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Iran exceeds uranium limit set in nuclear deal 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has said 
that the country has exceeded the 300-kilogramme limit on 
its enriched uranium reserves set by the 2015 nuclear deal.  
 

US senate passes law to bring India at par with NATO 
allies  
The US Senate has passed a legislative provision that 
brings India at par with America's NATO allies and 
countries like Israel and South Korea for increasing 
defence cooperation. 
 

French MPs back bill giving online platforms 24 hours 
to remove hate speech 
Members of the lower house of parliament in France have 
backed a bill giving online platforms just 24 hours to 
remove hate speech or face hefty fines.  
 

UNSC calls for ceasefire in Libya 
The United Nations Security Council has called for  
a ceasefire in Libya as the death toll from a three-month 
offensive on Tripoli reached one thousand.  
 

Sudan military, opposition agree to share power until 
elections 
In Sudan, military leaders have reached an agreement 
with the opposition alliance to share power until elections 
can be held. The two sides have agreed to rotate control 
of top tier of power, the sovereign council, for at least three 
years.  
 

Greek Conservatives take charge in landslide win  
Greece's opposition Conservative New Democracy party 
lead by Kyriakos Mitsotakis have returned to power with  
a landslide victory in snap elections. 
 

ICJ rules in favour of India; stays Kulbhushan 
Jadhav's execution 
International Court of Justice, ICJ has ruled in favour of 
India and stayed Kulbushan Jadhav's death sentence. In 
its verdict, the Court has directed Pakistan to provide 
effective review and reconsideration of his conviction and 
sentences.  
 

US not to sell F-35 fighter jets to Turkey: PrezTrump 
United States President Donald Trump has announced 
that the US would not sell the F-35 fighter jets to Turkey 
after it purchased the S-400 missile defence system from 
sanctions-hit Russia.  
 

US security aid to Pakistan will remain suspended: 
Report 
A United States congressional report says security 
assistance to Pakistan will remain suspended pending 
decisive and irreversible action by the country against 
terrorist groups like Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and Al-Qaeda 
operating from its territory. 
 

Japan: PM Shinzo Abe's ruling coalition secures 
upper house majority 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling coalition secured a 
majority in Japan’s upper house of parliament in elections. 
 

Ukraine: Prez Volodymyr Zelenskyy's party leads in 
parliamentary election 
In Ukraine, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's party is 
leading in the parliamentary election. President's Servant 
of the People party has won 43.10 per cent of the vote as 
90.89 per cent of ballots are counted so far. 
 

Sri Lanka extends Emergency for another month 
Sri Lanka has extended by another month, the state of 
emergency imposed after the Easter Sunday attacks. 
 

US rejected the offer as not seeking dialogue, says 
Iran 
Iran said that US had rejected its offer for a more robust 
nuclear inspections in exchange for lifting sanctions.  
Iran said that the US is not willing to have a dialogue.  
 
 
 
 
 
K. Natarajan takes over as Director-General of Coast 
Guard 
K. Natarajan took over as the Director-General of the 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG). He is the 23rd chief of India’s 
coastal security force. 
 

Tamil yeoman declared Tamil Nadu's state butterfly 
Tamil yeoman (Cirrochroa thais) butterfly species 
endemic to Western Ghats has been declared the state 
butterfly of Tamil Nadu.  
 

Goa Govt. approves amendment to Factories Act to 
allow Women in Night Shifts 
The state government of Goa recently approved an 
amendment to Factories Act 1948 which will allow 
deployment of women in night shifts (from 7pm to 6 am) 
in industries. 
 

High powered Committee of CMs constituted for 
‘Transformation for Indian Agriculture’  
A high powered Committee of Chief Ministers has been 
constituted for ‘Transformation for Indian Agriculture’. 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis will be the 
Convenor and the Committee will be serviced by  
NITI Aayog.   
 

UGC approves new initiative STRIDE to boost 
research culture 
The University Grants Commission (UGC) has approved 
a new initiative called - Scheme for Trans-disciplinary 
Research for India’s Developing Economy (STRIDE) to 
boost research culture in the country.  
 

AYUSH, MeitY ministries to collaborate for digitisation 
of AYUSH sector 
The Ministries of AYUSH and Electronics and Information 
Technology have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to collaborate on the digitization of the 
AYUSH sector. 
 

Govt launches Jal Shakti Abhiyan to create 
awareness on water conservation 
The Union Government has launched Jal Shakti Abhiyan 
to create awareness on the benefits of water conservation 
and declining sources of water in the country.   
 

The Jal Shakti Abhiyan has been launched in two phases. 
The first phase is 1st July to 15th September and  
the second phase will be between 1st October to  
30th November for States with retreating monsoon. 
 

Govt to raise health services expenditure to 2.5% of 
GDP by 2025 
Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has said the 
Union government has set a target to raise health services 
expenditure to 2.5 per cent of the country's GDP by 2025.  
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Total estimated milk production is 176.35 million 
tonnes during 2017-18 
The total estimated milk production in the country is 
176.35 million tonnes during 2017-18. 
 

Rural sanitation coverage jumped to 99% from 38% in 
2014 
Minister of State for Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria has said 
that under Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin), the 
sanitation coverage in the rural areas of the country has 
increased to more than 99 per cent, which was over  
38 per cent on 2nd October 2014.   
 

Lok Sabha passes Aadhaar and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 
Lok Sabha has passed Aadhaar and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 by voice vote.  
 

It also proposes giving a child an option to exit from the 
biometric ID programme on attaining 18 years of age. This 
Bill will make the use of Aadhaar for opening bank accounts 
and procuring mobile phone connections voluntary. 
 

RRB recruitment exams to be conducted in  
13 regional languages 
With a view to provide a level playing field and to expand 
employment possibilities of local youth, the Union 
government has announced that recruitment examination 
of Regional Rural Banks, RRBs will be conducted in  
13 regional languages in addition to English and Hindi. 
 

The examination of direct recruitment of Scale-1 officers 
and Office Assistant in RRBs will be conducted in regional 
languages too. 
 

‘Fashionova’, India’s first Design Development Centre 
launched in Surat, Gujarat 
India's first Design Development Center 'Fashionova' was 
launched in the Textile city Surat recently to promote the 
city in the field of the fashion design sector.  
 

Cabinet approves India-Maldives MoU for passenger, 
cargo services 
The Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval for the 
pact signed between India and Maldives to start 
passenger and cargo services via sea route. 
 

'Digital Udaan': Reliance Jio ties up with Facebook  
Reliance Jio ties up with Facebook for digital literacy 
initiative ‘Digital Udaan’.  
 

SCR commissions Longest Electrified Railway Tunnel 
in India 
South Central Railway (SCR), one of the 18 zones of 
Indian Railways has commissioned the longest electrified 
tunnel in Indian Railways.  
 

BSF launches operation ‘Sudarshan’ to fortify 
Pakistan border in Punjab and Jammu 
The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched a massive 
exercise, code named ‘Sudarshan’, to fortify the ‘anti-infiltration 
grid’ along the Pakistan border in Punjab and Jammu. 
 

DoT likely to start tracking system for lost mobiles 
next month  
The Union government will launch a technology solution 
next month to enable detection of lost or stolen mobile 
phones that are operating in the country.  
 

Tejas Express is first Lucknow-Delhi train to be run 
by private players 
The first train, operated by private players, to be run 
between Lucknow and Delhi will be the Tejas Express. 
The Railway Board is deliberating on a second such route, 
which too would be within the 500-km range. 
 

Cabinet approves bill to merge all labour laws into 
single code 
The Union Cabinet has approved a bill to merge 13 central 
labour laws into a single code which will apply to all 
establishments employing 10 or more workers. 
 

Lok Sabha passes New Delhi International Arbitration 
Centre Bill 
Lok Sabha has passed the New Delhi International 
Arbitration Centre Bill, 2019 by voice vote. It seeks to 
provide for the establishment and incorporation of New 
Delhi International Arbitration Centre, NDIAC for the 
purpose of creating an independent and autonomous 
regime for institutionalized arbitration. 
 

Govt accorded in principle approval for leasing of six 
airports: Minister 
The Union government has accorded in principle approval 
for leasing of six airports of Airports Authority of India for 
operation, management and development through Public 
Private Partnership. These airports are Ahmedabad, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, Guwahati, Thiruvananthapuram, and Mangaluru. 
 

Arun Kumar appointed as DGCA chief  
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved the appointment of Arun Kumar, Additional 
Secretary and Financial Advisor, Ministry of Civil Aviation 
as Director General in the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA). 
 

NFR’s ‘Plan Bee’ wins best innovation award  
The system developed by North East Frontier Railway 
(NFR) to keep wild elephants away from crossing the 
railway track by playing the amplified sound of buzzing of 
honey bees has won the best innovation award in Indian 
Railways for the year 2018-19. 
 

Bengal port records country’s highest sea level rise 
in 50 years  
Of the major ports in India, Diamond Harbour in West 
Bengal located at the mouth of river Hooghly has recorded 
the maximum sea level increase, according to data tabled 
in the Lok Sabha by the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
 

Centre prepares Rs 14,000 cr plan to reduce accidents 
on National Highways 
Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has 
said that the union government has prepared a 14 thousand 
crore rupees project to identify accident black spots and 
plug gaps on National Highways to reduce casualties. 
 

India lifted 271 million people out of poverty in  
10 years: UN 
The 2019 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 
from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the 
Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) 
was released. 
 

India has lifted 271 million people out of poverty between 
2006 and 2016, recording the fastest reductions in the 
multidimensional poverty index. 
 

Vikas Swarup appointed Secretary of Overseas Indian 
Affairs 
Senior diplomat Vikas Swarup has been appointed as 
Secretary, Overseas Indian Affairs. 
 

