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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (JUNE 2021) 
 
 
 
 

As births decline, China to allow couples to have 
third child 
China will for the first time allow couples to have a third 
child, the country’s government said, in a further 
relaxation of family planning rules five years after a “two-
child policy” largely failed to boost birth rates.   
 

WHO gives nod to China’s Sinovac jab 
The World Health Organization approved the Sinovac 
COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use — the second 
Chinese vaccine to receive the WHO’s green light.   
 

China reports human case of bird flu strain 
China reported the world’s first human infection of the 
H10N3 bird flu strain but said the risk of it spreading 
widely among people was low.  
 

BRICS Foreign Ministers endorse support for WTO 
talks on IP waiver for Covid-19 vaccines 
Foreign Ministers from the five BRICS nations Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa have endorsed the 
need to support ongoing consideration in WTO on an 
Intellectual Property Rights waiver for Covid-19 vaccines 
and the use of flexibilities of the TRIPS agreement.   
 

Only Delta is a variant of concern: WHO 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has said only 
B.1.617.2, one of the three strains of the B.1.617 
COVID-19 variant first detected in India, is a “variant of 
concern” now and noted that lower rates of transmission 
have been observed for the other two lineages.   
 

African Union suspends Mali after military coup & 
threatens sanctions 
The African Union suspended Mali’s membership in 
response to last week’s military coup and threatened 
sanctions, if a civilian-led government is not restored.   
 

UNICEF reaches coronavirus vaccine supply 
agreement with Moderna 
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that 
it had reached an agreement with vaccine manufacturer 
Moderna to supply their international vaccination efforts 
against the Novel Corona virus. The vaccines will be 
supplied to UNICEF’s COVID-19 Vaccines Global 
Access (COVAX) facility.   
 

Japan’s PM Yoshihide Suga pledges additional 800 
mn dollars to COVAX facility 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga has pledged 
an additional 800 million US Dollars to COVAX facility 
aiming for a fair distribution of Coronavirus vaccines 
worldwide.   
 

UK approves Pfizer Covid vaccine for 12 to 15-year-olds 
Britain’s medicines regulator has approved the COVID-
19 vaccine developed by Pfizer and BioNTech for use on 
12 to 15 years old children, following similar clearances 
in the US and the EU. 
 

US contributed USD 2 billion to GAVI for COVAX facility 
US has so far contributed 2 billion US dollars to GAVI, 
the Vaccine Alliance, for COVAX facility, a global risk-
sharing mechanism for pooled procurement and 
equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 

G7 countries reach landmark deal to back global 
minimum tax of 15 % on multinational companies 
Group of Seven (G7), a group of the world’s richest nations, 
have reached a landmark deal to back a global minimum 
tax of at least 15 percent on multinational companies.   
 

India elected to UN Economic and Social Council for 
term 2022-24 
India has been elected to the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, ECOSOC for the term 2022-24. The 
ECOSOC is at the centre of the United Nations 
development system and brings together people and 
issues to promote collective action for a sustainable world.  
 

Leftist Castillo edges ahead in Peru vote count as 
rival alleges fraud 
Far-left trade unionist Pedro Castillo took a narrow lead  in 
Peru's presidential run-off election against right-wing 
populist Keiko Fujimori, who alleged fraud in the vote count.   
 

U.S. Senate passes huge innovation Bill 
The U.S. Senate passed a sweeping industrial policy Bill 
aimed at countering the surging economic threat from rival 
China, overcoming partisan divisions to support pumping 
more than $170 billion into research and development.   
 

El Salvador first country to approve bitcoin as legal 
tender 
Bitcoin is to become legal tender in El Salvador, the 
country’s President said, making it the first nation to 
adopt a cryptocurrency for everyday use.   
 

U.S. to donate 500 mn doses to world 
The U.S. will purchase half a billion doses of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine and donate them to 92 low 
and middle-income countries and the African Union. T 
The U.S. will work on delivering the vaccines via 
COVAX, an international coalition that is involved with 
global vaccine access. 
 

G7 leaders launch Build Back Better World (B3W) to 
counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
G7 leaders have launched a new global infrastructure 
initiative Build Back Better World (B3W) to help developing 
nations, countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
The G7 leaders said they will offer a values-driven, high-
standard and transparent partnership. 
 

G7 to pledge 1 billion coronavirus vaccine shots for 
poorer countries 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson says the Group of 
Seven wealthy nations have pledged over 1 billion 
coronavirus vaccine doses for poorer nations. 
 

Israel coalition set to end Netanyahu era 
Israel is set to swear in a new government that will send 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu into the opposition 
after a record 12 years in office and a political crisis that 
sparked four elections in two years.  
 

Novavax announces efficacy of about 90% for its 
vaccine 
U.S. vaccine manufacturer Novavax said its COVID-19 
vaccine had shown an overall efficacy of 90.4% in trials 
in the U.S. and Mexico, potentially adding in a few 
months — another vaccine to the world’s arsenal against 
the disease, which has killed close to 4 million people.   
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USAID to grant 115 mn dollars to El Salvador to slow 
migration from the Central American country 
The United States will grant 115 million dollars in 
cooperation aid to El Salvador to slow migration from the 
Central American country.  
 

UK PM Boris Johnson delays easing of Corona 
restrictions until July 19 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has announced to 
delay the lifting of all restrictions in England till 19th of 
July as delta variant of COVID-19 spreads. The 
lockdown was to end on 21st of June. 
 

NATO leaders include attacks in space in their 
mutual defence clause 
NATO leaders have expanded the use of their all for 
one, one for all, mutual defense clause to include a 
collective response to attacks in space. Until now, it’s 
only applied to more traditional military attacks on land, 
sea, or in the air, and more recently in cyberspace.   
 

Presidents Biden and Putin agree to take steps on 
cybersecurity, arms control 
U.S. President Joe Biden and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin agreed to begin cybersecurity and arms 
control talks at a summit that highlighted their discord on 
those issues, human rights and Ukraine.   
 

Kim Jong-un acknowledges ‘tense’ food situation in 
North Korea 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has formally 
acknowledged that the country is facing food 
shortages.He said the agricultural sector had failed to 
meet its grain targets because of last year’s typhoons, 
which caused widespread flooding. 
 

U.S. to spend $3.2 bn to develop treatments for 
COVID-19 
The United States has announced that it will spend $3.2 
billion on developing antiviral treatments for COVID-19 
and prepare for other “pandemic threats” — viruses that 
have the potential to cause pandemics. 
 

Number COVID-19 related death crosses Five Lakh 
mark in Brazil 
The number of deaths related to COVID-19 has passed 
500,000 (Five Lakhs) in Brazil, the second-highest in the 
world. Only the US has reported more deaths related to 
Covid-19.   
 

China vaccinations cross 1 billion 
China has now administered more than one billion doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines, its National Health Commission 
(NHC) said, with the vaccination campaign stepped up in 
recent weeks amid a small cluster of cases reported in 
southern China.  
 

Sweden’s parliament ousts Prime Minister Stefan 
Lofven in no-confidence vote 
Sweden’s parliament ousted Prime Minister Stefan Lofven 
in a no-confidence vote, giving the Social Democrat leader 
a week to resign and hand the speaker the job of finding a 
new government, or call a snap election.   
 

US, EU, UK and Canada impose fresh sanctions on 
Belarusian entities, officials 
United States, European Union, Britain and Canada 
have imposed fresh sanctions on Belarusian entities and 
officials, calling Alexander Lukashenko-led Government 
to end repressive practices against its own people.  
 

Iran announces an emergency shutdown of its sole 
nuclear power plant 
Iran’s sole nuclear power plant Bushehr plant has 
undergone an unexplained temporary emergency 

shutdown. This is the first time Iran has reported an 
emergency shutdown of the plant, located in the 
southern port city of Bushehr. 
 

Iranian President-elect Ebrahim Raisi backs nuclear 
talks, rules out meeting Joe Biden 
Iranian President-elect Ebrahim Raisi has backed talks 
between Iran and six world powers to revive a 2015 nuclear 
deal but he has rejected meeting U.S. President Joe Biden. 
 

UN says, more than 8,500 children were used as 
soldiers last year in various conflicts across world 
and nearly 2,700 others killed 
More than 8,500 children were used as soldiers last year 
in various conflicts across the world and nearly 2,700 
others were killed, the United Nations said. The report 
verified that violations had been committed against 19,379 
children in 21 conflicts. The most violations in 2020 were 
committed in Somalia, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Afghanistan, Syria and Yemen. 
 

Bangladesh: ADB approves USD 940 million for 
COVID 19 vaccines 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a loan 
package of USD 940 million for Bangladesh for purchase 
of COVID 19 vaccines. The package consists of a 
concessional loan of USD 470 million and a regular loan 
of the same amount.   
 

Hong Kong’s last remaining pro-democracy newspaper 
Apple Daily shuts amid severe crackdown from Beijing 
Hong Kong’s pro-democracy newspaper The Apple Daily 
published its last edition as it was forced to end a 26-
year journey amid a national security crackdown that 
froze the company’s funds. 
 

World health, IP, trade bodies launch platform to 
tackle COVID-19 pandemic 
Heads of the global health(WHO), intellectual property 
(WIPO)and trade bodies(WTO) have announced a joint 
platform to help countries plug the gaps in accessing 
Covid-19 vaccines, treatments and technologies. 
 

Colombian President Iván Duque escapes unharmed 
after gunfire attack on his helicopter 
Colombian President Iván Duque escaped unharmed 
when gunfire hit a helicopter carrying him as it flew near 
the border with Venezuela.   
 

Pakistan continues to be on grey list of anti-terror 
financial watchdog FATF 
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has retained 
Pakistan on its grey list. FATF has recommended a list 
of measures for Pakistan to stop money laundering and 
terror financing in the nation. 
 

2nd-biggest dam starts making power 
The first two generating units of the world’s second-
biggest hydroelectric dam Baihetan Dam were officially 
turned on Monday in southwestern China. The Baihetan 
Dam on Jinsha river, a tributary of the Yangtze  
 

Iraq, Egypt and Jordan hold summit 
Egypt, Jordan and Iraq agreed to bolster security and 
economic cooperation at a tripartite summit that saw an 
Egyptian head of state visit Iraq for the first time in three 
decades.   
 

Ukraine, U.S. launch Black Sea drills 
Ukraine and the United States launched joint naval 
exercises in the Black Sea in a show of Western 
cooperation with Kiev as it faces off with Russia. The Sea 
Breeze drills will involve some 5,000 military personnel 
from more than 30 countries. The exercises will last two 
weeks and involve around 30 ships, including the missile 
destroyer USS Ross. 
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Former President of South Africa Zuma gets 15 
months in jail for contempt of court 
In a historic ruling, South Africa’s top court on Tuesday 
handed the country’s former President, Jacob Zuma,  
a 15-month jail term for “egregious” contempt of court 
after he refused to appear before graft investigators. 
 

