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COVID tourism impact could top 4 trillion Dollar: UN 
report 
The economic impact from the plunge in tourism since 
the pandemic emerged last year could top 4 trillion 
Dollar, according to a joint report by the UN’s World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 
 

India’s Covaxin effectively neutralises Delta variant 
of Covid, says U.S.' health research institute 
India’s Covaxin, developed by Bharat Biotech in 
collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research, 
effectively neutralises both Alpha and Delta variants of 
coronavirus, the U.S.’ National Institute of Health has said. 
 

Delta variant to become dominant strain: WHO 
The World Health Organisation has said the Delta 
variant of COVID-19 is now present in nearly 100 
countries as per conservative estimates and warned that 
in the coming months the highly transmissible strain will 
become the dominant variant of the coronavirus globally. 
 

Deadly heat wave slams Canada, US 
Millions of people in western Canada and the north western 
United States were under heat alerts as the region baked 
in record-breaking temperatures and police reported scores 
of deaths likely linked to the scorching conditions.  
 

India joins OECD, G20 Inclusive Framework tax deal 
of global corporate tax 
India has joined the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) and G20 Inclusive Framework tax 
deal of global corporate tax. Around 130 countries, 
representing more than 90 percent of global GDP, adopted 
the global corporate tax rate of at least 15 percent. 
 

US military leaves Afghanistan’s Bagram air base 
after nearly 20 years 
After nearly 20 years, the US military has left Bagram 
airfield, the epicentre of its war to oust the Taliban and track 
down the al-Qaida perpetrators of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
 

UN urges Myanmar military to release Aung San Suu Kyi 
United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres has 
urged the Myanmar military to release the ousted State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint 
immediately. 
 

PM Modi offers India’s CoWIN App for Corona 
vaccination to countries around world 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the CoWin 
Global Conclave as India presented the indigenously 
developed CoWIN platform to the world at the virtual 
global meet of representatives from 142 countries. 
 

Israel’s Parliament fails to extend controversial law 
barring Palestinians from being granted citizenship 
rights upon marrying Israelis 
Israel’s Parliament has failed to pass an extension to a 
controversial law barring Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank or Gaza from being granted citizenship rights 
upon marrying Israelis. 
 

Haiti declares emergency following assassination of 
its president Jovenel Moïse 
Haiti has declared a state of emergency after the 
assassination of its president Jovenel Moïse, who was 

shot dead and his wife injured in an attack on their home 
in the nation’s capital, Port-au-Prince.  
 

Japan declares state of emergency 2 weeks ahead of 
Tokyo Olympics 
Japan has declared a state of emergency in Tokyo which 
will run throughout the Olympic Games, to combat 
COVID-19. Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga informed the 
media that it would remain in place until 22nd August.   
 

Ethiopia’s ruling party wins national parliamentary 
election 
In Ethiopia, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s Prosperity 
party won national parliamentary election. National 
Election Board of Ethiopia announced that the ruling 
party won 410 seats out of 436 in the federal parliament. 
 

15 EU countries recognise India’s Covishield 
vaccine for travellers 
World Health Organisation (WHO) chief scientist Soumya 
Swaminathan has said that 15 countries in the European 
Union (EU) now recognise Covishield vaccine for travellers. 
 

Thousands of people protest against Cuba’s 
communist govt in Havana 
Thousands of people have protested against Cuba’s 
communist government in the capital Havana and 
several other cities, in the biggest demonstrations on the 
island in almost 30 years. 
 

Nepal SC directs Deuba to be appointed PM 
In a landmark verdict, Nepal's Supreme Court directed 
President Bidya Devi Bhandari to appoint Nepali 
Congress chief Sher Bahadur Deuba as prime minister 
and reinstated the dissolved House of Representatives 
for a second time in five months. 
 

United Arab Emirates becomes 1st Gulf state to 
open embassy in Israel 
The United Arab Emirates became the first Gulf nation to 
open an embassy in Israel, nearly a year after both 
countries signed an agreement to normalise diplomatic ties.  
 

At least 125 people killed in devastating floods in 
Western Europe 
In Western Europe, at least 125 people have lost their lives 
to the devastating floods. Countries like Germany and 
Belgium are witnessing some of the worst floods in decades.   
 

WHO proposes fresh coronavirus investigation in 
China and lab audits over to find origin of virus 
The World Health Organization has proposed a fresh 
coronavirus investigation in China and an audit of its labs 
over the origin of the virus.   
 

US, Afghanistan, Pakistan & Uzbekistan To Form 
Quad Group In Bid To Promote Afghan Peace 
The United States, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Uzbekistan have announced to incorporate a new 
quadrilateral diplomatic group in a bid to promote the 
Afghan peace process, stability, and trade in the region. 
 

COVID-19 Restrictions Lifted In England  
The British government lifted pandemic restrictions on 
daily life in England, scrapping all social distancing in a 
step slammed by scientists and opposition parties as a 
dangerous leap into the unknown. 
 

Phones Of Indian Politicians, Journalists Hacked 
Using Pegasus 
Phone numbers of Indian ministers, opposition leaders 
and journalists have been found on a database of targets 
for hacking that used Israeli spyware 'Pegasus’.  
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Russia to hold drills near Afghan border 
Russia will stage military drills next month with Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan at the Kharbmaidon training ground near 
the Afghan border with Afghanistan, where the Taliban 
has led an offensive against government troops. 
 

More than half of Australia’s population under 
COVID lockdown 
More than half of Australia’s 25 million people were under 
lockdown after a third state adopted movement curbs to 
rein in the highly contagious Delta variant of coronavirus. 
 

U.K. wants new trade deal for N. Ireland 
The United Kingdom’s government has demanded the 
European Union re-negotiate post-Brexit trading 
arrangements for Northern Ireland after rioting and 
business disruption hit the restive province. 
 

Rioting claims 337 lives in South Africa, says govt 
In South Africa, rioting this month has claimed 337 lives, 
the government said. . Some of the latest deaths were of 
people succumbing to injuries sustained during the riots. 
 

China rejects WHO plan to audit labs 
China said a WHO proposal to audit Chinese labs as part 
of further investigation into the origins of the coronavirus 
pandemic showed “disrespect” and “arrogance towards 
science”.   
 

Foiled attempt to kill President: Madagascar 
Madagascar said  it had foiled an attempt to assassinate 
President Andry Rajoelina and arrested six people, two 
of whom were French nationals.   
 

More than half of European adults fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19: EU 
The European Union has announced that more than half 
of all European adults are now fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.  
 

Bangladesh receives 180 tonnes of imported Oxygen 
from India 
India supplied more than 180 tonnes of medical oxygen 
to Bangladesh during the Eid holidays under special 
arrangements.  
 

Afghanistan curfew imposed as Taliban militants 
advance 
The Afghan government imposed a month-long curfew 
across almost all of the country in a bid to stop the 
Taliban from invading cities.  
 

Tunisia PM sacked after violent Covid protests 
Tunisia's President Kais Saied has sacked the Prime 
Minister Hichem Mechichi and suspended parliament, 
after violent protests broke out across the country.   
 

US combat forces to leave Iraq by end of year 
US President Joe Biden has announced that American 
combat forces will leave Iraq by the end of this year, though 
troops will continue to train and advise the Iraqi military.   
 

Typhoon In-fa disrupts life in Eastern China 
Typhoon In-fa has moved to Shanghai and continued to 
lash the city after making landfall at the nearby island-
city of Zhousha.   
 

Myanmar Junta Cancels Results Of 2020 Election 
Won By Suu Kyi's Party 
Myanmar’s junta cancelled the results of 2020 polls won 
by Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, announcing they were not 
“free and fair”, almost six months after deposing the 
Nobel laureate in a coup.   
 

Bhutan vaccinates most of population after donations 
Bhutan has inoculated most of its eligible population with 
second doses of COVID-19 vaccinations in a week, in a 
speedy roll-out hailed by UNICEF on Monday as a 
“success story” for international donations . 

 
 
 

SC directs Centre to frame guidelines for payment of 
ex-gratia compensation to families of COVID-19 victims 
The Supreme Court directed the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) to frame guidelines for 
payment of ex-gratia compensation to family members of 
persons who succumbed to COVID-19.   
 

IIS Officer N Venudhar Reddy takes charge as 
Director General of All India Radio 
N Venudhar Reddy, an Indian Information service, IIS 
Officer of 1988 batch took charge as Director General of 
All India Radio.   
 

New deputy chiefs for Army and Air Force 
Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari took over as Vice-Chief of 
the Air Staff, while Lt. Gen. Sanjeev Kumar Sharma assumed 
office as the Deputy Chief of the Army Staff (Strategy).   
 

Centre invites nominations for Subhas Chandra 
Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2022 
The central Government has invited nominations for the 
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 
2022. The awards are given for excellence in the field of 
Disaster Management.  
 

Pregnant women now eligible for Covid-19 
vaccination: Health Ministry 
The Central government has approved Covid vaccination 
for pregnant women after recommendations from the 
National Technical Advisory Group on Immunization. 
The vaccine can be taken anytime during the pregnancy. 
 

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank to 
virtually launched NIPUN Bharat on July 5 
Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank virtually 
launched National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading 
with Understanding and Numeracy – NIPUN Bharat to 
create an enabling environment to ensure universal 
acquisition of foundational literacy and numeracy. This is 
to ensure that every child achieves the desired learning 
competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the 
end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. 
 

Unique Project To Boost Tribal Income And Bamboo 
Economy In Rajasthan 
A unique scientific exercise serving the combined 
national objectives of reducing desertification and 
providing livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural industry 
support has been initiated by Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) The project named 
“Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought” (BOLD) is the first- 
of-its-kind exercise in India which was launched by from 
the tribal village NichlaMandwa in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 
 

COVID-19: Govt readies two more central drug 
laboratories for vaccine testing 
Government has set up two more Central Drug Laboratories 
for COVID vaccine testing. Department of Biotechnology, 
Ministry of Science and Technology, has set up two Vaccine 
testing facilities in its Autonomous Research Institutes 
National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS), Pune, and National 
Institute of Animal Biotechnology,(NIAB) Hyderabad.   
 

Health Ministry launches ‘COVID GuruKool’ 
informational video series on its social media platforms 
Health Ministry has launched COVID GuruKool, an 
informational video series on its social media platforms. 
It is aimed at disseminating authentic information on 
COVID-19 pandemic and it’s vaccination program.  
 

DPIIT initiates project on Open Network for Digital 
Commerce 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
has initiated a project on Open Network for Digital 
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Commerce (ONDC). It aims at promoting open networks 
developed on open sourced methodology, using open 
specifications and open network protocols independent 
of any specific platform.   
 

President appoints new Governors for 8 states  
President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed New 
Governors for eight states.  
 

Union Minister Thawarchand Gehlot has been  
appointed as the new Governor of Karnataka while 
Mangubhai Chhaganbhai Patel will be the new Governor 
of Madhya Pradesh.  
 

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati will be Governor of Mizoram 
and another party leader Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has 
been appointed as the Governor of Himachal Pradesh. 
 

Mizoram Governor P.S. Sreedharan Pillai has been 
appointed as the new Governor of Goa. Haryana Governor 
Satyadev Narayan Arya will now be the Governor of Tripura.  
 

