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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (SEPTEMBER 2019) 
 
 
 
 

Iran rules out bilateral talks with US 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has ruled out holding 
any bilateral talks with the United States. He also 
threatened to further cut Iran's commitments to a nuclear 
deal within days. 
 

British Parliament rejects PM Boris Johnson's 
proposal to hold general election next month 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson faced a double 
defeat in the House of Commons after MPs turned down 
his motion for a general election on October 15.  
The motion calling for the vote fell far short of the required 
434 super majority to pass.  
 

Chief Executive of Hong Kong announces to withdraw 
extradition bill 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong, Carrie Lam has said she 
will withdraw the controversial extradition bill which 
triggered three months of unprecedented pro-democracy 
rallies in the country 
 

Modi launches Act Far East Policy for Russia; 
announces $1 bn support  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched 'Act Far East' 
policy and asserted that India will walk shoulder-to-
shoulder with Russia in its development of the Far East as 
he announced a $ one billion line of credit for the 
development of the resource-rich region.  
 

Sudan new premier unveils first post-Bashir cabinet 
In Sudan, country's new Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok 
has unveiled the first cabinet since veteran leader Omar 
al-Bashir's overthrow. 
 

The 18-member cabinet includes four women. 
 

British parliament rejects PM Johnson's call for early 
elections for 2nd time 
British Member of Parliament rejected a second attempt 
by Prime Minister Boris Johnson to call an early election 
to break the Brexit deadlock. 
 

British Parliament suspended till October 14  
UK Parliament has officially been suspended or prorogued 
for five weeks, with MPs not due back until 14 October.  
 

New Italian govt wins confidence vote in upper house 
of parliament 
In Italy, the new government won a confidence vote in the 
upper house of parliament. The coalition of the anti-
establishment Five Star Movement and centre-left 
Democratic Party (PD), led by Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte, won the support of 169 MPs. 
 

Algeria to hold Presidential election on Dec 12 
Algeria will hold the Presidential election on December 12. 
Abdelkader Bensalah, is the interim successor of ailing 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who resigned in April 
following mass protests. 
 

South African emissaries to calm xenophobia fears  
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has sent high-
ranking emissaries on a mission to reassure African 
countries after a wave of xenophobic attacks.  
 

At least 12 people have been killed in the surge of mob 
violence targeting foreign-owned businesses and homes, 
mainly in and around Johannesburg since the start of the 
month. 
 

Saudi Arabia oil and gas production reduced by drone 
strikes 
Saudi Arabia has cut oil and gas production following 
drone attacks on two major oil facilities run by state-owned 
company Aramco. The strikes had reduced crude oil 
production by 5.7m barrels a day - about half the 
kingdom's output. 
 

Sri Lanka to hold presidential election on November 16  
Sri Lanka's Election Commission Chairman Mahinda 
Deshapriya has said that its will hold presidential election 
on November 16, 2019.  
 

Israel election: PM Netanyahu, rival tied as majority 
votes counted 
Israel's ruling Likud party and its main rival Blue and White 
party are tied at 32 seats each, putting the country's 
longest serving Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on  
a shaky ground with his right-wing bloc falling five short of 
a majority in the 120-member Parliament. 
 

Pakistan fails to get support of a single country on 
Kashmir issue at UNHRC meeting 
Pakistan once again faced a major embarrassment over 
its stand on Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan attempts at 
pushing through a resolution in United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) against India with regards to 
alleged human rights violation in Kashmir fell flat as it did 
not get support of even one country.  
 

US Prez Trump approves deployment of US forces to 
Saudi Arabia, UAE 
US President Donald Trump has approved the 
deployment of US forces to Saudi Arabia and UAE in the 
wake of attacks on the Saudi oil infrastructure. The 
deployment would be defensive in nature with focus on air 
and missile defence. 
 

Tens of thousands join massive global climate 
protests ahead of UN summit 
Tens of thousands of protesters joined rallies as a day of 
worldwide demonstrations calling for action against 
climate change began ahead of a United Nations Summit 
in New York. 
 

‘Howdy, Modi!’: India-US dosti flag replaces US seal 
from presidential lectern 
In a rare departure from tradition and reflective of growing 
India-US friendship, the Trump administration replaced 
the presidential seal with an “India-US dosti flag” emblem 
from the presidential lectern.  
 

Russia gives formal support to Paris climate 
agreement 
Russian Prime minister Dmitry Medvedev has gave formal 
support to the Paris climate agreement and ordered 
Russian laws to be adapted to its obligation. 
 

PM calls for comprehensive approach to avert climate 
crisis 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called for 
comprehensive approach to avert climate crisis. Speaking 
at the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York. 
 

Boris Johnson's suspension of parliament unlawful, 
supreme court rules 
The supreme court of UK has ruled that Boris Johnson’s 
advice to the Queen that parliament should be prorogued 
for five weeks at the height of the Brexit crisis was 
unlawful. 
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Modi pitches for India’s NSG entry  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made a pitch for India’s 
membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) in 
New York, as he addressed a largely business gathering 
in the Bloomberg Global Business Forum where he 
delivered the keynote address. 
 

India offers aid to Pacific island nations  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a  
$150 million line of credit to the group of Pacific island 
nations for undertaking solar, renewable energy and 
climate related projects based on their requirement. 
 

US House begins Trump impeachment inquiry over 
call to Ukraine leader 
Democrats in the US House of Representatives have 
launched a formal impeachment inquiry into President 
Donald Trump, accusing him of seeking foreign help to smear 
Democratic rival Joe Biden ahead of next year's election. 
 

Israel's President asks Netanyahu to try to form new 
govt 
Israel's President Reuven Rivlin has asked Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to try to form a new government 
after September 17's deadlocked elections. The President 
has mandated the task to Netanyahu after his initial 
attempts at negotiating a unity deal between the Prime 
Minister and his main challenger Benny Gantz failed. 
 

Bangladesh, Myanmar & China to form tripartite 
mechanism for Rohingya Repatriation 
Bangladesh, Myanmar and China have agreed to form  
a tripartite joint working mechanism to oversee the 
repatriation process of Rohingyas to Myanmar.  
The proposal was mooted by China which was also 
agreed to by Myanmar and Bangladesh.  
 

US to send radar, Patriot missiles to Saudi Arabia  
The United States Department of Defense Pentagon 
plans to send four radar systems, a battery of Patriot 
missiles and about 200 support personnel to bolster Saudi 
Arabia's defenses after the largest-ever attack on the 
kingdom's oil facilities this month. 
 

Afghanistan goes to polls to elect a new President 
Afghanistan will vote for their next President amid tight 
security, following a bloody, two-month election campaign 
that has been marred by repeated attacks across 
Afghanistan.  
 

 

 
 
 

P.K. Sinha appointed as Officer on Special Duty in 
PMO 
Former Cabinet Secretary PK Sinha was appointed as 
OSD in the PMO after Nripendra Misra's request to be 
relieved as Principal Secretary was accepted by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
 

IIT Kharagpur, Amazon Join Hands to Develop 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Portal 
In a bid to promote learning and development of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Kharagpur announced a collaboration with Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) to develop a National Artificial 
Intelligence Resource Portal (NAIRP) platform. 
 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act 2019 comes into 
force 
The amended provisions of the Motor Vehicle 
(Amendment) Act, 2019, which hike the penalty for traffic 
rules violation, has come into effect from 1st September. 
 

As many as 63 clauses of the Act, which correspond to 
increase in penalty/fine for traffic rule violation, has come 
into force. 
 

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu dedicates country's 
longest electrified rail tunnel to nation 
In Andhra Pradesh, Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu  
dedicated the country's longest electrified rail tunnel 
between Cherlopalli and Rapuru and the electrified 
railway line between Venkatachalam and Obulavaripalli. 
The length of the rail tunnel is 6.6 kilometre. 
 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Kerala and 2 other states get 
new governors 
Former Uttarakhand Chief Minister  Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari has been appointed as the new Governor of 
Maharashtra while former Union Minister Arif Mohammed 
Khan will take the responsibility of Kerala governor. 
 

Bandaru Dattatraya will be the new Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh in place of Kalraj Mishra who has been given the 
charge of Governor of Rajasthan. 
 

Former Tamil Nadu BJP chief, Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan 
is the new Governor of Telangana. 
 

September month to be celebrated as 'Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah' 
The entire month of September beginning today will be 
celebrated as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah. This year the 
theme is Complementary Feeding.  
 

NRIs to get Aadhaar sans 180-day wait in 3 months  
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has 
said its systems will be ready within three months to offer 
the facility of issuing Aadhaar cards to NRIs with Indian 
passports without the mandatory 180 days waiting period, 
as announced in the Budget. 
 

Health Ministry legislation over violence against 
doctors 
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has proposed 
a legislation to address the issue of violence against 
healthcare professionals and damage to property of 
clinical establishments across the country. 
 

A legislation titled "The Healthcare Service Personnel and 
Clinical Establishments (Prohibition of violence and 
damage to property) Bill, 2019" has been prepared. 
 

Eight Apache attack helicopters to be inducted into 
IAF at Pathankot  
In a major boost to the Indian Air Force's combat capabilities, 
eight US-made Apache AH-64E attack helicopters are set to 
be inducted into the IAF on September 3. 
 

Russia to train Indian astronauts  
India and Russia are stepping up cooperation in the space 
sector with Moscow extending help in 4-5 critical areas of 
India’s ambitious manned mission to space, Gaganyaan. 
This includes training of Indian astronauts at Russian 
facilities beginning later this year. 
 

Cabinet approves higher procurement price for 
ethanol  
The Union Cabinet has approved a higher procurement 
price for ethanol purchased by oil marketing companies for 
the ethanol blended petrol (EBP) programme, which will 
come into effect from December 1 for a period of one year. 
 

COP14, United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification underway at Greater Noida 
The 14th Conference of Parties, COP14 to United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification is underway at 
Greater Noida.  
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India, Russia sign 15 agreements 
India and Russia signed 15 agreements taking bilateral 
cooperation to a new high at the 20th annual summit in 
Vladivostok, Russia. 
 