IWAI Ship Carrying Bhutanese Cargo flagged off from 
Assam to Bangladesh 
In a first ever movement of its kind, IWAI (Inland 
Waterways Authority of India) ship carrying Bhutanese 
cargo was flagged off from Dhubri in Assam to 
Narayanganj in Bangladesh over Brahmaputra River and 
the Indo Bangladesh Protocol Route. 
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Agri-Business Incubation Centre started in 
Chhattisgarh 
An Agri Business Incubation Centre has started in 
Chhattisgarh. The centre has been set up by the Union 
Agriculture Ministry in Indira Gandhi Agriculture University 
of Raipur.  
 

Meghalaya becomes 1st state to ensure water 
conservation 
Meghalaya became the first state in India to ensure the 
conservation of water and have own water policy following 
a nod given by the State Cabinet. 
 

IFFI's Golden Jubilee Edition to be held from Nov  
20 till 28 in Goa 
The Golden Jubilee Edition of International Film Festival 
of India, IFFI will be held from 20th Nov till 28th November 
2019 in Panaji, Goa.  
 

India is home to 1,256 species of orchid, says first 
comprehensive survey 
The Botanical Survey of India has come up with the first 
comprehensive census of orchids of India putting the  
total number of orchid species or taxa to 1,256.  
The 1,256 species or taxa of orchids belong to 155 genera 
and 388 species are endemic to India. 
 

Kalraj Mishra appointed Himachal Pradesh Governor, 
Acharya Devvrat shifted to Gujarat  
Senior BJP leader Kalraj Mishra has been appointed as 
the Governor of Himachal Pradesh, replacing Acharya 
Devvrat, who has been transferred and appointed as the 
Governor of Gujarat.  
 

12 Indian beaches in the race to crest the ‘Blue Flag’ 
challenge  
The Union Environment Ministry has selected 12 beaches 
in India to vie for a ‘Blue Flag’ certification, an international 
recognition conferred on beaches that meet certain 
criteria of cleanliness and environmental propriety.  
 

These beaches are at Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Bhogave 
(Maharashtra), Ghoghla (Diu), Miramar (Goa), Kasaragod 
and Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala), Eden 
(Puducherry), Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), Rushikonda 
(Andhra Pradesh), Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar 
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands). 
 

Extinction of Great Indian Bustard, Lesser Florican: 
SC forms panel to frame emergency plan 
Taking serious note of the alarming extinction of two 
Indian birds, Great Indian Bustard and the Lesser Florican 
(also known as the likh or kharmore), the Supreme Court 
of India has constituted a high powered committee to 
urgently frame and implement an emergency response 
plan for the protection of these species. 
 

India, Uzbekistan agree on effective information 
sharing mechanism to counter terror 
India and Uzbekistan have decided to expand counter 
terror partnership and strengthen information sharing and 
capacity building mechanism against the terror menace. 
 

India, Italy to set up fast-track mechanism to facilitate 
investment 
India and Italy have decided to set up a fast track 
mechanism to facilitate investors and companies. This 
fast-track system in Italy aims to identify and solve 
problems faced by Indian companies and investors. 
 

Defence Ministry suspends dealings with Swiss 
company  
The Defence Ministry has suspended business dealings 

with Pilatus of Switzerland for a year, over allegations of 
corruption in the supply of Basic Trainer Aircraft (BTA) for 
the Indian Air Force (IAF). 
 

Central Universities Bill cleared 
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Central Universities 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, for establishing a Central 
University and Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh.  
 

Bihar to help transgenders with Rs 1.5 lakh for sex 
change operation 
The Bihar government has said that it would provide 
money to transgender members who opt for sex change 
operations and also jail from six months to two years to 
those who refused to give them house on rents or violate 
their rights. 
 

Parliament passes National Investigation Agency 
(Amendment) Bill 
Parliament has passed the National Investigation Agency 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 with the Rajya Sabha approving 
it unanimously. The legislation aims at enhancing the 
jurisdiction of NIA to investigate scheduled offences 
committed outside India targeting Indians as well as 
Indian assets abroad. 
 

Cabinet approves setting up of National Medical 
Commission replacing Medical Council of India 
The Union Cabinet has approved National Medical 
Commission Bill, 2019. This bill provides for setting up of 
a National Medical Commission in place of Medical 
Council of India and repeal the Indian Medical Council  
Act 1956. 
 

CMs panel suggests linking of grants with reforms in 
agriculture sector 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has said 
that the central government should link grants and 
allocations made by the Finance Commission to states 
with the reforms in the agriculture sector.  
 

Centre approves proposal for early regulatory 
approval of transmission schemes identified for  
66.5 GW Renewable Energy projects 
In a major decision to fast track the deployment of 
Renewable Energy in the country, the Centre has 
approved a proposal for early regulatory approval by 
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) for 
transmission schemes identified for 66.5 Giga Watt 
National Renewable Energy Mission projects. 
 

MoU signed to eradicate TB by 2025 
The Union Health Ministry has signed an MoU with 
Ministries of Ayush, Defence and Railways to strengthen 
the efforts towards a TB-Free India by 2025.  
 

10th Jagran Film festival inaugurated in New Delhi 
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has inaugurated the 10th Jagran Film festival 
at Siri Fort Auditorium in New Delhi.  
 

HRD Minister releases UGC guide to student 
induction programme 
Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank has released the UGC Guide to 
Student Induction Programme - ''Deeksharambh'' in New 
Delhi.  
 

Amit Shah to lead ministers on Air India sale process 
Home Minister Amit Shah will head a reconstituted group 
of ministers (GoM) on Air India disinvestment. Transport 
Minister Nitin Gadkari has been dropped from the panel. 
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INS Sagardhwani flagged off from Kochi for  
SAGAR-MAITRI Mission-2 
INS Sagardhwani, an oceanographic research vessel of 
the Defence Research and Development Organisation, 
has embarked on a two-month-long SAGAR-MAITRI 
Mission-2 from Southern Naval Command in Kochi. 
 

Lok Sabha passes Protection of Human 
Rights(Amendment) Bill 
The Protection of Human Rights(Amendment) Bill  
2019 has been passed by voice vote in Lok Sabha. This 
amendment bill allows a Supreme Court judge besides 
the Chief Justice of India to be appointed the chairperson 
of National Human Rights Commission of India (NHRC) 
and increases the number of members from two to three. 
 

The bill provides that a person who has been Chief Justice 
or Judge of a High Court will be the chairperson of a State 
Human Rights Commission. 
 

International Police Expo 2019 held in New Delhi 
The International Police Expo 2019 on theme ‘Challenges 
to strengthen peace and security’ was organized at 
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.  
 

Sanjeev Kumar Singla appointed as India’s 
Ambassador to Israel 
Senior IFS officer Sanjeev Kumar Singla has been 
appointed as India's Ambassador to Israel.  
 

2004 batch IFS officer Vivek Kumar appointed Private 
Secretary to PM 
Vivek Kumar, a 2004 batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 
officer, has been appointed as Private Secretary (PS) to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  
 

New Governors appointed for six states including UP, 
WB & MP 
President has appointed Governors for six states. 
Governor of Uttar Pradesh-------------Anandi Ben Patel 
Governor of Madhya Pradesh---------Lal Ji Tandon 
Governor of Bihar---------------Phagu Chauhan 
Governor of West Bengal --------Jagdeep Dhankhar 
Governor of Tripura ------------- Ramesh Bais 
Governor of Nagaland----------R.N. Ravi  
 

India, China to carry out major military exercise ‘Hand 
in Hand’ 
Continuing to expand military to military engagements, 
India and Chinawill be carrying out a major military 
exercise called ‘Hand-in-Hand’ in Umroi, Meghalaya. 
 

Culture Minister inaugurates architectural 
illumination of Safdarjung Tomb 
Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the 
architectural illumination of the historic Safdarjung Tomb 
in New Delhi. 
 

Chandrayaan-2 successfully launched 
India successfully launched its second moon mission 
Chandrayaan-2 from its most powerful rocket with a plan 
to land the rover on September 7 in the unexplored lunar 
south pole.  
 

The 43.43-metre tall three-stage rocket GSLV-MkIII-M1 
dubbed as ''Baahubali'' for its ability to carry heavy 
payloads, successfully placed the Chandrayaan-2 in the 
Earth orbit. 
 

Acharya Devvrat takes oath as new Governor of 
Gujarat 
Acharya Devvrat took the oath as a new Governor of 
Gujarat.  
 

M.M. Naravane to be next Vice-Chief of Army  
Lieutenant-General M.M. Naravane, currently General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Army Command, 
has been appointed the next Vice-Chief of the Army Staff 
in a series of changes in the Army’s top brass. 
 

Lucknow to host arms show DefExpo in February 
The Union Defence Ministry has selected Lucknow to 
conduct Asia's biggest defence exhibition in 2020 from 
February 5th to 8th next year. The theme of the DefExpo 
India- 2020 is ‘India: The Emerging Defence 
Manufacturing Hub’ and focus will be on ‘Digital 
Transformation of Defence’. 
 

Lok Sabha passes Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 
The Lok Sabha has passed the Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment), Bill, 2019 by voice vote. The bill seeks to 
amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 to provide for road 
safety.  
 

Provisions related to increasing penalties of traffic 
violations, addressing issues on third-party insurance, 
regulation of cab aggregators and road safety are 
proposed in the amendment. 
 

Govt sets target for installation of Solar projects of 
40,000 MW by 2022 
The government has set a target for the installation of 
Rooftop Solar projects of forty thousand MegaWatt by 
2022 in the country. 
 

Andhra Pradesh Becomes First State to Reserve  
75% Private Jobs for Local Youths 
Andhra Pradesh became the first state to reserve private 
jobs for local youth after the assembly passed the Andhra 
Pradesh Employment of Local Candidates in 
Industries/Factories Act, 2019, which reserves 75 per cent 
jobs in industrial units, factories, joint ventures and 
projects set up under public-private partnership mode. 
 

Kumaraswamy submits resignation to Governor after 
losing confidence motion 
Karnataka Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy has 
submitted his resignation to Governor Vajubhai Vala 
shortly after losing the confidence motion in the Assembly.  
 

Ajay Bhalla to be Home Secretary  
Current Secretary, Ministry of Power, Ajay Kumar Bhalla 
has been appointed Officer on Special Duty (OSD) to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs with immediate effect.  
 