Atul Keshap is interim U.S. Chargé D’affaires 
The U.S. State Department announced the appointment of 
Atul Keshap, a senior foreign service officer with years of 
experience in South Asia, as Chargé d’affaires (CDA) ad 
interim, in New Delhi, to replace Daniel Smith, who is retiring. 
 
 
 
 
Justice Mishra heads NHRC 
Former Supreme Court Justice Arun Kumar Mishra is the 
new Chairperson of the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) after a high-powered recommendation 
committee proposed his name.  
 

Mohapatra to be interim chief of CBDT 
The Union government has appointed J.B. Mohapatra as 
the interim chief of the Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) for three months.   
 

Maratha community brought under EWS quota 
In a bid to extend relief to the Maratha community in the 
State, the tripartite Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government 
in Maharashtra extended the benefits of reservation for the 
Economically Weaker Section (EWS) to the Socially and 
Economically Backward Class (SEBC).   
 

Central Vista project essential, of public importance: 
Delhi HC 
The Delhi High Court has dismissed a petition seeking to 
halt the construction activities at the Central Vista 
Avenue Redevelopment Project in view of the recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases in the country.   
 

Defence Ministry notifies 108 negative imports 
The Defence Ministry had notified the second negative 
import list — now renamed as the ‘positive indigenisation 
list’ of 108 items that can now be only purchased from 
indigenous sources. The new list takes the total number 
on the list to 209.   
 

EPFO allows withdrawal of 2nd COVID advance 
Around six crore subscribers of the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) can now withdraw 
a second non-refundable COVID-19 advance, the 
Labour Ministry announced. 
 

CBSE, CISCE scrap Class XII exams after review by PM 
The Class XII examinations of the Central Board of 
Secondary Education have been cancelled, following a 
review meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
 

Govt restricts export of Amphotericin-B drug 
The Union government decided to impose curbs on the 
export of Amphotericin-B injections amid rise in Black 
Fungus cases. Amphotericin-B is used for treating patients 
suffering from mucormycosis or black fungus infections.   
 

SC says paid vaccine policy for 18-44 arbitrary, 
irrational 
The Union government’s coronavirus vaccination policy 
that has put the onus of giving doses to adults in the 
below-45 years age group entirely on states and private 
hospitals is “prima facie arbitrary and irrational”, the 
Supreme Court said, ordering the Union government to 
submit within two weeks “all relevant documents and file 
notings” that reflect how the strategy came about.   
 

Cabinet gives nod to Model Tenancy Act 
The Union Cabinet had approved the Model Tenancy Act 
to be sent to the States and Union Territories to enact 
legislation or amend laws on rental properties. It will 
enable institutionalisation of rental housing by gradually 
shifting it towards the formal market and facilitate 
unlocking of vacant houses for rental housing purposes. 
 

Norms for foreign-made vaccines eased 
To ease the supply of imported COVID vaccines, the Drug 
Controller General of India (DCGI) waived the requirement 
of conducting bridging clinical trials and testing of every 
batch of vaccine by the Central Drugs Laboratory (CDL), 
Kasauli for foreign-made vaccines.   
 

National Council of Science Museums collaborates 
with Science Museum Group, London for 
international travelling exhibition 
National Council of Science Museums, India is collaborating 
with the Science Museum Group, London for an 
international travelling exhibition called ‘Hunt for the 
Vaccine’. The exhibition will tell the story of the global efforts 
to find new ways to develop vaccines at pandemic speed.   
 

Delhi, Hyderabad airports receive ACI Asia–Pacific 
Green Airports recognition 
GMR Airports-run Delhi and Hyderabad airports have 
been felicitated by the Airports Council International 
(ACI) Asia-Pacific Green Airports Recognition 2021 for 
their environment sustainable initiatives.   
 

Defence Ministry signs contract for procurement of 
11 Airport Surveillance Radars for Indian Navy and 
Indian Coast Guard 
The Defence Ministry signed a contract with Mahindra 
Telephonics Integrated Systems Limited, Mumbai for 
procurement of 11 Airport Surveillance Radars with 
Monopulse Secondary Surveillance Radar for Indian Navy 
and Indian Coast Guard.   
 

Govt sets up expert group on fixation of minimum 
wages & national floor wages 
The Union government has set up an expert group on 
fixation of minimum wages and national floor wages. The 
Expert Group will be chaired by Director of Institute of 
Economic Growth Professor Ajit Mishra.   
 

SC asks centre to furnish detailed data on purchase 
history of Covid vaccines 
The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to furnish 
detailed data on the purchase history till date of all Covid 
vaccines including Covaxin, Covishield and Sputnik V.   
 

Govt extends validity of TET certificate from 7 years 
to lifetime 
Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
has announced that the Government has decided to 
extend the validity period of Teachers Eligibility Test 
qualifying certificate from seven years to lifetime.   
 

Centre orders 30 crore doses from Biological E 
The Union Health Ministry has finalised arrangements 
with Hyderabad-based vaccine manufacturer Biological 
E to reserve 30 crore COVID-19 vaccine doses.   
 

DAC approves Navy’s proposal for construction of 6 
submarines  
The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved the 
Navy’s proposal for construction of six submarines at an 
approximate cost of ₹43,000 crore. This would be one of 
the largest Make in India projects . 
 

Kerala Tops Again In Niti Aayog Index, Bihar Worst 
Performer 
Kerala has retained the top rank in Niti Aayog's sustainable 
development goals (SDG) India Index 2020-21, while Bihar 
has been adjudged as the worst performer.   
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CBSE collaborates with Microsoft to introduce 
Coding and Data Science curriculum 
CBSE has collaborated with Microsoft to introduce Coding 
for classes 6-8 and Data Science curriculum for classes 8-12 
as new skilling subjects in the 2021-2022 academic session.  
 

Thawarchand Gehlot launches SAGE portal to help 
elderly persons 
Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thawarchand Gehlot  launched the SAGE portal with a 
view to help elderly persons. SAGE or Senior care 
Ageing Growth Engine project has been established to 
select, support and create a ‘one-stop access’ of elderly 
care products and services by credible start-ups.   
 

INS Sandhayak decommissioned 
Hydrographic survey ship INS Sandhayak , the first of its 
class indigenously designed and built, was 
decommissioned after 40 years of service, at the Naval 
Dockyard Visakhapatnam.    
 

Serum Institute gets DCGI’s nod to produce Sputnik V 
The DCGI has granted permission to the Serum Institute 
of India (SII) to manufacture the Sputnik COVID-19 
vaccine in India for examination, test and analysis with 
certain conditions.  
 

Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Chandigarh top in 
Performance Grading Index 
The Union Territory of Chandigarh and the states of 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have come out on top in 
the latest edition of the Performance Grading Index 
(PGI) released by the Education Ministry.   
 

Indian Navy inducts three indigenously-built 
advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III 
The Indian Navy inducted three indigenously-built 
advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III that would be 
used for maritime reconnaissance and coastal security.  
 

PM Modi announces free vaccine to all above 18 
years from June 21 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that the 
Central government will provide free vaccines to states for 
all above 18 years of age starting from 21st of June. The 
Central Government will procure 75 per cent of the COVID 
vaccines produced by the vaccine manufacturers.   
 

Govt. caps prices of COVID-19 vaccines at private 
hospitals 
The Centre has capped the prices at which vaccines will 
be sold at private hospitals. With a ceiling of ₹150 that 
hospitals can charge per dose as ‘service charge’ and a 
GST of 5%, the maximum price chargeable for 
Covishield is ₹780, for Covaxin, ₹1,410 and for Sputnik 
V ₹1,145, the Union Health Ministry said in an order.  
 

Vaccines for children and Nasal Vaccine under trial, 
says PM Modi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, seven companies 
are working on developing vaccines and three trials are 
underway. He said, research is also underway on nasal 
vaccines.   
 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana extended 
till Diwali  
The Prime Minister informed that Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Anna Yojana has been extended till Diwali. Mr Modi 
said, free food grains will be available in fixed quantity every 
month to more than 80 crore countrymen till November.   
 

JNU enters list of top 1,000 universities 
Jawaharlal Nehru University has entered the top 1,000 of 
the QS World University rankings for the first time, as its 
new undergraduate engineering programme now makes 

it eligible for the rating. It debuted at the 561-570 ranking 
band in the rankings. Overall, there are 22 Indian 
institutions in the top 1,000 list compared to 21 last year. 
 

Take action against illegal adoption: SC 
The Supreme Court has directed the States and the 
Union Territories to take stringent action against private 
individuals and NGOs who invite people to illegally adopt 
children orphaned by the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

Piramal Foundation, NITI Aayog unveil COVID home 
care drive 
Piramal Foundation, in association with NITI Aayog, 
unveiled a campaign ‘Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum 
Abhiyaan’ to provide COVID home care to 20 lakh 
citizens staying in rural areas. 
 

DRDO proposes to offer ToT of 2-DG to Indian 
Pharma industries for production 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has proposed to offer Transfer of Technology (ToT) 
of 2-DG to Indian Pharmaceutical industries for production.   
 

ISRO to assist development projects in Northeast 
through Space Technology 
Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh said that Indian Space 
Research Organisation, ISRO, will assist development 
projects in the Northeast through Space Technology.   
 

Anup Chandra Pandey assumes charge as Election 
Commissioner 
Anup Chandra Pandey assumed charge as Election 
Commissioner. A notification was issued in this regard by the 
Legislative Department under the Ministry of Law and Justice. 
 

Govt approves 708 proposals for construction of 
3.61 lakh houses under PMAY-U 
The Government has approved 708 proposals for 
construction of 3.61 lakh houses under Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana – Urban (PMAY-U). These houses are 
proposed to be constructed across Beneficiary Led 
Construction and Affordable Housing in Partnership verticals. 
 

BJP received ₹786 crore in donations 
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) received ₹785.77 crore in 
donations from companies and individuals in 2019-20, over 
five times as much as the contributions to the Congress, 
according to the party’s annual contribution report submitted 
to the Election Commission of India (ECI).   
 

Govt extends coverage under ESI Act to all casual 
and contractual workers engaged in municipal 
bodies in country 
Labour and Employment Minister Santosh Gangwar 
announced the decision to extend coverage under the 
Employees’ State Insurance Act to all casual and contractual 
workers working in the municipal bodies in the country.   
 

Country registers remarkable growth in number of 
institutions of national importance during last 5 years 
Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank  
had approved the release of the report of All India 
Survey on Higher Education 2019-20. The report states 
that the number of Institutions of National importance 
has increased 80 per cent in the last five years. There 
were 75 such institutions in 2015 which reached 135 in 
2020. The number of universities has also increased by 
30.5 per cent from 799 to 1043 in the last five years. 
 

