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EU opens borders to ‘safe’ countries 
The European Union agreed to reopen its borders to 15 
countries excluding the virus-stricken US, as the 
pandemic accelerated globally with more than 505,000 
deaths worldwide  
 

UNSC demands immediate cessation of hostilities in 
conflict zones to tackle COVID-19 pandemic 
The United Nations Security Council has demanded an 
immediate cessation of hostilities in key conflicts 
including Syria, Yemen, Libya, South Sudan and Congo 
to tackle COVID-19 in its first resolution on the Novel 
Coronavirus.  
 

Myanmar to hold general elections on November 8 
The Union Election Commission of Myanmar has 
announced that the general elections in the country will 
be held on November 8. Elections will be held for 1171 
national, state and regional seats in the country. 
 

EU clears use of remdesivir to fight virus 
The European Commission, the bloc’s executive arm, 
has authorized the use of anti-viral drug remdesivir to 
treat COVID-19. 
 

India and China agree on complete disengagement 
of troops along the LAC and de-escalation 
India and China have agreed to expeditiously complete 
the disengagement of their border troops along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC) and not to take any unilateral 
action to alter the status quo along the disputed border.  
 

US notifies UN of decision to withdraw from WHO 
The US has formally notified the United Nations (UN) of its 
decision to withdraw from the World Health Organization 
(WHO). 
 

US Awards $1.6 Billion To Novavax For COVID-19 
Vaccine 
The US has announced that it was providing $1.6 billion 
in funding for the development and manufacture of a 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate produced by biotech firm 
Novavax, the largest amount awarded under Operation 
Warp Speed. 
 

WHO Acknowledges "Emerging Evidence" Of 
Airborne Spread Of Coronavirus 
The WHO pointed to "emerging evidence" that the 
coronavirus might spread by air further than previously 
thought, and warned the pandemic was still accelerating.  
 
WHO sets up panel to probe its virus response 
The World Health Organization (WHO is setting up an 
independent panel headed by former New Zealand Prime 
Minister Helen Clark and former Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf to review its handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the response by governments worldwide. 
 

Singapore re-instates faith in PM Lee 
Under the leadership of incumbent Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong, the People’s Action Party (PAP) have won 
83 seats out of the total 93 seats contested in the 
Singapore Election by securing 61.24 percent of the total 
valid votes. 
 

China, Iran close to reaching trade and military 
partnership 
Iran and China have quietly drafted a sweeping economic 
and security partnership that would clear the way for billions of 
dollars of Chinese investments in energy and other sectors. 
 

US drops plans to deport international students whose 
courses move fully online because of pandemic 
The US government has dropped its plans to deport 
international students whose courses move fully online 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. The decision 
comes a little over a week after the US President Donald 
Trump's administration had announced the policy.  
 

Trump ends HK’s special trade status, backs sanctions 
U.S. President Donald Trump has stripped Hong Kong of 
preferential trade treatment and authorised sanctions on 
banks over China’s clampdown in the financial hub, 
infuriating Beijing that vowed to retaliate. 
 

WHO, UNICEF warn against decline in number of 
children receiving lifesaving vaccines around world 
due to pandemic 
The World Health Organization and UNICEF have warned 
of an alarming decline in the number of children receiving 
life-saving vaccines around the world. This is due to 
disruptions in the delivery and uptake of immunization 
services caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Oxford University COVID-19 vaccine early trial 
shows positive result 
The early-stage human trial data of a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University 
reveals that it is safe and induces immune response, 
with mild side effects in some participants. The study 
showed 90 percent of involved people developed 
neutralising antibodies after one dose. 
 

India, Maldives sign agreement for establishment of 
‘Emergency Medical Services’ in Male 
India and Maldives have signed an agreement for 
establishment of ‘Emergency Medical Services’ in capital 
Male. It is one of the several small and medium projects that 
are being financed by India under a grant assistance of 
around 20 million US dollars for the neighbouring country. 
 

US orders closure of Chinese Consulate in Houston 
The United States government has abruptly ordered China 
to cease all operations and events at its consulate in 
Houston. 
 

Bangladesh continues to reel under longest floods 
since 1988 
Bangladesh continues to reel under the floods which 
may be the longest since 1988, says the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA). Almost one third of the country is submerged 
under water which has continued for close to three 
weeks now. 
 

World leaders to submit pre-recorded video 
statements for UN General Assembly 
Heads of state and government will not be physically 
attending the annual United Nations General Assembly 
session in September due to a coronavirus pandemic 
and the high-level session goes virtual for the first time in 
the UN's 75-year history. World leaders will submit pre-
recorded video statements the 193-member organisation 
has decided. 
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India, Israel jointly develop ultra rapid testing kit for 
COVID-19; results within 30 sec 
India and Israel have jointly developed an ultra rapid 
testing kit for COVID-19 that can generate preliminary 
COVID results within 30 seconds. 
 

China asks U.S. to shut Chengdu consulate 
China has ordered the U.S. consulate in the 
southwestern city of Chengdu to close in retaliation for 
one of its missions in the United States being shuttered, 
capping a furious week of Cold War-style diplomacy.  
 

China chairs meet with Afghan, Pak., Nepal Foreign 
Ministers 
China urged Afghanistan, Nepal and Pakistan to forge 
“four-party cooperation” to overcome the Covid-19 crisis 
and continue work on projects under the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), including the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). 
 

No indication virus is seasonal: WHO 
The spread of the novel coronavirus does not appear to be 
impacted by seasonality, the World Health Organization 
said, warning against false beliefs that summer is safer  
 

China halts HK extradition pacts with Canada, 
Australia and U.K. 
China announced the suspension of Hong Kong’s 
extradition treaties with Canada, Australia and Britain in 
a tit-for-tat move following similar decisions by those 
countries over a controversial new security law. 
 

Donald Trump suggests delay to 2020 US 
presidential election 
Donald Trump has suggested November's presidential 
election be postponed, saying increased postal voting 
could lead to fraud and inaccurate results. 
 

 
 
 
 

PM announces extension of Pradhan Mantri Gareeb 
Kalyan Anna Yojana till November to provide free 
food grains to poor 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced free food 
grains to 80 crore people across the country for five 
more months. The Prime Minister Gareeb Kalyan Anna 
Yojana has been extended till the end of November this 
year. 
 

National Doctor's Day being celebrated with the 
theme “Lessen the Mortality of COVID-19’’ 
National Doctor's Day is celebrated on July 1 every year 
to thank the doctors and physicians for their relentless 
service to the humanity. The theme of this year's Doctors 
Day is 'Lessen the mortality of COVID 19'. 
 

Railways invite RFQ for pvt participation for 
operation of passenger train services 
Railways Ministry has invited Request for Qualifications 
for private participation for operation of passenger train 
services over 109 Origin Destination (OD) pairs of routes 
through introduction of 151 modern trains. 
 

SERB launches ‘Accelerate Vigyan’ scheme to 
strengthen scientific research mechanism 
The Science and Engineering Research Board has 
launched a new scheme called ‘Accelerate Vigyan’ to 
provide a single platform for research internships, capacity 
building programs and workshops across the country. 
 

Govt clears Defence acquisition worth ₹38,900 Cr 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has accorded approval 
for Capital acquisitions of various platforms and equipment 
required by the Indian Armed Forces. Proposals for an 
approximate cost of 38900 Crore rupees were approved. 
 

Drug Discovery Hackathon jointly launched by Union 
Ministers Dr Harsh Vardhan and Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Human Resources and Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank and Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan 
have jointly launched the Drug Discovery Hackathon 
2020. It is an online competition and anybody from 
anywhere in the country or world can participate. 
 

Indian Railways achieves 100% punctuality record 
for first time in history 
For the first time in the history of Indian Railways, all 
trains achieved 100 per cent punctuality on July 1. The 
Ministry of Railways said, no trains were delayed among 
the 201 that run on 1st July. 
 

DGCA extends suspension of international commercial 
passenger flight till July 31 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has extended 
the suspension of all scheduled international commercial 
passenger flight services in the country till 31st of July. It 
has said that the restriction shall not apply to international 
all-cargo operations and specially approved flights  
 

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister launches toolkit 
for Swachh Survekshan 2021 
Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
has launched the toolkit for Swachh Survekshan-2021, the 
sixth edition of the annual cleanliness survey of urban 
India conducted by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
Mr Puri announced a new category of awards titled Prerak 
Dauur Samman as part of Swachh Survekshan-2021. 
 

PM launches Aatmanirbhar Bharat Innovation 
Challenge to identify the best Indian Apps 
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Innovation Challenge to identify the 
best Indian Apps that are already being used by citizens 
and have the potential to scale and become world class 
Apps in their respective categories. 
 

AIR begins broadcast of its first ever news magazine 
programme in Sanskrit 
All India Radio (AIR) FM news channel broadcasted its 
first-ever news programme in Sanksrit language for 20 
minutes duration. All India Radio has named the news 
programme ‘Sanskrit Saptahiki’. 
 

India’s first NPNT compliant drone flight 
successfully completed 
Mumbai based Quidich Innovation Labs Private Limited 
has announced that it has successfully completed the 
first No-Permission No-Takeoff (NPNT) compliant drone 
flight of India.  
 

CBSE partners with Facebook to launch free training 
program for teachers, students 
The Central Board of Secondary Education-CBSE has 
partnered with Facebook to launch free and 
comprehensive training program for teachers and 
students of its affiliated schools in the first phase from 
August to November this year in virtual mode. 
 

Indian Coast Guard & Indonesia Coast Guard sign 
MoU to boost maritime relations 
An MoU has been signed between the Indian Coast 
Guard and Indonesia Coast Guard. This MoU will 
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enhance collaborative and cooperative engagements in 
the domains of maritime law enforcement, maritime 
search and rescue and marine pollution response. 
 