India, Pak agree to visa-free travel of Indian pilgrims 
for Kartarpur Sahib Corridor 
India and Pakistan have agreed to visa-free travel of 
Indian pilgrims, without any restrictions based on their 
faith for the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor.  
 

Over 6,000 Railway Station to be equipped with free 
Wi-Fi facilities by end of September 
More than six thousand Railway Station will be equipped 
with free Wi-Fi facilities by the end of this month.  
 

RailTel has taken a lead in providing fast Wi-Fi for the use 
of passengers. 
 

CBI's 1st national conference on cybercrime 
investigation inaugurated 
CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla has inaugurated the  
1st National Conference on Cyber Crime Investigation and 
Cyber Forensics at CBI Headquarters in New Delhi. 
 

Indo-Lanka maritime fleet exercise - SLINEX 2019  
The annual Joint Indo-Lanka maritime fleet exercise - 
SLINEX 2019 is was held at the port of Visakhapatnam. 
 

Institute of Eminence tag for five institutes 
The Human Resource Development Ministry has awarded 
the status of Institute of Eminence to the IIT-Madras, the 
IIT-Kharagpur, Delhi University, Benares Hindu University 
and the University of Hyderabad. 
 

Four private universities — the Vellore Institute of 
Technology, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Jamia 
Hamdard University and the Kalinga Institute of Industrial 
Technology — were issued Letters of Intent to grant them 
the status.  
 

Govt. launches campaign to promote ‘eat right 
movement’ 
The Union health ministry under Dr Harsh Vardhan 
launched an aligned ‘Poshan Maah’ (nutrition campaign) 
to promote healthy eating. 
 

New CBI unit to help investigators share info  
Union Minister of State Jitendra Singh has said  
a Centralised Technology Vertical (CTV) would be set up 
under the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) at a cost 
of Rs. 99 crore to facilitate real-time information sharing 
with investigators across the country. 
 

India, South Korea sign two major agreements 
India and South Korea have signed two major agreements 
to further defence educational exchanges and extend 
logistical support to each other’s Navies. 
 

Lander Vikram of Chandrayaan-2 loses its 
communication minutes before soft landing 
The lander of the lunar craft Chandrayaan 2 has gone 
incommunicado just minutes before its planned softlanding 
near the moon's South Pole early this morning. 
 

Vijay Kumar Chopra elected PTI Chairman  
Vijay Kumar Chopra, Chief Editor of the Punjab Kesari 
Group of newspapers, was unanimously elected 
Chairman of Press Trust of India (PTI), the country’s 
premier news agency. 
 

Vineet Jain, Managing Director of Bennett, Coleman and 
Company Limited (BCCL), the publisher of Times of India, 
was elected Vice-Chairman. 
 

Prepare plan for protection of the Great Indian 
Bustard: NGT  
Noting the high mortality rate of the Great Indian Bustard, 
the National Green Tribunal has directed the Centre to 
prepare a time-bound action plan within two months for 
protection of the birds. 
 

Mini Conclave of First Investor Summit-2019 is held in 
Leh 
After abrogation of Article 370 and 35A, the Mini Conclave 
of First Jammu and Kashmir Investor Summit-2019 is held 
in Leh.  
 

Actor-dance master Veeru Krishnan passes away 
Bollywood actor and dance master Veeru Krishnan 
passed away in Mumbai. 
 

PM Modi launches indigenously-built coach for 
Mumbai metro 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched an indigenously-
built metro coach to be used by the upcoming Mumbai 
metro network. 
 

Govt to spend Rs 3.5 lakh crore on Jal Jeevan Mission 
in 5 years 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that the 
central government will spend 3.5 lakh crore rupees in the 
next five years on ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ to deliver potable 
water at every household across the country. 
 

Three Animal Species in India Extinct Due to 
Desertification: Researchers 
According to some researchers three animal species 
namely Indian Cheetah, pink-headed duck and Great 
Indian Bustard have become extinct due to desertification 
in India.  
 

Chandrayaan-2 orbiter locates Lander Vikram on 
surface of moon 
In a significant development relating to the lunar mission 
Chandrayaan-2, the Lander Vikram has been located on 
the surface of the moon. 
 

Noted lawyer & former union minister Ram 
Jethmalani passes away 
Noted lawyer and former Union Minister Ram Jethmalani 
passed away at his residence in New Delhi. 
 

Centre asks States to identify accident-prone spots  
The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has 
issued new guidelines to State governments for 
identifying accident black spots on national highways and 
rectifying them and has urged them to give “special 
attention in a strictly time-bound manner” to the issue. 
 

India to raise target of restoring degraded land to  
26 million hectares by 2030: PM 
India will raise the target of restoring land with degraded 
status from 21 million hectares to 26 million by 2030. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said this while addressing the  
14th Conference of Parties (COP14) of the UN Convention 
to Combat Desertification(UNCCD) in Greater Noida. 
 

India, Iceland sign agreements 
India and Iceland signed agreements to enhance 
cooperation in the field of sustained fisheries development 
and organise cultural exchange programme between 
2019 and 2022.  
 

Centre sets up 3-member panel to oversee bifurcation 
of J&K into two Union Territories 
Centre has set up a three-member panel to oversee the 
bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union 
Territories. The committee will look into the distribution of 
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assets and liabilities of Jammu and Kashmir between two 
successor Union territories, which will come into existence 
on 31st of October this year. 
 

The committee headed by Former Defence Secretary 
Sanjay Mitra. 
 

PM inaugurates India's second Multi-Modal Terminal 
in Jharkhand 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi opened India’s second 
riverine Multi-Modal terminal (MMT) built at Sahibganj in 
Jharkhand. 
 

The terminal at Sahibganj will open up industries of 
Jharkhand and Bihar to the global market and provide 
Indo-Nepal cargo connectivity through waterways route. 
 

PM Modi to launch National Animal Disease Control 
Programme 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch today the 
National Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP) 
for eradicating the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and 
Brucellosis in the livestock from Mathura in Uttar Pradesh.  
 

IAF resurrects 17 Squadron 'Golden Arrows' for 
Rafale 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) has resurrected the Air Force 
Station Ambala-based 17 Squadron 'Golden Arrows', 
which will operate the first squadron of Rafale fighter jets 
in the near future.  
 

P.K. Mishra appointed Principal Secretary to Prime 
Minister  
Pramod Kumar Mishra has been appointed as the new 
Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
effective September 11. He will replace Nripendra Misra. 
 

Man portable anti-tank guided missile successfully 
flight tested: Defence Ministry  
Indigenously-developed Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided 
Missile (MPATGM) was successfully tested by the 
Defence Research Development Organization in Andhra 
Pradesh's Kurnool. 
 

Indian Army to hold ‘HimVijay’ from October  
The Indian Army is scheduled to conduct a major Exercise 
‘HimVijay’ beginning October in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Assam with its newly created Integrated Battle Groups 
(IBG) involving 15,000 troops. 
 

Srivilliputtur ‘palkova’ set to get GI tag 
The famous Srivilliputtur palkova, a sweet made from cow 
milk and sugar, is set to get the Geographical Indication (GI) 
tag from the Geographical Indications Registry in Chennai. 
 

India begins exporting bulletproof jackets to over  
100 countries 
India has begun exporting bulletproof jackets as per its 
own standards to over 100 countries including European 
nations. India is the fourth country after the US, UK and 
Germany to have its own national standard on the 
bulletproof jacket which provides 360-degree protection. 
 

PM Modi launches Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana for small, 
marginal farmers 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana at Ranchi in Jharkhand. 
This Scheme will secure the lives of Small and Marginal 
Farmers by providing a pension of 3,000 rupees per 
month to those who attain 60 years of age. 
 

DRDO Hands Over Second Netra AEW&CS System  
To Indian Air Force 
In a boost to India’s air borne surveillance capability, the 
Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) 

has handed over the second Netra Airborne Early 
Warning and Control System (AEW&CS) system to the 
Indian Air Force (IAF). 
 

India, Thailand joint military exercise from September 16 
India and Thailand are all set to organize Joint Military 
Exercise MAITREE-2019 at Foreign Training Node, Umroi 
(Meghalaya) from 16-29 Sep 2019.  
 

14th September - Hindi Divas 
Hindi Divas is celebrated on 14 September as on this day 
the Constituent Assembly of India had adopted Hindi 
written in Devanagri script in 1949 as the official language 
of the Republic of India. 
 

NGT forms committee to stop illegal groundwater 
extraction 
Expressing concern over depleting groundwater levels, 
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has set up  
a committee to formulate steps required to prevent its 
unauthorized extraction. 
 

UNESCO to publish anthology of Guru Nanak Dev's 
writing in world languages 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) has decided to translate and 
publish an anthology of the writings of Guru Nanak Dev in 
world languages to mark his 550th birth anniversary. 
 

Satya Nadella's father ex-bureaucrat BN Yugandhar 
passes away at the age of 82 
Former bureaucrat and Secretary to the PMO,  
B.N. Yugandhar passed away.  
 

B.N. Yugandhar was the father of Microsoft’s present 
Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella. 
 

I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar flagged off Jaldoot 
vehicle in Pune 
Union Minister for Environment and Forest and 
Information & Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar flagged 
off a Jaldoot vehicle a travelling exhibition in Pune, 
Maharashtra. The van carrying the ‘SAVE WATER’ 
message will travel to different parts of the state. 
 

Ravi Shankar Prasad launches maritime 
communication services in India 
Union Minister for Communications, Electronics & 
Information Technology and Law & Justice Ravi Shankar 
Prasad has launched the Maritime Communication 
Services at Mumbai, Maharashtra.  
 

Rajasthan launches ‘Jan Soochna Portal’ 
The state government of Rajasthan launched ‘Jan 
Soochna Portal’, a portal for quick access to information 
on government departments. 
 

Rajasthan has now become first state in country  
to provide information about a dozen departments on  
a single platform. 
 