Justice Sanjay Yadav takes oath as Chief Justice of 
Allahabad High Court 
Justice Sanjay Yadav took oath as the Chief Justice of 
the Allahabad High Court. Uttar Pradesh Governor 
Anandiben Patel administered the oath of office and 
secrecy to Justice Yadav at  Raj Bhavan in Lucknow. 
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‘Namaste Yoga’ mobile App launched in curtain 
raiser event for 7th International Day of Yoga 
‘Namaste Yoga’ a mobile application was launched in the 
curtain raiser event for the 7th International Day of Yoga. 
The event was organised by the Ministry of Ayush in 
association with the Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga. 
 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approves policy on 
archiving, publication of war, operations histories by 
Defence Ministry 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved the policy 
on archiving, declassification, compilation and 
publication of war and operations histories by the 
Ministry of Defence.according to the policy, records 
should ordinarily be declassified in 25 years. 
 

PM Modi addressed UN High-Level Dialogue on 
Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi  delivered a keynote 
address virtually at the United Nations during the High-
Level Dialogue on Desertification, Land Degradation and 
Drought. Prime Minister had spoken at the Opening 
Segment in his capacity as the President of the 14th 
Session of the Conference of Parties of United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 
 

Defence Ministry approves ₹500 crore for iDEX 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved the 
budgetary support of ₹498.8 crore to Innovations for 
Defence Excellence (iDEX) challenge under the Defence 
Innovation Organisation (DIO) for the next five years.   
 

PM Modi delivered keynote address at 5th edition of 
VivaTech  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered the keynote 
address at the 5th edition of VivaTech. VivaTech is one 
of the largest digital and start-up events in Europe. The 
5th edition of VivaTech is scheduled to be held between 
16th and 19th June. 
 

Railways to invest ₹55,000 crore for modernization of 
Signalling, Telecommunication & other infrastructure 
Indian Railways has envisaged investment of nearly 
55,000 Crore rupees for Modernization of Signalling, 
Telecommunication and other infrastructure development.   
 

Govt simplifies registration process for MSMEs 
The Union Government has simplified the registration 
process for the Micro, Medium and Small Enterprises, 
MSMEs. Now only PAN Card and Aadhaar will be 
required for registration of MSMEs. 
 

India to launch deep ocean mission 
The Union Cabinet has approved the long-pending deep 
ocean mission, which among other things involves 
developing a submersible vehicle that will allow a crew to 
plunge 6,000 metres into the ocean and hunt the floor  
for precious metals. The mission is expected to cost 
₹4,077 crore over the next five years. 
 

Inland Vessels Bill receives Cabinet nod 
The Union Cabinet gave the nod to the Inland Vessels Bill, 
2021, which will replace the Inland Vessels Act, 1917. 
Total 4,000 km inland waterways have been 
operationalised. The Bill will regulate safety, security and 
registration of inland vessels.   
 

Use of drones mandatory for NHAI projects 
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has 
made use of drones mandatory for video recording of the 
national highway projects during different stages of 
development, construction, operation and maintenance.   
 

Three Centres of Excellence inaugurated under Indo-
Israel Agricultural Project inaugurated 
Three Centers of Excellence have been established in 
Karnataka under the Indo-Israel Agricultural Project.  

The Centres of Excellence in Kolar, Bagalkote and 
Dharwad in Karnataka will implement advanced Israeli 
Agro-Technology tailored to local conditions. 
 

Centre opens 14 disability early intervention centres 
The Union Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry 
launched 14 cross disability early intervention centres 
across the country to provide support to infants and 
young children at risk of or with disabilities.  
 

Rules regulating cable TV network amended 
The Information and Broadcasting Ministry amended the 
rules regulating cable television networks, providing for a 
“statutory” mechanism for complaints raised by citizens 
regarding any content broadcast. 
 

In a first, Indian Navy participates in IN-EUNAVFOR 
naval exercise in Gulf of Aden 
For the first time, the Indian Navy is participating in joint 
drills with the European Union Naval Force, comprising 
warships from the French, Spanish and Italian navies, 
being held in the Gulf of Aden. The Indian Naval Ship 
Trikand, is participating in the IN EUNAVFOR joint naval 
exercise which commenced on Friday (June 18).  
 

PM Modi launches crash-course programme to train 
1 lakh Covid-19 frontline workers 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a crash 
course to train more than one lakh “Covid warriors” as he 
called on the country to be prepared for challenges the 
coronavirus pandemic may pose in the future. The 
programme will be to be carried out from 111 training 
centres spread across 26 states. 
 

India & Bhutan sign MOU for developing co-
operation in the areas of Environment 
India and Bhutan have signed an MoU (Memorandum of 
Understanding) for developing cooperation between both 
nations in the area of the environment.   
 

India hosted two day summit on Green Hydrogen 
Initiatives involving BRICS nations 
India hosted a two-day summit on Green Hydrogen 
Initiatives starting on June 22 involving the BRICS 
nations. The prestigious event offers a platform to share 
their respective Green Hydrogen initiatives and views on 
how to take it to the next level in their own countries. 
 

PM Modi addresses lead event of 7th International 
Day of Yoga   
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the main event 
of the 7th International Day of Yoga IDY on June 21.  
The main theme of IDY this year is “Yoga for Wellness”, 
which is aligned to the current pre-occupations.   
 

Indian Navy team in U.S. for chopper training 
A team of 18 Navy personnel reached the U.S. for training 
on the MH-60R multi-role helicopters, 24 of which were 
contracted in a $2.2-billion deal signed during the visit of 
then President Donald Trump in February 2020.   
 

DBT issues special call under Biotech KISAN scheme 
for improving agriculture productivity in NE Region 
In order to understand the local problems of farmers of 
Northeast Region and provide scientific solutions, the 
Department of Biotechnology has issued a Special Call 
under Biotech-Krishi Innovation Science Application 
Network (Biotech-KISAN) scheme.    
 

Govt extends waiver of Inter-State Transmission 
charges on transmission of electricity generated 
from solar and wind sources 
The Union Government has extended the waiver of Inter-
State Transmission system (ISTS) charges on transmission 
of electricity generated from solar and wind sources up to 
30th June 2025. Earlier, it was up to 30th June 2023.   
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Govt proposes several amendments in e-commerce 
rules to bring transparency 
Union Government has proposed several amendments in 
the e-commerce rules to bring transparency and curb the 
prevalent unfair trade practices in the online marketing 
platforms. According to the proposed rules, the e-commerce 
platforms will need to appoint a Chief Compliance Officer,  
a Nodal Officer, a Resident Grievance Officer and other 
officials to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Act 
and Rules. 
 

Army to get indigenous LUHs in December 2022 
The Indian Army, which is facing a huge shortage of light 
utility helicopters with the ageing fleet of Cheetah and 
Chetak helicopters, will receive the first batch of six 
indigenous Light Utility helicopter (LUH) by the end of 2022.   
 

India and Fiji sign MoU for cooperation in agriculture 
and allied sectors field 
India and Fiji have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for cooperation in the field of 
agriculture and allied sectors. The MoU provides for 
cooperation in the fields of Dairy Industry, Rice Industry, 
Root crop diversification, Water Resources Management, 
Coconut Industry, Food Processing Industry, Agriculture 
Mechanization, and Horticulture Industry. 
 

MoD signs ₹583 cr. contract for 2 pollution control 
vessels for Coast Guard 
The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with Goa 
Shipyard Ltd. for the construction of two pollution control 
vessels for the Coast Guard at a cost of about  
₹583 crore. The vessels would be used for pollution 
response requirements in Eastern and the ecologically 
sensitive Andaman and Nicobar regions. 
 

World’s first GM rubber sapling planted in Assam 
A Rubber Board research farm on the outskirts of 
Guwahati now sports the world’s first genetically 
modified (GM) rubber plant tailored for the climatic 
conditions in the Northeast.   
 

Around 40 cases of Delta Plus variant reported in 
country so far 
Around 40 cases of Delta Plus variant have been reported 
in the country so far. Health and Family Welfare Ministry 
said that this variant has been observed sporadically in 
Maharashtra, Kerala and Madhya Pradesh.   
 

PM Narendra Modi interacts with participants of 
Toycathon-2021 via video conferencing 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacted with participants 
of Toycathon-2021  via video conferencing. Toycathon 
2021 was jointly launched by the Ministry of Education, 
Women and Child Development Ministry, Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises Ministry, Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade, Textile Ministry, Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry and All India Council for 
Technical Education (AICTE) on 5th January this year.   
 

Cabinet approves additional foodgrain under Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana for next five months 
Union Cabinet approved allocation of additional 
foodgrain under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, 
Phase IV for another period of five months. Under it, five 
kilogram foodgrains per person per month free of cost 
will be given to the beneficiaries covered under National 
Food Security Act including those covered under Direct 
Benefit Transfer between July to November this year.   
 

DoT further liberalizes guidelines for Other Service 
Providers to bring in better synergies among businesses 
The Department of Telecommunication has further 
liberalized the guidelines for Other Service Providers 
(OSPs). These entities are Business Process Outsourcing 

(BPO) organisations giving voice based services, in India 
and abroad.  
 

Rajasthan all set to get its 4th tiger reserve 
Rajasthan is all set to get its fourth tiger reserve in Bundi 
as the state government has received the go-ahead for it 
from the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve in Sawai Madhopur, Alwar’s 
Sariska Tiger Reserve, and Mukundra Hills Tiger 
Reserve in Kota have over 100 big cats. 
 

120 crore out of 140 crore bank accounts linked to 
Aadhaar in country so far 
One hundred and 20 crore out of 140 crore bank accounts 
in the country have been linked to Aadhaar so far enabling 
people to enter into the formal financial system. 
 

U.P. ranked best under Smart Cities Mission 
The Union ministry of housing and urban affairs has ranked 
Uttar Pradesh as top performer under the Smart Cities 
mission’s India Smart Cities Awards Contest (ISAC) 2020 
followed by Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Among 
cities, Indore and Surat were adjudged joint winners. 
Among Union Territories, Chandigarh was ranked first. 
 

DRDO tests enhanced range Pinaka rocket 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) successfully test fired the enhanced range versions 
of the indigenously developed 122 mm calibre rocket as well 
as the extended range version of indigenously developed 
Pinaka rocket from a Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher (MBRL) 
at integrated test range, Chandipur in Odisha. 
 

NSDC And WhatsApp Launch “Digital Skill Champions 
Program” 
The National Skill Development Corporation and 
WhatsApp announced an alliance to launch the Digital 
Skill Champions Program that aims to train India’s youth 
on digital skills, in order to make them employment ready.  
 

Govt launches LiDAR survey reports to augment 
water in forest areas 
Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar released 
LiDAR-based reports mapping out the water requirement 
within forest areas in 10 states. These reports will be 
used to augment groundwater in forest areas so that 
animals don’t venture out in search of water. The LiDAR 
(light detection and ranging) technology was used to 
create 3-D images of the project areas to recommend 
soil and water conservation structures.   
 

INS Vikrant, India’s first indigenous aircraft carrier, 
likely to be commissioned in 2022 
The Union government expects the much-delayed first 
indigenous aircraft carrier 1 (IAC-1), christened Indian 
Naval Ship (INS) Vikrant, to be commissioned in 2022, 
coinciding with the 75th year of India’s Independence. 
 

