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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (JANUARY 2023) 
 
 
 
 
India abstains from voting on U.N. resolution on Israel. 
India abstained in the U.N. General Assembly on a 
resolution that asked the International Court of Justice for 
its opinion on the legal consequences of Israel’s “prolonged 
occupation” and annexation of the Palestinian territory. 
 

India to assume chairmanship of Wassenaar 
Arrangement for one year.  
India assumed the chairmanship of the plenary of the 
Wassenaar Arrangement from January 1 2023 for one 
year. The 42-member Wassenaar Arrangement is a 
voluntary export control regime that monitors transfers of 
conventional weapons and dual-use goods. 
 

UNGA President Csaba Korosi stresses on bringing 
reforms in UNSC 
President of the 77th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Csaba Korosi who was on his India 
visit stressed the need to bring reforms in the UN Security 
Council. He stated that the crucial hurdle in the way of 
reforming the United Nations comes from the disunited 
state of the UN General Assembly (UNGA).   
 

Venezuela and Colombia fully reopen shared border. 
Venezuela and Colombia have fully reopened their shared 
border on January 1, 2023, to allow passage of cargo and 
passenger transport via the cross-border Tienditas 
International. 
 

Two-year ban on foreigners buying homes in Canada 
comes into effect. 
In Canada, a two-year ban on foreigners buying homes 
has come into effect. The ban is meant to discourage 
buyers from looking at homes as commodities instead of 
a place to live and grow a family.  
 

India takes over leadership of APPU from January 
India took over the leadership of the Asian Pacific Postal Union 
(APPU) having its Headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand from 
January 2023.The APPU is an intergovernmental organization 
of 32-member countries of the Asian-Pacific region.  
 

Rishi Sunak vows to halve inflation, boost growth and 
stop illegal immigration. 
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has pledged to halve 
inflation, grow the U.K. economy and stop illegal 
immigration as he set out his Conservative government’s 
priorities in his first major speech of 2023.  
 

Australian govt to invest more than one billion dollars 
to buy new ammunition  
The Australian government has announced that it will invest 
more than one billion dollars to buy new naval missiles and 
other ammunition to enhance the capabilities of its forces.    
 
India hosts summit of ‘Global South’ nations. 
In a bid to articulate the views of the developing countries 
regarding the effects of the pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine, India hosted a major international summit ‘Global 
South’ on January 12 and 13.   
 

China reopens two-way trade from Rasuwagadhi-
Kerung port in Nepal 
China has reopened two-way trade from the 
Rasuwagadhi-Kerung port in Nepal, which was shut since 
the start of the Covid pandemic. Rasuwagadhi is the 
oldest trading route between Nepal and China.  
 

Brazil: 1,500 people held after supporters of Jair 
Bolsonaro stormed Congress 
In Brazil, around 1,500 people have been held after 
supporters of ex-President Jair Bolsonaro stormed 
Congress, the Presidential palace, and the Supreme 
Court in the capital Brasília.  
 

China suspends issuing short-term visas to 
individuals from South Korea and Japan 
China has suspended issuing short-term visas to 
individuals from South Korea and Japan. Beijing's move 
comes a day after it announced retaliatory measures 
against countries that required negative COVID-19 tests 
from Chinese travellers.  
 

US & Japan plan to boost military & security cooperation   
The United States and Japan plan to boost military and 
security cooperation as their top national security officials 
held talks. The officials unveiled plans to strengthen the 
alliance to help counter threats from North Korea and China, 
which they called the greatest challenge in the region. 
 

Sri Lanka SC orders Sirisena to pay victims of bombings. 
Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court has ordered former President 
Maithripala Sirisena to pay a compensation of  
LKR 100 million (roughly ₹2.2 crore) to victims of the April 
2019 Easter Sunday terror blasts, while pointing to a 
“reckless” intelligence failure on the part of the Executive.  
 

U.S. vows to defend space with Japan. 
The United States said that attacks in space would invoke 
its defence treaty with Japan and announced the 
deployment of a more agile Marine unit on its ally’s soil as 
alarm grows over China.  
 

India intensified crackdown on activists, media in 
2022: Human Rights Watch report. 
The World Report 2023 of Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
said that Indian authorities had “intensified and 
broadened” their crackdown on activist groups and the 
media through 2022. 
 

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka plans to downsize military 
by half by 2030. 
Cash-strapped Sri Lanka announced plans to reduce the 
current strength of its military to half by 2030 to build a 
technically and tactically sound and well-balanced 
defence force. 
 

WHO urges South-East Asian countries to take urgent 
and accelerated measures against measles 
World Health Organization (WHO) has urged all nations 
in South-East Asia to take urgent and accelerated 
measures against measles. The disease is on the rise with 
nearly nine million children having missed vaccination 
against it in the past two years. 
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US, Japan sign pact for deep space exploration 
The US space agency and Japan have signed an 
agreement that builds on a long history of collaboration in 
space exploration between the two nations. From low-
Earth orbit to the Moon and beyond, Japan is one of 
NASA's most significant international partners.   
 

UN declares Pakistan based Abdul Rehman Makki a 
global terrorist. 
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has listed 
Pakistan-based terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki as a Global 
Terrorist. Makki is the brother-in-law of Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) chief and 26/11 mastermind Hafiz Saeed. 
 

Mexico tightens ban on smoking in public places. 
Mexico has brought into force one of the world's strictest 
anti-tobacco laws by enacting a total ban on smoking in 
public places. The step, which was first approved in 2021, 
also includes a ban on tobacco advertising.  
 

In a landmark shift, China’s population declines in 2022 
China’s population declined by 850,000 in 2022, the first 
such fall since a nationwide famine in 1961, marking a 
landmark demographic shift for the world’s second-largest 
economy. The National Bureau of Statistics said the 
national population stood at 1.411 billion at the end of 2022. 
India will overtake China as the world’s most populous 
nation in 2023, according to a UN report released last year. 
 

British Home Secretary approved extradition of 
defence middleman Sanjay Bhandari to India 
British Home Secretary Suella Braverman has approved 
the extradition of defence middleman Sanjay Bhandari to 
India. London-based businessman Bhandari is accused in 
a money laundering and tax evasion case by CBI and ED. 
 

Pacific island nations urge Japan to postpone release 
of water from Fukushima nuclear power plant. 
Pacific island nations are urging Japan to postpone the 
release of water from the stricken Fukushima nuclear 
power plant due to concerns that fisheries will be 
contaminated, according to the Pacific Island Forum 
(PIF). The PIF, is a regional bloc of 17 island nations. 
 

NASA awards 425 million to Boeing Company for 
agency's sustainable flight demonstrator project. 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, NASA, 
has awarded 425 million dollars to Boeing Company for 
the agency's sustainable flight demonstrator project. 
 

Kazakh President dissolves Parliament  
Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev dissolved 
the Central Asian country’s Lower House of Parliament 
and set an early election for March 19.  
 

South Africa to hold drills with Russia, China 
South Africa will stage 10-day joint maritime drills with 
Russia and China. The exercises dubbed “Mosi”, which 
translates to “smoke” in the local Tswana language, are 
scheduled for February 17 to 27, off the port city of Durban 
and Richards Bay.  
 

Saudi Arabia rules out normalisation with Israel. 
Saudi Arabia will not normalise ties with Israel in the 
absence of a two-State solution with the Palestinians, the 
kingdom's top diplomat has said.  
 

Pakistan to buy oil, gas from Russia for ‘mutual 
economic benefit’ 
Pakistan will start importing oil and gas from Russia by 
March on terms that will ensure “mutual economic benefit. 
The development came at the conclusion of the  

8th session of the Pakistan-Russia Inter-Governmental 
Commission (IGC) on trade, economic, scientific, and 
technical cooperation. 
 

China builds new dam in Tibet near Indian border. 
In a development that is a matter of concern to both India 
and Nepal, China is constructing a new dam on the Mabja 
Zangbo river in Tibet, close to the tri-junction, satellite 
imagery has revealed. 
 

Tourist's entry to Machu Picchu suspended amid 
unrest in Peru. 
One of the top tourist destinations in Peru, Machu Picchu 
suspended the entry of travelers amid unrest in the country. 
Protests have rocked Peru since former President Pedro 
Castillo was ousted in December after he attempted to 
dissolve the legislature to prevent an impeachment vote. 
 

Internet Archive takes down BBC documentary. 
The Internet Archive, a U.S.-based repository of webpage 
archives and media uploads by users around the world, has 
taken down a widely circulated first episode of the BBC’s  
The Modi Question, a documentary that was ordered to be 
removed from YouTube and Twitter by the Union government. 
 

U.S., Germany to send tanks to Ukraine. 
After weeks of hesitation that created impatience among 
Germany’s allies, Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced that 
his government would provide Ukraine with Leopard  
2 battle tanks and approve requests by other countries to 
do the same. 
 

India issues notice to Pakistan for modification of 
Indus Waters Treaty 
India has issued a notice to Pakistan for modification of the 
Indus Waters Treaty. The notice was conveyed on the 25th 
of this month through respective Commissioners for Indus 
Waters. India has called on Pakistan to enter into 
intergovernmental negotiations within 90 days to rectify the 
material breach of the treaty. 
 

INTERPOL Secretary General virtually addresses 3rd 
INTERPOL Young Global Police Leaders Programme 
INTERPOL Secretary General Jurgen Stock virtually 
addressed the 3rd INTERPOL Young Global Police 
Leaders Programme (YGPLP) being held in New Delhi. 
The event which is being organised by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI). 
 

Germany won't send fighter jets to Ukraine, said 
German Chancellor   
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has stated that Germany will 
not be sending fighter jets to Ukraine. Ukraine has been 
stepping up calls for more advanced weapons from the West.  
 