Tripura Governor Ramesh Bais is the new Governor of 
Jharkhand. Himachal Pradesh Governor Bandaru Dattatreya 
has been appointed as new Governor of Haryana. 
 

MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari becomes Brand 
Ambassador of Khadi Prakritik Paint 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSME Minister 
Nitin Gadkari has become Brand Ambassador of Khadi 
Prakritik Paint.  
 

Government aims to empower forest dwellers in the 
management of forest resources 
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Ministry of 
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change have jointly 
decided to give more power to the tribal communities in 
managing the forest resources. A joint communication in 
this regard was signed by both the Ministries.  
 

DMRC launches India’s first FASTAG/UPI-based 
cashless parking at Kashmere Gate metro station 
For the first time in the country, a FASTag/UPI based 
cashless parking facility was launched at the Kashmere 
Gate Metro Station, NewDelhi. 
 

Union Council of Ministers expanded; 43 Ministers 
including 15 Cabinet Ministers take oath 
Forty-three Ministers were sworn into the Union Council 
of Ministers as Prime Minister Narendra Modi inducted 
many new faces. They include 15 Cabinet Ministers and 
28 Ministers of State. BJP leaders Narayan Rane, 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Sarbananda Sonowal, Dr Virendra 
Kumar, Ashwini Vaishnaw and Bhupendra Yadav and R 
C P Singh of JD(U) and Pashupati Kumar Paras of LJP 
were sworn in as Cabinet Ministers.  
 

Union Ministers Hardeep Singh Puri, Mansukh 
Mandaviya, Kiren Rijiju, Raj Kumar Singh, G Kishan 
Reddy, Parshottam Rupala and Anurag Thakur were 
also elevated to the rank of Cabinet Ministers. 
 

Modi Government creates a new Ministry of Co-operation 
In a historic move, a separate ‘Ministry of Co-operation’ 
has been created by the Modi Government for realizing 
the vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi’.   
 

1st commercial shipment of Kashmir valley’s Mishri 
variety of cherries exported to Dubai 
The first commercial shipment of Mishri variety of cherries 
from Kashmir valley has been exported to Dubai from 
Srinagar. J&K produces more than 95 per cent of the 
country’s total production of commercial varieties of cherries.  
 

India and Gambia sign MoU on Refurbishing 
Personnel Administration and Governance Reforms 
The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances, India and Public Service Commission, 

Gambia have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on Refurbishing Personnel Administration and 
Governance Reforms.  
 

Over ₹23,000 crore package announced for 
emergency response to COVID-19 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said a new package of more 
than ₹23,000 crore rupees has been approved to further 
strengthen the fight against COVID. In a tweet, Mr Modi said 
that under this, necessary arrangements like pediatric care 
units to ICU beds, oxygen storage, ambulances and 
medicines will be made in all the districts of the country.   
 

Defence Ministry implements SPARSH, integrated 
system for automation of sanction and disbursement 
of defence pension 
The Defence Ministry has implemented SPARSH, an 
integrated system for automation of sanction and 
disbursement of defence pension. This web-based system 
processes pension claims and credits pension directly into 
the bank accounts of defence pensioners without relying 
on any external intermediary.   
 

Union Cabinet approves MoC between CCI and JFTC 
to promote and strengthen cooperation in matter of 
Competition Law and Policy 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Memorandum on 
Cooperation (MoC) between Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) and Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC) to 
promote and strengthen cooperation in the matter of 
Competition Law and Policy.   
 

Bharat Dynamics Ltd signs ₹499-crore deal with IAF 
for Akash missiles 
The Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) has signed a 
contract with the Ministry of Defence for the manufacture 
and supply of Akash missiles to the Indian Air Force 
(IAF). The total worth of the deal is around ₹499 crore. 
 

India - Nepal signs Rail Services Agreement 
India and Nepal have signed a Letter of Exchange (LoE), 
to revise the 2004 India-Nepal Rail Services Agreement 
(RSA) and which will facilitate the import and export of 
goods through the Indian railway freight services. 
 

In a first, French medical tech company to build 
facility in TN 
Institut Georges Lopez (IGL), a French medical 
technology company, will establish a facility to 
manufacture medical devices and solutions for ‘flushing 
and preservation’ of organs in Cheyyar, Tamil Nadu. It 
will be the first such facility in India.   
 

Monsoon Session of Parliament to commence from 
19th July and conclude on 13th August, says LS 
Speaker Om Birla 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has said that the Monsoon 
Session of Parliament will commence from 19th this 
month and conclude on 13th August. Mr. Birla said, there 
will be 19 sittings during the session. He said, the sitting 
of both the houses will be held from 11 am to 6 pm.   
 

APEDA inks MoU with NAFED for strengthening 
export linkage of Farmer Cooperatives and Farmer 
Producer Organisations 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority, APEDA signed an MoU with 
National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of 
India Ltd, NAFED for strengthening export linkage of farmer 
cooperatives and Farmer Producer Organisation, FPOs. 
 

KVIC secures trademark registrations in Bhutan, 
UAE, Mexico 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has 
recently secured trademark registrations in three countries 
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namely Bhutan, UAE and Mexico which is a big stride 
towards protecting the identity of brand Khadi globally.   
 

World famous Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath begins 
at Puri in Odisha 
The world famous Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath got 
under way without devotees for the second year in a row 
in the coastal town of Puri  due to COVID-19 restrictions.   
 

68 killed in lightning strikes in 3 States; experts 
issue warning 
With the monsoon making a slow revival over several 
parts of India, except the northwest region, there is a rise 
in lightning-linked deaths. Nearly 68 were reportedly 
struck dead by lightning on a single day in Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 
 

Uttarakhand Govt decides to suspend Kanwad Yatra 
in wake of COVID situation in state 
Uttarakhand Government has decided to suspend the 
Kanwad Yatra in the wake of the COVID situation in the state. 
 

Serum Institute to start production of Sputnik V 
vaccine in India from Sept. 
Russia’s sovereign wealth fund and Serum Institute of 
India have announced plans to start the production of the 
Sputnik V vaccine in India.  
 

Piyush Goyal will be the Leader of House in Rajya Sabha 
Union minister Piyush Goyal was appointed as the leader 
of the house in Rajya Sabha. Goyal replaces Thawar 
Chand Gehlot, who moved to Karnataka as the governor 
of the state following the recent cabinet reshuffle.   
 

CCEA approves implementation of special livestock 
sector package 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 
approved implementation of special livestock sector 
package. This package envisages Central Government’s 
support amounting to nine thousand 800 crore rupees 
over duration of five years for leveraging total investment 
of 54 thousand 618 crore rupees for five years. 
 

Centre asks states not to register cases under sec 
66A of IT Act 
The Union Home Ministry has requested States and Union 
Territories to direct all Police Stations under their 
jurisdiction not to register cases under the repealed Section 
66 A of the Information Technology Act, 2000. It has asked 
the States and UTs to sensitize law enforcement agencies 
for the compliance of the order issued by the Supreme 
Court on 24th March 2015. 
 

Gandhinagar railway station now has a 5-star hotel 
atop its railway track 
India’s first 5-star hotel over a live railway track has been built 
at the Gandhinagar Capital Railway Station by the Indian 
Railway Stations Redevelopment Corporation (IRSDC).  
The hotel has over 318 five-star category rooms for the 
ultimate experience of passengers who could prefer to stay.   
 

DA for Central Govt employees increased to 28% 
The Union Cabinet decided to hike Dearness Allowance, 
DA for Central Government employees and pensioners 
which will be applicable from 1st of this month.  
The Dearness Allowance for Central Government 
employees and pensioners has now been increased 
from 17 per cent to 28 per cent. 
 

Cabinet approves continuation of National AYUSH 
Mission as Centrally-sponsored Scheme 
The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of National 
AYUSH Mission as a Centrally sponsored Scheme from 
1st April 2021 to 31st March 2026 with financial 
implication of nearly four thousand 607 crore rupees. Out 
of it, three thousand crore rupees will be as Central 
share and 1,607 crore rupees as State share. The 
Mission was launched on 15th September 2014. 
 

Cabinet okays scheme for subsidy to shipping 
companies 
The Union Cabinet approved a scheme to provide ₹1,624 
crore over five years as subsidy to Indian shipping 
companies in global tenders floated by ministries and 
CPSEs for import of government cargo.   
 

Permanent Commission for 147 women officers 
The Indian Army said that 147 additional women officers 
had been granted Permanent Commission (PC) taking 
the total number of women officers granted it to 424 out 
of the 615 officers considered since the landmark 
judgment by the Supreme Court last year.   
 

Rajnath Singh launches AI- powered grievance 
management application 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched an Artificial 
Intelligence-powered grievance management application 
in New Delhi. The system was developed by Ministry of 
Defence with the cooperation of IIT-Kanpur. This is the 
first Artificial Intelligence-based system developed to 
improve grievance redressal in the Government.   
 

Dharmendra Pradhan, Arjun Munda to jointly launch 
School Innovation Ambassador Training Program  
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and Tribal Affairs 
Minister Arjun Munda will jointly launch the School Innovation 
Ambassador Training Program. It aims to train 50 thousand 
school teachers on Innovation, Entrepreneurship, Design 
Thinking, Product development and Idea generation. 
 

Power Minister inaugurates Aiming for Sustainable 
Habitat: New Initiatives in Building Energy Efficiency 
2021 
Union Minister of Power and New and Renewable Energy 
R K Singh had announced various initiatives being taken 
by Government of India towards energy efficiency in  
the building sector, as part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’. 
 

MeitY enables map services in UMANG App through 
MoU with MapmyIndia 
To further enhance the initiatives of Digital India 
Programme, the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology has enabled map services in UMANG App ‘ 
through Memorandum of Understanding with MapmyIndia. 
 

Govt issues two Gazette Notifications for jurisdiction 
of Krishna and Godavari River Management Boards 
The Union Government has issued two Gazette Notifications 
for jurisdiction of Krishna and Godavari River Management 
Boards. Jal Shakti Ministry has notified the jurisdiction of  
the two Boards in terms of administration, regulation, 
operation and maintenance of listed projects in Godavari and 
Krishna rivers in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 
 

Government launches digital platform Kisan Sarathi 
The UnionGovernment launched digital platform Kisan 
Sarathi to facilitate farmers to get right information at 
right time in their desired language.   
 

NCW signs MoU with Bureau of Police Research & 
Development for gender sensitisation of police 
personnel 
National Commission for Women has signed an MoU with 
Bureau of Police Research and Development for gender 
sensitization of police personnel across the country. 
 

Uttar Pradesh cancels Kanwar Yatra 
The Kanwar yatra in Uttar Pradesh has been cancelled 
this year. The announcement came three days after the 
Supreme Court had taken suo motu cognizance of the 
State’s move to go ahead with the annual yatra amid 
fears of a third wave of the pandemic. 
 

Gujarat tops discom ranking ninth year in a row, UP 
and Haryana progress 
Gujarat utilities have topped the ranking of power 
distribution companies (discoms) by the Power Finance 
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Corporation (PFC) for the ninth year on the trot, with all 
five Gujarat discoms being the only ones rated A+, the 
highest ranking.   
 

