
 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            1 
 

INTERNATIONAL 

NATION

AL 

 
 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (AUGUST 2021) 
 
 
 
 
India assumes UNSC presidency for August  
India took over from France to assume the presidency of 
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the 
month of August. This is the first presidency for India 
during its 2021-22 tenure as a non-permanent member 
of the UNSC.  
 

Pak. finalises Bill to grant new status to Gilgit-
Baltistan: report 
Pakistani authorities have finalised a law to award provisional 
provincial status to strategically located Gilgit-Baltistan. 
 

New Zealand apologises for raids on Pacific people 
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has formally 
apologised for police crackdowns in the 1970s that 
“unfairly targeted” the country’s Pacific community.   
 

Myanmar army chief appoints himself Prime Minister 
The State Administration Council of Myanmar has been 
reformed as ‘Caretaker government of Myanmar’ headed 
by the Chief of the Myanmar military Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing as the Prime Minister.  
 

Raisi inaugurated as President of Iran 
Ultraconservative Ebrahim Raisi was inaugurated as 
President of Iran, a country whose hopes of shaking off a 
dire economic crisis hinges on reviving a nuclear deal 
with world powers. 
 

U.S. ships 110 mn doses of COVID-19 vaccine abroad 
The US has donated and shipped more than 110 million 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines to more than 60 countries, 
ranging from Afghanistan to Zambia, President Joe Biden 
announced.   
 

IMF Governors approve record $650 billion to fight 
Covid-19 
The Board of Governors of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) approved the allocation of $650 billion in 
reserve funds through IMF Special Drawing Rights.   
 

US approves arms sales worth 750 million dollars to 
Taiwan amid tensions with China 
United States has approved its first arms sale to Taiwan 
amid rising tensions with China. US State Department has 
approved arms deal worth 750 million dollars to Taiwan. 
 

India, Sri Lanka, Maldives meet identifies terrorism, 
trafficking among 4 areas of concern 
India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives have agreed to work 
on “four pillars” of security cooperation, covering areas of 
marine security, human trafficking, counter-terrorism, 
and cyber security, in a recent virtual meeting of top 
security officials of the three countries.   
 

China impacted by temperature rise higher than the 
global average: Govt. Blue Book 
Extreme heat events in China are on the rise, which is 
above global average with intensity of typhoons landing 
in the country increasing, according to a Blue Book on 
the country's climate change.   
 

India in 32nd position in finding innovative solutions 
to fight Covid-19 
India fell six spots to the 32nd place in the global 
coronavirus innovation rankings for countries, as per a 
report prepared by StartupBlink in association with 
Health Innovation Exchange, UNAIDS. The US remains 
on top of the list this year. 
 

UN report delivers dire warning on climate change 
Extreme climate occurrences in the form of heat waves, 
droughts, floods and thinning of glaciers are now 
indisputably linked to human behaviour and not natural 
causes, says the latest assessment report by United 
Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), “Climate Change 2021”. 
 

Indian Govt. evacuates diplomats and Indian 
nationals from Afghanistan 
India began evacuating its diplomats and nationals from 
Mazar-e-Sharif in northern Afghanistan following reports 
of the advance of Taliban fighters amid a violent assault 
by the group on key cities and urban centres. 
 

Israel opens diplomatic mission in Morocco 
Israel officially opened its diplomatic office in Morocco on 
the sidelines of a visit by its foreign minister after relations 
with the North African country were normalised last year.   
 

Taliban takes control of Presidential palace in Kabul  
Taliban have taken control of Afghanistan’s presidential 
palace, hours after the insurgents entered the Afghan capital 
Kabul. Both President Ashraf Ghani and Vice-President 
Amarullah Saleh have left Afghanistan for Tajikistan. 
 

Death Count In Massive Haiti Earthquake Jumps To 
Over 1,200 
The death count in Haiti's powerful earthquake jumped to 
over 1,200, as crews desperately dug through collapsed 
buildings for survivors in the Caribbean nation. 
 

Canadian PM calls for snap election on September 20 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has called for a 
snap election which will take place on September 20.   
 

UAE says hosting Afghan President on 
‘humanitarian grounds’ 
The United Arab Emirates said that it is hosting former 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani on humanitarian grounds, 
after he fled his country amid a Taliban takeover. 
 

Afghanistan will no longer be able to access lender’s 
resources: IMF 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said 
Afghanistan will no longer be able to access the lender’s 
resources. The move follows the Taliban’s takeover of 
the country last weekend.   
 

Burkina Faso jihadist attack death toll rises to 80 
The number of people who died in jihadist attack on a 
military convoy escorting civilians in northern Burkina Faso 
has risen to 80. Nearly 60 of the victims were civilians. 
 

US Food & Drug Administration fully approves 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
The US Food and Drug Administration fully approved 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine. The COVID vaccine, which 
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may now be marketed under its brand name Comirnaty, 
is the first to receive full approval. 
 

Algeria cuts diplomatic ties with ‘hostile’ Morocco 
Algeria cut diplomatic relations with Morocco citing what 
it called hostile actions by its most populous neighbour 
with which it has had strained relations for decades.   
 

210 killed in attacks in Ethiopia 
More than 210 people were killed over several days of 
ethnic violence in Ethiopia’s tense Oromia region last week, 
the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) said.   
 

India, Russia to expand Central Asia ties: envoy 
India and Russia are expecting to conclude the bilateral 
logistics agreement, Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics 
Agreement (RELOS), and a Navy-to- Navy cooperation 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) when Russian 
Defence Minister Gen. Sergei Shoigu visits India later 
this year. 
 

WHO sounds alarm over rising Covid deaths in Europe 
The World Health Organization warned that another 
236,000 people could die from Covid in Europe by 
December 1, sounding the alarm over rising infections 
and stagnating vaccine rates on the continent.   
 

North Korea appears to have restarted Yongbyon 
nuclear reactor, says IAEA 
The International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, has said 
that North Korea appears to have restarted its Yongbyon 
nuclear reactor.   
 

 
 
 
 

Assam, Nagaland sign deal to reduce border tensions 
The Chief Secretaries of Assam and Nagaland signed an 
agreement to de-escalate the tense situation prevailing 
at two locations in the Dessoi valley forest/ Tsurangkong 
valley by simultaneously withdrawing security forces 
within the next 24 hours. 
 

India, China establish hotline in north Sikkim 
A hotline was established between the Indian Army at 
Kongra La in north Sikkim and the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) at Khamba Dzong in the Tibet Autonomous Region to 
further the spirit of trust and cordial relations along the 
border  
 

Gujarat bags top position in the country in terms of 
vaccinations per million people 
Gujarat has bagged the top position in the country in terms 
of vaccinations per million people. An official release said, 
as many as 5 lakh 17 thousand people have been 
vaccinated in the state against the population of ten lakhs. 
 

Clinical trials of ‘Ashwagandha’ soon 
The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.’s 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
(LSHTM) to conduct a study on ‘Ashwagandha’ for 
promoting recovery from COVID-19.   
 

Lok Sabha passes bill to amend public sector 
general insurance law 
Lok Sabha passed a bill to amend the general insurance 
law to allow the government to reduce its stake in state-
owned insurers. The bill seeks to remove the 
requirement that the central government should hold not 
less than 51 percent of the equity capital in a specified 
insurer. 
 

PM Modi launches digital payment solution e-RUPI 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the e-Rupi 
mode of digital payment system. Developed by the 
National Payments Corporation of India. e-Rupi is a 
cashless and contactless instrument for digital payment.  
 

Dragon fruit exported for the first time to London 
and Bahrain 
In a major boost to exports of exotic fruit, consignments 
of fiber and mineral rich dragon fruit, which are sourced 
from farmers of Gujarat and West Bengal, have been 
exported for the first time to London and Bahrain.   
 

Governor’s pardon power overrides 433A: SC 
The Supreme Court of India held that the Governor of a 
State can pardon prisoners, including those on death 
row, even before they have served a minimum 14 years 
of prison sentence.   
 

2.80 lakh electric vehicles sold in the country in last  
2 years 
A total of two lakh 80 thousand electric vehicles were 
sold in the country under Phase two of the Faster 
Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric 
Vehicles (FAME) in the last two years.    
 

Nod for continuation of Fast Track Special Courts 
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi has approved the continuation of 1023 
Fast Track Special Court (FTSCs) including 389 
exclusive POCSO Courts as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme (CSS) from 01.04.2021 to 31.03.2023 with an 
outlay of ₹1572.86 crore (₹971.70 crore as Central 
Share and ₹601.16 crore as State share).   
 

Air Quality Commission Bill for National Capital 
Region cleared 
The Lok Sabha passed the Bill to formalise the 
Commission for Air Quality Management For National 
Capital Region and Adjoining Areas. The bill which seeks 
to set up a statutory authority with appropriate powers to 
tackle air pollution in the National Capital Region (NCR) 
and adjoining areas.   
 

BRO Completes Construction of World's Highest 
Motorable Road in Ladakh 
The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has built the 
world’s highest motorable road at Umlingla Pass in Eastern 
Ladakh with a height of 19,300 feet, breaking Bolivia’s 
record of a road near volcano Uturuncu at 18,953 ft.   
 

IMD to Install Nearly 200 Agro-Automatic Weather 
Stations for Farmers' Benefit 
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 
undertaken installation of Agro-Automatic Weather 
Stations (AWS) at 200 places to provide exact weather 
forecasts to people, especially farmers, the Parliament 
was informed.   
 

IIT Roorkee Launches India’s First Earthquake Early 
Warning Mobile App, “Uttarakhand Bhookamp Alert” 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee has launched 
“Uttarakhand Bhookamp Alert'', which is ‘India’s first’ 
Earthquake Early Warning (EEW) mobile app. 
 

Aircraft carrier Vikrant sets sail for sea trials 
India’s first indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) Vikrant, the 
largest warship to be built in the country with specialised 
cabins for women officers, set sail crucial sea trials 
ahead of its planned induction into the Indian Navy in 
less than a year.   
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SC seeks Centre’s stand on tribunal vacancies 
The Supreme Court of India asked the Union 
government if it wants all tribunals wrapped up since 
they are unable to function even otherwise due to 
massive shortage of manpower, leaving people hapless.   
 

Cabinet passes Bill restoring power of states/UTs to 
make their own OBC lists 
The Union Cabinet cleared a Constitution amendment 
bill which seeks to give power to states and UTs to make 
their own OBC lists. The bill will now be introduced in 
Parliament for passage. 
 