 
 
 
India, Britain sign and exchange letters for Young 
Professionals Scheme 
The governments of India and the U.K. marked Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas on January 9 by kicking off the Young 
Professionals Scheme, which will permit up to 3,000 of their 
degree-holding citizens aged between 18 and 30 to live and 
work in each other’s countries for a period of two years. 
 

India, Pakistan exchange lists of civilian prisoners & 
fishermen in their custody 
India and Pakistan have exchanged the lists of civilian 
prisoners and fishermen in their custody. Under the 
provisions of the 2008 Agreement on Consular Access, such 
lists are exchanged every year on 1st January and 1st July. 
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PM Adi Adarsh Gram Yojana covers over 16,554 tribal 
villages for integrated development of tribal 
dominated villages. 
Over 16,554 tribal villages have been covered so far 
under the Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojana for the 
integrated development of tribal dominated villages.  
The main objective of this scheme is to achieve  
socio-economic development of selected villages through 
convergence approach. 
 

Media Authority of Egypt, Prasar Bharati to exchange 
content. 
India and Egypt signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to facilitate content exchange, capacity building, 
and co-productions between Prasar Bharati and National 
Media Authority of Egypt. 
 
India, Panama sign MoU to enhance cooperation in 
training of diplomats. 
India and Panama have signed an MoU to enhance 
cooperation in the training of diplomats as said by the 
External Affairs Minister Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in a 
bilateral meeting with Panama's Foreign Minister Janaina 
Tewaney Mencomo in Indore. 
 
Jitendra Singh inaugurates Incubation Centre at 
National Research Development Corporation 
Union Minister for Science and Technology Dr Jitendra 
Singh has inaugurated the Incubation Centre at the 
National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) in 
New Delhi. The Centre will provide multi-pronged support 
to Startups.  
 

Over 81 crore people to get free food grain under new 
integrated Food Security Scheme from Jan 1 
The Centre started providing foodgrains to states under 
the National Food Security Act (NFSA) free for one year 
from January 1, 2023. The union cabinet had decided to 
provide grains under NFSA free of cost to the 81 crore 
beneficiaries during 2023. 
 
Number of Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras 
crosses 9,000 
Union Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya said  
that the number of Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras 
has crossed 9,000 (Nine thousand) in the country.  
These centres were started with the goal of providing 
cheap and good medicine to the people. 
 
Demonetisation was Valid, Says Supreme Court 
A majority of four judges on a Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court of India found no flaw in the government’s 
process to demonetization of ₹500 and ₹1000 banknotes. 
 
PM Modi address 108th Indian Science Congress 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the 108th Indian 
Science Congress (ISC) through video conferencing held 
at Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, 
Maharashtra. The focal theme of this year's ISC is 
‘‘Science and Technology for Sustainable Development 
with Women Empowerment’’. 
 
National Child Science Congress begins in 
Ahmedabad with More than 1400 delegates. 
The 30th National Child Science Congress began at 
Science City in Ahmedabad. Gujarat Council on Science 
and Technology (GUJCOST), Gujarat Council of Science 
City, and SAL Education are hosting the five-day 
congress which concluded on 31st January. 
 

Union Minister G Kishan Reddy inaugurates six-day 
mega event 'Bharat Parv'  
Union Minister for Culture, Tourism, and Development of 
North Eastern Region G.Kishan Reddy inaugurated  
the Bharat Parv at Red Fort in New Delhi. Bharat Parv is 
also about promoting the spirit of freedom, or Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav.  
 
Mughal Gardens will now be called as Amrit Udyan 
The Rashtrapati Bhavan gardens popularly known as the 
Mughal Gardens was renamed as Amrit Udyan. Designed 
by Edwin Lutyens, the iconic garden is spread across  
15-acres, and it incorporates both Mughal and English 
landscaping styles.  
 
Grievance Appellate Committees to handle user 
complaints against social media firms.  
The Grievance Appellate Committees (GACs) set up by the 
government to look into users' complaints against large 
social media companies such as Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram will commence operation from March 1, 2023. 
 

Panel formed to ‘protect land and jobs’ in Ladakh. 
More than two years after Ladakh became a Union 
Territory, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
constituted a high-powered committee headed by Minister 
of State Nityanand Rai to “ensure protection of land and 
employment” for the people of Ladakh. 
 
SC says, statement made by Minister cannot be 
vicariously attributed to govt. 
The Supreme Court of India has said that a statement 
made by a minister cannot be attributed vicariously to the 
central government even when applying the principle of 
collective responsibility. 
 
Centre proposes self-regulatory mechanism for 
online gaming companies. 
Centre has proposed a self-regulatory mechanism, 
mandatory verification of players and physical Indian 
address for online gaming companies. It has released the 
draft online gaming rules. The online gaming companies 
will be covered under the new IT rules 2021 for social 
media platforms.  
 
Left Wing Extremism related violence in India 
declines by 77% in 2021. 
Left Wing Extremism (LWE) related violence in the 
country has declined by 77 percent from an all-time high 
of 2,258 incidents in 2009 to 509 in 2021.  
 
UIDAI enables ‘Head of Family’ based online address 
update in Aadhaar. 
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has put in 
place a resident friendly facility to help people update their 
address online in Aadhaar with the consent of the Head of 
Family (HoF).   
 
Supreme Court says, Cinema halls can forbid people 
from bringing their own food. 
The Supreme Court of India has ruled that the owners of 
cinema halls are entitled to set the terms and conditions for 
the sale of food and beverages within their theatre precincts.  
 
Centre clears ₹19,744 cr. Green Hydrogen Mission 
The Union Cabinet approved the National Green Hydrogen 
Mission with an initial outlay of ₹19,744 crore, in a move 
aimed at making the country a global hub to produce, utilise 
and export green hydrogen and its derivatives.  
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Cabinet panel clears scheme to upgrade Prasar Bharati 
In a bid to upgrade Prasar Bharati's broadcast 
infrastructure and network, the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved a scheme named 
Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development 
(BIND)' scheme with an outlay of ₹2,539.61 crore up to 
2025-26 for Doordarshan and All India Radio. 
 
MoD, MoE, MSDE and all three Services sign MoUs 
with various stakeholders to facilitate continued 
education of Agniveers 
The Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Education, the 
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, and 
all three Services have signed MoUs with various 
stakeholders to facilitate the continued education of 
Agniveers while serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

UGC unveils draft norms to allow foreign universities 
to set up campuses in India. 
The University Grants Commission (UGC) has 
announced draft norms for facilitating foreign universities 
and educational institutions to set up campuses in India 
which allow them autonomy in determining fees, as well 
as a 90-day approval process.  
 
SC to hear all petitions on same sex marriage. 
The Supreme Court of India transferred to itself all 
petitions seeking legal recognition of same sex marriage 
under various matrimonial statutes and directed the 
Centre to file its response to them by February 15 for the 
matters to be heard in March.  
 
U.K. ship on permanent deployment in Indo-Pacific 
makes first port call in India. 
The Royal Navy’s offshore patrol vessel, HMS Tamar, 
sailed to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands as part of its 
permanent deployment in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
Centre will adhere to timelines fixed by SC for judicial 
appointments: A-G 
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani told the Supreme 
Court that the centre will adhere to the timelines fixed by 
the court to process recommendations for judicial 
appointments.    
 
Employment days under MGNREGS at a five-year low 
The average days of employment provided per household 
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) is at a five-year low, this 
financial year. As on January 20, the average days of 
employment provided per household is 42 days while it 
was 50 days in 2021-22. 
 
G20's first Environment and Climate Sustainability 
Working Group Meeting  
The G20's First Environment and Climate Sustainability 
Working Group Meeting will be held from 9th to  
11th February in Bengaluru. It will focus on the promotion 
of the blue economy. 
 
ECI hosts 2nd International Conference on 'Use of 
Technology and Elections Integrity’. 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) hosted  
the 2nd International Conference on the theme - Use of 
Technology and Elections Integrity, in New Delhi.  
The two-day international conference was inaugurated by 
Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar. 
 

PM Modi names 21 islands of Andaman & Nicobar 
after Param Vir Chakra awardees. 
On Parakram Diwas on January 23, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi participated in a ceremony to name  
the 21 largest unnamed islands of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands after 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees through 
video conferencing. 
 
Mary Kom-led panel to probe wrestlers’ charges. 
Six-time World champion and Olympic medallist boxer 
M.C. Mary Kom will head a government-appointed  
five-member Oversight Committee to investigate the 
charges levelled by some prominent wrestlers against 
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) president Brij 
Bhushan Sharan Singh.  
 
G20 Presidency Troika meeting held under 
Chairpersonship of Ms. Arti Ahuja 
The Troika meeting under the G20 presidency between 
India, Brazil and Indonesia was held under the 
Chairpersonship of Ms. Arti Ahuja, Secretary, Labour & 
Employment. The Troika is the format in which the G20 
Presidency works, it comprises the country which is 
currently holding the Presidency. 
 
Startup20 inception meeting concludes in Hyderabad. 
The Startup20 inception meeting has concluded in 
Hyderabad. Chair Startup20 Dr Chintan Vaishnav, 
launched the Startup20X, which has also been 
incorporated under the Startup20 Engagement Group. 
 
FSSAI notifies financial regulations, to form finance 
committee. 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
has notified financial regulations. According to the FSSAI 
(Finance) Regulations, 2023, it will maintain a Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India Fund. This fund 
will include grants given to the food authority by the 
Central government among others. 
 
