maunganui 
New Zealand defeated India by five wickets in the third 
ODI Cricket and clinched the series 3-0 at Mount 
Maunganui. 
 

Gulmarg all set to host five day National Winter 
Games from March 7 
World-famous Ski destination Gulmarg is all set to host a 
five-day national winter games event from 7th March 
under the banner of Khelo India.  
 

Sophie Devine becomes 1st cricketer to hit  
5 successive 50-plus scores in T20Is 
New Zealand captain Sophie Devine became the first 
international cricketer to score five consecutive 50-plus 
consecutive scores in Twenty20 International cricket.  
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Indian hockey captain Manpreet Singh named Player 
of the Year 2019 by IHF 
The Indian men's hockey team captain Manpreet Singh 
was named Player of the Year for 2019 by the 
International Hockey Federation. 
 

Amit Panghal ranked No 1 by IOC's Boxing Task 
Force rankings for Olympic Qualifiers 
Amit Panghal has been ranked number one in the  
52 kilogram category for Olympic Qualifiers, making him 
the first Indian pugilist in over a decade to achieve the 
global top position in the category. 
 

Former India all-rounder Robin Singh appointed 
UAE's Director of Cricket 
The Emirates Cricket Board has appointed former Indian 
cricketer Robin Singh as the new director of cricket. 
 

India settles for bronze at Badminton Asia Team 
Championships 
Indian Men's team settled for a bronze at the 
Badminton Asia Team Championships after losing to 
two-time defending champions Indonesia 2-3 in the 
semifinals at Manila. 
 

Indian athletes clinch 3 medals in World SnowShoe 
Championship 
Indian athletes finished with three medals in different 
categories in the World SnowShoe Championship at 
Myoko, Japan. 
 

India's Bhawna Jat makes the Olympic cut in 20km 
race walk 
India's Bhawna Jat qualified for the 2020 Olympics after 
setting a new national record in the 20-kilometer race walk 
category at the National Championships in Ranchi. 
 

Asian Wrestling Championship begins in New Delhi  
Asian Wrestling Championship will begin in New Delhi from 
February 18. The event will have a total of 30 weight classes, 
10 each in Freestyle Men, Women, and Greco Roman. 
 

United by Emotion: Motto of 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
announced 
Tokyo 2020 organisers rolled out the motto for this year's 
Olympics, "United by Emotion", which they said reflected 
the "universal values" and "unifying power of sport".  
 

Koneru Humpy wins Cairns Cup Chess Tournament 
in US 
World rapid champion Koneru Humpy claimed her second 
title in the last two months by winning the Cairns Cup 
Chess Tournament at St Louis in USA. 
 

Sachin Tendulkar's 2011 world cup moment becomes 
Laureus best sporting moment 
Indian cricketing great Sachin Tendulkar being carried on 
the shoulders of his teammates following India's world cup 
triumph in 2011 was voted as the Laureus best sporting 
moment in the past 20 years.  
 

FIFA U-17 Women's Football World Cup to be hosted 
in 5 cities in November 
Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju launched an event in 
New Delhi to unveil the five host cities for the FIFA Under-
17 Women's Football World Cup which kicks off on 2nd of 
November this year. The matches of the world cup will be 
held in five cities including Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar, 
Guwahati, Kolkata and Navi Mumbai. 
 

Sunil Kumar wins gold in 87-kg Greco Roman 
category in Asian Wrestling Championships 
Greco Roman wrestler Sunil Kumar opened India's medal 
account in the Asian Wrestling Championships at New 

Delhi  by winning a Gold. 
 

AIFF receives 'Grassroots Charter Bronze Level' 
membership of AFC 
The All India Football Federation (AIFF) has received the 
"Grassroots Charter Bronze Level" membership of the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC).  
 

India to host AFC Women's Asian Cup in 2022 
India will host the 2022 AFC Women's Asian Cup. 
Malaysia. Besides India, Chinese Taipei and Uzbekistan 
were the other competing candidates. 
 

P V Sindhu wins third successive ESPN's Female 
Sportsperson of the Year award 
P V Sindhu  won the ESPN's Female Sportsperson of the 
Year award for a third consecutive time while young 
shooter Saurabh Chaudhary bagged the honour in the 
male category.   
 

Divya Kakran wins a gold medal at Asian Wrestling 
Championships 
Divya Kakran became only the second Indian woman to 
win a gold medal at the Asian Wrestling Championships 
defeating junior world champion Naruha Matsuyuki in 
New Delhi. 
 

First Khelo India University Games held in 
Bhuwaneshwar 
The first Khelo India University Games was held in 
Bhuwaneshwar, Odisha.  
 