Assam, Meghalaya CMs discuss border dispute, 
form regional committees to resolve row 
Assam and Meghalaya have decided to set up two 
regional committees, each headed by a cabinet minister, 
to resolve the border dispute between the North-eastern 
neighbours  
 

Khel Ratna named after Dhyan Chand 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the renaming 
of the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, the country’s 
highest sporting honour, after hockey wizard Major 
Dhyan Chand. Dhyan Chand, a three-time Olympic gold 
medallist, is considered India’s greatest hockey player.   
 

In a First, Maldives Style Water Villas Soon in 
Lakshadweep For Tourists 
In a first of its kind initiative in the country, India’s 
popular island destination Lakshadweep will soon have 
three premium Maldives-style water villas.   
 

SoJE Minister Dr Virendra Kumar launches PM-
DAKSH Portal & PM-DAKSH Mobile App 
Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Dr Virendra 
Kumar launched PM-DAKSH Portal and PM-DAKSH Mobile 
App developed by the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment in collaboration with NeGD, to make the skill 
development schemes accessible to the target groups. 
 

J&J’ssingle-doseCOVID-19 vaccine approved in India 
Johnson and Johnson’s single-dose COVID-19 vaccine has 
been given approval for emergency use in the country. 
 

India first biobank for heart failure research 
inaugurated at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for 
Medical Sciences and technology 
The first Heart Failure Biobank in the country has come up at 
the National Centre for Advanced Research and Excellence 
in HF (CARE-HF) at the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for 
Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST), Kerala.   
 

Over 5 cr beneficiaries enrolled under PM Gramin 
Digital Saksharta Abhiyan so far 
The Central Government said that approximately five 
crore beneficiaries have been enrolled and more than four 
crore have been trained under the Pradhan Mantri Gramin 
Digital Saksharta Abhiyan Scheme till the 2nd of August. 
 

ITBP inducts first women officers on combat service 
The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) force, which guards 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) along the India-China 
border, commissioned its first two women officers Prakriti 
and Diksha in combat after they completed their training. 
 

Parliament passes Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2021; set 
to abolish nine appellate tribunals 
A bill seeking to abolish as many as nine appellate 
tribunals, including the Film Certification Appellate 
Tribunal (FCAT), was approved by Parliament with the 
Rajya Sabha passing the proposed legislation.   
 

Over 8,400 Myanmar refugees crossed over into 
India after military coup: Centre 
More than 8,400 Myanmar refugees crossed over into 
India after the military coup in the country on February 1, 
the Centre told the Rajya Sabha.    
 

Indian Army to participate in International Army 
Games 2021 in Russia 
A 101-member contingent of the Indian Army will participate 
in International Army Games 2021 that is scheduled to be 
held in Russia from August 22 to September 4.   
 

Ladakh Administration removes need for Inner Line 
Permit for Indian nationals  
Ladakh Administration has done away with the need for 
an Inner Line Permit (ILP) for all Indian nationals to visit 
the protected areas of the union territory.     
 

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Guba’s term of office 
extended by one year 
The Cabinet Appointments Committee approved the 
extension of service of Rajiv Guba, 1982 Batch IAS 
Officer, as Cabinet Secretary for a further period of one 
year beyond August 30, 2021.   
 

Modi launches Ujjwala 2.0 scheme 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the second 
phase of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). 
Known as Ujjwala 2.0, phase 2 of the scheme kicked off 
in Mahoba, Uttar Pradesh, with PM Modi inaugurating it 
virtually.   
 

Bill to allow states make their own OBC list gets Lok 
Sabha nod 
The Constitution (127th Amendment) Bill, 2021 was 
passed in the Lok Sabha with the overwhelming support 
of all parties  ensuring a two-thirds majority mandatory 
for passing an amendment of the Constitution. 
 

Census activities put off due to pandemic 
Owing to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, Census 
2021 and other Census-related field activities have been 
postponed until further orders, the Union Home Ministry 
said in the Lok Sabha. 
 

Indore, India's cleanest city is now country's first 
'water plus' city 
Indore, the country's cleanest city, has now been 
declared the first "water plus" city of India under the 
Swachh Survekshan 2021.   
 

GSLV-F10 fails to put satellite into orbit 
In a setback to India's space programme, the GSLV-F10 
rocket failed midway in its mission to put into orbit the 
Earth Observation Satellite (EOS-03). 
 

India, Saudi Arabia begin naval exercise 
The maiden bilateral naval exercise between India and 
Saudi Arabia, dubbed “Al-Mohed Al-Hindi,” began in Al-
Jubail, Saudi Arabia.   
 

Kerala Police comes up with country’s first Drone 
Forensic Lab & Research Centre 
India’s first Drone Forensic Lab and Research Center 
has come up in Kerala. The Chief Minister of Kerala, 
Pinarayi Vijayan was inaugurating the State police 
department’s ‘Drone Forensic Laboratory’ at the Kerala 
State Police CyberDome.   
 

MoHUA launches one brand -‘SonChiraiya’ - for 
Urban SHG products 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has launched 
‘SonChiraiya’, a brand and logo for marketing of the 
urban Self-Help Group (SHG) products. 
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First nasal COVID-19 vaccine developed by Bharat 
Biotech gets regulatory approval   
The first nasal COVID-19 vaccine developed by Bharat 
Biotech has got regulatory approval for the second and 
third phase trials. This is the first of its kind COVID-19 
jab to undergo human clinical trials in India.  
 

Govt to ban manufacture, sale and use of single-use 
plastic items from 1st of July next year 
The Union Government has notified the plastic waste 
management amendment rules 2021 prohibiting identified 
single-use plastic items by 2022.  
 

Four more sites of India added to Ramsar list as 
wetlands of International importance. 
Four more wetlands from India get recognition from the 
Ramsar Secretariat as Ramsar sites. These sites are 
Thol and Wadhwana from Gujarat and Sultanpur and 
Bhindawas from Haryana. With this, the number of 
Ramsar sites in India are 46. 
 

PM Modi spells out his vision for India for next 25 
years in his address to nation on Independence Day 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has spelled out his vision 
for India for next 25 years, while addressing the nation 
on 75th Independence Day. He announced a ₹100 lakh 
crore Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti initiative which will 
create employment opportunities for the country's youth 
and help in holistic infrastructure growth.  
 

He also announced the setting up of the National Hydrogen 
Mission with the aim of becoming the new global hub of 
Green Hydrogen and also its largest exporter. 
 

6,808 dead in rain, cyclones in 3 years 
Nearly 6,800 people lost their lives in the country over 
the past three years due to hydro-meteorological 
calamities such as flash floods, landslips and cyclones, 
and West Bengal has recorded the highest deaths 
among all States. 
 

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 
inaugurates world's 2nd-largest refurbished National 
Gene Bank 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar inaugurated the world's second-largest 
refurbished National Gene Bank at the National Bureau 
of Plant Genetic Resources, Pusa in New Delhi. 
 

Ten more Handloom Design Resource Centres to be 
set up in country: Ministry of Textiles 
Ministry of Textiles has said that ten more Handloom 
Design Resource Centres will be set up in the country 
with aim to build and create design-oriented excellence 
in the Handloom sector. These Design Resource 
Centres will be set up by National Institute of Fashion 
Technology (NIFT) at Weavers’ Service Centres of 
Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kannur, 
Indore, Nagpur, Meerut, Bhagalpur and Panipat. 
 

75 Hunar Haats to be organized across country 
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: Naqvi 
Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi has said 
that 75 Hunar Haats will be organized across the country 
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
 

India’s first cattle genomic chip launched in 
Telangana 
To conserve indigenous breeds of cattle like Gir, 
Kankrej, Sahiwal and Ongole, the National Institute of 
Animal Biotechnology (NIAB) has developed India’s first 
cattle genomic chip, IndiGau.   

Samsung, NSDC to train 50,000 youth for jobs in 
electronics retail sector 
Consumer electronics major Samsung India has 
partnered with the National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) under a CSR initiative, aiming to 
train 50,000 young persons as job-ready for the 
electronics retail sector over the next few years. 
 

Collegium recommends eight judges for Supreme Court 
The Supreme Court Collegium headed by Chief Justice 
of India N V Ramana officially notified its 
recommendation of nine names for appointment as 
judges to the top court.   
 

Centre approves ₹11,040 crore for National Mission 
to boost palm oil production 
The Cabinet approved the National Mission on Edible 
Oils Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) with a financial outlay of  
₹11,040 crore to promote domestic cultivation of oil palm 
in the next five years, and reduce the country's 
dependence on edible oil imports.   
 

Rajnath opens Defence Startup Challenge 5.0 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the 5th edition 
of the Defence India Start-up Challenge (DISC) under 
Innovations for Defence Excellence - Defence Innovation 
Organisation (iDEX-DIO) meant to achieve self-reliance 
and foster innovation and technology development in the 
defence and aerospace sectors.  
 

DRDO develops chaff technology to safeguard 
fighter jets 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology 
to safeguard fighter aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
against hostile radar threats. 
 

Govt announces incentive for mills exporting sugar, 
diverting it to ethanol 
The Centre announced an incentive for sugar mills in the 
form of an additional domestic sales quota to those that 
export sugar and divert the commodity towards ethanol 
making, in the new 2021-22 season starting October.   
 

Naveen launches smart health card for the poor in 
Odisha 
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched smart 
health cards under the Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana to 
enable around 3.5 crore people to get cashless 
healthcare services in 200 hospitals in the state and 
other parts of the country.   
 

Zycov-D, first vaccine for those over 12, gets nod 
Gujarat-based Zydus Cadila’s three-dose Covid-19 
vaccine was granted emergency use authorisation for 
use in adults and children above 12 years, making it 
potentially the first vaccine to be administered to the 
adolescent population in India.   
 

SC allows women to appear for NDA exam 
Breaking the glass ceiling, the Supreme Court of India 
ordered that women can also sit for the upcoming 
National Defence Academy (NDA) examination and held 
that the policy that restricts their entry into the elite 
institution is based on “gender discrimination”. 
 

Government Constitutes a Committee for doubling 
the production and quadrupling the exports of 
handlooms in a span of 3 years 
The Union Government has constituted a committee for 
doubling the production and quadrupling the exports of 
handlooms in a span of three years. It will be headed by 
Chairman of Fashion Design Council of India Sunil Sethi. 
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NTPC commissions largest Floating Solar PV Project 
in Andhra Pradesh 
NTPC Limited has commissioned the largest floating solar 
PV project of 25 MegaWatt on the reservoir of its Simhadri 
thermal station in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 
 

India signs deal for 70,000 assault rifles 
India and Russia have signed a deal for the immediate 
off-the-shelf procurement of 70,000 latest AK series of 
assault rifles.   
 