32.36 Crore COVID vaccine doses administered so 
far under Nationwide Vaccination Drive 
India achieved another milestone in COVID19 
vaccination and overtakes US in total number of Covid 
Vaccine doses administered. Health Ministry said, 32.36 
Crore Vaccine Doses have been administered so far 
under Nationwide Vaccination Drive.   
 

INS Tabar deployed for naval exercises in Africa, Europe 
Indian Naval Ship Tabar commenced her prolonged 
deployment on June 13. It will visit a number of ports in 
Africa and Europe till the end of September. It will also 
participate in a number of joint exercises with friendly navies.  
 

‘CoWIN’s open-source version to be provided to 50 
nations’ 
India will soon provide an open-source version of its 
CoWIN application to nearly 50 countries from Central 
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Asia, Africa and Latin America that have indicated an 
interest in the technology, R.S. Sharma, CEO, National 
Health Authority (NHA) and Chairman of the technical 
committee that oversees the CoWin platform said. 
 

Nuclear-capable Agni-P missile test-fired 
A new-generation nuclear-capable ballistic missile, Agni-
P (Prime) was successfully test-fired by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). Agni-
P is a new-generation advanced variant of Agni class of 
missiles. It is a canisterised missile with range capability 
between 1,000 and 2,000 km. 
 

Umesh Sinha to stay on as Dy. Election Commissioner 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved 
the extension for Umesh Sinha, retired lAS officer as Deputy 
Election Commissioner in the Election Commission of India 
on contract basis for another year up to July, 2022. 
 

A-G Venugopal gets one more extension 
The Union government has extended the tenure of Attorney-
General K.K. Venugopal by a year. He will continue as  
the government’s top law officer till June 30, 2022. This is  
the second time the Centre has extended his tenure.   
 

Dr. Reddy’s announces commercial launch of 2-DG 
Drugmaker Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories has announced the 
commercial launch of 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG), an oral drug 
for use as an adjunct therapy for hospitalised COVID-19 
patients. The maximum retail price is ₹990 per sachet  
 

India has reported 40,845 cases of mucormycosis so 
far: Minister 
India has so far reported 40,845 cases of mucormycosis 
during the second wave of the pandemic, Union Health 
Minister Harsh Vardhan said while chairing the 29th 
meeting of the Group of Ministers (GoM) on COVID-19 
by videoconference. 
 

'Unpardonable': SC slams Centre over apathy on 
registering migrant workers 
The Supreme Court termed as unpardonable the Centre's 
apathy and lackadaisical attitude towards creating 
National Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) and 
ordered its commencement by July 31 so that all migrant 
workers are registered this year and welfare measures 
extended to them during COVID distress. 
 

NITI Aayog Chief Executive Officer Amitabh Kant’s 
tenure extended 
The Centre has extended the tenure of NITI Aayog Chief 
Executive Officer Amitabh Kant by one year till June 2022. 
He is a 1980 batch retired IAS officer of the Kerala cadre, 
who has been at the helm of the policy think tank since 2016. 
 

Five firms come together for COVID-19 drug trial 
Five pharma majors — Cipla, Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, 
Emcure, Sun Pharma and Torrent — will collaborate for 
the clinical trials in India of investigational, oral, anti-viral 
drug Molnupiravir for the treatment of mild COVID-19. 
 
 
 
 
India’s GDP shrinks by 7.3%  
India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) contracted by 7.3% 
in 2020-21, as per provisional National Income estimates 
released by the National Statistical Office, marginally better 
than the 8% contraction in the economy projected earlier.   
 

Carlyle to invest ₹3,185 cr. in PNB Housing Finance 
Pluto Investments S.a.r.l., an affiliated entity of Carlyle 
Asia Partners IV, LP and Carlyle Asia Partners V, LP will 
invest up to ₹3,185 crore in PNB Housing Finance Ltd. 
 

April core sector output jumps 56.1%, base buoys 
The output of eight core sectors jumped by 56.1% in April 
mainly due to a low base effect and uptick in production of 
natural gas, refinery products, steel, cement and electricity. 
 

Fiscal deficit narrower than forecast at 9.2% 
The Centre’s fiscal deficit for the financial year 2020-21 
settled at 9.2 per cent of the gross domestic product, 
marginally below the government’s revised target of  
9.5 per cent.   
 

Board agrees to Paytm’s $3-bn IPO plan 
The board of One97 Communications, the parent firm of 
Paytm, has given in-principle approval for the $3-billion 
(almost ₹22,000 crore) initial public offer (IPO). 
 

Moody’s cuts GDP forecast 
Moody’s Investors Service cut its 2021-22 India GDP 
growth forecast to 9.3%, from 13.7% earlier.  
 

RBI cancels licence of Pune-based Shivajirao 
Bhosale Sahakari Bank 
The RBI has cancelled the licence of Pune-based 
Shivajirao Bhosale Sahakari Bank. The RBI said the 
bank ceases to carry on banking business, with effect 
from the close of business on May 31. 
 

Huawei unveils operating system in fight for survival 
Chinese tech giant Huawei introduced its highly-
anticipated homegrown mobile operating system (OS) 
HarmonyOS system, opening a new front in its fight for 
survival in the smartphone arena after the U.S. blocked it 
from using Android.   
 

Exports surge 67% narrowing trade gap 
India exported merchandise worth $32.21 billion in May 
2021, 67% higher on a year-on-year basis and almost 8% 
more than May 2019’s pre-pandemic shipments. Imports 
grew 68.6% to $38.53 billion, compared with May 2020, 
but were 17.5% lower than the same month in 2019. 
 

US suspends retaliatory tariffs against India for six 
months 
The United States has postponed by six months the 
imposition of retaliatory import tariffs on certain items 
from India and five other countries under Section 301 
investigations on Digital Service Taxes (DSTs).   
 

India exports more than 11.49 lakh tonnes of marine 
products worth over ₹43,717 crore during last 
financial year 
India has exported more than 11.49 lakh tonnes of 
marine products worth over ₹43,717 crore during the last 
financial year. USA, China and the European Union were 
the leading importers, while frozen shrimp retained its 
position as the major export item, followed by frozen fish.   
 

Sebi raises overseas exposure limit for mutual fund 
houses to USD 1 bn 
Capital markets regulator SEBI has enhanced the 
overseas investment limit for a mutual fund (MF) house 
to $1 billion from the existing $600 million.   
 

Services exports rose by 6.4% in May 
India’s services exports grew by 6.44% in May to $17.85 
billion, while services imports grew just 0.3% to $10 
billion, as per initial estimates, Commerce Secretary 
Anup Wadhawan. 
 

Number of startups recognized by DPIIT reaches 50,000 
The number of startups recognized by the Department 
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, DPIIT, has 
reached 50 thousand. The recognized startups have now 
spread across 623 districts and each State and Union 
Territories has at least one startup. 
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RBI keeps key rates unchanged in its bi-monthly 
monetary policy 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept the benchmark interest 
rates unchanged amid COVID-19 uncertainty and fears 
over inflation. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said that 
the projected Gross Domestic Product growth rate will be 
9.5 per cent for the current fiscal year. RBI has kept repo 
rate unchanged at 4.25 per cent, sixth time in a row. The 
RBI reverse repo rate or RBI’s borrowing rate also 
remains unchanged at 3.35 per cent.   
 

RBI adds hospitality sector aid with ₹15,000 cr. 
credit window 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has opened a separate 
On-tap Liquidity Window to help mitigate the adverse 
impact of the second wave of the pandemic on certain 
contact-intensive sectors like hospitality. The move 
would provide liquidity of ₹15,000 crore till March 31, 
2022, with tenors of up to three years.   
 

RBI to purchase G-Secs worth ₹1.2 lakh cr. in 
second quarter 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will purchase G-Secs 
worth ₹1.2 lakh crore in Q2 of FY22 under G-SAP 2.0 
(Government Securities Acquisition Programme) to 
facilitate the smooth evolution of the yield curve.  
 

PNB turns ₹586-crore profit in Q4 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) posted a standalone profit of 
₹586.3 crore for the fourth quarter ended March, aided by 
an increase in interest income. Total income rose to 
₹22,531.7 crore from ₹16,388.3 crore.   
 

Bank credit grows by 5.98 pc; deposits by 9.66 pc 
Bank credit grew 5.98% to ₹108.33 lakh crore while 
deposits rose 9.66% to ₹151.67 lakh crore in the 
fortnight ended May 21, RBI data showed. 
 

ADB Inks $2.5 Million Loan Pact with Govt to 
Upgrade Road Infrastructure in Sikkim 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has inked a pact with 
the union government for USD 2.5 million (approx 
₹18.23 crore) loan assistance to upgrade road 
infrastructure in the north-eastern state Sikkim.   
 

HDFC Bank plans to become carbon neutral by 2031-32 
HDFC Bank announced its plans to become carbon-neutral 
by 2031-32. As part of this initiative, the bank is looking at 
reducing its emissions, energy, and water consumption.  
 

RBI approves re-appointment of Vishwavir Ahuja as 
MD, RBL Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the 
appointment of Vishwavir Ahuja as the Managing 
Director and CEO of RBL Bank for a one-year period 
with effect from June 30, 2021. 
 

GST Revenue collection for May 2021 
The gross GST revenue collected in the month of May 2021 
is ₹1,02,709 crore of which CGST is ₹17,592 crore, SGST 
is ₹22,653, IGST is ₹53,199 crore (including ₹26,002 crore 
collected on import of goods) and Cess is ₹9,265 crore 
(including ₹868 crore collected on import of goods). 
 

Foreign investors pump in nearly ₹8,000 crore into 
India equity markets 
After net withdrawals in the past two months, foreign 
investors pumped in nearly ₹8,000 crore into the India 
equity markets in just four session of June.   
 

Income Tax Department launches its new e-filing portal   
Income Tax Department launched its new e-filing 
portal www.incometax.gov.in on June 7. The new e-filing 
portal is aimed at providing convenience and a modern, 
seamless experience to taxpayers.   

BoB's Board approves setting off accumulated 
losses of ₹11,048 crore 
The Board of Directors of Bank of Baroda (BoB) has 
given its nod to set off the bank's accumulated losses of 
₹11,048.44 crore as at March-end 2021 by utilizing an 
equivalent amount standing to the credit of the Share 
Premium Account (SPA).   
 

COVID-19 second wave: HDFC commits ₹40 crore for 
relief work 
As part of its corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiative, 
HDFC Ltd has committed an initial amount of ₹40 crore this 
year for COVID-19 support and pledged to increase this 
commitment over the next two quarters based on need.   
 

World Bank approves USD 500 million program to 
help boost India's MSME sector 
The World Bank has approved a USD 500 million 
program to help boost India's MSME sector. The 
programme targets improvements in the performance of 
five lakh 50 thousand MSMEs.  
 

HSBC appoints Hitendra Dave as India CEO 
HSBC has appointed Hitendra Dave as the interim chief 
executive officer of HSBC India. Dave’s formal 
appointment as the CEO is subject to regulatory approval. 
 