Pragyan Ojha announces retirement from 
international, 1st-class cricket 
Indian left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha announced 
retirement from international and first-class cricket with 
immediate effect.  
 

Russia will host new edition of AIBA World Cup 2020 
Russia will be the first country to host the new format of 
AIBA Team World Cup in 2020. 
 

India's 13-year old Grandmaster D Gukesh wins 34th 
Cannes Open 
India's 13-year old Grandmaster D Gukesh emerged 
champion in the 34th Cannes Open in France.  
 

Achanta Sharath Kamal, Sathiyan Gnanasekaran win 
silver at Hungarian Open 
Indian men's doubles pair of Achanta Sharath Kamal and 
Gnanasekaran Sathiyan settled for a silver medal at the 
ITTF World Tour Hungarian Open. 
 

Sharapova says goodbye to Tennis 
Five-time Grand Slam winner Maria Sharapova, one of 
the world's most recognisable sportswomen, has 
announced her retirement from tennis. 
 

Women’s T20 World Cup: India enters semi-finals 
beating New Zealand 
India notched up a narrow four-run win over New Zealand 
in group A match of the ICC Women's T20 World Cup in 
Melbourne and entered semi-final stage. 
 

David Warner reinstated as Sunrisers Hyderabad 
captain in Indian Premier League 
David Warner was reinstated as IPL franchise Sunrisers 
Hyderabad (SRH)’s captain, a position that he had to give 
up after the ball-tampering scandal in 2018. 
 

Dubai to host Asia Cricket Cup 
The next Asia Cup will be held in Dubai and both India and 
Pakistan will participate in the biennial tournament, Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) president Sourav 
Ganguly said. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Rani Rampal becomes first ever hockey player to win 
World Games Athlete of the Year' award 
Indian women's team captain Rani Rampal became the 
first-ever hockey player to win the prestigious 'World 
Games Athlete of the Year' award.  
 

 
 

 
 
Pakistan declares national emergency to battle 
locusts 
Pakistan, which is facing its worst locust attack in 
decades, has declared national emergency to tackle the 
insects destroying crops on a large scale in Punjab 
province, country's main region for agricultural production. 
 

Somalia declares national emergency following 
locust infestation sweeping Horn of Africa 
Somalia has declared a national emergency following 
locust infestation sweeping the Horn of Africa, as insects 
devastate food supplies in one of the poorest and most 
vulnerable regions in the world.   
 

February 4 is World Cancer Day 
World Cancer Day is observed on the 4th of February 
every year to create awareness about cancer and to 
encourage its prevention, detection, and treatment.  
 

New natural gas field containing 80 trillion cubic feet 
of gas discovered in UAE 
The United Arab Emirates announced the discovery of a 
new natural gas field containing 80 trillion standard cubic 
feet of gas in the cross-border area of the Emirates of Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. This new gas field, spanning an area of 
5,000 square kilometres in the cross-border area of the 
two emirates, represents one of the largest natural gas 
discoveries in the UAE. 
 

EU condemns Trump's decision to lift US restrictions 
on landmines 
The European Union strongly condemned the decision by 
US President Donald Trump to lift US restrictions on 
landmines. 
 

Prince Charles sets up children's protection fund for 
India, announces Katy Perry the ambassador 
Britain's Prince Charles has unveiled a new children's 
protection fund for India as part of British Asian Trust, the 
charity founded by him in 2007 to fight poverty in South 
Asia. The heir to the British throne announced popular 
American singer Katy Perry as the ambassador of the new 
fund. 
 

India slips to 40th position on International 
Intellectual Property Index 
India’s slipped to 40th position on the International 
Intellectual Property (IP) Index, which analyses the IP 
climate in 53 global economies, this year, according to a 
report of US Chamber of Commerce’s Global Innovation 
Policy Center. 
 

The US, the UK, Sweden, France and Germany remained 
the top five economies on the intellectual property index in. 
 

BBIN nations deliberated on MoU to implement Motor 
Vehicle Agreement 
The BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal) nations 
deliberated MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) to 
implement the Motor Vehicle Agreement to regulate 
personal, passenger and cargo vehicular traffic. 
 

World’s first bulletproof helmet developed by Indian 
Army 
Indian Army has developed first bulletproof helmet of the 
world which can stop an AK-47 bullet round fired from a 
distance of 10 meters. The Ballistic helmet is developed 
by An Indian Army Major Anoop Mishra. The helmet is 
developed under the Indian Army’s project “Abhedya”. 
 

Pangolin identified as the host of Corona Virus in 
China 
The most trafficked mammal of Asia, Pangolin was 
identified as the host of the virus by the researchers of 
China. According to them, the outbreak has started from 
a market in Wuhan city through Pangolin. 
 