326 sedition cases were filed during 2014-19 
A total of 326 cases were registered in the country under 
the controversial colonial-era penal law on sedition between 
2014 and 2019 in which just six persons were convicted.   
 

Naqvi appointed Deputy Leader of House in RS 
The BJP appointed Union Minister for Minority Affairs 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi as the Deputy Leader of the 
House in the Rajya Sabha.   
 

Financial support was provided to nearly 9 private 
industries for development of vaccines for  
COVID-19: Govt 
The Union Government said financial support was provided 
to nearly nine private industries for the development of 
vaccines for COVID-19. Minister of State for Finance, 
Pankaj Chaudhary said in a written reply in Lok Sabha. 
 

Maharashtra crosses 4 cr mark in nationwide 
vaccination drive 
Maharashtra has crossed the four-crore mark in the 
nationwide vaccination drive. It has also topped the 
cumulative vaccination tally in the country. So far 4 crore 
24 thousand 701 vaccines have been given to the 
beneficiaries in the state so far.   
 

SC annuls parts of co-op amendment 
In a major boost for federalism, the Supreme Court of India 
recently struck down parts of a Constitution amendment 
which shrank the exclusive authority of States over its 
cooperative societies. The Supreme Court upheld a 2013 
judgment of the Gujarat High Court which struck down  
the provisions of the Constitution (97th Amendment) Act  
 

Gujarat: First-ever elections of Balika Panchayat 
successfully held at Kunariya village 
The Kunariya village of Kutch district in Gujarat has come out 
with a unique idea of holding Balika Panchayat. The first-ever 
elections of this Balika Panchayat were successfully held.   
 

India signed 26 pacts to fight drug menace 
India has signed 26 bilateral pacts, 15 memoranda of 
understanding and two agreements on security 
cooperation with different countries for combating illicit 
trafficking of narcotic, drugs and psychotropic substances, 
besides chemical precursors, according to a Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) reply in the Lok Sabha. 
 

IT panel to deliberate on Pegasus issue 
The Standing Committee on Information Technology, headed 
by senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, will deliberate on 
the use of the Pegasus spyware against nearly 300 persons 
in India on July 28.   
 

Centre amends policy on suspended family pension 
The Union government has amended a decades-old 
policy of suspending family pension to the spouse of a 
deceased government employee, when he/she is 
charged with murdering the employee or abetting the 
commission of such an offence. Now, the family pension 
will be allowed to another eligible family member if the 
person is charged with the offence of murdering or 
abetting in the murder of the Government servant. 
 

Three more people diagnosed with Zika virus in Kerala 
Kerala Health Minister Veena George has informed that 
three more people in the state have been diagnosed with 
the Zika virus. The virus has been confirmed in the 
residents of areas in Thiruvananthapuram.   
 

Cabinet approves establishment of Central 
University of Ladakh 
The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of a 
Central University of Ladakh with the cost of ₹750 crore. 

The Bill in this regard will be introduced for amending the 
Central Universities Act, 2009. 
 

Need to curb bogus voting, booth capturing with iron 
hand: SC 
Booth capturing and bogus voting should be dealt with an 
iron hand, said the Supreme Court while upholding the 
conviction of eight persons involved in rioting and causing 
injuries with firearms outside a polling station in what is 
now Jharkhand ahead of the 1989 Lok Sabha elections. 
 

SC upholds NGT ban on firecrackers 
The Supreme Court of India dismissed a challenge to  
a National Green Tribunal (NGT) ban on the sale and use of 
firecrackers during the COVID-19 pandemic in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) and all cities and towns where  
the ambient air quality is in the poor or above categories.   
 

Bids for PPP in Passenger Train Operations project 
opened 
The bids for Public Private Participation, PPP in Passenger 
Train Operations project opened after detailed exercise 
and multiple rounds of discussion with the industry players. 
Ministry of Railways said this is an entirely new attempt to 
bring world-class trains through PPP in India.   
 

Union govt caps Trade Margin for five medical devices 
Union Government has capped the Trade Margin for five 
medical devices. They are – Pulse Oximeter, Blood 
Pressure Monitoring Machine, Nebulizer, Digital 
Thermometer and  Glucometer. 
 

Civil Aviation Security gets new chief 
Nasir Kamal, a 1986 batch IPS officer of Uttar Pradesh 
cadre, has been appointed as the Director General of 
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) in the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation till his superannuation on July 31, 2022.  
 

President Ram Nath Kovind completes 4 years in office 
President Ram Nath Kovind completed four years in office, 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan said on Twitter and shared an e-book 
highlighting activities of the fourth year of his presidency  
 

Kakatiya Rudreswara temple in Telangana inscribed 
by UNESCO as World Heritage Site 
One of the iconic sites of Telangana state, Kakatiya 
Rudreswara Temple, located at Palampet village, 
popularly known as Ramappa temple has been inscribed 
by UNESCO as World Heritage Site.   
 

Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa resigns 
Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa has submitted 
his resignation to Governor Thawarchand Gehlot in 
Bengaluru. The BJP Government led by Yediyurappa in 
Karnataka completes two years.   
 

Dholavira in Gujarat on UNESCO World Heritage list 
The Harappan city of Dholavira, in present-day Gujarat, 
was on Tuesday named the 40th Indian site on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage list. 
 

HM Amit Shah asks CMs of Assam & Mizoram to 
resolve border issue amicably 
Home Minister Amit Shah has spoken to the Chief 
Ministers of Assam and Mizoram and asked them to 
resolve the border issue amicably. Six Assam Police 
personnel were killed while several people injured in 
clashes along Assam-Mizoram border.  
 

Odisha: Puri becomes first city in country to 
implement Drink from Tap project 
Puri in Odisha became the first city in the country to 
implement the Drink from Tap project. This was stated by 
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik while inaugurating the project   
 

21.5 million jobs lost in tourism sector: Centre 
With the tourism industry among the hardest hit due to 
the pandemic, it is estimated that about 21.5 million 
people working in the sector lost their jobs during the 
nine-month period from April 2020-December 2020.  
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Seroprevalence in Kerala only 44%, says ICMR 
Madhya Pradesh has the highest seroprevalance, or the 
presence of antibodies to the novel coronavirus, and 
Kerala the lowest among 21 States studied, according to 
the fourth national serology survey of the Indian Council 
of Medical Research (ICMR).   
 

Chandrayaan-3 mission likely late next year 
Chandrayaan-3, India's lunar mission, is likely to be 
launched during the quarter of 2022, Union minister 
Jitendra Singh said, stressing that its progress was 
hampered due to the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 

India’s cumulative COVID vaccination coverage 
surpasses 45 crore 55 lakh 
India’s Cumulative COVID Vaccination Coverage has 
surpassed 45 crore 55 lakh as on July 29, 2021.   
 

Centre approves 27% OBC, 10% EWS quota in 
medical courses 
The Union government announced 27% reservation for other 
backward class (OBC) students and 10% for economically 
weaker sections (EWS) in the all India quota of seats for 
undergraduate and postgraduate medical and dental courses. 
 

Parliament passes Factoring Regulation 
(Amendment) Bill to help MSME sector 
Parliament passed the Factoring Regulation (Amendment) 
Bill, 2021, to bring changes in the legislation aimed at 
helping the MSME sector. The bill will provide relief to the 
MSME sector and help them in ensuring a smoother 
capital cycle and healthier cash flow. 
 

9,27,606 Severely Acute Malnourished Children 
Identified, Nearly 4 Lakh in UP: Govt 
Over nine lakh severely acute malnourished children aged 
between six months and six years have been identified in 
the country, out of whom 3,98,359 are from Uttar Pradesh, 
the Women and Child Development Ministry said.   
 

22.7 lakh loans worth ₹2,243 crore disbursed to 
street vendors under PM SVANidhi Scheme 
The Central Government said that 22.7 lakh loans worth 
₹2,243 crore have been disbursed to street vendors 
under the Pradhan Mantri Street Vendors AtmaNirbhar 
Nidhi (PM-SVANidhi) scheme.   
 

CII enters into agreement with SII to speed up 
vaccination program in partnership with industry 
including health care providers 
Confederation of Indian Industry, CII, has entered into an 
agreement with Serum Institute of India (SII) to speed up 
the vaccination program in partnership with industry 
including health care providers.  
 

 
 
 

Core sector output rose 16.8% in May 
The output of eight core sectors grew by 16.8 per cent in May, 
mainly due to a low base effect and uptick in production of 
natural gas, refinery products, steel, cement and electricity.   
 

Govt. retains small savings rates for Q2 
The Union government has decided to leave the interest 
rates on small savings instruments for the upcoming 
July-September quarter unchanged, the Finance Ministry 
said in a memo.   
 

SEBI approves proposal to introduce framework for 
‘Accredited Investors’ 
Securities and exchange board of India (SEBI) has approved 
a proposal to introduce a framework for ‘Accredited 
Investors’ in the Indian securities market. Accredited 
investors may be Individuals, Hindu Undivided Families 
(HUFs), Family Trusts, Sole Proprietorships, Partnership 

Firms, Trusts and Body Corporates based on financial 
parameters and information as may be specified by SEBI. 
 

Centre announces ₹19,000 crore for Bharat Net project 
In a boost to the Digital India initiative, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman announced an additional outlay of over 
₹19,000 crore for the BharatNet project, which aims to 
reach broadband to every village through the PPP model.   
 

Centre reduces duty on crude palm oil by 5% to 
reduce edible oil prices 
The Ministry of Finance through a notification has cut 
duty on Crude Palm Oil from 15 per cent to 10 per cent 
with effect from 30th June, 2021 and this will remain in 
force upto and 30th September this year.   
 

GNPA ratio may rise up to 11.2% in FY22 
The gross non-performing asset ratio (GNPA) of India’s 
scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) may climb by the end of 
the current fiscal year to as much as 11.2% under a severe 
stress scenario, from 7.48% in March 2021, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) said in its Financial Stability Report  
 

SBI celebrates 66th Foundation Day  
State Bank of India is celebrating its 66th year on July 1. 
SBI descends from the Bank of Calcutta founded in 1806 
through the Imperial Bank of India. The Bank of Madras 
merged into the other two presidency banks, the bank of 
Calcutta and the bank of Bombay to form the Imperial 
Bank of India which in turn became the State Bank of 
India on this day in 1955.  
 

Govt decides to bring retail, wholesale trade under 
ambit of MSME 
The government has decided to bring retail and 
wholesale trade under the ambit of Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME). It has issued revised 
guidelines to include retail and wholesale trade as 
MSME and extend to them the benefit of priority sector 
lending under the RBI guidelines. 
 

Indian Overseas Bank becomes the second most-
valued public lender 
Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has become the second 
most-valued listed public sector bank (PSB) with a 
market capitalisation of over ₹50,000 crore.   
 

Government extends retirement age of LIC chairman 
to 62 years 
The government has extended the superannuation age 
of IPO-bound LIC Chairman to up to 62 years by making 
amendment to the Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(Staff) Regulations, 1960. 
 

India achieves highest ever Merchandise export of  
95 Billion dollar in first quarter of current financial year 
India has recorded the highest ever Merchandise export 
of 95 Billion dollar was achieved in the first quarter of this 
financial year which surpassed the earlier peak of export 
of 90 Billion dollars in quarter four of 2020-21. 
 