GoM on sexual harassment at workplace 
reconstituted 
The Union government has reconstituted the Group of 
Ministers (GoM) looking after the issues of how to prevent 
sexual harassment at workplace and strengthen legal 
frameworks with Home Minister Amit Shah replacing his 
predecessor Rajnath Singh. 
 

Centre notifies pension scheme for small traders  
The Centre’s pension scheme for small traders has been 
notified. 
 

Under the scheme, those who are self-employed and 
working as shop-owners, retail traders, rice mill owners, 
oil mill owners, workshop owners, commission agents, 
real estate brokers, small hotel owners, restaurant owners 
and other small traders will be eligible for pension.  
 

20th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas being 
celebrated on July 26 
The 20th Anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas is being 
celebrated on July 26. 
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BANKING & ECONOMY 

NATIONAL 

Parliament passes RTI (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
Parliament has passed the Right to Information 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 
 

This Bill seeks to empower the Centre to make rules to 
decide the tenure, salary, allowances and other terms of 
service of Information Commissioners of the Central 
Information Commission and also of State Information 
Commissions. 
 

Triple Talaq Bill passed in Lok Sabha 
Lok Sabha has passed the contentious Triple  
Talaq- Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill 2019.  
 

The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, 
attracting up to three years’ imprisonment with a fine. 
 

Yediyurappa takes oath as Karnataka CM 
BJP leader B S Yediyurappa was sworn in as Chief 
Minister of Karnataka. He is the only person to be sworn 
in as chief minister for the fourth time in the history of 
Karnataka. 
 

Govt approves national permit scheme for inter-state 
travel for bus operators 
Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari said, the 
government has approved the national permit scheme for 
inter-state travel for bus operators. 
 

IPS officer VK Johri appointed as next BSF DG  
Senior IPS officer VK Johri has been appointed the next 
Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF).  
 

India, Benin sign MoUs in various field 
India and Benin have signed four MoUs on education, 
health and e-visa facilities during President Ram Nath 
Kovind's official state visit to the West African country. 
 

India, Mozambique sign 2 MoUs to strengthen 
defence cooperation  
India and Mozambique signed two Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to strengthen defence cooperation. 
These two MoUs include an agreement on sharing white 
shipping information and another on co-operation in the 
field of Hydrography. 
 

India, Myanmar sign MoU on defence co-operation  
India and Myanmar have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on defence co-operation.  
 

This MoU was signed in New Delhi after the talks between 
Minister of State for Defence, Shripad Yesso Naik and 
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services of Myanmar. 
 

Yediyurappa wins trust vote 
The three-day-old BJP government in Karnataka headed 
by Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa proved its majority 
with ease in the Assembly on Monday by winning the 
confidence motion by voice vote.  
 

Tiger population in India doubles four years before 
deadline 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released the All India 
Tiger Estimation Report 2018 and said the country has 
emerged as of one of the biggest and safest habitats for 
tigers in the world.  
 

According to the report. the tiger population in the country 
has grown from 1,400 in 2014 to 2,977 in 2019 
 

Shah to head group to combat lynching  
An empowered Group of Ministers (GoM) constituted last 
year to suggest measures to combat lynchings will 
continue functioning. It will be headed by Home Minister 
Amit Shah, 
 

Govt sets 100% digitization target of all Waqf 
properties in its first 100 days 
The Union government has set a target to achieve 100 per 
cent digitization of waqf properties across the country in 
its first 100 days. 
 

NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission to launch 
Community Innovation Programme 
Giving a boost to innovation in India, NITI Aayog’s flagship 
initiative, Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is all set to 
introduce a new program for community innovation in the 
National Capital. 
 

The purpose of this new initiative is to make innovation 
ecosystem socially inclusive as well as to ensure equitable 
distribution of infrastructure for innovation across the country. 
 

Triple Talaq Bill sails through Rajya Sabha  
The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill, 2019, better known as the Triple Talaq Bill, was 
passed in the Rajya Sabha. The ruling BJP comfortably 
managed the number in favour of the legislation, which 
criminalizes instant divorce by Muslim men. 
 

Rajiv Kumar to be new Finance Secretary 
Senior IAS officer Rajiv Kumar will be the new Finance 
Secretary. The approval was given by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet. 
 

India, Russia sign Rs 1,500 crore deal for air-to-air 
missiles to be used by Su-30  
India has signed a deal worth around Rs 1,500 crore to 
acquire R-27 air-to-air missiles from Russia to be 
equipped on the Su-30MKI combat aircraft.   
 

Culture Minister announces to include Nepali, 
Santhali in fellowships for Artistes 
Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel has announced to 
include Nepali and Santhali language in the Sub-Field of 
Field Literature in the scheme component ‘Award of 
Senior/Junior Fellowships to Outstanding Artistes in the 
Fields of Culture. 
 

Odisha gets a GI tag for its own rasgulla  
Odisha's famous sweet rasgulla had received  
a Geographical Indication tag.  
 

Assam’s Rare Manohari Gold Tea Sold for Rs 50,000 
Per kg in a Public Auction 
A special and rare variety of tea from Assam, Manohari 
Gold tea, was sold at a record-breaking price of Rs 50,000 
per kg under the pan-India auction system at the 
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre in Guwahati.  
 

Rajya Sabha MP D Raja appointed as CPI General Secy 
Rajya Sabha MP D Raja was appointed as the General 
Secretary of CPI.  Raja will replace incumbent Sudhakar 
Reddy who has decided to step down from the post due 
to health reasons.  
 

June 23rd is National Broadcasting day  
June 23rd is observed as  National Broadcasting day every 
year.  
 

 

 
 
 
Fund transfer through RTGS, NEFT set to get cheaper 
from July 1 
Fund transfer through Real-Time Gross Settlement 
(RTGS) and National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) 
systems is set to become cheaper after the Reserve Bank 
of India decided it will not impose any charges on such 
transactions from July 1. 
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The transaction cost comprises two components-RBI’s 
charges plus banks’ services charges based on the 
infrastructure cost they incur. While the share of RBI’s levy 
goes away, bank charges would continue to exist. 
 

Money in Swiss banks: India moves down in the list, 
ranks 74 
India has moved down one place to 74th rank in terms of 
money parked by its citizens and enterprises with Swiss 
banks, while the UK has retained its top position, as per 
data released by the central banking authority of 
Switzerland.  
 

Foreign investors pump over Rs 10,000 crore in June 
Foreign investors have infused over 10,000 crore rupees 
into the Indian capital markets in June and remained net 
buyers for the fifth month in a row on expectations of 
continued economic reforms. 
 

GST collection dips below ₹1 lakh crore  
According to data released by the union government, 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections narrowly 
missed crossing the ₹1 lakh-crore mark in June 2019, 
coming in at ₹99,939 crore. 
 

Govt to introduce new return system for GST on trial 
basis  
The Union government will  introduce the new return 
system on a trial basis on the second anniversary of 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) July 1st. It will come into 
force from 1st of October this year on a mandatory basis. 
 

Karnam Sekar takes over as Indian Overseas Bank 
MD and CEO 
Public sector Indian Overseas Bank has elevated Karnam 
Sekar as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer with immediate effect, replacing  
R Subramaniakumar. 
 

IMF's Lagarde nominated as president of European 
Central Bank 
European leaders have nominated  Christine Lagarde to 
become the next president of the European Central Bank. 
She has decided to temporarily step down from the IMF 
leadership during the nomination period. 
 

NS Vishwanathan gets one year extension as  
RBI Deputy Governor 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved re-appointment of NS Vishwanathan as the 
deputy governor for a period of one more year with effect 
from July 4 this year. 
 

Number of bank fraud declines to 6,735 in 2018-19, 
says FM Nirmala Sitharaman 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the 
bank fraud incidence involving over Rs 1 lakh has 
declined to 6,735 in 2018-19 as compared to 9,866 in the 
previous fiscal. 
 

Ola Electric gets $250 mn from SoftBank, becomes 
India's newest unicorn 
Ola's electric vehicle arm, Ola Electric Mobility has 
secured a funding of over Rs 1,725 crore (about  
$250 million) from SoftBank. SoftBank is also the single 
largest investor in Ola. 
 

High trading costs impact liquidity of Indian equities: 
study  
As per the latest analysis by the World Bank, the turnover 
ratio of the Indian stock market had fallen from 143 in 
2008 to 58 in 2018.  
 

As per the World Bank report, India’s turnover ratio fell by 
nearly 60% between 2008 and 2018, the fall had been the 
highest among most leading markets of the world.  
 

IMF approves $6 billion loan for Pakistan 
The IMF has approved a USD 6 billion loan over a period 
of three years for cash-strapped Pakistan, aimed at 
returning sustainable growth to the country's fragile 
economy and improve the standards of living. 
 

Eight core sectors record growth of 5.1% in May  
According to Commerce and Industry Ministry data, the 
eight core sectors in the country have recorded a growth 
of 5.1 per cent in May on the back of healthy output in 
steel and electricity. 
 

Economic Survey projects 7% GDP growth in current 
fiscal 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has tabled the 
Economic Survey 2018-19, prepared by Chief Economic 
Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian, in the Parliament.  
 

Duty Free shops at Dubai airports to accept Indian 
currency 
Dubai Duty Free has announced that Indian Rupee will 
now be an accepted currency at all the retail outlets of the 
Dubai airport.  
 

Bangladesh, China sign 9 instruments on various 
sectors  
Bangladesh and China have signed nine instruments in 
different sectors ranging from aid for the Rohingyas and 
economic and technical cooperation, investment, power, 
culture and tourism. 
 

RBI forms working group to review regulatory norms 
on core investment firms  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted  
a working group to review the regulatory guidelines and 
supervisory framework applicable for core investment 
companies (CIC). 
 

