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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (MARCH 2019) 
 
 
 
 

US, North Korea fail to strike deal at Hanoi Summit 
The United States and North Korea have failed to reach  
a formal deal at the Hanoi Summit. US President Donald 
Trump said, that the talks ended with no agreement after 
he refused North Korean demand to lift all international 
sanctions. 
 

Algeria protests: Thousands denounce president's 
bid for fifth term 
In Algeria, tens of thousands people have taken to streets 
who are angry at President Abdelaziz Bouteflika's plan to 
seek a fifth term in office.  
 

Will no longer take in Myanmar refugees: Bangladesh 
to UN 
Bangladesh has told the UN Security Council that it will no 
longer be able to take in refugees from Myanmar and 
urged the council to take decisive action.  
 

Estonia's liberal opposition wins election 
Estonia's opposition liberal Reform party has won 
country's general election, outpacing centre-left Prime 
Minister Juri Ratas's party.  
 

Syria takes part in first Arab meeting since 2011 
Syria attended a meeting of Arab states for the first time 
since conflict broke out there in 2011.  
 

United States, South Korea to end their annual  
large-scale joint military exercises  
United States and South Korea have stated that they will 
end their annual large-scale joint military exercises in 
order to  improve their ties with North Korea.  
 

Russia suspends participation in Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear treaty with US 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has officially suspended 
the country's participation in a key Cold War-era nuclear 
arms-control treaty with the United States.  
 

France reiterates support for India's permanent seat 
at UNSC 
France has reiterated its support for India as the 
permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC).  
 

Iran keeping to nuclear deal, says Head of UN nuclear 
agency 
The head of the UN nuclear watchdog Yukiya Amano has 
said that Iran is complying with the 2015 deal with major 
world powers aimed at preventing the country from 
building nuclear weapons.  
 

EU vetoes plan to add Saudi Arabia to money-
laundering list 
Envoys from 28 EU member states have unanimously 
rejected a proposal by the European Commission to add 
Saudi Arabia and other nations to the bloc's money-
laundering blacklist.  
 

US revises visa policy for Pakistan; slashes validity 
for citizens from 5 years to 1 year 
The US has reduced visa validity for Pakistani citizens 
from the existing five years to 1 year  
 

Malaysia joins the International Criminal Court 
Malaysia has ratified the Rome Statute, making it the 
124th State party to the International Criminal Court (ICC). 
This decision to join the ICC comes after 20 years of 
resistance.  
 

Saudi Arabia criticized over human rights by  
36 countries 
Thirty-six countries have signed an open letter criticizing 
Saudi Arabia's human rights record. The collective rebuke 
was signed by all countries in the European Union plus 
Australia, Canada, Norway, New Zealand, Liechtenstein, 
Monaco and Montenegro. 
 

WHO unveils sweeping reforms in drive towards triple 
billion targets 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced 
the most wide-ranging reforms in the Organization's 
history to modernize and strengthen the institution to play 
its role more effectively and efficiently as the world's 
leading authority on public health. 
 

Mohammad Shtayyeh named as Palestinian PM 
Mohammad Shtayyeh has been named as Palestinian 
Prime Minister by President of Palestinian Authority 
Mahmoud Abbas. 
 

China, US reach consensus on many key issues 
China and the United States have reached a consensus 
on many key issues, including exchange rates, during the 
latest round of talks to negotiate a comprehensive trade 
deal, in Washington.  
 

New visa agreement between Maldives & India comes 
into force 
The new visa agreement between Maldives and India has 
come into force. This agreement will provide a liberal visa 
policy for Maldivians seeking medical treatment as well as 
education and business opportunities in India. 
 

British Parliament rejects Brexit deal for second time 
Prime Minister Theresa May's "Brexit" deal with the EU 
crashed to defeat for the second time. 
 

China places hold on listing Azhar as designated 
terrorist  
China has placed a technical hold on the listing request 
for Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammad’s 
(JeM) leader Masood Azhar at the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) 1267 Committee. 
 

49 killed in New Zealand mosque shooting 
In New Zealand, a gunman killed 49 persons and injured 
20 in attacks at two mosques killing 49 people and 
seriously injuring 20 others in the Christchurch city.  
 

First BRICS Sherpa meeting under Presidency of 
Brazil concludes successfully 
The first BRICS Sherpa meeting under the Presidency of 
Brazil concluded at Curitiba in Brazil. 
 

Anti-corruption candidate wins first round of 
Slovakia’s presidential election 
Lawyer Zuzana Caputova has won the largest share of 
votes in Slovakia’s presidential ballot, making her the 
front-runner ahead of a second round later this month. 
 

UK Speaker rules out third vote on PM May’s Brexit 
deal 
UK's House of Commons Speaker disallowed a third vote 
on Prime Minister Theresa May's withdrawal agreement 
with the EU.  
 

Kazakhstan to rename country's capital Astana as 
Nursultan  
Kazakhstan's parliament voted to rename the country's 
capital Astana as Nursultan in honour of longtime ruler 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, a day after he resigned as 
president.  
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Germany initiates move at EU to designate Masood 
Azhar as global terrorist 
Germany has initiated a move at the European Union to 
designate Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar as a 
global terrorist, days after China blocked a bid at the 
United Nations to ban him. 
 

EU agrees to postpone Brexit beyond 29 March 
European Union leaders have agreed on a plan to delay 
the Article 50 process, postponing Brexit beyond  
29 March.  
 

New Zealand bans assault weapons 
New Zealand has imposed an immediate ban on assault 
weapons following last week's Christchurch massacre 
that claimed the lives of 50 mosque-goers. 
 

Pakistan to receive over 2 billion US Dollars loan from 
China 
Cash-strapped Pakistan will receive over 2 billion US Dollars 
loan from China to provide a boost to its ailing economy. 
 

Italy, China ink new 'Silk Road' protocol 
Italy has signed a non-binding protocol with China to take 
part in Beijing's new Silk Road of transport and trade links 
stretching from Asia to Europe. Italy became the first  
G7 country to sign up for the project.  
 

Voters in Thailand head to elections for first time 
since military coup 
About 51 million people are set to vote in Thailand’s 
general election after almost five years under a military 
government that’s now looking to bring its leader back as 
prime minister. 
 

Oman signs agreement allowing United States 
military to use its ports 
Oman has signed an agreement with the United States 
that allow American ships and warplanes to take 
advantage of its ports and airports. This framework 
agreement is aimed at bolstering Omani-American 
military relations. 
 

Trump sign proclamation recognising Israel's 
sovereignty over Golan Heights 
US President Donald Trump has signed a proclamation 
recognizing Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights. 
 

Syria asks UN Security Council to hold meeting on 
Golan Heights 
Syria has asked the United Nations Security Council to 
hold an urgent meeting on the US decision to recognize 
the Golan Heights as Israeli territory.  
 

European Parliament adopts controversial copyright 
reforms 
The European Parliament has adopted controversial 
copyright reforms championed by news publishers and 
the media business.  
 

Under the reform, European law for the first time would 
hold platforms legally responsible for enforcing copyright, 
requiring them to check everything that their users post to 
prevent infringement. 
 

India-African Union sign MoU on strengthening 
cooperation in healthcare sector 
An agreement has been signed between India and the 
African Union to establish an India-Africa health sciences 
collaborative platform.  
 

UN council passes resolution to combat terrorist 
financing  
The UN Security Council has unanimously passed the 
first-ever resolution ordering members to enforce laws 
against terror financing. 
 

British Parliament rejects Brexit deal for 3rd time 
British lawmakers have rejected the Brexit deal proposed 
by embattled Prime Minister Theresa May in Parliament 
for the third time, throwing the UK's divorce plans with the 
EU into further chaos.  
 

EU parliament approves ban on Single-use plastics 
The European Parliament has voted for an EU-wide ban 
on single-use plastic products such as the straws, cutlery 
and cotton buds that are clogging the world’s oceans by 
2021.  
 

India & Bolivia sign 8 MoUs in various fields including 
culture, mining, space 
India and Bolivia have signed eight MoUs on the second 
day of President Ram Nath Kovind’s three-day visit to that 
country. 
 

These MoUs were signed in the fields of culture, Visa 
waiver arrangement for diplomats, the exchange between 
diplomatic academies, mining, space, traditional 
medicine, establishment of Centre of Excellence in IT and 
Bi-Oceanic Railway project. 
 
 
 
 

Javadekar launches scheme to provide 
apprenticeship opportunities to fresh graduates 
Union minister Prakash Javadekar has launched a new 
scheme named “Scheme for Higher Education Youth in 
Apprenticeship and Skills” (SHREYAS) for providing 
industry apprenticeship opportunities to fresh graduates. 
 

NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission partners with 
Adobe to enhance creativity in ATL Schools 
NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and Adobe 
signed a Statement of Intent (SOI) to collectively drive the 
charter of developing creative skills and spreading digital 
literacy across all Atal Tinkering Labs in India. 
 

Signalchip launches India’s first indigenous 
semiconductor chips for 4G LTE, 5G NR modems 
Bengaluru-based fab-less semiconductor company, 
Signalchip has launched India’s first semiconductor chips 
for 4G/LTE and 5G NR modems. It launched four chips as 
part of its SCBM34XX and SCRF34XX/45XX series, 
code-named ‘Agumbe’.  
 

Cabinet approves MoU with US on missing, exploited 
children 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding between India and the USA to access 
tipline reports on Missing and Exploited Children. 
 

Cabinet okays National Mineral Policy 2019  
The Union Cabinet  has approved the National Mineral 
Policy 2019 which is aimed at bringing about more 
effective regulation to the sector as well as a more 
sustainable approach while addressing the issues of 
those affected by mining. 
 

Cabinet approves master plan to convert AIIMS, Delhi 
into world class Medical University 
The Union Cabinet has approved the implementation of 
Master Plan to convert AIIMS, New Delhi into a world 
class Medical University.  
 

