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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (JUNE 2020) 
 
 
 
 
Russia: Putin sets July 1 for constitutional reform vote 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has said a delayed 
vote on constitutional reforms that could extend his rule 
beyond 2024 will take place on July 1, pressing ahead 
with the plan despite the threat of the coronavirus 
pandemic.  
 

PM Modi pledges USD 15 mn to global vaccines 
alliance, Gavi 
India has pledged 15 million dollars to Gavi, the 
international vaccine alliance. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced this while addressing the virtual Global 
Vaccine Summit hosted by UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson. 
 

Govts ask everyone to wear fabric face masks in 
public areas: WHO 
World Health Organization has renewed its guidance to 
recommend that governments ask everyone to wear 
fabric face masks in public areas where there is a risk of 
transmission of COVID-19  
 

North Korea cuts off all communication with South 
North Korea said it was cutting off all communication 
channels with South Korea, a move experts say could 
signal Pyongyang has grown frustrated that Seoul has 
failed to revive lucrative inter-Korean economic projects 
and persuade the U.S. to ease sanctions. 
 

Sri Lankan parliamentary elections to be held on 
August 5 
In Sri Lanka, the date for next parliamentary election has 
been finally decided for August 5th. The new date comes 
after elections were postponed twice because of  
COVID crisis.  
 

Syria's Assad fires his PM amid worsening economic 
crisis 
Syrian President Bashar Assad has fired his prime 
minister Imad Khamis a month ahead of elections as the 
economic crisis worsens and public anger rises in the 
territory under his control. He also appointed the current 
water resources minister Hussein Arnous to replace 
Imad Khamis, who has been the premier since 2016.   
 

Trump targets ICC with sanctions over Afghanistan 
war crimes case 
U.S. President Donald Trump has issued an executive 
order authorising sanctions against individuals involved in 
an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation into 
whether U.S. forces committed war crimes in Afghanistan. 
 

China reported new cluster of COVID-19 cases in 
Beijing: WHO 
WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
noted that China reported a new cluster of COVID-19 
cases in Beijing, after more than 50 days without a case 
in the city. More than 100 cases have now been 
confirmed in Beijing 
 

India-China clash: 20 Indian troops killed in Ladakh 
fighting 
At least 20 Indian soldiers were killed in a clash with 
Chinese forces in a disputed Himalayan border area, 
Indian officials say. The incident follows rising tensions, 

and is the first deadly clash in the border area in at least 
45 years. 
 

Researchers unveil first drug shown to improve 
COVID-19 survival rates 
Researchers in England have claimed that a steroid 
named Dexamethasone can reduce COVID-19 deaths 
by one-third in severely ill hospitalised patients This is 
the first evidence that a drug can improve the survival 
rate. This drug is used with other drugs to treat different 
types of cancer. 
 

India elected as non-permanent member of UN 
Security Council for a two-year term 
India was elected as a non-permanent member of the 
UN Security Council for a two-year term after winning 
184 votes in the 193-member General Assembly. Along 
with India, Ireland, Mexico, Kenya and Norway also won 
the Security Council elections held last night. India was a 
candidate for a non-permanent seat from the Asia-
Pacific category for the 2021-22 term. India's two year 
term will begin on January 1, 2021. 
 

China moves closer to passing Hong Kong security 
legislation 
China moved closer to passing a controversial national 
security law for Hong Kong that has raised international 
concerns it will end the financial hub's limited freedoms. 
A draft was submitted to the country's top lawmaking 
body and could be approved soon 
 

British PM offers visas for millions in Hong Kong 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has reiterated the 
UK's plans for some of the “biggest changes” to the 
country's visa system in order to allow around three 
million Hong Kong nationals a path to British citizenship 
if China does not back off over a new controversial 
national security law. 
 

Nepal’s new map now part of Constitution 
The Upper House of Nepal’s Parliament passed the 
Second Constitution Amendment Bill 2077 (Vikram era), 
with all 57 members voting in favour of the new map that 
claims parts of Indian territory in Pithoragarh district. The 
new political map of Nepal features Lipulekh, Kalapani and 
Limpiyadhura areas which India maintains belong to it. 
 

IAEA passes critical resolution against Iran 
The board of governors at the UN’s nuclear watchdog 
passed a resolution critical of Iran, the first of its kind 
since 2012, as tension mounts over it’s nuclear 
programme. 
 

India will be UN Security Council President for 
August, 2021 
India, which has been elected as a non-permanent 
member of the Security Council, will serve as the 
president of the powerful 15-nation UN body for the 
month of August, 2021. 
 
WHO Chief urges rapid production of 
'dexamethasone' for coronavirus patients 
World Health Organization Chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus has called for a rapid increase in 
production of Dexamethasone, a cheap steroid which 
has been shown to reduce deaths in critically ill 
Coronavirus patients. 
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China to join UN arms trade treaty 
China will join a global pact to regulate arms sales. The 
Communist Party leadership’s top legislative body voted 
to adopt a decision on joining the UN Arms Trade Treaty 
that is designed to control the flow of weapons into 
conflict zones. 
 

India has one of lowest COVID cases per lakh 
population in world in spite of high population 
density: WHO Situation Report 
India has one of the lowest COVID cases per lakh 
population in the world in spite of its high population 
density. The country’s cases per lakh population are 30.04 
while the global average is more than its triple at 114.67. 
 

Russia supports India's bid for a permanent seat in 
UN Security Council 
Russia has supported India's bid for a permanent seat at 
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Russia 
supports India's candidacy and believes India can 
become a full-fledged member of the Security Council.  
 

Trump suspends H-1B visas till year-end 
US President Donald Trump has suspended H-1B, L and 
other temporary work permits, which he said is aimed at 
protecting local workers who are facing unemployment 
due to the spread of the novel coronavirus. The 
suspension will be effective till December 31.  
 

Terror financing watchdog FATF decides to continue 
Pakistan in Grey List 
The global terror financing watchdog Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) has decided to keep Pakistan in the Grey 
List' for terror financing. The decision has been taken as 
Pakistan has failed to check flow of money to terror groups 
like Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM). 
 

Japan scraps U.S. missile system 
Japan’s National Security Council has endorsed plans to 
cancel the deployment of two costly land-based U.S. 
missile defense systems aimed at bolstering the 
country’s capability against threats from North Korea. 
 

US postpones G7 Summit till September 
US President Donald Trump has postponed the G7 
Summit till September. He has expressed his desire to 
expand the Group to G10 or G11, including India and 
three other nations Russia, Australia and South Korea to 
the grouping of the world's top economies  
 

India warns China against attempts to alter status 
quo along LAC 
India’s ambassador to China Vikram Misri has warned 
China that trying to alter the status quo on the ground by 
resorting to force will damage the peace that existed on 
the border areas.  He said that Chinese attempt to alter 
status quo can also have ripples and repercussions in 
the broader bilateral relationship. 
 

Global coronavirus cases exceed one-crore mark 
Global Coronavirus cases have surpassed the one-crore 
mark, with over five lakh fatalities. According to Johns 
Hopkins University in the US, more than 500,000 people 
worldwide have lost their lives as a result of the 
pandemic. Half the world's cases have been in the 
United States and Europe. 
 

Sri Lanka completely lifts the curfew imposed after 
COVID outbreak 
In Sri Lanka, the curfew imposed after COVID outbreak 
has been completely removed as the country has not seen 
any case of community infection for over two months. 

Iran issues arrest warrant against Trump 
Iran has issued an arrest warrant and asked Interpol for 
help in detaining U.S. President Donald Trump and 
dozens of others it believes carried out the U.S. drone 
strike that killed a top Iranian general in Baghdad. 
 

 
 
 
 

First phase of nationwide unlock begins on June 1 
The first phase of nationwide unlock starts on June 1. In 
the new directives, the Union home ministry said re-
opening of prohibited activities in areas outside 
containment zones will be done in a phased manner 
from June 1. 
 

Three more states - Odisha, Sikkim and Mizoram 
included in One Nation One Ration Card scheme 
Three more states have been included in One Nation, One 
Ration Card scheme. These are Odisha, Sikkim and 
Mizoram. Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan 
announced the inclusion of these states in the scheme on 
Integrated Management of Public Distribution System. 
 

PM Modi Launches Video Blogging Contest "My Life, 
My Yoga" On His Radio Show 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a video blogging 
competition and invited citizens to participate in it during 
his "Mann Ki Baat" address to the nation. The "My Life, 
My Yoga" contest (also called "Jeevan Yoga") is a joint 
effort by the Ministry of AYUSH and the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations (ICCR). 
 

Elections For 18 Rajya Sabha Seats To Be Held On 
June 19 
Elections for 18 Rajya Sabha seats will be held on June 
19, the Election Commission has said. The voting will 
begin at 9 am on June 19. 
 

Remdesivir cleared for ‘emergency use’ 
Antiviral drug Remdesivir has been cleared for treatment 
of COVID-19 patients “under emergency use,” the Union 
Health Ministry said. 
 

India, Bhutan ink MoU for environment cooperation 
The Union cabinet approved a memorandum of 
understanding between India and Bhutan for 
environment protection and cooperation in the areas 
concerning air quality, waste, chemical management and 
climate change. 
 

Union Cabinet removes food grains, oilseeds, potato, 
onions, pulses from Essential Commodities Act 
The Union Cabinet has approved a historic amendment 
to Essential Commodities Act. With the amendment to 
Essential Commodities Act, commodities like cereals, 
pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and potatoes have 
been removed from list of essential commodities. 
 

India, Australia elevate their partnership to 
Comprehensive Strategic partnership 
India and Australia have announced a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership between the two countries after the 
virtual summit. They have also jointly announced a 
declaration on a Shared Vision for Maritime Cooperation 
in the Indo- Pacific.   
 

