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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (MAY 2019) 
 
 
 
 
UK Parliament First in World to Declare Climate 
Emergency 
The UK parliament became the first national legislative 
body in the world to declare a climate change 
"emergency".  
 

Venezuela Crisis: Maduro calls on armed forces to 
fight any coup plotter 
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has called on the 
armed forces to oppose any coup plotter after a failed 
military uprising by forces supporting opposition leader 
Juan Guaido.  
 

Pakistan issues order to freeze assets, impose travel 
ban on Masood Azhar 
Pakistani government has issued an official order to 
freeze the assets and impose a travel ban on Jaish- 
e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar after the UN declared 
him a global terrorist.  
 

North Macedonia votes in presidential runoff 
The runoff election for a new president was held in the 
newly-named North Macedonia amid deep divisions over 
the change in country's name to mollify Greece and pave 
the way for NATO and European Union (EU) 
memberships. 
 

Mali President names new government 
In Mali, president Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta has named a 
new government after its predecessor resigned last 
month. President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita announced the 
new executive of 37 members under Prime Minister 
Boubou Cisse.  
 

Iran prepares to withdraw from parts of nuclear deal 
Iran has announced that it is partially withdrawing from the 
nuclear deal it struck with world powers, a year to the day 
that President Donald Trump pulled America from the 
accord.  
 

India re-elected as observer to inter-governmental 
forum Arctic Council 
India has been re-elected as an observer to inter-
governmental forum Arctic Council.  
 

Madhesi Party, Naya Shakti Party merged to form new 
political outfit named Samajwadi Party-Nepal 
In Nepal, Madhesi Party and Naya Shakti Party has 
merged to form a new political outfit named Samajwadi 
Party-Nepal.  
 

Thai election results announced, with no clear 
majority 
Thailand's election commission has announced the final 
results of the March 24 general election — the first since 
a military coup in 2014 that gave no party an absolute 
majority and probably will prompt legal challenges.  
 

Trump Warns China, strike trade deal now or it will be 
far worse after 2020 
US President Donald Trump has warned China to strike  
a trade deal with the United States now, otherwise, an 
agreement would far worse for them if it has to be 
negotiated in his second term. 
 

Political will to fight climate change is fading, warns 
UN chief 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has said the 
political will to fight climate change has faded at the same 

time as it is getting worse for those feeling its effects.  
 

Thailand: 11 Political parties announce support to 
Palang Pracharath for PM 
Eleven small political parties in Thailand have announced 
support to the military-backed candidate to form the next 
government.  
 

Trump declares national emergency over IT threats 
US President Donald Trump has declared a national 
emergency to protect American computer networks from 
foreign adversaries.  
 

This executive order which effectively bars US companies 
from using foreign telecoms believed to pose a security 
risk to the country.  
 

May-Corbyn Brexit talks end without deal 
Britain’s opposition Labour Party ended the crucial cross-
party Brexit talks with embattled Prime Minister Theresa 
May without a deal, saying negotiations have gone as far 
as they can.  
 

EU extends sanctions against Assads Syria regime 
for a year 
The European Union has extended the sanctions against 
Syrian regime of President Bashar Assad for a year due 
to its continuous crackdown against civilians in the war-
ravaged country. 
 

Over two lakh Rohingya refugees receive identity 
cards for first time 
The UN has said that it has registered over two lakh 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, providing many with 
their first ever identification cards and proof of their right 
to return to Myanmar in the future. 
 

Russia to pay 2.7 million euros in Greenpeace ship 
settlement 
The Netherlands and Russia have settled a long-running 
dispute over the seizure of Greenpeace's Arctic Sunrise 
ship during an oil drilling protest in 2013, with Moscow 
expected to pay 2.7 million euros in compensation. 
 

Australian conservative PM Scott Morrison hails 
'miracle' poll victory 
Australia’s ruling conservative coalition led by Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison made a “miraculous” comeback 
and is set to form the next government after winning most 
number of seats in the elections. 
 

Austria chancellor calls for snap election after 
corruption scandal 
Austria's Chancellor Sebastian Kurz has called for fresh 
elections after his ruling coalition collapsed following an 
apparent video sting that forced his deputy to step down.  
 

India, Pakistan attend SCO meet  
For the first time, since the Pulwama terror attack and the 
Balakot airstrikes, Indian and Pakistani Foreign Ministers 
together attended a ministerial meeting under the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyz Republic, on May 21-22. 
 

Sri Lanka extends emergency by a month  
Sri Lanka has extended by another month the emergency 
regulations, which were enforced after the Easter Sunday 
terror attacks that killed 258 people. 
 

Theresa May to resign as prime minister 
British Prime Minister has announced that she would 
resign as the UK's Conservative leader on June 7 in the 
best interests of the country, after she failed to win over 
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her ministers with a revised strategy to withdraw Britain 
from the European Union. 
 

N.Korea says talks won't resume unless US changes 
position 
North Korea said that nuclear negotiations with the U.S. 
will never resume unless President Trump’s 
administration moves away from what it described as 
unilateral demands by U.S. for disarmament. 
 

Thousands march in cities across Brazil to support 
President Jair Bolsonaro  
Supporters of Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro marched 
in support of his agenda and against lawmakers whom 
they see standing in his way, adding to tensions between 
the far-right leader and Congress.  
 

Eight candidates in fray to replace Theresa May as 
British PM 
In Britain, at least eight candidates have joined the fray to 
battle it out to take over the reins from Prime Minister 
Theresa May. May had announced her resignation earlier 
this week and is set to formally step down as PM on June 7.  
 

Israel to hold fresh polls as Netanyahu fails to form 
coalition govt 
Israeli lawmakers voted to dissolve Parliament and hold 
fresh elections after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
failed to form a coalition before a midnight deadline. 
 

UN extends sanctions against South Sudan 
The UN Security Council has extended an arms embargo 
and sanctions on South Sudan for a year, despite 
resistance from African countries, Russia and China. 
 

India criticises slow pace of UNSC reform process 
India has criticised the slow pace of UN Security Council 
reform process.  
 

India's Permanent Representative Syed Akbaruddin said 
that the document co-chairs produced on the meetings of 
the Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) for reforms 
during the current General Assembly session had serious 
gaps and did not properly reflect the proceedings. 
 

Brazil flirts with double-dip recession as economy 
shrinks 
Brazil's economy shrank in the first quarter of the year 
taking Latin America's biggest country to the brink of 
recession for the first time in two years.  
 
 
 
 

Fani is country’s strongest April cyclone in 43 years: 
IMD data  
According to records from the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), cyclonic storm Fani, which is lying 
about 600 km east of Vishakapatnam and 800 km south 
of Puri, is the first severe, cyclonic storm to have formed 
in April in India’s oceanic neighbourhood since 1976. 
 

Jairam Ramesh to pen biography of diplomat-
politician V K Krishna Menon   
Former union minister and writer Jairam Ramesh is 
penning the biography of celebrated Indian nationalist, 
diplomat, and politician V K Krishna Menon. The book 
titled "Chequered Brilliance: The Many Lives of  
V K Krishna Menon". 
 

Indo-French naval exercise begins  
The first part of the Indo-French joint naval 
exercise,Varuna 19.1, began off the Goa coast on  and will 
continue till May 10.  
 

India's rare life-size figurine unearthed in Phanigiri of 
Telangana 
Archaeologists in Telangana have unearthed a rare 
treasure in the form of a life-size stucco sculpture from a 
Buddhist site in Phanigiri in Suryapet. So far, it is the 
largest stucco sculpture found in the country.  
 

ISRO planning to send a probe to study sun early next 
year 
Indian Space Research Organization is planning to send 
a probe to study the sun early next year. The probe named 
Aditya-L1 will be sent to observe the solar corona, the 
outer layers of the Sun. 
 

Not keeping record of pre-natal tests is criminal: SC  
In a significant judgment, the Supreme Court of India has 
upheld provisions in the anti-pre-natal sex determination 
law which ‘criminalises’ non-maintenance of medical 
records by obstetricians and gynaecologists and suspend 
their medical licence indefinitely. 
 

e-Governance Services India Ties up With IIT-Kanpur 
To Upscale Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 
Common Service Centre’s (CSC) e-Governance Services 
India Limited, a special purpose vehicle under the Ministry 
of Electronics & IT, has tied up with Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT)-Kanpur to upscale ‘Unnat Bharat 
Abhiyan’. ‘Unnat Bharat Abhiyan’ is an initiative of the 
Ministry of HRD. 
 

India To Purchase 10 Kamov-31 Choppers From 
Russia For INR 3,600 cr 
Defence ministry has approved the procurement of  
10 Kamov Ka-31 Airborne Early Warning and Control 
helicopters for the Indian Navy.  
 

Gujarat:  shops, businesses can remain open 24X7 
Shops and other businesses in Gujarat can remain open 
round the clock now with the Gujarat Shops and 
Establishments (Regulation of Employment and 
Conditions of Service) Act, 2019. 
 

IIT Delhi 3D prints human skin 
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Delhi have successfully 3D bioprinted human skin models 
that have certain anatomically relevant structural, 
mechanical and biochemical features similar to native 
human skin.  
 

Chhattisgarh Deploys 1st Anti-Naxal Women 
Commando Unit 
The Chhattisgarh police for the first time has inducted 
women commandos in the District Reserve Guard (DRG), 
its frontline anti-Naxal force. 
 

Mediators In Ayodhya Dispute Get Time Till August 15 
To Find Solution 
The mediation panel for the Ayodhya temple-mosque 
dispute was given time till August 15 by the Supreme 
Court to come up with a solution. 
 

Representatives of Election Management bodies from 
across world witness LS polls 
Heads and Representatives of 20 Election Management 
Bodies from across the World have arrived in New Delhi 
to witness the ongoing Lok Sabha elections. 
 