Union Cabinet approves software product policy  
The Union Cabinet has approved the National Policy on 
Software Products 2019 that aims to help the industry 
grow at CAGR of 40% to reach $70-80 billion by 2025, 
while creating employment opportunities for 3.5 million 
people.  
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National Science Day observed all over India on  
28th of February 
National Science Day is celebrated all over India on  
28th of February every year to commemorate the invention 
of the Raman Effect in India by the Indian physicist, Sir 
Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman on the same day in the 
year 1928. 
 

The 2019 National Science Day theme is – “Science for 
the People and People for Science”. 
 

Rice Knowledge Bank portal launched under World-
bank funded Assam Agribusiness & Rural 
Transformation (APART) project 
‘Rice Knowledge Bank - Assam’, an agriculture web portal 
dedicated to enhancing knowledge on rice production 
techniques and technologies, best production practices 
and state agriculture facts, was launched as part of the 
World Bank funded project- Assam Agri-business and 
Rural Transformation (APART).  
 

Prayagraj Kumbha Mela 2019 makes it to the 
Guinness World Records  
Prayagraj Kumbha Mela 2019 has been placed in the 
Guinness World Records in three sectors.  
 

It includes largest traffic and crowd management plan, the 
biggest painting exercise of public sites under paint my 
city scheme and biggest sanitation and waste disposal 
mechanism. 
 

Education spend rose to 4.6% of GDP, target 6%: HRD 
Minister 
Union Human Resource Development Minister Prakash 
Javadekar has said that the government expenditure on 
education has gone up from 3.8 per cent of GDP in  
2014 to 4.6 per cent during the NDA rule.  
 

PM Modi inaugurates Ahmedabad Metro first phase 
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 
first phase of the Ahmedabad Metro Rail project and laid 
the foundation of the second phase of the project.  
 

President gives assent to Ordinance allowing 
voluntary use of Aadhaar 
President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to an 
ordinance that allows voluntary use of Aadhaar as ID proof 
for obtaining mobile SIM cards and opening bank accounts. 
 

Centre for Disability Sports to be set up at Gwalior 
A Centre for Disability Sports will be set up at Gwalior in 
Madhya Pradesh.  
 

ISRO launches 'Yuva Vigyani Karyakram' for school 
children 
Indian Space Research Organisation has launched “Yuva 
VIgyani Karyakram”, a “Young Scientist Programme” for 
the School Children to be studying in the ninth standard. 
 

Assam's Hailakandi top aspirational district: Niti 
Aayog study 
According to the Delta ranking report released by NITI 
Aayog, Assam’s Hailakandi has become the top 
aspirational district among the 112 aspirational districts of 
the country. 
 

CISF creates Guinness world record in single-line 
bicycle parade 
The Central Industrial Security Force, CISF, has scripted 
history by creating a Guinness world record in a single line 
bicycle parade to mark the 50 years of the paramilitary force.  
 

Fifteen of the 20 most polluted cities in the world are 
in India  
According to an analysis of air quality in several cities 

around the world by IQAir Group, fifteen of the top 20 most 
polluted cities in the world are located in India. 
 

Gurugram, in Haryana, topped the list with an average 
annual particulate matter (PM 2.5) quality of  
135 micrograms/cubic metre, in 2018. 
 

Women officers inducted in Short Service 
Commission of Indian Army to be given Permanent 
Commission 
Women officers will be granted Permanent Commission in 
the Indian Army in all the ten branches where they are 
inducted for Short Service Commission (SSC). 
 

96.5% of households in rural India have access to 
toilet: NARSS 
The National Annual Rural Sanitation Survey, NARSS 
2018-19 has found that 96.5 per cent of the households in 
rural India have access to a toilet. 
 

Centre introduces scheme to provide financial 
assistance for transport, marketing of agriculture 
products to boost export 
The Union government has introduced a scheme for 
providing financial assistance for transport and marketing 
of agriculture products with a view to boosting export of 
farm commodities to certain countries in Europe and 
North America. 
 

Under the Transport and Marketing Assistance scheme, 
the Centre would reimburse a certain portion of freight 
charges and provide assistance for marketing of 
agricultural produce. 
 

Govt fixes sugar sale quota for March  
The Union government has fixed sugar sale quota of  
24.5 lakh tonne for the month of March. The Centre has 
allocated sugar quota for sale to each of the 524 mills in 
the country. 
 

Indore bags cleanest city award for 3rd straight year 
Indore has bagged the cleanest city award for third 
straight year under Swachh Survekshan, 2019. The 
second and third positions were bagged by Ambikapur in 
Chhattisgarh and Mysuru in Karnataka.  
 

ISRO, French agency to set up maritime surveillance 
system  
National space agency ISRO and its French counterpart 
CNES have sealed an agreement to set up a joint 
maritime surveillance system in the country in May.  
 

Poorest of poor and uneducated women left behind in 
ICDS  
According to a paper published in a WHO bulletin, 
anganwadi services have a poor reach among key 
beneficiaries – the poorest of the poor and uneducated 
mothers.  
 

The study also said that mothers without any schooling 
were the lowest beneficiaries as compared to those with 
primary and secondary schooling.  
 

Teachers entitled to gratuity, rules SC  
The Supreme Court of India has altered its judgment and 
said teachers were entitled to claim gratuity under the 
Payment of Gratuity Act.  
 

Army to undergo major reforms 
In a major move, Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
has approved the first batch of reforms in the Army which 
include relocation of 229 officers from the Army 
headquarters, creation of a new post of Deputy Chief for 
Military Operations and Strategic Planning, and setting up 
new wings for vigilance and human rights issues. 
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Cabinet okays ECHS facilities for veterans  
The Union Cabinet has approved the grant of  
Ex-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) 
facilities to Second World War veterans, Emergency 
Commissioned Officers, Short Service Commissioned 
Officers and premature retirees.  
 

Driving Licences, Registration Certificates to Be 
Issued as Cards 
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways said that 
driving licences and vehicle registration certificates will 
now be issued as plastic cards in a standard format across 
the country.  
 

Large hydro projects get ‘renewable energy’ status  
The Union Cabinet has approved a new hydroelectric 
policy aimed at boosting the sector, including according 
large hydro projects the status of renewable energy 
projects. So far, only smaller projects of less than 25 MW 
in capacity were categorized as renewable energy. 
 

SC appoints three-member mediation panel in 
Ayodhya land dispute case 
The Supreme Court referred Ayodhya's Ram 
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land dispute case to 
mediation for amicable settlement. 
 

Former apex court judge Justice (retd) F M Kallifulla will 
head a panel of mediators in the case. Other members of 
the panel of mediators include spiritual guru Shri Shri Ravi 
Shankar and senior advocate Sriram Panchu. 
 

Google launches Bolo to tutor children to read Hindi 
and English 
Tech giant Google has unveiled a new app ‘Bolo’ that aims 
to help children in primary school learn to read in Hindi 
and English. 
 

Kerala’s Marayoor Jaggery Gets Geographical 
Indication Tag 
Idukki’s The Marayoor Jaggery, the traditional and 
handmade product from Idukki district of Kerala received 
the Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the Central 
Government. 
 

Govt to build ‘state-of-the-art’ passenger terminal for 
Kartarpur corridor 
The government has approved a state-of-the-art 
passenger terminal building for Kartarpur Corridor.  
 

Govt reduces price of 390 anti-cancer drugs upto 87 pc 
The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority under 
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers put out the list of 390 
anti-cancer non-scheduled medicines with Maximum 
Retail Price reduction up to 87 per cent. 
 

17th Lok Sabha elections announced; to be held in  
7 phases 
The Election Commission of India has announced that the 
Lok Sabha election will be held in 7 phases. The Model 
Code of Conduct has come into force as EC announced 
the dates for the elections to 17th Lok Sabha.  
 

The elections will start on April 11 and continue till May 19.  
 

EC asks political parties not to display photographs 
of defence personnel 
The Election Commission has asked political parties to 
advise their candidates and leaders to desist from 
displaying photographs of defence personnel in 
advertisements as part of their election campaign.  
 

34th edition of AAHAR - International Food and 
Hospitality fair-held in New Delhi  
The 34th edition of AAHAR - the International Food and 
Hospitality fair – was held at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 
 

Enemy properties can be put to public use: Centre to 
states 
The Centre has allowed state governments to put to public 
use some enemy properties that were left behind by 
people who migrated to Pakistan since the Partition and 
to China after the 1962 Sino-Indian war. 
 

Arecanut gets its first GI tag for ‘Sirsi Supari’  
For the first time in the arecanut sector, ‘Sirsi Supari’ 
grown in Uttara Kannada has received the Geographic 
Indication (GI) tag. It is cultivated in Yellapura, Siddapura 
and Sirsi taluks. 
 

Pinaka guided weapons system successfully test fired 
Defence Research and Development organisation, DRDO 
has successfully test fired the PINAKA guided weapon 
rocket system from Pokhran range in Rajasthan. 
 

DGCA bars Boeing 737 MAX 8 after global alarm  
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation, the 
governmental regulatory body for civil aviation under the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation has grounded all Boeing  
737 MAX 8 aircraft immediately. 
 

Facebook unveils hubs to aid start-ups 
Facebook has launched ‘Facebook Hubs’ at 20 locations 
in India to support the start-up ecosystem in the country.  
 

India, Pakistan agree to work on operationalizing 
Kartapur corridor 
India and Pakistan have agreed to work expeditiously on 
operationalizing the Kartapur corridor. This corridor will 
facilitate Indian pilgrims to visit the holy shrine of 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur in Pakistan. 
 

United States to set up six nuclear power plants in India 
India and the United States have committed to strengthen 
bilateral security and civil nuclear cooperation, including 
the establishment of six US nuclear power plants in India. 
 

Bio-medical waste: NGT warns States  
The National Green Tribunal has directed all States and 
Union Territories to furnish reports pertaining to the 
management of bio-medical waste (BMW) to the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) by April 30.  
 

Book on Titan Company released  
A book titled ‘Titan: Inside India’s most successful 
consumer brand,’ was released. The book traces the 
history of the watch company and is authored by Vinay 
Kamath, Associate Editor, The Hindu BusinessLine . 
 