Survey of India to deploy 300 drones for mapping 
country  
The Survey of India (SoI) which was tasked with mapping 
of the country will for the first time rely on drones to map 
the country.  
 

The organization aims to procure about 300 drones for the 
gargantuan exercise. 
 

At 60, Doordarshan basks in nostalgia  
Doordarshan turned 60 on Sunday bringing back 
memories of a golden period when entertainment in the 
country revolved around serials such as Mahabharata, 
Fauji and Malgudi Days.  
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Government-funded NGOs come under RTI ambit, 
says SC  
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) which are 
substantially financed by the union government fall within 
the ambit of the Right to Information Act, the Supreme 
Court held in a judgment. 
 

Indian successfully flight-tested indigenous air-to-air 
missile ''Astra'' 
Indian Air Force has successfully flight-tested air-to-air 
missile Astra off the coast of Odisha. The missile was 
launched from a Sukhoi Su-30 MKI combat aircraft on 
Monday as a part of user trial.  
 

Poshan Maah: Govt giving special attention to  
250 Districts where malnutrition level is higher than 
national average 
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman and Chairman of the National 
Nutrition Mission Dr Rajiv Kumar has said, during the 
ongoing Poshan Maah, the union government is giving 
special attention to those 250 Districts of the country where 
the malnutrition level is higher than the national average.  
 

Union Minister Gehlot launches MIS portal under 
Accessible India Campaign 
Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thaawarchand Gehlot  has launched the Management 
Information System (MIS) portal for stakeholders of the 
Accessible India Campaign (AIC). 
 

Jal Shakti Ministry mulls to develop National Water 
Museum 
Jal Shakti Ministry has taken an initiative to develop 
National Water Museum to raise awareness among 
people on conservation of the natural resource. 
 

Prasar Bharati funded documentary ‘Moti Bagh’ 
nominated for Oscars 
A short movie made with the financial assistance from Prasar 
Bharati has been nominated for Oscars. The movie "Moti 
Bagh" revolving around the life and hard work of an 
octogenarian farmer from Uttarakhand has been directed by a 
three time national award winner Nirmal Chandra Dandariyal.  
 

Cabinet approves 78-day bonus for Railway 
employees 
The Union Cabinet has approved 78-day wages as 
productivity-liked bonus to over 11.52 lakh railway 
employees for the financial year 2018-19, a move that is 
expected to encourage employees and improve their 
productivity. 
 

ISRO, DRDO join hands for Gaganyaan project  
The human space mission of ISRO will get a boost with 
the DRDO joining hands to jointly develop systems that 
will aid and enhance flight capabilities. ISRO is on course 
to its target of sending Indian astronauts to space by  
2022 under the ‘Gaganyaan’ project, which entails an 
investment of ₹10,000 crore. 
 

SC sets October 18 deadline for completion of 
Ayodhya hearing 
The Supreme Court of India had set 18th October as  
a deadline for the conclusion of hearings in the Ram-
Janmabhoomi Babri Masjid land dispute case. 
 

President gives assent to ordinance banning  
e-cigarettes 
President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent for 
promulgation of the ordinance to ban e-cigarettes.  
The ordinance was approved by the Union Cabinet which 
bans production, import, distribution and sale of electronic 
cigarettes. 
 

SC gets four new judges taking total strength to 
highest-ever of 34 
Four Chief Justices of High Courts have been appointed 
as the Supreme Court judges. With this, the total strength 
of the Apex court has gone up to the highest ever number 
of 34. 
 

India, Mongolia to explore space together  
India and Mongolia have signed MoUs on space 
cooperation and disaster management that will provide a 
new dimension to the India-Mongolia strategic partnership.   
 

Transport Ministry issues SOP for transport-related 
information presented in e-form 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has issued 
detailed Standard Operating Procedure-SOP for 
acceptance of Driving License, Registration Certificate 
and other transport related information presented in 
electronic form. 
 

Shah holds North Zonal Council meet  
The 29th Northern Zonal Council meeting saw member 
States deliberating on issues such as drug addiction, 
water sharing, rehabilitation of dam oustees and hurdles 
post the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax. 
 

DoNER Ministry approves more than 200 projects 
worth Rs 3,000 cr 
DoNER(Development of North Eastern Region) Ministry 
has approved more than 200 projects worth Rs.3,000 
crores in the Entire North East including ASSAM. 
 

Madhukar Kamath to head ABC  
Madhukar Kamath, Chairman Emeritus of DDB Mudra  
Pvt Ltd, was unanimously elected Chairman of Audit 
Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the year 2019-2020.  
 

Aadhaar will be linked with driving licence, says 
Ravishankar Prasad 
Union IT and Communication Minister Ravishankar 
Prasad has said that Driving Licence will be linked with 
Aadhaar card to check forgery. 
 

Govt launches ‘UMMID’ initiative to tackle inherited 
genetic diseases of newborn babies 
Science and Technology and Health Minister Dr Harsh 
Vardhan has launched ‘UMMID’ initiative to tackle 
inherited genetic diseases of newborn babies. 
 

Dr Vardhan further emphasized on the use of cutting edge 
scientific technology and molecular medicine for 
extending Universal Health Coverage for all. 
 

HM Amit Shah says 2021 Census will be a digital 
exercise 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the process 
of a Pen-Paper Census will be transformed to a digital 
census in the upcoming census exercise by using the 
latest technology.  
 

Centre increases pension to families of deceased 
govt employees who served less than 7 years 
The Centre has notified amendments to grant enhanced 
pension to families of government employees dying after 
serving less than seven years. The amended pension 
rules will apply to families of all government employees, 
including those of Central Armed Police Forces personnel. 
 

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh commissions ICGS 
Varaha 
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh has formally 
commissioned the Indian Coast Guard offshore patrol 
vessel ‘Varaha’ at the Chennai Port Trust.  
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Ponung Doming Becomes First Female Lieutenant 
Colonel from Arunachal 
Army officer Ponung Doming became the first woman 
officer from Arunachal Pradesh to be elevated to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Indian Army.  
 

Indo-US military drill: Tiger Triumph off Andhra Coast 
in November 
India and the United States are set to hold their first tri-services 
exercise code-named “Tiger Triumph” at Visakhapatnam and 
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh in November 2019.  
 

Amit Shah Launches Portal for Private Security 
Agency Licensing 
The Union Home Minister Amit Shah has launched  
a single-window system ‘Private Security Agency 
Licensing Portal’. The single-window system will be used 
for issuing licenses to private security agencies. 
 

President of India Inaugurates 6th India Water  
Week-2019 
President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the sixth “India 
Water Week-2019” being organized with the theme of 
‘Water cooperation-coping with 21st-century challenge’ at 
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi.  
 

TB cases increased by 16% in India in 2018 
According to the 'India TB Report 2019', India had 
witnessed a 16 per cent increase in the number of 
tuberculosis cases reported in 2018 against the previous 
year's figure of 18 lakh.   
 

In 2018, 21.5 lakh TB cases were notified to the Revised 
National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP). 
 

NGT slams MoEF for delay in issuing notification to 
ban RO purifiers  
The National Green Tribunal has rapped the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF) for the delay in issuing 
a notification to ban RO purifiers where total dissolved 
solids (TDS) in water are below 500 milligrams per litre.  
 

Drug regulator cautions against over-the-counter use 
of ranitidine 
Indian doctors have advised patients here to avoid over-
the-counter (OTC) use of popular antacid ranitidine, 
following concerns over its contamination by cancer-
causing substances. 
 

Kashmir’s saffron crop gets GI tag  
Kashmir Saffron got international recognition when 
Consultative Committee in New Delhi accepted the 
Geographic Indication (GI) registration for Kashmir Saffron.  
 

Pranab Mukherjee releases Swamy's book on 
economy  
Former president Pranab Mukherjee has released a book 
titled 'Reset: Regaining India's Economic Legacy', written 
by BJP MP Subramanian Swamy that tracks the country's 
economic development over the years and offers 
solutions for future growth. 
 

India, Nepal, Bhutan to count tigers in high altitude  
With studies earlier this year reporting the presence of 
tigers in high altitude regions in India, experts from India, 
Nepal and Bhutan – under the aegis of their governments 
– will next year begin a detailed assessment on how 
entrenched tigers are, in these regions. 
 

Chandrayaan’s Vikram had hard landing, says U.S. 
space agency  
U.S. space agency National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) has officially said the moon lander 
Vikram had a hard landing and that its own orbiting 

spacecraft could not get clear pictures of Vikram’s crash 
site during its recent flyover. 
 

10-year sanitation plan to focus on waste 
management  
The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation 
(DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, has launched the 10 Year 
Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029), which focus on 
sustaining the sanitation behavior change that has been 
achieved under the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen 
(SBM-G), ensuring that no one is left behind, and 
increasing access to solid and liquid waste management.  
 

Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
 

Rawat takes over as head of tri-services committee  
Indian Army Chief General Bipin Rawat has took charge 
as Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) from 
outgoing IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa.  
 

IITs to offer exit option for B.Tech students  
Students of the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) who 
find a B.Tech programme too difficult may soon be 
allowed to exit after one year into a less stressful three-
year degree programme instead.  
 

INS Nilgiri, Navy's India-Made Stealth Frigate, 
Launched For Sea Trials 
Stealth frigate INS Nilgiri, the first ship of the P-17A 
frigates, was launched at the dockyard of the Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) in Mumbai. 
 

Hany Abu-Assad to head 2019 MAMI international jury  
Academy award-nominated Palestinian-Dutch filmmaker, 
Hany Abu-Assad will head the international competition 
jury at the forthcoming Jio MAMI 21st Mumbai Film 
Festival with Star.  
 

As prices soar, Centre bans onion exports  
In the light of skyrocketing prices, the government has 
prohibited onion exports until further notice and imposed 
limits on the stocks that can be held to prevent hoarding.  
 

Dawood Ibrahim, Hafiz Saeed, Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi 
and Masood Azhar declared terrorists under UAPA 
India's most wanted Dawood Ibrahim, Hafiz Saeed, Zaki-
ur-Rahman Lakhvi and Masood Azhar have been 
declared terrorists under the recently amended - Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act. They have been 
declared individual terrorists under the amended terror 
law by the government. 
 