World Bank sees India growing by 8.3% 
India’s economy is expected to grow by 8.3% in the 
fiscal year that began in April 2021, the World Bank 
forecast in its June 2021 Global Economic Prospects.   
 

Bombay Stock Exchange crosses milestone of 
seven crore registered users 
The Bombay Stock Exchange has crossed the milestone 
of seven crore registered users based on Unique Client 
Code. BSE said that the journey from six to seven crore 
users took just 139 days, adding that the 82 lakh of 
these new users are in the age group of 20 to 40 years.   
 

RBI asks banks not to destroy CCTV recordings of 
demonetisation period 
The RBI had asked banks to preserve the CCTV recordings 
of their branches and currency chests from November 8, 
2016, to December 30, 2016, to assist enforcement 
agencies to take action against those involved in illegal 
activities during the demonetisation period.   
 

Govt. extends Jain’s term at RBI by 2 years 
The Central Government has re-appointed Shri Mahesh 
Kumar Jain as Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India 
for a period of two years with effect from June 22, 2021.   
 

Govt gives nine-month extension to LIC Chairman 
The Union government has given a nine-month extension to 
LIC Chairman M.R. Kumar in view of the insurer's proposed 
initial public offer towards the end of the current fiscal.   
 

Govt approves allotment of 5 MHz Spectrum in 700 
MHz frequency band to Railways 
The Union Cabinet has approved an allotment of 5 
Megahertz Spectrum in 700 MHz frequency band to 
Indian Railways for public safety and security services at 
stations and in trains. With this spectrum, Railways has 
envisaged to provide Long Term Evolution, LTE-based 
Mobile Train Radio Communication on its route.   
 

Centre releases 3rd monthly installment of PDRD 
Grant of ₹9,871 crore to 17 States 
Centre has released the 3rd monthly installment of Post 
Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD) Grant of ₹9,871 crore 
for the current financial year to 17 States. With the release of 
3rd installment, a total amount of ₹29,613 crore have been 
released in the first three months of the current financial year 
as Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grant to the states.   
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India’s agriculture exports registers increase of 
17.34% in 2020-21 
India has registered tremendous growth in agriculture 
exports during the last financial year. exports of agriculture 
and allied products jumped to 41.25 billion US dollars and 
registered an increase of 17.34 per cent during the fiscal 
year 2020-21. Organic exports registered a whopping 
growth of nearly 51 per cent during the same fiscal year. 
 

Centre to auction ‘major’ fields of ONGC, OIL 
The Centre will auction unmonetised, large oil and gas 
fields of state-owned ONGC and OIL to boost 
hydrocarbon production, Petroleum Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan said. As many as 32 oil and gas blocks with 75 
discoveries have been offered in the Discovered Small 
Field (DSF) round-III. 
 

India's industrial output surges 134% in April on low-
base effect 
Industrial production rose a whopping 134.44 per cent in 
April on a low year-on-year (YoY) base against 24.14 per 
cent in March, data released by the National Statistical 
Office (NSO). For April 2021, quick estimates of the 
index of industrial production (IIP), with base 2011-12, 
stands at 126.6. 
 

SBI launches Kavach Personal Loan for Covid-19 
patients 
State Bank of India (SBI) has launched a collateral-free 
“Kavach Personal Loan” to enable its customers to meet 
medical expenses of self and family members for Covid 
treatment.   
 

Axis Bank stake in Max Life likely to rise to 20 per 
cent in 12-18 months 
Axis Bank is likely to raise its stake in Max Life Insurance 
to about 20 per cent over the next 12-18 months, said 
the insurance company's CEO Prashant Tripathy said.   
 

RBI extends risk-based internal audit rules to big 
housing finance companies 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had extended the  
Risk-Based Internal Audit (RBIA) rules to all deposit-
taking and non-deposit taking HFCs with assets above 
₹5,000 crore with effect from June 30, 2022.  
 

Bank of Maharashtra plans to raise up to ₹2,000 
crore through QIP 
State-run Bank of Maharashtra is looking to raise up to 
₹2,000 crore through qualified institutional placement 
(QIP) route before July-end, its Managing Director and 
CEO A S Rajeev said.  
 

Consumer inflation quickens to 6.3% 
Retail inflation hit a six-month high of 6.3% in May, owing 
to a persistent rise in fuel and edible oil prices, which also 
played a part in pushing wholesale prices to a record 
12.94% inflation in the month, as per data released.   
 

IOB net surges twofold to ₹350 cr. as income rises 
Public sector lender Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) 
standalone net profit for the fourth quarter ended March 
surged more than twofold to ₹350 crore on account of a 
rise in other income and decline cost of deposits. 
 

Exports surge 69%, trade deficit widens 
India’s exports rose by 69% to $32.3 billion in May, 
driven by healthy growth in sectors such as engineering, 
petroleum products and gems and jewellery, even as the 
trade deficit widened to $6.3 billion.  
 

Retail sales decline 79% from two years earlier 
Retail sales in India slipped 79% in May compared with 
pre-COVID sales in the same month in 2019, as 

businesses across States were closed due to the second 
wave of the pandemic, a survey by Retailers Association 
of India (RAI) showed.   
 

RBI restrains DHFL from taking deposits 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has revoked the deposit-
taking status of Dewan Housing Finance (DHFL), the first 
financial services firm to go for bankruptcy proceedings.   
 

Canara Bank to buy 12% stake in bad bank 
Canara Bank said it will be the lead sponsor of National 
Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. (NARCL), or bad 
bank, with a 12% stake in the entity. Bad bank refers to a 
financial institution that takes over bad assets of lenders 
and undertakes resolution.  
 

Ferrari picks tech executive Vigna as new CEO 
Ferrari has appointed Benedetto Vigna, an Italian 
national with extensive international experience, as its 
new chief executive effective September 1.  
 

India extends $100 mn loan to Sri Lanka 
India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement for a $100-million 
loan from the Export Import Bank of India to support the 
island nation’s efforts to expand solar power coverage  
 

Direct tax receipts jump this FY 
India’s direct tax receipts in the first two-and-a-half months 
of 2021-22 have doubled to almost ₹1.86 lakh crore from 
the comparable period last year when the national 
lockdown hit collections, the Finance Ministry said.   
 

200 IBC pleas filed since Mar. 24: IBBI 
About 200 applications for resolution of stressed assets have 
been filed under the insolvency law since the suspension of 
fresh proceedings ended on March 24, as per IBBI  
 

Cabinet approval for OFB corporatisation 
The Union Cabinet had approved a plan to corporatize the 
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), which has 41 factories, 
into seven fully government owned corporate entities on 
the lines of Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSU).   
 

Khadi Village Industries Commission (KVIC) Records 
Highest Ever Turnover in FY 2020-21 Despite Covid-
19 Pandemic 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has 
recorded its highest-ever turnover. In the year 2020-21, 
KVIC registered a gross annual turnover of 
₹95,741.74crores, as compared to ₹88,887 crores turnover 
in 2019-20, thus, registering an increase of 7.71%.   
 

Forex reserves rise USD 3.07 bn to lifetime high of 
USD 608.08 bn 
India’s foreign exchange reserves surged by USD 3.074 
billion to reach a record high of USD 608.081 billion in 
the week ended June 11, the latest data from the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) showed.  RBI says, India is 
the 5th largest reserve holding country in the world, the 
12th largest foreign holder of US treasury securities and 
the 10th largest in terms of gold reserves.   
 

RBI clears Centrum’s way for PMC Bank takeover 
Paving the way for the takeover of crisis-ridden Punjab and 
Maharashtra Cooperative Bank (PMC), the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI)  granted in-principle approval to Centrum 
Financial Services to set up a small finance bank (SFB).   
 

S&P lifts ICICI Bank’s rating outlook to stable 
S&P Global Ratings has revised the rating outlook on ICICI 
Bank Ltd. to stable from negative on grounds that the lender 
will benefit from the sale of stake in subsidiaries. The rating 
agency affirmed its ‘BBB-’ long-term and ‘A-3’ short-term 
issuer credit ratings of ICICI Bank.  
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            10 
 

PayPoint India signs pact with banks, NBFCs for 
lending services 
PayPoint India, a technology-enabled distribution network 
of financial services, signed ‘lead generation agreements’ 
with 12 financial institutions viz, Punjab National Bank, 
ICICI Bank, Deutsche Bank and Non-Banking Finance 
Companies (NBFCs) such as Bajaj Housing, Piramal 
Housing, and Hero Fincorp, among others. 
 

Carlyle arm sells 5.1% in SBI Cards for ₹4,811 crore 
Ca Rover Holdings (CARH), a subsidiary of Carlyle group 
sold its 5.1 percent stake shares in SBI Card and Payment 
Services Ltd (SBI Card) worth about ₹4,811 crore through 
open market transactions on the Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE) and National Stock Exchange (NSE). 
 

India’s unemployment rate declines to 8.7% as Covid 
restriction ease 
India’s unemployment rate declined to 8.7 per cent in the 
week ended June 13 from the monthly unemployment rate of 
14.7 per cent in May as COVID cases continue to decline.   
 

India receives USD 64 billion in FDI in 2020; 
becomes 5th largest recipient of inflows in world 
The World Investment Report 2021 by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development stated that India 
received USD 64 billion in Foreign Direct Investment in 
2020, the fifth largest recipient of inflows in the world.   
 

SBI gets board nod to raise ₹14,000 crore 
The country’s largest lender SBI said its central board 
has approved a proposal to raise up to ₹14,000 crore by 
issuing Basel-III- compliant bonds.   
 

Bharti, Tata partner for 5G network solutions 
Bharti Airtel and Tata Group  have announced a strategic 
partnership for implementing 5G network solutions for India.   
 

India attracted 38% higher FDI inflow during April, 
2021 as compared to April, 2020 
India has attracted a total Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) inflow of 6.24 billion US dollars during April, 2021 
and it is 38 per cent higher as compared to April, 2020. 
Mauritius is the top investing country with 24 per cent of 
the FDI Equity inflows. Computer Software and 
Hardware’ has emerged as the top sector during April, 
2021 with around 24 per cent share.Karnataka is the top 
recipient state during April, 2021 with 31 per cent share. 
 

Cabinet approves merger of CRWC with holding 
company Central Warehousing Corporation 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has approved the merger of Central Railside 
Warehouse Company Ltd (CRWC) with its holding 
enterprise Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC).   
 

ED transfers seized assets of over ₹9,371 crore from 
Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi & Mehul Choksi to Public 
Sector Banks 
Enforcement Directorate has transferred, attached and 
seized assets of over 9,371 crore rupees to Public 
Sector Banks who suffered loss due to the bank fraud by 
Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi. They have 
defrauded Public Sector Banks by siphoning off the 
funds through their companies which resulted in total 
loss of 22 thousand 585 crore rupees to the banks.   
 