GI tag for Coorg Arabica Coffee, four others 
The Geographical Indications Registry has granted the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag to Coorg Arabica Coffee, 
Wayanad Robusta Coffee, Chikmagalur Arabica Coffee, 
Araku Valley Arabica Coffee and Bababudangiris Arabica 
Coffee. 
 

Amitabh Kant To Head Transformative Mobility Panel 
Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant will head the National 
Mission on Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage, 
which is being set up to promote clean and sustainable 
mobility initiatives in the country. 
 

PM Modi launches Main Bhi Chowkidar campaign 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged people to take 'Main 
Bhi Chowkidar' pledge, saying he is not alone in the fight 
against graft and social evils.  
 

India, Maldives agree to cooperate on defence, 
development, health  
India and the Maldives discussed measures to strengthen 
ties and agreed to collaborate in the fields of defence, 
development cooperation, capacity building and health.   
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Pollution: 6 States told to submit action plan  
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed six 
States to submit by April 30 action plans for bringing air 
quality standards within the prescribed norms, failing 
which they would be liable to pay environment 
compensation of Rs. 1 crore each. 
 

Second Scorpene submarine ready for induction  
The Indian Navy is set to induct the second Scorpene 
submarine Khanderi by early May. The remaining 
submarines in the series are in advanced stages of 
manufacturing and trials. Khanderi has completed all trials 
and is in the final stages of acceptance. 
 

India now has 2,293 political parties, 149 registered 
between Jan & March  
The Election Commission’s latest data on political parties, 
registered till March 9, reveals that the country has a total 
of 2,293 political parties. These include seven recognized 
national and 59 recognized state parties.  
 

Notification for 2nd phase of LS polls issued  
The Election Commission of India has issued notification 
for the second phase of Lok Sabha polls.  
97 constituencies spread over 13 States and Union 
Territories will go to polls in this phase on the 18th of April.  
 

Govt.’s prerogative to frame schemes 
The Supreme Court of India in a judgment has stated that 
the concerned government  has the sole prerogative to 
frame schemes and courts should stay out of governance.  
 

EC directs parties to desist from indulging any political 
propaganda involving activities of Defence forces 
Election Commission of India has directed all political 
parties to desist from indulging in any political propaganda 
involving activities of the Defence Forces.  
 

Social Media platforms to prevent violation of Code of 
Ethics during polls 
Social Media platforms including Facebook, WhatsApp, 
Twitter, Google and ShareChat will create a high priority 
dedicated reporting mechanism and appoint dedicated 
teams during the General Elections for taking expeditious 
action on any reported violations of Code of Ethics. 
 

India’s deepest shaft cave discovered in Meghalaya 
India's deepest shaft cave Krem Um Ladaw has been 
discovered in Meghalaya's East Khasi Hills. The cave has 
a 105 m deep shaft entrance passage. 
 

Now, NEET score is valid for three years  
According to a notification by the Medical Council of India 
— Board of Governors, the National Eligibility-cum- 
Entrance Test (NEET) score is valid for three years for 
Indian students wanting to pursue undergraduate medical 
courses abroad. 
 

Book Titled ‘Every Vote Counts’ of Navin Chawla 
Launched 
Former Vice-President Hamid Ansari has launched the 
book titled ‘Every Vote Counts-The Story of India’s 
Elections’. The author of this book is former Chief Election 
Commissioner Navin Chawla.  
 

NITI Aayog's FinTech Conclave to be held in New Delhi   
NITI Aayog is organising a day-long FinTech Conclave at 
Dr. Ambedkar International Center, New Delhi. 
 

India achieves 84 % reduction in TB deaths among 
HIV patients: UN 
According to the Joint United Nations Programme on the 
UNAIDS, India has achieved an 84 per cent reduction in 
tuberculosis deaths among people living with HIV  
by 2017.  
 

Government notifies Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 
2019 
Health and Family Welfare Ministry have notified the 
Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019 with an aim to 
promote clinical research in the country.  
 

These rules will apply to all new drugs, investigational new 
drugs for human use, clinical trial, bioequivalence study 
and Ethics Committee. 
 

It has reduced the time for approving applications to  
30 days for drugs manufactured in India and 90 days for 
those developed outside the country. 
 

Indian Air Force inducts four Chinooks 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) has inducted the first batch of 
four Chinook CH-47F(I) heavy-lift helicopters, which will 
significantly improve airlift to high-altitude areas. These 
helicopters will be deployed in northern and eastern 
regions. 
 

India’s carbon dioxide emissions up 5%  
According to a report by the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), India emitted 2,299 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
in 2018, a 4.8% rise from last year. 
 

The United States, the largest emitter, was responsible for 
14%. 
 

China, the United States, and India together accounted for 
nearly 70% of the rise in energy demand. 
 

India, Bangladesh to start cruise service 
India and Bangladesh will start a cruise service that would 
take passengers through the Sunderbans to Dhaka.  
 

Sharp rise in H1N1 cases 
In a matter of three weeks, the number of influenza  
A (H1N1) cases and deaths in India has risen sharply by 
about 6,200 and over 225, respectively.  
 

Rajasthan continues to report the most number of cases 
and deaths, followed by Gujarat. Delhi has the third most 
number of cases. 
 

India successfully conducts anti-satellite missile test  
Defence Research and Development Organisation, 
DRDO,  successfully conducted an Anti-Satellite (A-SAT) 
missile test, under ''Mission Shakti'' from Dr A P J Abdul 
Kalam Island in Odisha. 
 

All eight members of Lokpal take oath of office 
All eight members of the Lokpal were administered the 
oath of office. The Chairperson of the anti corruption 
ombudsman Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose has 
administered the oath of office to them.  
 

Facebook launches Tools to Boost Engagement 
Ahead of Lok Sabha Elections 
Social-networking site Facebook launched two new India-
specific tools called "Candidate Connect" and "Share You 
Voted", to boost civic engagement on its platform during 
the general elections that commence in April.  
 

ISRO launches Young Scientist Programme for 
schoolkids 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
launched a special programme for schoolchildren called 
Young Scientist Programme or Yuva Vigyani Karyakram 
from this year, in tune with the government's vision "Jai 
Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan". 
 

Govt sets up multi disciplinary terror action group  
for J&K 
The Centre has set up a multi-disciplinary terror 
monitoring group (MDTMG) to ensure synergised  
and concerted action against terror financing and  
terror-related activities in Jammu and Kashmir.  
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The MDTMG will have representatives from the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, Intelligence Bureau, CBI, NIA, and 
Income Tax Department. 
 

At 15,256 ft, Tashigang in Himachal Pradesh is world’s 
highest polling station 
Tashigang, a small Himachal Pradesh village at an 
altitude of 15,256 feet, is now the highest polling station in 
the world.  
 

Braille-enabled ballot papers at all polling booths in 
Meghalaya 
For the first time, Meghalaya will witness Braille-enabled 
ballot papers at all polling booths to ensure wider 
participation of voters in Lok Sabha elections.  
 

GRSE Is First Indian Shipyard to Deliver 100 Warships 
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) 
has delivered its 100th Warship, to the Indian Navy, which 
makes GRSE as the first Indian Shipyard to make and 
deliver 100.  
 

Wipro and IIT-Kharagpur partner for Advanced 
Research 
IT services major Wipro has announced a partnership with 
IIT Kharagpur to undertake industry-focused applied 
research in the areas of 5G and artificial intelligence (AI). 
 

Former Supreme Court judge PC Ghose appointed 
India's first Lokpal 
Former Supreme Court judge Justice Pinaki Chandra 
Ghose has been appointed as the country's first Lokpal. 
The Lokpal will have four judicial and four non-judicial 
members. 
 

BJP's Pramod Sawant sworn in as Goa Chief Minister  
Pramod Sawant, former Speaker of the Goa legislative 
Assembly and BJP MLA from Sankhelim in north Goa, 
was sworn in as the 11th Chief Minister of Goa.  
 

India-Bangladesh begin joint military exercise  
The eighth edition of joint military exercise between the 
armies of India and Bangladesh has begun Bongobondhu 
Cantonment in Tangail, Bangladesh. This joint military 
exercise 'Sampriti' is aiming to increase mutual 
cooperation and camaraderie between the armies of two 
countries. 
 
India, Russia sign deal on nuclear submarine 
India sealed a $3-billion deal with Russia for leasing  
a nuclear-powered attack submarine for the Indian Navy 
for a period of 10 years. Under the pact, Russia will have 
to deliver the Akula class submarine, to be known as 
Chakra III, to the Indian Navy by 2025. 

 
 
 

 
India, Brunei sign agreement to exchange information 
on tax and banking matters 
India and Brunei have signed an agreement for the 
exchange of information in tax matters which will help curb 
tax evasion and tax avoidance.  
 

RBI forms panel to keep rupee stable  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed a task force 
on the offshore rupee market which will be headed by 
former Deputy Governor Usha Thorat and will recommend 
steps for ensuring the stability of the currency.  
 

Govt. cuts FY19 growth estimate to 7% 
The Union government has revised downwards its 
estimate for GDP growth in the 2018-19 financial year to 
7% from the 7.2% estimated in the first estimate for the 
year released in January.  
 

Fraud-hit PNB ranks highest in implementation of 
'reforms agenda' in 2018: Study  
Fraud-hit Punjab National Bank has been ranked first 
among public sector banks in the implementation of 
'reforms agenda', followed by Bank of Baroda and State 
Bank of India. 
 

Bancassurance Agreement signed by IDBI Bank and 
LIC 
LIC and IDBI Bank Ltd, have entered into a Service Level 
Agreement to offer LIC’s insurance products through IDBI 
Bank’s branches.  
 

IRCTC launches ‘IRCTC iPay’, its own payment 
gateway 
Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC), which handles catering, tourism and online 
ticketing operations for the Indian Railways, has launched 
its own payment aggregator called ‘IRCTC iPay’.  
 

Former finance secretary Jha joins 15th Finance 
Commission as member 
Former finance secretary Ajay Narayan Jha has joined the 
15th Finance Commission as a member.  
 