Govt launches TULIP portal to provide internships to 
graduates, engineers under ‘smart city’ projects 
Union human resource development (HRD) minister  
Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank and minister of housing 
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and urban affairs (MoHUA) Hardeep Singh Puri jointly 
inaugurated The Urban Learning Internship Programme 
(TULIP) to provide internship opportunities to thousands 
of fresh graduates and engineers of the county under the 
‘Smart City’ projects. 
 

No action against employers for not paying wages: SC 
The Supreme Court of India has restrained the central 
government from taking any “coercive action” against 
private employers unable to pay full wages to their 
workers during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

Don’t initiate new schemes, Ministries told 
The Finance Ministry asked all the other ministries and 
their departments  to not initiate any new schemes in the 
current financial year, adding that the resources shall be 
put to a better use in the wake of the coronavirus crisis in 
the country. 
 

Government launches Urban Forest Programme to 
mark World Environment Day 
Union Environment Minister, Prakash Javadekar 
launched the Urban Forest program on the occasion of 
World Environment Day which is being celebrated on 
june 5. Mr. Javadekar emphasised on the need to 
promote Urban Forests, Nagar Van initiative through 
active public participation.   
 

CSIR, AIM join hands to promote culture of 
innovation, entrepreneurship 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, CSIR has 
come together with Atal Innovation Mission, AIM to 
promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in 
various sectors. 
 

Sun initiates phase II trial of COVID-19 drug 
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd. has commenced the 
phase II clinical trial on AQCH, a phytopharmaceutical 
(plant-derived) drug for the treatment of COVID-19. 
 

HRD Minister launches information booklet 'Safe 
online learning in the times of COVID-19'  
Human Resource Development Minister, Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank launched the information booklet titled 
'Safe online learning in the times of COVID-19' to raise 
awareness in students and teachers. 
 
Hyderabad airport receives ACI recognition for green 
practices  
GMR-led Hyderabad International Airport received the 
highest Platinum Recognition in the Airports Council 
International (ACI) Asia-Pacific Green Airports 
Recognition 2020 in the 15-35 million passengers per 
annum (MPPA) category. 
 
ISRO signs MoU with ARIES for cooperation in 
Space Situational Awareness, Astrophysics  
The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has 
entered into an agreement with Aryabhatta Research 
Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) for 
cooperation in the field of Space Situational Awareness 
(SSA) and Astrophysics. 
 

Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has 
released the State of India’s Environment, 2020 
report. 
The Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has 
released the State of India’s Environment, 2020 report. 
According to the report, around 19 major events have 

claimed 1,357 lives in 2019. More than 50 lakh internal 
displacements have occurred in India in 2019. This is the 
highest in the world according to the report. 
 

Government changes public procurement rules, 
more preference to local suppliers 
The government has modified public procurement norms 
to give maximum preference to companies whose goods 
and services have 50 per cent or more local content, a 
move aimed at promoting 'Make in India' and making the 
country self-reliant. 
 

Kesari' reaches Port Victoria in Seychelles to hand 
over COVID related essential medicines under 
'Mission Sagar' 
As part of Mission Sagar, Indian Naval Ship Kesari 
reached Port Victoria in Seychelles for handing over 
COVID related essential medicines. Under Mission Sagar, 
Indian government is providing assistance to friendly 
foreign countries in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra top in FSSAI 
food safety index for 2019-20 
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have topped an 
index that ranked states ensuring food safety in 2019-20, 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
said. Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have topped 
in the list of larger states on the index. Among the 
smaller states, Goa came first followed by Manipur and 
Meghalaya. Among Union Territories, Chandigarh, Delhi 
and Andaman Islands secured top ranks. 
 

No Secondary School Certificate exams in 
Telangana this year 
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao  has 
decided to promote all Secondary School Certificate 
(Class 10) students to the next class without any 
examination as it would not be possible to conduct 
examinations due to the spread of coronavirus in the state. 
 

India, Denmark sign MoU for developing cooperation 
in power sector 
India and Denmark have signed an MoU for developing 
cooperation in the power sector in areas like offshore 
wind, long term energy planning, forecasting, flexibility in 
the grid, flexibility in the power purchase agreements and 
variability in renewable energy production. 
 

29 per cent rise in Asiatic lion population in Gir 
The number of Asiatic lions in the Gir forest region has 
increased by 29 per cent to 674, the Gujarat forest 
department said. The population of 674 comprised 161 
males, 260 females, 116 sub-adult lions and 137 cubs . 
 

Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle Complex 
inaugurated at Visakhapatnam 
The Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) 
Complex was inaugurated at Visakhapatnam. The DSRV 
Complex is designed to accommodate the newly inducted 
Submarine Rescue System with state-of-the-art facilities to 
store the DSRV assets in a Rescue-Ready state. 
 
Govt approves lifting ban on export of anti-malarial 
drug hydroxychloroquine: Sadanand Gowda 
Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers D V 
Sadanand Gowda has said that the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals has approved the lifting of ban on the 
export of anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine API as 
well as its formulations. 
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Export curbs now only on specific diagnostic kits, 
instruments: DGFT 
The Centre has decided to continue the export curbs 
only on specific diagnostic kits, reagents, and 
instruments such as swabs sterile synthetic fibre, silicon 
columns and magnetic stand, amid the COVID-19 
outbreak. The other products which are still under 
restricted category include VTM kits, RNA extraction kits, 
RT-PCR kits and reagents. 
 

India Rankings-2020 for Higher Educational 
Institutions released; IIT Madras retains first position 
in overall ranking 
Union Minister for Human Resource Development 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has virtually released India 
Rankings-2020 for Higher Educational Institutions. IIT, 
Madras retains first position in Overall Ranking as well 
as in Engineering. Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru 
tops the University list.  
 

IIM, Ahmedabad tops in Management Category and 
AIIMS occupies the top slot in Medical category for third 
consecutive year. Miranda College retains first position 
amongst colleges while Maulana Azad Institute of Dental 
Sciences, Delhi secures first position in Dental category. 
 
NHAI: First Construction Sector to become digital 
completely 
The National Highway Authority of India became the first 
construction sector to become digital completely.  
 

Shahakar Mitra Scheme launched to assist the 
cooperative institutions 
The Union Agriculture Minister shri Narendra Singh 
Tomar launched Shahakar Mitra scheme which is an 
internship programme for the youths in the country. 
 

Odisha Becomes First State to Get ISO Certification 
for Tribal Hostels 
Odisha has become the first state in the country to 
receive ISO certification for hostels meant for tribal 
students. The ST & SC Welfare Department has 
launched the ‘Mission Suvidya’ project to provide all the 
tribal hostels of the state uniform standards of 
infrastructure, amenities and human resources. 
 

India's first infectious disease diagnostic lab now ready 
India's first infectious disease diagnostic lab is now 
ready. It is built with the support of Department of 
Biotechnology.   
 

SC to extend virtual court system amid COVID-19 fears 
A committee of seven Supreme Court judges, led by 
Justice N.V. Ramana, has decided to continue the virtual 
court system and not revert to the physical hearings, 
given the alarming growth in COVID-19 cases. 
 

Remdesivir included as ‘investigational therapy’ for 
emergency Covid use: Health Ministry 
Union Health Ministry said that drug Remdesivir has 
been included as an “investigational therapy” only for 
restricted emergency use on COVID-19 patients. 
 

SC bars sale, registration of BS IV vehicles 
The Supreme Court of India pulled up automobile 
dealers saying they had flouted relaxations granted in 
view of the lockdown for sale and registration of vehicles 
made to Bharat Stage IV (BS-IV) pollution standards and 
said it will not permit registration of vehicles beyond what 
had already been permitted in its earlier order. 

Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launches 
Indian Gas Exchange 
Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan has launched the Indian Gas Exchange (IGX), 
which is the first nationwide online delivery-based gas 
trading platform. IGX has been incorporated as a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the IEX, which is India’s energy 
market platform. 
 

ICMR recommends use of faster COVID-19 testing kit 
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has 
recommended the use of Standard Q COVID-19 Ag 
antigen detection test in containment zones and 
healthcare settings in combination with the RT-PCR test. 
The kit has been developed by SD Biosensor, a South 
Korea based company. 
 

Maharashtra govt inks MOUs worth ₹16,100 crore 
with 12 global corporations for various 
developmental projects 
The Maharashtra government signed MoUs worth 
₹16,000 crore with companies spanning various 
industries, including two Chinese units, under its 
"Magnetic Maharashtra 2.0" initiative. 
 

No benefit from RBI’s loan moratorium scheme: SC 
The Supreme Court of India said there were few takers 
for the Reserve Bank of India’s loan moratorium scheme 
during the lockdown because people know there was 
hardly any benefit arising out of it. 
 

Direct States to pay salaries to doctors: SC 
The Supreme Court of India gave the Centre a day to 
issue an order to ensure that the States pay their doctors 
and healthcare workers full salaries, provide them with 
appropriate accommodation and implement quarantine 
guidelines uniformly among medical staffers and doctors 
regardless of the nature of their exposure to COVID-19 
patients. 
 

Centre launches Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan in 
116 districts to boost livelihood in rural areas 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a ₹50,000 
crore employment scheme Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan 
(GKRA) scheme to provide employment to migrant 
returnees across 116 districts in six states in the country. 
 

He has launched the  scheme, through a video conference 
from Khagaria district's Telihar village in Bihar on June 20. 
 

Umifenovir to undergo clinical trial 
The Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI), Lucknow, a 
constituent lab of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), has received permission for carrying 
out Phase III trials for the use of Umifenovir against 
COVID-19.  
 

Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry signs MoU to 
engage SIDBI as implementation agency for PM 
SVANidhi 
Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry and Small Industries 
Development Bank of India, SIDBI signed an MoU to 
engage SIDBI as the implementation agency for PM 
Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi).  
 

Govt, AIIB sign 750 million US dollar 'COVID-19 Active 
Response and Expenditure Support Programme' 
The Central Government and the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) have signed a 750 million US 
dollar 'COVID-19 Active Response and Expenditure 
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Support Programme” to assist India to strengthen its 
response to the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic on poor and vulnerable households. 
 