Collegium recommends Chief Justices to four Hcs 
The Supreme Court Collegium has recommended names 
of four High Court judges for appointment as chief justices 
of the High Courts of Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh and Telangana.  
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Young Scientist Programme 'Yuvika2019' inaugurated  
The Young Scientist Programme ‘Yuvika2019’ was 
inaugurated by Indian Space Research Organisation, 
ISRO Chairman Dr K Sivan. The two-week residential 
summer vacation programme spread over four ISRO 
centres in Bengaluru, Thiruvananthapuram, Ahmedabad 
and Shillong are attended by 110 students.  
 

DNA database coming up for Indian rhino  
The Union Environment Ministry has embarked on  
a project to create DNA profiles of all rhinos in the country. 
This exercise would be useful in curbing poaching and 
gathering evidence in wildlife crimes involving rhinos. 
 

By 2021, the Indian rhino could be the first wild animal 
species in India to have all its members DNA-sequenced.  
 

US Navy Chief holds discussion with Indian Naval 
Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba 
Admiral John Michael Richardson, Chief of Naval 
Operations, US Navy held discussions with Admiral Sunil 
Lanba, Chief of the Naval Staff, India.  
 

Centre extends ban on LTTE for 5 years 
The Union Home Ministry had issued a fresh notification 
extending ban on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, 
LTTE in India for a further period of five years.   
 

DRDO conducts successful flight test of ABHYAS 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) conducted successful flight test of ABHYAS - 
High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from Interim 
Test Range, Chandipur in Odisha. 
 

Indian Navy’s 1st Full-Fledged SSB Opened at 
Kolkata 
The Indian Navy’s first full-fledged Services Selection 
Board (SSB) was inaugurated by Navy Chief Admiral 
Sunil Lanba at Diamond Harbour near Kolkata, West 
Bengal. 
 

In a first, India to host part of International Army 
Games  
India for the first time will host and participate in a major 
army competition involving eight countries, including 
China and Russia, in Jaisalmer. 
 

Arunachal has 35 pc of India's graphite deposits, says 
GSI 
The Geological Survey of India, GSI, has revealed that  
35 per cent the country's Graphite deposits of the country 
is found in Arunachal Pradesh.  
 

Coast Guard Ship Vigraha decommissioned  
The era of Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha has come to 
an end. The frontline offshore patrol vessel was 
decommissioned  
 

Anil Kapoor felicitated by CEUCC 
Actor Anil Kapoor was felicitated by the Council of 
European Chambers of Commerce (CEUCC) in India. He 
was felicitated for his decade-long support to promoting 
the cause of children’s rights and his collaboration with the 
EU and Plan India in their girls’ rights endeavours. 
 

HDFC Ergo and IBM to jointly setup data lab in India 
General insurance company HDFC Ergo and technology 
major IBM have jointly set up a lab in India to run deep 
analytics on customer data and subsequently develop 
customised solutions to improve business efficiency and 
profitability.  
 

India, Singapore Conduct SIMBEX-19 Naval Exercise 
in the South China Sea 
The 26th Edition of Singapore India Maritime Bilateral 

Exercise (SIMBEX)-19 has commenced in the South 
China Sea.  
 

Indian Navy Successfully Test-Fires MRSAM Missile  
The Indian Navy has successfully test-fired a Medium 
Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM), achieving  
a significant milestone to enhance its anti-air warfare 
capability.  
 

Govt plans introducing artificial intelligence system 
in MCA 21 portal 
The Union government plans to introduce artificial 
intelligence system in the MCA 21 portal as it seeks to 
make the compliance process easier as well as ensure 
routine enforcement activities are done round-the-clock 
on autopilot basis. 
 

NPPA slashes prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer 
drugs by up to 87% 
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has 
slashed the prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer drugs by up 
to 87 per cent. 
 

Campaign launched to raise awareness on illegal 
wildlife trade 
UN Environment India and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
of India launched an awareness campaign ‘Not all animals 
migrate by choice’ to be displayed at major airports across 
the country ahead of the International Day of Biological 
Diversity celebrated on 22nd of this month. 
 

Niti Aayog proposes Rs 7,500-crore plan for Artificial 
Intelligence push 
The NITI Aayog has drawn up a plan for creating an 
institutional framework for artificial intelligence (AI) in the 
country. It has circulated a cabinet note to provide  
Rs 7,500 crore in funding for creation of cloud computing 
platform called AIRAWAT and research institutes. 
 

SC rejects plea for 100% EVM-VVPAT verification  
The Supreme Court of India has dismissed a writ petition 
for 100% random physical verification of EVM-VVPAT in 
the Lok Sabha polls of 2019.  
 

ISRO launches earth observation satellite RISAT-2B 
Indian Space Research Organisation has successfully 
launched its earth observation satellite RISAT-2B from 
Sriharikota.  
 

RISAT-2B meant for application in fields such as 
surveillance, agriculture, forestry and disaster 
management support. 
 

IAF successfully testfires aerial version of BrahMo 
The Indian Air Force has successfully test fired the aerial 
version of the supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from  
a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft at the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, marking a major milestone to enhance its 
precision strike capability. 
 

Tech Mahindra signs Rs 300 crore defence contract 
with the Indian Navy 
Tech Mahindra has announced its biggest defence order 
worth over Rs 300 crore with the Indian Navy.  
 

OBC categories commission receives 2-month 
extension  
A commission appointed in 2017 to examine the sub-
categorisation of the Other Backward Classes (OBC) has 
been given a two-month extension by President Ram 
Nath Kovind. The tenure of the commission was to end on 
May 31 but had now been extended till July 31. 
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Union cabinet recommends dissolution of the  
16th Lok Sabha 
The Union Cabinet recommended the dissolution of the 
16th Lok Sabha as the term of this Lok Sabha ended the 
3rd June and the 17th Lok Sabha has to be constituted 
before that date. 
 

Fewer takers for NOTA this time; Alathur tops the list 
According to Election Commission figures, there were 
fewer takers for NOTA (none of the above) in 2019 than in 
2014. 
 

Approximately 1.03 lakh people opted to vote for NOTA in 
2019, whereas five years ago 2,10,563 voters had opted 
for NOTA.  
 

NHA to collaborate with cancer grid  
In the first such move to bring in uniform standards of 
patient care to battle cancer, the National Health Authority 
(NHA) and National Cancer Grid (NCG) have signed an 
MoU under the Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). 
 

IAF's AN-32 fleet allowed to use bio-jet fuel  
Indian Air Force's formidable workhorse, the Russian 
made AN-32 aircraft was formally certified to fly on 
blended aviation fuel containing up to ten per cent of 
indigenous bio-jet fuel. 
 

In a major statistical system overhaul, govt plans to 
merge CSO, NSSO  
To streamline and strengthen the statistical system, the 
union government has decided to merge the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) and the National Sample Survey 
Office (NSSO) to form a National Statistical Office (NSO). 
 

No need to pay back wages in all cases: SC  
The Supreme Court of India has reiterated in a judgment 
that an employer cannot be forced to pay full back wages 
to a staff member acquitted of a criminal charge unless 
the prosecution itself was mala fide by a court. 
 

Govt sets up tribunal for adjudicating ban on LTTE 
The Union government has constituted the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Tribunal to adjudicate whether or 
not there is sufficient cause for declaring the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as an unlawful association. 
The Tribunal is comprised of sitting Judge of Delhi High 
Court Justice Sangita Dhingra Sehgal. 
 

DRDO successfully test fires Akash-1S surface to air 
defence missile system 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) successfully test fired the Akash-1S surface to air 
defence missile system.  
 

IAF chief leads 'missing man' formation in MiG-21 
Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa has 
led a four aircraft, MiG-21 'Missing Man' formation flypast, 
at Air Force Station Bhisiana in Bhatinda, Punjab to 
honour the valour and supreme sacrifice of men killed in 
action during Operation Safed Sagar at Kargil. 
 

Hindi version of Digital Dilemma launched by Oscar 
academy President John Bailey 
President of Oscar Academy, John Bailey has e-launched 
the Hindi translation of an Academy Publication, "Digital 
Dilemma.  
 

First all-women IAF crew fly Mi-17 V5 helicopter 
Three women Indian Air Force officers were part of the 
country's first all-women crew to fly a medium-lift 
helicopter.  

 

IAF signs MoU with ISRO for crew selection, training 
for Gaganyaan Programme 
Indian Air Force has signed an MoU with ISRO for crew 
selection and training for the prestigious Gaganyaan 
Programme. 
 

Song 'Hawa Aane De' launched to spread awareness 
about Air pollution 
The Union Environment Ministry has launched the song 
'Hawa Aane De' to spread awareness about Air pollution. 
 

Medical body against pharmacists using the  
‘Dr.’ prefix  
The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has opposed the 
move by the Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) to authorise 
candidates receiving the Doctor of Pharmacy degree 
(Pharm D) from recognised universities to use the  
‘Dr.’ prefix. 
 
SC in-house committee gives clean chit to CJI Gogoi 
in sexual harassment case 
The three-judge panel constituted to look into the sexual 
harassment charges against Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi has dismissed the charges against him. 
 

India, Bangladesh to jointly produce movie on life, 
works of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
India and Bangladesh will co-produce a film on the life and 
works of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and a 
documentary on Bangladesh Liberation War. 
 

India mobile internet speeds remain sluggish, rank 
falls to 121: Ookla Speedtest 
India’s rankings in Ookla’s Speedtest Global index dipped 
in the month of April 2019, bringing the country’s ranking 
to down to 121 from 120 in the previous month.   
 

Madhya Pradesh’s Orchha makes it to tentative list of 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
The architectural heritage of Orchha town in Madhya 
Pradesh which depict peculiar style of the Bundela 
dynasty have been included in UNESCO’s tentative list of 
world heritage sites following a proposal sent by the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to the U.N. body. 
 

Ban ROs where dissolved solids in water below 500 
mg/litre, NGT tells govt 
The National Green Tribunal, NGT, has directed the union 
government to ban water purifiers where total dissolved 
solids (TDS) in water are below 500 mg per litre.  
 