RBI, Bank of Japan sign Bilateral Swap Arrangement 
Reserve Bank of India and Bank of Japan have signed  
a Bilateral Swap Arrangement (BSA). The BSA provides 
for India to access 75 billion US dollars whereas the 
earlier BSA had provided for 50 billion dollars. 
 

Indian economy expected to grow at 7.3% in 2019-20: 
Moody's 
The US-based rating agency Moody in its quarterly Global 
Macro Outlook for 2019-2020, has projected that the 
Indian economy is expected to grow at 7.3 per cent in 
calendar years 2019 and 2020. 
 

Cabinet approves ₹1,450 crore for share capital of  
RBI in NHB 
The Union Cabinet has approved Rs1,450 crore for the 
share capital of Reserve Bank of India in the National 
Housing Bank.  
 

IFFCO Tokio launches India’s first policy to protect 
bank locker 
IFFCO Tokio General Insurance Company has 
announced the launch of Bank Locker Protector Policy, 
which is the first policy in the industry to protect the 
contents of a bank locker such as jewellery and other 
valuables. 
 

Ex-Finance Secretary Hasmukh Adhia appointed non-
executive chairman of BoB 
Former Finance Secretary Hasmukh Adhia was appointed 
as non-executive chairman of Bank of Baroda.  
 

MUDRA: Rs. 1 lakh cr. more has to be lent 
Despite all the push given by the Central government to 
the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana and the ‘MSME loan 
in 59 minutes’ scheme, banks are still struggling to meet 
the Rs 3 lakh crore target for lending Mudra loans, as only 
about Rs 2 lakh crore have been disbursed so far.  
 

Bharti AXA General wins 'Assocham Non-Life Insurer 
of The Year Award' 
Bharti AXA General Insurance has been conferred with 
the ‘Non-Life Insurer of The Year Award 2019 by the 
Assocham, one of the apex trade associations of India. 
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China slashes its GDP target to 6-6.5% amid 
slowdown, trade war 
China has slashed its official GDP target to 6 to 6.5 per 
cent this year as the world's second largest economy is 
struggling with the ongoing trade war with the US and  
a continued economic slowdown. 
 

ICICI among 7 banks fined for SWIFT violation  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has slapped penalties 
on seven more commercial banks for not adhering to 
regulatory directions relating to global messaging platform 
SWIFT. Private sector lenders ICICI Bank and Yes Bank 
have been slapped with a penalty of Rs. 1 crore each. 
 

Higher capital adequacy for HFCs mooted  
To improve solvency of housing finance companies, the 
housing regulator, National Housing Bank (NHB), has 
proposed to increase capital adequacy ratio to 15% in a 
phased manner.  
 

World Bank to provide 250 Million dollar for NRETP to 
boost Rural incomes in India 
The World Bank will provide a $250-million loan for the 
National Rural Economic Transformation Project 
(NRETP) to help women in rural households develop 
viable enterprises for farm and non-farm products. 
 

OECD cuts global growth forecast over trade, Brexit 
uncertainty 
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, OECD lowered its forecast to 3.3 per cent 
for this year, down from the 3.5 per cent it predicted in 
November. 
 

Govt to come out with Rs. 20 coins  
The Union Government will come out with the first-ever 
Rs. 20 coin, which will be shaped like a 12-edged polygon 
with design of grains.  
 

Scheme to rebate embedded taxes for garments gets 
nod 
The Union Cabinet has approved a scheme to rebate 
State and Central Embedded Taxes for apparels and 
made-ups exports.  
 

IRDAI, NHA form working group to curb fraud in 
Ayushman Bharat scheme 
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India (IRDAI) and the National Health Authority (NHA) 
have formed a working group on the Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). The joint 
working group, to be chaired by Dinesh Arora. 
 

United Bank, HDFC Life sign bancassurance deal 
United Bank of India has signed a bancassurance deal 
with private life insurer HDFC Life Insurance Company.  
 

SBI Links Interest on Most Savings Account Deposits 
to RBI Repo Rate  
State Bank of India has become the first domestic bank to 
link the interest rate it offers on savings account deposits 
to an external benchmark — the Reserve Bank of India’s 
repo rate.  
 

Govt sets up a committee to examine insurance cover 
to advocates 
The government has set up a committee to examine the 
issues related to framing of a proper, structured scheme 
for providing insurance cover to advocates and suggest 
modalities for its implementation.  
 

India, ASEAN clock fastest growth for e-commerce, 
digital trade sectors: FICCI-KPMG 
According to a new report by industry body FICCI and 
consulting major KPMG, India and 10-member ASEAN 

are among the fastest growing economies in the world 
with even faster growth rates for e-commerce and digital 
trade sectors. 
 

IDBI Bank mulls giving three-year term to CEO 
IDBI Bank is considering giving MD and CEO Rakesh 
Sharma a three-year term. Mr. Sharma was appointed by 
the government as the MD and CEO of IDBI Bank in 
October for a period of six months. 
 

SEBI seeks power to grant immunity 
With an aim to bolster its information-gathering 
mechanism and fast-track its probes, SEBI has sought 
direct powers to grant immunity in select cases and to 
impose lesser penalty if an accused agrees to provide 
assistance against other wrongdoers. 
 

PNB sanctions loans worth Rs. 689 crore through 
online portal 
Government-owned Punjab National Bank has sanctioned 
loans to over 1,600 MSMEs totaling Rs. 689 crore through 
its portal psbloansin59minutes.com.  
 

Banks' reliance on bulk deposits like to increase:  
Ind-Ra  
According to India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra), 
scheduled commercial banks' reliance on bulk deposits is 
likely to increase if credit growth is higher than that of 
deposit. 
 

IIP growth slows to 1.7%, retail inflation rises to 2.57% 
According to government data, industrial activity slowed 
in January 2019 growing by just 1.7% due in large part to 
a deceleration in the manufacturing, electricity, and capital 
goods sectors. Retail inflation in February snapped a  
four-month declining trend by rising to 2.57%. 
 

SEBI lifts cap on corporate bonds for FPIs  
Markets regulator SEBI withdrew the 20% limit on 
investments by Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) in 
corporate bonds of an entity.  
 

Bank of India raises Rs 660 cr by selling shares to 
employees  
State-owned Bank of India (BoI) had raised Rs. 660.80 crore 
by issuing shares to employees under Employee Share 
Purchase Scheme (ESPS).  
 

Bank of Baroda becomes one of the first PSBs to 
launch creche/day-care facility for employees 
children 
Bank of Baroda has become one of the first public sector 
banks to launch a crèche/child daycare facility for children 
of its employees at its Mumbai corporate office . 
 

CBDT yet to set up angel tax exemption infrastructure 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has not started 
work on setting up the back-end infrastructure required to 
automatically exempt registered start-ups from angel tax, 
which had been notified nearly a month ago. 
 

RBI to inject liquidity via forex swaps  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to inject 
rupee liquidity into the system through long-term foreign 
exchange buy/sell swap, which is a first-of-its-kind 
instrument used for liquidity management.  
 

Rahul Bajaj resigns as Bajaj Finserv chairman  
Bajaj Finserv said its chairman and non-executive director 
Rahul Bajaj has resigned and will take over as the 
chairman emeritus from May.  
 

Vistara can now fly overseas 
The Tata-Singapore joint venture airline Vistara has been 
granted permission by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to fly 
overseas.  
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MR Kumar appointed LIC Chairman 
The Union government appointed MR Kumar as the 
Chairman of Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) and Vipin 
Anand and TC Suseel Kumar as the managing directors 
(Mds).  
 

India's trade deficit narrows; exports up by 2.44%, 
imports decline by 5.4% 
According to data released by the Union Commerce 
Ministry, India's trade deficit narrowed in the month of 
February this year to 9.6 billion dollars. The country's 
exports grew by 2.44 per cent year-on-year to 26.67 billion 
dollar while imports declined by 5.4 per cent to  
36.26 billion dollars. 
 

SBI, ICICI, HDFC Bank to remain D-SIBs  
SBI, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank continue to be in the 
Reserve Bank of India’s list of Domestic Systemically 
Important Banks (D-SIBs) for 2018.  
 

SBI launches cardless ATM withdrawals  
State Bank of India has launched ‘YONO Cash’ for 
cardless withdrawal of cash at over 16,500 SBI ATMs 
across the country. With this facility, customers can initiate 
the cash withdrawal process on the YONO app and set a 
six-digit YONO Cash PIN for the transaction. 
 

RBI re-categorizes IDBI Bank as a Private Sector Bank  
The Reserve Bank of India has categorized IDBI Bank as 
a 'Private Sector Bank' for regulatory purposes by with 
effect from 21 January 2019.   
 

Post fund infusion, ICRA revises rating for 6 PSBs  
Credit rating agency ICRA has revised the ratings outlook 
of six banks that have received substantial capital infusion 
from promoters. The lenders are IDBI Bank, Bank of India, 
Bank of Maharashtra, Oriental Bank of Commerce, 
Punjab and Sind Bank, and Punjab National Bank.  
 

Unilever elevates Paranjpe as COO  
Nitin Paranjpe, a former chief executive officer of 
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL), has been appointed the 
chief operating officer (COO) of Unilever.  
 

RBI issues guidelines to prevent market abuse 
The Reserve Bank of India has come out with guidelines 
to prevent misuse of price-sensitive information by 
participants in markets for financial instruments. 
 

The RBI said market participants, either acting 
independently or in collusion, shall not undertake any 
action with the intention to manipulate the calculation of  
a benchmark rate or a reference rate. 
 

Tata, Reliance and Airtel Emerge Best Indian Brands 
Of 2019 
Tata, Reliance, and Airtel emerged as the top three Indian 
brands of 2019, according to a report published by 
Interbrand, part of the Omnicom Media Group.  
 

Tata continued to hold the top position in the best Indian 
Brands ranking. 
 

HDFC Bank joins Reliance Industries, TCS in  
$100-billion m-cap club 
Private sector lender HDFC Bank has joined the  
$100-billion market capitalisation (M-cap) club.  
 