Government imposes stock limit for all pulses 
except moong till October 31 this year 
The Union Government has imposed stock limit for all 
pulses except moong till the 31st of October this year.  
The decision has been taken to prevent hoarding and 
check price rise. The order will be applicable to 
wholesalers, retailers, millers and importers.   
 

RBI tweaks norms for interest on unclaimed amount 
after deposit matures 
The RBI has tweaked the norms for interest on the amount 
left unclaimed with the bank after a term deposit matures. 
Currently, if a term deposit matures and the proceeds are 
unpaid, the amount left unclaimed with the bank attracts  
the rate of interest as applicable to savings deposits.  
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RBI to buy ₹20,000-cr. G-secs July 8 
The Reserve Bank of India said the first purchase of 
government securities for an aggregate amount of 
₹20,000 crore under the G-sec Acquisition Programme 
(G-SAP 2.0) will be conducted on July 8.   
 

Tourism Ministry signs MoU with Yatra.Com to 
strengthen Hospitality, Tourism Industry 
The Ministry of Tourism has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding, MoU with Yatra.Com to strengthen the 
Hospitality and Tourism Industry.   
 

Businesses need not deduct TDS on shares 
purchases via exchanges: CBDT 
Businesses buying shares or commodities through 
recognized stock or commodity exchanges for any value 
exceeding ₹50 lakh will not be required to deduct TDS 
on the transaction, the Income Tax Department has said. 
 

Zomato gets Sebi's go-ahead to float ₹8,250-cr IPO 
Food delivery platform Zomato has received market 
regulator SEBI's go-ahead to raise ₹8,250 crore through 
an initial share-sale.   
 

Centre to sell ₹3,621-crore stake in NMDC 
Government is set to sell 7.49% stake in NMDC Ltd 
through an offer for sale (OFS) which could help it garner 
around ₹3800 crore for its disinvestment kitty.   
 

At ₹92,849 cr, GST mop-up dips to nine-month low 
Gross goods and services tax (GST) collections, after 
remaining above the ₹1-lakh-crore mark for eight months 
in a row, came in at ₹92,849 crore in June (May 
transactions), reflecting the blow to the economy from a 
virtually pan-India lockdown.   
 

Sumitomo Mitsui to buy 75% in Fullerton India for  
$2 billion 
Japan’s Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group (SMFG) is set 
to acquire a 74.9 per cent stake in Fullerton India Credit 
Company (FICC), a non- banking finance company that 
offers credit to retail as well as small businesses, for 
about $2 billion.   
 

Fitch cuts GDP growth estimate to 10% on slower 
recovery 
Fitch Ratings has cut its projection for India’s real GDP 
growth in 2021-22 to 10%, from 12.8%, citing a slower 
recovery due to renewed COVID-19 restrictions.   
 

Proposal to allow APMCs to use ₹1 lakh cr 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund approved 
In a major decision, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar informed that the Union Cabinet has also approved 
the proposal of allowing the Agriculture Produce Market 
Committees, APMCs to use the one lakh rupees 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund which has been 
announced as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Package.   
 

RBI issues advisory to banks and other RBI-
regulated entities emphasizing need for 
preparedness for transition away from LIBOR 
The Reserve Bank has issued an advisory to banks and 
other RBI-regulated entities emphasizing the need for 
preparedness for the transition away from London 
Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR). RBI has said that  
banks and financial institutions must avoid entering  
into new financial contracts that use LIBOR as benchmark 
and instead use any widely accepted alternative  
reference rate, as soon as practicable and in any case by 
December 31, 2021.  
 

11 million avail ₹2.75 lakh crore under Credit 
Guarantee Scheme 
Over 11 million businesses and individuals have availed 
around ₹2.75 lakh crore under the government’s credit 

guarantee scheme to provide working capital and 
emergency funds to help overcome the economic stress 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 

FinMin releases ₹9,871-cr. grant to 17 States 
The Finance Ministry had released the fourth monthly 
instalment of post-devolution revenue deficit (PDRD) 
grant of ₹9,871 crore to 17 States. With the release of 
this instalment, a total amount of ₹39,484 crore has been 
released to eligible States in the current financial year.   
 

Union Bank of India to raise up to ₹1,150 cr by 
issuing Basel compliant bonds 
Union Bank of India has accepted bids to raise up to 
₹1,150 crore by issuing Basel III-compliant bonds. 
 

DBS unit net profit, NPAs surge post LVB merger 
DBS Bank India, the wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Singapore’s DBS Bank, witnessed a surge in FY21 net 
profit to ₹312 crore following its merger with the erstwhile 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) but reported a huge spike in 
dud loans as a result of the amalgamation.   
 

Federal Bank gets RBI nod to re-appoint Shyam 
Srinivasan as MD for 3 yrs 
Private sector Federal Bank has received approval from 
the RBI to re-appoint Shyam Srinivasan as its MD and 
CEO for three years. His reappointment will come into 
effect from September 23, 2021, to September 22, 2024.   
 

Max Bupa Health Insurance and Axis Bank enter into 
a Bancassurance partnership 
Max Bupa Health Insurance, a standalone health insurer, 
has entered into a bancassurance partnership with Axis 
Bank, the country’s third-largest private sector bank.  
 

STPI signs pact with BoB, Yes Bank, Freshworks 
The Software Technology Parks of India (STPI), a part of 
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY), has entered into a Memorandum of 
Understandings (MoUs) with Bank of Baroda, Yes Bank, 
Mathworks, Yourstory, Freshworks and Pontaq to build a 
robust startup ecosystem in India. 
 

RBI Issued 10-year G-Sec at Higher Cut-off Yield of 
6.10 percent 
The Reserve Bank of India(RBI), issued the new 10-
yearGovernment Security (G-Sec)(that would mature in 
2031), at a cut-off yield of 6.10 percent per annum, 
higher than the earlier cut-off yield of 5.85 percent. 
 

Centre scraps LIC chairman post, to have managing 
director and CEO 
Life Insurance Corporation Of India (LIC) will now have 
the post of chief executive officer (CEO) and managing 
director instead of the chairman’s post as the 
government made changes to relevant rules ahead of 
the insurer’s initial public offering this fiscal. 
 

IDBI Bank sale: Deadline for transaction, legal 
advisors’ bids extended till July 22 
The Union Government has extended the deadline for 
transaction and legal advisors to bid for managing  
the IDBI Bank strategic sale by nine days till July 22. 
Central Government and LIC together own more than  
94 per cent equity of IDBI Bank.   
 

India's Retail Inflation Stood At 6.26% In June 2021 
India's retail inflation reduced slightly to 6.26 per cent in 
the month of June 2021, compared to the month-ago 
period, when it was at 6.30 per cent in May 2021. 
However it was still over and above the Reserve Bank of 
India's (RBI) threshold of 6 per cent  
 

Reserve Bank introduces RBI Retail Direct facility to 
facilitate investment in Government Securities by 
individual investors 
Reserve Bank of India introduced the RBI Retail Direct 
facility. This facility is a one-stop solution to facilitate 
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investment in Government Securities, G-Sec by 
individual investors. Under this facility, retail investors 
will have the facility to open and maintain the Retail 
Direct Gilt, RDG Account with RBI.   
 

International Financial Services Centres Authority issues 
framework for Setting up and operating ITFS Platform 
International Financial Services Centres Authority has issued 
a framework for Setting up and operating International Trade 
Finance Services Platform (ITFS). ITFS will provide Trade 
Finance Services at International Financial Services Centres.   
 

Flipkart valued at $37.6 bn after $3.6-bn funding 
Flipkart Group said it had raised $3.6 billion to fund its 
digital commerce activities in India. The new investment 
values Flipkart Group at $37.6 billion.   
 

RBI updates court on plans for PMC Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) informed the Delhi High 
Court that it had given in-principle approval to Centrum 
Financial Services for setting up a small finance bank to take 
over the Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC) Bank.   
 

FM-led panel to decide on LIC stake sale 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 
approved an initial public offering (IPO) of India’s largest 
insurer LIC, the modalities of which, such as issue size, 
pricing and timing would be decided by a panel headed 
by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.   
 

MobiKwik files draft papers for ₹1,900 crore IPO 
Digital payments start-up One MobiKwik Systems filed 
preliminary papers with markets regulator SEBI to raise 
₹1,900 crore through an initial share sale.  
 

Ola Electric raises $100 million long term debt 
Ola Electric and Bank of Baroda signed the largest long-
term debt financing agreement in the Indian EV industry. 
Ola said it would use this 10-year debt of $100 million to 
complete Phase 1 of its Futurefactory coming up at 
Krishnagiri in Tamil Nadu at an investment of ₹2,400 crore. 
 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman & her Bhutanese 
counterpart jointly launch BHIM–UPI in Bhutan 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman & her Bhutanese 
counterpart Lyonpo Namgay Tshering, jointly launched 
BHIM–UPI in Bhutan. With this launch, Bhutan has become 
the first country to adopt Unified Payment Interface (UPI) 
standards for its QR deployment and the only country to both 
issue and accept RuPay cards as well as accept BHIM UPI. 
 

India’s trade with China soared 62% in H1 
India’s trade with China in the first half of 2021 rose by a 
record 62.7%, the highest increase among China’s major 
trade partners with total two-way trade surpassing the 
pre-pandemic levels. Two-way trade after six months 
was $57.48 billion, the highest on record for the first half. 
 

S&P keeps India rating at lowest investment grade 
S&P Global Ratings kept India’s sovereign rating 
unchanged at the lowest investment grade of ‘BBB-’ for 
the 14th year in a row. S&P projected a 9.5% GDP 
growth in the current fiscal year that began in April and a 
7.8% expansion in the following year.    
 

India sets up Bad Bank to tackle NPA, free up lenders 
Public sector lenders led by Canara Bank have officially 
formed the National Asset Reconstruction Company 
Limited (NARCL), or the Bad Bank. NARCL has  
been registered in Mumbai with a paid-up capital of 
₹74.6 crore). The bad bank will be headed by 
Padmakumar Madhavan Nair. 
 

RBI imposes restrictions on Mastercard from adding 
new customers from July 22 
The Reserve Bank has imposed restrictions on 
Mastercard Asia/Pacific Private Limited for adding new 

domestic customers from 22nd July 2021. It said that 
MasterCard will not be allowed to add customers, be it 
for debit, credit or pre-paid cards onto its network as the 
entity has failed to comply with the directions on Storage 
of Payment System Data. 
 

WPI inflation remains ‘high’ 
Provisional figures of Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
revealed that the annual rate of inflation is 12.07% for 
the month of June,2021 (over June,2020) as compared 
to- 1.81% in June 2020.   
 

US Senate passes legislation to ban import of 
products from China’s Xinjiang region 
The US Senate passed a legislation to ban the import of 
products from China’s Xinjiang region. Passed by 
unanimous consent, the Uyghur Forced Labour Prevention 
Act would shift the burden of proof to importers.   
 

June exports rise 32%, imports surge 74% 
India's overall exports (Merchandise and Services 
combined) in June 2021 are estimated to be USD 49.85 
Billion, exhibiting a positive growth of 31.87% over the 
same period last year. Overall imports in June 2021 are 
estimated to be USD 52.18 Billion, exhibiting a positive 
growth of 73.65% over the same period last year. 
 