Atal Innovation Mission partners with Coal India Ltd 
to boost its Innovation & Entrepreneurship initiatives 
Coal India Limited (CIL) has agreed to partner with Atal 
Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog to support 
proactively the flagship mission’s innovation and 
entrepreneurship initiatives across the country. 
 

India’s First Oral Vaccine for Moderate COVID-19 
Cases gets Approval 
Drug firm Glenmark Pharmaceuticals has launched 
antiviral drug Favipiravir, under the brand name FabiFlu, 
for the treatment of patients with mild to moderate Covid-
19 at a price of about ₹103 per tablet. 
 

PM launches Garib Kalyan RojgarAbhiyaan to 
provide employment to migrant workers 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a massive rural 
public works scheme, Garib Kalyan RojgarAbhiyaan, in 
six states. He said, this Abhiyan will provide livelihood 
opportunities to the migrant workers and will help in the 
development of rural areas by creating local 
infrastructure. 
 

MSP for MFP Scheme in 16 states hits a record-
breaking high with procurement touching ₹79.42 crore 
The ongoing procurement of Minor Forest Produces 
under the Minimum Support Price for MFP Scheme in 16 
states has hit a record-breaking high with the 
procurement touching ₹79.42 crore. With this, the total 
procurement for the year, both government and private 
trade, has crossed more than ₹2000 crore. 
 

Annular solar eclipse with majestic Ring of Fire, 
witnessed in several parts of India 
The country witnessed a rare celestial event, an annular 
solar eclipse on June 21. The annular ‘ring of fire’ solar 
eclipse, wherein the Sun appears like a ring of fire, is 
visible in different parts of the country. 
 

Hyderabad firm gets DCGI nod for generic Remdesivir 
Hetero has received approval from DCGI to manufacture 
and sell a generic version of Gilead’s Remdesivir drug 
for the treatment of COVID-19 patients in the country. 
The company's generic version of Remdesivir will be 
marketed under the brand name 'Covifor' in India. 
 

NITI Aayog with International Transport Forum to 
launch 'Decarbonising Transport in India' project on 
June 24 
NITI Aayog in collaboration with International Transport 
Forum will launch the 'Decarbonising Transport in India' 
project, with the intention to develop a pathway towards 
a low-carbon transport system for India. 
 

SC allows Rath Yatra to be conducted in Puri with 
certain restrictions 
The Supreme Court of India modified its earlier order and 
allowed the annual Jagannath Rath Yatra in Odisha's Puri 
to be held with the coordination of the Temple committee, 
state and Central government without compromising with 
the health issue pertaining to COVID-19. 
 

I&B Minister virtually inaugurates India Pavilion at 
Cannes Film Market 2020 
Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has inaugurated the India Pavilion at the 

Cannes Film Market 2020 virtually. The Minister also 
launched the poster and information booklet for the 51st 
International Film Festival of India (IFFI) , slated to held 
in Goa from the 20th of November this year.  
 

Kerala becomes the first State to adopt second level 
verification for new GST registrations 
To curb ‘benami’ businesses under the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime, Kerala has become 
probably the first State to introduce second level 
verification of registration granted on or after June 1. 
 

₹2,000 crore allocated by PM CARES Fund for 
supply of 50,000 ventilators to govt run COVID 
hospitals 
The PM-CARES Fund Trust has allocated ₹2,000 crore 
for supply of 50,000 ‘Made-in-India’ ventilators to 
government run COVID hospitals in all States and Union 
Territories. In addition, ₹1,000 crore have been allocated 
for the welfare of migrant labourers. 
 

Govt ratifies decision of boosting private sector 
participation in space sector in country 
The Union Cabinet meeting held under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi ratified the decision of 
boosting private sector participation in space sector in the 
country. The government will constitute Indian National 
Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) 
for effective socio-economic usage of space technology. 
 

Cabinet approves establishment of Animal 
Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund worth 
₹15,000 crore 
The union government introduced a 15,000 crore rupees 
Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund for 
infrastructure related development in animal husbandry, 
dairy and livestock related enterprises. 
 

OBC panel gets 6-month extension 
The Union Cabinet has approved a six-month extension 
to the commission appointed to examine sub-
categorisation of Other Backward Classes. The 
Commission will submit its report to the government by 
January 31 next year. 
 

Railways to generate 8 lakh man days of 
employment for migrant workers in next 125 days 
Railways will generate eight lakh man days of employment 
opportunity for migrants and others in infrastructure 
projects worth 1800 crore rupees in the next 125 days. 
 

IN-SPACe will be space industry regulator 
IN-SPACe(Indian Space Promotion and Authorisation 
Centre), a new entity of the Department of Space, will 
have its own chairperson and Board, and regulate and 
promote building of routine satellites, rockets and 
commercial launch services through Indian industry and 
start-ups. 
 

All regular train services to remain cancelled till 
August 12  
Railways has decided to cancel all the regular time-tabled 
passenger services including Mail/Express, passenger 
and suburban Service up to 12th August this year  
 

CBSE, ICSE cancel pending exams 
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
informed the Supreme Court that it will not conduct the 
class 10th examination while the students of Class 12th 
will be given an option of appearing in exams after 
conditions are conducive. 
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India, Germany resolve to boost cooperation in 
combating COVID-19 pandemic 
India and Germany held virtual Foreign Secretary level 
consultations. The two sides took stock of the extensive 
cooperation in addressing the challenges of COVID-19, 
including supply of medicines, equipment, and technology. 
 

Southwest monsoon covers entire country, 12 days 
ahead of its normal date 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that 
Southwest Monsoon has covered the entire country. The 
normal date for Monsoon to cover entire country is 8th 
July. IMD said, the Monsoon this year covered the entire 
country 12 days prior to normal date. 
 

Centre rolls out anti-drug plan in 272 vulnerable districts 
To step up the battle against drug use and alcoholism, 
the Centre government has rolled out its action plan 
“Nasah Mukt Bharat” for 2020-21 with focus on building 
treatment and de-addiction facilities in 272 districts 
identified as vulnerable based on prevalence of 
substance abuse and access to drugs. The focus will be 
on reaching the youth and the high-risk population. 
 

Dexamethasone added in treatment protocol 
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 
released an updated Clinical Management Protocol 
under Dexamethasone was advised as an alternative to 
Methylprednisolone. 
 

Indian Navy inducts indigenously developed anti-
torpedo decoy system Maareech 
The Indian Navy has inducted an advanced anti-torpedo 
decoy system called ‘Maareech’. ‘Maareech’ has been 
designed and developed indigenously by the DRDO and  
is capable of detecting, locating and neutralizing 
incoming torpedo. 
 

Centre unveils new rules to regulate exotic animal trade 
The Environment Ministry’s wildlife division has 
introduced new rules to regulate the import and export of 
‘exotic wildlife species’. Under the new rules, owners and 
possessors of such animals and birds must also register 
their stock with the Chief Wildlife Warden of their States. 
 

Union Ministers pay tribute to Professor PC 
Mahalanobis on National Statistics Day 
Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar 
and Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan has paid tributes to Professor Prasanta Chandra 
Mahalanobis on National Statistics Day. National Statistics 
Day is celebrated on June 29 across the country. 
 

Govt extends deadline to bid for Air India till August 31 
The Union government has again extended the deadline 
to bid for Air India by two months till 31st August. This is 
the third time the deadline has been extended.  
 

SC dismisses review petitions challenging verdict on 
adultery 
The Supreme Court of India has declined to entertain 
two review petitions filed against its verdict 
decriminalising adultery by quashing down the Section 
497 of the Indian Penal Code. 
 

Mining experts of IIT-ISM Dhanbad provide technical 
assistance to BRO officials for construction of 
border roads at Indo-China's LAC 
Technology and expertise have come hand in hand 
providing technical assistance to officials of Border Road 
Organisation (BRO) by mining experts of IIT-ISM 
Dhanbad, Jharkhand for construction of border roads at 
the Indo-China's Line of Actual Control. 

Fourth phase of 'Vande Bharat Mission' to 
commence from 3rd July 
Under the fourth phase of 'Vande Bharat Mission' 
scheduled to commence from 3rd July, Air India will 
operate 170 flights and bring back Indian Nationals from 
17 countries. 
 

Government bans 59 mobile apps prejudicial to 
sovereignty and integrity of India 
The Union government has banned 59 mobile apps 
which are prejudicial to sovereignty and integrity of India, 
defence of India, security of state and public order. The 
banned apps include TikTok, Helo and WeChat. 
 

Centre issues new guidelines for Unlock 2.0; Metro 
Rail services, Schools, Colleges, Cinemas and Gyms 
to remain shut 
The Centre has issued new guidelines for Unlock -2 to 
open up more activities in areas outside the Containment 
Zones. Under the new guidelines of Unlock -2, Metro 
Rail service, operation of Cinema halls, gymnasiums, 
swimming pools, entertainment parks, theatres, bars, 
auditoriums, assembly halls and similar places will not 
be allowed. Similarly, social, political, sports, 
entertainment, academic, cultural and religious functions 
and other large congregations will not be permitted. 
 

Tamil Nadu extends lockdown till July 31 
The Tamil Nadu government has extended the 
coronavirus lockdown till July 31 amid a steady rise in 
the COVID-19 numbers in the state. 
 

Portal for street vendors’ loan scheme launched 
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has 
launched the Beta version of PM Street Vendor’s 
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi “PM SVANidhi” portal for a loan 
scheme for street vendors that was started on June 1. 
 

Bharat Biotech vaccine gains edge on DCGI nod 
Bharat Biotech has announced obtaining the approvals 
of the Drug Controller General of India to initiate phase-I 
and II human clinical trials for the vaccine candidate for 
Covid-19 it developed in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Virology. 
 

Govt. adds 11 more COVID labs 
The Centre has inducted 11 more COVID-19 testing 
labs, taking the total number of diagnostic labs to 1,047. 
These include 760 in the government sector and 287 
private labs, said the Union Health Ministry. 
 