The working group will be headed by Tapan Ray,  
non-executive chairman of Central Bank of India and 
former secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
 

ArcelorMittal’s ₹42,000-crore bid for Essar Steel gets 
NCLAT nod 
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
has approved the resolution plan submitted by Lakshmi 
Mittal-led ArcelorMittal for Essar Steel India, would get  
Rs 12,000 crore 
 

IMF appoints economist David Lipton as interim 
leader, replacing Lagarde 
American economist David Lipton will serve as interim 
leader of the International Monetary Fund, replacing 
Christine Lagarde who was nominated to head the 
European Central Bank. 
 

Recovery under IBC higher at 43%’ 
The Economic Survey for 2018-19 pointed out that the 
recovery by financial creditors has seen a significant rise 
after the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) kicked in 
compared with the previous recovery regimes like  
Debt Recovery Tribunal, Lok Adalat and SARFAESI Act. 
 

Between 2007 and 2017, recovery from all those other 
sources was 23% while the same was 43% under the  
IBC between 2017-19 
 

Union Budget 2019  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has presented the 
maiden budget of Narendra Modi 2.0 government in the 
Lok Sabha.  
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Highlights of the Union Budget: 
1. PAN and Aadhaar will become interchangeable. 

Aadhaar number can be used to file I-T Returns soon. 
2. Fiscal deficit in FY 19 at 3.3% of the GDP.  
3. ₹5 lakh minimum limit announced for taxpayers 

additional 3% surcharge on an income of Rs 2 crore; 
additional 7% on Rs 5 crore and above.  

4. To resolve the angel tax issue, startups will not be 
subject to any scrutiny in respect to valuation.  

5. TDS of 2% on cash withdrawals exceeding ₹1 crore 
in a year from bank accounts, to discourage business 
payments in cash. 

6. ₹70,000 crore in recapitalisation for public sector banks. 
7. ₹1.05 lakh crore disinvestment target for the year. 
8. Government to complete the dedicated freight 

corridor project by 2022. 
9. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana phase 3 is 

envisaged to upgrade 1,25,000 km of road length 
over the next 5 years.  

10. New Jal Shakti ministry will work with states to ensure 
Har Ghar Jal for all rural houses by 2024.   

11. Stress on zero-budget farming. 
12. Pension benefit will be extended to 3 crore retail 

traders under PM Karam Yogi Maan Dhan Scheme.   
13. ₹1 crore worth of loans proposed to MSMEs. New 

payment platform for MSMEs to be created.  
14. Investment by FIIs and FDIs in debt securities in 

infrastructure debt funds to be allowed.  
15. Govt to open FDI in aviation, insurance, animation 

AVGC and media.  
16. Minimum public shareholding in listed companies can 

be increased from 25% to 35%. 
 

French lawmakers approve 3% tax on online giants 
In France, the lower house of parliament has approved  
a small, pioneering tax on internet giants like Google, 
Amazon and Facebook. This bill foresees a 3 per cent tax 
on the French revenues of digital companies with global 
revenue of more than 750 million Euros. 
 

Nasscom, NSDC launch global Cloud computing 
challenge 
IT industry’s apex body Nasscom announced that it is 
organising ‘WorldSkills India’s International Cloud 
Computing Challenge 2019’ in partnership with the 
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). 
 

1st-ever India International Cooperatives Trade Fair to 
be held in India 
The First Ever India International Cooperatives Trade Fair 
(IICTF) will be held at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.  
It scheduled from 11th till 13th October 2019.  
 

Karnataka Bank launches web tool for NPA recovery 
process 
Karnataka Bank Ltd has launched the web tool  
‘Vasool So-Ft’ (Vasool So-Fast) for digitalising the  
Non-Performing Asset recovery process of the bank. 
 

PNB detects Rs 3,800-cr fraud by Bhushan Power  
& Steel Ltd, reports to RBI 
Public sector lender Punjab National Bank has detected  
a fraud of more than Rs 3,800 crore by Bhushan Power  
& Steel Ltd (BPSL) and has reported it to the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI). 
 

RBI board finalises ‘Utkarsh 2022’ 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has finalised  
a three- year roadmap to improve regulation and 
supervision, among other functions of the central bank. 
This medium term strategy — named Utkarsh 2022 is in 

line with the global central banks’ plan to strengthen the 
regulatory and supervisory mechanism. 
 

SEBI gets teeth to probe new-age cases  
The Finance Bill, 2019 has given the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) new powers to act 
against entities that tamper or destroy electronic 
databases or fail to furnish information when sought by 
the capital markets regulator, SEBI, who can now also 
impose penalties of up to ₹1 crore on brokers for certain 
violations. 
 

India has stricter regulatory norms: Basel  
The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) norms on large 
exposures for banks are not only compliant with the Basel 
requirements, but they are stricter in some areas as well, 
according to the findings of the Basel Committee on 
Banking Supervision. 
 

The large exposures framework applies to all scheduled 
commercial banks apart from regional rural banks in India. 
 

Banks reported 44,016 frauds in last 11 years  
According to data provided by the Finance Ministry, banks 
have reported 44,016 frauds amounting to ₹1.85 lakh 
crore in the last 11 years since 2008-09. 
 

RIL races past TCS to become most valued firm by m-cap 
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) went past Tata Consultancy 
Services to become the most-valued firm in terms of 
market valuation. RIL's market capitalisation (m-cap) was 
at Rs 8,11,048.27 crore at the close of trade on July 9, 
which was Rs 11,246.23 crore more than that of  
Tata Consultancy Services' (TCS) Rs 7,99,802.04 crore 
valuation on the BSE. 
 

RBI panel moots change in timings for foreign 
exchange market  
An internal committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
which was set up to review timings of different financial 
markets, suggested that the foreign exchange market 
could function from 9 am to 9 pm. At present, the currency 
market works from 9 am to 5 pm. 
 

India Inc.’s FDI down over two times to $820 mn  
in June  
According to data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
India Inc.’s foreign direct investment in June fell by over 
two times from a year ago to $820.36 million. The outward 
foreign direct investment (OFDI) by the Indian firms stood 
at $2.29 billion in the year-ago same month. 
 

Govt. to buy ‘untested’ goods to aid start-ups  
The Central government has proposed to relax the 
General Financial Rules (GFR) to enable all government 
organisations to accept untested innovative goods and 
services solutions from start-ups. 
 

Balances in Jan Dhan accounts cross Rs 1 lakh crore 
The value of balances in bank accounts opened under the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has crossed 
the Rs 1 lakh crore mark, as per updated data on the 
scheme’s website. A total of 36.06 crore beneficiaries held 
balances worth Rs 1,00,496 crore as on July 3, 2019.  
 

Housing affordability worsened over past 4 years:  
RBI survey  
A Reserve Bank of India survey showed that housing 
affordability has worsened in four years with Mumbai 
being the least affordable.  
 

Housing affordability worsened over the past 4 years as 
the house price-to-income (HPTI) ratio increased from 
56.1 in March 2015 to 61.5 in March 2019  
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Mumbai remains the least affordable city in India, while 
Bhubaneswar remains the most affordable city.  
 

Long-term motor insurance cover only for new cars, 
bikes  
Insurance regulator IRDAI has clarified that the long-term 
motor insurance products it had permitted general 
insurers to offer while implementing the Supreme Court’s 
directions in a case last year, applied only to new private 
cars and new two-wheelers. 
 

India's Anshula Kant is World Bank MD and CFO 
The World Bank Group announced that Anshula Kant, an 
Indian national, has been appointed its next MD and CFO. 
Ms. Kant will be the first woman CFO of the Bank. 
 

Accenture names Julie Sweet as new CEO 
Accenture announced the appointment of Julie Sweet, as 
its new CEO and David Rowland, currently interim CEO, 
as Executive Chairman. 
 

AIIB to provide $100 million loan to L&T Infrastructure 
Finance 
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) will give  
a $100-million loan to L&T Infrastructure Finance Company 
for wind and solar infrastructure projects in India.  
 

This is the first time AIIB is extending a loan to  
a non-banking finance company. 
 

China GDP growth slows to 6.2 pc, weakest in  
27 years 
China's economic growth slowed to a record low of 6.2 per 
cent in the second quarter of this year. This is the weakest 
growth rate in nearly three decades for the world's 
second-largest economy. 
 

Zimbabwe annual inflation rate hits 175 pc in June 
Zimbabwe's annual inflation rate hit 175 per cent in June, 
stoking fears of a return of the hyperinflation that wiped 
out savings ten years ago when the economy collapsed. 
 

RBI fines Union Bank, SBI for flouting norms 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has penalised State 
Bank of India and Union Bank of India for violating certain 
regulatory guidelines. 
 

Trade deficit shrinks 8% in June  
According to the Commerce Ministry data, India’s trade 
deficit narrowed by nearly 8% to $15.28 billion during the 
last month, as against $16.6 billion in June 2018,  
 

WPI inflation eases to 2% in June  
Wholesale inflation cooled to a 23-month low of 2.02% in 
June from 2.45% in May as prices rose at a slower pace 
for vegetables and manufactured products, and dropped 
for fuel and power. 
 

Christine Lagarde resigns as managing director of IMF 
International Monetary Fund, IMF managing director 
Christine Lagarde has resigned ahead of a decision on 
her nomination to become head of the European Central 
Bank, ECB. 
 

Cabinet extends 15th Finance Commission's term up 
to Nov 30 
The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of the term 
of Fifteenth Finance Commission up to 30th November this 
year and broadened the ambit of its recommendation to 
include funds for defence and internal security. 
 

Lok Sabha clears Appropriation Bill  
The Lok Sabha has passed the Appropriation (No.2)  
Bill-2019 allowing the Union government to withdraw 
₹98.18 lakh crore from the Consolidated Fund of India to 
meet its expenditure during 2019-20.  
 

RBI reserves: panel for transfer in tranches  
The Bimal Jalan panel that was set up to review the 
economic capital framework of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has decided to recommend transfer of surplus 
reserves to the government in a staggered manner over 
three-five years based on a predetermined formula. 
 

Cabinet approves eight amendments to IBC for easier 
resolution 
The Union cabinet has cleared major changes to the 
bankruptcy law that will enforce a strict 330-day timeline 
for the insolvency resolution process, including any legal 
challenges, and uphold secured creditors’ priority right on 
the sale or liquidation proceeds of bankrupt companies. 
 