Only Reliance Industries (M-cap $123 billion) and Tata 
Consultancy Services ($108 billion) have higher market value.  
 

SEBI contemplates reducing time to list rights issue 
shares  
Markets regulator SEBI is planning to cut down the time 
for listing of rights issue shares. In September last year, 
the SEBI decided on reducing the time to list shares on 
the bourses after IPO to three days from the present six. 
 

FPIs net buyers in March first half; pump in Rs 20,400 cr  
Overseas investors poured in more than Rs. 20,400 crore 
in the domestic capital market in the first half of March.  
 

Day ahead of deadline, RCom pays Ericsson 
Reliance Communications has paid Rs. 460 crore to 
Swedish telecom equipment maker Ericsson, a day ahead 
of the March 19 deadline set by the Supreme Court of 
India. Failure to adhere to the deadline would have invited 
a three-month jail term to Reliance Group chairman Anil 
Ambani. 
 

ArcelorMittal gets NCLAT nod to buy Essar Steel  
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
has gave a conditional go-ahead to a Rs. 42,000-crore 
offer by world’s largest steelmaker ArcelorMittal to buy 
Essar Steel. 
 

Biocon’s Shaw re-elected to Infosys board 
Shareholders of IT services company Infosys have 
approved the reappointment of Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw as 
independent director by an overwhelming majority, but the 
dissent votes accounted for almost 8%. 
 

UN patent data show Asia innovation surge 
In the latest annual breakdown of patent filings released 
by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), 
more than half of all international patent applications filed 
last year came from Asia, a further sign of innovation 
shifting from west to east. 
 

US remained the leading individual country for 
applications in 2018.  
 

GST Council approves transition plan for new GST rates 
GST council has approved a transition plan for new goods 
and services tax rates on residential properties under 
which developers of under-construction buildings may 
either opt to shift to the revised lower rates without input 
tax credit or stick to the previous rates. 
 

Sebi, IBBI sign MoU for better implementation of IBC  
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for 
effective implementation of the new bankruptcy law.  
 

Metropolitan Clearing Corporation India recognised 
as Third-Country Counterparty by Bank of England 
Metropolitan Clearing Corporation of India Ltd (MCCIL), 
an arm of Metropolitan Stock Exchange of India, has 
become the first SEBI recognised clearing corporation in 
the country to receive recognition as a Third-Country 
Central Counterparty (TC-CCP) by Bank of England. 
 

RBI says ‘no’ to IDBI Bank name change proposal  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has turned down IDBI 
Bank’s proposal to change its name following the transfer 
of a controlling 51% stake to insurance company LIC from 
the government of India. 
 

Sebi asks exchanges dealing in agri-commodity 
derivatives to create fund for farmers, FPOs  
SEBI has asked exchanges dealing with agri-commodity 
derivatives to create a fund for farmers and Farmers' 
Producer Organizations (FPOs) in which the regulatory 
fee forgone by the regulator would be deposited. 
 

Online import licence for select goods  
The Union Commerce Ministry’s foreign trade arm 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has come 
up with a new online facility for obtaining import licence for 
restricted category goods, a move aimed at promoting 
paperless work and ease of doing business. 
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SpiceJet becomes first Indian low-cost carrier to get 
IATA membership 
SpiceJet has joined global airlines' grouping IATA as a 
member, becoming the first Indian low-cost carrier to get 
the membership of IATA.   
 

SBI inks pact with Bank of China for business 
opportunities 
Country's largest lender SBI has signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) with Bank of China (BoC), to 
enhance business synergies between both the banks. 
 

Fitch cuts India GDP growth forecast for FY20 to 6.8% 
Fitch Ratings had cut India’s economic growth forecast for 
the next financial year starting April 1, to 6.8% from its 
previous estimate of 7%, on weaker than expected 
momentum in the economy. 
 

Govt exceeds disinvestment target for current fiscal 
by Rs 5,000 cr 
The Union Government has exceeded the disinvestment 
target for the current fiscal by five thousand crore rupees.  
As against a disinvestment target of 80 thousand crore 
rupees for this fiscal, the divestment receipts have 
touched 85 thousand crore rupees. 
 

Canara Bank issues bonds to raise up to $400 mn via 
London branch 
State-owned Canara Bank  had launched a bond 
issuance programme through its London branch to raise 
up to $400 million (about ₹2,750 crore).  
 

NSEIT acquires cybersecurity company Aujas 
NSEIT, the IT-services focused subsidiary of the National 
Stock Exchange has acquired Aujas Networks Ltd.,  
a company which provides information security consulting 
and IT risk management services. 
 

SBI raises ₹1,251 crore by issuing Basel III-compliant 
bonds 
State Bank of India (SBI) has raised ₹1,251.30 crore by 
issuing Basel III-compliant bonds to boost its additional 
Tier 1 capital ratio.  
 

RBI again defers Ind AS implementation by banks 
The Reserve Bank of India has again deferred the 
implementation of the Indian Accounting Standards  
(Ind AS) by banks as the requisite legislative amendments 
are still under consideration.  
 

Goyals step down from Jet Airways board 
Jet Airways Founders Naresh Goyal and wife Anita Goyal 
have stepped down from the board of the cash-strapped 
airline on March 25.  
 

RBI appoints five-member committee to deepen 
digital payments 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das 
has said that the central bank of the country has appointed 
5-member committee under the chairmanship of Nandan 
Nilekani to further deepen digital payments and enhance 
financial inclusion through Fintech.  
 

ADNOC awards onshore block to Indian consortium  
A consortium of two Indian oil companies, Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Limited and Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited have been awarded the exploration rights for Abu 
Dhabi Onshore Block 1. 
 

L&T makes an open offer to buy 31% stake in Mindtree 
for Rs. 5,030 cr.  
Engineering and construction major Larsen and Toubro 
(L&T) has made an open offer to acquire up to 5.13 crore 
equity shares of Mindtree, representing 31% of the voting 
share capital, for Rs. 980 a share or Rs. 5,030 crore. 
 

Apple Debuts Credit Card With Goldman, Mastercard 
Apple Inc. and Goldman Sachs Group Inc. are joining 
forces in the consumer credit business, launching the 
Apple Card for iPhones.  
 

India in pact to ease U.S. firms’ compliance 
India and the U.S. signed an inter-government agreement 
for the automatic exchange of country-by-country (CbC) 
reports, which will reduce the compliance burden for 
Indian subsidiary companies of U.S. parent companies.  
 

NRIs can take part in rupee rate derivatives 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed non-
resident Indians (NRIs) to participate in rupee interest rate 
derivatives segment with a view to deepen the rupee 
interest rate swap (IRS) market. 
 

Only demat share transfer from April 1  
The capital markets watchdog SEBI has said that transfer 
of shares of listed companies can be done only in 
dematerialised form from April 1, 2019 but investors are 
not barred from holding shares in the physical form.  
 

Vedanta finds oil in Krishna Godavari basin  
Anil Agarwal-led Vedanta Limited has discovered oil in the 
Krishna Godavari basin on India’s east coast.  
 

Govt decides to infuse around Rs 5000 Cr into Bank 
Of Baroda 
The Union government has decided to infuse around five 
thousand crore rupees into state-owned Bank of Baroda 
ahead of merger of two other public sector lenders Dena 
Bank and Vijaya Bank with Bank of Baroda.  
 

Adani becomes first Indian port operator to record 
200 MMT cargo movement 
Adani Ports has recorded cargo movement of more than 
200 million metric tonnes (MMT) at nine ports along the 
east and west coasts, becoming the first Indian port 
operator to achieve the milestone. 
 

In Q3, current account deficit narrows to 2.5%  
According to latest data released by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI),  India’s current account deficit (CAD) for the 
third quarter narrowed to 2.5% of the GDP compared with 
2.9% in the preceding quarter.  
 

Centre to borrow Rs. 7.1 lakh crore in FY20, says Garg 
Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg has 
announced that gross borrowings of the government 
during the first half of financial year 2019-20 will stand at 
Rs. 4.42 lakh crore, which works out to 62.3% of the total 
target for the entire year. The remaining Rs. 2.68 lakh 
crore will be the borrowing programme for the second half 
of FY20. 
 

No change in interest rate on small savings  
The Union government has left unchanged the interest 
rates on small savings schemes for the first quarter of the 
financial year 2019-20.  
 

The Public Provident Fund and the National Savings 
Certificate will continue to yield an interest rate of 8%.  
The Kisan Vikas Patra will have an interest rate of 7.7%.  
The interest rate for the five-year Senior Citizens Savings 
Scheme will remain at 8.7%, and that on on savings 
deposits will remain at 4%. 
 

The Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana accounts will continue to 
offer an 8.5% interest rate. 
 

Term deposits of 1-5 years will yield an interest rate in the 
range of 7-7.8%. 
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Now, a blockchain-enabled marketplace app for coffee  
With a view to enabling growers find better price for their 
produce, the Coffee Board has launched Coffee 
Blockchain, a marketplace app, developed in coordination 
with Eka Software Solutions.  
 

RBI sets NBFC-MFIs' average base rate at 9.21% for 
Apr-Jun 
The Reserve Bank set the average base rate to be 
charged from borrowers by non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) and micro-finance institutions (MFIs) 
at 9.21 per cent for the first quarter of the next fiscal. 
 

Cumulative spending on CSR crosses Rs. 50,000 cr.  
According to Crisil Foundation, cumulative spending on 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) has crossed the  
Rs. 50,000-crore-mark four years after the legislative 
mandate was implemented.  
 

Cheat devices: NGT tells Volkswagen India to deposit 
Rs. 500 crore 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed 
Volkswagen India to deposit a sum of Rs. 500 crore with 
the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) within two 
months for using cheat devices in its diesel vehicles. 
 

Korea Exim Bank Extends Rs 4,100 crore Loan for 
Vizag Metro 
Korea Exim Bank has come forward to extend a Rs 4,100 
crore loan for Visakhapatnam (VIZAG) Metro Rail project. 
 