States get ₹75,000 crore of GST dues 
The Finance Ministry released ₹75,000 crore of GST 
compensation dues to States and Union Territories and 
said this would help them plan their public expenditure 
for improving health infrastructure and other capital 
spending projects.   
 

Google Cloud announces second ‘Cloud Region’ in 
India 
Google Cloud launched its new cloud region in Delhi-
NCR (National Capital Region) to serve its customers in 
India and Asia-Pacific. This new Google Cloud region is 
the second such in India after Mumbai and the 10th in 
Asia-Pacific.    
 

ED says, consortium of lenders led by SBI realized 
another ₹792.11 cr by sale of shares belonging to 
Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi 
The Enforcement Directorate, ED said that a consortium 
of lenders led by State Bank of India has realized 
another 792.11 crore rupees by sale of shares belonging 
to Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi. The ED 
said, with this the total recovery from sale of assets of 
Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi now stands 
at 13,109.17 crore rupees.   
 

Paytm parent files with SEBI for ₹16,600-cr. IPO 
One97 Communications, the parent company of digital 
payment services provider Paytm, has filed a draft red 
herring prospectus (DRHP) with markets regulator SEBI 
for an initial public offering of ₹16,600 crore.   
 

RIL arm to buy ₹3,497-cr. stake in Just Dial 
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd., an arm of Reliance 
Industries Ltd., is set to acquire a 41% stake in search 
and database firm Just Dial Ltd. for ₹3,497 crore.   
 

FedEx Express to invest USD 100 million in Delhivery 
FedEx Express, a subsidiary of leading global express 
transportation company FedEx Corp, will invest USD 100 
million in e-commerce logistics platform Delhivery. 
 

FDI limit in NPS fund managers hiked to 74% 
The Union government notified a hike in the foreign direct 
investment (FDI) limit in pension fund management to 74% 
from 49% under the national pension system (NPS), 
opening doors for experienced foreign partners in this space 
and facilitating more competition in the fledgling segment.  
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India’s big EV push: Maharashtra launches new EV 
Policy 2021 
The Maharashtra state government has launched the new 
Electric Vehicle Policy-2021. The new EV policy introduced 
policy with an aim to make Maharashtra the “topmost 
producer of battery-powered electric vehicles in India.” 
 

CESL, WRI India sign pact to build strategy for 
renewable energy sector 
Convergence Energy Services Ltd (CESL) and the World 
Resources Institute India have entered into a pact to 
work on strategizing for India's transition towards a net-
zero emission trajectory. 
 

Xiaomi overtakes Apple as world's No 2 smartphone 
maker: Canalys report 
Xiaomi Corp. has become the world’s second biggest 
smartphone maker over the past quarter following an  
83 per cent jump in shipments, according to preliminary 
estimates by Canalys. 
 

Paytm Payments Bank may soon apply for 
conversion to Small Finance Bank 
Paytm Payments Bank, an associate entity of IPO-bound 
Paytm, may consider applying for conversion into a 
Small Finance Bank (SFB) on completion of the required 
time period under law.   
 

Authum Investment to buy Reliance Commercial Fin 
in ₹1,629-cr deal 
Authum Investment and Infrastructure is set to acquire 
Anil Ambani-led Reliance Commercial Finance (RCFL) 
on completion of the resolution process under the 
Reserve Bank of India (Prudential Framework for 
Resolution of Stressed Assets) Directions, 2019.   
 

Govt. mops up ₹2.41 lakh cr. in direct taxes 
The Union government has collected more than ₹1.01 lakh 
crore in excise duty in the April-June period, while direct tax 
collection stood at more than ₹2.41 lakh crore, the Finance 
Ministry said. ₹41,831 crore was collected from Customs 
duty and ₹1,01,564 crore from excise duty. 
 

Indian Bank Q1 net profit jumps to ₹1,182 crore 
Indian Bank's net profit rose by 220 per cent to ₹1,182 
crore in the first quarter ended June 2021 (Q1FY22) on 
higher non-interest income. It had posed net profit of 
₹369 crore during the same quarter last year (Q1FY21).   
 

Light Microfinance said it has secured US$ 10 
million in its Series-A funding 
Light Microfinance said it has secured $10 million in 
Series-A funding from European investors Incofin 
(Belgian), Nordic Microfinance Initiative (Norwegian) and 
Triple Jump (Dutch). The investment will boost company’s 
expansion plans in Haryana, Rajasthan and MP. 
 

Tea exports in FY21 fall to 203.8 mn kg 
Tea exports dipped to 203.8 million kg during the 2020-21 
fiscal compared to 241.31 million kg in the corresponding 
period a year ago, official data showed. The value of 
exports fell marginally to ₹5,311.53 crore in 2020-21 as 
against ₹5,457.10 crore in the year-ago period. 
 

ADB trims FY22 growth forecast to 10% 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has trimmed its 
forecast for India’s growth this year to 10%, from 11% 
projected in April, citing the curbs imposed across States 
during the second wave.   
 

FinMin seeks nod for ₹1.87-lakh cr. Expenditure 
Finance Ministry has tabled the Supplementary Demand 
for Grants in Parliament to seek approval for additional 
gross expenditure of ₹1.87 lakh crore.   
 

India exported 10.78 million tonnes of finished steel 
in 2020-21 
India’s finished steel exports increased to 10.78 million 
tonnes in 2020-21 as against 8.3 million tonnes in 2019-20.   
 

Wipro to invest $1 billion over three years in cloud 
Wipro announced the launch of Wipro FullStride Cloud 
Services and said that it will invest $1 billion in cloud 
technologies, capabilities, acquisitions and partnerships 
over the next three years. 
 

IBBI amends insolvency rules to help improve 
transparency 
In order to bring more discipline, transparency, and 
accountability into the corporate insolvency process, 
resolution professionals (RPs) will be required to inform 
the adjudicating authority about avoidance transactions of 
a corporate debtor, according to the amended Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) Regulations, 2016.  
 

Byju’s buys U.S.-based Epic for $500 million 
Online learning platform Byju’s has acquired Palo Alto-
based Epic, a digital reading platform for kids aged 12 
and under, for $500 million. The purchase will help the 
Bengaluru-based online education provider accelerate its 
overseas expansion plan.  
 

Bharti, Intel to collaborate for 5G in India 
Bharti Airtel announced a collaboration with Intel for 5G 
network development by leveraging virtualised radio 
access network (vRAN) and open radio access network 
(O-RAN) technologies.   
 

RBI plans digital currency pilots soon 
The Reserve Bank of India is likely to soon kick off pilot 
projects to assess the viability of using digital currency to 
make wholesale and retail payments to help calibrate its 
strategy for introducing a full-scale central bank digital 
currency (CBDC).   
 

Cabinet lifting FDI limit will aid BPCL sale 
The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to allow 100 per 
cent foreign direct investment (FDI) in public sector 
refiners, expanding the scope for FDI in the privatisation of 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL). The approval 
by the Cabinet will enable the sale of the government’s  
52.98 per cent stake in BPCL to a foreign buyer.  
 

PLI plan for speciality steel gets nod 
The Union Cabinet approved the production-linked 
incentive (PLI) scheme for manufacturing speciality steel 
in India with a budgetary outlay of ₹6,322 crore over a 
period of five years.   
 

India’s Forex reserves touch all-time high 612.73 
billion dollars 
India’s foreign exchange reserves rose by 835 million 
dollars to touch a fresh lifetime high of 612.73 billion 
dollars in the week ended 16th July.   
 

RBI eases loan restrictions for bank directors 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said banks without their 
boards' approval can sanction personal loans up to ₹5 crore 
to directors of other banks. The earlier limit was ₹25 lakh.   
 

Magma is now Poonawalla Fincorp 
Non-banking financial company (NBFC) Magma Fincorp 
Ltd. has been renamed Poonawalla Fincorp Ltd. 
following the acquisition of controlling stake by the Adar 
Poonawalla-led Rising Sun Holdings in May.    
 

ICICI Bank Q1 net profit zooms 78% to ₹4,616 crore 
Private sector lender ICICI Bank reported a 78 per cent 
jump in its standalone net profit at ₹4,616 crore in the 
first quarter ended June 30, 2021, led by robust net 
interest income and lower provisions.   
 

IndusInd Bank to raise ₹30,000 cr 
Private sector lender IndusInd Bank plans to raise up to 
₹30,000 crore through debt and equity to support business 
growth and also meet regulatory norms for capital.   
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AU Small Finance Bank may convert to a universal bank 
Jaipur-headquartered AU Small Finance Bank may 
transition to a universal bank, going by its Chairman Raj 
Vikash Verma’s letter to shareholders.   
 

Visa complies with RBI’s data localisation norms 
Visa has become one of the first global financial services 
companies to have complied with the Reserve Bank of 
India’s data localisation norms.   
 

Myanmar economy to shrink by 18 percent in 2020-
21: World Bank 
Amid the ongoing political unrest, the economy of 
Myanmar is predicted to shrink by 18 percent in the fiscal 
year between October 2020 to September 2021.   
 

Byju’s buys Great Learning for $600 mn 
Edtech major Byju’s has acquired Singapore-based Great 
Learning for $600 million (about ₹4,466 crore), and will 
invest an additional $400 million to strengthen its position 
in the professional and higher education segment.   
 

Equitas parent, SFB subsidiary to merge 
The board of Equitas Holdings Ltd. (EHL) approved the 
scheme of amalgamation with subsidiary Equitas Small 
Finance Bank Ltd. (ESFBL).    
 

Govt’s net tax collection rises 86% to ₹5.57 lakh cr 
in Q1 
The Union government’s total tax collection in the April-June 
quarter grew about 86 per cent to more than ₹5.57 lakh crore. 
Out of the total amount, collection of net direct tax stood at 
₹2.46 lakh crore and of indirect tax was at ₹3.11 lakh crore.   
 

Axis Bank Q1 net jumps 94% to ₹2,160 crore 
Axis Bank saw its net profit almost double to ₹2,160.15 
crore in the June quarter on the back of healthy loan-
book growth and a fall in bad loan provisions.   
 

NPAs fell to ₹8.34 lakh cr. at March-end 
Non-performing assets (NPAs) or bad loans of banks 
have declined by ₹61,180 crore to ₹8.34 lakh crore at 
the end of March 31, 2021, as result of various steps 
taken by the government, Minister of State for Finance 
Bhagwat K. Karad said. 
 

IMF Downgrades India's Growth Projection To 9.5% 
From 12.5% For 2021-22 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) lowered India's growth 
projection from 12.5 per cent to 9.5 per cent for fiscal 2021-22 
- down by three percentage points, following the severe 
second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in the country.   
 

IndusInd Bank's net profit doubles to ₹1,016 cr in 
June quarter 
IndusInd Bank reported doubling of its net profit to 
₹1,016 crore in the June 2021 quarter, on a dip in 
provisioning and a surge in other income.   
 

Canara Bank Q1 net profit triples to ₹1,177 cr. 
Canara Bank reported nearly three-fold jump in 
standalone net profit at ₹1,177.47 crore for the quarter 
ended June 30, helped by reduction in bad loans.   
 