L&T’s Naik is non-executive chairman of Mindtree  
L&T patriarch AM Naik has been appointed the non-
executive chairman of Mindtree effective July 18, 2019. 
 

Ebix acquires Yatra Online in a Rs. 2,300-crore transaction 
U.S.-headquartered Ebix, a provider of on-demand 
software and e-commerce services, announced the 
acquisition of homegrown travel portal Yatra Online for 
$337.8 million (more than ₹2,300 crore).  
 

ADB cuts India’s GDP growth forecast to 7 per cent 
for FY20 
Asian Development Bank has lowered India's GDP growth 
forecast to 7 per cent for the current year on the back of 
fiscal shortfall concerns.  
 

Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill 2019 
The Lok Sabha has passed the Finance Bill, 2019 after 
approving more than two dozen official amendments,  
by voice vote, thus completing the Budgetary exercise for 
2019-20 in the Lower House.  
 

G7 Finance Ministers agree plan for taxing digital 
companies 
G7 Finance Ministers meeting in France have agreed  
a plan for taxing digital companies such as Facebook and 
Google that will set a minimum level of taxation for them.  
 

SEBI opposes Centre’s proposal to transfer surplus 
money to CFI  
The Union government’s proposal to transfer surplus 
money with the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) to the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI) has met 
with a strong opposition from the regulatory body. 
 

EU Fines Chipmaker Qualcomm $271 Million for 
'Predatory' Pricing 
The EU hit US chipmaking giant Qualcomm with an 
antitrust fine of EUR 242 million ($271 billion), in another 
blow against a tech titan that is fighting competition battles 
in Asia and the US.  
 

India's forex reserves fall by USD 1.113 bn to USD 
428.797 bn 
According to the latest weekly RBI data, India's foreign 
exchange reserves declined by USD 1.113 billion to USD 
428.797 billion in the week to July 12 - the first fall after 
four consecutive weeks of gains - due to a fall in foreign 
currency assets.   
 

Foreign currency assets, which is a major component of 
the overall reserves, slipped by USD 1.11 billion to USD 
399.697 billion. 
 

RIL reports slowest growth in 10 quarters, Q1 net at 
₹10,104 cr.  
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) reported a 6.8% growth 
in its first quarter net profit to ₹10,104 crore, the slowest 
growth in 10 quarters. 
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China allows more foreign investment in financial sector 
China has lifted some restrictions on foreign investment in 
the financial sector.  
 

The Financial Stability and Development Committee said 
China will remove shareholding limits on foreign 
ownership of securities, insurance and fund management 
firms in 2020. 
 

Aditya Birla Payments Bank shuts operations  
18 months after launch 
Aditya Birla Payments Bank, a venture between Idea 
Cellular and Aditya Birla Nuvo, has shut down its operations. 
As the payments bank struggled to garner deposits.  
 

NPA declined, says Finance Minister in Lok Sabha 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said the gross 
Non-Performing Assets (NPA) have declined from eight 
lakh 95 thousand 601 crore rupees as on 31st of March 
2018 to seven lakh 89 thousand 569 crore rupees as on 
31st of March 2019.  
 

World Bank continues to support Andhra Pradesh 
with over $1 bn programme 
The World Bank, which has dropped a loan proposal for 
Amaravati project, said it continues to support Andhra 
Pradesh with an over one billion USD programme that 
covers the health, agriculture, energy and disaster 
management sectors. 
 

Inter-Ministerial Committee recommends ban on 
crypto-currencies in India 
The committee set up to look into the legality of 
cryptocurrencies and blockchain has submitted its report 
to the Finance Ministry and recommended that private 
cryptocurrencies be banned completely in India. 
 

FDI inflow registered growth of 79% during last 6 years 
According the Union Commerce Ministry data, Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) inflow has increased during the 
last six years from 36.05 billion US Dollars in 2013-14 to 
64.38 billion US Dollars in 2018-19, registering a growth 
of 79 per cent. 
 

RBI names Kanungo to run monetary policy portfolio  
With the exit of Viral Acharya, the Reserve Bank rejigged 
portfolios of the other three deputy governors giving the 
important monetary policy and forecasting department to 
B P Kanungo. 
 

IMF lowers India’s growth forecast for 2019-20 to  
7% from 7.3% 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) further cut its 
annual growth forecast for India, as the economy is now 
expected to expand 7% in the year ending 31 March 2020. 
 

It also cut India’s growth forecast in 2020-21 to 7.2% from 
the previous estimate of 7.5%. 
 

India jumps 5 places to 52nd rank in Global Innovation 
Index 2019 
India has jumped five places to rank 52 in the Global 
Innovation Index 2019, up from the 57 it had in last year’s 
rankings. 
 

According to the index, Switzerland is the most innovative 
economy, followed by Sweden, US, Netherlands and 
United Kingdom. 
 

DCC okays ₹3,050 cr. penalty on Airtel, Vodafone Idea  
The Digital Communications Commission (DCC) has 
approved the cumulative penalty of ₹3,050 crore that 
regulator TRAI had imposed on Bharti Airtel and Vodafone 
Idea for not providing points of interconnection to Reliance 
Jio when it entered the market.  
 

PMO asks FinMin to reassess overseas sovereign 
bond issue 
The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) wants the finance 
ministry to reassess the idea of issuing foreign currency 
overseas sovereign bonds. The office has asked the 
finance ministry to seek wider consultation from 
stakeholders before proceeding with any plans. 
 

US economy grew more slowly in 2018 than 
previously estimated 
The US government stated that their economy grew more 
slowly in 2018 than it previously estimated, missing 
President Donald Trump's target of 3%. Revised official 
figures show that GDP expanded by 2.5% during 2018. 
 

Yes Bank picks up 18.55% in Cox & Kings  
Yes Bank has acquired 18.55% stake in travel and tour 
operator Cox & Kings by invoking pledged shares. 
 

GST Council reduces rate on Electric Vehicles by 7%  
The GST Council has decided to reduce GST Rate on 
Electrical Vehicles from 12 per cent to 5 per cent. 
 

Apple gets into 5G race; acquires Intel phone modem 
business for $1 billion  
American technology company Apple has announced the 
acquisition of chip-maker Intel's smartphone modem 
business for $1 billion.  
 

Parliament passes bill to ban unregulated deposit 
schemes 
Parliament has passed the Banning of Unregulated 
Deposit Schemes Bill 2019 with the Rajya Sabha 
approving it unanimously.  
 

The bill seeks to provide for a comprehensive mechanism 
to ban the unregulated deposit schemes other than 
deposits taken in the ordinary course of businesses and 
to protect the interest of depositors. 
 

Govt. extends indemnity to successful bidders  
under IBC 
Extending indemnity to successful bidders of companies 
that have defaulted on loans, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said the government would not initiate any 
criminal proceedings against those who buy out  
a bankrupt company and no tax claim would be raised 
against them after implementation of a resolution plan. 
 

Parliament passes Companies (Amendment) Bill 
Parliament has passed the Companies (Amendment) Bill, 
2019, with the Rajya Sabha approving it today.  
 

The Bill seeks to amend the Companies Act, 2013. It aims 
to tighten Corporate Social Responsibility-CSR 
compliance, transfer certain responsibilities to National 
Company Law Tribunal and recategorise certain offences 
as civil offences. 
 

RBI relaxes External Commercial Borrowing norms 
for corporates, non-banking lenders 
The Reserve Bank of India has relaxed norms on end-use 
of funds raised via external commercial borrowings, 
making it more attractive and viable for corporates 
including non-banking finance companies to raise 
cheaper offshore funds. 
 

Govt. did not try out GST system before rollout: CAG  
The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), in its first 
ever audit of the Goods and Services Tax, has said the 
union government had failed to try out the system before 
its rollout, leading to inadequate compliance mechanisms, 
and lower tax revenues. 
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                                         10 
 

AWARDS 

NA

TI

O

N

A

L 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

Indian IT companies contributed USD 57.2 bn to 
American GDP in 2017 
Indian IT companies contributed USD 57.2 billion to the 
GDP of the US in 2017, India’s top diplomat in the  
US Harsh Vardhan Shringla said. 
 

CBDT celebrates Aaykar Diwas 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is celebrating 
the 159th Income Tax Day on 24th July. 
 

National GST Day: July 1st  
1st July 2019 is being celebrated as GST (Goods  
& Services Tax) Day. This year marks the 2nd anniversary 
of implementation of historic tax reform of Goods  
& Services Tax.  
 
 
 
 
USISPF to honor Wipro’s Azim Premji, Mastercard 
CEO Ajay Banga 
US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) has 
selected MasterCard CEO and President Ajay Banga and 
Wipro Chairman Azim Premji for its 2019 Global 
Excellence Awards.  
 

Nagarkirtan: wins Best Feature Film award at SAARC 
film festival 
Director Kaushik Ganguly’s Bengali outing Nagarkirtan, 
has won big at prestigious 2019’s SAARC (South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation) film festival, 
bagging 4 awards in total, including Best Feature Film. 
 

SAARC Film Festival is held by SAARC Cultural Centre in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
 

4 eminent personalities selected for the prestigious 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellow 
The Sangeet Natak Akademi has named four eminent 
personalities in the field of performing arts - tabla virtuoso 
Zakir Hussain, dancer Sonal Mansingh, dancer and 
choreographer Jatin Goswami and Bharatnatyam 
exponent K. Kalyanasundaram Pillai - for the prestigious 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellow or Akademi Ratna 
awards. 
 

Govt's ''Find the Incredible You'' campaign wins  
PATA award 
"Find the Incredible You" campaign of the Indian  Tourism 
Ministry, has won the Pacific Asia Travel Association 
(PATA) Gold Award, 2019.The campaign won the award 
under the "Marketing - Primary Government Destination" 
category. 
 