NITI Aayog's AIM, CBSE, and Intel India collaborate to 
bring change in education sector. 
The Atal Innovation Mission - NITI Aayog, Central Board of 
Secondary Education - Ministry of Education, and Intel India 
in New Delhi have collaborated to bring a change in the 
education sector by embedding future skills such as Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Tinkering in the formal curriculum. 
 
BSF camel contingent to have women personnel at 
Republic Day Parade 
In a first, women personnel will be part of the Border 
Security Force (BSF) camel contingent at the Republic 
Day parade (RDP) this year.  
 
Jal Jeevan Mission achieves milestone of providing 
tap water to 11 crores rural households. 
Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved another milestone of 
providing tap water supply to eleven crore rural households. 
The Mission was launched with the aim to provide assured 
tap water supply to every rural home by 2024.  
 
SC directs committee to build a framework to ensure 
road safety. 
The Supreme Court of India had directed its committee 
led by a former apex court judge, Justice A.M. Sapre, to 
meet with the Road Transport Secretary within two weeks 
and work out a framework to mould State-specific 
guidelines for the electronic monitoring and enforcement 
of road safety.  
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International Kite Festival 2023 conducted at 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat  
The International Kite Festival 2023 was conducted in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Governor Acharya Devvrat 
inaugurated the festival at Sabarmati Riverfront.  
 
PM Modi appeals to document lives, struggles and 
achievements of overseas Indians in various countries. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi after the inauguration of the 
17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Indore, has appealed to 
document lives, struggles and achievements of overseas 
Indians in various countries.  
 
Women break new ground in Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 
According to the latest statistics available with the Union 
Ministry of Rural Development, 57.8% of the workers who 
used the MGNREGS scheme this year were women, their 
highest level of participation since 2012-13. 
 
Government starts process to buy 100 more  
K9-Vajras 
The Defence Ministry has started the process for the 
procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra tracked self-propelled 
howitzers which are built in India by Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T) using technology transferred from South Korean 
defence major Hanwha Defense. 
 
Ravi, first T.N. Governor to skip portions of text of 
speech. 
A massive controversy erupted as Tamil Nadu governor 
RN Ravi skipped portions of the customary address 
prepared by the state government in the Assembly and 
walked out in a huff. The Governor had included certain 
comments of his own, leading to strong opposition from 
the Treasury Benches and DMK allies. 
 
All damaged buildings in Joshimath to be razed  
Uttarakhand Chief Secretary S.S. Sandhu ordered the 
immediate demolition of buildings that have developed 
cracks and are badly damaged in the alleged land 
subsidence in Joshimath town.  
 
Tourism Ministry to organize the 1st Global Tourism 
Investors Summit from 10th to 12th April 2023 
The Ministry of Tourism is organizing the 1st Global 
Tourism Investors Summit from 10th to 12th April 2023 at 
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 
 
Central panel asks Arunachal to review hydropower 
project. 
The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) of the Union 
Environment Ministry has asked the Arunachal Pradesh 
government to submit a revised request for permission to 
divert 1,165 hectares of forest land in the State’s Dibang 
valley for the Etalin hydropower project. 
 
 

Army to get first Apache attack helicopter in Feb. 2024 
The first fuselage for the Indian Army’s contract for six  
AH-64E Apache attack helicopters has rolled out of the 
Tata Boeing Aerospace Ltd. (TBAL) facility in Hyderabad, 
the joint venture between Tata Advanced Systems Ltd. 
 
Collegium system for appointment of judges will 
continue: Union Law Minister 
Dismissing reports of differences with the judiciary on the 
process of appointment of judges in the Supreme Court 
and in High Courts, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said the 

collegium system of appointment of judges to  
the Supreme Court and the High Courts will prevail in  
the absence of alternative mechanisms and legislation 
enacted by Parliament. 
 
India, Japan to hold joint exercise to promote air 
defence cooperation. 
India and Japan are all set to hold the joint Air Exercise, 
'Veer Guardian-2023' involving the Indian Air Force and 
Japan Air Self Defence Force (JASDF) at Hyakuri Air 
Base, Japan from 12th of January.  
 
DCGI approves market authorisation for Covovax. 
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) has 
approved market authorisation to COVID-19 vaccine 
Covovax as a heterologous booster dose for adults who 
have been administered two doses of Covishield or 
Covaxin.  
 
Jaipur Literature Festival opens with Nobel winner 
Gurnah’s keynote address. 
Inaugurating the 16th session of Jaipur Literature Festival, 
Nobel Laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah said that writing is not 
just a form of resistance, but it is also about resistance to 
distraction, neglect, and forgetfulness. The literature 
festival features sessions on 21 Indian and 14 
international languages across five venues at Hotel Clarks 
Amer. 
 
New guidelines to regulate promotions on social 
media. 
The Centre released the endorsement guidelines for 
celebrities and social media influencers, mandating 
compulsory disclosure of monetory or material benefits of 
a product or a brand they are promoting through social 
media platforms.  
 
EPFO portal offers link to opt for higher pension. 
Implementing the Supreme Court order on higher 
provident fund pensions, the Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) has made a provision in the portal 
for members so that retired workers can opt for the same. 
 
Pyramid-like Ahom burial mounds in Assam to vie for 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site tag 
The Centre has decided to nominate Assam’s Charaideo 
Maidams — the Ahom equivalent of the ancient Egyptian 
pyramids  for the UNESCO World Heritage Centre in 2023.  
 
Centre to roll out process to set up 16th Finance 
Commission soon. 
The Union government will soon kick off the process to set 
up the 16th Finance Commission, with the Finance Ministry 
likely to notify the terms of references for the constitutional 
body, tasked with recommending the revenue sharing 
formula between the Centre and the States.  
 
Govt cautions TV channels not to broadcast 
disturbing images of deaths and accidents. 
The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has cautioned 
all television channels against broadcasting disturbing 
footage and distressing images of accidents, deaths, and 
violence including violence against women, children. 
 
Kollam becomes first constitution literate district in 
India.  
Kollam of Kerala was officially declared as India’s first 
Constitution literate district by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. 
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Modi flags off world’s longest river cruise from 
Varanasi to Dibrugarh 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the world’s 
longest river cruise MV Ganga Vilas and inaugurated the 
tent city at Varanasi. MV Ganga Vilas is the first 
indigenously made cruise vessel in India. The luxury cruise 
will cover a distance of more than 3,200 kilometers across 
27 river systems in five States in India and Bangladesh. 
 
ISRO likely to push Venus mission ‘Shukrayaan I’ to 
2031 
ISRO’s Venus mission, Shukrayaan I, was expected to be 
launched in December 2024. The idea was born in 2012. 
Shukrayaan I will be an orbiter mission. Its scientific 
payloads currently include a high-resolution synthetic 
aperture radar and a ground-penetrating radar.  
 
Rijiju seeks govt. nominees in court collegiums, 
writes to CJI. 
In a clear indication that the Union government is 
determined to restructure the collegium system of 
appointments to the higher judiciary, Law Minister Kiren 
Rijiju has written to Chief Justice of India (CJI)  
D.Y. Chandrachud to suggest a nominee of the Union 
government in the Supreme Court Collegium and a State 
representative in each of the High Court collegiums. 
 
First G20 Infrastructure Working Group meeting 
under India's Presidency held in Pune. 
The first two-day G-20 Infrastructure Working Group 
(IWG) meeting under G20 India Presidency was held in 
Pune. The meeting was hosted by the department of 
economic affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of 
India along with Australia and Brazil as the co-chairs. 
 
Union Minister Jitendra Singh released the theme of 
National Science Day 2023 
Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh 
released the Theme of National Science Day 2023 at a 
function in New Delhi. This year the theme of National 
Science Day is Global Science for Global Wellbeing.  
 
Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates ‘Jai Hind- The 
New Light and Sound Show' at Red Fort 
Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the ‘Jai Hind- The 
New Light and Sound Show' at Red Fort in New Delhi. The 
show will be showcased in Hindi and English languages.  
 
DRDO carries out successful test launch of short-
range ballistic missile Prithvi II off Odisha coast. 
The Ministry of Defence said that Defence Research and 
Development Organisation, DRDO, successfully carried 
out a training launch of a Short-Range Ballistic Missile, 
Prithvi-II from the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off 
the Odisha coast. 
 
Global event in Jaipur to mark International Year of 
Millets 
A major international event, titled ‘Magic Millets-2023’, 
has been planned for September 2023 in Jaipur to mark 
the International Year of Millets, designated by the United 
Nations General Assembly, to promote the consumption 
of coarse grains. 
 
Indian Navy signs agreement for autonomous armed 
boat swarms under SPRINT Initiative 
In a major developement, the Indian Navy has inked an 
agreement with Sagar Defence Engineering Pvt. Ltd for 
acquiring armed autonomous boat swarms under the 

‘SPRINT’ initiative, which aims to promote development 
and usage of indigenous defence technologies by 
domestic companies. 
 
Himachal Pradesh restores old pension scheme for 
136,000 employees. 
Himachal Pradesh Government decided to provide the 
Old Pension Scheme (OPS) to all government 
employees, covered under the defined contributory 
pension scheme or National Pension System (NPS). 
 
Centre puts Neelakurinji on the list of protected 
plants. 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEF) has listed Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana) 
under Schedule III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 
including it on the list of protected plants. Neelakurinji plants 
blooms once in 12 years in the Western Ghats region. 
 
Union Minister Jitendra Singh launches Geospatial 
Hackathon  
Union Minister for Science and Technology Dr. Jitendra 
Singh launched Geospatial Hackathon to promote 
Innovation and Start-Ups in India’s Geospatial ecosystem.  
 