Govt, World Bank ink 750 million US dollar agreement 
for MSME Emergency Response Programme 
The Government of India and the World Bank have 
signed a 750 million US dollar agreement for the MSME 
Emergency Response Programme. The Programme will 
address the immediate liquidity and credit needs of some 
1.5 million viable MSMEs to help them withstand the 
impact of the current shock and protect millions of jobs. 
 

Army pulls back 1.5 km from clash site 
Indian troops have moved back 1.5 km from the site of 
the June 15 clash at the Galwan Valley in eastern 
Ladakh, creating a buffer zone, which will be off-limits for 
foot patrolling by them for the next 30 days. 
 

CBSE reduces syllabus by 30% 
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has 
rationalised the syllabus for classes 9 to 12 for the 
academic year 2020-21 by up to 30 per cent to make up 
for academic loss caused due to COVID-19, Union HRD 
minister Ramesh Pokhriyal announced. 
 

Sijo Kuruvilla George Appointed to Centre’s 
Committee on Science and Tech Policy 
The first CEO of Startup Village and founder of Re-think 
Foundation, Sijo Kuruvilla George, has been selected as 
the member of central government’s expert committee 
on the science and technology policy. 
 

Operation Samudra Setu culminated after successfully 
evacuating 3,992 Indian citizens 
Operation Samudra Setu has culminated after successfully 
bringing 3 thousand 9 hundred 92 Indian citizens back to 
their homeland by sea. 
 

Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa, Airavat, Shardul and 
Magar participated in this operation which lasted over 55 
days and involved traversing more than 23 thousand 
kilometers by sea. 
 

Cabinet nod for development of affordable rental 
housing complexes for urban migrants, poor 
The Union cabinet gave its approval to the recently 
announced scheme Affordable Rental Housing Complexes 
(ARHCs) scheme to provide budget rental accommodation 
to poor and migrant workers in urban areas. 
 

Govt to credit Employees' Provident Fund 
contributions both for employee and employer till 
August this year in view of COVID pandemic 
The Union Cabinet approved the extension of the 
Employee Provident Fund contribution of 24 per cent for 
another three months from June to August this year.  
The government will credit the contributions both for the 
employee and the employer. 
 

Cabinet gives nod to setting up of One Lakh Crore 
Rupees Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 
The Union government approved setting up an agri-infra 
fund with a corpus of ₹1 lakh crore to provide financial 
support to agri-entrepreneurs, start-ups, agri-tech players 
and farmer groups for infrastructure and logistics facilities. 
 

Ministry of Culture to reprint 108 volumes of Mongolian 
Kanjur under NMM 
The Ministry of Culture has taken up the project of reprinting 
of 108 volumes of Mongolian Kanjur under the National 
Mission for Manus, NMM. Mongolian Kanjur, is considered 
to be the most important religious text in Mongolia. 
 

18th meeting of high-level Group of Ministers on 
COVID-19 held in New Delhi 
The 18th meeting of the high-level Group of Ministers, 
GoM on COVID-19 was held in New Delhi through video 
conferencing under the chairpersonship of Health 
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan.   
 

Biocon drug Itolizumab gets DCGI approval 
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) has given 
its approval to Biocon’s ‘Itolizumab’ injection for the 
treatment of COVID-19 patients with restricted 
emergency use only in case of moderate to severe Acute 
Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS) patients. 
 

Skill India Launches AI-based ASEEM Digital 
Platform To Bridge Demand-Supply Gap Of Skilled 
Workforce Across Sectors 
In an endeavor to improve the information flow and bridge 
the demand-supply gap in the skilled workforce market, 
the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE) launched ‘Aatmanirbhar Skilled Employee 
Employer Mapping (ASEEM)’ portal to help skilled people 
find sustainable livelihood opportunities.  
 

IAF gets last of 5 Apache attack helicopters from Boeing 
Boeing handed over the last of the five AH-64E Apache 
attack helicopters to the Indian Air Force (IAF), completing 
the contract for 22 Apaches. 
 

Narendra Modi inaugurates Asia’s largest solar plant 
in Rewa district 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 750-
megawatt solar power plant in Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa 
district. The Rewa Ultra Mega Solar Power Project, 
which is Asia’s largest till date. 
 

Disabled are entitled to same benefits of SC/ST 
quota: SC 
The Supreme Court of India, in a significant decision, 
has confirmed that persons with disabilities are also 
socially backward and entitled to the same benefits of 
relaxation as Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
candidates in public employment and education. 
 

SC gives ex-royals right to manage deity’s property 
The Supreme Court of India has upheld the rights of 
Travancore’s erstwhile royal family in managing the affairs of 
Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram, 
resolving a decade-old dispute over the administration of one 
of the richest temples in the world. 
 

IIT Kanpur develops UV sanitizing device 'SHUDDH' 
to make your room COVID free 
Imagineering Laboratory department of IIT Kanpur has 
developed an Ultraviolet (UV) sanitizing product named 
SHUDH. Smartphone operated Handy Ultraviolet 
Disinfection Helper (SHUDH) has six UV lights of 15 Watts 
each that can be individually monitored from a distance. 
 

Indian Railways develops Post Covid Coach with 
hands free amenities to fight Covid 19 
Indian Railways has developed a Post Covid Coach to fight 
Covid 19. This Post Covid Coach is designed with 
handsfree amenities, copper-coated handrails and latches, 
plasma air purification and titanium di-oxide coating for 
Covid-free passenger journey. 
 

HRD Ministry announces guidelines for online 
classes; Recommends restriction on the screen time 
The Human Resource and Development Ministry has 
announced guidelines for online classes operationalised 
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by schools amid the COVID pandemic. Union Minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank virtually released the 
PRAGYATA guidelines on digital education in New 
Delhi. The guidelines recommend a cap on the screen 
time for students. 
 
Indigenous vaccine for pneumonia gets nod 
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) has 
approved the first fully indigenously developed conjugate 
vaccine for pneumonia developed by the Serum Institute 
of India Pvt. Ltd, Pune. 
 
Shripad Naik inaugurates Conference on Aerospace 
and Defence Manufacturing Technologies 
Union Minister of State for Defence Shripad Naik has 
inaugurated the Fifth Edition of the Conference on 
Aerospace and Defence Manufacturing Technologies in 
New Delhi. The theme of the conference was Empowering 
India with ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Mission’. 
 
DAC delegates powers for progressing urgent 
Capital Acquisition Cases upto ₹300 crore to Armed 
Forces 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has delegated the 
powers for progressing urgent Capital Acquisition Cases 
upto ₹300 crore to the Armed Forces to meet their 
emergent operational requirements  
 
India registers a steep decline in maternal mortality 
ratio 
The Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) in India has 
declined to 113 in 2016-18 from 122 in 2015-17 and 130 
in 2014-201. The findings were based on the Special 
bulletin on Maternal Mortality in India 2016-18, released 
by the Office of the Registrar General’s Sample 
Registration System (SRS). 
 
No postal ballot facility for voters above 65: EC 
The Election Commission announced that it would not 
allow postal ballot facility for voters above 65 years of 
age citing challenges and constraints to implement this 
rule in the upcoming Bihar polls and other elections in 
near future. However, the postal ballot rules will be 
applicable for voters over the age of 80, disabled or 
those suffering from novel coronavirus and are either in 
home or institutional quarantine. 
 
All capitals cities of North-Eastern states to be 
connected with rail network by 2023 
Railway Board Chairman VK Yadav has said that all 
capitals of North-Eastern states will be connected to the 
rail network by 2023. 
 
IBM collaborates with CBSE to integrate AI 
curriculum in 200 schools 
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has 
integrated a new Artificial Intelligence (AI) course for 
class XI and XII in the current academic year (2020-
2021). The curriculum was developed in collaboration 
with IBM (International Business Machines Corporation). 
 
RK Singh inaugurates India’s first public EV 
charging plaza in New Delhi 
Minister for Power, New and Renewable Energy, RK 

Singh has inaugurated India’s first public EV (Electric 
Vehicle) charging plaza at Chelmsford Club in New Delhi. 
Energy Efficiency Services Limited, EESL is spearheading 

the EV ecosystem development in India. 
 

HRD Minister to launch Manodarpan initiative to 
provide psychosocial support to students 
Union Human Resource Development Minister, Ramesh 
Pokhriyal will launch the Manodarpan initiative. The 
initiative under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, aims to 
provide psychosocial support to students for their mental 
health and well-being. 
 

MoD inks contract with BEML for procurement of 
1,512 Mine Plough for T-90 tanks 
With an aim to boost ‘Make in India’ initiative of the 
Government, Acquisition Wing of Ministry of Defence 
has signed a Contract with Bharat Earth Movers Limited, 
BEML for procurement of 1,512 Mine Plough for Tank T 
90 S/SK at an approximate cost of ₹557 crore  
 

Serum Institute of India to begin trials for the 
AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine by August 
Serum Institute of India will be starting trials of the COVID-
19 vaccine candidate developed by Oxford University and 
AstraZeneca by the end of August on up to 5,000 Indian 
volunteers after getting the necessary nods. 
 

Harsh Vardhan says N95 masks with respirator 
valves do not prevent coronavirus 
Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan has said that N95 
masks with respirator valves in them do not prevent the 
coronavirus from spreading out. He said, N95 mask fitted 
with perforated respirator is contrary to the rules adopted 
to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
 

Govt extends work from home for IT, BPO 
companies till Dec 31 due to COVID-19 
The Union Government has extended connectivity norms 
for work from home for IT and BPO companies till 
December 31 this year due to COVID-19 pandemic. The 
time period for work from home was expiring on July 31. 
 

Govt separates operation routes for merchant, 
fishing vessels in south-west Indian waters 
Ministry of Shipping has separated the operation routes 
for merchant vessels and fishing vessels in South West 
Indian waters. Ministry has taken the step keeping in 
view safety and efficiency of navigation. The new routes 
will come into force from first of August. 
 

New Consumer Protection Act 2019 comes into force 
The newly enacted Consumer Protection Act comes to 
force from Monday (July 20), replacing more than three 
decades old Consumer Protection Act, 1986. The new 
Consumer Protection Act 2019 seeks to revamp the 
process of administration and settlement of consumer 
disputes, with strict penalties, including jail term for 
adulteration and misleading ads by firms. 
 