Household savings fell to 8.2% of GDP in Q3, FY21 
The first wave of COVID-19 last year impacted 
households as their financial savings moderated to 8.2% 
of GDP in the December quarter from 10.4% in the 
previous three-month period, RBI data showed. 
 

India among the best performers in attracting FDI 
According to a report released by the UNCTAD, India is 
among the countries that have witnessed a positive 

growth rate in FDI equity inflows in 2020 as compared to 
2019. While major economies like the USA, Singapore, 
Germany, Brazil, Canada, UAE have seen a negative 
trend. India has seen a growth of 25 per cent in 2020 as 
compared to 2019.   
 

S&P cuts India’s FY22 growth forecast to 9.5% 
S&P Global Ratings cut India’s growth forecast for the 
current fiscal to 9.5%, from 11% earlier, and warned of risk to 
the outlook from further waves of the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

RBI sets rules for NBFCs to pay dividends 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued norms for 
NBFC dividend distribution to infuse greater transparency 
in the practice. The norms will be effective for dividend 
declaration from the profit for the financial year ending 
March 31, 2022. One of the criteria is the net NPA ratio 
must be lower than 6% in each of the last three years.   
 

Reliance to invest ₹75,000 crore in ‘new energy’ 
Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) announced plans to invest 
₹75,000 crore in its ‘new energy’ business. It aims to set 
up four large manufacturing units involving an investment 
of ₹60,000 crore in three years at Jamnagar, Gujarat.   
 

Policybazaar.com forays into insurance brokerage, 
opens 15 retail stores 
Leading web aggregator Policybazaar said it had 
embarked on its insurance broking journey with 15 outlets 
and aims to expand to 100 locations. Recently, IRDAI had 
approved the company’s insurance broking licence.   
 

NCAER projects India's GDP growth for 2021-22 in 
8.4-10.1% range 
The National Council of Applied Economic Research 
(NCAER) has projected India’s real GDP growth for 
2021-22 in the range of 8.4 per cent to 10.1 per cent, 
reflecting the potential impact of a third wave of Covid-19 
at the lower end. 
 

Microsoft announces Windows 11 with new user 
interface, Android apps support 
Microsoft officially launched its new Windows operating 
system ‘Windows 11’. It is being called as the “next 
generation” of Windows. The release comes nearly six 
year after the current latest Windows Operating System 
‘Windows 10’ was launched in July 2015.  
 

China is now second largest export partner of India 
China replaced the UAE as the second largest export 
destination for India in fiscal 2021, with outbound 
shipments to the neighbouring country rising 27.53% to 
$21.18 billion in the pandemic year. 
 

RBI extends restrictions on PMC Bank further till 
Dec 31 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has extended the 
restrictions imposed on Punjab and Maharashtra Co-
operative Bank (PMC Bank) until December 31, 2021. 
The central bank had placed PMC Bank under directions 
on September 23, 2019, after a multi-crore scam was 
unearthed at the co-operative bank.   
 

India's crude steel output grows 46.9 per cent to 9.2 
million tonnes in May: worldsteel 
India registered a 46.9 per cent year-on-year growth in 
its crude steel output at 9.2 million tonnes (MT) in May, 
according to worldsteel data.   
 

Covid-19 impact: Federal Bank provides about 400 
part-time jobs in Kerala 
Federal Bank  said it has provided 400-odd part-time 
jobs with a monthly salary of ₹18,000 at its branches in 
Kerala so far, in a bid to help those who lost their 
employment due to the Covid-19 pandemic.   
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PERSONS IN NEWS 

(National and International) 

Govt. unveils stimulus of ₹6.28 lakh crore 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman  announced 
a ₹6.28 lakh crore stimulus package. The package aims 
to boost Covid-affected sectors through eight measures 
proposed by the Ministry of Finance. Four of the eight 
economic relief measures announced by Sitharaman are 
new, including one specific to health infrastructure. 
 

SBI to cap free withdrawals at four from July 
State Bank of India (SBI) would levy service charge on 
cash withdrawals beyond four free transactions at its 
branches and ATMs for basic savings bank deposit 
accounts, effective July 1. The lender said it would 
collect ₹15 plus GST per cash withdrawal from its own 
ATMs and branches as well as other bank ATMs. 
 

Bharti to invest $500 mn more in OneWeb 
Bharti Enterprises will invest an additional $500 million in 
OneWeb, via its arm Bharti Global, to become the largest 
shareholder in the satellite communications company. 
 

RIL, ADNOC ally for UAE petchem unit 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) said it has 
signed an agreement with Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) 
to invest in a large petrochemical hub being set up at 
TA’ZIZ in Ruwais, Abu Dhabi. 
 
 
 
 
Kerala Man's 'The World is Going Upside Down' 
Photo Wins Top Prize 
Kerala-based Thomas Vijayan, who is now settled in 
Canada, has won the 2021 Nature TTL Photography 
Awards for his photo of an Orangutan clinging to a tree. The 
photograph is titled ‘The World is Going Upside Down’. 
 

Arunachal Pradesh's Water Burial bags best film 
National Award on environment conservation 
Arunachal Pradesh's Water Burial has won the best film 
award on environment conservation at the 67th National 
Films Awards 2021.   
 

Pulitzer Prize 2021: Megha Rajagopalan wins for 
reportage on China's detention camps for Muslims 
Megha Rajagopalan from BuzzFeed News is among two 
Indian-origin journalists who won the US top journalism 
award. The other one Tampa Bay Times’ Neil Bedi won 
the award for local reporting. 
 

Indo-American chemist Sumita Mitra honoured with 
prestigious European Inventor Award 
Indian-American chemist Sumita Mitra, the first to have 
successfully integrated nanotechnology into dental 
materials to produce stronger and more aesthetically 
pleasing fillings, has been honoured with the European 
Inventor Award 2021 in the ‘Non-European Patent Office 
countries’ category.  
 

P. Sainath selected for 2021 Fukuoka Grand Prize 
Noted journalist P. Sainath has been selected as one of 
the three recipients of the Fukuoka Prize for 2021. Mr. 
Sainath will receive the ‘Grand Prize’ of the Fukuoka 
Prize while the Academic Prize and the Prize for Arts 
and Culture will go to Kishimoto Mio of Japan and 
filmmaker Prabda Yoon of Thailand, respectively. 
 

SFL bags GM’s vendor award for eighth year 
Sundram Fasteners Ltd. (SFL) has bagged the General 
Motors’ ‘Supplier of the Year’ award for the eighth time. 
The ₹3,065-crore TVS Group company was the only 
Indian firm to bag the award.   

 
 
 
 
 

Isaac Herzog 
Israel’s Parliament elected Labour veteran Isaac Herzog as 
its 11th President. Mr. Herzog beat former headmistress 
Miriam Peretz to replace President Reuven Rivlin.  
 

RS Sodhi  
The International Dairy Federation (IDF) unanimously 
elected R S Sodhi, managing director, Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd or GCMMF to 
its board during the general assembly held on 1 June.   
 

Ranjitsinh Disale   
Ranjitsinh Disale, the first Indian teacher to receive the 
Global Teacher Award has been appointed by the World 
Bank as an Advisor to the World Bank. Disale’s work 
through the Advisory Board will impact the work World 
Bank on the ground, currently supporting over 18 million 
teachers around the world.  
 

Naftali Bennett 
Naftali Bennett was sworn-in as the new Prime Minister of 
Israel, after winning a confidence vote with the narrowest 
of margins, just 60 votes to 59. His victory ended the  
12-year power of former prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the country’s longest-serving leader.   
 

Anerood Jugnauth 
The former prime minister of Mauritius, Anerood 
Jugnauth, who is credited with steering the island 
nation’s economic transformation as its longest-serving 
leader, has died aged 91.   
 

Abdulla Shahid  
Maldives Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid was elected 
as the President of the 76th Session of the UN General 
Assembly. Mr Shahid will preside over the 76th Session 
of the UN body that will commence in September.   
 

Antonio Guterres 
The United Nations Security Council approved Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres for a second term, with conflict 
resolution set to top his agenda at the world body’s helm.   
 

Budhadeb Dasgupta  
Buddhadeb Dasgupta, one of the most original icons of 
cinema, who helped put Indian cinema on the global 
stage, passed away in Kolkata. The celebrated director 
had won National Film Award for Best Feature Film five 
times in his career. 
 

Dingko Singh  
Asian Games gold medal-winning former boxer Dingko 
Singh died after a long battle with liver cancer. Dingko 
won the Asian Games gold in 1998 and was bestowed 
the Arjuna award the same year.   
 

Mehul Choksi  
Fugitive businessman Mehul Choksi has been declared 
a prohibited immigrant by the Dominican government . 
Choksi is wanted in a 13,500-crore Rupees bank fraud 
case in India.   
 

Ashok Panagariya Dies 
Prominent neurologist and Padma Shri recipient  
Dr Ashok Panagariya died of post-Covid complications. 
He served as Head of the Department of Neurology at 
SMS Hospital. He was felicitated with Padma Shri.  
 

Siddalingaiah  
Noted Kannada poet, playwright and Dalit activist, 
Siddalingaiah has passed away, due to Covid-19 related 
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ailments. He was one of Karnataka’s first prominent Dalit 
poets, and was popularly known as “Dalita Kavi  
 

Radha Mohan 
Padma Shri winning noted Economist and Environmentalist, 
Prof Radhamohan Ji has passed away. He was the former 
information commissioner of Odisha and had also served as 
a lecturer of Economics in different colleges in Odisha.   
 

Surat Singh Mathur  
India's 1951 Asian Games marathon bronze medal 
winner and 1952 Olympian Surat Singh Mathur has died 
of Covid-19. 
 

Nirmal Kaur 
Nirmal Kaur, wife of sprint legend Milkha Singh and 
former captain of the Indian volleyball team, passed 
away at a Mohali hospital due to complications from the 
COVID-19 infection. 
 

Zion-a Chana, 
Zion-a Chana, patriarch of a Christian cult who held the 
world record for being the head of the “world’s largest 
family”, passed away at a private hospital at Aizawl in 
Mizoram. He was 76. 
 

Sanchari Vijay  
National-award winning actor ‘Sanchari’ Vijay,passed away at 
a private hospital in Bengaluru. The actor, who is best known 
for his award-winning role in the film ‘Naanu Avanalla Avalu’. 
 

Karim Khan  
British lawyer Karim Khan was sworn in as the new chief 
prosecutor for the International Criminal Court(ICC). 
Khan has years of experience in international courts as a 
prosecutor, investigator and defense attorney.   
 

B. Vijayakrishna 
Former Karnataka all-rounder B. Vijayakrishna passed 
away following a cardiac arrest. He was 71. A left-arm 
spinner and southpaw batsman, Vijayakrishna was part 
of the Karnataka team that won three Ranji Trophy titles 
— 1973-74, 1977-78 and 1982-83. 
 

Satya Nadella 
Microsoft’s India-born CEO Satya Nadella has been 
appointed as the technology giant’s new chairman, an 
additional role in which he will lead the work to set the 
agenda for the board. For the first time in two decades the 
Microsoft CEO and chairman will be the same person. 
 