35 more Earthquake Observatories by end of this 
year in India 
India is going to have 35 more earthquake observatories 
by the end of this year and aims to add 100 more 
earthquake observatories by 2026, Minister of State 
(MoS) for Science and Technology Jitendra Singh said.   
 

Govt launches Amrit Mahotsav App Innovation 
Challenge 2021 for Indian entrepreneurs, start-ups 
The Union Government has launched Amrit Mahotsav 
App Innovation Challenge 2021 for Indian entrepreneurs 
and start-ups.  
 

Russia to deliver new stealth frigate in 2023 
The first of two additional Krivak class stealth frigates 
being built by Russia is expected to be delivered to India 
in the middle of 2023. 
 

Delhi Chief Minister inaugurates India’s first-ever 
smog tower in National Capital 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal inaugurated India’s 
first-ever smog tower in the national capital in the 
Connaught Place area to improve air quality.  
 

IIT Madras develops indigenous motorized 
wheelchair vehicle 
The Indian Institute of Technology Madras has 
developed India’s first indigenous motorized wheelchair 
vehicle ‘NeoBolt’, that can be used not only on roads but 
even on uneven terrains.   
 

'Operation Devi Shakti': India evacuates more than 
800 people from Afghanistan 
India gave a name to its operation to evacuate its 
citizens from war-torn Afghanistan. External affairs 
minister S Jaishankar called it 'Operation Devi Shakti' 
and saluted the efforts of Indian Air Force and Air India.   
 

New portal launched to facilitate geospatial planning 
of MGNREGA assets 
The Union government launched a new geospatial 
planning portal, 'Yuktdhara', which will help in facilitating 
new MGNREGA assets using remote sensing and 
geographic information system-based data.  
 

Microsoft teams up with Invest India to support 11 
tech startups 
Microsoft has teamed up with India’s national investment 
promotion and facilitation agency Invest India to support 
tech startups in the country.   
 

Cabinet approves MoU between ICAI and Institute of 
Professional Accountants of Russia 
Union Cabinet has also approved the signing 
Memorandum of Understanding between Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India and Institute of 
Professional Accountants of Russia.   
 

India’s first mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine DCGI 
nod to move into Ph-2 & Ph-3 trial 
India’s first mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine has 
received a nod from the Drugs Controller General of 

India (DCGI) to move into Phase-2 and Phase-3 trial. 
Gennova Biopharmaceuticals Ltd is working on the 
mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine- HGCO19.   
 

Jal Shakti Ministry begins SUJALAM, a 100 days 
campaign as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations 
Jal Shakti Ministry began SUJALAM, a 100 days 
campaign as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations to create more and more ODF Plus villages 
by undertaking waste water management at village level.  
 

Cabinet approves highest ever Fair and Remunerative 
Price of ₹290 per quintal for Sugarcane 
The Unio Cabinet has approved the highest ever Fair 
and Remunerative Price of 290 rupees per quintal  for 
Sugarcane.  
 

Kovind signs appointment of 9 SC judges 
President Ram Nath Kovind had signed the warrants of 
the appointment of nine judges, including three women, 
to the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is currently 
functioning with 24 judges against a sanctioned strength 
of 35, including the CJI. 
 

Portal for unorganised workers opens 
The Union Labour and Employment Ministry launched  
e-Shram portal aiming to register 38 crore unorganised 
workers in the country, eventually to help in the 
implementation of social security schemes. 
 

India adds 557 new species to faunal wealth 
India has added 557 new species to its fauna, which 
includes 407 new species and 150 new records, reveals 
Animal Discoveries 2020, a document published recently 
by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI). The number of 
faunal species in India has climbed to 1,02,718 species 
with the discovery of the new species. 
 

NITI Aayog, Cisco roll out WEPNxt to nurture women 
entrepreneurship in India 
NITI Aayog and US-based multinational firm Cisco 
launched the next phase of the Women Entrepreneurship 
Platform (WEP). The next phase of the WEP, known as 
WEPNxt, will utilise Cisco’s technology and experience of 
working with Indian startup ecosystem to enable more 
businesses owned by women all over India. 
 

Niti Aayog Releases NER District SDG Index Report; 
East Sikkim Tops Chart 
East Sikkim has topped in terms of meeting sustainable 
development goals in the Niti Aayog's North Eastern 
Region (NER) District SDG Index Report 2021-22 and 
Nagaland's Kiphire featured at the bottom, as per the 
specified parameters. 
 

Tamil Nadu Governor given additional charge of Punjab 
Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit has been given 
the additional charge of Punjab. He will also officiate as 
Chandigarh Adminstrator. 
 

Pay fees for COVID orphans, SC tells States 
The Supreme Court of India has ordered the State 
governments to bear the private school fees of children who 
have lost both or one parent during the pandemic for the 
current academic year in case the schools refused to waive it. 
 

FM Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates ‘My Pad, My 
Right’ project in Tripura 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated 
a project called ‘My Pad, My Right’ initiated by NABARD  
and NABFOUNDATION at Killa village in Gomati district 
of Tripura. 
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Rajnath Singh commissions Indian Coast Guard 
Ship Vigraha in Chennai Harbour 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned the state of 
the art Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha in Chennai Harbour. 
Vigraha is the seventh in the series of offshore patrol vessels 
and will be based in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 
 

Mansukh Mandaviya takes charge as Stop TB 
Partnership Board chairman 
Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Mansukh 
Mandaviya has taken over charge as the Chairperson of 
Stop TB Partnership Board.  
 

Smt. Smriti Irani Addresses The First Ever G20 
Ministerial Conference On Women’s Empowerment 
The First-ever G20 Ministerial Conference on Women’s 
Empowerment was held at Santa Margherita Ligure, Italy. 
The Union Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt. 
Smriti Irani addressed the meet on behalf of India. 
 

Sonu Sood to be brand ambassador for ‘Desh ke 
Mentor’ programme 
Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal has announced that 
Bollywood actor Sonu Sood will be the brand ambassador 
of the Delhi government’s ‘Desh Ke Mentors’ programme.  
 

International passenger flights stay suspended till 
Sept. 30 
The suspension of scheduled international passenger 
flights due to the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
extended till September 30, the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said. 
 

Amit Banerjee takes over as CMD of BEML 
Amit Banerjee took over as Chairman and Managing 
Director of BEML, a public sector undertaking under the 
Ministry of Defence. 
 

Indian Army gets first batch of multi-mode hand 
grenades made by private sector firm 
The first batch of Indian-made multi-mode hand 
grenades (MMHG), manufactured by a private firm 
Economic Explosives Limited (EEL), was delivered to the 
Indian Army in the presence of Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh at a ceremony in Nagpur. 
 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
notifies the eco-sensitive zone of the Deepar Beel 
Wildlife Sanctuary 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
notified the eco-sensitive zone of the Deepar Beel 
Wildlife Sanctuary on the south-western edge of 
Guwahati. Deepar Beel is one of the largest freshwater 
lakes in Assam and the State’s only Ramsar site besides 
being an Important Bird Area.  
 

102 Vande Bharat trains to be operational by 2024 
The Indian Railways has floated a tender for 58 Vande 
Bharat train sets after Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced in his Independence Day speech that 75 
such trains will be launched in 75 weeks of ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ to connect different parts of the country.   
 

 
 
 
 

Gross GST collection in July crosses ₹1.16 lakh 
crore indicating speedy recovery of economy 
The gross GST revenue collected in July crossed 
1,16,000 crore rupees indicating that the economy is 
recovering at a fastpace and the robust GST revenues 
are likely to continue in the coming months too, the 
Finance Ministry Said  

IDFC First Bank reports net loss of ₹630 crore in Q1 
on higher provisions 
IDFC First Bank reported a net loss of ₹630 crore for the 
quarter ended June 30, 2021, due to provisioning 
measures for weathering the impact of the second wave 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 

India's services exports at USD 19.72 bn in June: RBI 
data 
India's services exports increased 24.1 per cent month-
on-month to USD 19.72 billion in June 2021, the 
Reserve Bank of India said.  
 

Assam govt inks MOU with Microfinance Institutions 
for implementation of Assam Micro Finance 
Incentive & Relief Scheme 2021 
With a view to provide relief to poor women borrowers 
who are not able to return the loan amount of Micro 
Finance Institutions (MFIs), the Assam government 
signed an MOU with Microfinance Institutions for 
implementation of Assam Micro Finance Incentive and 
Relief Scheme 2021 in Guwahati  
 

PNB net rises more than threefold, expenses slide 
State-owned Punjab National Bank reported a more than 
threefold jump in standalone net profit to ₹1,023.46 crore 
for the first quarter ended June 30, mainly due to a 
decline in operating expenses and ‘good’ recovery.   
 

RBL Bank reports ₹459 cr loss in Q1 on higher loan 
provisions 
RBL Bank reported a net loss of ₹459 crore in the 
quarter ended June 2021 due to a threefold rise in 
provisioning.   
 

Fincare SFB’s ₹1,330-cr. IPO gets SEBI nod 
Digital lender Fincare Small Finance Bank has received 
capital markets regulator Sebi's go-ahead to raise  
₹1,330 crore through an initial share sale.   
 

IOB Q1 net more than doubles to ₹327 crore 
Public sector lender Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) 
reported a 170% jump in its net profit to ₹327 crore for 
the first quarter of this fiscal as compared to ₹121 crore 
in the corresponding quarter last fiscal.   
 

Bank of India first quarter net profit falls 14.7% to ₹720 cr 
Bank of India reported a 14.7 per cent decline in net 
profit at ₹720 crore for the June quarter. The bank had 
posted a net profit of ₹843.60 crore in the year-ago 
period.   
 

Sebi allows payments banks to act as investment 
bankers 
To provide easy access to investors to participate in 
public and rights issues by using various payment 
avenues, markets regulator Sebi allowed payments 
banks to carry out the activities of investment bankers.   
 

India’s exports increase 47.91% in July to $35.17 
billion 
India’s exports rose 47.19 per cent to the highest 
monthly figure of $35.17 billion in July, driven by healthy 
growth in petroleum, engineering and gems and 
jewellery sectors. 
 

SBI launches new & enhanced security feature – 
‘SIM Binding’ in YONO & YONO Lite app 
State Bank of India (SBI) has launched a new and 
enhanced security feature – ‘SIM Binding’ in YONO and 
YONO Lite app. The new version of these platforms will 
protect customers from various digital frauds.   
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Indian Bank signs MoU with IIT Bombay for extending 
exclusive credit facility to Start-ups and MSMEs 
Indian Bank entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Society for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (SINE) – an initiative of Indian Institute 
of Technology, Bombay – for extending exclusive credit 
facility to Start-ups and MSMEs.   
 