Rajnath Singh launches 'Soul of Steel' initiative.  
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched an initiative 
called 'Soul of Steel' that seeks to promote high-altitude 
endurance and adventure in Uttarakhand's Garhwal 
Himalayas.  
 
ISRO, Andhra University set up equipment to predict 
rip currents, prevent drowning at sea. 
Indian Space and Research Organization (ISRO), 
National Centre for Earth Sciences (NCES), and the 
Andhra University (AU) have researched and concluded 
that constant rip current zones at blue flag certified 
Rushikonda beach and RK Beach have become a danger 
to the beach visitors. 
 
Inter State Channakha Korata Barrage gets 
environmental clearance. 
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
has accepted the recommendation of an expert appraisal 
committee to grant environmental clearance to 
Channakha-Korata (Rudha) Barrage on Penganga River, 
an inter-state medium irrigation project of Telangana and 
Maharashtra 
 
Gas tragedy: SC reserves verdict on curative plea. 
A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court reserved its 
judgment on the Centre’s curative petition seeking 
enhancement of compensation to the victims of the 
Bhopal gas tragedy, over and above the $470 million 
already paid by Union Carbide. 
 
IITH joins hands with Indian Navy/ WESEE 
The Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad, has joined 
hands with Indian Navy’s Weapons and Electronics 
Systems Engineering Establishment (WESEE) to make its 
research & academics focused more on national safety 
and security. 
 
17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention begins at 
Indore in Madhya Pradesh 
The 17th edition of the ‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas’ 
convention was being held in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore 
city under the theme ‘Diaspora: Reliable partners for 
India’s progress in Amrit Kaal’.  
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BANKING & ECONOMY 

Indian High Commission Signs MoU to establish 
Hindi Chair at Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka 
Closely after the Vishwa Hindi Diwas, the Indian High 
Commission signed a memorandum of understanding to 
establish a Hindi Chair at Sabaragamuwa University of  
Sri Lanka. 
 

Pradhan Mantri National Apprenticeship Mela being 
conducted in 242 districts. 
The Pradhan Mantri National Apprenticeship Mela, 
PMNAM was being conducted in 242 districts of the 
country. The Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship said that several local businesses, 
companies, and organisations have been invited to be 
part of the mela and provide apprenticeship opportunities 
to India’s youth.  
 

Over 3.12 lakh Indian Railways posts lying vacant, 
says Ministry. 
The Indian Railways is reeling under a crushing staff 
shortage with 3.12 lakh non-gazetted posts lying vacant 
across 18 zones in the country as on December 1, 2022. This 
was disclosed by Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Railways, 
Communications, Electronics and Information Technology. 
 

Collegium sends out recommendations for 
appointment to 5 HCs. 
The Supreme Court Collegium has recommended names 
for appointment as judges in Bombay, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Gauhati and Manipur High Courts.  
 

3 multi-State societies to be formed to procure seeds. 
The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of three 
national-level multi-State cooperative societies to act as 
an apex body for procurement, processing, marketing and 
distribution of seeds.  
 

Fifth Scorpene class conventional submarine was 
commissioned. 
The fifth Scorpene class conventional submarine was 
commissioned into the Indian Navy as INSVagir. With this, 
the Navy now has 16 conventional and one nuclear 
submarine in service.  
 

Two students in Kerala infected with Norovirus. 
Norovirus infection was confirmed in two schoolchildren in 
Ernakulam district in Kerala. Norovirus is mostly spread 
through contaminated food and water. 
 

Supreme Court simplifies procedure for passive 
euthanasia. 
The Supreme Court modified its 2018 order on passive 
euthanasia to make the procedure of removal of life 
support from terminally ill patients less cumbersome for 
the patients, their families and the doctors. The Supreme 
court removed the condition that mandated a magistrate's 
approval for withdrawal or withholding of life support to a 
terminally ill. 
 

Entire country will be covered by Doppler Weather 
Radar Network by 2025: Dr Jitendra Singh 
Union Minister of State for Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra 
Singh has said the entire country will be covered by 
Doppler Weather Radar Network by 2025 to predict 
extreme weather events more accurately. 
 

India announces donation of 12,500 doses of 
pentavalent vaccines to Cuba 
Minister of State for External Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi 
during her official visit to Cuba from 12th to 14th of 
January has announced donation of 12,500 doses of 
pentavalent vaccines to Cuba. 
 

India's richest 1% own more than 40% of total wealth: 
Oxfam. 
The richest one per cent in India now own more than  
40 per cent of the country's total wealth, while the bottom 
half of the population together share just 3 per cent of 
wealth, a new study showed. Oxfam said the total number 
of billionaires in India increased from 102 in 2020 to 166 
in 2022. 
 
India, Russia begins manufacturing of AK-203 assault 
rifles in U.P.’s Amethi 
The joint venture between India and Russia, Indo-Russian 
Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), has started producing AK-203 
Kalashnikov assault rifles at Korwa in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
First India Stack Developer Conference was held in 
New Delhi 
The first India Stack Developer Conference held in New 
Delhi. The conference dwell on ways and means to ensure 
wider adoption of India’s digital goods all over the world. 
 
Centre signs pact with Pune-based IVBP for 
commercial production of 'Lumpi-ProVac' 
The Central government had signed a pact with Pune-based 
Institute of Veterinary Biological Products (IVBP) for 
commercial production of indigenously developed vaccine 
'Lumpi-ProVac' for the control of lumpy skin disease in cattle. 
 
MoU signed with South Africa to introduce 12 African 
Cheetahs into India annually. 
India and South Africa have finally signed a long-pending 
agreement to translocate 12 cheetahs to India, the 
Environment Ministry said. The cheetahs will be 
transported to India by February-end and reintroduced at 
the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh. 
 
 
 
 
 
GST not payable on house rented to proprietor for 
residential purpose: CBIC 
From January 1, GST would not be payable on housing 
units rented to the proprietor of a proprietary concern for 
residential usage only, The Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has said. 
 
 

IMF MD Georgieva warns that global economy faces 
tougher year in 2023. 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said the three big economies the 
United States, Europe and China are all slowing down 
simultaneously. In October, the IMF cut its outlook for 
global economic growth in 2023.  
 
Manufacturing ends 2022 on a high note 
The seasonally adjusted PMI reading for December 2022 
rose to 57.8 from 55.7 in November, reflecting what the 
firm called ‘a robust improvement in the health of the 
sector that was the best seen since October 2020’.  
 
RBI keeps SBI, ICICI, HDFC as ‘systemically important’ 
The Reserve Bank of India said that SBI, ICICI Bank and 
HDFC Bank continue to be domestic systemically important 
banks (D-SIBs) which are 'too big to fail'. State-owned SBI 
along with private sector lenders ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank 
have been placed under the same bucketing structure as in 
the 2021 list of D-SIBs.   
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Sri Lanka’s central bank chief says steps will be taken 
in 2023 to reduce key interest rates. 
Governor of Central Bank of Sri Lanka Nandalal 
Weerasinghe has said that steps will be taken in 2023 to 
reduce key interest rates. Mr. Weerasinghe said that  
Sri Lanka's inflation rate eased to 57.2 per cent in 
December from 61 per cent in November 2022. 
 
Govt & Asian Development Bank sign several loan 
agreements to boost infrastructure sector in India. 
Several loan agreements have been signed by the Indian 
Government and the Asian Development Bank to boost the 
infrastructure sector in the country to improve connectivity 
in Maharashtra, and to upgrade over 300 kilometres of 
State highways and major district roads in Assam. 
 
Govt. raises windfall tax on crude oil, export of diesel, 
ATF. 
The Union government has raised the windfall profit tax 
levied on domestically produced crude oil as well as on 
the export of diesel and ATF, in line with firming 
international oil prices.  
 
Citi cuts FY23 CAD forecast to 2.9% of GDP as oil 
softens. 
Citigroup lowered its projection for India’s current account 
deficit (CAD) to 2.9% of GDP for the current fiscal, citing 
the growth in service exports and lower oil price forecast. 
 
 

Cards, mobile, net banking top complaint areas at 
banking ombudsman: RBI 
Issues related to ATM/debit cards and mobile/electronic 
banking were the top grounds of complaints received at 
the Office of Banking Ombudsman (OBO) during April 1 
to November 11, 2021, the RBI said.  
 
Coal output grew 10.8% in December: Ministry data. 
India’s coal production increased by 10.8% in December 
to almost 83 million tonnes (MT) from 74.8 MT a year 
earlier, with coal despatched from pitheads to consuming 
industries increasing 5.28% to almost 79 MT. 
 
Russia shipping more Arctic crude to India. 
Russia is sending more crude oil produced in the Arctic to 
China and India, and at steeper discounts, after Europe 
slammed its doors shut on Russian supplies last month. 
Sellers are selling the Russian crudes at bigger discounts 
as they absorb higher shipping costs.  
 
Taliban to sign oil extraction deal with Chinese firm. 
The Taliban-led administration is to sign a contract with a 
Chinese company to extract oil from the Amu Darya basin. 
It will be the first major public commodities extraction deal 
the Taliban has signed with a foreign company since 
2021. 
 
RBI to issue green bonds in two parts. 
The RBI said that the maiden Sovereign Green Bonds 
(SGrBs) would be issued in two tranches of ₹8,000 crore 
each on January 25 and February 9. The proceeds will be 
deployed in projects which help in reducing the carbon 
intensity of the economy. 
 
India’s GDP to grow 7% this fiscal, says NSO. 
India’s real GDP is expected to grow 7% in 2022-23, 
slowing from 8.7% in FY22, as per the First Advance 
Estimates of National Income for the year released by the 
National Statistical Office (NSO).  