Army Gets World's Most Agile, Lightest Surveillance 
Drone "Bharat" To Monitor China Border 
The Bharat series of drones, developed by a Chandigarh-
based laboratory of the DRDO, can be listed among 
"world's most agile and lightest surveillance drone. It will 
be provided to the Indian Army to conduct accurate 
surveillance in high altitude areas and mountainous terrain 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh. 
 

India's indigenously developed anti-tank guided 
missile 'Dhruvastra' test-fired 
India has successfully conducted three flight tests of its 
indigenously developed anti-tank guided missile 
'Dhruvastra' from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur 
in Odisha. The missile was developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 
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National Broadcasting Day being observed on July 23 
July 23rd is observed as National Broadcasting Day. On 
this day in 1927, the first ever radio broadcast in the 
country went on the air from the Bombay Station under a 
private company, the Indian Broadcasting Company. 
 

CCI approves Krishnapatnam port acquisition by 
Adani Ports, SEZL 
The Competition Commission of India has approved the 
acquisition of Krishnapatnam Port Company Limited by 
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Limited. 
 

PM Modi lays foundation stone of Manipur water 
supply project worth ₹3,000 crore 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation 
stone of the ₹3,050-crore Manipur Water Supply Project 
under the Jal Jeevan Mission-Har Ghar Jal Scheme. 
 

HRD Ministry conducts first ever Ind-SAT Test 2020 
under its Study in India programme 
Human Resources and Development Ministry conducted 
the first ever Indian Scholastic Assessment (Ind-SAT) Test 
2020 under its Study in India programme. The Ministry 
said, Ind-SAT is an exam for grant of scholarships and 
admissions to foreign students for studying in select Indian 
universities. 
 

First time ever movement of container cargo from 
Kolkata to Agartala through Chattogram Port 
concludes successfully 
The first time ever movement of container cargo from 
Kolkata to Agartala through the Chattogram Port was 
successfully concluded. 
 

Rajnath Singh chairs GoM meeting on welfare of 
street vendors 
Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has chaired a 
Group of Ministers meeting on the welfare of street 
vendors. The meeting which took place in New Delhi, 
reviewed the progress of Pradhanmantri Street Vendor's 
Aatmanirbhar Nidhi. 
 

Cipla all set to launch anti-viral drug Favipiravir for 
treatment of COVID-19 patients 
Pharma Company Cipla is all set to launch the anti-viral 
drug Favipiravir for the treatment of COVID-19 patients. 
 

Nitin Jairam Gadkari Launches Mentoring Platform 
‘RestartIndia’ to Support MSME Sector 
The Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise 
(MSMEs) sector, Mr Nitin Gadkari launched 
www.restartindia.in, a mentoring platform primarily aimed at 
aiding the sector to restart businesses across the country. 
Muthoot Fincorp and INKtalks, an innovation platform for 
young professionals jointly conceptualised “RestartIndia”, 
which is an open platform for advisory support. 
 
Largest solar power plant of Navy commissioned in 
Kerala 
The Indian Navy’s largest solar power plant has been 
commissioned at Ezhimala, in Kannur district of Kerala. 
The project was executed by Kerala State Electronics 
Development Corporation Ltd (KELTRON). 
 
Centre allocates additional ₹40 thousand cr under 
MGNREGA in view of COVID-19 pandemic 
In view of the situation arising out of COVID-19 pandemic, 
an additional allocation of 40 thousand crore rupees has 
also been made for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme during this financial year. 
 

Average completion time for houses under 
restructured PMAY-G comes down to 114 days 
Ministry of Rural Development has said that the average 
completion time for houses under restructured Pradhan 
Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) has come down 
to 114 days as compared to 314 days earlier. 
 

July 26: Kargil Vijay Diwas 
Every year on July 26, India marked Kargil Vijay Diwas. 
On July 26, 1999, Indian Government culminated 
“Operation Vijay” and declared victory after three-month 
long battle in Kargil. 
 

PM Modi to Inaugurate High-Throughput COVID-19 
Testing at ICMR Labs in Noida, Mumbai, Kolkata 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is all set to launch the 
much-awaited ‘high-throughput’ coronavirus testing 
facilities at three major cities – Noida, Mumbai and Kolkata 
– at the Indian Centre of Medical Research (ICMR) event 
via video-conferencing. 
 

Imported vaccines may be fast-tracked 
Indian companies looking to import or test potential 
COVID-19 vaccines that have been developed 
internationally, could get leeway in the number of India-
specific tests and trials they would need to conduct, says a 
guidance document from the Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT). 
 

PM Modi to address Grand Finale of world’s largest 
ever online hackathon on August 1 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the Grand 
Finale of the largest ever online hackathon in the world 
on 1st of next month through video-conference. 
 

Govt plans to establish COVID testing facility in 
every district of country: Health Minister 
Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has said that the 
union government has planned to establish COVID 
testing facility in every district of the country. 
 

Bureau of Indian Standard’s Mobile App BIS-Care 
launched 
Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan has 
launched the Bureau of Indian Standard’s Mobile App BIS-
Care. He also launched three portals on Standardization, 
Conformity Assessment and Training of e-BIS. 
 

Govt releases guidelines for schemes to boost 
domestic manufacturing of bulk drugs, med devices 
The Union government has released guidelines for four 
schemes to boost domestic manufacturing of bulk drugs 
and medical devices as part of its drive to reduce 
dependency on imports for these critical products. 
 

Ministry of Earth Sciences launches mobile App 
"Mausam” for IMD 
Ministry of Earth Sciences launched the mobile App 
"Mausam” for India Meteorological Department on its 
Foundation Day celebrations. Users can access observed 
weather, forecasts, radar images and be proactively 
warned of impending weather events. 
 

HRD Minister launches India Report on Digital 
Education, 2020 
Human Resources and Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank has launched India Report on Digital 
Education, 2020. The report elaborates on the innovative 
methods adopted by Ministry of HRD, Education 
Departments of States and Union Territories for ensuring 
accessible and inclusive education to children at home 
and reducing learning gaps. 
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BANKING & ECONOMY 

NATIONAL 

Cabinet approves MoU signed between India & 
Zimbabwe on Traditional Systems of Medicine 
The Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval to 
Memorandum of Understanding signed between India 
and Zimbabwe on Cooperation in the field of Traditional 
Systems of Medicine and Homeopathy.  The MoU was 
signed on 3rd November 2018.   
 

First five Rafale jets land at Ambala air force station  
The first batch of five Rafale jets landed in Ambala. It 
was a historic moment as they were greeted with water 
cannon salute at Ambala Air Force base. Rafale jets 
were escorted by two Sukhoi 30 MKI supersonic fighters 
as they entered Indian airspace. 
 

Unlock 3.0 guidelines to come into force from Aug 1  
Union Home Ministry has issued new guidelines for 
opening of more activities in areas outside the 
Containment Zones. The process of phased re-opening of 
activities has been extended further in Unlock 3, which will 
come into effect from 1st of August. Restrictions on 
movement of individuals during night have been removed. 
Yoga institutes and gymnasiums will be allowed to open 
from 5th of August. Schools, colleges and coaching 
institutions will remain closed till 31st of August. 
 

New Education Policy-2020 aims to have single 
regulator for higher education institutions and 
common entrance exams for universities 
The Cabinet has approved National Education 
Policy(NEP) 2020. A single regulator for higher education 
institutions, multiple entry and exit options in degree 
courses, discontinuation of MPhil programmes, low stakes 
board exams, common entrance exams for universities 
are among the highlights of the new National Education 
Policy. The Cabinet also approved changing the name of 
the Human Resources Development Ministry to the 
Education Ministry.  
 

PFC signs agreement with IIT-Kanpur for research, 
training in smart grid technology 
Power Finance Corporation, PFC, a PSU under Ministry of 
Power has signed an agreement with Indian Institute of 
Technology- Kanpur for Training, Research, and 
Entrepreneurship Development in Smart Grid Technology.  
 

India's Largest Wildlife Orphanage To Come Up In 
Maharashtra's Warje 
India's largest wildlife orphanage will come up on a 130-
acre land at Warje in Pune district and the project has 
been approved by the Maharashtra government. 
 

 
 
 
 

Output of eight crore infrasture industries shrinks by 
23.4% in May 
According to the Commerce and Industry Ministry data, 
the output of eight core infrastructure industries shrank by 
23.4 per cent in May due to the coronavirus-induced 
lockdown. Barring fertiliser, all seven sectors had recorded 
negative growth in May. 
 

Direct investment into country rises by 19 billion US 
dollar: RBI 
According to the data released by the RBI, direct 
investment into the country rose by 19 billion US dollar 
while portfolio investment declined by 13.7 billion dollar 
during 2019-20.  
 

Public & Private Sector Banks sanction loans worth 
over ₹1 lakh crore as of June 26 under ECLGS 
Under the 100 per cent Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 
Scheme (ECLGS) backed by a Government guarantee, 
Public and Private sector banks have sanctioned loans 
worth over 1 lakh crore rupees till 26th of June. The top 
lenders under the Scheme are SBI, Bank of Baroda, PNB, 
Canara Bank and HDFC. 
 
RBI launches inflation expectations survey; to 
gather responses over telephone amid pandemic 
The Reserve Bank of India has launched the July 2020 
round of the Inflation Expectations Survey of Households 
where responses of the participants will be gathered over 
telephone in view of the coronavirus pandemic. The results 
of the survey are used as inputs for monetary policy. 
 
Govt.’s liabilities rise to ₹94.6 lakh cr. in Jan.-Mar. 
The Union government's total liabilities increased 0.8 per 
cent to ₹94.62 lakh crore at March-end 2020 as 
compared to the preceding quarter, a finance ministry 
report said. Public debt accounted for 90.9 per cent of 
total outstanding liabilities as on March 31, 2020. 
 