India achieves significant increase of 44.3% in 
export of agricultural, processed food products in 
April-June (2021-22) 
India has achieved a significant increase of 44.3 per cent 
in export of agricultural and processed food products 
during April to June in the current financial year. The 
overall export has increased to four thousand 817 million 
dollars in April to June this year as compared to that of 
three thousand 338 million dollars in the first quarter last 
year. 
 

SBI Q1 net jumps 55% to record ₹6,504 cr. on lower 
provisions 
State Bank of India reported a 55% surge in its June-
quarter net profit at ₹6,504 crore, paced by lower 
provisions, higher fee incomes, and one-time recovery 
from the Kingfisher Airlines.   
 

KVB Q1 profit rises a tad to ₹109 crore 
Private sector lender Karur Vysya Bank (KVB)  reported 
a marginal growth in its net profit to ₹109 crore for the 
first quarter ended June 30.   
 

RBI extends deadline for shifting of current accounts 
till Oct 31 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) gave banks time till 
October 31 to comply with its guidelines on current 
account and overdraft facilities.   
 

Govt to amend Income Tax Act to nullify 
retrospective tax demands 
After Vodafone and Cairn Energy setbacks, the Union 
government moved to end retrospective tax by amending 
Income Tax Act. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
introduced The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in 
the Lok Sabha, which seeks to withdraw tax demands 
made on indirect transfer of Indian assets prior to May 
28, 2012.   
 

Axis Bank crosses a milestone of 1 million 
customers on ‘WhatsApp Banking’ 
Axis Bank, India’s third largest private sector bank 
announced the milestone of 1 million+ customers on its 
WhatsApp Banking channel with a staggering request 
count of 6 million till now.   
 

RBI Monetary Policy Highlights 
The Reserve Bank of India kept the benchmark repo rate 
unchanged at 4 percent while maintaining its 
"accommodative" stance. The reverse repo rate stands 
at 3.35 percent. The central bank has also maintained 
the GDP growth forecast for FY22 unchanged at 9.5%. It 
sees CPI inflation at 5.7% for FY22 versus 5.1% 
projected earlier. 
 

Supreme Court stalls $3.4-billion RIL-Future deal, 
win for Amazon 
The Supreme Court ruled in favour of Amazon in a case 
that pitched the American online major against India’s 
original retail king Kishore Biyani’s Future Group and 
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Retail. The ruling puts the 
$3.4-billion merger deal between Future and Reliance on 
hold for now. 
 
 

Reserve Bank Of India Likely To Come Up With 
Digital Currency Model By Year End 
The Reserve Bank of India is likely to come up with a 
model for fiat digital currencies by year-end, RBI Deputy 
Governor T Rabi Sankar informed.   
 

CUB Q1 net profit rises 12% to ₹173 crore 
City Union Bank Ltd. has reported a 12% increase in 
standalone net profit to ₹173 crore for the first quarter of 
FY22.  
 

Karnataka Bank empanelled as ‘Agency Bank’ for 
government business 
Karnataka Bank is empanelled by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to act as an ‘Agency Bank’ to facilitate 
transactions related to the government businesses.   
 

Corporate lending by major PSBs declines 
Corporate lending by major public sector banks has been 
on the wane. State Bank of India’s domestic corporate 
advances decreased 2.23 per cent at ₹7,90,494 crore in 
the quarter ended June 30, 2021, comparedto ₹8,09,322 
crore in the same quarter last year.    
 

Central Bank of India enters into strategic co-lending 
partnership with Dhanvarsha Finvest 
Central Bank of India (CBoI) has entered into a strategic 
co-lending partnership with Dhanvarsha Finvest Ltd 
(DFL) to offer loans against gold ornaments under 
priority sector to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) borrowers at competitive rates. 
 

upGrad raises $185 mn; enters unicorn club 
Online higher education portal upGrad has made it to the 
unicorn list with latest funding of $185 million at a market 
valuation of $1.2 billion. 
 

Tata Group looking to enter semiconductor 
manufacturing 
Tata Group is looking to make a foray into semiconductor 
manufacturing, Chairman N Chandrasekaran said.   
 

Revenue Deficit Grant of ₹9,871 crore released to  
17 states 
The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance has 
released 5th monthly instalment of Post Devolution 
Revenue Deficit (PDRD) Grant of ₹9,871 crore to the 
States on 9th August, 2021.   
 

RBI ropes in Neeraj Chopra for awareness campaign 
against cyber frauds 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has roped in star javelin 
thrower Neeraj Chopra for its awareness campaign 
against growing cyber frauds  
 

NSE IFSC Appoints BSO As Its Global Connectivity 
Provider 
NSE IFSC Ltd, NSE's international exchange, has appointed 
BSO as its first official global connectivity provider.   
 

IDFC FIRST Bank inks MoU with Indian Navy to offer 
Honour FIRST banking solutions 
IDFC FIRST Bank has inked a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Navy in a bid to 
offer Honour FIRST, a premium banking solution, an 
exclusive initiative for serving banking requirements 
personnel and veterans of the Indian Navy. 
 

SIDBI unveils Digital Prayaas lending platform 
Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), has 
unveiled ‘Digital Prayaas’ an app-based digital-lending 
platform to facilitate loans to entrepreneurs from low-
income groups.   
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Centre to soon free up untapped space in SEZs 
The Union government will soon free up unused built-up 
area worth about ₹30,000 crore and idle land inside 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for other economic 
activity, Commerce Secretary B.V.R Subrahmanyam 
said at a CII event.  
 

Franklin Templeton MF says returned ₹21,000 cr to 
investors of 6 shuttered schemes 
Franklin Templeton Mutual Fund (MF) said it has returned 
over ₹21,000 crore to unitholders of six shuttered debt 
schemes till date. This amounts to 84 per cent of assets 
under management (AUM) as of April 23, 2020. 
 

KFC, Pizza Hut operator Sapphire Foods files IPO 
papers with Sebi 
Sapphire Foods India Ltd, which operates KFC and 
Pizza Hut outlets, has filed draft papers with capital 
markets regulator Sebi to raise funds through an initial 
public offering (IPO). 
 

Deutsche Bank to start IFSC Banking Unit at GIFT City 
Deutsche Bank has got approval from the GIFT SEZ 
(Special Economic Zone) Authority to set up an IFSC 
banking unit. The banking unit will be set up at India’s 
first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) at 
GIFT City in Gujarat.   
 

Noopur Chaturvedi appointed CEO of NPCI Bharat 
BillPay 
National Payments Corporation of India announced the 
appointment of Noopur Chaturvedi as the Chief 
Executive Officer of NPCI Bharat BillPay. 
 

Retail inflation eases to 5.39% in July 
India's retail inflation eased to a three-month low in July, 
back within the Reserve Bank's tolerance level (2 per 
cent-6 per cent) after staying above the upper band for 
two straight months. 
 

Bank credit grows 6.11% in fortnight ended July 30: 
RBI data 
Bank credit grew by 6.11 per cent to ₹109.1 lakh crore 
and deposits by 9.8 per cent to ₹155.49 lakh crore in the 
fortnight ended July 30, according to RBI data.  
 

Competition Commission approves Zomato buying 
9.3% stake in Grofers India 
The Competition Commission has approved online food 
delivery platform Zomato's proposed purchase of  
9.3 per cent stake in online grocery shopping player 
Grofers India. 
 

Adi Godrej to quit as chairman of Godrej Industries 
on October 1 
Adi Godrej will step down as chairman of Godrej 
Industries (GIL), the holding company of the Godrej 
group, on October 1 and his younger brother Nadir 
Godrej, GIL’s current managing director, will replace him. 
 

At $35 billion in July, India records highest-ever 
monthly exports 
India exported goods worth $35.43 billion in July, the 
highest first time ever in a month, due to recovery in key 
global markets and robust demand, according to the 
data released by the commerce and industry ministry. 
 

Indian Bank signs MoU with Paralympic Committee 
to support athletes 
Public sector Indian Bank has signed an MoU with the 
Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) as one of the 
banking partners of the Paralympic Games scheduled to 
commence from August 24 in Tokyo, Japan. 
 

India's forex reserves rise by $889 mn to lifetime 
high of $621.464 bn 
The country's foreign exchange reserves increased by 
USD 889 million to a lifetime high of USD 621.464 billion 
in the week ended August 6, 2021. 
 

HCL Technologies becomes 4th IT firm to hit ₹3 
trillion market-cap 
HCL Technologies' market capitalisation (market-cap) 
touched ₹3 trillion for the first time on Friday, becoming 
the fourth Indian information technology (IT) firm to 
achieve this milestone after Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), Infosys and Wipro. 
 

India attracts $2 billion in fintech investment in H1 of 
2021: Report 
India almost matched its total fintech investment in 2020, 
with $2 billion in investment in the first half of 2021, 
according to KPMG’s Pulse of Fintech, a bi-annual report 
on fintech investment trends. 
 

RBI cancels license of Raigad based Karnala Nagari 
Sahakari Bank 
The Reserve Bank has cancelled the license of Raigad based 
Karnala Nagari Sahakari Bank Limited in Maharashtra. 
 

BoM tops PSU banks chart in terms of loan, saving 
deposit growth in Q1 
State-owned Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has emerged 
as the top performer among public sector lenders in 
terms of loan and savings deposit growth during the first 
quarter of the current financial year.   
 

WPI eases for 2nd month in a row to 11.16% in July 
Inflation in wholesale prices stood at 11.16% in July, 
marginally lower than the 12.07% in June, with the pace 
of price rise moderating in primary articles, food as well 
as fuel and power, but gaining momentum in 
manufactured products.   
 

HDFC unveils ‘Green & Sustainable’ FD 
Leading mortgage lender HDFC has announced the 
introduction of ‘Green & Sustainable Deposits’ to 
safeguard the environment from climate change. These 
fixed deposits will be directed towards financing of green 
and sustainable housing credit solutions and services. 
 

RBI unveils financial inclusion index 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the 
formation of a composite Financial Inclusion Index (FI-
Index) to capture the extent of financial inclusion across 
the country. The FI-Index for the period ended March 
2021 stood at 53.9 compared with 43.4 for the period 
ended March 2017. 
 

SEBI cuts post-IPO lock-in for promoters to 18 months 
Markets regulator SEBI has reduced the minimum lock-
in period for promoters’ investment post an initial public 
offering (IPO) to 18 months from three years, under 
certain conditions. 
 