ESAF Small Finance Bank files ₹998-cr IPO papers 
with Sebi 
ESAF Small Finance Bank has filed preliminary papers 
with capital markets regulator Sebi to raise ₹998 crore 
through an initial public offer (IPO).   
 

Customers To Get ₹5 Lakh Insurance On Bank 
Deposits Within 90 Days Of Moratorium 
The Union Cabinet cleared amendments in the Deposit 
Insurance Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) Act 
1961, under which account holders of the affected bank 
will get up to ₹5 lakh within 90 days of its collapse. 
 

Cabinet clears amendments to LLP Act 
The Union cleared the amendments to the Limited 
Liability Partnership (LLP) Act, in order to decriminalise 
several provisions under the Act and also foster the ease 
of doing business in India.   
 

Sundaram Home Fin plans to raise ₹2,500 cr. 
Sundaram Home Finance Ltd. plans to raise ₹2,500 crore via 
debt and from banks this year for funding its growth plans.   
 

RBI approves UT of Ladakh govt to acquire 8.23% 
stake in Jammu & Kashmir Bank  
Jammu & Kashmir Bank announced that RBI has 
approved the Government of UT of Ladakh to acquire 
8.23% of the paid-up equity capital of the Bank.   
 

SWIFT Go Launches Low-Cost Network With 7 Major 
Banks 
Seven major global banks are live on SWIFT Go, a new 
service by the global interbank messaging system aiming to 
offer low-cost, cross-border payments, in a possible threat 
to the real-time payments network offered by Ripple. BBVA, 
BNY Mellon, DNB, MYBank, Sberbank, Societe Generale 
and UniCredit are the seven banks using SWIFT Go. 
 

Tata Sons arm to buy 43.3% stake in Tejas Network 
for ₹1,850 cr 
Tata Sons subsidiary Panatone Finvest Ltd has proposed 
to buy a 43.3 per cent stake in Tejas Networks, a global 
optical, broadband and data networking products 
company, for around ₹1,850 crore.   
 

UBI net profit soars by 255% at ₹1,181 cr 
Union Bank of India (UBI) soared 255 per cent year-on-
year (y-o-y) in the first quarter standalone net profit at 
₹1,181 crore on the back of robust growth in other income.   
 

Core sectors grew 8.9% in June 
The output of eight core sectors grew 8.9 per cent in 
June, mainly due to a low base effect and uptick in 
production of natural gas, steel, coal and electricity, 
official data showed.   
 

Deficit reached 18.2% of year’s target in June 
The central government’s fiscal deficit stood at  
₹2.74 lakh crore or 18.2% of the full year’s Budget 
Estimate (BE) at the end of June, according to data 
released by the Controller General of Accounts (CGA).   
 

Euro zone inflation rises above European Central 
Bank’s target 
Euro zone inflation rose faster than expected this month, 
moving decisively past the European Central Bank’s 2 
percent target with much of this year’s surge still to come.   
 

 
 
 

Invest India wins most innovative Investment 
Promotion Agency 2021 award 
Union Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and 
Minister of Information & Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar 
congratulated Invest India has been awarded world’s most 
innovative Promotion Agency 2021 by OCO Global. Invest 
India is the national Investment Promotion & Facilitation 
Agency of India.   
 

Mohun Bagan Ratna for Shibaji 
Former India goalkeeper Shibaji Banerjee, who stood out 
against Pele-led Cosmos Club in an exhibition match 
here in 1977, will be conferred with Mohun Bagan Ratna 
posthumously. 
 

Fijian striker Roy Krishna as the Best Footballer of 2020-
21, having guided ATK Mohun Bagan to the runner-up 
finish in the Indian Super League.  
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

(National and International) 

Bengal skipper Abhimanyu Easwaran was chosen as the 
Best Cricketer, while Bidisha Kundu, who won the 100m 
hurdles and high jump events at the National 
Championship, was named as the Best Athlete. 
 

Cannes Awards 2021 
Palme d’or Prize: Julia Ducournau for Titane Best 
Director Prize: Leos Carax for “Annette". 
Best Actor prize: Caleb Landry Jones for “Nitram". 
Best Actress prize: Renate Reinsve for “The Worst 
Persona in the World". 
 

Indian-origin Diagnostics company GeneStore 
awarded as best investment in France 
GeneStore, a biotechnology company focused on 
infectious disease eradication, was recently awarded the 
‘Best Investment in France’ laurel by the Business 
France Department of the French Embassy in India at 
the Indo-France Awards held in New Delhi.   
 

Maharashtra Bhushan Selection Committee 
unanimously selects Asha Bhosle for prestigious award 
The Maharashtra Bhushan Selection Committee chaired by 
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray unanimously selected 
legendary playback singer Asha Bhosle for the prestigious 
Maharashtra Bhushan Puraskar award for the year 2021. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donald Rumsfeld 
Donald Rumsfeld, former U.S. Defense Secretary and 
one of the architects of the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan 
and Iraq in 2003, has died at the age of 88. 
 

Tirath Singh Rawat  
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Tirath Singh Rawat tendered 
his resignation to Governor Baby Rani Maurya, ending 
his tenure just four months after he took oath. 
 

Pushkar Dhami 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Pushkar Singh 
Dhami has took oath as the eleventh chief minister of 
Uttarakhand, a day after he was elected as the leader of 
the BJP's legislature party in the hill state. 
 

Stan Swamy 
Jailed Indian tribal rights activist Stan Swamy has died of 
a cardiac arrest in Mumbai city. He was 84. During a 
career spanning more than 20 years, he fought for the 
rights of indigenous tribes or Adivasis in Jharkhand. 
 

Keshav Datt 
Two-time Olympics gold medallist Keshav Chandra Datt, 
the last surviving member of the Indian hockey team in the 
historic 1948 London Games, passed away. He was 95.  
 

Dilip Kumar  
Legendary actor Dilip Kumar passed away after a 
prolonged illness in Mumbai. He was 98.In a career 
spanning over six decades, Dilip Kumar gave multiple 
hits such as ‘Mughal-e-Azam’, ‘Naya Daur’, ‘Baabul’, 
‘Deedar’, ‘Madhumati’, ‘Devdas’, ‘Ganga Jamuna’, ‘Ram 
Aur Shyam’, ‘Karma’ and others. 
 

Jacob Zuma  
South Africa’s former President Jacob Zuma has handed 
himself in to police to begin serving a 15-month jail 
sentence for contempt of court. 
 

Virbhadra Singh 
Former Himachal Pradesh chief minister and veteran 
Congress leader Virbhadra Singh passed away after a 
prolonged illness in Shimla. He was 87.    
 

Zaila Avant-garde 
Zaila Avant-garde, an African-American, from New 
Orleans in Louisiana, has won the 2021 Scripps National 

Spelling Bee. She is the first African-American 
contestant to win the prestigious competition in   
 

Sirisha Bandla 
Aeronautical engineer Sirisha Bandla became the third 
Indian-origin woman to fly into space when she joined 
British billionaire Richard Branson on Virgin Galactic's 
first fully crewed suborbital test flight from New Mexico 
She became the third Indian-origin woman to fly into 
space after Kalpana Chawla and Sunita Williams.   
 

Yashpal Sharma 
Former Indian middle-order batsman Yashpal Sharma, 
who was also a member of the Kapil Dev-led World Cup-
winning team, passed away after suffering a cardiac 
arrest. He was 66 years old.   
 

Sher Bahadur Deuba 
Sher Bahadur Deuba, leader of the Nepali Congress, is 
the new Prime Minister of Nepal. The 75-year old centrist 
politician was sworn to office by President Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari. Previously, Mr. Deuba served as Nepal's 
Prime Minister four times.  
 

Gira Sarabhai 
Gira Sarabhai, co-founder of the renowned National 
Institute of Design (NID) in Ahmedabad and a pioneer of 
design education in India, passed away. She played a 
crucial role in setting up several other institutions and 
contributed immensely in the field of art and architecture. 
 

Danish Siddiqui  
Indian photojournalist Danish Siddiqui, whose searing 
images of wars, riots and human suffering won global 
accolades including the Pulitzer Prize in 2018, was killed 
in Afghanistan’s Kandahar province while covering the 
region’s escalating conflict for Reuters. He was 38. 
 

Surekha Sikri 
Three-time National Award winning actress, Surekha 
Sikri has passed away following a cardiac arrest at the 
age of 75.   
 

Jeff Bezos 
Billionaire Jeff Bezos blasted into space, in the first 
crewed flight of his rocket ship, New Shepard. He was 
accompanied by Mark Bezos, his brother, Wally Funk, 
an 82-year-old pioneer of the space race, and an 18-
year-old student. 
 

Ariel Henry 
In Haiti, Ariel Henry has been sworn in as the new prime 
minister, around two weeks after the country’s President 
Jovenel Moïse was assassinated.  
 

Satish Kalsekar 
Renowned Marathi poet Satish Kalsekar passed 
away.Kalsekar was awarded with Sahitya Akademi Award in 
2014 for his collection of essays ‘Vachanaryachi Rojanishee’. 
Bhageerathi Amma 
Bhageerathi Amma, the oldest woman in India to take 
the equivalency exams, has passed away due to age-
related ailments. She was 107-years-old. Amma, who 
hailed from the Kollam district of Kerala, decided to 
continue her education at the age of 105. 
 

Fakir Alamgir 
Folk music legend and freedom fighter Fakir Alamgir 
passed away in Dhaka. Singer, musician and songwriter, 
Fakir Alamgir was a leading exponent of Gono Sangeet 
or songs of the masses.   
 

Najib Mikati 
Lebanese lawmakers tasked ex-premier and billionaire 
Najib Mikati with forming a government and ending one 
year of political deadlock that has crippled the economy.   
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Vijay Mallya 
Fugitive Indian businessman Vijay Mallya has been declared 
bankrupt by a British court allowing Indian banks to pursue 
his assets worldwide. Mallya owes more than 9,000 crore 
rupees to a consortium of banks in principal and interest.   
 

Basavaraj Bommai 
Lingayat leader Basavaraj Bommai will take oath as the 
23rd Chief Minister of Karnataka. Bommai is the son of 
former state chief minister and ex-Union minister, the 
late SR Bommai. He was the home minister of 
Karnataka during Yediyurappa’s tenure. 
 

Mike Hendrick  
Former England seamer Mike Hendrick has died at the 
age of 72. A fast-medium bowler who also played for 
Nottinghamshire, Hendrick took 87 wickets for England in 
30 Tests between 1974 and 1981 at an average of 25.83. 
 

Rakesh Asthana 
Former Central Bureau of Investigation Special Director 
and Director General of Border Security Force (BSF) 
Rakesh Asthana has been appointed as the Delhi Police 
Commissioner 
 

Jayanthi  
Veteran actress Abhinaya Sharade Jayanthi, was known 
for her work in Tamil, Telugu and Kannada movies, died. 
In her career spanning five decades, Jayanthi worked in 
over 500 films. 
 

Pedro Castillo  
Leftist Pedro Castillo was sworn in as Peru’s fifth 
president. The rural teacher who has never held political 
office before was sworn in less than two weeks after he 
was declared the winner of the June 6 runoff election. He 
is Peru’s first president of peasant origin. 
 