Govt launches Special Liquidity Scheme of 30 
thousand crore rupees to improve liquidity for 
NBFCs and HFCs 
The Union Government has launched the Special 
Liquidity Scheme of 30 thousand crore rupees to 
improve the liquidity position for Non-Banking Finance 
Companies- NBFCs and Housing Finance Companies- 
HFCs. The scheme was launched through a Special 
Purpose Vehicle in the form of SLS Trust set up by SBI 
Capital Markets Limited (SBICAP). 
 
GST mop-up bounces back in June; crosses ₹90,000 cr 
Goods and services tax (GST) collections got a leg-up in 
June with the mop-up of ₹90,917 crore, as against 
₹62,009 crore in May and just ₹32,294 crore in April. 
 
PPF, NSC and other post office schemes interest 
rates remain unchanged 
The Union government has decided to keep the interest 
rates on small savings schemes or post office schemes 
unchanged for the July-September quarter of FY 2020-
21. The Department of Posts made this announcement 
via a circular dated July 1, 2020. 
 
Bank credit grows 6.18%, deposits 11%: RBI data 
Bank credit and deposits grew 6.18% and 11% to 
₹102.45 lakh crore and ₹138.67 lakh crore, respectively, 
in the fortnight ended June 19, according to the RBI. In 
the fortnight ended June 21, 2019, bank credit had stood 
at ₹96.48 lakh crore and deposits at ₹124.92 lakh crore. 
 
HDFC Bank launches ZipDrive Instant Auto Loans 
across 1,000 Indian cities 
HDFC bank is going to launch state-of-the-art technology 
enabled ZipDrive instant auto loans to customers across 
1,000 cities in India. ZipDrive is HDFC bank’s instant 
auto loan disbursal product, exclusively for customers 
with pre-approved offers  
 
Govt to implement uniform stamp duty on transfer of 
capital market instruments from July 1 
The Union government will implement the uniform stamp 
duty on transfer of shares, debentures, futures, options, 
currency and other capital market instruments from July 1.  
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Karnam Sekar retires as Indian Overseas Bank MD & 
CEO 
Public sector Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said its 
managing director and chief executive Karnam Sekar 
retired on June 30. 
 

NLC India and Coal India to form 50:50 JV to develop 
solar and thermal power assets 
A Navratna Company of Government of India- NLC India 
Limited has signed an agreement with a Maharatna 
Company- Coal India Limited to form a Joint Venture 
Company (JVC) for developing Solar and Thermal power 
assets. 
 

Formal MoU signed between CBDT & MoMSME for 
sharing of Data 
A formal MoU was signed between the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes, CBDT and Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises for sharing of data by CBDT to the 
Ministry. The MoU will facilitate seamless sharing of 
certain Income-tax Return related information by the 
Income Tax Department to MSME Ministry. 
 

Odisha to provide ₹1,040 crore credit to 7 lakh 
landless farmers 
The Government of Odisha launched 1st of its kind 
scheme, ‘Balaram’ to provide agricultural credit of ₹1,040 
crore to landless farmers facing hardships during COVID 
19.The Scheme is designed in collaboration with National 
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD). 
 

IndusInd Bank’s Q1 net advances up 4% 
IndusInd Bank net advances rose 4% to ₹2,00,357 crore 
in Q1 June 2020 from ₹1,93,520 crore from Q1 June 
2019. Net advances contracted 3.1% in Q1 FY21 from 
₹2,06,783 crore in Q4 March 2020.1 day ago. 
 

Aye Finance raises ₹125 crore from Germany-based 
impact investor 
Aye Finance, a new-age non banking finance company, 
has raised over ₹125 crore in debt from Germany-based 
impact investor, Invest in Visions. 
 

YES Bank launches instant loan disbursement facility 
YES BANK announced the launch of ‘Loan in Seconds’, 
a unique solution enabling instant disbursement of retail 
loans for the Bank’s pre-approved liability account 
holders, in line with the Bank’s strategy of building a 
transformed ‘Digital Bank’. 
 

MCA extends term of Justice Bansi Lal Bhat as 
acting chairperson NCLAT by three months 
The Ministry of corporate affairs (MCA) extended the term 
of Justice Bansi Lal Bhat as acting chairperson of the 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) by 
three months. The extension was applicable from June 15, 
the order said, or until a regular chairperson was 
appointed. 
 

CBDT, SEBI sign MoU for data exchange 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed 
between the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for 
data exchange between the two organizations. 
 
Government halts merger of 3 PSU general insurers; 
to infuse ₹12,450 crore 
The union cabinet has decided to put on hold the 
proposed merger of the three state-run general insurers 

Oriental Insurance Company Limited (OlCL), National 
Insurance Company Limited (NICL) and United India 
Insurance Company Limited (UIICL) even as it approved 
₹12,450 crore in capital infusion. 
 
SBI to invest up to ₹1,760 crore in Yes Bank 
State Bank of India will invest up to ₹1,760 crore in 
troubled private sector lender Yes Bank, which is set to 
come out with a follow-on public offer. 
 
South Indian Bank posts 11% growth in net profit in Q1 
South Indian Bank has registered a 11 per cent growth in 
its net profit in Q1 at ₹81.65 crore against ₹73.26 crore 
during the corresponding period of the previous year. 
The operating profit has grown from ₹317.63 crore to 
₹403.68 crore, a growth of 27 per cent. 
 
Punjab National Bank reports its ₹3,688 crore 
exposure to DHFL as fraud 
India’s second largest lender Punjab National Bank 
declared its ₹3688 crore exposure to bankrupt mortgage 
lender Dewan Housing Finance Limited as fraud. 
 
Tamil Nadu tops market borrowings among States 
so far, in 2020-21 
According to data from the RBI, Tamil Nadu has so far 
raised ₹30,500 crore in the fiscal 2020-21 and has 
topped market borrowings among States in the country. 
Tamil Nadu has accounted for 17% of the borrowings 
done through the issue of bonds. 
 
India moves up a rank, becomes second-largest 
foreign investor in UK 
As per the Figures provided by UK’s DIT, the second-
largest source of FDI in the Financial Year 2019-20 in 
the United Kingdom is now from India. United States 
continues to be the number one source of FDI in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
IRDAI gives its nod to Insurance companies to 
launch corona Kavach Health Insurance Policies 
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India, IRDAI, has allowed 30 general and health insurers 
to launch short-term ‘Corona Kavach’ health insurance 
policies. The policy will cover medical expenses 
occurred due to coronavirus disease. 
 
Income Tax Dept. facilitates new functionality for 
banks and post offices 
The Income Tax Department has facilitated a new 
functionality for Banks and Post offices through which 
they can ascertain the TDS applicability rates on cash 
withdrawals. 
 
Requirement of re-import of cut and polished 
diamonds relaxed by 3 months 
The Union Government has extended relief to the gems 
and jewellery sector by relaxing the requirement of re-
import of cut and polished diamonds, which have been 
sent abroad for certification and grading, by three 
months. 
 
Google to invest ₹75,000 crore in India over next 5 to 
7 years 
Google Chief Executive Officer Sundar Pichai has 
announced an investment of 75,000 crore rupees in 
India through Google for India Digitisation Fund to help 
accelerate country's digital economy. 
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Retail inflation rises by 6.09% in June 
Retail inflation rose by 6.09 percent in June, mainly on 
account of higher prices of food items. Meanwhile, the 
wholesale price-based inflation declined 1.81 per cent in 
June due to decline in prices of fuel and power, even as 
food articles remained expensive. 
 

Bandhan Bank Q1 profit falls 32% at ₹550 crore 
Riding on the back of higher provisioning on standard 
assets, Bandhan Bank posted a 32 per cent drop in net 
profit at ₹550 crore for the quarter ended June 30, 2020, 
against ₹804 crore in the corresponding period last year. 
 

Google to invest ₹33,737 crore for 7.73% stake in Jio 
Platforms 
Reliance Industries said global technology giant Google 
would invest ₹33,737 crore for a 7.73 per cent stake in 
Jio Platforms, the subsidiary which houses its telecom 
and digital operations. 
 

ECLGS: Loans sanctioned touch ₹1.23 lakh crore 
The finance ministry said banks have sanctioned loans 
of about ₹1.23 lakh crore under the ₹3-lakh crore 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for 
MSME sector, reeling under the economic slowdown 
caused by COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

At 18.6% of national pie, TN tops Q1 fresh 
investments ranking 
Tamil Nadu’s has topped the charts when it comes to 
drawing fresh investments in the first quarter of the this 
fiscal, followed by Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, 
according to a report by Projects Today. 
 

CBIC says 1,377 exporters fraudulently claimed IGST 
refund of ₹1,875 crore 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) has said 
that more than 1,300 exporters, including Star exporters, 
have fraudulently claimed Integrated Goods & Services Tax 
(IGST) refunds amounting to over ₹1,800 crore. 
 

SBI Card gets new MD & CEO in Ashwini Kumar Tewari 
The State Bank of India has nominated Ashwini Kumar 
Tewari as the new MD and CEO of SBI Cards and 
Payment Services , who will take charge from August 1.  
 

India's foreign exchange reserves reach all-time high 
of 516.362 billion dollars 

India's foreign exchange reserves have swelled by 3.108 
billion dollars to reach a fresh all-time high of 516.362 
billion dollars in the week ended 10th July 2020.  
 

RBI approves reappointment of Shyam Srinivasan as 
Federal Bank MD, CEO 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the reappointment 
of Shyam Srinivasan as the Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer of Federal Bank with effect from 
September 23 till September 22, 2021. 
 

India attends third G20 Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors meet 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman participated in third 
G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 
meet. The meet was presided by Saudi Arabia.  
 

Policybazaar plans IPO in 2021, may be valued over 
$3.5 billion 
Online insurance platform Policybazaar aims to go public 
in 2021 at a valuation worth of $3.5 billion, potentially 
becoming the first of India’s mega-startups to debut as 
its digital economy booms. 