IIM-Bengaluru ranks third in MOOC performance 
among B-Schools globally 
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) secured 
the third rank in the global list of Top Business Schools of 
2020 by MOOCLab. This was the maiden ranking for 
business schools globally who are offering MOOCs 
(massive online open courses) courses. 
 

India-UK to hold joint military exercise Ajeya Warrior 
India-UK hold joint exercise called Ajeya Warrior on 
February 13, 2020. This is the fifth edition of the exercise. 
 

Africa Union Summit held at Addis Ababa 
The African Union Summit was held in Addis Ababa, 
capital of Ethiopia to tackle terrorism in the continent. The 
leaders met in Addis Ababa under the theme “Silencing 
the Guns”. 
 

11th February: International Day of Women and Girls 
in Science  
International Day of Women and Girls in Science is 
observed globally on 11 February.  
 

10th February: World Pulses Day  
World Pulses Day proclaimed on February 10 of each 
year since 2019. World Pulses Day is a designated United 
Nations global event to recognize the importance of 
pulses (chickpeas, dry beans, lentils, dry peas and lupins 
among others) as a global food. 
 

Corona Virus Ranking: India ranks 17 in importing 
Corona Virus 
The researchers of Robert Koch institute in Germany and 
Humboldt University have founded mathematical model to 
predict global spread of novel corona virus cases. India 
was ranked 17th in the ranking system.  
 

World’s Cheapest Gun Shot Locator developed by 
Indian Army 
The Indian Army’s College of Military Engineering with a 
private firm developed the gun shot locators called 
“Parth”. These are much cheaper than the ones imported. 
 

13th February: World Radio Day 
The United Nations annually celebrates World Radio Day 
on 13th of February to raise greater awareness among the 
public and the media of the importance of radio. 
 

Hindi is 3rd most spoken language in the world with 
615 million speakers after English, Mandarin 
Hindi is the 3rd most spoken language of the world in 2019 
with 615 million speakers. The 22nd edition of the world 
language database Ethnologue stated English at the top 
of the list with 1,132 million speakers. Chines Mandarin is 
at the second position with 1,117 million speakers. 
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                                         14 
 

China launches $200 mn fund to combat fall 
armyworms, locusts 
China has allocated 1.4 billion yuan ($200 million) for the 
prevention and control of pests, including fall armyworms 
and locusts to protect the country's massive agriculture 
sector as food security becomes a major concern. 
 
India ranks 77th in terms of sustainability & 131st in 
flourishing index:UN report 
According to a United Nations backed report, India ranked 
77th on a sustainability index that takes into account per 
capita carbon emissions and 131st on a flourishing 
ranking that measures the best chance at survival and 
well-being for children. 
 
IISc ranks 16th among top 100 universities of 
emerging economies 
The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has ranked 16th 
among the top 100 universities of emerging economies. 
Indian universities had a good performance year within 
the emerging economies of the world as a record 11 made 
it to the top 100 Times Higher Education’s (THE) 
Emerging Economies University Rankings 2020. 
 
One Million Dollar Worth Prizes created by Sweden for 
sustainable Food Solutions 
Sweden has created 1 million USD worth prizes to feed 
billion of people. The prize is named as the “Food Planet 
Prize”. The main aim of the step is to address the climate 
change threats towards food supply all over the world. 
 
February 21: International Mother Language Day 
UNESCO is celebrating International Mother Language 
Day on February 21.  
 
France begins shut down of country's oldest nuclear 
power plant 
French state-owned energy giant EDF began shutting 
down the country's oldest nuclear power plant after  
43 years in operation. 
 

Harvey Weinstein  
Former Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein was 
convicted of sexual assault by a New York jury.  
 
3,000 kilometre long power grid from Myanmar-
Thailand to India: BIMSTEC 
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is working on 
connecting about 3,000-kilometre long power grid from 
Myanmar-Thailand to India.   
 
Bangladesh to invite Pranab Mukherjee to special 
parliament session 
Bangladesh will invite former president Pranab Mukherjee 
to address a special Parliament session on March 22 and 
23 to mark the Mujib Year, coinciding with its founder 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman''s birth centenary.  
 
German court scraps ban on professional assisted 
suicide 
Germany's highest court has ruled that a 2015 law 
banning professional assisted suicide was 
unconstitutional, saying in a landmark decision that 
people have "the right to a self-determined death". 
 
WHO says novel coronavirus has pandemic potential 
as countries across globe battle to contain deadly 
outbreak 
The World Health Organization has said that the new 
coronavirus is at a decisive point and has pandemic 
potential as countries across the globe battled to contain 
the deadly outbreak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