June 30 last date for payment of dues under Sabka 
Vishwas (Legacy Dispute Resolution) Scheme, 2019: 
CBIC 
The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, CBIC 
said that June 30 is the last date for payment of dues under 
Sabka Vishwas (Legacy Dispute Resolution) Scheme, 2019.  
 

 
 
 
 

Centre announces 'Mudra Shishu loan' for small 
businesses and cottage industries 
A 1500 crore interest subvention for small business and 
cottage industries has been announced under Mudra 
Shishu loan. Under this scheme, one lakh beneficiaries 
can avail interest benefit of 2 per cent for a year. 
 

Public Sector Banks sanction collateral free loans 
worth 3,200 crore rupees in a single day under 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 
Public Sector Banks have sanctioned collateral free 
loans worth three thousand 200 crore rupees in a single 
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day under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) located in over three 
thousand TIER-2 towns were covered on the first day of 
sanctions of the collateral free loans. 
 

Moody's downgrades India's ratings to Baa3, 
maintains negative outlook 
Moody's Investors Service downgraded India's foreign 
currency and local currency long-term issuer ratings to 
Baa3 from Baa2 
 

Cabinet committee okays ₹50,000 cr. infusion for MSMEs 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved 
₹50,000 crore equity infusion for micro, small, and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) with an aim to help them enhance 
capacity, while also encouraging them to get listed. It has 
also approved ₹20,000 crore subordinate debt for stressed 
MSMEs, which will benefit 2 lakh stressed MSMEs. 
 

Flipkart’s bid to enter food retail rejected 
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) has rejected Walmart-backed Flipkart’s 
proposal seeking an approval for entry into the food retail 
sector, citing a regulatory issue  
 

LVB CEO gets extension 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the extension 
of tenure for Lakshmi Vilas Bank's MD and CEO, 
Subramanian Sundar by six months. 
 

Electronics incentive schemes launched 
Telecom and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has 
launched three incentive schemes with a total outlay of 
about ₹48,000 crore to boost large-scale manufacturing of 
electronics in the country. The three Schemes namely, the 
Production-Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI), Scheme for 
Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components 
and Semiconductors (SPECS) and Modified Electronics 
Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme. 
 

Moody's Downgrades Ratings of 8 Firms, 3 Banks 
Including SBI, HDFC Bank and EXIM 
Moody's Investors Service cut ratings of eight non-
financial companies, including Infosys, TCS, ONGC, and 
three banks SBI, HDFC Bank and EXIM. It also 
downgraded seven Indian infrastructure issuers, 
including NTPC, NHAI, GAIL and Adani Green Energy 
Restricted Group, by one notch. Issuer ratings of IRFC 
and HUDCO have also been lowered. 
 

Uday Kotak sells 2.9% stake in bank 
Uday Kotak, promoter of Kotak Mahindra Bank, sold 56 
million shares in the secondary market which was 
subscribed to by more than 100 investors, for ₹6,900 crore. 
The deal will reduce his shareholding by about 2.9 percent, 
to 26.1 percent from the 28.93 percent stake he held. 
 

Centre allocates ₹3 lakh crore to provide easy loans 
for MSMEs 
A sum of ₹3 lakh crore has been allocated to provide easy 
loans for the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. 
Government will provide 100 per cent guarantee for the 
loan taken by MSMEs. Exemption in monthly EMI for one 
year will be provided with interest of only 7.5 per cent. 
 

IndusInd Bank launches India’s first mobile app 
based facility for opening current accounts in a 
paperless manner 
IndusInd Bank announced the launch of a first-of-its-kind 
assisted mobile application-based facility, ‘Indus 
Corporate’ that enables the Bank to open current 
accounts for self-employed individuals and businesses 
digitally, in just a few hours.  

Govt promulgates ordinance to amend Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Code 
Union Government has promulgated an ordinance to 
amend Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. Under it, fresh 
insolvency proceedings will not be initiated for defaults 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Default on repayments 
from 25th of March, the day when the nationwide 
lockdown began to curb Corona virus infections, will not 
be considered for initiating insolvency proceedings for a 
certain period of time. 
 

RBI creates ₹500 cr. fund to boost payment infra 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said that it was setting 
up a Payment Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) 
with a corpus of ₹500 crore, with an aim to give a push 
to digital payments nationwide. 
 

Jio Platforms to raise ₹13,640 crore more from 
Mubadala, Silver Lake 
Jio Platforms is set to raise ₹13,640.4 crore by selling a 
1.85% stake to Mubadala Investment Co., Abu Dhabi’s 
second-largest sovereign investor, and an additional 
0.93% stake to US private equity player Silver Lake and 
its coinvestors. 
 

SBI Logs 4-Fold Jump In Q4 Net Profit At ₹3,581 Cr 
State Bank of India (SBI) reported a four-fold jump in its 
net profit for the January-March quarter of financial year 
2019-20 at ₹3,581 crore. 
 

NABARD provides ₹270 crore to Assam Gramin 
Vikash Bank 
In the wake of the COVID-19 Pandemic, National Bank 
for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has 
made available a Special Liquidity Facility (SLF) of ₹270 
crore to Assam Gramin Vikash Bank for supporting the 
agricultural activities of the farmers. 
 

US Development Finance Corporation to invest 
$350mn in India 
The US International Development Finance Corporation 
is reportedly looking to invest $350 million in multiple 
projects in India to support the country’s health 
infrastructure, financial service sector, renewable 
energy, and food security. 
 

Yatra terminates ₹2,300-cr merger pact with US 
software firm Ebix 
Online travel company Yatra has terminated its pending 
merger agreement with US-based software firm Ebix and 
filed litigation against it in the State of Delaware, seeking 
“substantial damages” for alleged breaches of terms of 
the pact.  
 

RIL to sell 1.16% in Jio to Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority for ₹5,684 cr  
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) announced 1.16 per 
cent stake sale in Jio Platforms, its digital services 
subsidiary, to Abu Dhabi Investment Authority for 
₹5,683.50 crore, as it accelerates its debt reduction plan. 
 

Gross direct tax collection declines 4.92% to ₹12.33 
trillion in FY20 
The actual gross direct tax collection during 2019-20 
fiscal dipped by 4.92 per cent to ₹12.33 trillion on 
account on reduction in corporate tax rate, increased 
standard deduction and personal I-T exemption limit. 
 

Economy to contract 3.2% in FY21: WB 
The Indian economy is expected to contract by 3.2% in 
this fiscal year as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its associated restrictions, the World Bank said in its 
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Global Economic Prospects (GEP) June 2020 report. 
Growth is forecast at 3.1% next year. 
 

Bank credit growth in FY21 to hit multi-decade low of 
0-1%: CRISIL 
The bank credit growth may fall to a multi-decade low of 
0-1 per cent in 2020-21, from 6 per cent growth in FY20, 
due to the economic disruptions caused by Covid-19, 
rating agency CRISIL has estimated. 
 

Government rolls out facility of filing of Nil GST 
return through SMS 
In a bid to make compliance easier for taxpayers, the 
Government has allowed filing of Nil GST monthly return 
in FORM GSTR-3B through SMS.  
 

Global economy to shrink 5.2% this year due to 
coronavirus pandemic 
The global economy, which has plunged into a severe 
contraction, will shrink by 5.2 per cent this year due to 
the massive shock of the coronavirus pandemic and the 
shutdown measures to contain it, the World Bank said. 
 

India to Launch First-Ever Coal Trading Exchange 
India is reportedly planning to launch its first coal trading 
platform on the lines of commodity or energy exchanges. 
According to the proposal, entire coal produced in the 
country would be traded on the Coal Exchange. 
 

US economy to shrink 6.5 per cent in 2020: Federal 
Reserve 
The US Federal Reserve signalled it plans years of 
extraordinary support for an economy facing a torturous slog 
back from the coronavirus pandemic, with policymakers 
projecting the economy to shrink 6.5 per cent in 2020. 
 

Indian economy to grow at 9.5 pct in next fiscal, says 
Fitch Ratings 
After a contraction in the current financial year, India's 
economy is forecast to bounce back with a sharp growth 
rate of 9.5 percent next fiscal, Fitch Ratings has said. It 
has forecast a 5 percent contraction in the GDP in the 
ongoing financial year. 
 

S&P's retains India's sovereign rating at "BBB-" with 
stable outlook 
S&P has retained India's sovereign rating at "BBB-" with 
a stable outlook, saying that while risks to growth are 
rising, the economy and fiscal position will stabilize and 
begin to recover from 2021 onwards. 
 

SBI to recruit CFO; offers annual package of ₹1 cr 
State Bank of India (SBI) has invited applications from 
eligible candidates for the post of Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) on contract basis at a salary package of ₹1 crore, 
three times more than its chairman’s. This is for the first 
time, the bank is recruiting the CFO from outside its 
experienced talent pool of top management. 
 

RBI net seller of dollars in April, offloads $1.14 bn 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was a net seller of the 
US currency to the tune of $1.142 billion in the first 
month of this fiscal, according to central bank data. In 
April, the RBI purchased $2.450 billion and sold $3.592 
billion of the US currency in the spot market. 
 

Govt constitutes Empowered Group of Secretaries to 
facilitate investment in country 
The Union Government has constituted an Empowered 
Group of Secretaries headed by Cabinet Secretary to 
facilitate investment in the country. The empowered 
group will assist investment in key sectors of the 
economy by identifying potential investors. 

HDFC to raise up to ₹4,000 cr via bonds 
Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd said it will raise up to ₹4,000 
crore by issuing bonds on private placement basis. The 
proceeds of the present issue would be utilized for 
financing/refinancing the housing finance business 
requirement of the Corporation. 
 

SBI to divest 2.1% stake in SBI Life 
State Bank of India (SBI) said the executive committee of 
its central board of directors has approved the divestment 
of 2.10 crore equity shares, constituting 2.1 per cent of its 
stake in its subsidiary, SBI Life Insurance Company. 
 