Pakistan’s imports at stake as forex reserves touch 
an eight-year low. 
Pakistan’s central bank forex reserves have plunged to an 
eight-year low of $5.6 billion, posing a serious challenge 
for the country in financing imports. 
 
Taming inflation is top priority for South Asian 
nations, says RBI’s Das 
Taming inflation is the top priority for South Asian 
countries as risks to growth and investment outlook could 
rise if price pressures persist at high levels, Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das said. 
 
Power Grid Ranked 1st in Services Sector in PE 
Survey 2021-22 
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (Power Grid), a 
Maharatna CPSE of Ministry of Power, has been ranked 
1st in the Services Sector across categories Gross Block, 
Value Addition, Net Profit, Net Worth, Dividend 
Declaration and Contribution to Central Government. 
 
Killer Jeans maker now jersey sponsor of Indian 
cricket team  
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has found 
a replacement for one of the two jersey sponsors of Team 
India. The cricket body has signed Kewal Kiran Clothing, 
the maker of Killer Jeans, as the official partner of the 
Indian cricket team for five months (until May 31, 2023). 
 
Jack Ma to give up control of Chinese fintech giant 
Ant Group 
The billionaire founder of Ant Group, Jack Ma, is to give 
up control of the Chinese fintech giant after a regulatory 
crackdown. The once high-profile Chinese entrepreneur 
disappeared from the public view after criticizing the 
Chinese regulators in 2020.  
 
TATA Group Will review, repair all processes in Air 
India to handle unruly behaviour  
In a further attempt at damage control, Tata Sons 
Chairman N Chandrasekaran said that Air India and the 
Tata Group would review and repair all processes in the 
airline to prevent and address all incidents of an unruly 
nature in the future. 
 
HDFC Capital raises $376 mn for affordable housing 
fund 
HDFC Capital, the real estate private equity arm of HDFC 
Ltd., had successfully closed Scheme 2 of the HDFC 
Capital Affordable Real Estate Fund – 3 (H-CARE 3), 
raising $376 million.  
 
NCLT scraps Torrent bid to stop second RCap auction. 
The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has rejected 
a plea by the Torrent Group, one of the bidders for the Anil 
Ambani-promoted Reliance Capital, seeking to halt the 
Committee of Creditors voting to hold a second round of 
auction.  
 
OVL retakes 20% stake in Sakhalin-1 oil, gas fields. 
ONGC Videsh Ltd. has re-taken 20% stake in the 
Sakhalin-1 oil and gas fields in the far east region of 
Russia. Russian President Vladimir Putin had in October 
disbanded Exxon Neftegaz, a regional subsidiary of U.S.’s 
ExxonMobil, as operator of Sakhalin-1.  
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Central government extends term of RBI Deputy 
Governor Michael Patra for one more year. 
The Central government has extended the tenure of  
Dr Michael Debabrata Patra as Deputy Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India, RBI, for one more year with effect 
from 15 January 2023.  
 
World Bank says India will be fastest-growing 
economy among seven largest emerging markets and 
developing economies. 
The World Bank has said in a report that India is expected 
to be the fastest-growing economy among the seven 
largest emerging markets and developing economies.  
It said that the Indian economy is expected to grow at the 
rate of 6.6 percent in the fiscal year 2023-24. 
 
Indian start-ups received $24 bn funding in 2022: PwC 
Start-ups in India received funding of $24 billion in 
calendar year 2022, a 33% decline in comparison with 
CY21, but still more than twice the funds raised in CY20 
and CY19 each, according to PwC India.  
 
₹2,600-cr. incentive to boost digital payments 
The Union Cabinet approved an outlay of ₹2,600 crore to 
promote payments using RuPay cards and the Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), Union Minister Bhupendra 
Yadav announced. Banks will be provided this incentive 
money to promote such digital payments.  
 
Industrial output rebounded to 7.1% growth in Nov. 
after Oct. contraction. 
India's industrial production growth rose to a five-month 
high of 7.1 per cent in November on the back of better 
showing by manufacturing, according to official data.  
The rise in the factory output measured by the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP) comes after a contraction of  
4.2 per cent in October.  
 
Wheat output said to be set for a new record in  
2022-23 
India’s wheat production may set a new record of more 
than 112 million tonnes in the 2022-23 crop year (July-
June). Wheat production had declined to 106.84 million 
tonnes following a heat wave in key growing States in 
2021-22 crop year, as per the Agriculture Ministry data.  
 
SEBI permits multiple deals in same commodity. 
Capital markets regulator SEBI allowed stock exchanges 
to introduce multiple contracts in the same commodity in 
a bid to encourage broader participation of investors in 
commodity derivatives market.  
 
UAE agrees to roll over debt to Pakistan. 
The United Arab Emirates has agreed to roll over $2 billion 
owed by Pakistan and provide the country with an extra 
loan of $1 billion. The agreement comes as Pakistan 
grapples with a major foreign exchange crisis. 
 
Alibaba said to sell 50% in Paytm parent for ₹535.9  
a share. 
Chinese conglomerate Alibaba is learnt to have sold a 
3.1% stake, almost half of its direct shareholding — in the 
digital financial services firm One97 Communications 
parent company of Paytm in an indication of exiting the 
Indian market.   
 

NCLT allows Kalrock-Jalan consortium to take 
control of Jet Airways 
The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) allowed the 
application of the Kalrock-Jalan consortium to implement 
its resolution plan for Jet Airways and infuse funds into the 
grounded airline to revive it.  
 
Jio-BP to build EV charging infrastructure for India 
unit of Citroen. 
Jio-BP, a fuels and mobility joint venture between 
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) and BP, will build EV 
charging infrastructure for India unit of French automobile 
manufacturer Citroen. 
 
Dr Reddy's acquires trademark rights for Pfizer breast 
cancer drug. 
Dr. Reddy's Laboratories Ltd. announced that it has 
acquired the trademark rights of the breast cancer drug 
Primcyv from Pfizer Products India Pvt Ltd for use in the 
Indian market. 
 
Demand for gig workers increased by 10 times in 
2022, says report. 
Demand for gig workers increased ten-fold while the 
participation of gig workers rose by three times in calendar 
year 2022 compared to the previous year, said a recent 
report by Taskmo, a gig work platform. 
 
India-China trade at $135.98 bn in 2022. Trade deficit 
crosses $100 bn mark 
The trade between India and China touched an all-time 
high of $135.98 billion in 2022. However, New Delhi's 
trade deficit with Beijing also crossed, the $100 billion 
mark, according to data released by Chinese customs. 
 
Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum began at 
Davos. 
The Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum (WEF) 
began on January 23, 2023 at Davos in Switzerland.  
The theme for this year’s WEF meeting is, ‘Cooperation in 
a Fragmented World’. 
 
RBI moots ‘expected loss-based’ model for 
provisioning by banks. 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a 
framework for adoption of an expected loss-based 
approach for provisioning by banks in India. Banks would 
be allowed to design and implement their own models for 
measuring expected credit losses. 
 
China GDP rose 3% in 2022 as COVID lockdowns, 
surge hurt consumption. 
China’s economy grew 3% in 2022, the second-slowest 
pace of growth since the last year of Mao Zedong’s 
Cultural Revolution in 1976, with the last quarter seeing a 
slide in growth as the country dealt with a sweeping 
COVID-19 surge.  
 
Adani, Ballard, ALL sign pact for hydrogen fuel  
e-trucks 
Adani Enterprises Ltd. (AEL) has signed an agreement 
with Ashok Leyland Ltd. (ALL) and Ballard Power of 
Canada to start a pilot project to develop a hydrogen fuel 
cell electric truck for mining logistics and transportation.  
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ALL to supply 500 buses to Sri Lanka Transport 
Ashok Leyland Ltd. (ALL) will supply 500 buses to the Sri 
Lanka Transport Board (SLTB). As a part of the order, ALL 
recently delivered 75 buses to the island nation on its 
Independence Day. 
 
Sun Pharma to acquire U.S.-based Concert 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. for $576 million 
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited said it will acquire 
U.S.-based Concert Pharmaceuticals for an upfront 
payment of $8 per share of common stock in cash, or 
$576 million in equity value to gain access to an 
experimental drug for treating patchy baldness.  
 
Walmart’s PhonePe raises $350 mn at $12-bn 
valuation 
Walmart-owned digital payments app PhonePe said it has 
raised $350 million at a valuation of $12 billion in a funding 
round led by PE firm General Atlantic.  
 
SC rejects Google’s plea against NCLAT order in 
Android case 
The Supreme Court of India affirmed a National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) order refusing interim 
relief to Google against a Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) directive to pay a penalty of ₹1,337.76 crore 
for “abuse of dominance” in the Android ecosystem.  
 
Netflix Co-Founder Steps Down Even as Subscribers 
Soar To Over 230 Million 
Netflix announced that co-founder Reed Hastings was 
standing down as CEO, ending a two-decade long 
leadership that saw the company grow from a rent-by-mail 
DVD service to an entertainment juggernaut. 
 
National Export Cooperative Society to trade nano 
fertilizers, dairy products in 3 months 
Nano fertilizers produced by IFFCO and dairy products 
from Amul will be among the first few products that are 
expected to be exported by the first-ever National Export 
Cooperative Society that was approved by the Union 
Cabinet on January 11. 
 
Debt-ridden Pakistan ‘ready to meet’ all IMF demands 
to revive bailout programme 
The Pakistan government has requested the IMF to send 
its mission to the country at the earliest, preferably next 
week, to conclude a long-awaited agreement to revive the 
bailout programme. 
 