Exporters to get duty relief as part of Jan. 1 RoDTEP 
scheme 
To boost exports, the Union government announced 
rates of tax refunds under the export promotion scheme 
RoDTEP for 8,555 products, such as marine goods, 
yarn, dairy items. 
 

New credit cards: RBI partially lifts curbs on HDFC 
Bank 
In a major relief for HDFC Bank, the Reserve Bank of 
India has partially lifted the ban on the private sector 
lender and has allowed it to issue new credit cards. 
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RBI to buy ₹25,000-cr. of bonds Aug. 26 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will conduct an open 
market purchase of government securities of ₹25,000 
crore on August 26 under the G-sec Acquisition 
Programme (G-SAP 2.0).   
 

HDFC Bank raises $1 bn via foreign bonds 
HDFC Bank has raised $1 billion through overseas 
bonds. The dollar denominated, Basel III compliant AT1 
notes were priced at 3.70%, 42.5 bps (basis points) 
lower than the initial price guidance.   
 

N.K. Singh elected as IEG Society chief 
Fifteenth Finance Commission chairperson N.K. Singh 
has been elected as the president of the Institute of 
Economic Growth ((IEG) Society. 
 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank MD and CEO Nitin Chugh 
resigns  
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank said its managing director and 
CEO Nitin Chugh has resigned citing personal reasons.  
 

CVC re-appoints T M Bhasin as chairman of 
Advisory Board for Banking Frauds 
The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) re-appointed  
T M Bhasin as chairman of the Advisory Board for 
Banking and Financial Frauds (ABBFF), a panel 
constituted to examine bank frauds of over ₹50 crore and 
recommend action.   
 

Shanti Lal Jain appointed as new MD and CEO of 
Indian Bank 
The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has 
approved the proposal to appoint Shanti Lal Jain as the 
new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Chennai-headquartered Indian Bank.   
 

Exim Bank extends soft loans worth $210 mn to Guinea 
Exim Bank has extended soft loans worth $210.73 
million on behalf of the Indian government to Guinea to 
support various projects in the African country.   
 

Mashreq Bank activates UPI platform across UAE 
NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) has partnered 
with Mashreq Bank to launch the payment system facility 
of Unified Payments Interface (UPI), in the UAE. 
Mashreq Bank is the oldest privately owned bank in the 
United Arab Emirates. 
 

Indian startups get 16.9 billion dollars venture 
capital funding in 2021, says GlobalData 
Indian startups got 16.9 billion dollars of venture capital 
funding in 2021, according to the leading data and 
analytics company, GlobalData. 
 

Apple tops Hurun Global 500 Most Valuable 
Companies list 2021; Reliance top Indian 
Apple is the world’s most valuable company (USD 2,443 
billion) according to the Hurun Global 500 Most Valuable 
Companies list 2021. Reliance Industries (USD 188 
billion) ranked at 57 is the top Indian company in the list. 
 

Facebook India launches loans programme for small 
businesses in 200 places 
Facebook India announced a new programme called the 
"Small Business Loans Initiative", in partnership with online 
lending platform Indifi, to help small and medium 
businesses (SMBs) that advertise on Facebook to get quick 
access to credit through independent lending partners. 
 

Government amends FEMA to enable FDI hike in 
insurance sector to 74% 
The government has amended the Foreign Exchange 
Management (non-debt instruments) Rules, 2019 to 
enable the increase in foreign direct investment limit in 
the insurance sector to 74 per cent. 
 

Foreign investors pump in over ₹7,200 cr into Indian 
capital markets so far in August 
Foreign investors have pumped in over 7,200 crore 
rupees into the Indian capital markets so far in August.   
 

FM unveils ₹6 lakh-cr. asset monetisation plan 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled an 
ambitious ₹6 lakh crore National Monetisation Pipeline 
(NMP) that included unlocking value by involving private 
companies across infrastructure sectors -- from passenger 
trains and railway stations to airports, roads and stadiums.   
 

RBI panel moots four tiers for UCBs 
A Reserve Bank-appointed committee has suggested a 
four-tier structure for the urban cooperative banks 
(UCBs) depending upon the deposits and prescribed 
different capital adequacy and regulatory norms for them 
based on their sizes.   
 

Eicher names Lal MD again, revises pay 
The board of Eicher Motors ‘unanimously’ decided to 
reappoint Siddhartha Lal as MD along with a revised 
remuneration structure, days after an earlier proposal 
was rejected by the shareholders.   
 

Pakistan gets $2.75 billion from IMF under SDR 
programme 
Pakistan received $2.75 billion from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) under a Special Drawing Rights 
(SDR) programme to support low-income countries hit by 
the coronavirus.  
 

GDP likely grew at 18.5% in April-June: SBI report 
The country's gross domestic product (GDP) is expected 
to grow at around 18.5 per cent with an upward bias in 
the first quarter of the current financial year, according to 
SBI research report Ecowrap  
 

Govt. cautions savers against Nidhi firms 
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has warned people against 
parking savings in Nidhi companies, after it found that none 
of the firms that had applied so far to be recognised under 
relevant rules was compliant with the norms  
 

Centre allows GM soya cake imports till Oct. 
With rising soyabean prices escalating the poultry 
industry’s costs, the Centre allowed the import of  
1.2 million metric tonnes of crushed and de-oiled 
genetically modified (GM) soya cake till October 31, 2021.   
 

CCEA approves FDI proposal of ₹15000 cr 
investment by Anchorage Infrastructure Investments 
Holdings Ltd 
The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 
approved the FDI proposal for an investment of up to  
15 thousand crore rupees by Anchorage Infrastructure 
Investment Holding Limited. The investment will be a 
major boost to the infrastructure, construction and also to 
the Airport sector.   
 

Canara Bank raises ₹2,500 cr through QIP 
State-run Canara Bank had garnered a total of ₹2,500 crore 
equity capital through Qualified Institutional Placement (QIP).   
 

Tata Consultancy Services' market valuation crosses 
₹13.5 lakh cr 
The market capitalization of Tata Consultancy Services 
breached the ₹13.5 lakh crore mark -- the second 
company after Reliance Industries Ltd to achieve the feat. 
 

Centre raises family pension for bank staff 
The Centre approved a proposal of the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) to increase the family pension for bank 
employees to 30% of the last salary drawn, besides 
lifting the cap on pension. 
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RBI extends scope of tokenisation to laptops, 
wearable devices 
The Reserve Bank of India extended the scope of 
"tokenisation" to several consumer devices, including 
laptops, desktops, wearables like wristwatches and 
bands, as well as Internet of Things (IoT) devices. 
 

RBI appoints Ajay Kumar as Executive Director 
The Reserve Bank of India has appointed Ajay Kumar as 
executive director with effect from August 20, 2021. He 
will be responsible for departments of currency 
management, foreign exchange and premises. 
 

Govt extends tenure of 3 managing directors and 10 
executive directors of public-sector banks 
The appointments committee of the cabinet (ACC) has 
extended the tenure for 3 managing directors and chief 
executive officers (MD & CEOs) and 10 executive directors 
of public sector banks. The ACC approved the tenure 
extension of S S Mallikarjuna Rao, MD & CEO of Punjab 
National Bank and also approved a two-year extension for 
Atul Kumar Goel, MD & CEO of UCO Bank as well as  
A S Rajeev, MD & CEO of Bank of Maharashtra. 
 

Afcons bags $530 million Greater Male Connectivity 
Project in Maldives 
Afcons, the engineering and construction arm of the 
Shapoorji Pallonji Group, has won a USD 530-million 
contract to construct the largest-ever infrastructure 
project in the Maldives. 
 

Barclays invests over ₹3,000 cr. in India unit 
UK based Barclays Bank Plc has infused ₹3,000 crore in 
India in its single largest one time capital infusion in the 
country indicating its confidence in the growth prospects. 
 

RBI prices Series VI Gold Bond at ₹4,732 
The issue price for the next tranche of Sovereign Gold 
Bond Scheme 2021-22, which will open for subscription 
for five days from August 30, has been fixed at ₹4,732 
per gram of gold. 
 

India-Australia aim for ‘early harvest’ trade pact by Dec. 
The trade ministers of India and Australia have agreed to 
speed up trade negotiations with an aim to reach an 
interim ‘early harvest’ pact by December for liberalising 
the bilateral flow of goods and services. 
 

Mahindra Defence Systems bags Indian Navy 
contract worth ₹1,349.95 crore 
Mahindra Defence Systems Limited (MDS) has bagged a 
contract worth ₹1,349.95 crore for manufacturing of 
Integrated Anti-Submarine Warfare Defence Suite (IADS) for 
modern warships of Indian Navy from the Indian government. 
 

Nirmala Sitharaman launches EASE 4.0 
Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala 
Sitharaman, launched the fourth edition of Public Sector 
Bank (PSB) Reforms Agenda called ‘EASE 4.0’ for the 
financial year 2021-22. It is a simplified, tech-enabled 
and collaborative banking. 
 

Cuba to recognise and regulate crypto-currencies 
Government of Cuba announced to recognize and regulate 
crypto-currencies for payment in the Island nation. 
 

FDI equity inflow in April-June rises 168% to $17.57 bn 
FDI equity inflow into India increased by a steep 168 per 
cent in the April-June 2021-22 period to $ 17.57 billion 
compared to the same period last year. Auto, computer 
hardware & software services are top sectors.  
 

IDBI Bank board approves divesting entire 19% 
stake in ARCIL 
IDBI Bank said its board has okayed a proposal to divest 
its entire stake of over 19 per cent in ARCIL.   
 

Monetary penalty imposed on five payment system 
operators 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed fine on 
five payment system operators citing non-compliance 
with its norms on prescribed transaction limits and ATM 
deployment, among others.   
 

IBBI to ban appointment of commission agents 
The insolvency regulator, Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India (IBBI), proposes to ban the appointment 
of commission agents for the sale of assets in a 
liquidation process. 
 

Foreign investors pumped in around ₹14,500 crore 
into Indian capital markets in August 
Foreign investors have pumped in around 14,500 crore 
rupees into the Indian capital markets in August. 
 

Axis Bank issues foreign currency debt 
Axis Bank had started issuing debt securities under its 
₹35,000-crore, debt-raise plan announced earlier this year. 
 

HSBC Asia appoints former SBI chairman Rajnish 
Kumar as non-executive director 
Banking giant HSBC has appointed former SBI chairman 
Rajnish Kumar as a non-executive director for its Hong 
Kong-headquartered Asia unit. 
 

Ola looking to raise up to USD 1.5 bn via IPO 
Ride-hailing major Ola is looking at raising USD 1-1.5 billion 
(₹7,324-10,985 crore) via an initial public offering (IPO) . 
 