RBI sets up P K Mohanty Panel to Review Ownership 
of Private Banks 
The Reserve Bank of India has constituted an internal 
working group headed by P K Mohanty will review 
guidelines of ownership of private sector banks. The 
panel constituted by the apex bank is to examine 
regulations to hold financial subsidiaries through non-
operative financial holding company. 
 

RBI approves re-appointment of Kaizad Bharucha as 
Executive Director of HDFC Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the re-appointment 
of Kaizad Bharucha as Executive Director of HDFC Bank for 
a period of three years with effect from June 13, 2020. 
 

RBI to step up oversight of card payment networks 
and cross-border money transfer operators 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said that it will take steps to 
further intensify the oversight process for the card payment 
networks and cross-border money transfer (in-bound 
service) operators by way of on-site inspections, if required. 
 

France is fully reopening its economy: French Prez 
Macron 
French President Emmanuel Macron has announced 
that France is fully reopening its economy, including all 
restaurants, to accelerate the country's recovery after 
virus crisis  
 

Exports fall 36% in May, trade deficit narrows 
Contracting for the third straight month, India's exports 
declined 36.47 percent in May to $19.05 billion, mainly 
on account of drop in shipments by key sectors such as 
petroleum, textiles, engineering, gems and jewellery. 
Imports too plunged 51 percent to $22.2 billion in May, 
leaving a trade deficit of $3.15 billion  
 

RBI modifies framework for financial market 
infrastructure, retail payment system 
The Reserve Bank of India came up with a modified 
oversight framework for financial market infrastructure 
and retail payment systems with a view to ensure safety 
and stability of payment structure. The RBI will carry out 
the oversight activity through monitoring existing and 
planned systems, assessment of the FMIs and RPSs 
against the oversight objectives, and inducing change for 
improvements, where necessary. 
 

Wholesale prices plunge to 4.5-year low; WPI 
deflation at 3.21% in May 
Prices in the wholesale market fell to a 4.5-year low level 
in May, recording a deflation of 3.21 per cent, due to 
sharp decline in fuel and power items even as food 
articles turned expensive. 
 

Axis Bank’s retail head Mondal quits 
Veteran banker Pralay Mondal has quit Axis bank as its 
retail banking head citing personal reasons, a year after 
he joined the bank. 
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China’s Great Wall Motor commits to $1 billion 
investment in Maharashtra 
China’s largest sport utility vehicle (SUV) manufacturer 
Great Wall Motor Company Ltd., which recently acquired 
General Motors’ car manufacturing plant at Talegaon, 
near Pune, has signed an MoU with the Maharashtra 
government reaffirming its commitment to invest  
$1 billion in phases  
 

Mobile, card payments topped ATM withdrawals in 2019 
According to S&P Global Market Intelligence’s 2020 India 
Mobile Payments Market Report, mobile payments and 
card transactions exceeded cash withdrawals from 
automated teller machines (ATMs) for the first time in 2019. 
 

RBI proposes new rules for housing finance companies 
The Reserve Bank of India has proposed to overhaul 
rules governing housing finance companies, including 
classifying them based on their asset size; banning them 
from lending simultaneously to a construction company 
and individual home buyers in the same project; and 
setting clear exposure targets for them to qualify as a 
housing finance company. 
 

YES Bank aims to raise up to ₹10,000 crore 
Private sector lender YES Bank is looking to raise close 
to ₹8,000 crore to ₹10,000 crore. This move will help the 
private sector lender shore up its capital base, which is 
below the regulatory requirement  
 

Gem, jewellery exports plunge 82% as Covid takes 
heavy toll 
Ravaged by the Covid pandemic and subsequent 
lockdowns, gem and jewellery export plunged 82 per 
cent in May to $570 million against $3.27 billion logged 
in the same period last year while in rupee terms it fell 81 
per cent to ₹4,315 crore (₹22,796 crore). 
 

India's forex reserves rise to touch a life-time high of 
507.64 US billion in the second week of June 
According to the weekly data released by the Reserve 
Bank of India, India's forex reserves rose to touch a life-
time high of 507.64 US billion in the second week of this 
month, helped by a significant jump in the foreign 
currency assets (FCA). 
 

RIL becomes India's first $150 billion company, 
Mukesh Ambani's net worth surges to $60 bn 
Reliance Industries (RIL) became the first Indian company 
to be valued at $150 billion or above ₹11 lakh crore in 
rupee terms. The shares of the oil-to-telecom behemoth 
surged nearly 7 per cent to the day’s high of ₹1,788.60 on 
June 19, which is also a record high for the scrip. 
 

Indian economy to contract by 4 per cent in 2020-21: 
ADB 
The ADB in its Asian Development Outlook report stated 
that the Indian economy is expected to contract by 4 per 
cent during the current financial year on account of the 
global health emergency created by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 

Bank credit grows 6.24 per cent, deposits rise 11.28 
per cent 
According to the latest data from the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), Bank credit and deposits grew 6.24 per cent 
and 11.28 per cent to ₹102.54 lakh crore and ₹139.55 
lakh crore, respectively, in the fortnight ended June 5. 
Meanwhile, bank loans had stood at ₹96.51 lakh crore 
and deposits at ₹125.40 lakh crore during the period. 

PNB trims loss in Q4 on improved asset quality; 
returns to black in FY’19-20 
Aided by an improved asset quality, Punjab National 
Bank (PNB), the country’s second largest public sector 
bank, reported a standalone net loss of ₹697 crore for 
the quarter ended March 31, 2020.  
 

ICICI Bank divests 3.96% stake in ICICI Lombard for 
₹2,250 crore 
ICICI Bank has divested 18,000,000 equity shares of face 
value of ₹10 each of ICICI Lombard General Insurance 
Company Limited, representing 3.96% of its equity share 
capital for an approximate total consideration of ₹2,250 
crores. Following this stake sale, the ICICI Bank's 
shareholding in ICICI Lombard General Insurance 
Company Limited stands at approximately 51.9%. 
 

Former RBI Governor Urjit Patel named NIPFP chairman 
Urjit Patel has been appointed as the Chairman of the 
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP). 
It is an economic think tank which is based in New Delhi, 
India. 
 

Niti Aayog forms panel to develop job platform for 
migrant labours 
NITI Aayog has formed a high-powered committee of top 
executives of technology companies like Google, 
Microsoft and Tech Mahindra under the leadership of its 
CEO (Chief Executive Officer)Amitabh Kant to develop a 
job platform that will help migrant labours & blue-collar 
workers, who have lost their jobs during the lockdown 
 

RBI extends restrictions on PMC bank by six 
months, raises withdrawal limit 
The RBI announced that it would be extending the 
restrictions on the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative 
Bank (PMC) by another six months while increasing the 
amount of money depositors could withdraw to ₹1 lakh. 
 

With USD 157.4 billion, India becomes 12th largest 
holder of US govt securities at April end 
India became the 12th largest holder of US government 
securities at the end of April 2020, with holding worth 
USD 157.4 billion. At the end of April, Japan remained 
the country with the maximum exposure at USD 1.27 
trillion, followed by China at USD 1.1 trillion and the UK 
at USD 368.5 billion. 
 

Pension fund FDI cap proposed at 49% 
The Union finance ministry has proposed limitations on 
foreign investment in pension funds while explicitly 
suggesting additional checks on Chinese investment. 
The Draft Pension Fund (Foreign Investment) Rules, 
2020, stated that government approval will be required 
for investments from bordering countries “including 
China”. Foreign investment in pension funds is governed 
by the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority and is capped at 49% via the automatic route. 
 

SBI records 3-fold jump in frauds 
The State Bank of India (SBI) reported 3.60 times jump in 
total frauds at ₹44,622 crore in FY20 against ₹12,387 
crore in the preceding financial year, according to its 
annual report. The number of cases in which the frauds 
occurred rose 2.66 times to 6,964 cases against 2,616 
case in the preceding year, it added. 
 

HDFC Bank to raise ₹50,000 crore via debt securities 
HDFC Bank said its board has approved proposal to 
raise up to ₹50,000 crore in the next twelve months by 
issuing various debt securities. 
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India’s per capita income to decline by 5.4% in FY21: 
SBI report 
India's per-capita income (PCI) is estimated to decline by 
5.4% to Rs 1.43 lakh in FY21 from Rs 1.52 lakh in FY20. 
This decline in PCI is higher than the nominal GDP 
decline of 3.8%, according to a report authored by 
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief Economic Adviser, 
State Bank of India. 
 

Public & Pvt Sectors banks sanction loans worth 
over ₹79,000 cr so far under ECLGS 
Public and Private Sectors banks have sanctioned loans 
worth over 79 thousand crore rupees so far under 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme. Out of which 
more than 35,000 crore have already been disbursed. The 
top lenders under the Scheme are SBI, HDFC Bank, Bank 
of Baroda, Punjab National Bank and Canara Bank. 
 

Union Bank Q4 loss narrows to ₹2,503 crore 
Union Bank of India (UBI) reported a net loss ₹2,503 crore 
in the fourth quarter ended March 31, 2020. Standalone 
income during the March 2020 quarter rose to  
₹11,306.99 crore from ₹9,621.01 crore a year ago. 
 

Amid Q4 loss, Indian Bank reports good 
performance in FY20 
Public sector lender Indian Bank has slipped into the red 
in the fourth quarter with ₹218 crore net loss on account 
of higher provisions. Its operating profit rose 37 per cent 
at ₹1,703 crore compared with ₹1,245 crore in the year 
ago period. 
 

India imposes anti-dumping duty on value-added 
steel imports 
Indian government  imposed anti-dumping duty on 
imports of ''Flat rolled product of steel, plated or coated 
with alloy of Aluminium and Zinc'' originated from China, 
Vietnam, South Korea for a period of five years to 
safeguard domestic manufacturers from cheap imports. 
 

IRDAI allows specific short-term health cover for 
Covid-19 
Amid mounting COVID-19 cases in the country, regulator 
IRDAI allowed the health and general insurers to offer 
short-term health insurance policies that will give 
coverage against the coronavirus infection. Short-term 
policies may be issued for a minimum term of three 
months to a maximum term of eleven months. 
 