Insurance sector needs ₹50,000 cr. a year to double 
reach in next 5 years: IRDAI 
The insurance industry would need a capital infusion of 
₹50,000 crore per year to double its penetration in the next 
five years, sector watchdog IRDAI’s chief Debasish 
Panda said.  
 
India’s Forex reserves increase to 5-month high at 
$572 billion. 
India’s foreign exchange reserves rose to $572 billion in 
the week through January 13, their highest level since 
early August last year, the Reserve Bank of India’s 
statistical supplement showed. 
 
IOB appoints Ajay Kumar Srivastava as the MD 
The public sector lender Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has 
appointed Ajay Kumar Srivastava as the managing director 
(MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) of the bank. 

Business 20 inception meeting to take place in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
The Business 20 (B20) inception meeting was held in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat on January 23. The B20 inception 
meeting took place under the theme of 'RAISE,' which 
stands for Responsible, Accelerated, Innovative, 
Sustainable, and Equitable Businesses.  
 
Adani Group to spin off hydrogen, airports, data 
centre businesses by 2028: CFO. 
Billionaire Gautam Adani's group plans to spin off 
businesses like hydrogen, airports and data centre between 
2025 and 2028 after they achieve a certain investment 
profile, it's Chief Financial Officer Jugeshinder Singh said. 
 
RBI extends time for renewal of agreements for 
lockers. 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the deadline 
for banks to complete the process of renewal of agreements 
for the existing safe deposit lockers in a phased manner by 
December 31, 2023, with intermediate milestones of 50% by 
June 30, 2023, and 75% by September 30, 2023. The earlier 
deadline was January 1, 2023. 
 
IMF confirms India’s finance assurances for Sri Lanka 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has confirmed 
receiving India’s written financing assurance in support of 
Sri Lanka’s economic revival. India became the island 
nation’s first official creditor — China, Japan, and India are 
Sri Lanka’s three largest bilateral creditors to send written 
financing assurances to the IMF, strongly supporting  
Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring plan. 
 
Services exports to cross FY23 goal of $300 bn: Goyal 
India’s services exports are doing “extremely well” and 
going by the current trend, these outbound shipments 
would grow by about 20% this fiscal and cross the $300-
billion target despite global economic uncertainties, 
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said. 
 
Tata Trusts appoints Siddharth Sharma as CEO, 
Aparna Uppaluri as COO 
The philanthropic arm of the Tata group and largest 
shareholder in the group holding company, Tata Trusts 
named Siddharth Sharma, as its CEO and Aparna 
Uppaluri, as chief operating officer. 
 
Govt. said to peg FY24 borrowing under ₹16 tn 
India's federal government is likely to keep its gross 
market borrowing below 16 trillion rupees ($196 billion) for 
2023/24 as it does not want to destabilize the bond market 
with any negative surprises.  
 
Egypt plans to allot land to Indian industries in Suez 
Canal Special Economic Zone 
Egypt plans to allot land to Indian industries in Suez Canal 
special economic zone. Both Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
welcomed the expansion of Indian investments in Egypt, 
which is currently more than 3.15 billion dollars. 
 
GRSE signs MoU to manufacture Rolls Royce marine 
engines in India. 
Kolkata-based public sector shipyard, Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd. has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Rolls Royce 
Solutions of Germany to locally manufacture the latter’s 
marine diesel engines. 
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AWARDS 

Shipping Ministry launches marine logistics portal to 
smoothen sea trade. 
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways launched 
the national logistics portal–marine (NLP-M), which is a 
single-window platform aimed at bringing all trade 
stakeholders together. 
 
In a first, Indian Oil exports aviation fuel to Papua New 
Guinea 
Indian Oil Corporation Chairman S M Vaidya has flagged 
off the first export consignment of AVGAS 100 LL to 
Papua New Guinea from GTI Terminal of JNPT. 
 
Abu Dhabi’s IHC plans to invest $381 mn in Adani 
Enterprises 
Abu Dhabi conglomerate International Holding Company 
has stated that it would invest 1.4 billion dirhams  
($381.17 million) in Adani Enterprises’ follow-on public 
offer. 
 
 
 
 
Kumar Nadesan is only Sri Lankan among 27 others 
selected globally to receive coveted Pravasi 
Bharatiya Samman Award 
Kumar Nadesan, Managing Director of the 92-year-old 
Virakesari, published by Express Newspapers, is the only 
Sri Lankan among 27 others selected globally to receive 
the coveted Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award. 
 
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman for Darshan Singh 
Dhaliwal 
U.S.-based billionaire Darshan Singh Dhaliwal who  
was denied entry into India because of his support to  
the 2020-21 farmers’ protest has been honoured with  
the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA), the 
highest government award for overseas Indians. 
 
2023 Golden Globes: Banshees of Inisherin and 
Fablemans receive big win. 
The 80th edition of the Golden Globes was held at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, California. 
 
Golden Globes Winners  
Best film, drama: The Fabelmans 
Best director: Steven Spielberg, The Fabelmans  
Best actor, drama: Austin Butler, Elvis  
Best actress, drama: Cate Blanchett, Tar  
Best music, original score: Justin Hurwitz  
Best music, original song: Naatu Naatu from RRR  
 
Critics’ Choice Awards: RRR Wins Best Foreign 
Language Film, Best Song 
SS Rajamouli's RRR has won two awards at the  
28th Critics Choice Awards. At a ceremony held in  
Los Angeles, the film won the awards for Best Song for its 
viral track Naatu Naatu and Best Foreign Language Film.    
 
Critics’ Choice Movie Awards 
Best Picture- “Everything Everywhere All at Once” 
Best Director- Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert, 
“Everything Everywhere All at Once” 
Best Actor- Brendan Fraser, “The Whale” 
Best Actress- Cate Blanchett, “Tár” 
Best Foreign Language Series- “Pachinko” 
Lifetime Achievement Award- Jeff Bridges. 
 

Indian films bagged award for best script writer and 
best actress at DIFF 
Two Indian films bagged awards for the best script writer 
and best actress in the Asian Film Competition section at 
the 21st Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF).  
Anik Dutta directed film Aparajito (The Undefeated) got 
the best scriptwriting award while Ketaki Narayan was 
judged the best actress for her role in Krishnendu Kalesh 
directed film Prappeda (Hawk’s Muffin). 
 
India bags Oscar nominations for original song and  
2 documentaries 
Naatu Naatu, the hit dance track from S.S. Rajamouli’s 
blockbuster RRR, secured a coveted nomination for the 
original song at the Oscars 2023 where Indian 
documentaries All That Breathes, and Elephant 
Whisperers also got nods in the documentary feature and 
documentary short categories.  
 
 

President Droupadi Murmu confers Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar in New Delhi 
President Droupadi Murmu has conferred this year's 
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar at Vigyan Bhawan 
in New Delhi. The awards have been conferred upon  
11 children for their exceptional achievement in six 
categories.   
 
Padma Awardess  
The President of India has approved 106 Padma awards. 
The list comprises six Padma Vibhushan, nine Padma 
Bhushan and 91 Padma Shri awards. Nineteen of the 
awardees are women and the list includes seven 
honoured posthumously. 
 

 
 
Prez Droupadi Murmu approves conferment of 
Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards, 2022 
President Droupadi Murmu has approved the conferment 
of the Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards - 2022 on 
43 persons. These awards are given to a person for 
meritorious acts of human nature in saving the life of a 
person. The award is given in three categories, Sarvottam 
Jeevan Raksha Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak, and 
Jeevan Raksha Padak. Persons from all walks of life are 
eligible for these awards. 
 
England's Ben Stokes and Nat Sciver win ICC annual 
awards. 
Full list of ICC winners:  
Men's Test Cricketer of the Year: Ben Stokes, England 
Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year: Babar Azam, Pakistan 
Men's T20 Cricketer of the Year: Suryakumar Yadav, India 
Men's Emerging Cricketer of the Year: Marco Jansen, 
South Africa 
Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy: Babar Azam, Pakistan 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
(National and International) 

Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy: Nat Sciver, England 
Women's ODI Cricketer of the Year: Nat Sciver, England 
Women's T20 Cricketer of the Year: Tahlia McGrath, 
Australia 
Women's Emerging Cricketer of the Year: Renuka Singh, 
India 
 
President approves 412 Gallantry Awards for Defence 
personnel. 
President Droupadi Murmu has approved 412 Gallantry 
awards and other Defence decorations to Armed Forces 
personnel and others. These include six Kirti Chakra, and 
15 Shaurya Chakras. These include one Bar to Sena 
Medal (Gallantry), 92 Sena Medals, one Nao Sena Medal 
(Gallantry), seven Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry) and  
29 Param Vishisht Seva Medals. 
 
President has also awarded President’s Tatrakshak 
Medal and Tatrakshak Medal to Indian Coast Guard 
Personnel for their act of conspicuous gallantry, 
exceptional devotion to duty and distinguished service. 
 
74th Republic Day: 901 Police personnel to be 
conferred with Police Medals 
A total of 901 Police personnel has been awarded Police 
Medals on the occasion of the Republic Day, 2023. Police 
Medal for Gallantry has been awarded to 140, President’s 
Police Medal for Distinguished Service to 93 and Police 
Medal for Meritorious Service has been awarded to  
668 Police personnel.  
 
Uttarakhand Tableau Wins First Prize in Republic Day 
Parade 2023  
Best Marching Contingent among the three services - 
Punjab Regiment Centre Contingent 
Best Marching Contingent among CAPF/other auxiliary 
forces - CRPF Marching Contingent 
 
Best three Tableaux (States/UTs)  
First - Uttarakhand (Manaskhand) 
Second - Maharashtra (Sade Tin Shaktipithe & Nari 
Shakti) 
Third - Uttar Pradesh (Ayodhya Deepotsav) 
Gujarat tableau has bagged the top rank in the 'People's 
Choice' category. 
 