MapMyIndia plans ₹1,200 crore IPO 
Homegrown digital mapping company MapMyIndia is 
looking to raise around ₹1,200 crore through an initial 
public offering.   
 

 
 
 
 

Indian-origin entrepreneur Ajay Dilwari honoured 
with Order of British Columbia in Canada 
Leading Indian-origin entrepreneur Ajay Dilwari has been 
honoured with Canada's prestigious Order of British 
Columbia award, the province's highest form of recognition. 
 

Telangana’s AI-based crowd management tool 
selected for NASSCOM award 
The Telangana government’s Information Technology, 
Electronics and Communications (ITE&C) department 
has won the AI Gamechanger Award at the Xperience-AI 
Summit organised by NASSCOM. 
 

Nagaland Wins 7 National Awards Under “Van Dhan 
Yojana Scheme” 
Nagaland has bagged seven prestigious national awards 
in the Van Dhan Vikas Yojana (VDVY) and Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) schemes for exemplary 
performance in various categories.   
 

Maharashtra govt announces new Rajiv Gandhi award 
The Maharashtra government has announced a new 
award named after Rajiv Gandhi. The award will be 
given to institutions and companies for outstanding 
performance in the information technology sector, the 
birth anniversary of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
 

144 Gallantry awards announced for Armed Forces, 
Police and Paramilitary personnel 
President Ram Nath Kovind has approved 144 Gallantry 
awards to Armed Forces, police and paramilitary 
personnel on the eve of Independence Day. These include 
one Ashok Chakra, one Kirti Chakra, 15 Shaurya Chakras, 
four Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry), 116 Sena Medals 
(Gallantry), five Nao Sena Medals (Gallantry) and two 
Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry).   
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

(National and International) 

Akademi awards for Pillai, Mishra 
The Sahitya Akademi named authors Yashodhara Mishra 
and Omcherry N.N. Pillai as the winners of the 2020 awards 
for their works in Odia and Malayalam, respectively. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Muhyiddin Yassin  
Malaysia's Muhyiddin Yassin has stepped down as prime 
minister after months of political turmoil culminated in the 
loss of his majority. 
 

Hakainde Hichilema  
Zambian opposition leader Hakainde Hichilema has 
been declared the winner of last week's bitterly 
contested presidential election. Mr Hichilema defeated 
the incumbent, President Edgar Lungu, by a landslide - 
more than a million votes. 
 

Ismail Sabri Yaakob  
Malaysia’s king named Ismail Sabri Yaakob as the country’s 
new prime minister. Ismail Sabri replaces Muhyiddin Yassin, 
who stepped down this week after losing his parliamentary 
majority due to infighting in his coalition.   
 

Maki Kaji  
Maki Kaji, a university dropout who turned a numbers 
game into one of the world’s most popular logic puzzles 
and became known as the “Godfather of Sudoku,” died.   
 

Padma Sachdev  
Modernday Dogri language poet, noted author and 
Padma Shri recipient Padma Sachdev passed away at a 
Mumbai hospital. 
 

Shankar Subramaniam 
Two-time Olympian Shankar Subramaniam, alias ‘Babu’ 
Nayaran passed away. Nayaran, who was India’s 
goalkeeper during the 1956 and 1960 Olympics.  
 

Mann Kaur  
Centenarian sprinter and veteran athlete Mann Kaur 
passed away at the age of 105 after battling liver cancer. 
 

Dhriti Banerjee 
India’s Zoological Survey (ZSI) has got a female head for 
the first time in its 105 year history. The Indian 
government approved the appointment of Dr. Dhriti 
Banerjee as the director of ZSI.   
 

Rekha Sharma 
Rekha Sharma was given a three-year extension as the 
chairperson of the National Commission for Women 
(NCW). Ms Sharma assumed the charge of NCW 
chairperson on August 7, 2018. 
 

Omar al-Bashir 
Sudan could hand over former President Omar al-Bashir 
to the International Criminal Court to be tried for his part 
in the deaths of 300,000 people during the Darfur war, 
the country's foreign minister said. 
 

Gerd Mueller  
Gerd Muller, the Bayern Munich and former West 
Germany forward known as Der Bomber (The Bomber) 
for his scoring-prowess, has passed away.   
 

Mian Bashir Ahmed 
Veteran Gujjar leader and Padma Bhushan awardee Mian 
Bashir Ahmed, a resident of Ganderbal district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, passed away. He was honoured with the 
Padma Bhushan for his extraordinary service for the 
Gujjar-Bakarwal community and other downtrodden groups 
 

OM Nambiar  
Track legend PT Usha’s coach OM Nambiar passed 
away. He earned a great reputation by training the 
legendary PT Usha in the 80s and 90s and was 
honoured with the Dronacharya Award in 1985 and the 
Padma Shri earlier this year. 
 

Kalyan Singh  
Former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Kalyan Singh 
passed away in Lucknow. Singh was the former 
governor of Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh.   
 

La Ganesan  
President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed La Ganesan as 
the new Governor of the state of Manipur. La Ganeshan 
was a former Member of Parliament in the Rajya Sabha.   
 

O.Chandrasekharan  
Former Indian Footballer O Chandrasekharan passed away 
in Kochi this afternoon. He was 86. Chandrasekharan was 
part of the Indian team that participated in the 1960 Rome 
and the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. 
 

Charlie Watts  
Charlie Watts, the Rolling Stones drummer who 
propelled the band’s sound for nearly 60 years, has died 
aged 80. Watts is regarded as one of the greatest and 
most stylish rock drummers of all time 
 

Narayan Rane  
Narayan Rane was arrested by the Ratnagiri police in 
Maharashtra for comments against chief minister Uddhav 
Thackeray. He is the first central minister to be arrested in 
20 years. 
 

Rodrigo Duterte 
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte declared he will run 
for Vice-President next year to continue his crusade 
against drugs and insurgents.   
 

B.V. Nimbkar  
Noted agricultural scientist and recipient of Padma Shri 
award, B.V. Nimbkar, died due to his age-related ailments. 
He was 90. 
 

Ted Dexter 
Former England Test captain Ted Dexter, one of the 
country’s greatest players, has died aged 86 after a recent 
illness. He captained England and Sussex in the early 1960s. 
 

Ed Asner  
Hollywood legend Ed Asner has passed away at age 91. 
Asner, a seven-time Emmy-winner, is the most 
decorated male performer in Emmys history. 
 

Syed Shahid Hakim 
Olympic footballer and former National coach Syed 
Shahid Hakim passed away. He was 82. He took part in 
the 1960 Olympics and later coached India. 
 

Vasoo Paranjape  
Vasudev, alias Vasoo, Paranjape, a former First Class 
cricketer who mentored numerous greats of the game 
including Sunil Gavaskar, Dilip Vengsarkar, Rahul 
Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar and Rohit Sharma passed 
away after a prolonged illness.   
 

Jacques Rogge  
Former International Olympic Committee president 
Jacques Rogge has died at the age of 79, Rogge 
enjoyed a 12-year tenure in charge of the Olympic 
governing body from 2001 to 2013, and was in charge 
when the Games were awarded to London in 2012. 
 

Buddhadeb Guha 
Noted Bengali writer Buddhadeb Guha, who authored 
several popular books including Madhukari (Honey 
Gatherer), died of post-Covid complications after cardiac 
arrest at a private hospital on Sunday night. He was 85. 
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Italian Lamont Marcell Jacobs wins Olympic 100 m gold 
Lamont Marcell Jacobs has been crowned the sprint king 
of the ongoing Olympic Games in Tokyo as the Italian 
just ran 100 meters in 9.80 seconds. 
 

PV Sindhu Wins Bronze, 1st Indian Woman With 2 
Individual Olympic Medals 
India's PV Sindhu defeated He Bing Jiao of China to win 
the women's singles bronze medal at Tokyo Olympics. 
With this win, Sindhu became the first Indian woman to 
win two individual Olympic medals.   
 

Caeleb Dressel is golden two more times on 
swimming’s final day 
Caeleb Dressel won two more titles to end his Tokyo 
campaign with five golds. 
 

Alexander Zverev Wins Germany's First Tennis Gold 
Since 1992 
Alexander Zverev brushed aside Karen Khachanov in 
straight sets to seal the Olympic men’s singles title and 
win Germany’s first tennis gold since 1992. 
 

Axelsen dethrones Chen for gold 
Denmark's Viktor Axelsen won the Olympic badminton 
gold in Tokyo, becoming the first non-Asian man to win 
the singles title since 1996.   
 

Four-in-a-row for Cuba’s Lopez 
Cuba’s Mijain Lopez became the first man to win four 
Olympic gold medals in wrestling by defeating Georgia’s 
Iakobi Kajaia 5-0 in the Greco-Roman 130-kilogram final. 
 

Karsten Warholm smashes 400m hurdles world 
record in one of greatest races in history 
Karsten Warholm of Norway shattered his own world 
record in the Olympic 400m hurdles, finishing in 45.94 
seconds to break the old mark by 76.   
 

Lovlina Gets Bronze; India's 3rd Medal at Tokyo 2020 
Lovlina Borgohain went down to top seeded Turkish 
boxer Busenaz Surmeneli 0-5 in the welterweight 
semifinals at Tokyo 2020.   
 

India beats Germany 5-4 to clinch bronze medal  
The Indian men's hockey team bagged the bronze medal 
at the Tokyo Olympics after defeating Germany in the 
third place match.   
 

Ravi Kumar Dahiya wins silver medal for India in 
men's 57kg freestyle wrestling 
Indian wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya bagged the silver medal 
after losing in the final of men's 57kg freestyle category to 
Russian Olympic Committee’s (ROC) Zavur Uguev. 
 

Barcelona announces Messi’s departure 
Barcelona said that Lionel Messi will not stay with the 
club after Spanish league financial regulations made it 
impossible for a deal to be reached between the club 
and the player. 
 

Chess: Duda Wins FIDE World Cup 
GM Jan-Krzysztof Duda won the 2021 FIDE World Cup, 
beating GM Sergey Karjakin convincingly in his white 
game, thereby avoiding a tiebreak. 
 

Bangladesh Win 3rd T20I To Seal First Ever Series 
Win Against Australia 
Bangladesh defeated Australia by 10 runs in the third 
T20I to seal its first ever series win over its opponent in 
any format.   
 

Women's Hockey Team Finishes Fourth 
The Indian women's hockey team went down fighting 3-4 
against Great Britain in the bronze medal match. 
 