EU edges toward massive stimulus package with 
new proposal 
EU leaders have agreed to an unprecedented €1.8 
trillion ($2 trillion) aid and budget deal aimed at helping 
hard-hit bloc members recover from the economic fallout 
of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The package 
includes a €750-billion fund to be sent as loans and 
grants, as well as a seven-year €1 trillion EU budget. 
 

Karur Vysya Bank appoints Ramesh Babu Boddu as 
MD & CEO 
Ramesh Babu Boddu has been appointed as an 
Additional Director and Managing Director and CEO of 
the Karur Vysya bank for a period of three years from the 
date of taking charge. 
 

Axis Bank Q1 net profit down 19% 
Private sector lender Axis Bank reported an 18.8 per cent 
decline in its net profit to ₹1,112.17 crore in the first 
quarter of the fiscal as against ₹1,370.08 crore a year ago. 
 

Turkmenistan gets observer status in World Trade 
Organization 
Turkmenistan has been granted Observer status by the 
World Trade Organization (WTO ) General Council. 
 

TN government signs MoUs with 16 firms for ₹5,137-
crore investments 
The Tamil Nadu government has signed MoUs with 16 
companies that would bring an investment of ₹5,137 
crore and provide employment to 6,555 persons. 
 

SC orders ₹833-crore I-T refund to Vodafone Idea 
In a major relief to Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL), the Supreme 
Court dismissed a plea filed by the Income Tax 
Department and directed it to refund ₹833 crore to the 
telecom company. 
 

AU Small Finance Bank Q1 net profit up 5.5% 
AU Small Finance Bank posted a net profit of 5.5 per 
cent at ₹200.8 crore for the first quarter of the fiscal, 
against ₹190.32 crore a year ago. 
 

Gold crosses ₹51000 mark, up by ₹502 
Gold prices went past the 51,000 rupees mark in the 
national capital, rising by 502 rupees on strong 
international prices. The precious metal rose by 502 
rupees to 51,443 rupees per 10 gram. 
 

Banks’ gross NPAs may climb to as much as 14.7% 
by March: RBI 
Financial stability report by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) says that macro stress tests for credit risk in the 
banking sector indicate that the gross non-performing 
assets (NPAs) may increase from current 8.5 per cent in 
March 2020 to 12.5 per cent by March 2021 under the 
baseline scenario. It, however, adds that if the 
macroeconomic environment worsens further, the ratio 
may escalate to 14.7 per cent under very severe stress. 
 

Reliance Industries market valuation crosses ₹14-
lakh cr mark 
Reliance Industries’ market valuation crossed the ₹14-
lakh crore mark as its stock rallied over 4 per cent to 
scale its fresh peak. The combined market capitalisation 
(m-cap) of Reliance Industries now stands at 
₹14,14,825.44 crore. Shares of Reliance Industries had 
on Thursday also jumped nearly 3 per cent amid reports 
that Amazon was eyeing a stake in the conglomerate’s 
retail arm. 
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IRDAI nod for Arogya Sanjeevani group variant 
Insurance regulator IRDAI said it was permitting insurers to 
offer standard health insurance cover Arogya Sanjeevani 
as a group policy. This version will be introduced under the 
same name — Arogya Sanjeevani — and terms and 
conditions of the standard policy retained. 
 

RBI nod for Route One Investment Company’s stake 
hike in IndusInd Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved a proposal by 
Route One Investment Company (ROIC) to increase its 
stake in IndusInd Bank to up 10 per cent from 4.96 per 
cent. ROIC is a US-based hedge fund. 
 

Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFCs/HFCs: FinMin 
sanctions 5 proposals for ₹3,090 crore 
The Finance Ministry said that five proposals involving 
an amount of ₹3,090 crore had been sanctioned under 
the ₹30,000 crore Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFCs 
and HFCs. 
 

Partha Pratim Sengupta appointed new MD, CEO of 
Indian Overseas Bank 
Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said Partha Pratim Sengupta 
has been appointed as its new managing director and 
chief executive. 
 

Insolvency law caused rift with govt: Former RBI 
governor Urjit Patel 
Moves to dilute a new bankruptcy law caused 
disagreements between Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government and the central bank, according to former 
Reserve Bank of India Governor Urjit Patel. 
 

Reliance overtakes Exxon to become world's 2nd 
most valuable energy firm 
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) became the world’s 
second most valuable energy company, overtaking 
American oil giant ExxonMobil after its market 
capitalisation(m-cap) reached over ₹14 lakh crore(14.1 
trillion or USD 189.3 billion). Aramco tops the list  
 

India announces 400 million dollar currency swap for 
Sri Lanka 
Reserve Bank of India has signed necessary documents 
for extending a 400 million dollar currency swap facility 
with the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. This currency swap 
arrangement will remain available till November 2022. 
 

GST Compensation of ₹13,806 cr to States for March, 
2020 released 
The Central Government has released GST Compensation 
of 13,806 crore rupees to States for March, 2020. The total 
amount of compensation released for the year 2019-20 is 
one lakh 65,302 crore rupees. 
 

Finance Ministry proposes stern action against 
untraceable exporters claiming IGST Refund 
According to the Finance Ministry, stern action is 
proposed against the risky exporters who have been 
claiming IGST Refund worth ₹2,020 crore and were 
found untraceable. The number of such untraceable 
risky exporters has gone up to 1,474 as on date. 
 

Govt notifies changes in FDI norms on civil aviation; 
permits NRIs to own 100% stake of Air India 
The Union government has notified changes in Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) norms on civil aviation. It will 
permit non-resident Indian nationals to own 100 per cent 
stake of Air India. 

EU to restrict exports to Hong Kong 
The European Union will restrict exports to Hong Kong of 
equipment that could be used for surveillance and repression 
after China imposed a controversial new security law. 
 

FM Sitharaman attends 5th Annual Meeting of Board 
of Governors of AIIB 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has attended the 
5th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) through video 
conference in New Delhi. 
 

IDBI Bank turns into profit in Q1 
IDBI Bank  reported ₹144 crore net profit for June 
quarter on account of a reversal of ₹1335 crore of bad 
loan provisioning. 
 

Yes Bank Q1 net falls 60%, asset quality drops 
Yes Bank reported a 60% fall in its standalone net profit to 
₹45.44 crore for the first quarter ended June 30.  
Total income (standalone) for the April-June quarter of 
2020-21 fell by 32.8 per cent to ₹6,106.74 crore, from 
₹9,088.80 crore in same period of 2019-20. 
 

Deloitte, Edelweiss picked as pre-IPO transaction 
advisors for LIC public issue 
The Union government has picked Edelweiss Financial 
Services Ltd and Deloitte as the two pre-initial public 
offer (IPO) transaction advisors for the listing of the 
country’s biggest insurer – Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC). 
 

Thierry Bollore is new CEO of JLR 
Thierry Bollore has been appointed as the new chief 
executive officer of Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) effective 
September 10, 2020. He will succeed Ralph Speth, who 
will continue as non-executive chairman of JLR  
 

US Federal Reserve leaves rates unchanged, 
promises more support 
The US Federal Reserve kept its benchmark interest 
rate anchored near zero (0%-0.25%) and pledged to 
keep it there until the economy recovers. 
 

Overseas borrowings in Q1 FY21 tumble to 11-
quarter low of $3.51 bn 
Overseas borrowings of India Inc plunged to an 11-
quarter low to $3.51 billion during the first quarter of the 
current fiscal as the pandemic-led lockdown brought 
both economic and lending activities to a virtual standstill 
for nearly two months. 
 

WTO sets up dispute panels against India’s tech 
tariffs on Japan, Taiwan’s request 
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) has set up two 
more dispute settlement panels, this time at the request 
of Japan and Taiwan, targeting import duties imposed by 
India on a number of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) products including mobile phones. 
 

B Ramesh Babu assumes charge MD and CEO of 
Karur Vysya Bank 
B Ramesh Babu took over as the managing director and 
chief executive officer of Karur Vysya Bank. 
 

Govt extends deadline for filing income tax returns 
till September 30 
Union Government has extended the deadline for filing 
income tax returns for 2018-19 fiscal by two months till 
30th of September. 
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RBI extends directions for three Maharashtra urban 
cooperative banks 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended its directions 
for three urban cooperative banks – the Vasantdada Nagari 
Sahakari Bank, the Kapol Cooperative Bank and the 
Maratha Sahakari Bank – all from Maharashtra. 
 

 
 
 
 

India's AI enabled MyGov Corona Helpdesk wins two 
global awards 
India’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) enabled MyGov Corona 
Helpdesk has bagged two awards at the Global 
Leadership Summit and Festival of AI and Emerging 
Technology, CogX 2020. 
 

Raman gets Sports Achiever Award 
Former India opener and the current coach of the 
women’s cricket team W.V. Raman was presented the 
Sports Achiever Award by the Rotary Club of Madras in 
a virtual function. 
 

Kritika Pandey wins 2020 Commonwealth Short Story 
Prize 
India's Kritika Pandey was awarded the 5,000 pound 
Commonwealth Short Story Prize 2020 for "The Great 
Indian Tee and Snakes" in a virtual ceremony. 
 

de Kock wins CSA’s top award 
Quinton de Kock and Laura Wolvaardt were named 
South Africa's Men's and Women's Cricketer of the Year 
respectively at CSA's annual awards ceremony, held 
virtually. 
 

Arunachal Pradesh filmmaker bags Dada Saheb 
Phalke Award for documentary on honey hunting 
Arunachal Pradesh filmmaker Kezang D Thongdok has 
bagged the Dada Saheb Phalke Award 2020 for a short 
documentary “Chi Lupo“. Chi Lupo is a short documentary 
on honey hunting. 
 

NTPC Limited wins prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability 
Award 2019 
National Thermal Power Corporation, NTPC Limited, a 
Central PSU has won the prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability 
Award 2019, under Outstanding Accomplishment in 
Corporate Excellence Category. 
 