UN chief appoints Indian Army veteran Abhijit Guha 
as head of Hodeidah mission 
United Nations Secretary-General has appointed 
Lieutenant General (Retired) Abhijit Guha as the head of 
the UN mission in Hodeidah, Yemen. 
 

IAF officer Anjali Singh becomes India’s first woman 
defence attaché  
Wing Commander Anjali Singh has become the first 
woman in the country’s military history to be posted in any 
Indian mission abroad, with the Indian Air Force sending 
her to Moscow as a deputy air attaché. 
 

Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria appointed as new Air Chief 
Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria will be the 
next chief of Indian Air force. He will take charge from the 
incumbent Chief Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa on 30th of 
September.  
 

Eighth edition of Ladakh Marathon held in Leh 
The eighth edition of Ladakh Marathon was held today, in 
Leh. It is the highest marathon in the world as it is held at 
over 11, 000 feet above the mean sea level. 
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BANKING & ECONOMY 

NATIONAL 

India joins global antimicrobial resistance research 
hub 
India has joined the Global Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) Research and Development (R & D) hub as a new 
member. 
 
 

 
 
 
CBDT constitutes five-member "Startup Cell" for 
startups 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes has announced the 
creation of a five-member special cell "Startup Cell" for 
startups. The "Startup Cell" will address the grievances of 
the startups with relation to angel tax and other tax-related 
issues.  
 

Income Tax department made history with an all time 
high record of 49 lakh 29 thousand and 121 ITRs filed 
in a single day  
The Income Tax department has made history with a 
quantum jump in the e-filing of Income–Tax Returns 
(ITRs) with an all time high record of 49 lakh 29 thousand 
and 121 ITRs filed in a single day on 31st August 2019.  
 

ECL Finance Ltd and Central Bank of India entered 
into an agreement to co-lend to MSMEs 
ECL Finance Ltd, a subsidiary of Edelweiss Financial 
Services, and Central Bank of India have signed an 
agreement for priority sector lending to Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprise (MSME) customers.  
 

China lodges WTO trade complaint against US 
China has lodged a complaint against the United States 
with the World Trade Organization (WTO), a day after new 
tariffs imposed by Washington on billions of dollars of 
Chinese goods came into force. 
 

Steering Committee on Fintech related issues 
submits report to FM Sitharaman 
A government constituted Steering Committee on Fintech 
(Financial Technology) related issues has submitted its 
report to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. It has 
recommended for putting in place a comprehensive legal 
framework for consumer protection keeping in mind the 
rise of Fintech and digital services.  
 

GST collections drop to six-month low of  
₹98,202 crore in August  
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenues slid to a six-
month low of ₹98,202 crore in August 2019.  
 

IDBI Bank to be recapitalised with infusion from govt, 
LIC 
The Union Cabinet has cleared recapitalization of IDBI 
Bank with a one-time infusion of funds by both the 
government and the LIC. It has approved 9,000 crore 
capital infusion into IDBI Bank, including 4,557 crores by 
the government as one-time re-capitalisation. 
 

India among top 10 nations in gold reserves  
India has pipped the Netherlands to move into the list of 
top ten countries in terms of total gold reserves. According 
to the World Gold Council, India has gold reserves 
totalling 618.2 tonnes, which is marginally higher than the 
Netherlands’ reserves of 612.5 tonnes. 
 

U.S. leads the country list with total gold reserves of 
8,133.5 tonnes followed by Germany with 3,366.8 tonnes.   
 

The IMF is ranked third with a holding of 2,451.8 tonnes, 
spot. 
 

Crisil cuts FY20 growth forecast to 6.3%, expects 
‘mild’ pick-up in Q2  
Rating agency Crisil has revised the growth forecast for 
India for the current financial year sharply to 6.3% from 
6.9% projected earlier, after the first-quarter growth rate 
plummeted to a 25-quarter low of 5%. 
 

External benchmark-based lending must: RBI  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made it mandatory 
for all banks to link floating rate loans to retail customers 
and loans to micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSME) — to an external benchmark. 
 

The move is aimed at faster transmission of monetary 
policy rates.  
 

Jio starts fibre-to-home service  
Reliance Jio has announced the commencement of 
JioFiber, its fibre-to- home service, across 1,600 cities in 
India. 
 

FinMin to monitor PSUs’ investments  
In a bid to boost demand in the economy by spurring 
public sector investment, the Finance Ministry on held a 
meeting with the heads of public sector firms and decided 
to set up a dashboard to constantly monitor the 
investments made by Ministries and PSUs. 
 

IPPB rolls out Aadhaar-enabled payment services 
The Union government has announced the rollout of 
Aadhaar Enabled Payment System Services by India Post 
Payments Bank, IPPB. This initiative gives a strong boost 
to the Centre's efforts in expanding access to financial 
services for millions of unbanked and underbanked 
customers. 
 

Registration of steel and iron imports, a must  
In a bid to clamp down on the dumping of iron and steel 
imports, and also the over-and under-invoicing of these 
products, the union government has removed these items 
from the ‘free’ category and has made it mandatory for 
importers to apply in advance for a registration of their 
import. 
 

The new system will come into effect from November 1. 
 

Gold ETFs register first inflow in 9 months 
Gold exchange-traded funds witnessed a net inflow of  
Rs 145 crore in August, making it the first such infusion in 
nine months, as higher gold prices and weak rupee have 
made investors bet big on this safe-heaven asset. 
 

CBDT refuses NSE plea for derivatives segment  
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has rejected 
the National Stock Exchange’s request to grant 
‘recognised association’ status to the commodity 
derivatives segment, citing violation of certain Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) norms and Income 
Tax rules. 
 

Retail inflation inches up marginally to 3.21 pc in 
August 
As per the Consumer Price Index (CPI) data released by 
the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, 
retail inflation inched up marginally to 3.21 per cent in 
August this year from 3.15 per cent in July, mainly due to 
costlier food items.  
 

ONGC to invest Rs 13,000 crore in Assam to drill over 
220 wells  
The Oil and Natural Gas Corporation has announced it will 
invest more than Rs 13,000 crore in exploring oil and gas 
by drilling over 220 wells across Assam in the next five 
years.  
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India’s economic growth is ‘much weaker’ than 
expected: IMF 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) said that India’s 
economic growth is “much weaker” than expected due to 
corporate and environmental regulatory uncertainty and 
“lingering weakness” in some non-Bank financial 
companies. 
 

RBI reduces risk weight for consumer credit 
The RBI cut the risk weight to 100 per cent from 125 per 
cent. 
 

This reduction in risk weight comes at a time when the 
consumers’ perception of the general economic situation 
and the employment scenario has softened, according to 
the RBI’s Consumer Confidence Survey in July. 
 

Aadhaar verification to be mandatory for new dealers 
from Jan 2020: GSTN 
The GST Network decided to make Aadhaar 
authentication or physical verification mandatory for new 
dealers from January 2020 to check malpractices in 
Goods and Services Tax. 
 

Centre to give support of Rs 8,500 crore to ECGC: 
Piyush Goyal 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has said the Central 
government will give support of 8,500 crore rupees to 
Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India, ECGC, in 
the next five years. 
 

Over 6 crore EPFO subscribers to get 8.65% interest 
for 2018-19: Gangwar  
Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar has said over 6 crore 
EPFO members will get 8.65 per cent interest on their 
deposits for 2018-19. 
 

Ramamoorthy is Cognizant India CMD  
IT firm Cognizant has elevated Ramkumar Ramamoorthy 
as chairman and managing director of Cognizant India, 
and named him head of India operations.  
 

Govt allows SAIL to sell 25% of iron ore output 
Ministry of Mines has allowed Steel Authority of India 
Limited, SAIL to offload in a year up to a quantity 
equivalent to maximum 25 per cent of total iron ore 
production in the previous year.  
 

Microfinance industry gets ‘Code for Responsible 
Lending’  
Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN) and Sa-Dhan, 
the RBI-recognised self-regulatory organisation and 
industry association for the microfinance industry, along 
with FIDC, have jointly released the ‘Code for 
Responsible Lending’ (CRL) for the micro credit industry. 
 

Ambani hikes stake in RIL to 48.87%  
Mukesh Ambani’s stake in Reliance Industries has increased 
to 48.87 per cent pursuant to a scheme of arrangement. 
 

FY20 worst in 15 years for FMCG, says Credit Suisse  
According to a recent report by Credit Suisse, FY20 for 
FMCG sector is likely to be the worst in 15 years in terms 
of revenue growth on account of agriculture slowdown, 
liquidity concerns, employment issues and slower-than-
expected impact of government initiatives.  
 

Govt waives 3-year lock-in period on NRI investments 
in IDF bonds 
The Union government has waived the three-year lock-in 
period on investments made by non-residents in 
infrastructure debt funds (IDFs), to promote funding in the 
infrastructure sector.  A notification in this regard has been 
issued by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).  
 

Indian MFs: UAE tops in investments by non-
residents 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has notified that the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) emerged as a top nation in making 
non-resident investments in Indian mutual funds (MFs). 
 

In liquidity push, PSBs plan ‘loan melas’ in  
400 districts  
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced that 
all scheduled banks would hold large gatherings in 400 
districts, where customers can take any type of loan they 
want from the banks and the NBFCs partnering with them. 
 

J&K global investors’ summit put off  
The Jammu and Kashmir government has shelved the 
global investors’ summit scheduled for October. Governor 
Satya Pal Malik has reviewed the preparedness for 
holding the summit, and decided to reschedule it to 2020 
in consultation with the Union government. 
 

Govt cuts corporate tax rate for domestic investors 
The Union government has cut the corporate tax from 
nearly 35 to about 25 per cent for domestic investors 
whereas the new domestic manufacturing companies will 
have to pay 15 per cent tax.  
 

Now, the corporate tax rate for domestic companies shall 
be 25.17 per cent inclusive of surcharge & cess. 
 