Nandkumar Mahadev Natekar 
Legendary badminton player Nandkumar Mahadev 
Natekar popularly known as Nandu Natekar passed 
away. Natekar won over 100 national and international 
titles including six times national singles title.  
 

 
 
 

Abhimanyu is youngest ever GM 
Abhimanyu Mishra, U.S. player of Indian origin, has 
become the youngest GM in history, at 12 years, four 
months and 25 days. He surpassed the long-standing 
record held by Sergey Karjakin. 
 

Jhajharia books Tokyo berth with world record 
Paralympian, javelin thrower Devendra Jhajharia, 
rewrote his own world record once again as he punched 
his ticket for the Tokyo Paralympics during a national 
selection trial. 
 

WAKO India Kickboxing Federation gets Government 
recognition as National Sports Federation 
The Ministry of Youth affairs & Sports has decided to 
grant recognition to WAKO India Kickboxing Federation 
as National Sports Federation (NSF) for promotion and 
development of the Kickboxing sport in India. 
 

Mariyappan Thangavelu named India's flag-bearer 
for Tokyo Paralympics 
Top para high-jumper Mariyappan Thangavelu was 
named the flag-bearer of the Indian contingent in the 
Tokyo Paralympics, which begins on August 24. 
 

Goldmoney Asian Rapid online chess: Aronian 
blanks Artemiev, wins title 
Levon Aronian cruised to a 2-0 shutout of Vladimir 
Artemiev in the second set to win the Goldmoney Asian 
Rapid online chess. 
 

Cricket:South Africa clinches series 
South Africa beat West Indies to claim a series-clinching 
25-run victory in the final T20I of their five-match contest 
to clinch the series 3-2. 
 

Mithali back on top in ODI rankings 
India women's captain Mithali Raj's excellent show in the 
three-match series against England has helped her grab the 
No.1 position in the ICC Women's ODI Player Rankings for 
the eighth time in her stellar 22-year international career.   
 

Mary Kom, Manpreet Singh to be India’s flag-bearers 
at Tokyo Olympics 
MC Mary Kom and Manpreet Singh, the men’s hockey 
team skipper, will be India’s flag-bearers at the opening 
ceremony of the Tokyo Olympics, announced Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) . Bajrang Punia, will be the 
flag-bearer at the closing ceremony on August 8. 
 

Nihal Sarin wins Serbia Open, claims second 
consecutive title 
Young Indian Grandmaster Nihal Sarin has  emerged 
champion in the Masters’ section of the Serbia Open 
Chess Championship in Belgrade. This is the second 
consecutive tournament victory for sixteen-year old Sarin 
after he claimed the title in Silver Lake Open. 
 

ICC releases Manu Sawhney as CEO 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has discontinued 
the services of Manu Sawhney as the Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) with immediate effect.  
 

Argentina beats Brazil 1-0 to win Copa America 
tournament 
Argentina beats Brazil 1-0 to win Copa America tournament. 
Argentina ended its 28-year drought for a major 
international trophy as it defeated Brazil 1-0 in the final of 
Copa America at Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro.  
 

Ashleigh Barty becomes first Australian to win 
Wimbledon women's singles title in 41 years 
Australia's Ashleigh Barty scripted history by defeating 
Karolina Pliskova in the women's singles final of the 
Wimbledon Championship 2021.  
 

Wimbledon 2021: Novak Djokovic Wins 20th Grand 
Slam With Sixth Wimbledon Triumph 
Novak Djokovic won a record-equalling 20th Grand Slam 
title and sixth Wimbledon with a four-set victory over 
battling Matteo Berrettini of Italy. 
 

Italy wins Euro 2020, beats England in penalty shootout 
Italy won the European Championship for the second 
time by beating England 3-2 on penalties. The match 
finished 1-1 after extra time at Wembley Stadium. 
 

Anand finishes runner-up in Grand Chess Tour 
Viswanathan Anand finished runner-up at the Croatia 
Grand Chess Tour at Zagreb. He scored 21 points -- 
from the rapid and blitz sections combined -- two behind 
the champion Maxime Vachier-Lagrave of France. 
 

Ecclestone, Conway are June winners 
England spinner Sophie Ecclestone edged out India’s 
Shafali Verma and Sneh Rana to become the ICC Player-
of-the-Month for June, while New Zealand opener Devon 
Conway bagged the honour in the men's category. 
 

Chris Gayle Becomes First Cricketer To Score 14,000 
T20 Runs 
Chris Gayle has added yet another feather to his already 
illustrious career as he become the first-ever batsman to 
breach the mark of 14,000 runs in T20s.   
 

India to host 2026 BWF World Championship 
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) has allotted the 
BWF World Championship to India for 2026. This will be 
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the second time that India will host the premium 
tournament, after the 2009 edition in Hyderabad. 
 

Deepak Kabra is first Indian gymnastics judge 
Deepak Kabra has become the first Indian to be selected 
for judging the gymnastics competition at the Olympic 
Games. Kabra will be seen officiating the men’s artistic 
gymnasts at the Tokyo Games.  
 

Swiss Tennis maestro Roger Federer withdraws 
from Tokyo Olympics due to knee injury 
Swiss Tennis maestro Roger Federer has withdrawn 
from the Tokyo Olympics because of knee injury during 
the grass-court season.   
 

Union Sports Minister virtually launches official 
cheer song for Tokyo-bound Indian contingent 
Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur 
launched the official cheer song for the Tokyo-bound Indian 
contingent in a virtual event. The song, titled ‘Hindustani 
Way’, is performed by young pop singer Ananya Birla and 
composed by veteran Indian music composer AR Rahman. 
 

Vince’s century helps England sweep series 
James Vince hit a maiden One-Day International century and 
Lewis Gregory made 77 as England defeated Pakistan by 
three wickets at Edgbaston to complete a 3-0 series sweep.   
 

Women’s Cricket: England beat India by 8 wickets in 
3rd T20 to clinch series 2-1 
In Women’s Cricket, England beat India by 8 wickets in 
the third and final T-20 International of the series at 
Chelmsford to win the series 2-1. 
 

Lewis Hamilton wins British Grand Prix 
Lewis Hamilton took an extraordinary eighth British GP 
victory after overtaking long-time leader Charles Leclerc 
late on, as  Hamilton recovered from a time penalty for a 
huge first-lap crash with title rival Max Verstappen    
 

ICC welcomes Mongolia, Tajikistan and Switzerland 
as new members 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) inducted 
Mongolia, Tajikistan and Switzerland as members at its 
78th Annual General Meeting.   
 

India beat Sri Lanka by 3 wickets in 2nd ODI, take 2-0 
lead in 3-match series 
India beat Sri Lanka by three wickets in a nail-biting second 
One-Day International (ODI) to take a 2-0 lead in the three-
match series at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo.  
 

Australia’s Brisbane to host 2032 Summer Olympic 
Games 
The International Olympic Committee announced that 
Australian city of Brisbane will host the 2032 Summer 
Olympic Games. Brisbane will also host the Paralympic 
Games. 
 

Thakur replaces Rijiju as Sports Minister 
Anurag Thakur replaced Kiren Rijiju as the country’s sports 
minister with just over two weeks left for the Tokyo Olympics.   
 

England pulls off a tense win 
Leg-spinner Adil Rashid posted career-best figures to 
help England secure a tense three-wicket win over 
Pakistan in the third Twenty20 and clinch the series 2-1. 
 

Tannu and Priya become cadet World champions 
Young wrestlers Tannu and Priya became the latest 
world champions as India's spectacular run continued at 
the Cadet World Championship. 
 

Nivedita Karki clinches gold 
Uttarakhand’s Nivedita Karki stunned reigning youth World 
champion Gitika of Haryana 3-2 in the 48kg final to clinch 
the gold at the youth National boxing championships. 
 

Fernando, Rajapaksa guide Lanka to consolation win 
Avishka Fernando and Bhanuka Rajapaksa hit half-
centuries as Sri Lanka beat India by three wickets for a 
consolation win in the rain-hit third ODI. 
 

Pandemic-hit Tokyo Olympics kicks off with opening 
ceremony 
The COVID 19-hit 32nd Olympic Games formally began 
on Friday with a glittering opening ceremony. United by 
Emotion' was the theme of the night. 
 

Tokyo 2020: Mirabai Chanu wins Silver in weightlifting 
Mirabai Chanu won the silver medal and became the first 
Indian to win an Olympic medal at the 2020 Tokyo 
Games in the Women’s 49kg category.   
 

IOA ropes in Adani Group as sponsor for Tokyo 
Olympics 
The Indian Olympic Association has roped in Adani 
Group as a sponsor for the Indian contingent at the 
ongoing Tokyo Games.   
 

Indian junior wrestler Priya Malik wins gold medal in 
73-kg category Cadet World Championship 
Indian junior wrestler Priya Malik won a gold medal in the 
73-kg category Cadet World Championship held in 
Budapest, Hungary.  
 

Vantika Agarwal wins women's National online 
chess title  
Delhi’s Vantika Agarwal stunned a strong field to win the 
National women online chess title. 
 

Sri Lanka beat India by seven wickets in third and 
final T20 International to clinch series 2-1 
Sri Lanka beat India by seven wickets in the third and 
final T20 International to clinch the three match series  
2-1 in Colombo.   
 

Caeleb Dressel claims 100m freestyle crown in 
record time 
US star swimmer Caeleb Dressel blazed to his first 
individual Olympic gold medal in the men's 100m 
freestyle final, adding to his back-to-back world titles.  
 

Three Lankan players banned for a year 
Sri Lanka Cricket banned senior players Kusal Mendis, 
Niroshan Dickwella and Danushka Gunathilaka from 
international cricket for one year, and six months from 
domestic cricket, and also imposed a fine of 10 million 
Sri Lankan rupees on them for breaching COVID-19 
protocols on the tour of UK last month. 
 

 
 
 

India jumps 37 places to rank 10 in Global 
Cybersecurity Index 2020 
According to a United Nations report , India has jumped 
37 places to 10th position in the Global Cyber Security 
Index (GCI) 2020. The top rank in the GCI was achieved 
by the US with a score of 100. The UK and Saudi Arabia 
finished second, tied for next place with a score of 99.54. 
 

World Bank provides USD 300 mn to Bangladesh to 
boost rural economy 
The World Bank will provide USD 300 million to 
Bangladesh to help about 75,000 poor and extremely 
poor rural people across 20 districts come out of poverty 
and build resilience to the COVID 19 pandemic.   
 

Shri Prahlad Singh Patel chairs 6th meeting of 
BRICS Culture Ministers through video conference 
The Minister of State (I//C) for Culture and Tourism, Shri 
Prahlad Singh Patel hosted 6th BRICS Culture Ministers’ 
Meeting through video conference. Discussion was held 
for advancement and expansion of cultural activities 
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amongst BRICS countries under the theme Bonding and 
Harmonizing Cultural Synergy.  
 

Dhaval Kulkarni Authored a New Book Titled “Nathuram 
Godse: The True Story of Gandhi’s Assassin” 
Journalist Dhaval Kulkarnihas authored a book titled 
“Nathuram Godse: The True Story of Gandhi’s Assassin”, 
the biography of Nathuram Godse, the assassin of 
Mahatma Gandhi.  
 