James Anderson Goes Past Anil Kumble To Become 
3rd-Highest Wicket-Taker In Test Cricket 
England pacer James Anderson surpassed former India 
spinner Anil Kumble to become the third-highest wicket-
taker in Test cricket. He took his tally in Tests to 621 
wickets as he dismissed Shardul Thakur shortly 
afterwards, ahead of Kumble's 619.  
 

Neeraj Chopra wins Gold in Javelin Throw at Tokyo 
Olympics 
India's Javelin throw star Neeraj Chopra created history 
by winning the first ever Gold Medal in Olympic track and 
field event. 
 

Wrestler Bajrang Punia bags Bronze Medal in 65 kg 
category 
Wrestler Bajrang Punia fetched a Bronze Medal in 65 
kilogram category. He floored Niyazbekov Daulet 0f 
Kazakhstan, 8-0. 
 

Most Challenging Tokyo Olympics Declared Closed 
The Tokyo 2020 Games were declared closed on 
Sunday by IOC chief Thomas Bach. The theme of the 
closing ceremony was “Worlds We Share”. Paris is 
hosting the 2024 Summer Games. 
 

Rain hit 1st Test between India & England ends in a draw 
The first Test between India and England in Nottingham 
has ended in a draw after rain played spoil-sport on the 
final day at Trent Bridge.  
 

ICC to push for cricket’s Olympic return 
The ICC has confirmed its intention to push for cricket’s 
inclusion in the Olympic Games going forward, starting 
preparations for a bid on behalf of the sport with the primary 
target being its addition to the Los Angeles 2028 itinerary.   
 

Shakib and Stafanie are ICC players of the month 
Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan and West 
Indies skipper Stafanie Taylor were  named the ICC 
Player of the Month for July in the men’s and women’s 
categories respectively. 
 

Lionel Messi Signs Two-Year Contract With Paris 
Saint-Germain After Leaving Barcelona 
Argentina forward Lionel Messi, who left Barcelona after 
21 years, has signed a two-year contract with Paris 
Saint-Germain, with the option of an additional year, the 
French club announced. 
 

WA puts Neeraj’s feat in top-10 
Star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra's historic gold-
winning feat in the Olympics was listed as one of the 10 
magical moments of track and field in the Tokyo Games 
by World Athletics. 
 

WBC India Committee formed 
With an aim to offer a pathway for domestic 
championship success for aspiring professional boxers, 
the World Boxing Council (WBC) has announced the 
formation of the WBC India Committee in collaboration 
with the Indian Boxing Council. 
 

Komalika Bari becomes new under-21 recurve world 
champion at Youth World Championships 
In Archery, Komalika Bari became the new under-21 
recurve world champion at the Youth World 
Championships in Wroclaw, Poland. 
 

India's U-19 World Cup-winning captain Unmukt 
Chand, 28, announces retirement 
World Cup-winning U19 India captain, Unmukt Chand 
has announced his retirement from cricket in India.   
 

Indian Team Wins 15 Medals At The World Archery 
Youth Championships 
Indian Archery team has won 15 medals including 8 
Gold medals at the World Archery Youth Championships 
in Wroclaw, Poland. 
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India register their third-ever Test victory at iconic 
Lord’s Ground 
India made history after defeating England by 151 runs in 
the second Test of five-match series, registering their third-
ever Test victory at the iconic Lord’s Ground, in London. 
 

India's Raunak Sadhwani wins Spilimbergo Open 
chess tournament 
Young Indian Grandmaster Raunak Sadhwani emerged 
winner in the 19th Spilimbergo Open chess tournament 
with seven points from nine rounds.   
 

Djokovic clocks 334 weeks at No. 1 
Novak Djokovic remains comfortably at No.1 in the ATP 
rankings. He has now spent a record 334 weeks in top spot, 
well ahead of next-best Roger Federer, who managed 310. 
 

Praggnanandhaa takes blitz title 
Sixth seed R. Praggnanandhaa outsmarted five higher-
ranked compatriots to win the RTU Open blitz chess title. 
 

Odisha Govt extends its sponsorship of Indian 
National hockey teams by another 10 years 
Odisha Government has extended its sponsorship of 
Indian National hockey teams by another 10 years. 
 

World Athletics U-20 Championships: India win 
bronze medal in 4×400 metre mixed relay team event 
The mixed relay team of India won a Bronze medal in 
4*400metere at the U20 World Championships being held 
in Nairobi with taking time of 3:20.60, a season best. 
 

World junior wrestling championships: Ravinder 
grabs silver  
Ravinder took the men's freestyle 61kg silver medal  in the 
World junior wrestling championships.   
 

Princepal Singh becomes first Indian to be on NBA 
title winning team with Sacramento Kings 
Young cager Princepal Singh became the first Indian to be 
part of an NBA title winning team when his side Sacramento 
Kings clinched the 2021 NBA Summer League crown.   
 

Bipasha wins silver at World junior wrestling, bronze 
for Simran and Sito  
Beaten in the final, Bipasha (76kg) had to be content 
with a silver medal . Simran (50kg) and Sito (55kg) won 
bronze medals to add to India’s tally. 
 

Silver for Sanju Devi, Bhateri 
India claimed two more silver medals after Sanju Devi 
and Bhateri lost their respective final matches at the 
World junior wrestling championships.   
 

India's Shaili Singh clinches silver in women's long jump 
India's ace long jumper Shaili Singh clinched a silver 
medal in the women's long jump event at the ongoing 
World Athletics U20 Championships in Nairobi.   
 

Tokyo Paralympics starts from August 24 
54 athletes will represent India and compete in 9 sports 
disciplines at Tokyo Paralympics scheduled to be held 
between 24 August and 5 September 2021. 
 

Amit Khatri bags silver medal in men’s 10,000 meter 
race walk at World Athletic U-20 championships 
India’s Amit Khatri has won the silver medal in the men’s 
10,000 m race walk at the World Athletics U20 
Championships in Nairobi. He finished with a time of  
42 minutes 17.94 seconds. 
 

Durand Cup to kick start Indian football season 
The 130th edition of the Durand Cup will kick off a new 
season of Indian football from September 5. 
 

Tek Chand led Indian contingent at opening 
ceremony of 16th Paralympic games in Tokyo 
Javelin thrower Tek Chand led the Indian contingent at the 
opening ceremony of the 16th Paralympic games in Tokyo. 
 

Sathiyan wins in style 
G. Sathiyan bagged his third International men’s singles title 
with a convincing win over Yevhen Pryschchepa of Ukraine in 
the final of the Czech International table tennis tournament. 
 

GM Sethuraman wins Barcelona Open 
Indian Grandmaster S.P. Sethuraman won the 
Barcelona Open chess tournament title while compatriot 
Karthikeyan Murali finished third. 
 

Bhavina Patel settles for Silver medal 
India’s Bhavina Patel has settled for Silver medal in the 
table tennis event at Tokyo Paralympics. Bhavina 
scripted history by becoming the first Indian table tennis 
player to enter the final in the Paralympics. 
 

England win 3rd test by an innings and 76 runs 
England have won the 3rd test at Headingley defeating 
India by an innings and 76 runs. India resumed their 
second innings at the overnight score of 215 for two and 
they were all out for 278 just before lunch. 
 

Tokyo Paralympics: Nishad Kumar wins silver medal 
in Men’s High Jump T47 event 
In Tokyo Paralympics, India’s Nishad Kumar has won 
silver medal with a best effort of 2.06 meter in Men’s 
High Jump T47 event. 
 

Four Indian boxers clinch gold medals 
India clinched four gold medals in the Asian junior boxing 
championships after Rohit Chamoli (48kg), Bharat Joon 
(+81kg), Mahi Raghav (63kg), Vishu Rathee (girls 48kg) 
notched up victories in their summit clashes in Dubai  
 

Indian GM Iniyan wins Noisiel International Open 
chess tournament 
Indian Grandmaster P Iniyan won the Noisiel 
International Open 2021 Chess Tournament here, 
scoring eight points from nine rounds in the Classical 
event after securing the top prize in the Blitz section. 
 

Shooter Avani Lekhara becomes first Indian woman 
to win gold at Games 
Shooter Avani Lekhara scripted history as she became the 
first Indian woman to win a gold medal at the Paralympics in 
the R-2 women's 10m Air Rifle Standing SH1 event. 
 

Sumit Antil clinches Gold in Men’s Javelin Throw 
F64 event 
In Tokyo Paralympics India’s Sumit Antil secured India’s 
second gold medal and set a new world record in the 
men’s javelin throw (F64) event at Tokyo. 
 

Devendra Jhajharia wins silver, Sundar Gurjar bags 
bronze in men’s javelin throw F46 event 
Two- javelin throw veteran Devendra Jhajharia clinched 
third Paralympic medal.  Sundar Singh Gurjar also 
chipped in with a bronze, finishing behind Jhajharia in 
the men’s javelin throw F46 final. 
 

Vinod loses bronze 
Indian discus thrower Vinod Kumar lost his F52 category 
bronze medal after being found ineligible in disability 
classification assessment by the competition panel 
following the result being challenged by some competitors. 
 

Bishwamitra, Vishal, and Neha clinch gold 
World youth bronze-medallist Bishwamitra Chongtham 
(51kg), Vishal (80kg) and Neha (54kg) struck gold, while 
six other Indian boxers signed off with silver medals in 
the Asian Youth Championships in Dubai  
 

Stuart Binny Announces Retirement From All Forms 
Of Cricket 
All-rounder Stuart Binny, who holds the record of the 
best bowling figures in ODI format, announced his 
retirement from first-class and international cricket. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 

Germany becomes 5th country to sign International 
Solar Alliance Framework Agreement 
Germany became the 5th country to sign International Solar 
Alliance Framework Agreement after amendments to it 
entered into force on 8th January this year, opening its 
Membership to all Member States of the United Nations. 
 

Indo-Russia joint training Exercise INDRA 2021 
commences in Russia 
The Indo – Russia joint training Exercise INDRA 2021 
commenced at Prudboy Ranges, Volgograd in Russia. 
Exercise INDRA 2021 will enhance interoperability 
between the Indian and Russian Armies. 
 

Thailand bans sunscreens from all its marine 
national parks over damage to corals 
Thailand has banned sunscreens containing chemicals 
that damage coral from all of its marine national parks. 
Concerns are growing that lotions tourists use for sun 
protection are harming slow-growing corals.  
 

In a world first, South Africa grants patent to an 
artificial intelligence system 
South Africa has become the first country to issue a patent 
designating an artificial intelligence tool – DABUS – as the 
inventor and the machine’s owner as the patent owner. 
 