 
 
 

I-T Dept., GSTN to sign MoU for sharing data to 
prevent anomalies 
The Income Tax Department and the Goods and Services 
Tax Network (GSTN) are all set to sign an MoU that will 
allow the two to match their data regarding company 
financials so as to pin down any anomalies.  
 

Kotak Mahindra Bank Q4 net rises 25% 
Private sector lender Kotak Mahindra Bank reported 25% 
growth in standalone net profit to Rs. 1,408 crore during 
the quarter ended March 31 on the back of healthy growth 
in core business.  
 

RCom to begin insolvency process 
Insolvency proceedings against Reliance Communications 
(RCom) is set to begin, following the debt-laden telco’s 
inability to carry through the Rs. 25,000-crore deal 
between the Ambani brothers. 
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Core sector growth at 5-month high in March 
Growth in the core sectors of the economy surged in 
March to a five-month high of 4.7%, driven by a broad-
based recovery in sectors such as cement, refinery 
products, steel, and coal. 
 

Indian cyber insurance market grows 40% 
According to a report from Data Security Council of India 
(DSCI), Cyber insurance market is gradually gaining 
traction in India as corporates have increasingly identified 
cyber-theft to be amongst the most prominent threat to 
their operations. 
 

GST collections touch all-time high of over Rs 1.13 
lakh crore in April 
The Goods and Services Tax, GST collection scaled  
all-time high of over 1.13 lakh crore rupees last month i.e., 
April, up from 1.06 lakh crore rupees in the previous 
month. 
 

Iraq remains top oil supplier to India  
Iraq has, for the second year in a row, become India’s top 
crude oil supplier, meeting more than a fifth of the 
country’s oil needs in 2018-19 fiscal year. 
 

Nasscom partners with GE healthcare for health-tech 
innovation 
Technology services industry body Nasscom has 
partnered with GE Healthcare to encourage startups to 
work on digital healthcare solutions in India.  
 

Bandhan Q4 net rises 68% 
Private sector lender Bandhan Bank reported a 68% rise 
in net profit to Rs. 651 crore for the quarter ended March 
31 on the back of healthy growth in both interest income 
and non-interest income.  
 

Central banks step up gold buying in 2019 
According to the latest Gold Demand Trends report by the 
World Gold Council, central banks across the globe are 
building up gold reserves with the first quarter of 2019 
seeing significant buying from such entities. 
 

Foreign exchange reserves rise by 4.3 Billion 
India's foreign exchange reserves soared by USD 4.368 
billion to USD 418.515 billion in the week to April 26. 
 

India extends retaliatory tariff deadline on U.S. items  
The Union government has again extended its deadline to 
impose retaliatory import duties on 29 U.S. products, 
including on almonds, walnuts and pulses, till May 16.  
 

RBI imposes fines on PPIs for violating norms 
The Reserve Bank of India has imposed penalties on five 
prepaid payment instrument (PPI) issuers, including 
Vodafone m-pesa and PhonePe, for violation of regulatory 
norms.  
 

Asia-Pacific to grow 5.7% this year: ADB  
According to the Asian Development Bank President and 
Chairperson, Takehiko Nakao, the Asia-Pacific region is 
expected to power ahead growing at 5.7% this year. 
 

Paytm President Bhushan Patil Resigns 
Former Alibaba executive Bhushan Patil has quit as the 
President of Noida-based fintech platform Paytm. 
 

ICRA downgrades Yes Bank’s long-term rating with 
negative outlook 
Rating agency ICRA has downgraded the long-term rating 
of private sector lender Yes Bank with negative outlook 
after the lender reported significant increase in below 
investment grade advances, which could impact the 
bank’s profitability in the coming quarters. 
 

ICICI Bank Q4 net declines 5% to Rs. 969 cr. 
Private sector lender ICICI Bank reported a 5% decline in 
standalone net profit to Rs. 969 crore during the fourth 
quarter of 2018-19, compared to Rs. 1,020 crore during 
the same period of the previous year.  
 

RBI raises cap on home loans by SFBs, RRBs 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the 
eligibility cap on home loans extended by regional rural 
banks and small finance banks to Rs. 35 lakh in 
metropolitan areas and Rs. 25 lakh in other centres, 
provided the overall cost of the dwelling unit in the 
metropolitan centres and other centres does not exceed 
Rs. 45 lakh and Rs. 30 lakh. 
 

Over 100 U.S. firms to join Dept. of Commerce on 
trade visit to India 
The U.S. Commercial Service will bring more than 100 
U.S. companies to India as part of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s largest annual trade mission program, Trade 
Winds.  
 

Mastercard to invest $1 billion in India over five years  
Global card payments major Mastercard has said it will 
invest $ 1 billion (about ₹7,000 crore) in India in the next 
five years and plans to make the country a global 
technology node for its platforms. 
 

US-China tensions threat to world economy: IMF chief  
Expressing concern over fresh trade tensions between 
the United States and China, International Monetary Fund 
chief Christine Lagarde has said that the tensions 
between the US and China are the main threat to the 
world economy. 
 

GMR to raise USD 350 million via bonds for Delhi 
airport  
Delhi International Airport Ltd., a GMR Group firm, plans 
to raise $350 million through 10-year senior secured 
bonds for airport expansion.  
 

Piramal, Canadian fund set up renewable trust 
Piramal Enterprises Ltd. (PEL) and Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board (CPPIB) have entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to co-sponsor a 
renewable energy-focussed Infrastructure Investment 
Trust (InvIT) with an initial corpus of $600 million. 
 

Govt. refutes report on discom debt levels  
The Union government has refuted reports of rating 
agency Crisil that debt levels of power distribution 
companies (discom) have reached the levels they were at 
before the Ujjwal Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY). 
 

Trump imposes sanctions on Iran's iron, steel, 
aluminium and copper sectors 
US President Donald Trump has imposed sanctions on 
Iran's iron, steel, aluminium and copper sectors. This 
move is aimed at stopping Iran from acquiring a nuclear 

weapon and intercontinental ballistic missiles.  
 

Farm loan waivers, income support schemes 
increasing risks to fiscal consolidation of the states: 
RBI 
The Reserve Bank of India has warned of the rising risks 
to fiscal consolidation of the states as their finances are 
saddled with farm loan waivers, income support schemes 
and the UDAY bonds for their power distribution 
companies.  
 

Standard Life sells 1.78% in HDFC Life Insurance 
Standard Life has successfully divested 1.78 per cent of 
its stake in HDFC Life Insurance to raise Rs 1,400 crore. 
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L&T buys Mindtree shares worth ₹368 crore 
Infrastructure major Larsen & Toubro has bought shares 
of Mindtree worth about ₹368 crore through open market 
transactions. L&T bought over 37.53 lakh shares, or 
2.28% stake, worth ₹367.8 crore, with the average price 
being ₹979.96 per scrip. 
 

Tata Communications losses widen to ₹199 crore in 
Q4 FY19 
Digital infrastructure provider Tata Communication said its 
losses widened to ₹198.8 crore for the fourth quarter 
ended March 31, from ₹120.9 crore in the year-ago 
period. 
 

Bank Credit Grows 13.2% In FY19 
Bank credit grew by 13.2% in financial year 2018-19 as 
compared to 10.3% in the previous financial year, mainly 
aided by loans to services and retail sector. 
 

Deposit growth also gained momentum, growing by 10% 
as compared to 6.7% a year ago. 
 

RIL Acquires British Toy Retailer Hamleys 
Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) acquired British toy retailer 
‘Hamleys’ in an all cash deal.  
 

India Ratings Downgrades Yes Bank with Negative 
Outlook 
India Ratings has downgraded the YES bank’s long-term 
rating to ‘IND AA-’ with a negative outlook, while 
reaffirming short-term rating. 
 

Indian Overseas Bank cuts loss to Rs 1,985 crore, 
plans to raise funds 
Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has seen a reduction of  
45 per cent in its net loss during the quarter ended  
March 31, 2019.  
 

Airtel, Hughes To Combine Their India VSAT 
Operations 
The Sunil Mittal led telecom major Bharti Airtel and 
Hughes Communications India (HCIL) have decided to 
combine their VSAT (Very Small Aperture Terminal) 
satellite communications operations in India. 
 

US tariff increase on $200B of Chinese imports takes 
effect  
President Donald Trump’s latest tariff hikes on Chinese 
goods took effect on Friday and China said it would 
retaliate, escalating a battle over China’s technology 
ambitions and other trade strains.  
 

Bharatpe launches India’s 1st UPI Bahi Khata for 
Merchants 
BharatPe – India’s first Fintech start-up enabling 
payments for merchants through interoperable UPI QR 
codes, has announced its foray into merchant services 
with a new app. Along with UPI payments, the app now 
allows merchants to manage their entire Bahi Khata and 
even note receivables and payables seamlessly. 
 

IMF to loan Pak. $6 billion over 3 years 
Pakistan will get $6 billion from the IMF over the next three 
years to meet its foreign debt obligations. 
 

In addition Pakistan will get $2 to $3 billion from the World 
Bank and Asian Development Bank in the next three 
years. 
 

Vedanta gets initial clearance for 274 hydrocarbon 
wells in T.N., Puducherry 
The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) has 
granted the Terms of Reference (ToR) to Vedanta Ltd’s 
Cairn Oil & Gas, to carry out Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) for drilling a total of 274 offshore and 

onshore oil and gas exploration wells in the Bay of Bengal, 
Nagapattinam, Karaikal, Villupuram and Puducherry. 
 

China hits back, imposes tariff hike on U.S. goods 
worth $60 bn  
China said that it will raise tariffs on $60 billion worth of 
U.S. goods from June 1, in retaliation to the latest round 
of U.S. tariff hikes and Washington’s plans to target almost 
all Chinese imports. This announcement came after the 
latest round of U.S.-China trade negotiations ended 
without a deal, and after USA increased tariffs on  
$200 billion worth of Chinese goods. 
 

India's retail inflation picks up to 2.92% in April 
According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation data, retail inflation rose marginally to 
2.92 per cent in April this year, mainly due to the rise in 
food prices.  
 