INS Sarvekshak completes survey around MV X-
Press Pearl off Colombo 
Indian Navy’s Hydrographic Survey Ship Sarvekshak 
successfully completed survey action around the site of 
ill-fated MV X-Press Pearl  and handed over the survey 
data to the Sri Lankan authorities.   
 

Ethiopia resumes filling disputed dam 
Ethiopia has started the second phase of filling a mega-
dam’s reservoir on the upper Blue Nile, said Egypt and 
Sudan, raising tensions ahead of an upcoming UN 
Security Council meeting on the issue. 
 

BRICS countries resolve to enhance academic 
collaboration in higher education and Technical and 
Vocational Education & Training 
Education Ministers from the five BRICS countries 
virtually signed a joint declaration to further strengthen 
academic and research collaboration in higher education 
and Technical and Vocational Education and Training. 
 

INS Tabar exercises with Italian Navy off Naples, Italy 
INS Tabar as part of her ongoing deployment to the 
Mediterranean took part in a Partnership Exercise with 
ITS Antonio Marceglia a frontline frigate of the Italian 
Navy in Tyrrhenian Sea.   
 

Megaship heads out of Suez after Egypt deal 
Egyptian authorities announced the release of a hulking 
shipping vessel that had blocked the Suez Canal for 
nearly a week in March after running aground. 
 

Kareena Kapoor Introduces The Pregnancy Bible: "A 
Very Personal Account Of What I Experienced" 
Kareena Kapoor Khan has announced her new book 
titled Kareena Kapoor Khan’s Pregnancy Bible. The 
actor has also called it her ‘third child.  
 

Giant pandas are no longer classified as endangered 
but are still vulnerable: Chinese officials 
Giant pandas are no longer classified as endangered but are 
still vulnerable, Chinese officials say. The classification was 
downgraded as their number in the wild has reached 1,800. 
 

All BRICS countries agree to STI-led BRICS Innovation 
Cooperation Action Plan (2021-24) proposed by India 
All BRICS countries have agreed to the STI-led BRICS 
Innovation Cooperation Action Plan (2021-24) proposed by 
India during the 12th Meeting of BRICS Science and 
Technology Steering Committee. The Science and 
Technology Ministry said, India had proposed the plan to 
facilitate sharing of experiences of each other’s innovation 
ecosystem and networking of innovators and entrepreneurs. 
 

ICCR to set up a Bangabandhu Chair at Delhi University 
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) will set 
up a ‘Bangabandhu Chair’ at Delhi University. The Chair 
will focus on better understanding of developments in 
Bangladesh which is one of India’s most important 
neighbours as it is positioned at the strategic intersection 
of India’s Neighbourhood First and Act East policies.  
 

“The Light of Asia: The Poem That Defined The 
Buddha”, by Jairam Ramesh to be released in May 2022 
A new book titled “The Light of Asia” authored by Jairam 
Ramesh is a biography of an epic bio-poem on the Buddha.  
 

EU approves Military Training Mission in 
Mozambique to support armed forces there to 
protect civilian population 
The European Union has approved a Military Training 
Mission in Mozambique to support armed forces there to 
protect the civilian population. It aims to train and 
support the military in restoring security to northern Cabo 
Delgado, which has been plagued by extreme violence 
amid Jihadist attacks since 2017. 
 

Google hit with EUR 500 million fine by France’s 
Competition Authority 
Google has been hit with a 500 million euros fine by 
France’s Competition Authority for failing to negotiate in 
good faith with news organisations over the use of their 
content. 
 

European Union unveils sweeping climate change plan 
The European Union has announced a raft of climate 
change legislation aimed at pushing it towards its goal of 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050.   
 

Britain unveils plans to decarbonise its transport 
systems 
Britain unveiled plans to decarbonise its transport 
systems, phasing out the sale of all polluting road 
vehicles by 2040 and committing the aviation sector to a 
2050 net zero emissions target.   
 

India largest source of govt. info requests, says Twitter 
India is the single largest source of government information 
requests during the second half of 2020, accounting for 
25% of the global volume, as per the biannual Twitter 
Transparency Report. The second highest volume of 
information requests originated from the US, comprising  
22 per cent of global information requests.   
 

Singapore unveils one of world’s largest floating 
solar panel farms 
Singapore unveiled one of the world’s largest floating 
solar panel farms, which can produce enough electricity 
to power the island’s five water treatment plants.   
 

Parcel Special trains: Indian Railways delivers 468 
tonnes of cotton yarn to Bangladesh 
A parcel train containing 468 tonnes of cotton yarn 
arrived at Benapole in Bangladesh on 13 July. With 20 
parcel vans, the train covered a distance of 1700 
kilometres after being flagged from the Ambala 
Cantonment Station on 27 June.   
 

BRICS Labour & Employment Ministers’ Declaration 
adopted 
In the BRICS Labour & Employment Ministers’ Meeting 
under India’s Presidency, the BRICS Labour and 
Employment Ministers’ Declaration was adopted. The 
Ministerial Declaration recognizes that the COVID-19 
pandemic has negatively impacted the efforts made to 
address unemployment, decent work deficits and 
inequality. 
 

Africa 1st Continent to complete collection of Digital 
Land Use Data 
Under the Africa Open DEAL initiative, a complete collection 
of accurate, comprehensive digital land use data was 
collected across the African Continent, making Africa the 1st 
Continent in the World to have complete digital land use data.  
 

Annual 5-day Haj pilgrimage begins in Saudi Arabia 
The annual five-day Haj pilgrimage began on Sunday in 
Saudi Arabia on a drastically reduced scale due to 
Coronavirus pandemic globally. Saudi authorities have 
restricted annual pilgrimage to 60 thousands local 
residents between the age of 18 and 65.   
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Climate change has added over 1,000 lakes in Swiss 
Alps: study 
Climate change has dramatically altered the Swiss Alp 
landscape — at a quicker pace than expected — as 
melting glaciers have created more than 1,000 new 
lakes across the mountains, a study showed. 
 

China’s 600 kph maglev train makes public debut 
China has unveiled a high-speed maglev train with a 
designed top speed of 600 kms per hour. As per 
Chinese official media reports, it is stated to be the 
world’s fastest ground vehicle.   
 

Liverpool stripped of World Heritage status 
Liverpool in England has been stripped of its World 
Heritage status after a UN committee found 
developments threatened the value of the city’s 
waterfront. The decision was made following a secret 
ballot by the UNESCO Committee at a meeting in China. 
 

China: Torrential rains caused severe flooding in 
Henan province 
In China, torrential rains have caused severe flooding in 
the Henan province forcing people to evacuate their 
homes and leaving public transport, stations and roads 
submerged. The unusually heavy rains and massive 
flooding have overwhelmed the dams as well.  
 

India scores 90.32 % in UNESCAP’s latest Global 
Survey on Digital & Sustainable Trade Facilitation 
India has scored 90.32 per cent in United Nation’s 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia Pacific, 
UNESCAP’s latest Global Survey on Digital and 
Sustainable Trade Facilitation. The survey hails this as a 
remarkable jump from 78.49 per cent in 2019.   
 

World's first 3D printed steel bridge opens to public 
in Amsterdam 
The world’s first 3D-printed steel bridge was opened to 
the public in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
 

Bangladesh to develop alternative social media 
platform for Facebook, Whatsapp 
The Bangladesh government is working to develop a 
social media platform named ‘Jogajog’ as an alternative 
to Facebook. 
 

UN Adopts First Resolution on Vision, Aims to Help 
1 Billion 
The U.N. General Assembly approved its first-ever 
resolution on vision, calling on its 193 member nations to 
ensure access to eye care for everyone in their countries 
which would contribute to a global effort to help at least 
1.1 billion people with vision impairment who currently 
lack eye services by 2030. 
 

Mediterranean migrant death toll around 970 this 
year: UN 
The deaths of 57 migrants off the Libyan coast brings the 
number of lives lost on the central Mediterranean 
crossing route this year to around 970, the UN's 
International Organization for Migration said.   
 

INS Talwar reaches Mombasa to participate in 
Exercise Cutlass Express 2021 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) Talwar is participating in 
Exercise Cutlass Express 2021, which commenced on 
July 26 along the East Coast of Africa, to improve 
combined maritime law enforcement capacity and 
increase interoperability between the regional navies.   
 

Australia to return 14 artworks to India, announces 
National Gallery 
Australia will return 14 artworks to India, including at 
least six believed to have been stolen or illegally 

exported, the National Gallery announced. The collection 
is composed largely of religious and cultural artefacts 
worth a total of about 2.2 million US Dollars, including 
some dating back to the 12th century. 
 

First goods train on revived Chilahati-Haldibari route 
to leave India for Bangladesh on July 31 
The first goods train on the revived Chilahati-Haldibari 
route between Bangladesh and India is scheduled to 
leave the Alipurduar section of India for Bangladesh on 
Saturday, July 31. 
 

National Doctor’s Day 2021 
National Doctor’s Day is observed on the 1st of July 
every year to acknowledge the role of doctors in keeping 
the nation healthy and also to honour Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, the great physician and the second Chief 
Minister of West Bengal.   
 

International Day of Cooperatives: 3 July 
The United Nations celebrates the International Day of 
Cooperatives every year on the first Saturday of July to 
increase awareness of cooperatives. This July 3rd, the 
International Day of Cooperatives (#CoopsDay) will be 
celebrated as “Rebuild better together”. 
 

USA celebrates 245th Independence day 
The United States of America is celebrating its 245th 
Independence day on July 4. The celebration of Fourth 
of July honours the signing of the American Declaration 
of Independence by the founding fathers of the US on 4 
July, 1776   
 

National Fish Farmers Day: 10th July 
The National Fish Farmers Day is celebrated on 10th 
July every year to commemorate Professor Dr. Hiralal 
Chaudhury and his colleague Dr. Alikunhi for their 
contribution in achieving the successful induced 
breeding of major carps on 10th July,1957 at Angul in 
Odisha for the first time in the country. 
 

World Day for International Justice: 17th July 
World Day for International Justice is observed across the 
globe on 17 July every year to mark an emerging modern 
system of justice against international criminal acts. 
 

Nelson Mandela International Day celebrated on 18 July 
The 18th of July is celebrated as the Nelson Mandela 
International Day every year. The United Nations in a 
statement said that the day offers a moment for all to 
renew with the values that inspired Nelson Mandela.  
A deep commitment to justice, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 
 

Aaykar Diwas (Income Tax Day) celebrated by CBDT 
on July 24 
Aaykar Diwas or Income Tax Day is celebrated on July 
24 by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) and all 
field offices.   
 

World Nature Conservation Day is being celebrated 
on July 28 
The World Nature Conservation Day is celebrated on 28 
July annually across the world. The theme for this year's 
World Nature Conservation Day 2021 is "Forests and 
Livelihoods: Sustaining People and Planet" 
 

International Tiger Day being observed on July 29 
The International Tiger Day is being celebrated every 
year on July 29. The day aims to promote a global 
system for protecting the natural habitats of tigers and to 
raise public awareness and support for tiger 
conservation issues. India is home to over 70 per cent of 
the tiger population globally. 

 