IMF sharply lowers forecast for global growth this year 
IMF predicts that the global economy will shrink 4.9 per 
cent this year, significantly worse than the 3 per cent 
drop it had estimated in its previous report in April. 
 

India retains position as third largest economy in PPP, 
global actual Individual consumption, capital formation 
India has retained its position as the third-largest 
economy in the world in terms of purchasing power 
parity (PPP), behind the US and China, the Ministry of 
Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI) said. 
 

Urban Cooperative, Multi State Co-Op banks to be 
brought under direct supervision of RBI 
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has said that Urban Cooperative and Multi 
State Cooperative banks will be brought under the direct 
supervision of Reserve Bank of India. 
 

India GDP to contract 4.5% on COVID-19: IMF 
Covid-19 battered India's economy is projected to contract 
by 4.5 per cent this fiscal a steep drop from its April 
forecast of a 1.9 per cent expansion, calling it a "historic 

low" for India by the International Monetary Fund said in its 
World Economic Outlook (WEO) forecast report. 
 

World’s First Gold-backed US Digital Gold Currency 
Launched in India, GCC, Middle East and Africa by 
IBMC 
IBMC Financial Professionals Group, an internationally 
recognized financial services institution and business 
consultants, has joined hands with US Gold Currency Inc 
and Blockfills to bring the world's first monetary gold-
backed digital gold currency to India. The currency is 
also being simultaneously introduced in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), Middle East and Africa. 
 

RBI directs banks, NBFCs, digital lending platforms 
to disclose full information 
To make digital lending more transparent, the Reserve 
Bank of India has directed banks, Non Banking Financial 
Corporations and digital lending platforms to disclose full 
information upfront on their websites to customers. 
 

CCI approves acquisition of 9.99% stake in Jio 
Platforms by Jaadhu Holdings LLC 
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has 
approved acquisition of 9.99 per cent stake in Jio 
Platforms by Jaadhu Holdings LLC. Jaadhu is an indirect 
wholly owned subsidiary of Facebook. 
 

CBDT extends last date for filing income tax return 
for 2019-20 till 30th November 
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has extended 
time limit for filing of original as well as revised income-
tax returns for 2018-19 till 31st July, this year. It has also 
extended the due date for filing income tax return for 
2019-20 till 30th November of this year. 
 

OVL gets nod for investment in Myanmar 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)  
has approved an additional investment of $121.27 million 
(about ₹909 crore) by ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL), for 
further development of the Shwe oil and gas project in 
Myanmar. 
 

MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari launches CGSSD 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSME, Minister 
Nitin Gadkari has launched the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme for Sub-ordinate Debt, CGSSD. As per the 
Scheme, guarantee cover worth twenty thousand crore 
rupees will be provided to the promoters who can take 
debt from the banks to further invest in their stressed 
MSMEs as equity. 
 

IOB posts ₹144-crore net profit in Q4 
Chennai-headquartered Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has 
reported a turnaround in its operations as  it posted a net 
profit of ₹144 crore (includes the extraordinary income of 
₹53 crore) for the quarter ended March 31, 2020.  
 

Exim Bank profit rises 51% in FY20 
Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) reported a 51 per 
cent increase in net profit at ₹124 crore in the year ended 
March 31, 2020, against ₹82 crore in the previous year. 
 

Bank of India posts net loss of ₹3,571 crore in Q4 on 
sharp rise in loan-loss provisions 
Bank of India (BoI) slipped into the red, reporting a net 
loss of ₹3,571 crore in the fourth quarter ended March 
31, 2020, due to a sharp rise in loan-loss provisions.  
 

Indian economy in deep trouble: S&P 
S&P Global Ratings said Indian economy is in deep trouble 
with growth expected to contract by 5 per cent this fiscal. 
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MSME comes out with consolidated notification for 
classification and registration 
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) has come out with a consolidated notification in 
the form of guidelines for classification and registration of 
MSMEs. As per the notification, an MSME will be known 
as Udyam, as this is more closer to the word Enterprise 
and accordingly, the registration process will be known 
as Udyam Registration. 
 

S&P cuts Axis Bank rating on risks to banks 
Rating agency Standard and Poor’s has downgraded the 
issuer rating of Axis Bank from “BBB-” to “BB+”. At the 
same time, it placed ratings of public sector lender Indian 
Bank (BBB-) on credit watch with negative implications. 
 

PhonePe partners with ICICI Bank on UPI Multi-Bank 
PhonePe, India’s leading digital payments platform, 
announced that it has partnered with ICICI Bank on UPI 
multi-bank model giving its users the option to create 
and use multiple UPI IDs with ICICI Bank’s “@ibl” handle 
and YES Bank’s ‘@ybl’ handle on the PhonePe app.  
 

Yes Bank launches mobile payment app 'Yuva Pay’ 
Yes Bank launched its digital wallet solution ‘Yuva Pay’ 
in partnership with UDMA Technologies to enable 
contactless payments for its customers. 
 

Reserve Bank of India extends enhanced borrowing 
limit to banks under MSF till Sept 30 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to extend 
the enhanced borrowing facility provided to the banks to 
meet their liquidity shortages till September 30.The RBI, 
as a temporary measure, had increased the borrowing 
limit of scheduled banks under the marginal standing 
facility (MSF) scheme from 2 per cent to 3 per cent of 
their Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) with effect 
from March 27, 2020. 
 

President Kovind promulgates Banking Regulation 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2020 
President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated the Banking 
Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 in pursuance of 
the commitment to ensure safety of depositors across 
banks. The Ordinance amends the Banking Regulation 
Act, 1949 as applicable to Cooperative Banks. 
 

FPIs pump in a net ₹21,235 crore in domestic 
markets between June 1 and June 26 
Reversing the three-month selling streak in June, 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) pumped in a net 
₹21,235 crore in domestic markets amid increasing 
liquidity and gradual opening up of the economy. 
 

NBFC ratings cut at S&P as Covid-19 pandemic 
worsens liquidity woes 
Credit scores of several non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) were downgraded by S&P Global 
Ratings due to liquidity risks amid the pandemic-induced 
economic downturn. The rating company cut state-
owned Power Finance Corp and Bajaj Finance Ltd into 
junk territory. Shriram Transport Finance Co Ltd and 
Manappuram Finance Ltd were lowered deeper into non-
investment grade. 
 

RBI schedules Op. Twist for July 2 
On a review of current and evolving liquidity and market 
conditions, the Reserve Bank has decided to conduct 
simultaneous purchase and sale of government securities 
under Open Market Operations (OMO) for ₹10,000 crore 
each on July 2, 2020, the RBI said in a statement. 

Bharat Bond ETF’s second tranche to open for 
subscription on July 14 
The second tranche of Bharat Bond ETF, through which 
the union government is looking to raise up to ₹14,000 
crore, will open for subscription on July 14. 
 

Government gives nod for export of PPEs 
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has permitted 
the export of personal protection equipment (PPE) 
medical coveralls with a permitted quota of 50 lakh PPEs 
a month. These exports will be permitted from July 1, 
with quantitative restrictions. 
 

Oracle unveils second data centre in India 
Oracle has launched its second data centre in 
Hyderabad, quickly expanding in the country after its first 
such centre was unveiled in Mumbai last year. 
 

 
 
 
 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw wins EY World Entrepreneur 
of the Year 2020 Award 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Executive Chairperson of 
Biocon, has been named EY World Entrepreneur Of The 
Year 2020. 
 

Javed Akhtar becomes first Indian to win Richard 
Dawkins Award 
Poet, lyricist and writer Javed Akhtar has become the 
first Indian to receive the prestigious Richard Dawkins 
Award for 2020 for critical thinking, holding religious 
dogma upto scrutiny, advancing human progress and 
humanist values. 
 

Renjith Kumar honoured with “NASA Distinguished 
Public Service Medal” 
Renjith Kumar, an aerospace entrepreneur has been 
bestowed with NASA Distinguished Service Medal. He is 
only the second Indian after R K Chetty Pandipati to win 
the coveted award. 
 

Indian-American soil scientist Rattan Lal gets 2020 
World Food Prize 
Eminent Indian-American soil scientist Rattan Lal has 
been named this year's recipient of the World Food Prize 
for developing and mainstreaming a soil-centric 
approach to increasing food production that conserves 
natural resources and mitigates climate change.  
 

Indian Musician Shobha Sekhar to receive “the 
Medal of the Order of Australia” 
Indian Musician & founder of Kalakruthi music 
organisation in Australia, Shobha Sekhar will be 
conferred the “Medal of the Order of Australia”. 
 

Golden Globe awards postponed to February 2021 
due to COVID-19 pandemic 
The annual Golden Globe Awards ceremony for film and 
television has been postponed to February next year, 
organizers said. The Golden Globes ceremony, which 
kicks off Hollywood’s awards season, will now take place 
on 28th of February instead of its usual slot on the first 
Sunday in January. 
 

Sanjita Chanu to receive 2018 Arjuna 
Two-time Commonwealth Games gold-winning weightlifter 
K. Sanjita Chanu, who was recently exonerated of doping 
charges, will receive the Arjuna Award for 2018, said 
Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF). 
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Jayantilal Nanoma 
International archer-turned-coach Jayantilal Nanoma 
died in a road accident in Rajasthan. Nanoma, an Asia 
Cup and Asian Grand Prix medallist in compound 
individual and team events in 2010. 
 

Wajid Khan 
Wajid Khan of Bollywood music composer duo Sajid-
Wajid, credited with albums like Dabangg and Wanted, 
passed away in Mumbai  
 

Gaitri Kumar 
Gaitri I. Kumar has been appointed as the next High 
Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom. She is an 
IFS officer of 1986 batch. 
 