Indian Navy undertakes bilateral exercise ‘Zayed 
Talwar 2021’ with UAE Navy 
Indian Navy undertook bilateral exercise ‘Zayed Talwar 
2021’ with UAE Navy off the coast of Abu Dhabi. 
 

Biden to host ‘Summit for Democracy’ in December 
US President Joe Biden will convene a virtual “Summit for 
Democracy” on December 9 and 10. Invitees to the summit 
will include heads of state, members of civil society, 
philanthropists, and representatives from the private sector.   
 

US Senate passes Biden's massive $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure bill 
The US Senate approved Joe Biden's historic $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure plan. The ambitious plan provides for $550 
billion in new federal spending on transport 
infrastructure, but also for high-speed internet and efforts 
to fight climate change. 
 

India Ranks 122nd On New Global Youth 
Development Index 
India is ranked 122nd in the 2020 Global Youth 
Development Index, which measures the status of young 
people in 181 countries around the world. Singapore 
ranked top for the first time followed by Slovenia, Norway, 
Malta and Denmark.   
 

Pakistan successfully test-fires nuclear-capable 
ballistic missile 
Pakistan successfully test-fired a nuclear-capable 
surface-to-surface ballistic missile Ghaznavi which can 
strike targets up to 290 kilometres, the army said.   
 

Bangladesh to sign MoU with China for COVID 
vaccine co-production 
The government of Bangladesh will sign an MoU for the 
co-production of the COVID 19.  
 

India, Vietnam navies hold joint exercise 
India and Vietnam navies have carried out bilateral 
maritime exercise in the South China Sea. Indian Naval 
Ship (INS) Ranvijay and INS Kora undertook bilateral 
maritime exercise with the Vietnam People's Navy frigate 
VPNS Ly Thai To (HQ-012). 
 

Brazil, Russia, India & South Africa to study 
intersection of COVID-19 & Tuberculosis pandemics 
A consortium of doctors and researchers from India, Brazil, 
Russia, and South Africa have partnered to conduct a study 

on the epidemiological impact and intersection of the  
COVID-19 and Tuberculosis pandemics in these countries. 
 

WHO condemns the rush by wealthy countries to 
provide Covid vaccine booster shots 
The World Health Organization condemned the rush by 
wealthy countries to provide Covid vaccine booster shots 
while millions around the world have yet to receive a 
single dose. 
 

China formally passes three-child policy into law 
China's national legislature formally endorsed the three-
child policy mooted by the ruling Communist Party, in a 
major policy shift aimed to prevent a steep decline in 
birth rates in the world's most populous country. 
 

China passes tough online privacy law 
China passed a sweeping privacy law aimed at preventing 
businesses from collecting sensitive personal data, as the 
country faces an uptick in internet scams and Beijing 
targets tech giants hoovering up personal data. 
 

Malabar war games to begin 
The Quad countries — India, the U.S., Australia and 
Japan will carry out the next edition of the Malabar naval 
exercise from August 26 to 29 off the coast of Guam 
amid mounting global concerns over China’s growing 
military muscle-flexing in the Indo-Pacific region.   
 

Bharti Group-backed OneWeb launches 34 satellites 
successfully  
The Bharti Group-backed low Earth orbit (LEO) satellite 
communications company OneWeb confirmed the 
successful launch of 34 satellites by Arianespace from 
the Baiknour Cosmodrome. 
 

Copenhagen overtakes Tokyo as world's safest city 
Copenhagen has been named the safest city in the world 
by the Economist Intelligence Unit, beating front-runners 
such as Tokyo to the top spot. Yangon of Myanmar is at 
the bottom with 39.5. Mumbai has been placed 50th, two 
notches behind New Delhi. 
 

India emerged as 2nd most sought after 
manufacturing destination across world 
According to Cushman and Wakefield’s 2021 Global 
Manufacturing Risk Index, India has emerged as the 
second most sought after manufacturing destination 
across the world. 
 

Pakistan tests indigenous rocket system 
Pakistan successfully launched a indigenously 
developed guided multi-launch rocket system, Fatah-1, 
capable of precisely delivering conventional warheads 
deep into “enemy territory." 
 

5th edition of Indo-Kazakhstan joint training exercise 
to be conducted from Aug 30 
As part of military diplomacy and to strengthen the 
growing strategic relation with Kazakhstan, the fifth 
edition of Indo- Kazakhstan Joint Training Exercise, 
KAZIND-21 will be conducted at Aisha Bibi in 
Kazakhstan, from August 30 to September 11. 
 

Ajit Doval hosts inaugural meeting of IBSA National 
Security Advisers 
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval hosted the inaugural 
meeting of the IBSA National Security Advisers through 
video conferencing.   
 

India proposes naval industry cooperation at maiden 
IBSA NSA meet to counter balance China 
India hosted the maiden meeting of IBSA NSAs, which 
saw New Delhi proposing naval industry cooperation 
including development of joint platforms with an eye on 
counter-balancing China’s maritime ambitions. 
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India elected to Council of Administration at 27th 
UPU Congress in Abidjan 
India has been elected to the Council of Administration 
(CA) at 27th Universal Postal Union (UPU) Congress in 
Abidjan. India with 134 votes got highest votes in CA 
elections from South Asia and Oceania region  
 

Indian astrophysicists spot rare merger of three 
jumbo black holes 
A rare merging of three supermassive black holes has 
been spotted by a team of astrophysicists from the Indian 
Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), working with Professor 
Francoise Combes from the Paris Observatory. 
 

Prime Minister Hasina inaugurates upgrade work of 
Cox’s Bazar as International Airport 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the upgradation 
work of the Cox’s Bazar airport to an international standard. 
 

China, Pakistan, Thailand, Mongolia to hold military 
exercise “Shared Destiny-2021” 
The armed force of the country China, Pakistan, 
Mongolia and Thailand will take part in a multinational 
peace keeping exercise named “Shared Destiny-2021” 
 

World Ranger Day: 31st July 
World Ranger Day is observed every year on 31 July to 
commemorate the Rangers killed or injured while on duty 
and to celebrate the work that Rangers do to protect the 
world’s natural and cultural heritage. 
 

Muslim Women Rights Day 2021: August 1st 
Muslim Women Rights Day is observed on August 1. It 
was on this very day in 2019, the passage of the triple 
talaq bill in Parliament proved to be a great milestone as 
it brought about a ray of hope, a promise to liberate 
Muslim women from the shackles of social evil that came 
in the form of the divorce terms.  
 

Hiroshima Day 2021 observed on August 6 
Hiroshima Day is observed on August 6 every year and this 
year will be the 76th anniversary of the atomic bombing of 
the Japanese city in the final year of World War II. 
 

National Handloom Day: 7th August 
India has marked the 7th National Handloom Day to 
showcase the legacy of the Indian handloom industry. The 
day is to commemorate the Swadeshi Movement and to 
celebrate our country’s rich fabrics and colourful weaves.   
 

Aug. 7 will be National Javelin Day 
The Athletics Federation of India has announced that 
August 7 each year would be celebrated as National 
Javelin Throw Day. 
 

Quit India Movement observed on August 8 
Every year on 8 August, the anniversary of Quit India 
Movement is marked and observed by paying tribute to 
freedom fighters who had laid their lives for the country 
and its people.  
 

Nagasaki Day observed on August 9 
Japan's Nagasaki marked the 76th anniversary of the US 
atomic bombing. On August 9, 1945, the United States 
dropped the second nuclear bomb on Nagasaki. 
 

International Day of World’s Indigenous Peoples 
celebrated on August 9 
Every year, 9th of August is celebrated as ‘International Tribal 
Day’ for the upliftment of tribal society and to save their culture 
and honor. The 2021 theme is “Leaving no one behind: 
Indigenous peoples and the call for a new social contract.”   
 

World Biofuel Day 2021 observed on August 10 
World Biofuel Day is observed on August 10 to raise 
awareness of the importance of non-fossil fuels as a 
substitute for conventional fossil fuels. This year, the 

theme has been announced to be "promotion of biofuels 
for a better environment". 
 

World Lion Day 2021 observed on August 10 
World Lion day is observed every year on August 10 to 
raise awareness about the conservation of lions. The lion 
is an endangered species on the IUCN Red List.   
 

World Organ Donation Day: 13 August 
World Organ Donation Day is celebrated every year on 
August 13. The day is celebrated to raise awareness 
about the importance of organ donation and motivate 
people to donate organs after death.  
 

PM Modi declares August 14 as ‘Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day’ 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared that, August 
14 will be observed as ‘Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day’ or ‘Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas’, in memory of 
people’s struggles and sacrifices during the partition of 
the country in 1947. 
 

Festival of Parsi New Year Navroz being celebrated 
on August 16 
Navroz, the Parsi New Year is celebrated on August 16. It is 
the most widely celebrated festival of the Parsi community. 
 

World Humanitarian Day 2021:August 19 
World Humanitarian Day, celebrated on August 19 every 
year, was designated by the United Nations to celebrate 
those people who have dedicated their lives to 
humanitarian causes. 
 

World Photography Day 2021:August 19 
World Photography Day is an annual celebration of art, 
science, and history of photography. It is observed every 
year on August 19th to pay tribute to the art of photography. 
 

Sadbhavana Diwas 2021 observed on August 20 
The 77th birth anniversary of India's Former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi is observed on 20 August 2021. This day is 
observed as 'Sadbhavana Diwas' or Harmony Day'. 
 

World Mosquito Day being observed on August 20 
Every year, August 20 is observed as the World Mosquito 
Day to raise awareness about the illness and disease 
caused by mosquitos. It marks the day when Sir Ronald 
Ross discovered the link between female mosquito and 
malaria, which changed the course of medical history. 
 

International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the 
Victims of Terrorism: 21st August 
United Nations observes 21st August every year as the 
International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the 
Victims of Terrorism. 
 

World Senior Citizen Day: 21 August 
World Senior Citizen Day is observed globally on August 
21 every year. 
 

International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts 
of Violence Based on Religion or Belief: August 22 
The International Day Commemorating the Victims of 
Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief is observed 
on August 22 every year since 2019. 
 

World Sanskrit Day 2021: 22 August 
World Sanskrit Day, (also known as Sanskrit Diwas), is 
celebrated every year on Shraavanapoornima, which is 
the Poornima day of the Shraavana month in the Hindu 
calendar, which is also marked as Raksha Bandhan. In 
2021, this day is being observed on August 22, 2021. 
 

National Sports Day: 29th August 
National Sports Day is celebrated on 29th August every 
year to commemorate the birth anniversary of legendary 
hockey player Major Dhyan Chand. 

 


