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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE (OCTOBER 2021) 
 
 
 
 

Pandora Papers expose top world leaders 
More than a dozen heads of state and government, 
including the King of Jordan and the Czech Prime 
Minister, have hidden millions in offshore tax havens, 
according to an investigation published by the ICIJ 
media consortium through  the Pandora papers. 
 

Iraq held parliamentary elections on October 10 
Iraq held parliamentary elections on October 10, a year early 
to appease an anti-government protest movement, in a 
nation that remains mired in corruption and economic crisis. 
 

WHO recommends first anti-malarial vaccine 
In a landmark announcement, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has recommended the use of  
the first-ever malaria vaccine RTS,S/AS01 malaria or 
Mosquirix for children. This vaccine was developed by 
British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK).  
 

Bhutan, China sign MoU for 3-step process to 
expedite boundary talks 
China and Bhutan signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on a Three-Step Roadmap to help 
speed up boundary talks that have been delayed. 
 

China orders increase in coal production to tackle 
power crisis, resorts to hike in power tariffs 
The Chinese government has ordered the coal 
producing regions to act immediately to expand their 
annual production capacity as China battles its worst 
power crunch and coal shortage in years amid all the 
efforts to tackle the climate crisis. 
 

South Korea’s ruling party selects Lee Jae-myung as 
its candidate for Presidential Election 
South Korea’s ruling Democratic Party has selected  
the governor of Gyeonggi Province, Lee Jae-myung, as 
its candidate for the Presidential Election next March.   
 

Iran makes 20% more enriched uranium 
Iran has amassed more than 120kg of 20% enriched 
uranium, well above the level agreed to in the 2015 deal 
with world powers, the head of the country’s atomic 
energy agency has told. 
 

U.S. to provide aid to Afghanistan, say Taliban 
The U.S. has agreed to provide humanitarian aid to  
a desperately poor Afghanistan on the brink of an 
economic disaster, while refusing to give political 
recognition to the country's new Taliban rulers.   
 

Tunisia gets a new government, with record number 
of women 
Tunisia got a new government after more than two months 
without one, with the Prime Minister Najla Bouden naming 
her Cabinet, including a record number of women.   
 

China launches biodiversity fund 
Chinese President Xi Jinping announced the launch of a  
1.5 billion yuan ($232.47 million) fund to support biodiversity 
protection in developing countries, as talks continue on  
a new post-2020 global pact to tackle species loss. 
 

France unveils $35 bn revival plan 
French President Emmanuel Macron  has unveiled  
a five-year, €30 billion ($35 billion) investment plan for 

developing innovative technology and industrial activity, 
including building small nuclear reactors, electric cars 
and greener airplanes. 
 

Brazil leader accused of "crimes against humanity" 
for Amazon deforestation 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro was accused  of 
"crimes against humanity" at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) for his alleged role in the destruction of the 
Amazon, the first case seeking to explicitly link 
deforestation to loss of life. 
 

WHO forms scientific advisory group to identify 
Covid-19 origin, other future outbreaks 
World Health Organization (WHO) has announced the 
establishment of a scientific advisory group to identify 
the origin of COVID-19 and other future outbreaks. The 
WHO’s Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins on 
Novel Pathogens, or SAGO, will include 26 scientists 
from the US, China and about two dozen other countries. 
 

US to reopen its borders with Mexico & Canada  
The US has said it will reopen its borders with Mexico and 
Canada to fully vaccinated travellers from November. 
 

Lower House of Japan’s Diet dissolved for general 
election 
The Lower House of Japan’s Diet has been dissolved for 
general election, which is expected for October 31  
 

India re-elected to UNHRC for record 6th term with 
overwhelming majority 
India has been re-elected to the UN Human Rights 
Council for a record 6th term with an overwhelming 
majority. 
 

China tests new space capability with hypersonic missile 
China has tested a new space capability with a 
hypersonic missile. The hypersonic glide vehicle was 
carried by a Long March rocket. 
 

Myanmar to free 5,000 protesters 
Myanmar’s junta chief announced the release of more 
than 5,000 people jailed for protesting against a 
February coup, days after a regional bloc ASEAN 
delivered a major snub to the military regime. 
 

North Korea fires suspected submarine-launched 
missile into waters off Japan 
North Korea has fired a suspected submarine-launched 
ballistic missile into waters off the coast of Japan, South 
Korea's military has said. 
 