Auto sales plunge 16% across segments to a 10-year 
low  
According to data released by the Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), total sales across all 
categories of Indian automobile industry fell by nearly 
16% to 20.01 lakh units from 23.80 lakh units in April 2018. 
 

Exporters to get auto GST refunds  
Exporters of goods and services as well as suppliers to 
SEZ units are likely to get GST refunds automatically from 
June as the revenue department plans to introduce 
faceless scrutiny of refunds and faster claim settlement. 
 

HDFC profit up 26.8% to Rs. 2,862 cr. 
Mortgage lender HDFC posted a 26.8% rise in its 
standalone net profit to Rs. 2,862 crore for the quarter 
ended March 31, 2019. 
 

NABARD announces ₹ 700-cr venture capital fund for 
agri, rural startups 
The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) has announced a Rs 700-crore venture capital 
fund for equity investments in agriculture and rural-
focused startups. This fund has been launched by 
Nabventures, a subsidiary of the NABARD. 
 

ITC profit rises 18.7% in Q4  
ITC Ltd. closed the fourth quarter with a 18.7 % rise in its 
net profit to to Rs. 3481.9 crores on the back of good 
performance by paperboards and packaging, hotels and 
FMCG-other segments.  
 

Vodafone Idea Q4 loss down to Rs. 4,881.9 crore 
Vodafone Idea Limited has reported a loss of Rs. 4,881.9 
crore in the fourth quarter as compared to Rs. 5,033 crore 
in the preceding quarter on account of improving 
synergies due to merger of Vodafone India with Idea 
Cellular in August 2018. 
 

17 developing countries call for strengthening WTO 
Seventeen developing countries have stressed on 
working collectively to strengthen the World Trade 
Organisation-WTO to promote development and 
inclusivity for the benefits of all members. 
 

Indian Bank reports net loss of Rs 190 cr in Q4 due to 
IL&FS provisioning 
Public sector bank Indian Bank posted a net loss of  
Rs 190 crore during the quarter ended March 31, 2019, 
compared to a profit of Rs 131 crore in the same period 
last year. 
 

Union Bank of India posts ₹3,369-cr loss as RBI finds 
divergence in bad loans 
Public sector lender Union Bank of India reported a net 
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loss of ₹3,369 crore in the March quarter of FY19, owing 
to higher operational expenses, and provisions on 
account of bad loan divergences.  
 

WPI inflation slows to 3.07% in April  
Wholesale inflation eased to 3.07% in April on cheaper 
fuel and manufactured items, even as prices of food 
articles remained high. 
 

RBI names Gandhi to Yes Bank board 
The Reserve Bank of India has appointed its former 
Deputy Governor R. Gandhi as an additional director on 
the board of private sector lender Yes Bank with 
immediate effect. The appointment is for two years, that is 
till May 13, 2021. 
 

NMDC to invest $1 bn in infrastructure  
National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) is 
investing about $1 billion in infrastructure in the next three 
years to help ramp up iron ore production.  
 

CEO, CFO exit Jet after ‘disappointing’ bid  
Jet Airways (India) Ltd. has announced the resignation of 
its Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Vinay Dube and Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 
Amit Agarwal, who stepped down days after the 
‘disappointing bid’ by Etihad Airways. 
 

Paytm First Card launched in collaboration with 
Citibank   
Paytm the digital payments company has launched its first 
credit card in association with Citibank  called Paytm First 
Card. 
 

RBI releases vision document for e-payment system 
Reserve Bank of India has released a vision document for 
ensuring a safe, secure, convenient, quick and affordable 
e-payment system.  
 

The 'Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 
2019 - 2021', with its core theme of 'Empowering 
Exceptional E-payment Experience', envisages to 
achieve "a highly digital and cash-lite society" through the 
goal posts of competition, cost-effectiveness, 
convenience and confidence (4Cs). 
 

India’s Overall Exports Registered Positive Growth Of 
1.34% In April 2019 
According to the Ministry of Commerce & Industry data, 
India’s overall exports, combining Merchandise and 
Services, in April 2019 is estimated to be around 44 billion 
US dollars with a positive growth of 1.34% over April 2018.  
 

HDFC Partners with IMGC For Home Loans 
Housing finance major HDFC Limited has partnered with 
India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to offer a 
mortgage-guaranteed home loan product. 
 

BharatPe Ropes in Salman Khan As Brand 
Ambassador 
Merchant service and UPI payments app BharatPe has 
roped in Bollywood actor Salman Khan as its brand 
ambassador.  
 

Pakistan’s currency reaches all-time low against US 
dollar 
Pakistan's currency hit an all-time low against the US 
dollar after it dropped to Rs 148 per dollar in the inter-bank 
market. The devaluation followed bailout package by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in the weekend. 
 

RBI mandates risk officers for NBFCs  
The RBI has asked all shadow banks with a size of over 
Rs. 5,000 crore to appoint chief risk officers (CROs) with 
clearly specified roles and responsibilities.  
 

Bank of India reports Rs. 252 crore profit as 
provisioning for bad loans declines 
State-run lender Bank of India reported a net profit of  
Rs. 252 crore for the quarter ended March 31, compared 
with a loss of Rs. 3,969 crore during the same period of 
the previous year. 
 
Infosys offers 50 million shares to employees  
IT major Infosys introduced an expanded stock ownership 
programme, aimed at retaining and attracting top talent. 
This programme proposes to allocate 50 million shares  
(or five crore shares) equating 1.15% of the company’s 
equity shares to a broad base of employees. 
 

US reaches deal with Canada, Mexico to lift tariffs on 
steel and aluminum 
United States has reached an agreement with Canada 
and Mexico to lift tariffs on steel and aluminum and the 
corresponding retaliatory tariffs. This move is likely to 
ease trade tensions between the three North American 
countries. 
 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank appoints Nitin Chugh as 
next MD and CEO 
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Limited has appointed Nitin 
Chugh as its next Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) from December 1, 2019.  
 

HDFC Capital Launches ‘HeART’ To Mentor Real 
Estate Technology Companies 
HDFC Capital Advisors, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
HDFC Ltd, launched a new initiative called ‘HDFC 
Affordable Real Estate and Technology Program 
(HeART). It aims to mentor, partner and invest in real 
estate technology companies that drive innovation and 

efficiencies within the affordable housing ecosystem. 
 

Kerala Becomes First Indian State to Tap into Masala 
Bond Market 
Kerala became the first state to tap into masala bond 
market by listing the Kerala Infrastructure Investment 
Fund Board (KIIFB)’s masala bond worth of USD 312 
million (Rs 2,150 crore) in London Stock Exchange 
(LSE)’s International Securities Market (ISM). 
 

Irdai proposes to increase third-party insurance 
premium for cars, two-wheelers 
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India (Irdai) has proposed to increase the Motor Third 
Party (TP) premium rates for cars below 1000 cc to ₹2,120 
from the existing ₹1,850 for the fiscal 2019-20. 
 

TP for two-wheelers below 75 cc is proposed at ₹482, up 
from ₹427. 
 

Gold imports rise 54% to $ 3.97 billion in April  
According to data from the commerce ministry, gold 
imports increased 54 per cent to USD 3.97 billion in April, 
widening the country’s trade deficit and fuelling worries 
about the current account deficit (CAD). 
 

Increase in gold imports pushed the country’s trade deficit 
to a five-month high of USD 15.33 billion in April. 
 

Tripura Gramin Bank among top banking performers 
in country 
The Tripura Gramin Bank has emerged as one of the top 
performers in the banking sector in the 2018-19 financial 
year across the country, investing heavily to promote 
entrepreneurship. 
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Govt to divest 25% in RailTel, invites bids from 
merchant bankers to manage IPO  
The Union government is looking to divest up to 25% 
stake in RailTel Corporation, and is scouting for merchant 
bankers to manage the listing process.  
 

UN lowers India’s FY20 GDP growth forecast 
The United Nations (UN) has lowered its forecast for 
India’s GDP growth in 2019-20 to 7.1% from its estimate 
in January of 7.5%, citing an overall slowdown in global 
growth. 
 

Allahabad Bank, Andhra Bank, Oriental Bank may 
merge with PNB: report 
Punjab National Bank could take control of two-three 
smaller public sector banks in the next round of banking 
sector consolidation. These smaller banks up for 
acquisition include Oriental Bank of Commerce, Andhra 
Bank and Allahabad Bank. 
 

Reliance topples IOC to become the biggest Indian 
company 
Reliance Industries has toppled State-owned Indian Oil 
Corp. (IOC) to become the country’s biggest company by 
revenue. Reliance, in the 2018-19 fiscal year that ended 
March 31, reported a turnover of Rs. 6.23 lakh crore.  
 

MFs can trade in commodity derivatives 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
given the go-ahead to mutual funds (MFs) to participate in 
the commodity derivatives segment.  
 

Tech Mahindra profit dips 7.36% to Rs. 1,132 cr. 
Information technology (IT) firm Tech Mahindra reported a 
7.36% dip in its fourth quarter net profit to Rs. 1,132 crore 
as cost of services increased while other income 
decreased during the quarter. 
 

Nepal bans Chinese digital wallets  
Nepal banned popular Chinese digital wallets Alipay and 
WeChat to prevent the loss of foreign currency earnings 
from tens of thousands of Chinese tourists.  
 

OECD: India’s economy to grow 7.5% by 2020 amid 
slowing global growth  
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in its Economic Outlook has 
predicted that India's economic growth will regain strength 
and approach 7.5% by 2020 buoyed by rural consumption 
and subdued inflation. 
 

Bank of Baroda loss narrows to Rs. 991 crore  
Bank of Baroda’s net loss narrowed to ₹991 crore in the 
fourth quarter, against ₹3,102 crore in the year-ago 
period, on the back of healthy growth in net interest 
income, lower loan-loss provisioning burden. 
 

SEBI mulls buy-back norms’ review  
Regulator SEBI has proposed changes to share buy-back 
norms for companies having non-banking financial 
companies and housing finance companies as subsidiaries.  
 