Best Tableau (Ministries/Departments) - Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs (Eklavya Model Residential Schools 
(EMRSs))  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacinda Ardern  
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has shocked 
the country by announcing she would resign from office. 
The 42-year-old, who steered the country through natural 
disasters, the Covid pandemic, and its worst-ever terror 
attack -- said she no longer had enough in the tank. 
 
Chris Hipkins  
Chris Hipkins has been sworn in as the 41st Prime 
Minister of New Zealand. After the formal handover of the 
power, Jacinda Ardern left Parliament as prime minister 
for the final time.  
 

Vikram Dev Dutt  
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved 
the appointment of Vikram Dev Dutt as the next director 
general of the Directorate of General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA). 
 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva  
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has been sworn in as the 39th 
President of Brazil following the 2022 Brazilian general 
election. He narrowly defeated Jair Bolsonaro in October 
to win an unprecedented third presidential term. 
 
Kevin McCarthy  
The U.S. House of Representatives elected GOP leader 
Kevin McCarthy of California as speaker in a dramatic 15th 
vote, after a contentious four days and 14 failed ballots — the 
longest the chamber has gone leaderless in a century. 
 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachand  
Nepal's New PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachand has 
secured a vote of confidence in Parliament. Dahal won a 
vote of confidence in the House almost unopposed. 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal received 268 votes in the  
275-member parliament. 
 
R'Bonney Gabriel  
Miss USA, R'Bonney Gabriel has been crowned  
as the Miss Universe 2022. Gabriel took the crown  
ahead of Amanda Dudamel from Venezuela and  
Andreína Martínez from the Dominican Republic.  
The 71st Miss Universe pageant was held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
Vietnam President Nguyen Xuan Phuc has resigned.  
The Communist Party held him responsible for 
wrongdoing by Ministers during his 2016-2021 stint as 
Prime Minister, before he became President. 
 
Petr Pavel 
Retired army General Petr Pavel defeated populist 
billionaire Andrej Babis in a runoff vote to become the new 
Czech president. Mr. Pavel is a former chairman of 
NATO’s military committee, the alliance’s highest military 
body. 
 
Singh Gill  
Bhupinder Singh Gill made history as the Premier 
League’s first Sikh-Punjabi assistant referee on when he 
ran the line in Southampton’s home game against 
Nottingham Forest at St Mary’s. 
 
Anil Kumar Lahoti 
The appointments committee of the Cabinet approved the 
appointment of Anil Kumar Lahoti as the charge of new 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Railway Board. 
 
Shiva Chouhan 
Captain Shiva Chouhan, an officer from the Corps of 
Electronics and Mechanical Engineers, became the first 
woman officer to be operationally deployed at Kumar Post 
in the Siachen Glacier, which is located at an altitude of 
15,632 feet. 
 
Benedict XVI 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, the German theologian who 
will be remembered as the first pope in 600 years to 
resign, has died. He was 95. 
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SPORTS Abdel Fattah El-Sisi  
President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, paid a state visit 
to India from the 24th to the 26th of January 2023 to 
participate as a Chief Guest at India’s 74th Republic Day. 
This is for the first time that the President of Egypt has 
been invited as Chief Guest at India's Republic Day 
celebrations.  
 
Janaki Ballabh 
Janaki Ballabh, a veteran Indian translator and writer who 
was among few Indians who lived and worked in China 
during some of its most turbulent moments, from the late 
1950s to the years right after the Cultural Revolution, 
passed away in Beijing. 
 
Walter Cunningham   
The last surviving astronaut from the first successful 
crewed space mission in NASA's Apollo programme, 
Walter Cunningham has died at the age of 90. 
Cunningham was one of the three astronauts aboard the 
1968 Apollo 7 mission. 
 
B.V. Doshi 
Renowned architect and urban planner B.V. Doshi, who 
worked with international legends such as Le Corbusier 
and Louis Kahn in prestigious projects, passed away at 
the age of 95. Mr. Doshi was the first architect from India 
to be awarded the Pritzker Prize. 
 
Rehman Rahi  
Noted academic, poet, and Kashmir's first Jnanpith 
awardee, Professor Rehman Rahi, passed away in 
Srinagar. In 2007, he was awarded the country's highest 
literary award, the Jnanpith, for his work "Siyah Rood-e-
Jaerenn Manz" (In the black downpours).  
 

Sharad Yadav 
Former Union minister and once the Janata Dal (United)’s 
chief Sharad Yadav died at a hospital in Gurugram. Ten-
time MP – seven times in the Lok Sabha and three times 
in the Rajya Sabha, Yadav was regarded as a tall socialist 
leader. 
 
Santokh Singh Chaudhary  
Congress MP from Jalandhar Santokh Singh Chaudhary 
passed away in Ludhiana after suffering a cardiac arrest 
while participating at the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
 
Sabir Ali 
Sabir Ali, the last Indian to win the decathlon gold at the 
Asian athletics championships (Tokyo, 1981), passed 
away in New Delhi. Sabir. He was also a multiple National 
champion in the decathlon and a World Railway Games 
medallist. 
 
Gina Lollobrigida  
Italian actor Gina Lollobrigida, one of the last icons of the 
Golden Age of Hollywood, has died aged 95.  
Gina Lollobrigida was affectionately called “Lollo” and  
she was adorned with the “Most Beautiful Woman in  
the World” title. 
 
David Crosby  
David Crosby, one of the most influential rock musicians 
of the 1960s and '70s and who was inducted into the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame with two different groups, has died at 
the age of 81.  

 
 
 
Iraq to host football’s Gulf Cup for the first time since 
1979. 
After decades of war, invasions and instability, Iraq hosts 
the eight-nation Gulf Cup starting on 6 the January 2023, 
for the first time since 1979. 
 

Patnaik inaugurates Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium 
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has inaugurated 
one of the largest hockey stadiums in India in Rourkela 
ahead of the Men’s Hockey World Cup 2023. 
 
Koustav Chatterjee became India’s 78th Grandmaster. 
Nineteen-year-old Kolkata-based chess player Koustav 
Chatterjee became India’s 78th Grandmaster. He secured 
his final GM norm by drawing with GM Mitrabha Guha in 
the 10th round of the MPL National chess championship 
on the last day of 2022. 
 
India beat Sri Lanka by 91 runs in 3rd, final T-20 to 
clinch three-match series 2-1 
India defeated Sri Lanka by 91 runs in the third and final 
T20 International in Rajkot. With this victory, India 
clinched the three-match series 2-1. 
 
Anahat Singh clinches Girls U-15 squash title at 
British Junior Open tournament   
Indian squash prodigy Anahat Singh clinched the girls 
Under-15 squash title at the most prestigious British 
Junior Open tournament in Birmingham. The 14-year-old 
defeated Sohaila Hazem of Egypt, 3-1 in the final. 
 

Tennis: USA drubs Italy, emerges United Cup champion 
The United States came up with a powerhouse 
performance to sweep past Italy 4-0 and claim the 
inaugural mixed teams United Cup title. Earlier, USA 
crushed Iga Swiatek-led Poland 5-0 to make the decider, 
while Italy outgunned Stefanos Tsitsipas’ Greece 4-1. 
 
France’s goalkeeper Lloris quits international football. 
France’s World Cup-winning captain Hugo Lloris 
announced his retirement from international football at the 
age of 36. Lloris represented France in four World Cups 
and three Euros and captained Les Blues to the World 
Cup trophy in 2018.  
 

Gareth Bale announces retirement from football. 
Gareth Bale announced his retirement from club and 
international football, bringing to an end one of the most 
decorated careers in British football history. 
 

Chetan Sharma retained as chairman of selectors. 
Chetan Sharma was reappointed as the chairman of the 
senior selection committee, exactly two months after his 
entire panel was disbanded by the BCCI for the Indian 
team's semifinal exit in the T20 World Cup.  
 
Table Tennis: Swastika qualifies for World championship. 
Swastika Ghosh became the fourth Indian to qualify for 
the World Table Tennis Championship after beating 
Chinese Taipei’s Liu Hsing-Yin to be among the  
28 women singles qualifiers from the Asian Continental 
Stage of 2023 WTTC Finals in Doha.  
 

Barcelona beats Real Madrid 3-1 to win Super Cup 
Barcelona won the Spanish Super Cup for the first time 
since the competition was revamped and moved to Saudi 
Arabia with a 3-1 victory over Real Madrid.  
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Mahindra Racing begins Formula E season with 
podium in Mexico. 
Indian outfit Mahindra Racing made a successful start to 
the FIA Formula E Championship as Lucas Di Grassi 
finished third in the season opener in Mexico after 
clinching the first pole position of the Gen3 era. 
 
Kevin Benavides wins Dakar Rally motorbike title for 
second time. 
Argentinian rider Kevin Benavides won the Dakar Rally 
motorbike title for a second time as the iconic endurance race 
came to an end on Sunday in Dammam, Saudi Arabia. 
 
Top-seed Indian team of Yuki Bhambri, Saketh 
Myneni wins Bangkok Open tennis title 
In Tennis, the top-seeded Indian team of Yuki Bhambri 
and Saketh Myneni came from behind to win the Bangkok 
Open title, as they beat Christopher Rungkat and Akira 
Santillan at Nonthaburi, Thailand. 
 
LeBron James becomes second player to score 
38,000 points. 
LeBron James became only the second player in NBA 
history to score 38,000 career points as he inches closer 
to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s all-time record.  
 