Basu Chatterjee 
Veteran filmmaker Basu Chatterjee, known for his 
middle-of-the-road cinema and films such as "Chhoti Si 
Baat" and "Rajnigandha", died from age related health 
issues. He was 93 
 

Rahul Shrivastava 
Rahul Shrivastava, a senior diplomat has been 
appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Romania. 
 

K P Singh  
Kushal Pal Singh, the face of India’s largest listed real 
estate firm DLF, stepped down from the chairmanship of 
the company at the age of 90.  
 

Joe Biden 
Former US Vice President Joe Biden, has formally 
become the Democratic presidential nominee to run for 
the White House against President Donald Trump in the 
elections in November this year. 
 

Rupert Hine 
British Producer and songwriter Rupert Hine who worked 
with artists including Tina Turner, Howard Jones, passed 
away. 
 

M. Nethra 
Thirteen-year-old M. Nethra of Madurai has been appointed 
as a ''Goodwill Ambassador to the Poor'' for United Nations 
Association for Development And Peace (UNADAP). 
 

Hamza Koya 
Former Indian footballer Hamza Koya has died of 
COVID-19 in Kerala. He was a former football player 
who had represented Maharashtra at the Santhosh 
Trophy and also an India team member in Nehru trophy. 
 

Kurt Thomas  
Kurt Thomas, the first U.S. male gymnast to win a world 
championship gold medal, has died  
 

Jayamohan Thampi 
Former Kerala Ranji Trophy player and wicketkeeper-
batsman Jayamohan Thampi (64) passed away. 
 

Chiranjeevi Sarja  
Kannada star Chiranjeevi Sarja had died at a hospital in 
Bengaluru at the age of 39. 
 

Arjun Charan Sethi 
Former Union minister Arjun Charan Sethi died in a 
hospital following a brief illness. An eight-time MP from 
Bhadrak Lok Sabha constituency, Sethi was the Union 
Water Resources Minister in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led 
NDA government from 2000 to 2004. 

Pierre Nkurunziza 
Burundi's President Pierre Nkurunziza, aged 55, has 
died after suffering a cardiac arrest. After 15 years in 
power, Mr Nkurunziza was due to step down in August. 
 

Gulzar Dehlvi 
Veteran Urdu poet Anand Mohan Zutshi ‘Gulzar’ Dehlvi 
passed away. Gulzar was the editor of “Science ki 
Duniya”, the only science magazine published in Urdu by 
the Government of India. 
 

Kathy Sullivan 
Astronaut and Oceanographer Kathy Sullivan recently 
reached the deepest point in the ocean, Challenger 
Deep. With this, she has become the first woman to 
reach the deepest point in the earth. In 1984, Kathy 
made her space walk debut and became the first woman 
to walk in space. 
 

Rajeev Topno  
Rajeev Topno, a 1996 batch IAS from Gujarat cadre, has 
been appointed as Senior Advisor to the Executive 
Director of the World Bank in Washington DC. 
 

Brajendra Navnit 
Brajendra Navnit, who served in the Prime Minister's 
Office (PMO) has been appointed as Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative of India to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), Geneva, Switzerland. 
 

Vasant Raiji 
India’s oldest First Class cricketer Vasant Raiji passed 
away at the age of 100. He was a right-handed batsman 
and played nine First-Class games in the 1940s and 
scored 277 runs.  
 

Sreedhar Shenoy 
Veteran hockey coach Sreedhar Shenoy(72), who 
produced over 5000 hockey players, passed away in Kochi. 
Shenoy was instrumental in popularising hockey in Kerala. 
He earned the nickname 'Dronacharya of Kerala hockey'  
 

Sushant Singh Rajput 
Noted Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Rajput has committed 
suicide. He won several awards for his roles in movies like 
M.S. Dhoni: The Untold Story, PK and Kedarnath. 
 

Lt. Gen. Vohra 
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Raj Mohan Vohra, who was a 1971 war 
hero and a Maha Vir Chakra (MVC) awardee, has died 
due to COVID-19. He was 88. 
 

K.R. Sachidanandan 
Film director, script writer, and producer K.R. 
Sachidanandan, popularly known as Sachy, died at a 
private hospital. He was 49. 
 

Vidyaben Shah 
Social worker and National Award winner Vidyaben 
Shah passed away . She was 98. She was awarded the 
Padma Shri in 1992 and received the National Award for 
outstanding services in the field of child welfare in 1986. 
 

SethuramanPanchanathan 
The U.S. Senate has confirmed eminent Indian-
American scientist Dr. SethuramanPanchanathan as the 
Director of the National Science Foundation, a top 
American body supporting fundamental research in non-
medical fields of science and engineering. 
 

Rajnath Singh 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh visiedt to Moscow to 
attend the Victory Parade on 24th of this month to 
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commemorate the 75th anniversary of the victory in the 
Second World War. 
 

Pournima Zanane 
Cancer-stricken former India shooter Pournima Zanane 
has passed away aged 42.  She had represented India 
at multiple ISSF World Cups, Asian Championships, 
Commonwealth Championships, among others. 
 

Talib Jauhari 
India-born renowned Pakistani Shia scholar and author 
Talib Jauhari passed away after a prolonged illness. He 
was 80. He was also a poet, historian and philosopher 
and authored many books. 
 

Djokovic 
Novak Djokovic tested positive for the coronavirus  after 
taking part in a tennis exhibition series, the Adria Tour he 
organised in Serbia and Croatia. He is the most high-
profile casualty at the controversy-ridden Adria Tour. 
 

Rajinder Goel  
Rajinder Goel, the highest wicket-taker in the history of 
the Ranji Trophy with 637 strikes, has passed away at 
the age of 77 after a prolonged illness.  
 

Joel Schumacher 
Joel Schumacher, costume designer-turned-director of 
films including “St. Elmo’s Fire,” “The Lost Boys” and 
“Falling Down,” as well as two “Batman” films, died in New 
York City after a year-long battle with cancer. He was 80. 
 

Vini Mahajan 
The Punjab government appointed 1987 batch Indian 
Administrative Service(IAS)  Officer Vini Mahajan as the 
Chief Secretary, by which she becomes the 1st woman 
to hold this post.  
 

Parvez Jamasji 
Sqn Ldr Parvez Jamasji (retd), who was awarded the Vir 
Chakra for gallantry during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war, 
has died. 
 

AashiHanspal 
Mumbai's rising racing star AashiHanspal has been 
shortlisted for FIA's ambitious 'Girls on Track - Rising 
Stars Project', the Federation of Motor Sports Club of 
India (FMSCI) announced. 
 

Francois Fillon 
A French court found former Prime Minister Francois 
Fillon guilty of embezzlement of public funds in a fake 
jobs scandal that wrecked his 2017 run for president. 
 

Lazarus Chakwera 
Malawian opposition leader, Lazarus Chakwera, has 
been sworn in as the country’s new president after 
winning a re-run of the election with over 58 percent of 
the vote. Chakwera is Malawi’s sixth president. 
 

Nitin Menon 
India’s Nitin Menon was included in the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC’s) Elite Panel of Umpires for the 
upcoming 2020-21 season. Menon replaced England’s 
Nigel Llong. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lindores Abbey Rapid Challenge: Dubov nails 
Nakamura in a thriller, takes title 
Daniil Dubov firmly established his credentials as the 
next big speed-chess player by nailing Hikaru Nakamura 

3-2 to win the USD 150,000 Lindores Abbey Rapid 
Challenge chess title  
 

BWF cancels Hyderabad Open 2020 
The Hyderabad Open badminton tournament, scheduled 
to be held from August 11 to 16, was cancelled by the 
world body BWF in view of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Virat Kohli only Indian in 10 highest-earning athletes 
list on Instagram during lockdown 
India skipper Virat Kohli emerged as the only cricketer in 
the world's top-10 list of highest-earning athletes through 
sponsored Instagram posts during the lockdown, according 
to a report. Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo tops 
the list with an estimated earning of 1.8 million pounds 
 

Fit India to launch special films promoting 10 
indigenous sports of India under Ek Bharat, 
Shrestha Bharat 
Sports Ministry’s flagship programme Fit India is joining 
hands with the Department of School Education and 
Literacy, to launch a series of special films promoting 10 
indigenous sports of India under the Ek Bharat, Shrestha 
Bharat initiative. 
 

Football: India bags right to host Women's Asian 
Cup 2022 
India has bagged the right to host the Women's Asian 
Football Cup 2022. The Asian Football Confederation 
awarded the hosting rights of the tournament to India 
after the AFC Women's Football Committee meeting. 
 

Gomathi handed four-year ban 
Gomathi Marimuthu, the 2019 Asian athletics 
championship 800m gold medallist, has been stripped of 
her medal and banned for four years by the Athletics 
Integrity Unit (AIU) after her ‘B’ sample also returned 
positive for anabolic steroid nandrolone. 
 

ICC approves replacements in test cricket, bans use 
of saliva to shine ball 
International Cricket Council, ICC has approved 
substitution in case a player shows symptoms of  
COVID-19 during a Test match besides ratifying the 
interim ban on using saliva to shine the ball. 
 

Relief for lifter Sanjita Chanu 
Two-time Commonwealth Games gold medal-winning 
weightlifter Sanjita Chanu was exonerated of doping 
charges  after more than two-and-a-half years. 
 

India’s tour of Sri Lanka called off 
India’s limited-over tour of Sri Lanka in June-July was 
called off due to COVID-19, with both Boards saying that 
the situation was not feasible for the games to go ahead. 
 

Sports will be a part of curriculum, says Rijiju 
Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has said sports will be a part 
of the curriculum in the country’s new education policy 
and won’t be considered an extra-curricular activity  
 

Magnus Carlsen wins Clutch Chess International in 
dramatic final 
World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen won the final 
game to beat Fabiano Caruana and pick up a total of 
$75,000 after a spectacular final day of the Clutch Chess 
International. 
 

French Open from Sept. 27 
Roland Garros chiefs said that the delayed French Open 
will get underway on September 27 as the ruling bodies 
of world tennis revealed a new-look calendar  
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Bayern wins eighth straight crown 
Bayern Munich claimed its eighth consecutive 
Bundesliga title by beating Werder Bremen 1-0 away. It 
was Bayern's 30th German league crown overall. 
 