PFC is now the second largest govt-owned financial 
firm after SBI  
After acquiring a majority stake in REC Ltd (formerly Rural 
Electrification Corporation Limited), government owned 
Power Finance Corporation (PFC) has become India’s 
second largest Govt-owned Financial Firm after State 
Bank of India (SBI), based on market capitalization. 
 

CEO of cyber security PLC Avast to retire 
The CEO of European cyber security giant Avast Vince 
Steckler has announced his intention to retire. Steckler 
will step down from the board and as CEO on 30th June 
2019. He will be succeeded as CEO by Ondrej Vlcek. 
 

Mukesh Ambani is 13th richest in world: Forbes 
Richest Indian Mukesh Ambani jumped six positions to 
rank 13th on Forbes World's Billionaire list released which 
was again topped by Jeff Bezos.  
 

US plans to end India’s preferential trade status 
President Donald Trump has announced plans to scrap 
the preferential trade treatment for India, claiming that 
India has failed to assure the US of equitable and 
reasonable access to its markets, a move India said would 
not have a significant impact on its exports to America. 
 

 
 
 

DRDO chief Satheesh Reddy conferred Missile 
Systems Award by AIAA 
Satheesh Reddy, the Secretary of India’s Department of 
Defence R&D and Chairman of the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO) has been chosen 
by the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
(AIAA) as the co-winner of the 2019 Missile Systems 
Award. 
 

Japan's Arata Isozaki wins Pritzker Architecture Prize 
Arata Isozaki, a prominent Japanese architect renowned 
for his versatility and transnational approach to design, 
has won his field's highest accolade, the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize.  
 

Prajapati Trivedi awarded performance management 
practice award in US 
Professor Prajapati Trivedi, a senior director in the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in London, has been awarded 
the prestigious Harry Hatry Distinguished Performance 
Management Practice Award for 2019 for his contribution 
in public administration. Trivedi is the first Indian to win 
this coveted award. 
 

Indian social entrepreneur wins Commonwealth 
award  
A social entrepreneur by the name Padmanaban 
Gopalan, founder of No Food Waste, from Tamil Nadu has 
bagged the Commonwealth Youth Award for the Asian 
region from among hundreds of nominations for his 
technology-based food rescue organisation.   
 

Raghu Karnad’s book on war gets Campbell prize 
Writer Raghu Karnad has won the Windham-Campbell 
prize under non-fiction category for his work Farthest 
Field: An Indian Story of the Second World War (2015).  
 

Kent RO receives the Best Domestic Water Purifier 
Award 2019 
Kent RO Systems Pvt. Ltd, one of the leading brands in 
the water purifier industry,  has been bestowed with the 
Best Domestic Water Purifier Award 2018-19 for its 
RO+UV+UF technology at the Water Digest Water Awards 
organized in New Delhi. 
 

Swati Shingade bags first prize of DD Mahila Kisan 
Award 
Swati Shingade of Pune, Maharashtra has bagged the 
first prize of DD Mahila Kisan Award for 2018-19.  
 

Karen Uhlenbeck Is First Woman to Win Abel Prize for 
Mathematics 
Karen Uhlenbeck, a mathematician and professor at the 
University of Texas, has been awarded this year's Abel 
Prize, a mathematics prize modeled after the Nobels.  
 

Marcelo Gleiser Wins Templeton Prize  
The John Templeton Foundation has announced that 
Gleiser has won its prestigious award, given out annually 
to an individual who has made an exceptional contribution 
to affirming life's spiritual dimension.  
 

Kenyan Teacher Who Aids Poor Wins $1 Million 
Global Prize 
Peter Tabichi, a science teacher from Kenya, has just 
been awarded  The Global Teacher Prize of worth  
$1 million. The teacher named Peter Tabichi, was selected 
from 10,000 applicants for the Global Teacher Prize.  
 

Filmfare Awards 2019: Alia Bhatt, Ranbir Kapoor 
emerge top winners 
Actors Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor came out as top 
winners at the 64th Filmfare Awards for their roles in 
‘Raazi’ and ‘Sanju’, respectively.  
 

Meghna Gulzar won the Best Director award for ‘Raazi’ 
which also took home the Best Film award. 
 

Turing Award Won by 3 Pioneers in Artificial 
Intelligence 
The 2018 Turing Award, known as the “Nobel Prize of 
computing,” has been given to a trio of researchers who 
laid the foundations for the current boom in artificial 
intelligence. 
 

Yoshua Bengio, Geoffrey Hinton, and Yann LeCun 
(sometimes called the ‘godfathers of AI’)have been 
recognized with the $1 million annual prize for their work 
developing the AI subfield of deep learning. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

Amartya Sen awarded with Oxford University's 
Bodley award 
Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen was 
awarded with the prestigious Bodley Medal, the highest 
honour granted by the University of Oxford's world-
famous Bodleian Libraries. The other winner of the Bodley 
Medal this year is Nobel Prize-winning novelist Kazuo 
Ishiguro. 
 

Delhi Government School Teacher Manu Gulati 
Conferred With Martha Farrell Award 2019 
Mann Gulati, a Delhi government school teacher, has 
been conferred the Martha Farrell award 2019 for 
promoting gender quality and women’s empowerment.  
 

 
 
 
 

Russian Nobel physics prize winner Zhores Alferov 
passes away  
Zhores Alferov, a Russian physicist and Nobel Prize 
laureate, has passed away. 
 In 2000, 
 

Medha Narvekar appointed as Vice President and 
Secretary of University of Pennsylvania 
Indian American Medha Narvekar has been appointed as 
the Vice President and Secretary of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 

Pranay Kumar Verma appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam 
Ministry of External Affairs has appointed Pranay Kumar 
Verma as India’s Ambassador to the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam.  
 

American actor Luke Perry died in California 
American actor Luke Perry has died in California at the 
age of 52, less than a week after suffering a massive 
stroke. The actor rose to fame for his roles in "Beverly Hills 
90210" and "Riverdale".  
 

Vedanta appoints Ajay Kapur as CEO of aluminium, 
power business  
Vedanta said it has appointed Ajay Kapur as the CEO of 
its aluminium and power business.  
 

Soumya Swaminathan is WHO chief scientist  
In a major revamp of its senior management structure, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) has moved Soumya 
Swaminathan from the position of deputy director-general 
to chief scientist. 
 

UNDP appoints Padma Lakshmi as Goodwill 
Ambassador 
Indian-American television personality and food expert 
Padma Lakshmi has been appointed by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) as its newest 
Goodwill Ambassador, supporting the agency’s fight 
against inequality and discrimination around the world. 
 

Kummanam Rajasekharan resigns as Mizoram 
Governor 
President Ram Nath Kovind has accepted the resignation 
of Mizoram Governor Kummanam Rajasekharan.   
 

Ausaf Sayeed appointed new Ambassador of India to 
Saudi Arabia 
Dr. Ausaf Sayeed, presently High Commissioner of India 
to the Republic of Seychelles, has been appointed as the 
next ambassador of India to Saudi Arabia.  
 

Subhash Chandra Garg designated as Finance 
Secretary 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved designating Shri Subhash Chandra Garg, lAS, 
Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance as Finance Secretary. 
 

Premji earmarks 34% more Wipro stock for charity 
In a significant gesture, Azim Premji, chairman of Wipro 
Ltd., has decided to earmark the economic benefits of an 
additional 34% of shares in Wipro, held by entities 
controlled by him, for charity.  
 

SC appoints P.S Narasimha as mediator to resolve 
disputes of admin in BCCI 
The Supreme Court of India has appointed senior 
advocate P.S Narasimha, who is assisting the apex court 
as an amicus curiae in the BCCI matter, as mediator for 
resolving various disputes related to cricket administration 
in the country. 
 

Goa CM Parrikar dies  
Goa chief minister Manohar Parrikar passed away after  
a long battle with cancer.  
 

Kazakhstan President resigns after nearly 30 years in 
power 
Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev has 
announced his resignation after nearly 30 years in power.  
 

Indian-origin Jagmeet creates history, enters Canada 
parliament 
Indian-origin Jagmeet Singh has created history in 
Canada when he made his debut in the House of 
Commons as the first non-white leader of a major 
opposition party in the country.  
 

Nirav Modi arrested by London Police; remanded in 
custody till Mar 29 
A UK court has remanded the fugitive jeweller Nirav Modi, 
in custody till March 29. He is the main accused in the 
13,500 crore rupees Punjab National Bank scam case.  
 

EC appoints Shailendra Handa & Madhu Mahajan as 
Special Expenditure Observers  
The Election Commission has appointed two eminent 
former Civil Servants Shailendra Handa and Ms. Madhu 
Mahajan as Special Expenditure Observers for the 
upcoming Lok Sabha Elections.  
 

Vice Admiral Karambir Singh appointed as next Navy 
Chief 
Vice Admiral Karambir Singh has been appointed as the 
next Navy Chief. He will succeed Admiral Sunil Lanba who 
retires on 31st of May this year. 
 

7 Indians Marked In “World’s 100 Most Influential 
People in Climate Policy for 2019” 
The “100 Most Influential People in Climate Policy” list is 
comprised of seven Indian names including Union 
Ministers Piyush Goyal and Dr Harsh Vardhan, who took 
important measures to combat climate change.  
 

Comoros President Azali Assoumani re-elected with 
over 60% of votes 
Comoros President Azali Assoumani was re-elected by  
a landslide, according to results published by the electoral 
commission. Azali. 
 

China expels ex-Interpol chief from Communist Party 
China has expelled former Interpol chief Meng Hongwei 
from the Communist Party and dismissed him from his 
official positions. Hongwei resigned as Interpol president 
after being detained by the Chinese authorities. 
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Venezuela′s Juan Guaido barred from public office for 
15 years 
Venezuela has barred opposition leader Juan Guaido 
from holding public office for 15 years. 
 

Maldives court orders release of former president 
Yameen  
Maldives high court ordered the release of former 
President Abdulla Yameen from detention, days before 
parliamentary elections scheduled for 6th of next month.  
 

Pioneering Russian cosmonaut Valery Bykovsky dies 
at age 84  
Soviet-era Pioneering cosmonaut Valery Bykovsky, who 
made the first of his three flights to space in 1963, has 
died at age 84. 
 