The committee had proposed that post buy-back, debt to 
capital and free reserves ratio of 2:1 should be considered 
on consolidated basis, excluding subsidiaries that are 
regulated and have AAA ratings. 
 

HDFC group surpasses Tatas in terms of market 
capitalisation, becomes most valuable business 
house  
Financial services conglomerate HDFC group has become 
the most valuable business house in the country, overtaking 
Tata Group, with the cumulative market valuation of its four 
listed companies at Rs 11.53 lakh crore. 
 

Reliance Capital exits mutual fund business 
Anil Ambani-controlled Reliance Capital is all set to exit 
the mutual fund business by selling its entire stake in 
Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management Ltd.(RNAM) to 
its foreign partner Nippon Life Insurance. 
 

Telangana records 15% GSDP growth in FY19  
Telangana’s Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) has 
grown 15 per cent in the financial year ended March 31, 
2019 at ₹8,66,875 crore as against ₹7,53,804 crore in the 
previous year.  
 

SEBI panel moots changes to FPI rules 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)-constituted 
committee has proposed wide-ranging changes to the 
foreign portfolio investment (FPI) regime, aimed at 
boosting capital flows into the country by improving ease 
to doing business, especially for large and well-regulated 
global institutions. 
 

Task force on direct tax law to submit report by  
July 31 
The task force set up to draft a new direct tax law to 
replace the existing Income Tax Act has been given  
2-month extension till July 31 to submit its report. The task 
force was scheduled to submit the report by May 31. 
 

RBI to infuse Rs. 15,000 cr. in June via OMO  
The Reserve Bank of India said it would inject Rs. 15,000 
crore into the financial system next month through 
purchase of government bonds via the auction route.  
 

Facebook plans to launch its own cryptocurrency 
next year 
Facebook has been in contact with U.S. and British 
financial regulators with a view to launching its own 
cryptocurrency next year. This cryptocurrency is internally 
referred to as GlobalCoin.  
 

India stopped importing oil from Iran after US waivers 
expired 
India has stopped importing oil from Iran after American 
waivers granted to eight buyers expired early this month. 
India has joined Greece, Italy, Taiwan and Turkey to 
become the latest country to comply with the US sanctions 
on Tehran over its nuclear programme. 
 

UK Court directs Vijay Mallya to pay Diageo over USD 
135 million 
The UK High Court directed the embattled liquor tycoon 
Vijay Mallya to pay British beverage giant Diageo over 
USD 135 million in relation to a collateral arrangement. 
 

HDFC sells 6.1 pc in subsidiary Gruh to comply with 
RBI directive on Bandhan-Gruh merger  
HDFC has sold 6.10% stake in its subsidiary Gruh 
Finance, to comply with the RBI requirement for 
facilitating the proposed merger of the housing finance 
arm with Bandhan Bank.  
 

RBI Allows Modern Currency Chests to Hike Service 
Charges 
The Reserve Bank of India has announced that it will allow 
large modern currency chests to increase the service 
charges on cash deposited by non-chest bank branches 
from the existing rate of Rs5 per packet of 100 pieces to 
a higher rate subject to a maximum of Rs8 per packet.  
 

Corporation Bank launches ‘Corp SME Suvidha’ for 
MSMEs 
Corporation Bank has launched ‘Corp SME Suvidha’,  
a product for GST-registered MSMEs. 
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RBI releases draft norms on liquidity risk 
management for NBFCs 
RBI stated that all non-deposit-taking non-banking 
financial companies (NBFCs) with an asset size of Rs 
5,000 crore and above, and all deposit-taking NBFCs 
irrespective of their asset size, have to maintain a liquidity 
buffer in terms of a Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR). 
 

SEBI tightens disclosure norms for listed debt 
securities 
To further safeguard the interest of investors in listed debt 
securities, the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) has tightened the disclosure norms for entities that 
have issued such securities. 
 

SEBI made it mandatory for such companies to disclose 
on their websites the schedule of interest and redemption 
obligations for the complete financial year. 
 

Draft export policy unveiled 
The Union Commerce Ministry has come out with  
a comprehensive draft of the export policy which includes 
product- specific rules with a view to provide a ready 
reckoner for exporters. 
 

Release list of large loan defaulters, CIC tells RBI 
In the wake of the Supreme Court of India ruling, the 
Central Information Commission (CIC) has again directed 
the RBI to disclose the list of large loan defaulters to 
activist Nutan Thakur.  
 

NSIC signs MOU with Ministry of MSME for the Year 
2018-19 
The National Small Industries Corporation Limited, NSIC 
has signed an MoU with Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises for the year 2019-20. This MoU 
envisages provision of enhanced services by NSIC under 
its marketing, financial, technology and other support 
services schemes for MSMEs in the country. 
 

RBI extends RTGS timings from 4:30 pm to 6 pm 
To facilitate high-value fund transfers, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has announced an extension of timings for 
customer transactions through Real Time Gross 
Settlement (RTGS) by one and half hours from 4:30 PM 
to 06 PM. RBI said that new timing will be effective from 
1st June. 
 

PNB posts Q4 loss of Rs 4,750 crore  
Punjab National Bank (PNB) slipped into the red, incurring 
net losses of ₹4,750 crore in the January-March quarter, 
after posting a net profit of ₹247 crore in the preceding 
quarter. 
 

SEBI paper on regulatory sandbox for fintech testing 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
released a discussion paper on a framework for a 
‘regulatory sandbox,’ wherein companies dealing with 
financial technologies can test new technologies and 
products in a live market environment.  
 

RBI forms task force on corporate loans  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a task force 
to suggest policy and regulatory interventions required for 
development of secondary market in corporate loans, 
including loan transaction platform for stressed assets. 
 

The six-member body, headed by Canara Bank chairman 
T. N. Manoharan. 
 

Bandhan to open 16 more branches 
Bandhan Bank will open 16 more branches by June 
following the approval received from the Reserve Bank of 
India in 2018-19 to open 64 new branches.  
 

RBI panel on home finance securitisation  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a 
committee to review the existing state of mortgage 
securitisation in India and suggest measures to deepen it. 
 

Three PSUs ink joint venture pact for buying rare 
metals  
Three public sector units, National Aluminium Company 
(NALCO), Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd. and 
Hindustan Copper Ltd. are set to sign by next month, a 
joint venture (JV) agreement for making overseas 
acquisition of reserves of rare metals like lithium and 
cobalt. 
 

L&T picks up 27,000 Mindtree shares  
Infrastructure major Larsen and Toubro (L&T) acquired 
about 27,000 shares of Mindtree from the open market, 
raising its shareholding in the IT services firm to 28.88%. 
 
Adani to set up container terminal in Myanmar  
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ) will set 
up its container terminal in Myanmar, first outside India, at 
an estimated cost of $290 million (over Rs. 2,000 crore).  
 

Government restricts bio-fuel imports  
The Union government has restricted the import of bio-
fuels including ethyl alcohol, bio-diesel and petroleum oils 
for all purposes and their import will require import licence 
from the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).  
 

 
 
 
 

Former ISRO chief AS Kiran Kumar conferred 
France’s highest civilian award 
AS Kiran Kumar, the former chairperson of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation, was conferred France’s 
highest civilian award – Chevalier of Order of the Legion 
of Honour  for his contribution to India-France space 
cooperation.  
 

Donald Trump Awards Presidential Medal Of Freedom 
To Golfer Tiger Woods 
US President Donald Trump has awarded golfer Tiger 
Woods the country's highest civilian honour. Woods was 
presented the Presidential Medal of Freedom at the White 
House, as he became the fourth and youngest golfer to 
receive the prestigious award. 
 

Indian Student Trio Emerges First Runner-up in 
Microsoft's Imagine Cup World Championship 
An Indian student trio has emerged the first runner-up in 
Microsoft's prestigious Imagine Cup World Championship 
final held in Seattle for their innovative smart automated 
anti-pollution and drug delivery mask. 
 

Aakash Bhadana and his friends Vasu Kaushik and Bharat 
Sundal developed "Caeli", the world's first smart automated 
anti-pollution and drug delivery mask specifically designed 
for asthmatic and chronic respiratory patients. 
 

UNDRR Confers Dr P.K. Mishra With Sasakawa Award 
2019 
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNDRR) conferred Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster 
Risk Reduction to Dr. Pramod Kumar Mishra, Additional 
Principal Secretary to Prime Minister of India. 
 

Oman author Jokha Alharthi wins Booker 
International Prize 
Jokha Alharthi, an author from Oman has won the 
prestigious Man Booker International Prize for "Celestial 
Bodies". Arabic-language writer to take the prize. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

Indian peacekeeper to be honoured posthumously 
with UN medal 
An Indian peacekeeper by the name Jitender Kumar is 
among the 119 military, police and civilian personnel who 
will be honoured this year with a prestigious UN medal 
Dag Hammarskjold this year for courage and sacrifice in 
the line of duty. 
 

Japanese award for Shyam Saran  
Japan has bestowed a national award on former Foreign 
Secretary Shyam Saran in recognition of his contribution 
to strengthening Japan-India ties. He will receive the 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star. 
 

Bengaluru-Based Doctor Gets Global Asian of the 
Year 2018-19 
Bengaluru-based medical doctor Hema Divakar was 
honoured with the 'Global Asian of the Year 2018-19' 
award in Dubai recently for her services and contributions 
to the women's healthcare ecosystem, in India. 
 

Bong Joon Ho's 'Parasite' strikes gold at Cannes this 
year 
South Korean director Bong Joon Ho's "Parasite" bagged 
the Palme d'Or at the 72nd Cannes Film Festival in 
France. 
 

ICMR head wins Dr. Lee Jong-wook Prize for Public 
Health  
Director General of the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) Professor Balram Bhargava jointly won 
the 2019 Dr Lee Jong-wook Memorial Prize for Public 
Health at the 72nd World Health Assembly in Geneva. 
 

Indian writer Annie Zaidi is 2019 winner of the 
$100,000 Nine Dots Prize 
Indian writer Annie Zaidi was announced as the 2019 
winner of the $100,000 Nine Dots Prize, a prestigious 
book prize created to award innovative thinking that 
addresses contemporary issues around the world. 
 