GST Council rates cut in several items including hotel 
tariffs 
The GST Council has slashed tax rates on several items, 
including hotel room tariffs and cut and polished semi-
precious stones. The Council recommended tax rate 
increase in some other items.  
 

Sensex rockets 1,921 points, biggest one-day gain in 
decade  
On Friday ie September 20, equity benchmark indices 
posted their biggest single day gain in over a decade after 
the union government announced a slew of measures. 
 

Thomas Cook collapses, stranding 150,000 UK 
holidaymakers  
Thomas Cook has ceased trading after talks failed to 
produce a funding lifeline for the ailing travel company, 
placing 9,000 British jobs at risk and triggering a huge 
repatriation effort to bring home 150,000 UK 
holidaymakers overseas. 
 

PM meets CEOs of 17 global energy companies in US 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has interacted with the 
CEOs from the US oil and gas sectors and discussed how 
to harness opportunities in the area to address India’s 
growing energy needs. The CEOs of 17 global energy 
companies took part in the meeting.  
 

India's Petronet to import five million tonnes of LNG 
from US Company Tellurian 
An MoU was signed between Tellurian, a Houston-based 
energy major and India's Petronet LNG. 
 

ICICI Bank to open 450 new branches  
Private sector lender ICICI Bank is planning to open 450 
branches this financial year, of which 320 branches have 
already been added, the bank said in a statement. 
 

It’s business as usual, says Thomas Cook India CMD  
Thomas Cook India said it would not be impacted by the 
collapse of the 178-year-old British tour operator Thomas 
Cook as it is an entirely different entity since August 2012, 
when it was acquired by Canada-based Fairfax Financial 
Holdings. 
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AL 

RBI curbs withdrawals over Rs 1000/day at PMC Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India has imposed restrictions on 
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank, under which 
the depositors cannot withdraw more than Rs 1,000 from 
their accounts. The curbs will remain for six months. 
 

Kotak Mutual Fund’s Nilesh Shah appointed as new 
Amfi chairman 
Nilesh Shah, Managing Director of Kotak Asset 
Management Company (AMC), has been appointed as 
the new chairman of the Association of Mutual Funds in 
India (AMFI). He will replace the Managing Director, and 
CEO of ICICI Prudential Asset Management Company, 
Nimesh Shah. 
 

Bharti Airtel and Bharti AXA Life Insurance tie up to 
offer pre-paid plan with insurance protection cover 
Bharti Airtel has tied up with Bharti AXA Life Insurance to 
offer a pre-paid plan with insurance protection cover for its 
customers, as part of its strategy to leverage the deep 
penetration of mobile services to build a financially secure 
India. 
 

Bulgaria's Kristalina Georgieva appointed new IMF 
chief 
Bulgaria's Kristalina Georgieva has been selected as the 
new head of the International Monetary Fund(IMF). She is 
the first person from an emerging market economy to lead 
the IMF.  
 

Mukesh Ambani richest Indian with net worth of 
₹3,80,700 crore  
Reliance Industries’ Chairman Mukesh Ambani has 
topped the list of richest Indians for the eighth consecutive 
year, with a net worth of ₹3,80,700 crore, according to the 
latest IIFL Wealth-Hurun India Rich List. 
 

London-based S.P. Hinduja & family, retained the second 
rank in the list, followed by Wipro founder Azim Premji. L. 
N. Mittal, chairman and CEO of ArcelorMittal, was the 
fourth richest Gautam Adani was placed in the fifth. 
 

PM’s economic advisory council reconstituted 
The union government had reconstituted the Prime 
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council for a period of two 
years with effect from September 26, 2019. 
 

Dr. Bibek Debroy and Shri Ratan P. Watal will continue to 
be the chairman and member secretary, respectively, of 
the reconstituted EAC-PM. 
 

Airtel Payments Bank partners with HDFC ERGO, 
launches innovative Mosquito Disease Protection 
Policy 
Airtel Payments Bank and HDFC ERGO General 
Insurance Company, have launched an innovative 
Mosquito Diseases Protection Policy (MDPP) as a part of 
their objective to drive insurance adoption in the country 
through affordable and easily accessible products. 
 

SEBI hauls up MFs over standstill pacts  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
pulled up mutual funds for entering into standstill 
agreements with promoters and has clarified that 
regulations do not have provisions for such arrangement 
between corporates and asset management companies 
(AMCs).  
 

Axis Bank raises Rs. 12,500 crore to boost growth  
Private sector lender Axis Bank has raised Rs. 12,500 
crore capital through qualified institutional placement 
(QIP) at Rs. 629 per share, the proceeds of which will be 
used to fund growth. 
 

Forex reserves decline by USD 388 million to USD 
428.57 billion 
India's forex reserves declined by USD 388 million to USD 
428.572 billion for the week ended September 20 due to 
a slide in core currency and gold assets. Foreign currency 
assets, a major component of overall reserves declined 
by USD 125 million to USD 396.670 billion. 
 

The value of gold reserves declined by USD 259 million 
to USD 27.843 billion. 
 

Date for filing ITRs, Tax Audit Reports extended till 
October 31 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has extended 
the due date for filing of income tax returns (ITRs) & Tax 
Audit Reports from September 30th 2019 to 31st Oct 2019 
in respect of persons whose accounts are required to be 
audited. 
 

Crude oil imports from U.S. jump 72%, Iraq is top supplier  
India’s crude oil imports from the U.S. have jumped by 
over 72% in the first five months of the current fiscal as 
the country looks to diversify oil purchases beyond its 
traditional suppliers in West Asia. 
 

RBI places Lakshmi Vilas Bank under prompt 
corrective action 
The Reserve Bank of India has placed the Lakshmi Vilas 
bank under its prompt corrective action (PCA) framework. 
The bank said that the RBI has taken this action owing to 
high level of bad loans, insufficient capital adequacy ratio, 
negative return on assets (RoA) for two consecutive years 
and high leverage. 
 

BIS sets up 'green' bond fund for central banks 
The Bank of International Settlements said it had 
launched a fund to enable central banks around the world 
to invest in "green bonds", citing a growing demand for 
climate-friendly investments. 
 
Tribunal quashes SEBI order against Price Waterhouse 
The Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) has quashed the 
capital markets regulator’s order that barred Price 
Waterhouse (PW) from auditing listed entities for two 
years for its alleged role in the fraud committed at the 
erstwhile Satyam Computer Services. 
 

GoM led by HM Amit Shah meet to work out modalities 
related to disinvestment in Air India 
A Group of Ministers headed by Home Minister Amit Shah 
have met to work out modalities related to disinvestment 
in Air India. 
 
 
 
 

Bangladesh: Prof Muhammad Yunus conferred 'Lamp 
of Peace of Saint Francis ' award 
Nobel Laureate from Bangladesh Professor Muhammad 
Yunus was conferred the 'Lamp of Peace of Saint Francis 
' award by the Vatican for his contribution towards 
establishing peace and harmony. 
 

President Kovind presents Swachhta Awards 
President Ram Nath Kovind presented Awards for 
outstanding contribution to the journey of Swachh Bharat 
Mission in various categories. 
 

Vaishno Devi Shrine Board in Jammu and Kashmir 
received the Best Swachh Iconic Place award. The Shrine 
was selected on the basis of the overall improvement in 
sanitation. Ministry of Railways was given Swachh Award 
in Swachhta Action Plan category. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

NATIONAL 

Annual Asian Achievers Awards: Anil Agarwal 
honored with lifetime achievement award 
Vedanta Resources Chairman Anil Agarwal was 
conferred lifetime achievement award at prestigious 
Annual Asian Achievers Awards in London, UK. 
 

Bangladesh School project wins Aga Khan 
Architecture Award 
An innovative project for constructing a floating school for 
marginalised children in Bangladesh has been awarded 
the prestigious Aga Khan Architecture Award 2019. 
 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to honour PM Modi 
for providing safer sanitation to 50 crore people under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation's will honour Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for Swachh Bharat Mission,  
a sanitation initiative that improved access to toilets.  
Mr Modi will receive its annual Goalkeepers Global Goals 
Award for providing 500 million people in India safer 
sanitation.  
 

Bangladesh: PM Hasina receives Dr Kalam Smriti 
International Excellence Award 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh was conferred 
the Dr Kalam Smriti International Excellence Award 2019 in 
Dhaka . The award has been instituted in the memory of 
former Indian President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. 
 

Raghu Rai chosen as first recipient of newly instated 
international photography award  
Renowned Indian photographer Raghu Rai has been 
chosen as the first recipient of the inaugural edition of the 
Académie des beaux-arts Photography Award - William 
Klein. 
 

Greta Thunberg wins Amnesty’s highest human 
rights award  
Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg and the 
Fridays for Future youth movement received Amnesty 
International’s ‘Ambassadors of Conscience’ award for 
their work highlighting the need for urgent action to avert 
climate disaster. 
 

Agnes Kharshiing Gets Hrant Dink Award in Istanbul 
Meghalaya-based rights activist Agnes Kharshiing, who 
survived an assault by the coal mafia almost a year ago, 
received the 11th International Hrant Dink Award along 
with Turkish activist against male violence Nebahat 
Akkoç. 
 

Super 30 Founder Anand Kumar Honoured With 
Prestigious Award In The US 
Super 30 founder and noted mathematician Anand Kumar 
has been felicitated in the US with a prestigious teaching 
award for his contributions towards imparting education to 
the country's needy students. 
 

Emmy Awards: ‘Game of Thrones’ ends run with 
outstanding drama series 
Game of Thrones and Fleabag won big at the 2019 Emmy 
Awards. Game of Thrones won the award for Outstanding 
Drama Series for its eighth and final season at 71st Prime 
Time Emmy Awards.  
 

Apart from the top honour, Peter Dinklage won best 
supporting actor for the record fourth time for the series. 
 

Fleabag, meanwhile, won four awards, including 
Outstanding Comedy Series, Outstanding Writing and 
Outstanding Director 
 

Amitabh Bachchan to be honoured with Dada Saheb 
Phalke award 
The country’s highest film honour, the Dadasaheb Phalke 
award, will be presented this year to Amitabh Bachchan. 
 