Zuzana Caputova set to become 1st female President 
of Slovakia 
In Slovakia, the government critic and anti-corruption 
activist Zuzana Caputova is set to become the first female 
President. 
 

SC sets aside life ban imposed on Sreesanth 
The Supreme Court has set aside the life ban imposed on 
cricketer Sreesanth by the Board of Control of Cricket in 
India (BCCI) for indulging in spot-fixing during 2013 Indian 
Premier League.  
 

 
 
 
 

Boxing: One gold, five silver medals for India at 
Makran Cup 
Deepak Singh was the lone Indian boxer to claim gold 
while five others claimed silver medals in the Makran Cup 
in Chabahar, Iran. Deepak (49-kilogram) defeated Jaafar 
Naseri in the finals. 
 

Roger Federer claims 100th ATP title of his career 
Roger Federer has claimed the 100th ATP title of his 
career after beating Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-4 in 
the final of the Dubai Tennis Championships.  
 

Iniyan is India’s 61st Grand Master 
Sixteen-year-old P. Iniyan, hailing from Erode, has 
become India’s 61st Grandmaster in the Noisiel Open 
chess tournament in France.  
 

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup: Manpreet Singh named 
captain of Indian hockey team 
Manpreet Singh was named captain of the 18-member 
Indian hockey team to play in the upcoming 28th Sultan 
Azlan Shah Cup 
 

One gold, four silver medals for India at Finland 
boxing tourney 
Kavinder Singh Bisht in the 56kg-category struck gold, 
while Shiva Thapa in the 60kg category and three others 
claimed silver medals to end a fine Indian campaign at the 
38th GeeBee Boxing Tournament in Helsinki, Finland. 
 

All England badminton championship: Yufei, Momota 
clinch titles  
Chen Yufei defeated two-time defending champion Tai 
Tzu Ying 21-17, 21-17 in the final to win the women’s title 
at the All England badminton championships.  
 

Mean while world no. 1 Kento Momota defeated Viktor 
Axelsen 21-11, 15-21, 21-15 in a keenly contested men’s 
final. 
 

Prajnesh Gunneswaran stuns Nikoloz Basilashvili at 
Indian Wells 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran achieved the biggest win of his 

career when he stunningly knocked world number  
18 Nikoloz Basilashvili out of the Indian Wells  
ATP Masters event in the USA. 
 

Zinedine Zidane re-appointed as coach of Spanish 
football club Real Madrid till 2022 
Zinedine Zidane has been re-appointed as the coach of 
Spanish football club Real Madrid till 2022. 
 

O’Sullivan first to 1,000 century breaks 
Snooker great Ronnie O’Sullivan became the first player 
to make 1,000 career century breaks after defending his 
Players Championship title with a 10-4 victory over 
Australia’s Neil Robertson in final in Preston. 
 

Cycling: U.S. Olympic medalist Kelly Catlin dies at 
age 23 
Olympian Kelly Catlin, who helped the United States win 
the women’s pursuit team silver medal at the 2016 Rio 
Games, has died. 
 

Dipa Karmakar gets Barbie modelled after her 
Indian female gymnast Dipa Karmakar has been chosen 
along with 19 other successful women from 17 countries 
to be included in the collection of Barbie dolls inspired by 
real-life heroes.   
 

Australia beat India by 35 runs, clinch series 3-2 
Australia defeated India by 35 runs in the final ODI at the 
Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in Delhi to clinch the five-match 
series 3-2.  
 

Dipa Karmakar qualifies for vault finals in Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup 
India's Dipa Karmakar has made it to the Vault Finals after 
finishing third in the qualifying round of the Artistic 
Gymnastics World Cup at Baku in Azerbaijan.  
 

Argentina, Colombia set to be co-hosts of 2020 Copa 
America  
Argentina and Colombia are poised to co-host the  
2020 Copa America after South America's ruling body 
CONMEBOL once again ruled out a US proposal to host 
the tournament.  
 

India to host U-17 Women's Football World Cup in 2020 
India will host the Under-17 Women's Football World Cup 
in 2020. This was announced by the President of 
International Football Federation (FIFA) Gianni Infantino  
 

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2019: Karnataka lift maiden 
T20 title after defeating Maharashtra by 8 wickets 
Karnataka lifted the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy following 
their thumping eight-wicket win over Maharashtra at the 
Holkar Cricket Stadium in Indore.  
 

World Fame 100: Virat Kohli only Indian in top 10 
Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo has topped the 
ESPN World Fame 100 list, an annual list of the most 
famous athletes on the planet.  Ronaldo is followed by 
former Basketball player Lebron James and FC Barcelona 
captain Lionel Messi. 
Virat Kohili stands at the 7th position. 
 

18-yr-old Diksha 2nd Indian Golfer to Win Ladies 
European Tour 
18-year-old Diksha Dagar has become the second Indian 
to win an event on Ladies European Tour after clinching 
South African Women’s Open in Cape Town. 
 

Shi Yuqi defeats Praneeth in summit clash of Swiss 
Open  
India's B Sai Praneeth lost to Shi Yuqi of China in the 
men's single final clash of Swiss Open Badminton 
tournament in Basel.  
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India's Irfan KT qualifies for 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
India's Irfan KT has qualified for next year's Tokyo 
Olympics 2020. He made the cut after finishing fourth at 
the Asian Race Walking Championship at Nomi in Japan.  
 

Bengaluru FC lifts ISL title  
Rahul Bheke scored in second half of extra time as 
Bengaluru FC edged past FC Goa 1-0 to lift their first 
Indian Super League (ISL) title, in Mumbai.  
 

Gopi Thonakal qualifies for World Athletics 
Championships 
India's Asian champion Gopi Thonakal has qualified for 
the World Athletics Championships to be held in the Qatari 
capital Doha in September-October this year.  
 

Thiem stuns Federer in final  
Dominic Thiem claimed the biggest title of his career when 
he defeated Roger Federer in the final of the Indian Wells 
Masters 1000 event.  
 

Afghanistan claimed its first ever victory in Test 
cricket 
Afghanistan claimed its first ever victory in Test cricket 
after beating fellow newcomer Ireland.  
 

Steeplechaser Avinash Sable breaks national record, 
books World Championships berth 
Avinash Sable dominated the men’s 3000m steeplechase 
race at the Federation Cup in Patiala. He won the gold 
medal with new national record of 8:28.94 and qualified 
for the Asian and World Championships for India. 
 

ATP Rankings: Prajnesh Gunneswaran rises to 
career-best 84th position 
The breakthrough run at the Indian Wells has propelled 
India's Prajnesh Gunneswaran to career-high rank of  
84 in the latest men's rankings of the Association of Tennis 
Professionals(ATP).  
 

PCB pays over Rs 11 cr as compensation to BCCI 
after losing case in ICC 
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has paid 1.6 million US 
dollars, equivalent to over eleven crores in Indian 
currency, to the Board of Control for Cricket (BCCI) as 
compensation after losing a case in the ICC's Dispute 
Resolution Committee. 
 

BWF badminton rankings: Lakshya, Riya break into 
top 100 
Young Indian shuttlers Lakshya Sen and Riya Mookerjee 
have broke into the top-100 among Men’s and Women’s 
singles players in the latest World Badminton Rankings.  
 

India bags over 350 medals at Special Olympics World 
Games 
India has garnered more than 350 medals at the Special 
Olympics World Games 2019 at Abu Dhabi in UAE, 
making the history for the country. The current medal tally 
stands at 85 Gold, 153 Silver and 124 Bronze totalling  
362 medals. 
 

Tokyo 2020 Olympics torch unveiled  
Organisers of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics has unveiled  
a cherry-blossom shaped torch for the Games as the city 
prepares for the famed flower season to begin in coming 
days.  
 

Deal signed to host T10 league for five years in Abu 
Dhabi 
The Zayed Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi will be the new 
home of T10 cricket for the next five years, starting with 
the 2019 season.  
 

Former hockey captain Sardar Singh among 13 IOA 
members in Olympic Council of Asia committees 
A total of 13 Indian Olympic Association members, 
including former India hockey captain Sardar Singh, have 
been named in various Standing Committees of the 
Olympic Council of Asia. 
 

Williamson gets Hadlee Medal  
New Zealand captain Kane Williamson has claimed the 
coveted Sir Richard Hadlee Medal for Men’s Player of the 
Year at the New Zealand Cricket (NZC) awards. 
 

India clinch SAFF Women's C'ship for fifth time 
India has clinched the SAFF Women's Championship for 
the fifth time in a row, defeating hosts Nepal 3-1 in the 
final.  
 

2019 Badminton Asia mixed team trophy clinched by 
China 
China won the 2019 badminton Asia mixed team 
championships by defeating Japan 3-2 in the final. 
 

Manu Bhaker-Saurabh Chaudhary bag Gold medal in 
10m Air Pistol Mixed event at Asian Airgun C’ship 
Manu Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary have bagged a 
Gold medal in the 10-metre Air Pistol Mixed team event at 
the 12th Asian Airgun Championship at Taoyuan in Taipei.  
 

Breakdancing makes next move to Olympic status at 
Paris 2024 
The Executive Board of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has recommended adding 
breakdancing, skateboarding, sport climbing and surfing 
to the 2024 Paris Olympic Games when the full 
membership meets in June. 
 

Justice (Retd.) DK Jain will be BCCI's ad-hoc Ethics 
Officer: COA 
The Committee of Administrators, COA running Indian 
cricket has said that the newly appointed ombudsman by 
the BCCI, Justice (Retd.) DK Jain will also be its ad-hoc 
Ethics Officer.  
 

Qatar and France sign World Cup 2022 security deal 
Qatar and France have signed a World Cup security 
agreement signed in Doha following a meeting between 
the country’s respective prime ministers. 
 

South Korea defeat India in Azlan Shah Cup final 
India has lost to South Korea in the final of Sultan Azlan 
Shah Hockey tournament at Ipoh in Malaysia. South 
Korea lifted the title, defeating India in a shoot out 4-2. 
 