Kenneth Kaunda 
Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia's first president and one of the 
last of the generation of African leaders who fought 
colonialism, has died aged 97.   
 

Ebrahim Raisi 
Ebrahim Raisi, a hardline judge under US sanctions for 
human rights abuses, secured a landslide victory in 
Iran's presidential election. 
 

Milkha Singh  
Legendary Indian sprinter Padma Shri Milkha Singh, who 
is popularly known as ‘Flying Sikh’ in the athletic field, 
passed away at the age of 91 in Chandigarh. He has won 
four Asian Golds and he also won India’s first-ever Track 
and Field Commonwealth Games Gold in the 400 meters 
race at the Commonwealth Games held in 1958 in Cardiff. 
 

Nikol Pashinyan  
Armenia’s acting Prime Minister, Nikol Pashinyan, and 
his Civil Contract Party won a parliamentary election with 
53.92 per cent votes.   
 

John McAfee  
US technology entrepreneur John McAfee died by hanging 
in his prison cell after the Spanish high court authorised his 
extradition to the US. McAfee was a pioneer of antivirus 
software and indicted in Tennessee on tax evasion charges. 
 

Derek Chauvin 
In US, Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin has 
been sentenced to 22.5 years in prison for the murder of 
George Floyd during an arrest in May 2020.   
 

 
 
 

Sanjeet wins 91kg gold 
Sanjeet shocked Rio Olympics silver medallist Vassiliy Levit 
to win the 91kg title in the Asian boxing championships.   
 

Brazil set to host Copa America 
The South American Football Confederation (CONMEBOL) 
said it would move next month’s Copa America to Brazil, 
after original host nation Argentina pulled out at the last 
minute due to a surge in COVID-19 cases.   
 

Osaka withdraws from French Open 
World No. 2 Naomi Osaka announced her withdrawal 
from the French Open. The decision comes in the wake 
of the Grand Slam Board threatening to default her if she 
continued to dodge her media responsibilities. 
 

Marin pulls out of Tokyo Olympics 
Defending champion Carolina Marin, pulled out of the Tokyo 
Olympics after suffering an Anterior Cruciate Ligament 
(ACL) tear in her left knee that will require a surgery to heal.   
 

WT20 rankings: Shafali keeps top spot 
Indian women opener Shafali Verma, with 776 points, 
maintained pole position among T20 batters. 
 

FIH world rankings: Indian men’s team maintain 4th 
position, women’s team hold on to 9th 

In Hockey, Indian men’s team maintained their fourth 
position while women’s team held to ninth position in the 
latest International Hockey Federation world rankings. 
Belgium, the reigning world and European champions, 
lead the table,   
 

Conway joins Test debut 200-club 
New Zealand opener Devon Conway made exactly 200 on 
Test debut before he was the last man out in a first innings 
total of 378 on the second day of the series opener 
against England at Lord’s. Conway was only the seventh 
batsman to make a double hundred on Test debut. 
 

Tech Mahindra and FIDE sign MoU for Global Chess 
League 
The International Chess Federation (FIDE) and Tech 
Mahindra have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to create the Global Chess league.  
 

The competition will be established as a first-of-its-kind 
“phygital” (physical and digital) league.  
 

Sergio Perez wins incident-filled Azerbaijan GP 
Sergio Perez won the Azerbaijan Grand Prix in a two-lap 
shootout after championship leader Max Verstappen crashed 
while leading with a tyre failure and Lewis Hamilton went off 
course trying to seize the win on the standing restart.  
 

Srabani Nanda is fastest Indian this year 
Srabani Nanda, currently the most active Indian athlete in 
the world, has emerged as the fastest Indian woman this 
year. She clocked a personal best 11.36s for 100m race. 
 

India’s Tokyo-bound wrestler Sumit Malik fails dope test 
Freestyle wrestler Sumit Malik’s failing a dope test has 
come as a double whammy for the Wrestling Federation 
of India ahead of Tokyo Olympics.   
 

Virendra Nanavati elected as FINA Bureau member 
India's Virendra Nanavati was elected as a member of 
International Swimming Federation (FINA) Bureau at the 
world body's General Congress held in Doha in Qatar. 
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Brisbane tipped to host 2032 Olympics 
Brisbane could be officially named host of the 2032 
Olympics when the IOC meets in Tokyo next month.   
 

Central Athlete Injury Management System launched 
for training of athletes for 2024 Olympics 
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has 
launched the Central Athlete Injury Management System 
(CAIMS) for streamlining the sports medicine and 
rehabilitation support offered to the athletes. It aims to 
provide the best of sports injury management support 
nearest to the athlete’s geographical location.   
 

French Open Tennis: Novak Djokovic beat Rafael 
Nadal to reach Men's Singles final 
In French Open Tennis, Novak Djokovic beat Rafael Nadal 
to reach Men's Singles final. Novak Djkovic stuns Nadal 3-6, 
6-3, 7-6, 6-2 to enter his sixth French Open final.   
 

Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu qualifies for Tokyo 
Olympics in women’s 49-kg category 
India’s Mirabai Chanu, the 2017 world champion in 
weightlifting, has qualified for the Tokyo Olympics in the 
women's 49-kg category.   
 

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat wins gold in women's 53 kg 
freestyle at Poland Ranking Series 
Tokyo Olympic Games bound wrestler Vinesh Phogat 
won the women's 53kg freestyle gold with an 8-0 win 
over Khrystyna Bereza of Ukraine at the Poland Ranking 
Series in Warsaw.  
 

Novak Djokovic  wins French Open, claims 19th 
Grand Slam title 
Novak Djokovic came all the way back after dropping the 
first two sets to beat Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-7(6), 2-6, 6-3, 
6-2, 6-4 at the Roland-Garros final Sunday for his 19th 
Grand Slam title.  While, the Women’s title was won by 
Czech Republic player Barbora Krejcikova. 
 

New Zealand thrashes England, clinches series 
New Zealand overpowered England by eight wickets in 
the second Test at Edgbaston as it sealed a 1-0 series 
win with more than a day to spare.   
 

Vinoo Mankad inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame 
Former India all-rounder Vinoo Mankad was among 10 
cricket icons inducted to the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) Hall Of Fame. Mankad, one of India’s greatest all-
rounders, played 44 Tests.   
 

Gritty Gukesh wins Gelfand Challenge 
D. Gukesh sensationally won the $15,000 Gelfand 
Challenge chess title and with it, a ‘wild card’ for the elite 
Meltwaters Champions Chess Tour.   
 

Mushfiqur, Bryce best of the month 
Former Bangladesh captain Mushfiqur Rahim and Scottish 
all-rounder Kathryn Bryce were adjudged the ICC Players-
of-the-Month for May in the men’s and women’s 
categories respectively.   
 

Badminton: Malvika triumphs 
India’s Malvika Bansod defeated Rachael Darragh of Ireland 
in straight games to clinch the women’s singles crown at the 
RSL Lithuanian International badminton tournament.   
 

Olympians could be kicked out of Japan for violating 
COVID-19 rules 
According to a rule book released, foreign athletes competing 
at this summer’s Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics could be 
kicked out of Japan if they violate regulations aimed at 
preventing the spread of coronavirus infections. 
 

Nadal pulls out of Wimbledon, Olympics 
Rafael Nadal pulled out of Wimbledon and the Tokyo 
Olympics in a bid to prolong his career. 
 

IOA signs MPL as principal sponsor for Olympics 
The Indian Olympic Association announced an ₹8 crore 
sponsorship deal with MPL Sports Foundation till the end 
of 2022 and covering major events in the period.   
 

India’s Shefali Verma becomes youngest woman to 
score twin half-centuries in debut Test 
India’s 17-year-old Shafali Verma became the youngest 
woman and the fourth overall, to score twin half-
centuries in her debut Test. After scoring 96 in the first 
knock, Shafali was unbeaten on 55 in the second essay 
when play was halted due to rain 
 

Kevin O’Brien announces retirement from ODI cricket 
Ireland all-rounder Kevin O’Brien has announced his 
retirement from one-day internationals. He won 153 caps 
in the 50-over format, scoring over 3,000 runs and taking 
a national record 114 wickets in the format with his lively 
medium pace. 
 

Sneh Rana and Taniya Bhatia take India to draw in 
one-off women's Test Cricket against England 
A gritty unbeaten 80 by debutant Sneh Rana and her 
unfinished 104-run partnership for the ninth wicket with 
Taniya Bhatia 44 not out, India stole a draw in the one-
off women's Test against England at the County Ground 
in Bristol, UK.  
 

BCCI lends support to India’s Olympic campaign 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) had approved 
upto ₹10 crore as support for India’s Olympic campaign.   
 

Tajinderpal Singh Toor qualifies for Tokyo Games in 
shot-put 
India’s Tajinderpal Singh Toor, the reigning Asian Games 
champion in men’s shot-put, has qualified for Tokyo 
Games with an Asian record throw of 21.49 metres in the 
Indian Grand Prix IV in Patiala.   
 

Maharaj hat-trick sends Windies hurtling to defeat 
Keshav Maharaj became just the second South African 
to take a hat-trick in Test cricket and the team registered 
a 2-0 series victory as West Indies was shot out for 165 
in the second session on day four of the second Test. 
 

Rani to lead women’s hockey team 
India named striker Rani Rampal as skipper and Deep 
Grace Ekka and Savita as two vice-captains of the national 
women’s hockey team for the upcoming Tokyo Olympics.   
 

Up to 10,000 Japanese fans to be permitted at Tokyo 
2020 Olympic venues 
Up to 10,000 Japanese fans will be permitted at Tokyo 2020 
Olympic venues. Overseas spectators are already banned 
but organisers said domestic fans could attend providing 
crowds did not exceed 50 per cent of a venue’s capacity.   
 

Lahiri qualifies for Olympics 
Anirban Lahiri is the only Indian to find a place in the 
men’s 60-player Final Olympic Golf Rankings. Lahiri just 
about made the ‘cut’ after being the 60th player on the list. 
 

Kiwis crowned first World Test champion 
New Zealand registered the biggest triumph in its cricket 
history as it beat India by eight wickets in the final of the 
inaugural World Test Championship (WTC).   
 

Jadeja becomes No. 1 Test all-rounder 
India’s Ravindra Jadeja dislodged West Indian Jason Holder 
as the world’s top all-rounder in the latest ICC Test rankings.   
 

Manpreet Singh named captain of men’s hockey 
team for Olympics 
Hockey India has named midfielder Manpreet Singh as 
captain of the 16-member Olympic-bound men’s hockey 
team, while experienced defenders, Birendra Lakra and 
Harmanpreet Singh, were named vice-captains.   
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MISCELLANEOUS 

India’s official Olympic theme song launched 
India’s “Official Olympic Theme Song” was launched 
ahead of the Summer Games in July-August. Mohit 
Chauhan has composed and sung the song titled 
“Lakshya Tera Samne Hai”.   
 