Sand Artist Sudarsan Pattnaik Wins People's Choice 
Award In US 
Renowned Indian sand artist and Padma Awardee 
Sudarsan Pattnaik has won the People's Choice Award at 
a prestigious sand sculpting festival in the US, wowing the 
American public with his sculpture that highlighted the 
message of combating plastic pollution in oceans. 

 
 
 
 

Donald Trump becomes first sitting US President to 
enter North Korea 
US President Donald Trump has became the first sitting 
US president to set foot in North Korea when he met its 
leader, Kim Jong Un, in the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) 
between the two Koreas and agreed to resume stalled 
nuclear talks. 
 

Amazon's Jeff Bezos pays whopping $38 billion to 
wife MacKenzie Bezos in divorce settlement 
MacKenzie Bezos, wife of the world' richest man Jeff 
Bezos for 26 years, is set to walk away with a whopping 
$38 billion in the world's biggest divorce settlement with 
the Amazon Founder and CEO. 
 

MacKenzie, an author, will now become the world's  
fourth-richest woman.  
 

Momir Bulatovic, former President Of Montenegro 
passed away 
Momir Bulatovic, who was the president of Montenegro 
during the turbulent breakup of the former Yugoslavia, 
died at age 62. 
 

Auto Industry Giant Lee Iacocca, Dead at 94 
Lee Iacocca, who ran both Ford and Chrysler at different 
times in his storied career and fathered the Mustang and 
minivan brands, died.  
 

Birla Group patriarch BK Birla passes away 
Industrialist Basant Kumar Birla has passed away at the 
age of 98. The patriarch was Chairman of the BK Birla 
Group of Companies, the Krishnarpan Charity Trust and  
a host of educational institutions. 
 

INCOIS Director elected to UNESCO body 
The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information 
Services (INCOIS) Director Satheesh Shenoi has been 
unanimously elected Vice-Chair (Group IV), of the 
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission for 2019-2021. 

 
Former Uttarakhand Governor Sudershan Agarwal 
Dies At 88 
Former Uttarakhand Governor Sudershan Agarwal died 
after prolonged illness at a hospital in New Delhi.  
 

Conservative leader Mitsotakis takes oath as Greece PM  
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, leader of Greece's conservative New 
Democracy party, was sworn in as Greece's new prime 
minister after winning national snap elections.  
 

Billionaire and former presidential candidate Ross 
Perot dies at 89 
Billionaire businessman, philanthropist and independent 
presidential candidate Ross Perot is dead at 89. Perot, 
who ran for president in 1992 and 1996, died after  
a five-month battle with leukemia. 
 

Bangladesh's former military dictator Ershad passes 
away 
Bangladesh's former president Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad passed away.  
 

Computer password inventor Fernando Corbato dies 
at 93 
Computer pioneer Fernando Corbato, who first used 
passwords to protect user accounts, has died aged 93. 
 

Ursula von der Leyen elected first female European 
commission president  
Ursula von der Leyen has been confirmed as the 
European commission’s first female president and the first 
German in the job for more than 50 years. 
 

Mumbai terror attack mastermind Hafiz Saeed 
arrested in Pakistan 
Mumbai terror attack mastermind and Jama'at-ud-Da'wah 
Chief Hafiz Saeed was arrested by the Counter-Terrorism 
Department (CTD) of Pakistan's Punjab Province. 
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Saravana Bhavan founder Rajagopal, facing life term 
for murder, dies 
Saravana Bhavan owner P Rajagopal, who was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in a murder case, died at 
a private hospital.  
 

He was the founder of the popular South Indian food chain 
Saravana Bhavan.  
 

Former Delhi CM Sheila Dikshit passes away 
Three-time Delhi Chief Minister and senior Congress 
leader Shiela Dixit passed away in New Delhi.  Dikshit 
served at the Chief Minister of Delhi for a period of  
15 years from 1998 to 2013.  
 

MHA extends Taslima Nasreen's residence permit by 
one year 
The Union Home Ministry has extended the residence 
permit of Bangladeshi author Taslima Nasreen by one 
year.  Her residence permit has been further extended till 
July 2020. 
 

IAEA chief Yukiya Amano passes away 
Former Japanese diplomat and International Atomic 
Energy Agency Chief Yukiya Amano died at 72.  
 

Johnson to take over as Prime Minister of Britain 
The new leader of Conservative party Boris Johnson will 
take over as Prime Minister of Britain. 
 

Mr Johnson won a decisive victory over Foreign Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt for the party's leadership. 
 

Li Peng: former Chinese premier known as 'Butcher 
of Beijing' dies aged 90 
Former Chinese premier and chairman of the National 
People’s Congress Standing Committee, Li Peng passed 
away. 
 

He was also known as the “Butcher of Beijing” for his role 
in the Tiananmen Square crackdown. 
 

Indian origin Priti Patel appointed as Britain's Home 
Secretary 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has appointed Indian 
origin Priti Patel as the country Home Secretary. 
 

Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi dies at 92 
Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi, the North African 
country's first democratically elected leader, died at the age 
of 92. He was one of the world's oldest sitting president. 
 

UN Nuclear Watchdog Appoints Romanian Diplomat 
As Acting Chief After Amano's Death  
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has 
appointed Romanian diplomat Cornel Feruta as acting 
director-general until a new chief for the United Nations' 
nuclear watchdog is chosen following the death earlier 
this week of Yukiya Amano. 
 

Former Union Minister S Jaipal Reddy passes away at 77 
Sudini Jaipal Reddy, a former Union Minister and senior 
Congress leader passed away during the early hours on 
Sunday.  
 

Meghalaya Assembly Speaker Donkupar Roy passes 
away 
Incumbent Speaker of Meghalaya Assembly and former 
Chief Minister of the state Donkupar Roy died in Gurgaon.  
 

 
 
 
Veer wins U-19 Asian Squash title 
In Squash, India won a gold as Veer Chotrani beat 
compatriot Yash Fadte to win the Under-19 title at the 
Asian Junior Championship in Macau, China. 
 

Max Verstappen wins Austrian Grand Prix 
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen won the Austrian Grand Prix 
for the second year in a row while champion Mercedes 
lost for the first time in this season. 
 

Indian pro boxer Vaibhav Yadav wins WBC Asia title 
Indian pro boxer Vaibhav Yadav has became the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) Asia silver welterweight champion 
after defeating Thailand's Fahpetch Singmanassak in the 
title bout held in Pattaya, Thailand. 
 

Ambati Rayudu retires from all forms of cricket  
Indian middle-order batsman Ambati Rayudu has 
announced his retirement from all forms of cricket. 
 

Rayudu played 55 ODIs for India, scoring 1694 runs at an 
average of 47.05.  
 

Hima runs to gold in 200m  
Hima Das, the under-20 World champion quarter miler 
has won the women’s 200m gold in the Poznan Athletics 
Grand Prix. 
 

Pakistan’s Shoaib Malik retires from ODI cricket  
Pakistan batsman Shoaib Malik has confirmed his 
retirement from one-day cricket.  
 

Arjen Robben retires at 35  
Former Dutch footballer Arjen Robben has announced his 
retirement from professional football. 
 

Hima Das clinches gold in Kutno Athletics Meet in 
Poland 
Indian sprinter Hima Das has won her second 
international gold in women's 200m with a top finish at the 
Kutno Athletics Meet in Poland.  
 

US Women Win 4th Football World Cup Title 
US Women's team has successfully defended their 
football world cup title. 
 

USA striker Megan Rapinoe has won the Fifa Women's 
World Cup Golden Boot. Rapinoe also won the Golden 
Ball, awarded to the tournament's top player. 
 

Arinjeeta Dey wins silver medal in World Youth Cup  
Arinjeeta Dey, a 10-year-old girl, has won a silver medal 
in the World Youth Karate Cup. Arinjeeta won the medal 
in the under-12 age group category. 
 

P Kashyap losses to Li Shi Feng in title clash of 
Canada Open Badminton 
In Badminton, India's Parupalli Kashyap lost to Li Shi 
Feng of China in the men's singles title clash of the 
Canada Open.  
 

Brazil beats Peru in the final to lift the Copa America 
2019 title 
Brazil have defeated Peru 3-1 to win their first Copa 
America title since 2007.  
 

Carlsen Wins Croatia Grand Chess Tour 
Magnus Carlsen has won the 2019 Croatia Grand Chess 
Tour title with eight points.  
 

India’s K.S. Raghunandan clinched a silver medal at 
the Asian Junior Chess Championship 
International Master Raghunandan has clinched the Silver 
medal in classical and Bronze Medal in rapid format in the 
Asian Junior Chess Championship 2019 held at Solo, 
Indonesia.  
 

Mexico beats US to lift 8th Gold Cup 
Jonathan dos Santos scored the only goal as Mexico 
defeated the United States 1-0 to win the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup for a record eighth time. This win handed 
Mexico their eighth Gold Cup title. 
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                                         12 
 

Top honours for Chhetri, Ashalata  
Indian men’s football team captain Sunil Chhetri and 
women’s footballer Ashalata Devi bagged the top honours 
at the All India Football Federation’s AIFF Awards.  
Chhetri was named the men’s footballer of the year, while 
the title in the women’s category was won by Ashalata. 
 

Former India goalkeeper Celestine passes away 
Former Indian football team goalkeeper A. U. Celestine, 
passed away.  
 

Dutee Chand bags Gold medal in 100-metres event at 
World Universiade 
India's Dutee Chand has clinched a Gold medal in the 
100-metre dash event at the World Universiade at Napoli 
in Italy.  
 

Simona Halep beats Serena Williams to win first 
Wimbledon title 
Simona Halep won her first Wimbledon title and crushed 
Serena Williams’ latest bid for a record-equalling  
24th Grand Slam she won 6-2 6-2. 
 

Simona Halep became the first Romanian to win 
Wimbledon. 
 

Table Tennis: G. Sathiyan, Anthony Amalraj win 
bronze at World Tour Platinum Australian Open 
In Table Tennis, the Indian pair of G. Sathiyan and 
Anthony Amalraj won the bronze at the World Tour 
Platinum Australian open.  
 