 
 
 

UN designates Masood Azhar as global terrorist  
In a huge diplomatic win for India, the United Nations  
designated Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed chief 
Masood Azhar as a "global terrorist" after China lifted its 
hold on a proposal to blacklist him. 
 

Julian Assange to fight extradition to US 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has confirmed that he 
will fight extradition to the United States, where he is 
accused of conspiring to hack a government computer.  
 

US Air Force General Tod Wolters sworn in as top 
military officer of NATO 
US Air Force General Tod D. Wolters has been sworn in 
as the top military officer of the 29-nation NATO military 
alliance.   
 

Stevo Pendarovski won North Macedonia’s 
presidential elections 
Stevo Pendarovski, supported by the ruling Social 
Democrats (SDSM), has won the North Macedonian 
presidency in a run-off vote.  
 

Panama's Cortizo declares victory in presidential vote 
Former Panamanian minister Laurentino Cortizo declared 
victory in presidential polls. 
 

UN re-elects India's Jagjit Pavadia To International 
Narcotics Board 
Jagjit Pavadia has been re-elected with the highest 

number of votes by the UN Economic and Social Council 
to a five-year term on International Narcotics Control 
Board (INCB). 
 

Bajaj Auto ED Rakesh Sharma elected as IMMA Vice-
President 
Bajaj Auto Executive Director Rakesh Sharma has been 
elected as Vice-President of Geneva-based International 
Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA).  
 

Renowned Economist Baidyanath Mishra Passes Away 
Renowned economist Baidyanath Mishra passed away. 
 

He was vice-chancellor of Odisha University of Agriculture 
and Technology (OUAT) from 1981 to 1985. He was also the 
chairman of the State Planning Board from 1985 to 1990. 
 

NR Madhava Menon, Father of Modern Legal 
Education, Passes Away 
Prof N.R. Madhava Menon, an educationist, scholar, and 
the pioneering spirit behind modern legal education in 
India, has passed away.  
 

Tamil novelist and Sahitya Akademi awardee Thoppil 
Mohamed Meeran dies aged 74  
Noted novelist and Sahitya Akademi awardee Thoppil 
Mohamed Meeran passed away.  
 

Actress Dia Mirza selected among 17 New ‘SDG 
Advocates’ of UN 
Indian actress Dia Mirza and Alibaba chief Jack Ma are 
among the 17 global public figures appointed by UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as the new 
advocates to drive action and solidify global political will 
for the ambitious Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 
 

ITC’s Non-Executive Chairman YC Deveshwar Passes 
Away 
The Padma Bhushan awardee and ITC’s Non-Executive 
Chairman YC Deveshwar passed away. He spearheaded 
the diversification of ITC to an FMCG company.  
 

Actress Anne Hathaway Receives Star on Hollywood 
Walk Of Fame 
Oscar-winning actress Anne Hathaway was honoured 
with a star on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame in Los 
Angeles, US. 
 

Former FIA VP Hoosein passes away 
Well-known motorsports administrator and former vice 
president of Federation Internationale de Automobile 
(FIA), Nazir Hoosein, passed away. 
 

Former SC Justice MB Lokur appointed to Supreme 
Court of Fiji for three years 
Retired Supreme Court judge Justice Madan Lokur has 
been appointed to the Supreme Court of Fiji’s non-
resident panel for three years. 
 

Doris Day, legendary singer and actress, dies 
Doris Day, the honey-voiced singer and actress whose 
film dramas, musicals and innocent sex comedies made 
her a top star in the 1950s and ’60s and among the most 
popular screen actresses in history, has died. 
 

Veteran Telugu Actor Rallapalli Venkata Narasimha 
Rao Passes Away 
Veteran Telugu actor Rallapalli Venkata Narasimha Rao 
passed away in Hyderabad following a cardiac arrest. 
 

Joko Widodo elected President of Indonesia for 
second term 
Indonesia's Joko Widodo has been re-elected as 
president of the country, beating rival Prabowo Subianto, 
a retired general.   
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Volodymyr Zelenskiy takes oath as Ukraine's new 
President 
In Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskiy has took oath as 
country's new President and also announced snap 
parliamentary elections at the same ceremony.   
 

Pakistan appoints Mueenul Haq as High 
Commissioner to India 
Pakistan has appointed diplomat Mueenul Haq as the 
High Commissioner to India. Haq, the current 
ambassador to France, has previously served as chief of 
protocol at the Foreign Office.   
 

Legendary stand-up comic Sammy Shore, Comedy 
Store Co-Founder, passed away 
Sammy Shore, the legendary stand-up comedian and co-
founder of the Comedy Store in Los Angeles, has died.  
 

Bhawana Kanth becomes 1st fighter pilot to qualify to 
undertake combat missions  
Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth has became the first 
Indian woman pilot of the IAF to be qualified to undertake 
combat missions on a fighter jet.  
 

Former Malaysian King Sultan Ahmad Shah passes 
away 
Malaysia's seventh King and football veteran Sultan 
Ahmad Shah passed away at the age of 88.   
 

Patnaik set for fifth term as CM  
Odisha’s ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) headed by 
incumbent Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik is all set to form 
a government for a fifth consecutive term.  
 

Odisha tribal woman to be youngest-ever MP 
Chandrani Murmu, who has won the Keonjhar Lok Sabha 
seat (reserved for Scheduled Tribes) on Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) ticket by a margin of 66,203 votes will enter the Lok 
Sabha as the youngest member in the Lower House’s 
history. She was 25 years, 11 months and eight days old. 
 

Cyril Ramaphosa sworn in as South Africa's president 
Cyril Ramaphosa was sworn in for a five-year term as 
South Africa’s President.  
 

Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Peter O'Neill 
resigns 
Papua New Guinea's Prime Minister Peter O'Neill has 
resigned following a series of high-level defections from 
his government to the opposition. 
 

Naresh Goyal, Anita Goyal stopped by immigration 
from leaving country 
Jet Airways founder Naresh Goyal and his wife Anita 
Goyal were stopped from leaving the country.  
 

According to a home ministry official, there is a look out 
circular against Goyal to prevent foreign travel. Earlier,  
a Jet Airways staff union had filed a police complaint 
seeking restrictions on Goyal and the senior management 
from leaving India.  
 

Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz ousted in  
no-confidence vote 
Austrian Parliament has removed Chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz from office as he lost the no confidence in a special 
Parliamentary session. 
 

P.S. Golay sworn in as Chief Minister of Sikkim  
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) president Prem Singh 
Tamang, popularly known as P S Golay, has took oath as 
the chief minister of Sikkim.  
 

Rajiv Gauba may be next Cabinet Secretary  
Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba may be appointed as 
the next Cabinet Secretary, replacing P.K.Sinha, whose 

four year tenure comes to an end on June 12.  
 

Peter Mutharika sworn in as Malawi's president 
Incumbent Malawian President Peter Mutharika has been 
declared the winner of the tightly contested presidential 
election. 
 

Maldives ex-leader Nasheed elected as new Speaker 
Former President of Maldives Mohamed Nasheed has 
been elected as the new speaker of Majlis or Parliament.  
 

Scott Morrison sworn in as Australia's Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison has been sworn in as Australia's Prime 
Minister, 11 days after retaining the position in the 
country's general election.  
 

Jagan Reddy to be sworn in as Andhra Pradesh  
CM today 
YSR Congress party president YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
will be sworn-in as Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. 
 

Narendra Modi takes oath as PM for second term 
National Democratic Alliance leader Narendra Modi was 
sworn in as Prime Minister for the second consecutive 
term.  
 
 
 
 
ITTF rankings: G Sathiyan first Indian to break into top 25 
India’s G Sathiyan has scaled new heights by becoming 
the first Indian to break into the top-25 of world rankings. 
Sathiyan rose four spots to be 24th in the latest 
International Table Tennis Federation rankings. 
 

Apurvi Chandela attains world number one spot in 
women's 10 m air rifle event  
Indian shooting ace Apurvi Chandela  attained the world 
number one position in the women's 10 metres air rifle 
event. 
 

Raheem Sterling named 2019 FWA footballer of the 
year 
Raheem Sterling has been named the 2019 footballer of 
the year by the Football Writers' Association (FWA).  
 

Bajrang Punia bags gold in Ali Aliyev wrestling 
tournament 
World number one Bajrang Punia won the gold medal as 
he defeated Viktor Rassadin in the finals of men's 65kg 
freestyle in the Ali Aliyev wrestling tournament in Kaspiisk, 
Russia.  
 

India retains top spot in ICC Test rankings 
India retained its top position in the ICC Test rankings, 
while England remained the number one ODI side in the 
latest annual rankings released in Dubai.  
 

Sri Lanka great Kumar Sangakkara named new MCC 
president 
Ex-Sri Lanka batsman Kumar Sangakkara has been 
named as the next president of Marylebone Cricket Club 
(MCC). Sangakkara will be the first non-British president 
of the MCC. 
 

Barcelona and Spain legend Xavi Hernandez officially 
announces retirement 
Barcelona and Spain legend Xavi Hernandez has 
announced that he will retire from football after 21 years.  
 

Saurav Ghoshal & Joshna Chinappa win Asian 
Individual Squash Ch'ship titles 
Indian squash players Saurav Ghoshal and Joshna 
Chinappa won their respective Asian Individual Squash 
Championship titles in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
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Indian boxers win six medals at 36th Feliks Stamm 
International Boxing 
Indian boxers finished with a rich haul of six medals, 
including two gold at the 36th  Feliks Stamm International 
Boxing Tournament in Warsaw, Poland. Gaurav Solanki 
and Manish Kaushik bagged one gold each.  
 

Campbell and Hope set up Windies’ big win 
Windies openers John Campbell (179) and Shai Hope 
(170) shattered the record for the highest first-wicket ODI 
partnership by scoring 365 in a total of 381 for three.  
 