Mane to join Lahiri in Tokyo 
Indian golfer Udayan Mane is all set to make the cut for 
the Tokyo Games as the withdrawal of Argentine 
Emiliano Grillo will push him inside the playing field.   
 

Women’s team wins air pistol bronze 
The women’s air pistol team of Yashaswini Singh 
Deswal, Manu Bhaker and Rahi Sarnobat won the 
bronze in the team championship, as it beat Hungary  
16-12 in the shooting World Cup.    
 

Cricket: England seals series 
England recovered from 36-4 to beat Sri Lanka by five 
wickets in the second Twenty20 and win the series with 
a game to spare.   
 

T20 WC likely in UAE from Oct. 17 
The 2021 men’s T20 World Cup is slated to start from 
October 17 in the UAE, two days after the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) final.  
 

Punjab's Gurindervir Singh shatters 100m meet 
record in Inter-State Athletics 
Punjab's Gurindervir Singh won the men's 100 metres 
dash with a meet record of 10.27 seconds at the 
National Inter-State Athletics Championships in Patiala.   
 

Ace javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra bags bronze 
medal at Kuortane Games in Finland 
Ace javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra clinched the bronze 
medal at the Kuortane Games in Finland.   
Neeraj Chopra threw his javelin at the 86.79m mark.   
 

Sajan Prakash becomes first Indian swimmer to 
qualify for Tokyo Olympics 
Sajan Prakash has become the first Indian swimmer to 
qualify for the upcoming Tokyo Olympics. Sajan achieved 
the feat as he clocked 1 minute 56.38 seconds in the 
men's 200m butterfly at the Sette Colli Trophy in Rome.   
 

Archery: Deepika the star in India’s gold rush 
Archer Deepika Kumari helped India claim three recurve 
gold medals in the Archery World Cup Stage-3. Due to 
Deepika’s consistent efforts, India took the top honour in 
women’s team, mixed team and women’s individual events.   
 

Max Verstappen moves 18 clear of Hamilton after 
Styrian Grand Prix win 
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen won the Styrian Grand Prix by a 
massive margin on Sunday to power 18 points clear of 
Lewis Hamilton in the Formula One championship battle.   
 

Rahi strikes gold with a superb display 
Asian Games gold medallist Rahi Sarnobat unleashed 
her best performance to outclass a strong field and win 
the 25-metre sports pistol gold with a thumping margin in 
the shooting World Cup .   
 

T20 WC in UAE and Oman, confirms BCCI 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
decided to host the T20 World Cup in October-
November in the UAE and Oman.   
 

Deepika ranked No.1 after Paris exploits 
Ace archer Deepika Kumari, who won three gold medals 
in the World Cup Stage-3 in Paris, jumped to the number 
one spot in recurve women’s individual world rankings. 
 

Chess: Sensational display by Arjun 
With a stupendous display of grit and focus, Arjun Erigaisi 
made history in the Meltwater Champions Chess Tour by 
becoming the first Indian to gatecrash into the quarterfinals 
of the Goldmoney Asian Rapid online chess tournament.   
 

FIG confirms Pranati’s Olympic quota place 
The International Gymnastics Federation (FIG) has 
confirmed Indian gymnast Pranati Nayak’s qualification 
for the Tokyo Olympics.   
 

Aditi qualifies for Tokyo 
Golfer Aditi Ashok booked her spot in the Tokyo 
Olympics. Aditi sealed her second consecutive Olympic 
appearance by qualifying in 45th place in the women’s 
final Olympic golf rankings. 
 

 
 
 

NASA announces two new missions to Venus 
Nasa has announced that it is sending two new missions 
to Venus in order to examine the planet's atmosphere 
and geological features. The missions, which have each 
been awarded $500m (£352m) in funding, are due to 
launch between 2028 and 2030.   
 

Britain hosted Health Ministers from G7 countries in 
Oxford for two-day summit 
Britain hosted the Health Ministers from the Group of 
Seven (G7) countries in Oxford for a two-day summit. A 
G7 report on progress in efforts to improve health in 
developing countries will also be published.   
 

US President bans American entities from investing 
in Chinese defense, tech companies 
US President Joe Biden has signed an executive order 
that bans US entities from investing in many Chinese 
companies with alleged ties to defense or surveillance 
technology sectors.   
 

IISc Bangalore ranked world's top research institute  
The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore is the 
world's top research university as per the citations per 
faculty indicator, the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World 
University Rankings 2022 has revealed. It has achieved 
the distinction with a perfect 100/100 score on Citations 
per Faculty (CPF), which is a measure of research impact.   
 

US President Joe Biden revokes ban on Chinese 
apps TikTok, WeChat 
President Joe Biden has revoked an executive order 
from his predecessor Donald Trump banning Chinese 
apps TikTok and WeChat in the US.   
 

Sunita Narain appointed to climate action group 
Swedish Minister for International Development 
Cooperation Per Olsson Fridh appointed Sunita Narain – 
Environmentalist to an international advisory group for 
action on environment, climate and biodiversity launched 
in connection with World Environment Day. 
 

US Pentagon announces 150 million USD in military 
assistance for Ukraine 
The US Pentagon announced a new package of  
150 million US Dollars in military assistance for Ukraine 
that will include counter-artillery radar, electronic warfare 
equipment and counter-drone technology.   
 

UNDP lauds Aspirational Districts Programme as  
a very successful model of local area development 
United Nations Development Programme India has lauded 
the Aspirational Districts Programme as a very successful 
model of local area development. It said, this programme 
should serve as a best practice for several other countries 
where regional disparities in development status persist 
for many reasons. 
 

Kenya receives 750 M loan from World Bank to help 
recovery from COVID-19 effects 
Kenya has received a 750-million US Dollar loan from 
the World Bank to support its budget and help the East 
African economy recover from the effects of the  
COVID-19 pandemic.   
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Nigerian Govt creates its account on Indian 
microblogging platform ‘Koo’ 
The Nigerian Government created its account on Indian 
microblogging platform Koo, days after the African 
country banned Twitter. 
 

Swiss Voters Reject Proposal to Ban Synthetic 
Pesticides 
Voters in Switzerland overwhelmingly rejected a 
measure that would have banned the use of artificial 
pesticides in Switzerland, preventing their use in farms 
and gardens, and prohibited the import of produce and 
products made using them.   
 

India emerges as 14th most charitable country in the 
World 
World Giving Index 2021 report says, India is 14th most 
charitable country. Released by the Charities Aid 
Foundation’s (CAF), this year’s survey highlights the 
impact of lockdowns on charitable giving. 
 

India Ranks 135 in Global Peace Index 2021; Iceland 
Tops 
India has moved up two places to rank 135 among 163 
countries on the Global Peace Index (GPI) 2021. While 
Iceland remains the most peaceful nation in the world, a 
position it has held since 2008. Afghanistan is the world’s 
least peaceful country for the fourth consecutive year. 
 

India maintains 43rd rank on IMD's World 
Competitiveness Index 
India maintained 43rd rank on an annual World 
Competitiveness Index compiled by the Institute for 
Management Development (IMD). The 64-nation list was 
led by Switzerland, while Sweden has moved up to the 
second position (from sixth last year). 
 

China launches Shenzhou-12 shuttle carrying three 
astronauts, first crew to new space station 
China launched three astronauts as its first crew to its 
new Tiangong space station, the country's first manned 
spaceflight in nearly five years 
 

ADB approves USD 250 million loan to improve 
inclusiveness in Social development programmes in 
Bangladesh 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) had approved a 
USD 250 million loan to Bangladesh to help finance 
reforms. It is aimed at improving the inclusiveness and 
responsiveness of the country’s social development and 
resilience program.   
 

Forced displacement hit new high in 2020 despite 
fewer routes to safety: UNHCR 
The number of people forcibly displaced by conflict, 
violence, persecution and human rights abuses rose for 
the ninth year in a row in 2020 to reach 82.4 million, 
according to the latest Global Trends report released by 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency.   
 

India to play a key role as a Global Champion for 
Energy Transition 
India is set to play a key role as Global Champions for 
the UN High-level Dialogue on Energy, a summit-level 
meeting to take place in September 2021.   
 

UNESCO says, Great Barrier Reef should be put on 
list of World Heritage Sites 
The Great Barrier Reef should be put on a list of World 
Heritage Sites that are in danger due to damage caused 
by climate change, says UNESCO.   
 

Indian naval ships participate in passage exercise 
with US Navy 
Indian Naval Ships Kochi and Teg along with P8I and 
MiG 29K aircraft are participating in a Passage Exercise 

with US Navy Carrier Strike Group Ronald Reagan 
during its transit through Indian Ocean Region. 
 

Bangladesh scraps 10 coal based power plants 
The government of Bangladesh has decided to scrap the 
approval for ten coal based power plants in the country 
as the construction progress on those plants were not 
satisfactory, said the State Minister for Power.   
 

World Environment Day being celebrated across 
world on June 5 
World Environment Day is being Celebrated across the 
globe on June 5. The theme of this year’s World 
Environment Day is ‘’Ecosystem Restoration’’.   
 

UN Russian Language Day: 06 June 
The UN Russian Language Day is observed annually on 
06 June. It is one of the six official languages used by 
the United Nations throughout the Organization.   
 

World Food Safety Day: 7th June 
World Food Safety Day is observed on 7th June globally. This 
year’s theme is “Safe food today for a healthy tomorrow”. 
 

World Oceans Day: 8 June 
World Ocean Day is observed globally on 8th June every 
year. The theme for World Oceans Day 2021 is “The 
Ocean: Life and Livelihoods”. 
 

World Day Against Child Labour: June 12 
World Day Against Child Labour is observed on June 12 
every year. The theme of this year's World Day Against 
Child Labour is: ‘Act now: end child labour.’ 
 

World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 
being observed on June 17 
The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is 
observed each year on June 17. This year’s theme is 
“Restoration.Land.Recovery.  
 

International Day for the Elimination of Sexual 
Violence in Conflict 2021: June 19 
The United Nations (UN)’s International Day for the 
Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict is annually 
observed across the globe on 19th June to create 
awareness about the needs to end the conflict-related 
sexual violence, to honour the victims and survivors of 
sexual violence around the world. 
 

World Refugee Day: June 20 
World Refugee Day being observed on June 20th every 
year.The United Nations designated the day to celebrate 
the strength and courage of people forced to flee their 
homes and countries to escape conflict or persecution. 
 

International Day of Yoga to be observed worldwide 
on June 21 
International Day of Yoga will be observed worldwide on 
21st of June. The theme for this year is Yoga for Wellbeing. 
 

International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking: 26th June 
International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking observed on 26 June every year.   
 

“Share Facts On Drugs, Save Lives” is the theme of the 2021.  
 

International Day in Support of Victims of Torture: 
26th June 
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture is 
observed on 26th June every year. This day is observed 
by the United Nations to raise awareness among the 
people about human torture that it is not only 
unacceptable but it is also a crime. 
 

 