Viswanathan Anand joins as mentor of ChessKid 
Viswanathan Anand, India’s first Grandmaster and  
five-time World chess champion has become mentor for 
Indian edition of chesskid.com, a US-based chess 
platform. 
 

‘Robot umpires’ debut in U.S. baseball league 
The Independent Atlantic League became the first 
American professional baseball league to let a computer 
call balls and strikes.  
 

England lift ICC Cricket World Cup  
England lifted their maiden ICC World Cup cricket trophy 
beating New Zealand in a nerve-wracking final that was 
decided via a dramatic Super Over in London. 
 

Amir khan wins WBC international welterweight title  
Olympic silver medallist Amir Khan has clinched the WBC 
international welterweight title after knocking out 
Australian Billy Dib in the fourth round of his bout in the 
inaugural Super Boxing League.  
 

Djokovic beats Federer to win fifth Wimbledon title 
Serbian Novak Djokovic won his fifth Wimbledon title after 
defeating Swiss tennis ace Roger Federer 7-6, 1-6, 7-6, 
4-6, 13-12 in a match that lasted for more than four hours.  
 

Lewis Hamilton wins sixth British Grand Prix 
Lewis Hamilton made a thrilling victory in the Silverstone 
circuit to win his sixth British Grand Prix, his seventh 
victory in ten races in 2019.  
 

Unstoppable Vijender Singh wins 11th pro bout 
Boxer Vijender Singh has won a Technical Knockout over 
Mike Snider on his debut in the US professional circuit at 
Newark in US.  
 

Vinesh Phogat wins gold at Yasar Dogu International 
India wrestler Vinesh Phogat has won gold in the 53kg 
category at Yasar Dogu International in Istanbul.  
 

India bags 2 Gold medals at ISSF Junior World Cup in 
Germany 
India bagged two Gold and one Silver medal in the 
Women's 10-metre Air Rifle event at the International 
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior World Cup in 
Suhl, Germany. 
 

Elavenil Valarivan claimed the top honours with a total 
score of 251.6, while another Indian Mehuli Ghosh settled 
for a Silver with 250.2, 2020 points. 
 

Kohli, Bumrah retain top spots in ICC ODI rankings 
Indian skipper Virat Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah have 
retained their number one position in the ICC batsmen 
and bowlers' rankings for the One-Day Internationals, 
following the conclusion of the World Cup. 
 

Vijayveer wins his 3rd gold at Junior Shooting World 
Cup 
Vijayveer Sidhu picked up his third gold medal of the 
ongoing ISSF Junior World Cup in Suhl, Germany, 
combining with Rajkanwar Singh Sandhu and Adarsh 
Singh to clinch the men's 25m pistol event. 
 

India to host ISSF World Cup from March 15-26, 2020 
India will be hosting next year's International Shooting 
Sport Federation (ISSF) Combined World Cup from 
March 15-26, 2020 in New Delhi. 
 

Athletics: Hima Das wins fourth gold in 15 days 
Star Indian sprinter Hima Das clinched her fourth gold in 
a fortnight as she won the 200m race in 23.25 seconds in 
the Tabor Athletics Meet in Czech Republic.   
 

ISSF Junior World Cup: Anish Bhanwala claims gold 
medal in 25m rapid fire pistol 
At the ISSF Junior World Cup, Anish Bhanwala has 
claimed gold in 25m rapid fire pistol competition to 
continue India's dominance in the tournament in Suhl, 
Germany. 
 

21st Commonwealth Table Tennis C'ship begins in 
Cuttack 
The 21st edition of Commonwealth Table Tennis 
Championship began at the Jawaharlal Indoor Stadium in 
Cuttack.   
 

Sarabjot Singh wins India's ninth gold in ISSF Junior 
World Cup 
Sarabjot Singh has shot a 239.6 to bag the men's  
10 metres air pistol gold at the ISSF Junior World Cup in 
Suhl, Germany. 
 

ICC suspends Zimbabwe Cricket with immediate effect 
The International Cricket Council, ICC has suspended 
Zimbabwe Cricket with immediate effect over violation of 
global body's constitution which doesn't allow any 
government intervention. 
 

Indian Men & Women's teams win Commonwealth 
Table Tennis title 
India made a record by winning gold in both men’s and 
women’s category in the Commonwealth Table Tennis 
Championship held in Cuttack.  
 

Tendulkar becomes 6th Indian to be inducted into  
ICC Hall of Fame; Allan Donald, Cathryn Fitzpatrick 
also honoured 
Master blaster Sachin Tendulkar has been inducted into 
the International Cricket Council's (ICC) Hall of Fame 
alongside South African pace legend Allan Donald.  
 

Joining Tendulkar and Donald in the Hall of Fame was 
two-time World Cup-winning Australian woman cricketer 
Cathryn Fitzpatrick.  
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Arjun Bhati Wins Junior World Golf Championship 
Fourteen-year-old Arjun Bhati represented India at the 
FCG CALLAWAY Junior World Golf Championship and 
bagged the first position against Taiwan's Jeremy Chen 
during the three-day final match in Palm Desert, CA.  
 

Hima Das wins gold in 400m race 
Indian sprinter Hima Das won a gold medal in the  
400-meter race with a season-best time of 52.09 seconds 
at Nove Mesto in the Czech Republic. 
 

North Korea wins Intercontinental Cup title 
North Korea triumphed in the second edition of 
Intercontinental Cup football tournament beating 
Tajikistan by a solitary goal in the final held in 
Ahmedabad. 
 

Boxer Shiva Thapa First Indian To Win Gold in 
Kazakhstan President's Cup 
Four-time Asian medallist Shiva Thapa became India's 
first gold-medallist at the President's Cup boxing 
tournament. 
 

Indian bodybuilder Ravinder Malik clinches Mr South 
Asia title 
Indian bodybuilder Ravinder Kumar Malik has clinched 
Mr. South Asia title. He has crowned the overall champion 
at 12th South Asian Bodybuilding and Physique Sports 
Championship in Kathmandu. 
 

Golf: Shane Lowry wins his maiden Major in style  
Irishman Shane Lowry won the British Open by six 
strokes.  
 

P V Sindhu loses to Akane Yamaguchi in Indonesia 
Open final 
P V Sindhu's  lost in straight games to Akane Yamaguchi 
in the finals of Indonesia Open BWF Tour Super 1000 
tournament in Jakarta .  
 

Table Tennis: India tops medal tally with seven gold at 
Commonwealth C'ships 
In Table Tennis, hosts India completed a clean sweep, 
claiming all the seven gold medals at the  
21st Commonwealth Championships, which concluded in 
Cuttack. Harmeet Desai and Ayhika Mukherjee won the 
men's and women's singles titles. 
 

Keshav Dutt, Prasun Banerjee chosen for Mohun 
Bagan Ratna 
Two-time Olympic gold medallist Keshav Dutt and former 
India Football Captain Prasun Banerjee will be conferred 
the 'Mohun Bagan Ratna' during its annual day 
celebrations on the 29th of this month. 
 

This is for the first time Mohun Bagan's executive 
committee has decided to confer their highest, honour to 
a non-footballer. 
 

Former tennis star Peter McNamara dies aged 64  
The former Australian Davis Cup tennis player, Peter 
McNamara, has died from cancer aged 64.  
 

Tennis: Women's world rankings unchanged  
In Tennis, the women's world rankings were unchanged 
with Ashleigh Barty of Australia at number one. Japan's 
Naomi Osaka is second. 
 

Ehsan Mani appointed chairperson of ICC committee 
Pakistan Cricket Board's chairman Ehsan Mani has been 
appointed as the head of the ICC's influential Finance  
& Commercial Affairs committee. 
 

Sri Lankan pacer Kulasekara announces retirement 
from cricket 
Sri Lanka seamer Nuwan Kulasekara has decided to call 

time on his international career, finishing as the third 
highest wicket-taker among his country’s pace bowlers 
after Chaminda Vaas and Lasith Malinga. 
 

World Swimming Championships: Milak crushes 
Phelps’ 10-year-old record  
Hungarian teenager Kristof Milak shattered Michael 
Phelps’s 200m butterfly world record. Kristof Milak stormed 
to gold in the men's 200m fly, clocking a blistering 1:50.73 
to shatter Phelps's 10-year-old mark by almost eight tenths. 
 

World Swimming Championships: Australian quartet 
sets a new World mark  
Australia set a world record of 7:41.50 en route to winning 
the gold medal in the women's 4x200 freestyle relay at the 
world championships.  
 

India drops two places in FIFA rankings  
The Indian football team slipped two places to 103rd in the 
FIFA rankings. India has 1214 ranking points to its kitty, 
down by five points from the previous chart issued last 
month.  
 

Pakistan pacer Amir retires from Tests  
Pakistan fast bowler Mohammad Amir has announced his 
retirement from Test cricket to concentrate on the limited-
overs game.  
 

Indian Boxing League from October 20  
Leading Indian boxers such as M.C. Mary Kom, Amit 
Panghal and Gaurav Bidhuri along with 50 top foreign 
boxers will be seen in action in the inaugural amateur 
boxing league, Big Bout — Indian Boxing League, to be 
held at three venues from October 20 to November 9. 
 

Lasith Malinga signs off in style  
Lasith Malinga has retired from one-day internationals 
after Sri Lanka registered 91-run win over Bangladesh in 
Colombo.  
 

High-level committee formed to strategise 
preparations for 2020, 2024 Olympics 
A high-level 10-member Committee has been constituted 
under the Chairmanship of Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju to 
coordinate and strategise the preparation for the 2020 and 
2024 Olympics.  
 

Bajrang Punia booked berth in India's World 
Championship squad in 65kg category 
Star wrestler Bajrang Punia has booked a berth in India's 
World Championship squad in the 65kg category 
defeating Harphul Singh in the trials held in New Delhi.  
 

Khelo India Youth Games to be held in Guwahati next year 
The third edition of Khelo India Youth Games will be held 
in Guwahati next year.  
 