Fifa announces two new award categories to promote 
women's football globally 
Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) 
announced two new award categories to promote 
women's football across the globe. The two new award 
categories are off Women's goalkeeper of the year and  
a women's team of the year.  
 

Former West Indies batsman Seymour Nurse dies at 
85 
Former West Indies batsman Seymour Nurse has died at 
the age of 85.  
 

Nurse, who was a Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1967, 
scored 2,523 runs in 29 Tests at an average of 47.60. 
 

Billiards player Derek Sippy Passed Away 
Former billiards player, coach and administrator Derek 
Sippy died in Mumbai. 
 

Amul To Sponsor Afghanistan in 2019 World Cup 
Amul has been announced as the principal sponsor of the 
Afghanistan cricket team for the upcoming World Cup, 
slated to be held in England and Wales from May 30. 
 

Mumbai beat Chennai by one run to win record 4th IPL 
title 
Mumbai Indians became IPL champions for the fourth 
time after defeating Chennai Super Kings by one run in a 
thrilling final in Hyderabad.  
 

Harmanpreet Kaur fireworks help Supernovas clinch 
Women's T20 Challenge title 
Captain Harmanpreet Kaur struck a sensational half 
century as Supernovas clinched the Women's  
T20 Challenge title with a four-wicket win over Velocity in 
a dramatic summit clash.  
 

City retains Premier League in style  
Manchester City retained the Premier League title in style, 
holding its nerve to come from behind against Brighton.  
 

Madrid Open: Novak Djokovic beats Stefanos 
Tsitsipas to win third title 
Novak Djokovic of Serbia beat Stefanos Tsitsipas of 
Greece 6-3, 6-4 to win his third Madrid Open title. 
 

Indian racer Jehan Daruvala wins inaugural round of 
FIA Formula 3 Championship 
Young Indian racer Jehan Daruvala, driving for Prema 
Racing, won the inaugural round of the FIA Formula  
3 Championship, one of the support events to Formula 
One in Barcelona. 
 

CEAT Awards: Virat Kohli bags International batsman 
and cricketer of the year 
India captain Virat Kohli bagged the International 
Cricketer and Batsman of the Year award during the CEAT 
Cricket Rating (CCR) International awards 2019.  
Pacer Jasprit Bumrah was adjudged as International 
Bowler of the Year.  
Afghanistan leg-spinner Rashid Khan was awarded for 
outstanding bowling. 

Australian batsman Aaron Finch for his exceptional 
performance in T20. 
Yashasvi Jaiswal, was awarded Junior Cricketer of the 
Year, While chinaman Kuldeep Yadav took the home 
outstanding performance of the year award. 
Ashutosh Aman was awarded Domestic Cricketer of the 
Year. 
Mohinder Amarnath, who played a key role in India's 1983 
World Cup triumph, was bestowed with the 'CCR 
International Lifetime Achievement Award'. 
 

Lewis Hamilton wins Spanish GP as Mercedes seal 
fifth consecutive one-two  
Lewis Hamilton won the Spanish Grand Prix with  
a dominant, untroubled run at the front of the field. 
 

India's GS Lakshmi first woman on ICC international 
panel of match referees 
India's G.S. Lakshmi has become the first woman to be 
appointed to ICC's international panel of match referees 
and will be eligible to officiate in international games with 
immediate effect.  
 

Croatian World Cupper Igor Stimac appointed Indian 
football team coach 
Croatian World Cupper Igor Stimac has been appointed 
Indian football team head coach for a two-year term.  
 

Football: China to host 2023 Asian Cup after Korea 
withdraw bid 
South Korea have abandoned their bid to stage Asian Cup 
Football tournament in 2023, leaving the sole other 
bidders China with a free run to become hosts.  
 

USD 10 million on offer in ICC World Cup, winner to 
earn 4 million 
Ten million US Dollars or a little more than 70 crore rupees 
are on offer in the upcoming ICC men's cricket World Cup.  
Besides a trophy, the World Cup winner will earn a cash 
award of 4 million US dollars or about 28 crore rupees 
which is the highest prize money on offer in the history of 
the tournament.  
 

Tennis: Rafael Nadal clinches Italian Open 2019 title 
Defending champion Rafael Nadal of Spain has clinched 
the Italian Open 2019 title after beating Novak Djokovic  
6-0, 4-6, 6-1 in the final in Rome.  
 

BFA launches two new formats of game - 
AirBadminton & Triples 
The world body governing Badminton, Badminton World 
Federation (BFA), has launched two new formats of the 
game --AirBadminton and Triples with new dimensions of 
the court and an innovative shuttlecock called Airshuttle. 
 

Tirop runs a tactical race to retain title  
Agnes Tirop of Kenya held off a spirited bunch of 
Ethiopians to become the first woman to defend the TCS 
World 10K title.  
 

Meanwhile, Ethiopia’s Andamlak Belihu crossed the line 
in 27:56 to record the fourth best time in the event’s 
history. 
 

Football referee Shetty no more  
Noted football referee and instructor, Shivappa Shetty, 
known as S.S. Shetty in the football fraternity, passed 
away at 86.  
 

Shetty was a FIFA referee, Asian Football Confederation 
instructor and member of the AIFF Referees Board. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Ashish to lead 3-member Indian gymnastics team in 
World Challenge Cup 
A three-member team led by 2010 Asian Games bronze 
medallist Ashish Kumar will represent India at the second 
World Challenge Cup Series gymnastics tournament in 
Osijek, Croatia from May 23 to 26. 
 

Three-time Formula One world champion Niki Lauda 
passes away 
Three-time Formula One world champion Niki Lauda has 
passed away.  
 

BCCI Elections to be held on October 22 
The Committee of Administrators(CoA) announced in 
New Delhi that the much-awaited elections of the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) will be held on 
October 22. 
 

India clinches women's hockey series  
The Indian women’s hockey team came from a goal down 
to score a 2-1 win over South Korea in the second game 
and take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-march 
series. 
 

FIFA drops 48-team plan  
FIFA has shelved a proposed expansion of the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar to 48 teams, dealing a blow to the 
world football body’s president Gianni Infantino. The 2022 
tournament in the Gulf State will now be played with  
32 nations taking part.  
 

Batra proposed for IOC membership 
The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president Narinder 
Batra has been proposed to be elected as member of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) by its executive 
board.  
 

India bags 57 medals at India Open International 
tournament 
India bagged a total of 57 medals including 12 Gold,  
18 Silver and 27 Bronze at India Open International 
Boxing tournament in Guwahati.   
 

Apurvi Chandela bags gold medal in 10m Air Rifle in 
ISSF World Cup 
Apurvi Chandela has grabbed a gold, winning the 
women's 10m Air Rifle competition after a closely-fought 
contest at the year's third International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World Cup Rifle and Pistol tournament 
in Munich. 
 

India's Mahesh Mangaonkar wins Sekisui Open 
India's Mahesh Mangaonkar triumphed for the second 
time in the Sekisui Open in Kriens, Switerzland.  
 

China beat Japan to win 2019 Sudirman Cup 
China won the badminton world mixed-team 
championship, Sudirman Cup 2019 in Nanning.  
 

Men's compound team win bronze in Archery World 
Cup 
The men's compound team of Rajat Chauhan, Abhishek 
Verma and Aman Saini earned India a solitary bronze 
medal in the Archery World Cup Stage III at Antalya in 
Turkey.  
 

ISSF World Cup: Saurabh Chaudhary wins 10m Air 
Pistol gold; beats own World record 
India's Saurabh Chaudhary has won 10m Air Pistol Gold  
in ISSF shooting World Cup, in Munich Germany, beating 
his own World Record.  
 

Rahi Sarnobat books Olympic berth for India at ISSF 
WC 
Rahi Sarnobat has booked an Olympic quota place for 
India winning gold in women's 25m pistol event.  
 

FIDE to restore Elo ratings of banned Indian players 
The world chess body, FIDE, has decided to restore the 
Elo ratings of dozens of Indian players, whose ratings 
were banned by the All-India Chess Federation, AICF, 
nearly a decade ago. 
 

'Chacha Cricket' among 5 to get Global Sports Fan 
Award 
Pakistan's 'Chacha Cricket' aka Abdul Jalil along with 
Bangladesh's fan 'Tiger' aka Shoyab Ali and Sri Lanka's 
Gayan Senanayaka are three other global recipients of 
the first ever Global Sports Fan Awards 2019 at one of a 
kind award ceremony to be held in Manchester on  
June 14. 
 

Two Indian super fans Sudhir Kumar Gautam and 
Sugumar Kumar  will also be receiving the award.  
 

Europa League final: Chelsea beat Arsenal 4-1 
Chelsea got the better of its English Premier League rivals 
to win the Europa League final, beating Arsenal 4-1 in the 
Baku Olympic Stadium. 
 

India concludes best ever ISSF WC performance in 
Munich 
India produced their best ever show at the ISSF World 
Cup with a total tally of five gold medals in Munich, 
Germany. India topped the medals tally with five golds and 
a silver.  
 

 

 
 
 

In Japan, end of an era as emperor Akihito steps down  
Emperor Akihito of Japan has formally stepped down, the 
first abdication for 200 years in the world's oldest 
monarchy, as his son Naruhito. 
 

Naruhito takes over and the new era of "Reiwa" which 
means beautiful harmony begins, lasting for as long as he 
reigns. 
 

Russia President Vladimir Putin signs into law  
a sovereign internet bill 
Russia President Vladimir Putin signed into law  
a sovereign internet bill which will allow Russian 
authorities to isolate the country's internet. 
 

International Labour Day is observed on May 1 
International Labor Day or Workers day is observed 
annually on 1 May. It is also known as May Day. 
 

World Bank gives 545 million dollars for cyclone-hit 
southern Africa 
The World Bank will extend more than half-a-billion dollars 
in grants for cyclone-ravaged southern African countries. 
A total of up to 545 million US dollar will be disbursed to 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi - the three countries 
hit by Cyclone Idai in March. 
 