Warwick Professor, Adam Harper bags SASTRA-
Ramanujan Prize 
The SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 will be awarded 
to Adam Harper. Mathematician Adam Harper is an 
Assistant Professor with the University of Warwick, 
England.  
 

Best Fifa Football Awards 2019 
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi won the best men’s player at the 
Best Fifa Football Awards in Milan. It is the 6th time Messi 
has been voted the world’s best men’s player.  
 

Best Men’s Player Award  Lionel Messi 

Best Women’s Player Award Megan Rapinoe 

Men’s Coach of the Year Jurgen Klopp 

Women’s Coach of the Year Jill Ellis 

Best Men’s Goalkeeper Alisson 

Best Women’s Goalkeeper Sari van Veenendaal 

Fair Play Award Marcelo Bielsa and the 
Leeds United squad 

Puskas Award for the Best 
Goal 

Daniel Zsori 

 
Climate activist Greta Thunberg wins Sweden’s 
'alternative Nobel Prize'  
Swedish teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg was 
named as one of four winners of the 2019 Right Livelihood 
Award, known as Sweden's alternative Nobel Prize. 
 

Ms. Thunberg shares the award with Brazilian indigenous 
leader Davi Kopenawa of the Yanomami people, Chinese 
women's rights lawyer Guo Jianmei and Western Sahara 
human rights defender Aminatou Haidar. 
 

PT Usha honoured with IAAF Veteran Pin 
The world athletics governing the body, International 
Association of Athletic Federations, IAAF, has honoured 
the Indian track and field legend PT Usha with a Veteran 
Pin in recognition of her contribution to the growth of the 
sport.  
 

Payal Jangid, the First Indian to Win Changemaker 
Award for Fighting Child Marriage 
17-year-old Payal Jangid from Rajasthan has became the 
first Indian to receive the Changemaker Award by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation.  Payal has been 
conferred with the award for her continuous dedication 
towards the abolition of child marriage in her village. 
 

Cochin International Airport wins international award 
for passenger satisfaction 
Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL). CIAL was 
ranked amongst the best airports in the 5-15 million 
category in the Asia Pacific region for the year 2018 based 
on annual Airport Service Quality (ASQ) survey conducted 
by the ACI. 

 
 
 
 
Trump nominates Indian-American Shireen Mathews 
as District Court judge  
US President Donald Trump has nominated Indian-
American Shireen Mathews as a judge of the US District 
Court for the Southern District of California. 
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CEC Sunil Arora assumes charge as AWEB Chairman  
Chief Election Commissioner of India Sunil Arora has 
assumed Chairmanship of Association of World Election 
Bodies, AWEB for the term 2019-21 as India takes over 
the Chair from Romania.  
 

Former president of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe died 
Former president of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe has died 
at the age of 95.  Mugabe was a former guerrilla chief who 
took power after the end of white minority rule in 1980.  
 

US President sacks National Security Adviser John 
Bolton 
US President Donald Trump has fired his National 
Security Adviser John Bolton.  
 

US Prez Trump nominates Indian American as federal 
judge in Florida 
US President Donald Trump has nominated an Indian 
American Anuraag Singhal as a federal judge in Florida. 
 

Singhal is the first Indian-American to be nominated to this 
position in Florida. 
 

Jack Ma, China's richest man, steps down as 
chairman of Alibaba  
The Alibaba founder, Jack Ma, has stepped down as head 
of one of the world’s largest e-commerce companies, 
handing over the reins to his handpicked successor.  
He will be replaced by the lower-profile Daniel Zhang. 
 

Influential documentary photographer Robert Frank 
is dead at 94 
Robert Frank, whose raw, spontaneous images made him 
one of the most influential photographers of the 20th 
century, has died at the age of 94. 
 

'Champion of democracy': Tongan PM Pohiva dies 
Tongan Prime Minister 'Akilisi Pohiva, a pro-democracy 
and climate change campaigner in the South Pacific 
passed away.  
 

American Woman Sarah Thomas Becomes First 
Person to Swim English Channel Four Times, 
Nonstop 
American open water marathon swimmer Sarah Thomas 
has just became the first person to swim across the 
English Channel (21-mile) four times, nonstop. She 
crisscrossed the channel four times, a journey that ended 
up being more than 130 miles because of the tides.  
 

Asian Development Bank President Takehiko Nakao 
resigns  
Asian Development Bank (ADB) said its President 
Takehiko Nakao has announced his resignation which will 
be effective from January 16 next year. 
 

Tunisia's ousted ex-president Ben Ali dies in exile 
aged 83 
Tunisia's former President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali has 
died in exile aged 83. Ben Ali led the country for 23 years 
and was credited with delivering stability and some 
economic prosperity.  
 

Former French president Jacques Chirac dies, aged 
86 
Former President Jacques Chirac, a political chameleon 
who dominated French politics for decades and strived to 
make France’s voice heard in Europe and beyond, died at 
the age of 86.  
 

Telugu Comedian Venu Madhav Passes Away at 39  
Popular Telugu actor Venu Madhav breathed his last at  
a private hospital in Secunderabad, Hyderabad. He has 
acted in over 600 films in Tollywood. 
 

Suresh Chitturi appointed International Egg 
Commission chief 
Suresh Chitturi, Vice Chairman and Managing Director of 
India's leading poultry firm Srinivasa Farms, has been 
appointed as chairman of the International Egg 
Commission(IEC) for the next two years. 
 

 
 
 
India beat Nepal 7-0 to lift SAFF Under-15 title 
In football, India lifted the SAFF Under-15 title at Kalyanai, 
West Bengal with a 7-0 win over Nepal. 
 

Shot putter Tejinderpal Singh Toor clinches silver in 
Czech Republic 
Shot putter Tejinderpal Singh Toor clinched a silver medal 
during an athletic meet at Decin in the Czech Republic.  
 

Jinson Johnson Betters Own 1500m National Record, 
Qualifies For World Championships 
Asian Games gold medalist Jinson Johnson bettered his 
own 1500m national record while clinching a silver medal 
in the ISTAF Berlin event.  
 

Charles Leclerc wins maiden 2019 F1 Belgian Grand 
Prix 
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc from Monaco, won the 2019 
Belgian Grand Prix marking his maiden victory in the 
event and became the third-youngest winner in  
F1 (Formula1) history. 
 

ISSF World Cup Shooting Championship: India finish 
at top with 5 gold 
India finished at the top of the ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol 
Championship in Rio De Janeiro with 5 gold, 2 silver and 
2 bronze medals.  
 

India retain top position in ICC test rankings after 
clean sweep against West Indies 
India have made a superb start to the World Test 
Championship beating the West Indies 2-NIL in the two-
match test series.  With 120 points from two games, India 
lead the nine-team table.  
 

Mithali Raj announces retirement from T20Is 
Indian women's cricket ODI captain Mithali Raj has 
announced her retirement from T20 Internationals. Mithali 
ended her T20 career with 2,364 runs from 89 matches at 
an average of 37.5 and the highest score of 97 not out.  
 

US sprinter Coleman cleared as USADA withdraws 
case 
Christian Coleman has been cleared to take part in this 
month's World Athletics Championships after the United 
States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) dropped charges 
against him on a technicality.  
 

Kohli surpassed Dhoni to become India's most 
successful Test skipper 
Virat Kohli has surpassed Mahendra Singh Dhoni to 
become India's most successful Test skipper. It came after 
the Indian team recorded its 28th win under Kohli's 
leadership in the second and final test against the West 
Indies at Kingston. 
 

The 28 wins have come from 48 matches for Kohli as captain.  
 

ICC Test ranking: Steve Smith dethrones Virat Kohli 
to become top batsman  
Steve Smith dethroned India captain Virat Kohli to reclaim 
the top spot in ICC Test rankings. Currently, Steve Smith 
(904) and Virat Kohli (903) are separated by a single 
rating point in the latest Test rankings. 
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Indian boys settle for silver at Asian Junior and Cadet 
TT Championships  
In Table Tennis, the Indian boys team has settled for  
a silver medal after losing the final 0-3 to top seed China 
at the Asian Junior and Cadet Championships held at 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.  
 

Bajrang seeded No. 1 for Worlds 
Bajrang Punia has been seeded No. 1 in men’s freestyle 
65kg for the World championships to be held in  
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, from Sept. 14 to 22. 
 

Spin legend Abdul Qadir passes away 
Former Pakistan spinner Abdul Qadir, credited with 
reviving the art of leg-spin bowling in 1970s and 80s, 
passed away  after suffering a massive cardiac arrest. 
 

Afghanistan all-rounder Mohammad Nabi quits Test 
cricket  
Afghanistan all-rounder Mohammad Nabi had brought 
curtains down to his Test career.  
 

Steve Smith becomes 2nd Australian to score 500 in 
Ashes series 
Steve Smith has become the second Australian after Allan 
Border to score 500 and more runs in the consecutive 
Ashes series in England. Smith reached this milestone 
after he added 122 runs in the ongoing fourth Ashes Test. 
 

India Red beat India Green to clinch Duleep Trophy 
title 
India Red beat India Green by an innings and 38 runs to 
clinch the Duleep Trophy title on the fourth day. 
 

Asian Championships TT: Payas Jain settles for silver 
India's Payas Jain settled for a silver medal in the  
25th Asian Junior and Cadet Table Tennis Championships 
which concluded in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 
 

Australia beat England by 185 runs in fourth Test; 
retain Ashes series 
Australia retained the Ashes series as they won the fourth 
Test by 185 runs on the last day at Old Trafford Stadium 
in Manchester, UK.  
 

Rafael Nadal clinches fourth US Open Tennis Men's 
single title 
Rafael Nadal has won US Open Men's singles beating 
Daniil Medvedev 7-5, 6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 6-4. This is his fourth 
US Open title and 19th Grand Slam trophy.  
 