Sports Ministry all set to establish Khelo India State 
Centres of Excellence 
The Sports Ministry is all set to establish Khelo India 
State Centres of Excellence under the Khelo India 
Scheme. One such centre will be identified in each State 
and Union Territory with an aim to create a robust 
sporting ecosystem in the entire country. 
 

Niki Poonacha elected to ITF players’ panel 
Reigning National champion Niki Poonacha was elected 
to the International Tennis Federation (ITF) men’s 
players’ panel, and will represent the Asia-Oceania zone 
along with Ti Chen of Chinese Taipei.  
 

Sri Lanka to probe match-fixing allegations over 
2011 WC final 
Sri Lanka said it would probe allegations of match-fixing 
in the 2011 World Cup final, a day after a former Sports 
Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage accused the team 
of “selling” the match against India.  
 

Khelo India centres planned in 1000 districts 
The Sports Ministry is planning to establish 1000 district-
level Khelo India Centres (KIC) that would be helmed by 
former sportspersons, starting with 100 in the current 
financial year. 
 

JSW Cement ropes in Sourav Ganguly and Sunil 
Chhetri as brand ambassadors 
Cement brand, JSW Cement has roped in former 
cricketer and current president of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI), Sourav Ganguly as well as 
captain of the Indian national football team and 
Bengaluru FC, Sunil Chhetri as its brand ambassadors. 
 

ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2020 is the most 
watched ICC women’s T20 event in history 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) revealed record 
viewing figures for the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
2020, which has become one of the most watched 
women’s sporting events in history. The event had already 
clocked up 1.1 billion video views via ICC digital channels. 
 

Liverpool End 30-Year Wait, Win Premier League Title 
Liverpool has been able to end a 30-year championship 
drought as they have been crowned Premier League 
champions.  
 

Vaishali cruises into semifinals 
R. Vaishali stormed into the semifinals of the first leg of 
the FIDE Chess.com Women’s Speed Chess, with a 
crushing victory over Munkhzul Turmunkh of Mongolia. 
The Chennai girl won 7.5-3.5  
 

Ministry withdraws recognition of 54 NSFs 
The Sports Ministry withdrew provisional annual 
recognition granted to 54 National Sports Federations 
(NSFs) on the directions of the Delhi High Court, which 
asked it to maintain status quo till further orders. 
 

Australia, NZ to host 2023 women’s football WC 
Australia and New Zealand will host the 2023 Women's 
World Cup, Fifa has announced.  The 2023 version will 
be the first in the women’s game to feature 32 sides - up 
from the current 24. The competition is scheduled to take 
place from July to August 2023. 

Davis Cup and Fed Cup postponed by a year 
The Davis Cup and Fed Cup Finals have been 
postponed until 2021 because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the International Tennis Federation (ITF) said.  
 

Ushenina wins 
Anna Ushenina of Ukraine won the first Grand Prix leg of 
the FIDE Women’s Chess.com Speed Chess, beating 
Russia’s Valentina Gunina 7-4 in the final.  
 

 
 
 
 

SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft docks at ISS after 
historic launch 
SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft with two NASA astronauts 
successfully docked with the International Space Station 
after a historic launch from the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida. It has marked the dawn of a new age in 
commercial space travel. 
 

World Environment Day  observed on June 5 
World Environment Day is being celebrated across the 
globe on 5 June every year.The theme of the World 
Environment 2020 is 'celebrating biodiversity' . 
 

International Day of Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression observed on 4th June 
International Day of Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression is observed globally on 4th June every year. 
 

World Food Safety Day: June 7 
Every year, on June 7, the World Food Safety Day is 
celebrated. This year the day is celebrated under the 
theme: Food Safety, Everyone’s Business. 
 

World Oceans Day – June 8 
World Oceans Day is observed on 8 June every year. 
The theme of World Oceans Day 2020 is ‘’Innovation for 
a sustainable ocean’’.  
 

India ranks 168th on Environmental Performance Index 
India has been ranked 168th out of 180 countries in the 
2020 Environmental Performance Index (EPI). Denmark 
has ranked first in the world.  
 

Mumbai most expensive city in India for expats, 
ranks 19th in Asia cost of living: Survey 
According to Mercer's '2020 Cost of Living Survey', 
Mumbai is the 60th most expensive city for 
expatriates globally, while it ranks 19th in Asia.The 
global list was topped by Hong Kong. 
 

India ranks 56th among 200 countries on Covid-19 
safety assessment 
According to the risk analysis report conducted by the 
Deep Knowledge Group, India has been ranked 56th out 
of 200 countries in a comprehensive report on safety and 
risk assessment of nations tackling Covid-19.  According 
to the report, Switzerland is the safest and South Sudan 
is the most unsafest. 
 

June 12: World Day against Child Labour 
The World Day against Child Labour is celebrated on 
June 12. This year, the day is celebrated under the 
Theme: ‘Covid-19: Protect Children from Child Labour, 
now more than ever!’. 
 

World Blood Donor Day: 14th June 
World blood donor day is observed globally on June 14th 
every year. The campaign theme for this year’s World 
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donor Day is “Safe blood saves lives” with the slogan 
“Give blood and make the world a healthier place”. 
 
U.S. top court ruling backs LGBT workers 
The U.S. Supreme Court delivered a landmark victory for 
the gay and transgender communities when it ruled that 
employers cannot discriminate against workers because 
of their sexual orientation. 
 
India to take part in meeting of RIC grouping 
India confirmed its participation in the meeting of foreign 
ministers of the RIC grouping comprising Russia, India 
and China to be held on June 23. 
 
World Refugee Day: 20th June 
United Nations celebrates World Refugee Day globally 
on 20 June every year. The theme of World Refugee 
Day 2020 is “Every Action Counts”. 
 
World Hydrography Day: June 21st  
Every year 21st June was observed as World 
Hydrography Day from 2006 onwards. The theme of 
2020 World Hydrography Day: Hydrography- Enabling 
Autonomous Technologies 
 
International Yoga Day: June 21st  
The International Yoga Day (IYD) was celebrated across 
the world on 21 June. The theme of 2020 International 
Yoga Day: Yoga for Health- Yoga at Home. 
 
World Music Day: June 21st 

The World Music Day is celebrated every year on June 
21 in over 120 countries including its country of origin 
France where it is known as ‘Fete de la Musique’ 
meaning “festival of music” to honour both amateur and 
professional musicians. 
 
Saudi Arabia to hold very limited Hajj this year due 
to Coronavirus pandemic 
Saudi Arabia has announced that it will hold a very 
limited Hajj this year due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 
with pilgrims from all nationalities residing in the 
kingdom, allowed to perform it. 
 
Slash staff strength at High Commission in New 
Delhi, India tells Pakistan 

Protesting espionage and terrorism-related activities by 

officials of the Pakistan High Commission in Delhi as well 

as the ill treatment of Indian High Commission officials in 

Islamabad, the government of India has decided to reduce 

the staff strength at both missions by half. 

 
UNHRC asks Myanmar to ensure safe return of 
Rohingyas 
The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has 
adopted a resolution calling upon Myanmar to create 
conditions for the voluntary, safe, dignified and 
sustainable return of Rohingyas and all forcible 
displaced persons. 
 
World's first yoga University outside India launched 
in US 

As part of the 6th International Yoga Day 

commemorations, the world's first yoga university 

Vivekananda Yoga University (VaYU) outside India has 

been launched in Los Angeles. Eminent Indian yoga 

guru Dr. H R Nagendrais the first Chairman of VaYU 

India pledges USD 10 million to UNRWA over next 
two years 
India has announced contributing 10 million US dollar to 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) over the 
coming two years. 
 

North, South Koreas mark 70 years of war 
North and South Korea have separately marked the 70th 
anniversary of the start of the Korean War, a conflict that 
killed millions of people and has technically yet to end 
 

FATF report flags wildlife trade 
In its first global report “Money Laundering and the Illegal 
Wildlife Trade” on the illegal wildlife trade, the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) has described it as a “global 
threat”, which also has links with other organised crimes 
such as modern slavery, drug trafficking and arms trade. 
The illegal trade is estimated to generate revenues of up 
to $23 billion a year. 
 

June 26 observed as International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
June 26 is International Day against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking. The theme for this year's International 
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is "Better 
Knowledge for Better Care” 
 

India moves down at 77th place in accounting 
money in Swiss banks 
India has moved down three places to 77th rank in terms 
of money parked by its citizens and enterprises with 
Swiss banks at the end of 2019, while the UK has 
retained its top position, as per the latest data from 
Switzerland's central bank.   
 

D.C. statehood approved by U.S. House for first time 
in history 
For the first time since the establishment of the District of 
Columbia 230 years ago, the House of Representatives 
voted to declare the city to be the nation’s 51st state, a 
legislative milestone that supporters say begins to right 
historical wrongs. 
 

27th June: MSME Day 
The United Nations on 6th April 2017 has adopted a 
resolution as per which 27th June to be observed every 
year as the day of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME).  
 

2 IITs, IISc Bengaluru among top 200 in QS World 
University Rankings 
Three Indian institutes have made it to the top 200 
universities of the world in the Quacquarelli Symonds 
(QS) World University Ranking 2021. According to the 
QS World University Ranking 2021, Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Bombay is at 172nd position, Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore is at the 185th spot, 
while IIT Delhi is at 193. 
 

Massachusetts Institute for Technology (MIT), USA is 
again at the number one spot for the ninth consecutive 
year. 
 

Bengaluru in world's top 30 startup ecosystem list 
Indian's startup capital Bengaluru has been ranked in the 
world's top 30 startup ecosystems. Topped by the Silicon 
Valley in California, Bengaluru is at the 26th spot and the 
only India city to feature in the list by ‘The Global Startup 
Ecosystem Report 2020’ by Startup Genome.  

 