King Maha Vajiralongkorn crowned Rama X of 
Thailand 
Thailand has crowned its new King Maha Vajiralongkorn, 
marking the first ascension of a new monarch in seven 
decades. 
 

May 4th: Coal Miners Day 
Coal Miners Day is observed every year on 4th May to 
highlight the toughest profession and the people working 
in coal mines. 
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Momo-3 is Japan's first private rocket to reach space 
A Japanese aerospace startup has successfully launched 
a small rocket named momo-3, making it the country’s first 
privately developed model to reach outer space.  
 

1 Million Animal And Plant Species Are At Risk Of 
Extinction, U.N. Report Says 
Up to 1 million of the estimated 8 million plant and animal 
species on Earth are at risk of extinction — many of them 
within decades, according to scientists and researchers 
who produced a sweeping U.N. report on how humanity's 
burgeoning growth is putting the world's biodiversity at 
perilous risk. 
 

Avengers: Endgame' crosses $2 billion in record time, 
topples 'Titanic'  
Marvel Studios' 'Avengers: Endgame' has surpassed the 
$2 billion mark in its second weekend, beating the record 
for the fastest film to reach that milestone. This film is now 
the second-highest grossing movie of all time with  
$2.188 billion globally, passing "Titanic" in just 11 days.  
 

NASA's First Planetary Defense Technology 
Demonstration to Collide with Asteroid in 2022  
The Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) – NASA’s 
first mission to demonstrate a planetary defense 
technique – will get one chance to hit its target, the small 
moonlet in the binary asteroid system Didymos. 
 

International Thalassaemia Day, celebrated on  
May 8 every year 
The International Thalassaemia Day, celebrated on  
May 8 every year is a commemoration day in honour of all 
patients with thalassaemia and their wards who never 
gave up despite all odds. 
 

The theme for International Thalassaemia Day 2019 
(ITD2019) is 'Universal access to quality thalassaemia 
healthcare services: Building bridges with and for 
patients.' 
 

Australian Flight Carrier, Qantas Operated World’s 
First Zero-waste Flight 
The Australian flight carrier, Qantas has operated the 
world’s first zero-wastecommercial flight from Sydney to 
Adelaide which disposed of all waste through compost, 
reuse or recycle. 
 

Singapore reports first case of the rare monkeypox 
virus 
Singapore has reported its first case of the rare 
monkeypox virus brought in by a Nigerian man.  
 

Monkeypox typically lasts for two to four weeks, starting 
as a fever and headache and progressing through to small 
bumps called pustules that spread over the body. 
 

Amazon’s Bezos plans to send a spaceship to the 
moon  
Amazon tycoon Jeff Bezos has said that he’s going to 
send a spaceship to the moon. Mr. Bezos said his space 
company Blue Origin will land a robotic ship the size of a 
small house, capable of carrying four rovers and using a 
newly designed rocket engine and souped-up rockets.  
 

Ireland Becomes 2nd Country to Declare Climate 
Emergency 
Ireland has declared a climate emergency in their country, 
to be the second country after Britain to do so. 
 

May 11th: National Technology Day 
National Technology Day is observed every year on 11th 
of May in India. 
 

Facebook Chooses London As Base for WhatsApp 
Payments 
Facebook has chosen London as the centre for the global 
roll-out of WhatsApp pay. 
 

Cannes Film Festival Started in France 
Cannes Film Festival, touted as one of the most 
prestigious international event from the world of cinema, 
has begun in France.  
 

India to co-chair Consultative Group (CG) of Global 
Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery 
(GFDRR) 
India has been unanimously chosen as co-chair of the 
Consultative Group (CG) of Global Facility for Disaster 
Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) for the fiscal year 
2020.  
 

India finds OECD index for services trade faulty  
India has found problems with the current method under 
which the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) ranks countries based on their 
services trade policies, indicating the outcomes are 
biased and counter-intuitive. 
 

India joins global initiative to combat extremism 
online 
India has joined a major global initiative called 
‘Christchurch call to action’ to combat terrorism and 
extremism online and secure the internet.  
 

International Day of Families: 15th May 
In 1993, the General Assembly decided in a resolution 
that 15 May of every year should be observed as The 
International Day of Families. The Theme for 2019 
International Day of Families is “Families and Climate 
Action: Focus on SDG 13″.  
 

Trump unveils merit-based immigration system 
US President Donald Trump has rolled out a merit-based 
immigration system from which foreigners, including 
hundreds and thousands of Indian professionals and 
skilled workers, waiting to get Green Cards or permanent 
legal residency stand to benefit. 
 

International Day of Living Together in Peace 
celebrated on 16th May 
The UN General-Assembly has declared 16 May the 
International Day of Living Together in Peace. 
 

Saudi Arabia approves permanent residency for first 
time 
The Saudi government has approved for the first time a 
scheme called  "Privileged Iqama" system that gives 
permanent residency to certain expatriates, allowing them 
to own real estate in the kingdom and reside with their 
families without a Saudi sponsor. 
 

In a first for Asia, Taiwan Bill legalises same-sex 
marriages 
Taiwan’s Parliament legalised same-sex marriage in a 
landmark first for Asia. Lawmakers comfortably passed a 
Bill allowing same-sex couples to form “exclusive 
permanent unions” and another clause that would let them 
apply for a “marriage registration” with government 
agencies. 
 

World Telecommunication and Information Society 
Day 17 May 
World Telecommunication Day is celebrated on May 17 
every year which highlights the role of Information and 
Communication Technology in today’s world. 
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UAE to celebrate World Day for Cultural Diversity on 
May 21 
On 21st May, the UAE will celebrate World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development to 
highlight its efforts in promoting tolerance and cultural 
diversity.  
 

South Korea vows to send aid to North quickly 
South Korea has vowed to move quickly on its plans to 
provide 8 million US Dollar worth of humanitarian aid to 
North Korea through international organizations. It is also 
considering sending food to its northern neighbour which 
is suffering its worst drought in decades. 
 

World Metrology Day observed on May 20 
World Metrology Day is observed on 20th of May every 
year celebrating the International System of Units. The 
date is the anniversary of the signing of the Metre 
Convention in 1875 .  
 

The theme for World Metrology Day 2019 is The 
International System of Units – Fundamentally better. 
 

International Day for Biological Diversity observed on 
May 22 
The International Day for Biological Diversity (or World 
Biodiversity Day) is observed on May 22 every year.  
 

Australia, Japan, South Korea and US kick off 
inaugural Pacific Vanguard naval exercise near Guam 
The United States, Japan, South Korea and Australia 
have kicked off “first-of-its-kind” naval drill exercise named 
“Pacific Vanguard” near Guam.  
 

Algeria and Argentina are officially malaria-free, says 
World Health Organization 
The World Health Organization (WHO) said that malaria 
has been eliminated from Algeria and Argentina, which is 
an important milestone in fighting the mosquito-borne 
disease. 
 

U.S. charges Julian Assange with violating Espionage 
Act  
The USA charged WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange with 
violating the US Espionage Act by publishing military and 
diplomatic files in 2010, rejecting his claim that he is a 
journalist. 
 

Ireland votes overwhelmingly to relax strict divorce 
law 
Ireland has voted by an overwhelming majority to relax its 
constitutional restriction on divorce.  
 

NASA unveils schedule for ‘Artemis’ 2024 Moon 
mission 
NASA unveiled the calendar for the “Artemis” program 
that will return astronauts to the Moon for the first time in 
half a century, including eight scheduled launches and a 
mini-station in lunar orbit by 2024.  
 

India elected to Executive Board of first UN-Habitat 
Assembly 
India has been elected to the Executive Board of the first 
UN-Habitat Assembly at the Plenary Session of the 
Assembly which started in Nairobi, Kenya.  
 

India among countries where women face most 
violence by partner  
Global estimates published by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) indicate that about 1 in 3 (35%) 
women worldwide have experienced either physical 

and/or sexual intimate partner violence or non-partner 
sexual violence in their lifetime.   
 

Particularly in India, the intimate partner violence is the 
highest at 37.7% in the WHO South-East Asia region. 
 

Sri Lanka signs tripartite agreement with India and 
Japan  
Sri Lanka has signed a tripartite agreement with India and 
Japan for development of eastern terminal of Colombo 
port.  
 

The World Health Organization officially recognizes 
workplace ‘burnout’ as an occupational phenomenon 
The World Health Organisation has for the first time 
recognised "burn-out" in its International Classification of 
Diseases (ICD), which is widely used as a benchmark for 
diagnosis and health insurers. 
 

Plastic waste dumped in Malaysia will be returned to 
UK, US and others 
Malaysia will return 450 tonnes of contaminated plastic 
waste to the countries that shipped it, in a refusal to 
become a dumping ground for the world's trash.  The 
plastic was shipped from the US, the UK, Australia, Japan, 
China, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, the Netherlands and 
Singapore. 
 

Scientists give the thumbs-up for Anthropocene 
epoch  
A 34-member panel of the Anthropocene Working Group 
(AWG) voted 29-4 in favour of designating a new 
geological epoch called-the Anthropocene. This vote 
signals the end of the Holocene Epoch, which began 
11,700 years ago. 
 

US-UAE defense agreement comes into force 
The United States and the United Arab Emirates have 
announced that mutual defence cooperation agreement 
(DCA) has come into force, amid increasing tensions 
between USA and Iran. 
 

US removes India from its currency monitoring list 
The USA administration removed India from its currency 
monitoring list of major trading partners after certain 
developments and steps were taken by India to avert 
concerns surrounding foreign exchange irregularities. 
 

Switzerland is the other nation that has been removed by 
the US from its currency monitoring list. 
 

International Day of UN Peacekeepers being observed 
on May 29 
The International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers is 
being observed on May 29th every year.  
 

The theme this year is “Protecting Civilians, Protecting 
Peace”. 
 

India, U.K. in talks to build a naval supercarrier:  
The United Kingdom is in talks with the Indian government 
on building a new state-of-the-art aircraft carrier along the 
lines of Britain’s HMS Queen Elizabeth as part of the 
ongoing ‘Make in India’ negotiations. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