Meanwhile, Bianca Andreescu of Canada has beaten 
Serena Williams to win the US Open woman's final. 
 

Charles Leclerc wins second successive F1 win 
through 2019 Italian Grand Prix 
Ferrari's 21-year-old driver Charles Leclerc won his  
2nd successive Formula One race when he held off Valtteri 
Bottas and Lewis Hamilton at the Italian Grand Prix.  
 

Kosgei breaks half marathon record at Great North 
Run as Farah wins sixth title  
Kenya’s Brigid Kosgei has broken the world half marathon 
record at the Great North Run, finishing in a time of  
1hr 04min 28sec.  
 

Mo Farah has won the men’s elite race for a record sixth 
successive year.  
 

30 teams participating in 25th Senior Women’s 
National Football Championship 
The 25th Senior Women’s National Football Championship 
will kick off at Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh.  
 

Book on spin quartet launched  
The book on India’s spin quartet Bishan Singh Bedi, 

Erapalli Prasanna, Bhagwat Chandrashekhar and  
S. Venkataraghavan  ''Fortune Turners: The Quartet That 
Spun India To Glory'', has been launched. This book has 
been written by Aditya Bhushan and Sachin Bajaj. 
 

Pawan Munjal to be inducted into Asia Pacific Golf 
Hall of Fame 
Hero MotoCorp Chairman and Managing Director Pawan 
Munjal will be inducted to the 2019 Asia Pacific Golf Hall 
of Fame later this year for his support to the sport in India 
and around the world. 
 

Knighthood for Boycott and Strauss  
England cricket greats Geoffrey Boycott and Andrew 
Strauss have been given knighthoods by Theresa May in 
her resignation honours list. Boycott and Strauss both 
received the honour for their services to sport after 
outstanding careers for England. 
 

Sports Ministry derecognises Paralympic Committee 
of India 
The Sports Ministry has de-recognised the Paralympic 
Committee of India (PCI), citing a violation of the National 
Sports Code in the body's decision to sack President Rao 
Inderjit Singh.  
 

Raghu Prasad, Javed Shaikh to officiate at Tokyo 
Olympics  
Karnataka’s R.V. Raghu Prasad will be one of two hockey 
umpires from India to officiate at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.   
 

It will also be the first time that India will have two umpires 
at the Games with Javed Shaikh being the other.  
 

India tops medal tally in Track Asia Cup  
India picked up three medals on the concluding day to 
emerge overall champions in the Track Asia Cup cycling 
competition. India topped the medal tally with 10 gold,  
8 silver and 7 bronze medals. 
 

Feroz Shah Kotla stadium renamed after Arun Jaitley 
The iconic Feroz Shah Kotla stadium in New Delhi has 
been renamed as Arun Jaitley Cricket stadium.   
 

Australian Megan Schutt becomes 1st woman to 
claim 2 white-ball hat-tricks 
Australian fast bowler Megan Schutt scripted history by 
becoming the first woman to claim two hattricks in white-
ball cricket.  
 

Lakshya Sen wins Belgian International badminton 
title 
Rising Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen stunned second seed 
Victor Svendsen of Denmark in straight games to clinch 
the men's singles title at the Belgian International 
Challenge. 
 

ECB names Andrew Strauss as its cricket committee 
Chairman 
Former England captain Andrew Strauss has been 
appointed as the chairman of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board’s cricket committee. 
 

Sourabh Verma clinches Vietnam Open Men's Singles 
title 
Sourabh Verma clinched the Vietnam Open Super  
100 title, defeating China’s Sun Fei Xiang in a thrilling 
Men's Singles summit clash.  
 

Kaushal Dharmamer clinches Myanmar International 
Series 
Indian shuttler Kaushal Dharmamer has clinched the 
Myanmar International Series with a come-from-behind 
win over Indonesia's Karono Karono in a thrilling men's 
singles final in Yangon.  
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Pankaj Advani clinches record 22nd world title; wins 
IBSF Billiards C’ship 
Pankaj Advani, has clinched a record 22nd world titles by 
winning a fourth straight final in the 150-up format at the 
IBSF World Billiards Championship in Myanmar.  
 

FIBA Basketball World Cup: Spain brushes aside 
Argentina to lift crown  
Spain beat Argentina 95-75 to win the FIBA Basketball 
World Cup for the first time since 2006.  
 

England beat Australia by 135 runs in final Ashes 
Test, level series 2-2 
England crushed Australia by 135 runs in the fifth and final 
Ashes Test to level the series at 2-2, at The Oval.  
 

India beat Bangladesh by five runs, clinch U-19 Asia 
Cup title 
India clinched the Under-19 Asia Cup title, with a thrilling 
five-run win over Bangladesh in a low-scoring final at 
Colombo.  
 

Novak Djokovic surpasses former World no.1 on all-
time list of most weeks on top spot in ATP Rankings 
Current World no.1 in men’s tennis, Novak Djokovic has 
now surpassed Jimmy Connors on the all-time list of most 
weeks spent on the top spot of ATP Rankings. 
 

Vinesh Phogat becomes first Indian wrestler to qualify 
for 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
India's star wrestler Vinesh Phogat qualified for the 2020 
Olympics after beating fancied American Sarah Hildebrandt 
in the World Championships in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan. 
 

Hima Das ruled out of World Championships 2019 due 
to back injury 
Indian sprinter Hima Das has been ruled out of the World 
Championships 2019 due to a back injury. 
 

Dinesh Mongia Retires From All Forms Of Cricket 
Former India all-rounder Dinesh Mongia, who was a part 
of the team that finished runners-up in the 2003 World 
Cup, has announced his retirement from all forms of 
cricket. 
 

Bajrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya qualify for 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics 
Bajrang Punia and Ravi Dahiya have qualified for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics winning their respective quarterfinal 
matches in World Wrestling Championships at Nur-Sultan 
in Kazakhstan.  
 

Bajrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya win bronze at World 
Championships 
Bajrang Punia and Ravi Dahiya have won bronze at the 
World Wrestling Championships in Nur-Sultan, 
Kazakhstan. 
 

Table Tennis: Sathiyan becomes second Indian to 
enter Asian quarters 
G.Sathiyan has become only the second Indian to reach 
the men's singles quarterfinals at the Asian 
Championships in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 
 

Hamilton Masakadza Signs Off With Match-Winning 
Knock For Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe captain Hamilton Masakadza played his last 
game of international cricket leading his team to a  
7-wicket win over Afghanistan in the 5th match of the 
Bangladesh T20I Tri-nation series in Chattogram. 
 

T20 International: South Africa level 3 match series, 
beating India by nine wickets in final 
South Africa beat India by nine wickets in the third and 
final T20 International in Bengaluru. Riding on skipper 

Quinton de Kock's unbeaten 79 off 52 balls, the Proteas 
managed to level the 3 match series 1-1. 
 

Rahul Aware wins bronze in 61 kg free-style category 
at World C’ship 
Indian wrestler Rahul Aware has won a bronze medal in 
men's 61 kilogram free-style category at the World 
Championship in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 
 

Deepak Punia bows out of World Wrestling 
Championship title clash due to ankle injury; settles 
for silver 
India's Deepak Punia has pulled out of the title clash in  
86 kg category against Iran's Hassan Yazdani due to an 
ankle injury sustained during the semifinal bout. 
 

Ministry of Sports to create 20 National Centres of 
Excellence to groom athletes  
Ministry of Sports will create 20 National Centres of 
Excellence to groom athletes for 2024 and 2028 Olympics 
Each Centre of Excellence will offer funds for four to six 
specific sports. 
 

Manipur emerge Senior Women's National Football 
champions 
Manipur defeated Railways by 1-0 to win the Senior 
Women’s National Football Championship held in 
Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

Korda wins first LET title at Ladies French Open 
Nelly Korda has won the Ladies European Tour Title at 
Lacoste Ladies French Open.  
 

Women's badminton coach Kim resigns 
National women’s badminton coach Kim Ji-Hyun has 
stepped down from her post of National women’s coach 
of India.  
 

Koneru Hampi wins the Skolkova Fides Grand Prix 
Indian chess grandmaster, Koneru Hampi has clinched 
Fide World Grand Prix 2019 title with 8 points from  
11 rounds in Skolkovo, Russia. 
 

Pankaj Advani-Aditya Mehta pair wins World Team 
Snooker title 
The Indian duo of Pankaj Advani and Aditya Mehta has 
won the IBSF World Snooker Team title at Mandalay, 
Myanmar. This takes Advani's world title tally to a 
phenomenal 23 while Aditya claimed his maiden title. 
 

Adille Sumariwalla re-elected as IAAF Council member 
The President of Athletics Federation of India, Adille 
Sumariwalla  was re-elected as member of the Council of 
International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) 
for a second four-year term. 
 

Wrestler Deepak Punia named world No.1 in 86 kg 
category 
In the latest rankings issued by the International Wrestling 
Federation, World Championship silver medalist Deepak 
Punia has jumped to world number one position in  
86 kilogram category but Bajrang Punia lost the top rank 
in the 65-kilogram category. 
 

Azharuddin elected president of Hyderabad Cricket 
Association 
Former India Captain Mohammad Azharuddin was 
elected President of the Hyderabad Cricket Association. 
 

World Athletics Championships: MP Jabir qualifies 
for 400m hurdle semifinals 
In the opening day of the World Athletics Championships 
in Doha 400m hurdler M P Jabir has made it to the 
semifinals, while long jumper M Sreeshankar failed to 
reach the final after a disappointing performance. 
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Coleman lays claim to Bolt’s throne  
US sprinter Christian Coleman stamped his mark on world 
sprinting with a dominant performance to sweep to the 
100m title.  He won in a time of 9.76 Seconds. 
 

India lift SAFF U-18 C’ship title for first time; defeat 
Bangladesh 2-1 
India defeated Bangladesh by 2-1 in the final of SAFF 
Under-18 Championship 2019 to lift the title in Kathmandu.  
 

Korean Badminton Open: Momota wins Men’s title, He 
Bingjiao women’s title 
Top-ranked Kento Momota of Japan has clinched the 
men’s title at the Korea Open badminton tournament. 
 