Gurbux and Palash to get Bagan Ratna 
Hockey Olympian Gurbux Singh and former Bengal 
cricketer and coach Palash Nandi would be honoured 
with the Mohun Bagan Ratna, the club’s highest order of 
merit, while another hockey Olympian Ashok Kumar is to 
get the lifetime achievement award. 
 

ISRO Chief Sivan Named As 2020 Von Karman 
Award Recipient By IAA 
ISRO chief Dr Kailasavadivoo Sivan has been named as 
the recipient of the 2020 Von Karman Award of the 
International Academy of Astronautics. The award, which 
is the highest distinction of the Academy will be conferred 
in March 2021 in Paris. 
 

Tata's Chandrasekaran, Lockheed's Taiclet to receive 
USIBC Global Leadership Award 
Tata group Chairman N Chandrasekaran and Lockheed 
Martin CEO Jim Taiclet will receive the USIBC Global 
Leadership Award this year, business advocacy group 
USIBC said. 

Shahidul Alam wins CPJ’s Int’l Press Freedom Award 
Prominent Bangladeshi photojournalist Shahidul Alam has 
been awarded the 2020 International Press Freedom Award 
alongside three others from Iran, Nigeria and Russia. The 
other awardees are: Mohammad Mosaed (Iran), Dapo 
Olorunyomi (Nigeria) and Svetlana Prokopyeva (Russia). 
 

CPJ will also honour lawyer Amal Clooney with the 
Gwen Ifill Press Freedom Award. 
 

Kate Winslet to be honoured with Tribute Actor 
Award at Toronto International Film Festival 2020 
Actor Kate Winslet will receive the Tribute Actor Award 
during the 2020 Toronto International Film Festival on 15 
September. The Oscar-winning actor will receive the 
honour during the virtual gala following her latest film, 
Francis Lee's Ammonite. 
 

Indian-Origin Singapore Nurse Gets President's 
Award For COVID Services 
A 59-year-old Indian-origin nurse by the name Kala 
Narayanasamy in Singapore has been conferred with the 
President's Award for Nurses for serving on the frontline 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Environmental activist Greta Thunberg wins first 
Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity 
Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg was 
awarded the first Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity. The 
award carries a €1,000,000 prize and the entire amount 
would be donated by Thunberg to project and 
organisations “fighting for a sustainable world”. 
 

 
 
 
 

KK Venugopal 
The President of India has notified the reappointment of 
senior advocate KK Venugopal as Attorney General for 
India (AG) a period of one year from July 1. 
 

Everton Weekes 
Legendary batsman Everton Weekes, the last of the famed 
West Indies 'Three Ws', died at the age of 95 and was 
hailed as "a founding father" of the sport in the Caribbean. 
 

Shashank Manohar 
India’s Shashank Manohar stepped down as International 
Cricket Council (ICC) chairman, one week before the 
election process for his successor is announced. Deputy 
chairman Imran Khwaja, formerly of Singapore Cricket 
Association, will be the interim head. 
 

Rajkiran Rai 
The Union government has extended Union Bank of 
India (UBI) CEO Rajkiran Rai's term by another two 
years until his retirement on May 31 2022. 
 

Vladimir Putin 
President Vladimir Putin has won a resounding victory in 
his bid to stay in power until the middle of the next 
decade, as Russians voted overwhelmingly to endorse 
the country's political status quo. 
 

The vote paves the way for Putin, who has ruled for two 
decades, to remain President until 2036. 
 

Mani Pandey 
Senior diplomat Indra Mani Pandey has been appointed 
as the next Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of India to the United Nations and other International 
Organisations in Geneva. 
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Saroj Khan 
Three-time National Award winner, veteran Bollywood 
choreographer, Saroj Khan, passed away due to cardiac 
arrest. She was 71. 
 

Lin Dan 
China's two-time Olympic badminton champion Lin Dan, 
one of the sport's greatest singles players, announced 
his retirement. 
 

Kanye West 
Hip-hop musician Kanye West has announced that he 
would run for President of the United States this year. 
 

Jair Bolsonaro 
Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro said he has tested positive 
for the new coronavirus after months of downplaying its 
severity while deaths mounted rapidly inside the country. 
 

Injeti Srinivas 
The Union government  appointed retired IAS officer 
Injeti Srinivas as chairman of the International Financial 
Services Centres Authority (IFSCA). 
 

Jagdeep 
Veteran Bollywood actor Jagdeep, known for his work in 
films such as Sholay, Andaz Apna Apna and Purana 
Mandir, has died. He was 81. He is the father of actor 
Javed Jafferi and television host Naved, 
 

Ennio Morricone 
Ennio Morricone, whose scores for movies such as “The 
Good, the Bad and the Ugly”, “The Mission” and 
“Cinema Paradiso” made him one of the world’s most 
famous and prolific screen composers, has died. 
 

Amadou Gon Coulibaly  
Amadou Gon Coulibaly, Ivory Coast's prime minister and 
the governing party's candidate for an October presidential 
election, passed away, just days after returning from two 
months of medical treatment in France. 
 

Ramkumar Ramamoorthy 
Ramkumar Ramamoorthy, the India chairman and MD of 
US-based IT services major Cognizant, has resigned 
from the company after a stint of 23 years to pursue 
personal interest in the education sector. 
 

K Palaniswami 
The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International,Chicago, has 
honoured Tamil Nadu(TN) Chief Minister(CM) Edappadi K 
Palaniswami with Paul Harris Fellow recognition. 
 

Avad Bin Hassan Jami 
Renowned cartoonist Avad Bin Hassan Jami, popularly 
known as “Jami” passed away in Jamnagar. 
 

Andrzej Duda 
Poland's incumbent President Andrzej Duda has narrowly 
beaten challenger Rafal Trzaskowski in presidential vote. 
The National Electoral Commission said Mr Duda had won 
51.2% of the votes. 
 

Dr. Vidhu P. Nair 
Dr. Vidhu P. Nair has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to Turkmenistan. Dr Nair, who is a 
2002 batch IFS officer, is presently Director in the External 
Affairs Ministry. 
 

Nagindas Sanghvi 
Veteran Gujarati journalist, columnist, writer and political 
analyst Nagindas Sanghvi passed away in Surat. He 
was 100. 
 

Mukesh Ambani 
India's richest man Mukesh Ambani has surged past 
Silicon Valley tech titan Elon Musk as well as Alphabet co-
founders Sergey Brin and Larry Page to become the 
world's sixth-richest person. Mukesh Ambani’s wealth 
surpassed Warren Buffett's last week, is now worth $72.4 
billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. 
 

Hemang Amin 
The Indian cricket board BCCI has appointed its IPL 
chief operating officer Hemang Amin as the interim CEO. 
 

Ashok Lavasa 
Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, who was next in 
line to head the poll panel, was named as the new vice-
president of the Philippines-based Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) - a position he can take only after resigning 
from his current job. 
 

Chan Santokhi 
Indian-origin, Chandrikapersad Chan Santokhi has been 
elected the president of South American country Suriname. 
 

Elyes Fakhfakh 
Tunisia's Prime Minister Elyes Fakhfakh handed his 
resignation to the country's president, amid a brewing 
political crisis. Fakhfakh's resignation came as a campaign 
to oust him in a vote of no confidence gathered momentum. 
 

Noor Mehsud 
The United Nations has designated Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) terror group's leader Noor Wali Mehsud, 
as a global terrorist for participating in the financing, 
planning and perpetrating acts on behalf of and in 
support of entities associated with al-Qaida  
 

P Praveen Siddharth 
P Praveen Siddharth, a 2001-batch officer of Indian 
Revenue Service (Income Tax), has been appointed as 
the new Private Secretary PS to the President in place of 
Singh on co-terminus basis. 
 

Ossouka Raponda 
The president of Gabon, Ali Bongo Ondimba, has 
appointed the country's first female prime minister, Rose 
Christiane Ossouka Raponda. Ossouka Raponda was 
promoted from the defence ministry and takes over from 
Julien Nkoghe Bekale  
 

Roshni Nadar Malhotra 
Roshni Nadar Malhotra, India's wealthiest woman, is now 
the chairperson of HCL Technologies, the Noida-based IT 
company. She succeeds her father, Shiv Nadar. Shiv 
Nadar will continue to be HCL Tech's managing director, 
with the designation as the chief strategy officer. 
 

Former para-badminton player Ramesh Tikaram dies 
at 51 
Arjuna awardee and ace para-badminton player Ramesh 
Tikaram died of coronavirus in a hospital. 
 

Narendra Modi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi twitter account surpassed 
the 60 million mark, reaffirming him as the most followed 
Indian leader across the globe. 
 

Lalji Tandon 
Madhya Pradesh Governor Lalji Tandon passed away. A 
veteran BJP leader, Lalji Tandon was a former MP from 
Lucknow and former Cabinet Minister in the state 
government. 
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Bijoy Mohanty 
Odia film actor and director Bijay Mohanty passed away 
at the age of 70 after he suffered a cardiac arrest.  
An alumnus of National School of Drama, the actor acted 
in more than 150 films 
 
Rahul Bajaj 
Noted industrialist Rahul Bajaj will step down as Non-
Executive Chairman of Bajaj Finance on July 31, after 
being at the helm of the company for over three 
decades. He will be succeeded by Sanjiv Bajaj, currently 
Vice Chairman. 
 
Arun Kumar 
International Union of Railways, UIC, Paris, has 
nominated Director General of Railway Protection Force, 
Arun Kumar, as Vice-Chairman of its security platform. 
Mr Kumar will take over as chairman of the platform from 
July 2022 to July 2024. 
 
Riva Ganguly Das 
India's High Commissioner to Bangladesh, Riva Ganguly 
Das is appointed by the Government as the Secretary 
East, in the Ministry of External Affairs. 
 
Benjamin Mkapa 
Tanzania’s former president Benjamin Mkapa (81), died 
at a hospital in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, where he was 
admitted for an undisclosed illness. 
 