Gervonta Davis beats Luis Garcia by TKO, retains 
WBA lightweight title. 
Gervonta Davis defended his WBA world lightweight 
championship, beating Hector Luis Garcia by TKO after 
eight rounds.  
 
Manika Batra reaches her career-best 35th position 
Indian table tennis star Manika Batra has reached her 
career-best 35th position in women’s singles.   
 
M Pranesh clinched the title in the Rilton Cup 
M.Pranesh clinched the title in the Rilton Cup, the first 
tournament of the FIDE Circuit, to become India's 79th 
chess Grandmaster. The 16-year-old Pranesh crossed 
the 2500-rating threshold and became a GM, having 
completed his three norms before the Rilton Cup. 
 
S.Yadav becomes fastest player to reach 1,500 runs 
in T20 format  
Suryakumar Yadav has become the fastest player to 
reach 1,500 runs in T20 International cricket in terms of 
balls faced. He took only 843 balls to reach this landmark. 
However, he is the third-fastest batter to reach the  
1,500-run mark in terms of innings. 
 
Badminton: Axelsen and Yamaguchi claim honours in 
Malaysia Open 
World No. 1 Viktor Axelsen of Denmark claimed the men’s 
singles crown in the Malaysia Open. The women’s event 
was won by Japan’s Akane Yamaguchi. 
 
Top wrestlers stage protest, seek removal of WFI 
president. 
Leading wrestlers of the country, Bajrang Punia, Vinesh 
Phogat and Sakshi Malik — along with scores of others, 
staged a dharna at Jantar Mantar, seeking the removal of 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh as the president of the 
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI).  
 
Dutee fails dope test, provisionally suspended. 
Dutee Chand, the country’s fastest woman ever, a World 
University Games 100m gold medalist has failed an out-of-
competition dope test and has been provisionally suspended. 

Football: Inter Milan thumps AC Milan to clinch Italian 
Super Cup 
Serie A rivals Inter beat their local rivals AC Milan 3-0 to 
win the Italian Super Cup in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It is the 
first time in history that Inter have beaten AC Milan in an 
Italian cup final, having lost the Coppa Italia in 1977 and 
the Italian Super Cup in 2011. 
 
Thai shuttler Kunlavut Vitidsarn wins India Open 
Badminton title. 
Thailand shuttler Kunlavut Vitidsarn has won the India 
Open Badminton title held in New Delhi.  Earlier, Korean 
sensation An Seyoung won the Women's singles final. 
 
Suryakumar, Kohli and Hardik in ICC T20I team of the 
year. 
Suryakumar Yadav, Virat Kohli and Hardik Pandya were 
picked in the ICC ‘Men’s T20I team of 2022’. The women’s 
team has four Indians — Smriti Mandhana, Deepti 
Sharma, Richa Ghosh and Renuka Singh. Jos Buttler was 
named captain of the men’s team while Sophie Devine will 
skipper the women’s team. 
 
Siraj becomes world number one bowler in ODIs. 
India pacer Mohammed Siraj became number one bowler 
in the ICC rankings for ODI bowlers, a testament to his 
rapid rise in international cricket. 
 
Australian Open Tennis: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus 
wins Women's singles title   
In Australian Open 2023, fifth seed Belarus' Aryna 
Sabalenka came from a set down to beat the Twenty-
second seed Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina in the final of 
the Australian Open women's singles.  
 
Advani outclasses Lee to win CCI snooker crown. 
Indian cue sports star Pankaj Advani of PSPB outclassed 
Stephen Lee of England for a 7-2 victory in the best-of-13-
frame final of the CCI Snooker Classic 2023. 
 
Fifth Khelo India Youth Games 2022 begins in MP 
The fifth edition of Khelo India Youth Games 2022 has 
commenced in Madhya Pradesh. This thirteen-day event 
will be held till February 11 in eight cities of Madhya 
Pradesh.    
 

India wins U19 Women’s T20 World Cup 
India beat England by 7 wickets to win the inaugural U19 
Women’s T20 World Cup. This is the first ICC trophy India 
has won in women’s cricket. 
 
Novak Djokovic wins his 10th Australian Open title  
Novak Djokovic beats Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-3 7-6 (7-4) 7-
6 (7-5) to win his 10th Australian Open. Djokovic equals 
Rafael Nadal's men's record of 22 Grand Slam titles and 
the Serb will now be world number one in ranking. 
 

Indian men's hockey team chief coach Graham Reid 
resigns 
Indian men's hockey team chief coach Graham Reid 
resigned from his position after the host nation's outing at 
the just-concluded World Cup. Reid, who was appointed 
India coach in April 2019, led the team to a historic bronze 
medal finish at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021. 
 

Prajnesh wins ITF men’s tournament in Kuwait 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran beat Khumoyun Sultanov of 
Uzbekistan 6-2, 7-6(5) in the final of the $25,000 ITF 
men’s tennis tournament in Al Zahra, Kuwait.  
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Murali Vijay announces retirement from all forms of 
international cricket. 
India player Murali Vijay announced he was retiring from 
international cricket. The right-handed batter who featured 
in 61 Tests, 17 ODIs and nine T20 Internationals last 
played for the country in the Perth Test against Australia 
in December 2018. 
 
 
 
 
International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 kick starts 
Spearheaded by the Prime Minister, the Government of 
India sponsored the proposal for International Year of 
Millets (IYM) 2023 which was accepted by the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 
 
All-woman team from India to keep peace in Sudan 
India is set to deploy an all-woman platoon of 
peacekeepers as part of a battalion to the United Nations 
Interim Security Force in Abyei (on the border between 
South Sudan and Sudan), which will be India’s largest 
single unit of women peacekeepers in a UN mission since 
the deployment of the first-ever all woman contingent in 
Liberia in 2007. 
 
Ozone layer healing, hole will mend by 2066, says UN 
Earth’s protective ozone layer is slowly but noticeably 
healing at a pace that would fully mend the hole over 
Antarctica in about 43 years, a new UN report says. A 
once-every-four-years scientific assessment found 
recovery in progress, more than 35 years after every 
nation in the world agreed to stop producing chemicals 
that chomp on the layer of ozone in Earth’s atmosphere. 
 
Earth's inner core rotating slower than surface, study 
suggests. 
Earth's inner core, a hot iron ball the size of Pluto, has 
stopped spinning faster than the planet's surface and 
might now be rotating slower than it, research suggested. 
 
Sweden discovers Europe's largest known rare earths 
deposit. 
Europe’s largest deposit of rare earths, which are used in 
everything from mobile phones to missiles, has been 
found in Sweden. 
 
Privately-owned Virgin Orbit's 1st space launch from 
Britain's soil failed. 
In UK, the privately-owned Virgin Orbit's first space launch 
from Britain's soil has failed when a reported anomaly 
prevented the rocket from reaching orbit. It was the first 
attempt to launch a satellite from western Europe.  
 
Over 500 literary personalities, Nobel Prize winner, 
Booker awardees took part in Dhaka Lit Fest 2023 
More than 500 literary personalities across the globe 
including Nobel Prize Winner Abdulrazak Gurnah were 
taken part in the 10th edition of the Dhaka Lit Fest (DLF) 
that was held in Dhaka between Jan 5-8. 
 

Savitri Bai Phule’s birth anniversary observed on 3rd 
January 
The nation is remembering the first female teacher in 
Modern India, Savitri Bai Phule on her birth anniversary. 
She was born on 3rd January 1831 in Naigaon, a small 
village in Maharashtra. Her life is heralded as a beacon of 
women’s rights in India.   
 

World Hindi Day 2023 observed on January 10 
Vishwa Hindi Diwas, also known as World Hindi Day, is 
observed on January 10. The purpose of the day is to promote 
Hindi language. Additionally, January 10 is the anniversary of 
the language's first use in the UN General Assembly. 
 

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways to observe 
Road Safety Week across country.   
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways observed  
the Road Safety Week across the country from January 
11-17. The aim of this programme is to propagate the cause 
of safer roads for all under the Swachhata Pakhwada.  
 
Armed Forces Veterans Day: 14th January 
The country observed the 7th Armed Forces Veterans on 
14th January. Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Lieutenant 
General Anil Chauhan, three service chiefs paid tributes 
at National War Memorial in New Delhi.   
 

75th Indian Army Day: 15th January 2023 
The Indian Army day 2023 was celebrated on 15th January 
2023 and it mark the 75th anniversary of the Indian army day.  
 

National Girl Child Day observed on Jan 24. 
National Girl Child Day was observed on January 24.  
The Women and Child Development Ministry is celebrating 
the day, with a special focus on valuing the girl child. 
 

National Voters Day: 25th January  
Election Commission of India has celebrated the 13th 
National Voters’ Day on 25th January 2023.The theme for 
this year’s NVD, ‘Nothing Like Voting, I Vote for Sure’ is 
dedicated to voters. 
 
International Customs Day: 26th January 
The World Customs Organization (WCO) marks 
International Customs Day on 26th January every year. 
This year, the theme of International Customs Day is 
‘Nurturing the next generation: Promoting a culture of 
knowledge-sharing and professional pride in Customs.’ 
 

74th Republic Day being celebrated with traditional 
patriotic fervour. 
The Nation celebrated its 74th Republic Day on January 26. 
The main function was held at Kartavya Path in New Delhi 
from where President Droupadi Murmu led the nation in 
celebrating the Republic Day. Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi was the Chief Guest at the parade.   
 

World Leprosy Day 2023:29th January 
World Leprosy Day (WLD) is celebrated on the last 
Sunday of January. In 2023, World Leprosy Day was 
observed on 29 January. The theme of World Leprosy 
Day 2023 is “Act Now. End Leprosy.” 
 

 