In the women’s final, China’s He Bingjiao defeated 
Ratchanok Intanon of Thailand. 
 

Asian Shotgun championship:  Bronze for Kirti and 
Bhowneesh  
Kirti Gupta and Bhowneesh Mendiratta combined to win 
the bronze medal, behind the Chinese teams, in the junior 
mixed trap competition in the Asian Shotgun championshi.  
 

World bridge championships: Bronze for India seniors  
The India seniors’ team, comprising Dipak Poddar, Jitu 
Solani, Subhash Dhakras, Sridharan, Sukamal Das, and 
Subrata Saha,have  won the bronze medal in the World 
bridge championships held at Wuhan, China. 
 

Russian GP: Daruvala finishes overall third in FIA F3 
championship  
India’s Jehan Daruvala has created history at the Russian 
Grand Prix in Sochi by finishing overall third in the FIA F3 
championship. 
 

Fencing: Bhavani bags silver  
Indian fencer C. A. Bhavani Devi has clinched the silver 
medal in the women’s sabre individual category in the 
Tournoi satellite competition (World level) at Ghent, Belgium. 
 

Veteran cricketer Madhav Apte passes away 
Veteran cricketer Madhav Apte passed away in Mumbai 
after suffering a cardiac arrest. 
 
 
 
 
Germany asks Poland’s forgiveness 80 years after 
Second World War 
German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier asked 
Poland’s forgiveness for history’s bloodiest conflict during 
a ceremony in the Polish city of Wielun, where the first 
World War II bombs fell 80 years ago. 
 

Hurricane Dorian cause severe flooding in Bahamas 
The most powerful storm to hit the Caribbean islands of 
the Bahamas has torn roofs from buildings and caused 
severe flooding. Hurricane Dorian, a category five storm 
sustained winds of up to 295 kilometer per hour. 
 

WHO SE Asia Region plans to banish measles, rubella 
by 2023  
Member-countries of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) South-East Asia Region have resolved to 
eliminate highly infectious childhood killer diseases 
measles and rubella by 2023. 
 

India ranked 34th on world travel, tourism 
competitiveness index: Report  
In the latest World Economic Forum's (WEF) latest Travel 
and Tourism Competitiveness Report (TTCR), India has 
moved up six places to rank 34th on world travel and 
tourism competitiveness index, driven by rich natural and 

cultural resources and strong price competitiveness. 
 

Spain held on to the top spot followed by France, 
Germany and Japan, with the United States replacing the 
UK in the top five. 
 

Death toll from hurricane Dorian rises to 30 in 
Bahamas 
The death toll from hurricane Dorian has risen to 30 in the 
Bahamas, Prime Minister Hubert Minnis told. 
 

7th RCEP Ministerial Meeting commence in Bangkok  
The 7th Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) ministerial meeting of 10 members of ASEAN 
countries and their six FTA (free trade agreement) 
partners was held in Bangkok, Thailand from 8-10 
September 2019. 
 

International Literacy Day: 08th September 
International Literacy Day is celebrated annually on  
8 September. 
 

India announces one million dollar humanitarian aid 
for Bahamas 
India has announced a humanitarian assistance of one 
million dollar to help people in the Bahamas affected by 
Hurricane Dorian. 
 

Mumbai at fifth position in Asia Pacific Co-living 
Index; New Delhi at 11 
Mumbai occupies the fifth position in the Asia Pacific Co-
living Index by Knight Frank while New Delhi is ranked 
11th and Bengaluru 19th. Beijing, Tokyo, Shanghai and 
Hong Kong occupy the top four slots. 
 

50 U.S. States launch probe into Google’s trade 
practices  
A group of 50 states and territories in the US have launched 
an investigation into Google's dominance of the online 
advertising market. The coalition warned that the search 
giant may be threatening competition and consumers.  
 

Post-study work visa back in the U.K. ' 
U.K. has decided to re-introduce the two-year post-study 
work visa for international students, boosting 
opportunities for talented students to build successful 
careers there after their education. 
 

Eritrea tops CPJ list of worst countries for press 
censorship 
Eritrea topped the list of the 10 most censored countries 
in a report released by the New York-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists. 
 

SC approves Trump administration’s asylum curbs  
In the United States, the Supreme Court has  gave a go-
ahead to Trump administration plans that severely limit 
the ability of migrants to claim asylum. Under the rule, 
people arriving via a third country must claim asylum there 
first before arriving at the US border.  
 

17 Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan awarded 
medals for service 
Seventeen Indian peacekeepers deployed with the  
UN mission in South Sudan have been awarded medals 
in recognition of their service to the people in the world's 
youngest country.   
 

Water found for first time on 'potentially habitable' 
planet 
Astronomers have for the first time discovered water in the 
atmosphere of a planet orbiting within the habitable zone 
of a distant star.  The finding makes the world - which is 
called K2-18b - a plausible candidate in the search for 
alien life. 
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Vietnam opens Southeast Asia's largest solar power 
farm 
Vietnam has inaugurated Southeast Asia's largest solar 
power farm which has the capacity to produce 688 million 
kWh of electricity annually. 
 

World First Aid Day—14th    September  
World First Aid Day is observed on 14 September to raise 
awareness among public about how first aid can save 
lives in case of crises. 
 

September 15th: International Day of Democracy 
The United Nations observes 15th September every year 
as International Day of Democracy.  
 

Gangs of Wasseypur makes it to Guardian's 100 Best 
Films list 
Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap’s Gangs of Wasseypur has 
become the only Indian film to feature in “The Guardian” 
list of 100 Best Films of the 21st century. The film has 
bagged the 59th position. 
 

38th Sharjah Intl. Book Fair to be organized from 30th 
Oct to 9th of Nov 
The 38th edition of the Sharjah International Book Fair 
(SIBF) will be organized from 30th of October to 9th of 
November this year,. 
 

UNESCO has named Sharjah as the World Book Capital 
City for the year 2019 in recognition of the city’s 
continuous efforts in promoting books and literacy. 
 

Saudi Arabia joins US-led coalition for securing 
Mideast's waterways after attack 
Saudi Arabia said that it has joined a United States-led 
coalition to secure the Mideast's waterways amid threats 
from Iran after an attack targeting its crucial oil industry.   
 

PM Modi, Mongolian Prez to jointly inaugurate Lord 
Buddha's statue at Gandan Monastery 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mongolian President 
Khaltmaagiin Battulga jointly inaugurated the Lord 
Buddha's statue at Gandan Monastery in Ulaanbaatar via 
video-conferencing. 
 

At 17.5 million, Indian diaspora largest in the world : 
UN report 
According to a report titled the International Migrant Stock 
2019 by the Population Division of the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), India was the 
leading country of origin of international migrants in  
2019 with a 17.5 million strong diaspora. 
 

Five-year period ending 2019 set to be hottest on record 
A new UN report by the World Meteorological 
Organization average global temperature between  
2015-2019 is on track to be the hottest of any five-year 
period on record. This period is currently estimated to be 
1.1 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial (1850-1900) 
times and 0.2 degrees Celsius warmer than 2011-2015. 
 

World’s first camel hospital at Dubai set to expand its 
facilities 
World’s first camel hospital at Dubai is set to expand its 
facilities by an additional 50 per cent in response to the 
increase in demand for its services.  
 

International Day of Sign Languages being observed 
on September 23 
International Day of Sign Languages is being observed on 
September 23 every year. 
 

The theme of the day is Sign Language Rights for All. 
 

Gandhi Solar Park inaugurated at UN Headquarters by 
PM Modi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with other world 
leaders, inaugurated a 50 kilowatt ‘Gandhi Solar Park’ at 
the UN headquarters. 
 

New IPCC report warns of dire threat to oceans  
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
— the apex referee for scientific evidence on the impact 
of global warming has made public a special report that 
underlined the dire changes taking place in oceans, 
glaciers and ice-deposits on land and sea. 
 

Saudi Arabia to offer tourist visas for the first time  
Saudi Arabia will offer tourist visas for the first time, 
opening up the kingdom to holidaymakers as part of  
a push to diversify its economy away from oil. 
 

US Imposes Travel Sanctions on Cuba's Raul Castro 
for 'Violating Human Rights' 
The United States has announced travel sanctions 
against Cuba's Raul Castro and his family, accusing the 
former president of violations of human rights.  
 

Japan Launches "World's Biggest Transport Space 
Ship" For Space Station 
Japan has launched an unmanned spacecraft towards the 
International Space Station. 
 

The H-2B rocket lifted off with cargo vessel Kounotori8. 
Kounotori8. 
 

International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear 
Weapons 2019 
The International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear 
Weapons is observed every year on 26th 
 

September across the world. 
 

World Maritime Day 2019 is being observed on 
September 26  
World Maritime Day 2019 is observed on September 26th 
every year to celebrate the international maritime 
industry’s contribution towards the world’s economy, 
especially in shipping. 
 

This year’s World Maritime Day theme is “Empowering 
Women in the Maritime Community”. 
 

20 countries including India sign agreement to stop 
spread of fake news online 
Twenty countries, including France, Britain and India, 
have signed an agreement at the United Nations to stop 
the spread of fake news on-line. 
 

UN suspends Sri Lanka peacekeepers 
The United Nations has suspended Sri Lankan troops 
from peacekeeping duties after Colombo ignored 
repeated warnings and appointed a general accused of 
war crimes to head its army.  
 

World Rabies Day – September 28 
The World Health Organization observes World Rabies 
Day on 28 September every year.  
 

Biggest festival of Nepal ‘Bada Dashain’ begins 
Bada Dashain, the biggest festival of Nepal has begun. 
The festival starts on first day of Navaratri with 
Ghatsthapana (traditional urn).  
 

IAU names asteroid after Pandit Jasraj  
The International Astronomical Union (IAU) has named an 
asteroid, discovered in 2006, after Indian classical singer 
Pandit Jasraj. The minor planet is located between Mars 
and Jupiter.  

 