John Saxon 
American actor John Saxon, who starred opposite Bruce 
Lee in the classic film "Enter the Dragon," has died at 83. 
Saxon starred in nearly 200 movies and TV shows after 
his 1954 debut  
 
Mahdi Mohamed Gulaid 
Somalia President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo has 
appointed Mahdi Mohamed Gulaid as the Caretaker 
Prime Minister following the removal of Hassan Ali 
Khaire from the position. 
 
Hichem Mechichi 
Interior Minister, Hichem Mechichi, was appointed as the 
new Prime Minister of Tunisia by the country’s President 
Kais Saied. 
 
Olivia De Havilland 
Olivia de Havilland, the two-time Oscar winner and one 
of the glamorous stars of Hollywood's Golden Age in the 
1940s, has died. She was 104. Her most prominent role 
was in the 1939 epic "Gone With the Wind." 
 
Avni Doshi 
Dubai-based Indian-origin author Avni Doshi is among 

the 13 authors longlisted for the prestigious 2020 Booker 

Prize for her debut novel Burnt Sugar  
 
Brajendra Navnit 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of India to 
the World Trade Organization, WTO Brajendra Navnit 
presented his letter of Credentials to the Director-
General of WTO Roberto Azevedo. 
 
Hardik Shah 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has picked a Gujarat-cadre 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, Hardik Shah, 
as his new Private Secretary in place of Rajiv Topno. 

 
 
 
Naga Jothi shocks Rashmi, wins title 
Naga Jothi stunned two-time world champion and 
favourite Rashmi Kumari with a strong performance in 
the women’s final of the World online carrom challenge. 
In the men’s final, K. Srinivas was in roaring form as he 
unleashed a white slam and four black slams to outclass 
Riyaz Akbar Ali. 
 

Wisden India names Ravindra Jadeja the 'most 
valuable' player of 21st century 
Flamboyant all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja has been 
named as India’s most valuable Test player in the 21st 
century by the Wisden magazine. 
 

Ladakh Marathon cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic 
Due to COVID-19 Pandemic, the world-famous sporting 
event in India, the Ladakh Marathon has been cancelled 
for this year. 
 

2020 Hero Indian Open golf cancelled due to COVID-
19 pandemic 
Hero Indian Open, the biggest golf tournament the country 
hosts, was cancelled owing to the COVID-19 pandemic  
 

Sri Lanka drops 2011 World Cup final fixing probe on 
lack of evidence 
In Sri Lanka, the investigation launched into the match-
fixing allegations during the final of 2011 World Cup 
cricket has been suspended following insufficient 
evidence and public outcry. 
 

Foreign and Indian coaches will now have a four-
year contract 
Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju said foreign and Indian 
coaches for training Indian Athletes will now have a four-
year contract in alignment with the Olympic cycle. 
 

Valtteri Bottas wins F1 Austrian Grand Prix after 
Hamilton suffers penalty 
Formula One returned in style as Valtteri Bottas won the 
opening race of the season F1 Austrian Grand Prix after 
an explosive finish to an astonishing race. 
 

Akash becomes India’s 66th GM 
Chennai’s G. Akash became the country's 66th 
Grandmaster. His GM title was confirmed at the second 
council meet of the International Chess Federation 
(FIDE) for the year 2020 held recently. 
 

Carlsen wins Chessable Masters 
Magnus Carlsen has won the Chessable Masters online 
tournament by scoring a straight-set victory in the final 
against Anish Giri. 
 

Teenager Pranesh earns International Master title 
13-year-old M. Pranesh became the country’s latest 
International Master. The IM title was conferred at the 
second council meet of FIDE (world chess body) held on 
July 3. 
 

Asia Cup deferred till June 2021 
The Asian Cricket Council (ACC) postponed the Asia 
Cup tournament, scheduled for September this year, 
until June 2021 owing to an upsurge in COVID-19 cases 
in the region. The Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) will now host 
the rescheduled Asia Cup expected in June 2021, while 
the PCB will host the 2022 edition. 
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Gyanendro Ningombam named as Hockey India's 
officiating president 
Gyanendro Ningombam was named as the officiating 
president of Hockey India. The decision followed the 
resignation of Mohd Mushtaque Ahmad, who stepped 
down from the position. 
 

West Indies win first cricket test match against 
England by four wickets 
West Indies won the first international cricket match 
beating hosts England in a thrilling first Test at an empty 
Ageas Bowl Stadium. West Indies chased down the 
victory target of 200-run with four wickets in hand. 
 

Lagno pips Yifan to title 
Kateryna Lagno of Russia has won the third Grand Prix 
leg of the FIDE Chess.com women’s Speed Chess in 
dramatic fashion. 
 

Lewis Hamilton wins Styrian GP from pole after 
Ferraris collide on first lap 
Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton cruised to a comfortable 
victory in the Styrian Grand Prix. 
 

Real dethrones Barcelona, wins 34th La Liga title 
Real Madrid clinched the 2019-20 La Liga title with a 2-1 
win over Villareal at Estadio Alfredo di Stefano to win 
their 34th Spanish league title, moving eight clear of 
nearest rivals Barcelona. 
 

Deccan Chargers axing deemed illegal 
Deccan Chronicle Holding Ltd. — the owner of the now 
defunct Deccan Chargers has been awarded a 
compensation of ₹4814.67 crore plus 10% interest from 
2012, by a Bombay High Court-appointed arbitration 
tribunal  
 

IOC postpones Dakar Youth Olympics by 4 years to 
2026 
The 2022 Dakar Youth Olympics were postponed by four 
years in further fallout from delaying the Tokyo Olympics 
to 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Lewis Hamilton won the Hungarian Grand Prix 
Lewis Hamilton has won the Hungarian Grand Prix in 
dominant style and for a record eighth time. 
 

Chess: Harikrishna triumphs 
P.Harikrishna won the Chess960 event of the 53rd Biel 
International Chess Festival in Switzerland  
 

Daruvala finishes seventh 
India's Jehan Daruvala finished seventh in the reverse 
grid race of the FIA Formula 2 championship on Sunday, 
pocketing two points. 
 

T20 WC put off to 2022 
The T20 World Cup, scheduled to be played in Australia in 
October-November 2020, has formally been postponed to 
2022. 
 

England draws level with thumping win 
England bowled out West Indies for 198 in the final 
session on day five to win the second Test by 113 runs 
and level the three-match series 1-1 at Old Trafford. 
 

No Ballon d’Or this year 
France Football has announced that the prestigious prize 
“Ballon d’Or” in 2020 will not be handed out this season 
due to the lack of sufficient fair conditions. The prize that 
has been dominated by Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo in recent times will not be awarded for this 
calendar year. 
 

Harikrishna finishes runner-up 
P. Harikrishna took the second spot in the rapid section 
of the Beil International Chess Festival in Switzerland. 
 

Anna Ushenina wins FIDE Women’s Speed Chess 
Championship 
Anna Ushenina of Ukraine has won the FIDE Chess.com 
women’s speed Championship, beating Russia’s 
Alexandra Kosteniuk 15.5-14.5 in an exciting super final. 
 

Stokes replaces Holder as top-ranked all-rounder 
England star Ben Stokes has outdone West Indies 
captain Jason Holder to become the world’s top-ranked 
Test all-rounder while also attaining a career-best third 
position among batsmen in the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s 
Test Player Rankings  
 

Liverpool lifts Premier League trophy 
Liverpool have lifted the Premier League trophy for the first 
time after waiting 30 years to win a league title. Liverpool 
lifted the trophy after defeating Chelsea 5-3 at Anfield. 
 

India’s mixed relay gold in 2018 Asian Games ratified 
India’s year-long wait for an official ratification of its 
4x400m mixed relay Asian Games gold has finally ended 
with World Athletics updating the results and rankings on 
its website. The Indian quartet of Mohammed Anas 
Yahiya, M.R. Poovamma, Hima Das and Arokia Rajiv 
had finished second in 2018. 
 

IPL to be held in UAE from Sept. 19 to Nov. 8 
The Indian Premier League is all set to begin from 
September 19 and will continue till November 8 in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the tournament's Governing 
Council chairman, Brijesh Patel, has confirmed. 
 

England and West Indies to play for Richards-
Botham Trophy from next series 
England and West Indies will be vying for the 'Richards-
Botham' Trophy when they next clash in Test cricket with 
the 'Wisden Trophy' being rechristened after the names 
of the two iconic cricketers from both teams. 
 

Haryana to host 4th Khelo India Youth Games 
Haryana will host the 4th Khelo India Youth Games. Sports 
Minister Kiren Rijiju and Haryana Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar announced this through video conferencing. 
 

Juventus seals ninth straight title 
Cristiano Ronaldo powered Juventus to its ninth straight 
Serie A title on Sunday in a 2-0 win over Sampdoria that 
put it over the line with two matches to spare 
 

England takes the series 
England beat the West Indies by 269 runs to claim a 
series-clinching win in the third Test at Old Trafford. 
Victory saw England take the three-match series 2-1 and 
regain the Wisden Trophy. 
 

Bagan features on NASDAQ billboards 
Mohun Bagan went global as it became the country’s 
first-ever football club to feature on NASDAQ billboards 
in New York’s Times Square. 
 

Harikrishna tops classical 
P. Harikrishna won the classical format of the Biel chess 
festival in Switzerland and finished second overall. 
 

Rajat Bhatia calls it a day 
Seasoned allrounder Rajat Bhatia has announced his 
retirement from all forms of cricket. In the Indian Premier 
League, he was part of the title-winning Kolkata Knight 
Riders in 2012. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  
 
 
FCC designates 2 Chinese companies - Huawei 
Technologies, ZTE Corporation as National Security 
Threats 
The US Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has 
designated two Chinese companies - Huawei Technologies 
and ZTE Corporation as national security threats. 
 

46 million girls lost to gender bias in India: Report 
Preference for sons and gender-biased sex selection 
have led to over 142 million girls missing globally and 46 
million girls missing in India, according to a UN flagship 
report that focuses on gender bias and violence against 
girls and women. China (50%) and India (40%) together 
account for around 90% of the estimated 1.2 million girls 
lost annually to female foeticide. 
 