Bruce Yardley passes away 
Former Australian Test cricketer, coach and commentator 
Bruce Yardley lost his battle to cancer and passed away 
at the age of 71.  
 

In 33 Tests for the national team, Yardley took 126 wickets 
at 31.63. 
 

Former shuttler Nabar passes away 
Former Maharashtra badminton player Ramesh Nabar 
passed away following a prolonged illness in Pune. 
 

Chelsea and Argentina striker Gonzalo Higuain retires 
from international 
Argentina and Chelsea striker Gonzalo Higuaín has 
announced his retirement from international football.  
 

Former Australia Captain Tim Cahill Ends Playing 
Career 
Former Australia captain Tim Cahill has announced his 
retirement from football at the age of 39.  
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 

Commemorative notes to be released to mark 
Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary  
To mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
a UAE-based company will globally release 12 bank notes 
of zero value, the first-ever limited edition commemorative 
series.  
 

Zero Discrimination day observed on 1st March 
Zero Discrimination Day is an annual day celebrated on 
1st March by the UN and other international organisations.  
 

The 7th Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) Intersessional Ministerial 
Meeting Concludes in Cambodia  
The Ministers from the 16 RCEP Participating Countries 
(RPCs) attended the 7th RCEP Intersessional Ministerial 
Meeting held in Siem Reap, Cambodia. 
 

Malaysia open to proposals to resume MH370 hunt 
Malaysia says it is open to proposals to resume the search 
for MH370, the flight that vanished in March 2014 with  
239 people aboard.  
 

Two Nobel Prizes for literature will be awarded this 
year: Swedish Academy 
The Swedish Academy has said that two Nobel Prizes for 
literature will be awarded this year. This decision comes 
after a sex scandal causing the suspension of the award 
last year.  
 

Over six billion people regularly inhaling air so 
polluted that it puts their life at risk: UN expert  
UN expert on environment and human rights David Boyd 
has said that over six billion people, one-third of them 
being children, are regularly inhaling polluted air which 
puts their life, health and well-being at risk. 
 

China Hikes Defence Budget by 7.5% to USD  
117.6 Billion 
China, the world's second largest military spender after 
the US has announced a 7.5 per cent increase in its 
defence budget for this year, hiking it to a whopping USD 
177.61 billion, over three times that of India.  
 

March 7 to be celebrated as ‘Janaushadhi Diwas’ 
across India 
Janaushadhi Diwas will be celebrated across the country 
on March 7. 
 

International Women’s Day: 08th March 
International Women’s Day is celebrated on  
March 8 every year.  
 

The theme for this year's women's day is 'Think Equal, 
Build Smart, Innovate for Change'.  
 

116-year-old Japanese woman officially named oldest 
person 
A 116-year-old Japanese woman by the name Kane 
Tanaka has been honoured as the world's oldest living 
person by Guinness World Records.  
 

China launches new communication satellite, 
completes 300 launches of Long March rocket series 
In a bid to strengthen its broadband communication 
system, China has launched Long March-3B carrier 
rocket into a geostationary orbit from Sichuan province. 
 

It also marked the 300th launch of the Long March carrier 
rocket series.  
 

India is world’s 2nd largest arms importer 
According to the latest report published by the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), India was 
the world’s second largest importer of major arms in 
2014–18 and accounted for 9.5% of the global total. Saudi 
Arabia leads the charts with 12% of the total imports 
during the period. 
 

WHO launches new global influenza strategy 
WHO has released a Global Influenza Strategy for  
2019-2030 aimed at protecting people in all countries from 
the threat of influenza. The goal of the strategy is to 
prevent seasonal influenza, control the spread of 
influenza from animals to humans, and prepare for the 
next influenza pandemic. 
 

Pak elected OIC body's deputy chairman  
Pakistan has been elected as the deputy chairman of the 
general body of the Parliamentary Union of Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), an influential grouping of  
57 countries, majority of which are Muslim-dominated. 
 

Indian scientists discover new way of powering radio 
sources in universe  
In a first, a team of Indian astronomers has discovered 
some sources in the universe capable of emitting radio 
waves in a never-before-known mechanism, using the 
Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) located at 
Khodad in Junnar, about 80 km from Pune. 
 

Vienna ranked best city in the world to live in for 10th 
year running 
Vienna, capital of Austria has been ranked the most 
liveable city in the world for the 10th year in a row. Vienna 
topped the new Mercer Quality of Living Survey. Thirteen 
out of the world’s 20 best places to live are in Europe. 
 

Boeing recommends temporary suspension of its 
entire world fleet of 737 MAX aircraft 
Boeing, one of the largest global aircraft manufacturer has 
recommended a temporary suspension of its entire world 
fleet of the 737 MAX aircraft. The move comes after 
several countries, including India, China, European Union 
and the United States banned the use of the aircraft in 
wake of the Ethiopian Airlines crash that killed all  
157 people on board. 
 

World Kidney Day being observed annually on the 
second Thursday in March 
World Kidney Day is observed annually on the second 
Thursday in March to create awareness on the 
importance of the kidneys and reducing the frequency and 
impact of kidney disease.  The theme for this year is, 
'Kidney Health for Everyone Everywhere'. 
 

Royal Mint unveils new 50p 'black hole' coin in honour 
of Stephen Hawking's work 
The British Royal Mint has commemorated professor 
Stephen Hawking in a new 50p coin, which references the 
late physicist's pioneering work on black holes.  
 

Australia to embark on its largest ever defence 
engagement with Sri Lanka 
Australia will embark on its largest ever defence 
engagement with Sri Lanka next week as part of the  
Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019. 
 

World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated every year 
on March 15 
World Consumer Rights Day is celebrated every year on 
March 15. This year, the theme of promoted World 
Consumer Rights Day is "Trusted Smart Products". 
 

World Sleep Day is observed annually on March 15  
World Sleep Day is observed annually on March 15 to 
celebrate the benefits of good and healthy sleep. 
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The theme of this year's World Sleep Day is 'Healthy 
Sleep, Healthy Aging'. 
 

Cyclone Idai affects over 1.5 million people in three 
southern African countries  
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi have been hit by  
a vicious cyclone named ''Idai'' that has killed nearly  
150 people, left hundreds more missing and stranded tens 
of thousands.  
 

Global Recycling Day 2019 observed on 18th March 
The second annual Global Recycling Day is observed on 
18th  March across the world, aiming to promote the 
importance of recycled material.  
 

Singapore, Hong Kong, and Paris Tied as the World's 
Most Expensive Cities 
According to the annual Worldwide Cost of Living survey 
by the Economist Intelligence Unit, the title of most 
expensive city is shared by Paris, Hong Kong, and 
Singapore—the first time in the survey’s 30-year history 
that three cities are in the top spot. 
 

Finland is the happiest nation, India slips 7 spots, 
ranks 140th 
According to the UN’s seventh annual World Happiness 
Report, Finland has been ranked as the happiest country 
in the world for the second year in succession. The Nordic 
nation is followed by Denmark, Norway, Iceland and The 
Netherlands India is at 140th place.  
 

Hong Kong to build one of world’s largest artificial 
island projects 
Hong Kong plans to spend HK$624bn (£60bn) on one of 
the world’s largest artificial island projects, which the 
government promises will ease the territory’s housing 
crisis.  
 

World Sparrow day observed on 20th March 
The World Sparrow Day is observed annually on  
20th March to spread awareness about the house sparrow 
as well as to educated people about the threat to their 
population. The theme for this year is “I love sparrows”. 
 

International Day of Forests is observed on 21 March 
International Day of Forests is observed annually on  
21 March. 
 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination observed on 21 March 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March. 
 
 

The theme for this year is : Mitigating and countering rising 
nationalist populism and extreme supremacist ideologies. 
 

World Water Day observed on 22 March 
World Water Day is celebrated every year on March 22nd. 
The theme for World Water Day 2019 is ‘Leaving no one 
behind’ . 
 

World Tuberculosis Day: 24th March 
World Tuberculosis Day is observed on 24th March every 
year to raise public awareness about the devastating 
health, social and economic consequences of TB, and to 
step up efforts to end the global epidemic.  
The theme this year is, 'It's time'.  
 

Martyr’s Day: 23rd March 
The nation is observing Shaheed Diwas or Martyr’s Day 
on 23rd March. Each year, March 23, homage is paid to 
the great revolutionary fighters Bhagat Singh, Rajguru 
and Sukhdev who sacrificed their lives for the country. 
 

World Meteorological Day: March 23rd   
World Meteorological Day 2019 was observed on March 
23 with the theme “The Sun, the Earth and the weather”. 
 

500 cyclone-hit Mozambique nationals treated at 
Indian Navy medical camp 
Indian Navy's 'Operation Sahayta' to provide relief to the 
cyclone-hit African nation Mozambique, treated nearly 
500 people at a medical camp.   
 

India ranks 76th on WEF global Energy Transition 
index 
India has moved up two places to rank 76th on a global 
energy transition index.  
 

Norway Introduced the World’s First Wireless Electric 
Car Charging Stations 
Norway's Oslo will be the world’s first city to install 
wireless charging stations for electric taxis, in a bid to 
make a zero-emission cab system by as early as 2023.  
 

World Theatre Day, observed on March 27 
World Theatre Day is observed annually on March 27, 
which was started in 1962 by the International Theatre 
Institute (ITI).  
 

Germany adds six months to Saudi arms export ban 
Germany has extended by six months an embargo on 
weapons exports to Saudi Arabia, instituted last October. 
Now the ban has been extended from March 31 to 
September 30, 2019. 
 

Israel unveils world’s longest salt cave 
Cave explorers in Israel have unveiled the world's longest 
salt cave. Stretching for nearly 10 kilometers under Mount 
Sodom, the salt cave eclipses the previous world record 
holder in Iran. 
 

Shanghai world's first district with 5G coverage, 
broadband gigabit network 
Shanghai claimed that it has become the world's first 
district using both 5G coverage and broadband gigabit 
network as China seeks to establish lead over the US and 
other countries in the race to develop next generation 
cellular mobile communications. 
 

 