Mary Kom, Simranjit Kaur win gold in President's Cup 
Boxing Tournament  
Six-time world champion Mary Kom in 51kg category and 
Simranjit Kaur in 60kg category grabbed a gold each in 
23rd President's Cup Boxing Tournament in Labuan Bajo, 
Indonesia. 
 

Egan Bernal becomes first Colombian to win the Tour 
de France  
Egan Bernal was crowned as the first Colombian to win 
the Tour de France and the youngest in more than a 
century after safely negotiating the 21st and final stage 
into Paris. Bernal’s victory at the Tour. 
 

Max Verstappen Wins Chaotic German Grand Prix  
Red Bull's driver Max Verstappen has clinched the rain-hit 
German Grand Prix at Hockenheim. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Chandigarh receives affiliation from BCCI; To have its 
own cricket team 
After nearly four decades, Chandigarh has finally received 
affiliation from the Board of Control for Cricket in India, 
thus providing an opportunity for the city cricketers to play 
in BCCI tournament. 
 

ICC launches World Test Championship 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has officially 
launched the inaugural World Test Championship (WTC). 
 

To be played over two years, the World Test 
Championship will witness the top nine Test teams in the 
world compete in 71 Test matches across 27 series. 
 

Anika wins World deaf title  
Jerlin Anika has won the gold in the World deaf youth 
badminton championships in Taipei. Anika bagged four 
medals, including two silver and a bronze. 
 

BCCI suspends Prithvi Shaw for doping violation 
Indian Test opener Prithvi Shaw has been suspended by 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) till 
November 15, 2019, for a doping violation. 
 

Umpire S Ravi no longer part of ICC Elite Panel  
Indian umpire Sundaram Ravi has been left out of the 
ICC's Elite Panel of Umpires for 2019-20, which now has 
two new additions in England's Michael Gough and Joel 
Wilson from West Indies.  
 

Indian Federation of Sports Gaming appoints Justice 
A.K. Sikri as ombudsman 
The Indian Federation of Sports Gaming (IFSG), country’s 
self-regulatory industry body for the online fantasy sports 
gaming sector, has announced the appointment of Justice 
Arjan Kumar Sikri as its ombudsman and ethics officer. 
 

Venugopala Rao calls it quits  
Former India player and Andhra Ranji captain, Y. 
Venugopala Rao, announced his retirement from all forms 
of cricket. He has represented India in 16 ODIs, and  
65 IPL matches.  
 
 
 
 
New Zealand bans single-use plastic shopping bags 
New Zealand has officially banned single-use plastic 
shopping bags.  
 

Under the new rules, thin plastic single-use shopping 
bags can no longer be supplied, but reusable carriers are 
allowed. 
 

Abu Dhabi to host first ISA's joint security exercise 
ISALEX19  
Representatives of 50 law enforcement agencies of the 
International Security Alliance are taking part in the first 
joint security exercise named ''ISALEX'' in Abu Dhabi. 
 

Jakarta residents file lawsuit against govt over air 
pollution 
Residents of Indonesia's capital Jakarta have filed  
a lawsuit against the government over the toxic levels of 
air pollution that regularly blanket the city.  
 

Toxic smog saw Jakarta ranked as the most polluted city 
in the world for several mornings running last month. 
 

Niqab banned in Tunisian government offices 
Tunisian government has banned the Niqab, Muslim face 
covering for women in government offices, citing security 
concerns after attacks in the North African country.  
 

World's largest burn and plastic surgery institute 
opens 
The world's largest burn and plastic surgery institute, 
Sheikh Hasina National Burn and Plastic Surgery Institute 
in Dhaka has begun its operations. 
 

Tata Steel Kalinganagar included in WEF’s Global 
Lighthouse Network 
Tata Steel Kalinganagar (TSK) has been included in World 
Economic Forum's (WEF) Global Lighthouse Network. 
 

TSK in Odisha's Jajpur district is the first and the only 
Indian manufacturing plant to be included in the WEF's 
Lighthouse Network 
 

India to train 1800 Bangladeshi Civil Servants at 
Mussoorie 
Eighteen hundred Bangladeshi mid-career civil servants 
will be trained at the National Centre for Good 
Governance (NCGG) in Mussoorie between 2019-2025. 
 

India ranked 86th in the Henley Passport Index 2019 
The Henley Passport Index 2019 have ranked the Indian 
passport on the 86th position with a mobility score of 58.  
 

Japan and Singapore hold the top spot with a score of 
189. 
 

Iraq's Babylon listed as World Heritage Site by UNESCO 
UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee has listed Iraq’s 
Babylon as a World Heritage Site. 
 

Pink City Jaipur gets UNESCO World Heritage tag 
The Walled City of Jaipur, known for its iconic architectural 
legacy and vibrant culture, made its entry into the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site list. 
 

To date, 1,092 sites in 167 countries have been inscribed 
on the World Heritage List. 
 

US State Dept approves potential 2.2 billion arms sale 
to Taiwan 
The US State Department has approved the potential sale 
to Taiwan of USD 2.2 billion in arms, including Abrams 
tanks and Stinger missiles. This deal includes 108 M1A2T 
Abrams tanks, about 250 Stinger missiles, related 
equipment and support. 
 

UAE's Sharjah issues first gold card permanent 
residency to Indian expat 
UAE-based Indian business tycoon Lalo Samuel has 
become the first expat in Sharjah to get the gold card 
permanent residency.  
 

Kerala-born Dr P A Ibrahim Haji, co-chairman of jewellery 
company Malabar Group and chairman of PACE Group, 
also received his golden card. 
 

France to impose green tax on plane tickets from 2020  
The French government is to impose a tax of up to €18 on 
plane tickets for all flights from airports in France to fund 
less-polluting transportation projects. 
 

This move, which will take effect from 2020, will see a tax 
of €1.5 imposed on economy-class tickets on internal 
flights and those within Europe.  
 

Connaught Place 9th most expensive office location 
in the world: CBRE  
According to property consultant CBRE, Connaught Place 
(CP) is the ninth most expensive office location in the 
world with an annual rent of nearly USD 144 per sq ft.  
For the second year, Hong Kong's Central district retained 
the top spot as the world's most expensive market for 
prime office rents, with the prime occupancy costs valued 
at USD 322 per sq.ft.  
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Aditya Birla World Academy is the Only Indian School 
to Feature in 'The Commonwealth at 70' Book 
The Aditya Birla World Academy, India's leading 
International school is the only Indian school to be 
featured in 'The Commonwealth at 70:From Westminster 
to the World'. 
 

Sri Lanka: Annual festival at historic Kataragama 
temple attracts devotees 
In Sri Lanka, the annual festival at historic Kataragama 
temple attracts devotees from all faiths. The fortnight long 
festival began last week and is joined by people all over 
Sri Lanka and abroad. 
 

US House passes Bill removing country cap on Green 
Cards; Indians to benefit  
Almost 300,000 Indians living in the US are expected to 
benefit from the Fairness for High-Skilled Immigrants Act 
or HR1044 that was passed by the US House of 
Representatives. This act seeks to lift the seven per cent 
country cap on Greencards and Indians would be the 
biggest beneficiaries of such a move.  
 

World Population Day 2019 observed on July 11 
World Population Day is observed on July 11 every year. 
World Population Day was established by the United 
Nations Development Programme in 1989. 
 

French Senate approves digital services tax despite 
threats by US  
The French senate has approved a digital services tax 
despite threats of retaliation by the US, which argues that 
it unfairly targets American tech giants. The 3 percent tax 
will be levied on sales generated in France by 
multinational firms like Google and Facebook. 
 

19th Commonwealth Foreign Affairs Ministers 
Meeting in London 
The 19th Commonwealth Foreign Affairs Ministers 
Meeting was held in London.  
 

World Youth Skills Day observed on July 15 
World Youth Skills Day is observed on July 15 every year 
to raise awareness about the importance of youth skills 
development. 
 

Over 820 million people suffering from hunger:  
UN Report 
According to a report titled 'The State of Food Security 
and Nutrition in the World', produced by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization and other UN agencies, 
including WHO has said, that more than 821 million 
people suffered from hunger worldwide last year. 
 
WHO declares ebola outbreak in Congo a global 
health emergency 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared the 
Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo a public 
health emergency of international concern.  
 

World celebrates 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 moon 
landing 
World is celebrating the 50th anniversary of Apollo  
11 moon landing.  American astronauts Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to set foot on 
the Moon. Their lunar module, named Eagle, touched 
down on 20th July 1969.   
 

Avengers: Endgame Dethrones Avatar To Become 
Highest Earning Movie Ever 
Avengers: Endgame, the concluding chapter in a Marvel 
superhero saga from Walt Disney Co., toppled James 
Cameron's Avatar to become the highest-grossing film of 
all time. 
 

This movie has now taken in an estimated $2.790.2 billion 
in theaters worldwide ahead of the $2,789.7 billion 
accumulated by Avatar a decade ago. 
 

Non Aligned movement ministerial meeting was held 
in Caracas, Venezuela. 
Ministerial meeting of Coordinating Bureau of  
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was held in Caracas, 
capital of Venezuela. Theme for 2019 Meet  
was- Promotion and Consolidation of Peace through 
Respect for International Law.  
 
Facebook slapped with 5 billion US Dollar fine for 
users' privacy violation 
US regulators have formalized a record 5 billion US Dollar 
fine on Facebook for violation of users' privacy in the 
Cambridge Analytica data scandal involving 87 million 
users.  
 

Pakistan still has 30,000-40,000 militants, admits 
Imran Khan  
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has made a startling 
revelation that his country still has about 30,000 to 40,000 
militants who have been trained and fought in some part 
of Afghanistan or Kashmir. 
 

World Hepatitis Day – July 28 
World Health Organization observe 28 July every year as 
“World Hepatitis Day” to step up national and international 
efforts on hepatitis.  
 

The theme for 2019 is “Invest in eliminating hepatitis” 
 

July 29 celebrated as the International Tiger Day 
International Tiger Day (often called Global Tiger Day), is 
an annual celebration to raise awareness for tiger 
conservation, is held on 29 July every year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