Two renowned Indian Americans honoured by 
prestigious American foundation 
Two renowned Indian Americans who have contributed 
towards the efforts in mitigating the COVID-19 health crisis 
are among the 38 immigrants honoured by a prestigious 
American foundation ahead of US Independence Day 
commemoration this year. Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
and oncologist Siddhartha Mukherjee and Professor of 
Economics at Harvard University Raj Chetty have been 
named by the Carnegie Corporation of New York as '2020 
Great Immigrants' honorees. 
 

2 agricultural experts from India named by UN chief 
to scientific group for 2021 food summit 
Two eminent agricultural experts hailing from India Prof 
Rattan Lal and Dr Uma Lele have been named members 
of an international scientific group, aimed to offer foremost 
scientific evidence for sustainable food systems, 
established by UN chief Antonio Guterres ahead of a global 
food summit next year. 
 

Africa: Over 350 elephants found dead in Botswana 
since May 
Over 350 elephants have died in the southern African 
country of Botswana ’s famed Okavango Delta since May, 
leaving conservationists puzzled. Botswana is home to 
one-third of the continent’s elephant population. 
 

Bangladesh moves 7 places up in latest SDG index 
for year 2020 
Bangladesh has moved 7 places up to rank 109th in the 
latest Sustainable Development Index (SDG) for the year 
2020. Sweden is placed at the top of the index with an 
overall score of 84.7 
 

Mining giant told to pay $2 bn for Arctic spill 
Russia’s state environmental watchdog said that metals 
giant Norilsk Nickel should pay an unprecedented $2 billion 
in damages over a huge Arctic fuel spill. The amount of the 
fine is equal to a third of its net profit in 2019. 
 

India ranks 34th in JLL's Global Real Estate 
Transparency Index 
India's Global Real Estate Transparency Index ranking 
has improved by one notch to 34 on the back of regulatory 
reforms, better market data and green initiatives, 
according to property consultant JLL. 
 

The United Kingdom (UK) ranks first in the list of 99 
countries, followed by the United States, Australia, France, 
Canada. 
 

Maldives, Sri Lanka eliminate measles & rubella 
ahead of 2023 target 
Maldives and Sri Lanka have become the first two 
countries in the South-East Asia region to eliminate both 
measles and rubella ahead of the 2023 target. 
 

15th meeting of India-EU Summit to be held in virtual 
mode on 15th July 
The 15th meeting of the India-European Union Summit will 
be held in virtual mode on 15th July. The Summit will be co-
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President of 
European Council Charles Michel and President of 
European Commission Ursula von der Leyen. 
 

India ranks eighth for cancer preparedness among 
10 Asia-Pacific countries: EIU Report 
India has been ranked eighth for cancer preparedness 
among 10 Asia-Pacific countries, according to the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) report. While Australia (92.4), South 
Korea (83.4) and Malaysia (80.3) lead the region. 
 

India's 2018 Tiger Census Makes It to Guinness World 
Records 
India's 2018 Tiger Census has made it to the Guinness 
Book of World Records for being the world's largest on-
camera wildlife survey. The fourth cycle of the All India 
Tiger Estimation 2018 estimated 2,967 tigers or 75 per 
cent of the global tiger population in the nation. 
 

International Day of Cooperatives :4th July 
The United Nations celebrates the International Day of 
Cooperatives every year on the first Saturday of July to 
increase awareness of cooperatives. 
 

10th July: National Fish Farmers Day 
The Government of India back in 2001 declared 10th July to 
be celebrated every year as ‘National Fish Farmers Day’. 
 

11th July: World Population Day 
World Population Day is observed on July 11 every year, 
which seeks to raise awareness of global population issues.  
 

UK bans its companies from sourcing 5G equipment 
from Huawei 
The UK has banned its companies from sourcing 5G 
equipment from Chinese telecom company Huawei. 
 

Pangolin scale seizures jumped 10 times between 
2014 and 2018: UN report 
According to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC)’s World Wildlife Crime Report2020, pangolins 
are the most trafficked wild mammals in the world, with 
the seizure of their scales increasing tenfold between 
2014 and 2018. 
 

India Ranks Third In Global Manufacturing Risk 
Index: Cushman & Wakefield Report 
India ranks third in the list of most-suitable locations for 
global manufacturing among 48 countries in terms of cost 
competitiveness and operating conditions, according to 
property consultant Cushman & Wakefield. China and the 
U.S. retain the top two positions. 
 

Celebrating International Criminal Justice Day on July 17 
July 17 marks International Criminal Justice Day, 
commemorating the anniversary of the adoption of the 
Rome Statute, the founding treaty of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), which seeks to protect people from 
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the 
crime of aggression. 
 

UNDP report states that more than 27 crore people in 
India came out of poverty in last 10 years 
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar shared the details of a United Nations 
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Development Programe (UNDP) report which states that 
more than 27 crore people in the country have come out 
of poverty in the last 10 years. India recorded the world's 
largest reduction in multidimensional poverty between 
2005-06 and 2015-16, according to the latest UN report. 
 
India establishes air travel bubbles with US, France, 
Germany 
Union Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri informed 
that India has established individual bilateral ‘air bubbles’ 
with France the United States(US) and Germany 
 
Nelson Mandela International Day 2020: July 18 
The United Nations’(UN) Nelson Mandela International 
Day is celebrated on July 18th every year. The theme of 
Nelson Mandela International Day is “Take action, inspire 
change” 
 
UAE launches its first space mission to Mars from Japan 
UAE’s historic journey to Mars Hope Probe has been 
successfully started from the Tanegashima Space Center in 
Japan. It is the Arab world’s first interplanetary landmark 
mission. 
 
Indian Navy undertakes passing exercise with US 
Navy in Indian Ocean Region 
Indian Navy undertook a passing exercise with the US 
Navy in the Indian Ocean Region. US Navy carrier strike 
group, led by USS Nimitz and Indian Navy conducted the 
maritime drills, PASSEX, which aims at further enhancing 
interoperability between Navies of both the countries. 
 
India Ranks Among 10 Worst Countries For Working 
People: ITUC 
India is among the 10 worst countries for working people, 
according to the seventh edition of the International Trade 
Union Confederation (ITUC) Global Rights Index that 
ranks 144 countries on the degree of respect for workers' 
rights. The others include Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia, 
Egypt, Honduras, Kazakhstan, the Philippines, Turkey and 
Zimbabwe. 
 
China launches ambitious Mars mission 
China launched its most ambitious Mars mission 
Tianwen-1 in a bold attempt to join the U.S. in 
successfully landing a spacecraft on the red planet. 
 
Nicaragua latest country to sign International Solar 
Alliance Framework Agreement 
Nicaragua has become the latest country to join the 
International Solar Alliance Framework Agreement, an 
initiative led by India to promote sustainable energy. The 
Central American country is the 87th country to sign the 
agreement. 
 
Erdogan joins thousands to pray at Hagia Sophia 
Turkey's President Tayyip Erdogan joined thousands of 
worshippers at Hagia Sophia for the first prayers since 
he declared the monument, revered by Christians and 
Muslims for almost 1,500 years, a mosque once again. 
 
India among top 10 countries gaining forest area in 
the world: FAO 
India has ranked third among the top 10 countries that 
have gained in forest areas in the last decade, the latest 
Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) brought out 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the 
United Nations. 

India extends medical assistance worth about USD 1 
million to North Korea 
The Indian government sent $1 million worth of anti-
tuberculosis medicine to North Korea per a request from 
the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 

India-European Union Agreement on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation renewed for next five years 
India and European Union have renewed its Agreement 
on Scientific and Technological Cooperation for the next 
five years (2020-2025). 
 

India Builds World’s First-Ever Electrified Rail 
Tunnel Capable of Running Double Stack Container 
Trains 
India builds one kilometer (km) long World’s first 
electrified rail tunnel that fits double stack containers. It 
cuts through Aravali mountain on the Western Dedicated 
Freight Corridor (WDFC) near Sohna, Haryana. 
 

World Class State of the Art Honey Testing Lab 
inaugurated at Anand, Gujarat 
Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri 
Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated the ‘World Class State 
of Art Honey Testing Laboratory’ established by National 
Dairy Development Board (NDDB)in Anand (Gujarat). 
 

Hyderabad is 16th most surveilled city in the world 
According to a report published by the UK tech firm 
Comparitech, Hyderabad ranks 16th among the top 50 
CCTV-surveilled cities in the world and is the top-ranked 
Indian metropolis. Taiyuan in China is the most surveilled 
city. 
 

300-year-old Kali temple reconstructed with Indian 
support in Bangladesh 
The High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Riva 
Ganguly Das has jointly inaugurated the reconstructed 
Sree Sree Joykali Matar temple at Natore. The Sree Sree 
JoyKali Matar temple was built approximately 300 years 
back in the early 18th century by Shri Dayaram Roy. 
 

International Tigers day being observed on July 29 
International Tiger Day will be celebrated on 29th of July 
every year across the globe to create awareness about 
tiger conservation. 
 

Indians the biggest group getting Australia citizenship 
More than 38,000 Indians became Australian citizens in 
2019-2020, a 60% increase from the previous year and 
the largest diaspora group to be granted the country’s 
citizenship. 
 

SABIC Chemical Plant in Spain Will be the 1st to 
Operate on 100% RE 
The polycarbonate facility of SABIC in Spain is all set to 
become the world’s first large scale chemical production 
plant to run entirely (100 percent) on renewable energy 
after it agreed to a major new deal with Spanish utility 
Iberdrola to secure power from a (currently under 
development) solar power project. 
 

A third of the world’s children poisoned by lead, new 
groundbreaking analysis says 
Lead poisoning is affecting children on a massive and 
previously unknown scale, according to a new report 
launched by UNICEF and Pure Earth. The report, the 
first of its kind, says that around 1 in 3 children – up to 
800 million globally – have blood lead levels at or above 
5 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL). 

 