Israel clears residency for Palestinians 
Israel granted approval for 4,000 Palestinians to register 
as residents of the West Bank, the first such move in the 
Israeli-occupied territory in 12 years. 
 

U.S. plans to give jabs to children 
In a step to extend the reach of its Covid-19 vaccination 
drive, the Biden administration has revealed plans to roll 
out COVID-19 vaccines for children aged 5 to 11. 
 

Mauritius exits FATF grey list, Pakistan remains on 
the list 
Mauritius has been taken off the grey list by the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) but it has retained Pakistan in 
the grey list  
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UN sets up special trust fund for 'people's economy' 
in Afghanistan 
The United Nations had set up a special trust fund to 
provide urgently needed cash directly to Afghans 
through a system tapping into donor funds frozen since 
the Taliban takeover in August. 
 

43 countries call on China at UN to respect Uighur 
rights 
Forty-three countries have called on China to “ensure full 
respect for the rule of law” for the Muslim Uighur 
community in Xinjiang, in a statement read at the United 
Nations that sparked outrage from Beijing. 
 

Sudan’s military seizes power in coup 
Sudan’s military seized power dissolving the transitional 
government hours after troops arrested the Prime 
Minister Abdalla Hamdok. 
 

World Bank suspends aid to Sudan 
The World Bank paused disbursements in all of its 
operations in Sudan and it has stopped processing any new 
operations, World Bank president David Malpass said. 
 

African Union snaps ties with Sudan until civilian 
rule returns 
The African Union had suspended Sudan until civilian rule 
in the country is restored, saying it rejected the military 
takeover as an “unconstitutional” seizure of power. 
 

India seeks vaccine loans from ADB, AIIB 
The Government of India has applied for loans from the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) to procure as 
many as 667 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

China submits new climate plan to UN 
China, by far the world’s largest polluter, renewed its 
emissions cutting plan with a promise to peak carbon 
pollution before 2030. Beijing’s new submission to the 
UN also confirmed its goal to achieve carbon neutrality 
before 2060 and slash its emissions intensity by more 
than 65%. 
 

U.N. tool to facilitate requests for e-evidence in 
counter-terror probes 
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime and the Security 
Council Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 
Directorate have launched Data Disclosure Framework, 
a tool that outlines the practices developed for 
responding to data requests from foreign criminal justice 
authorities for counter-terrorism investigations. 
 

In New Pandemic Milestone, US Clears Pfizer Shot 
For Children Aged 5-11 
The United States authorised the Pfizer Covid vaccine 
for children aged 5 to 11, paving the way for 28 million 
young Americans to soon get immunized. 
 
 
 
 
 

Vivek Ram Chaudhari takes over as IAF chief 
Vivek Ram Chaudhari took over as the chief of the 
Indian Air Force from Air Chief Marshal R.K.S. 
Bhadauria following the latter’s superannuation. 
 

Jt military exercise Surya Kiran-15 between armies 
of India & Nepal concludes 
In Uttarakhand, the joint military exercise Surya Kiran-15 
between the armies of India and Nepal ended in 
Pithoragarh. 
 

NITI Aayog launches State Nutrition Profiles for  
19 States & UTs 
NITI Aayog, in a joint effort with International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI), Indian Institute of Population 
Sciences (IIPS), UNICEF and Institute of Economic 
Growth (IEG) launched the State Nutrition Profiles for 19 
States and Union Territories. 
 

Iconic Indian superhero - Chacha Chaudhary 
declared as mascot of Namami Gange Programme 
The iconic Indian superhero - Chacha Chaudhary has been 
declared as the mascot of the Namami Gange Programme. 
 

PM launches Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and 
AMRUT 2.0 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Swachh Bharat 
Mission-Urban 2.0, to make the cities completely free of 
garbage and AMRUT 2.0 for improving sewage and septic 
management, making Indian cities water-safe cities. 
 

India, US to set-up joint working group in defence 
industrial security 
India and United States have decided to set-up a joint 
working group in defence industrial security which will 
meet periodically to align the policies and procedures 
expeditiously that will allow the defence industries to 
collaborate on cutting edge defence technologies. 
 

World's largest Khadi Tricolour unfurled in Ladakh 
on Gandhi Jayanti 
World's largest Khadi national flag was installed at Leh in 
Ladakh on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti. 
 

Government to levy fine if companies don’t comply 
with flex engine scheme: Gadkari 
Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari said that the Centre will impose a fine on vehicle 
manufacturers who fail to support the government’s 
initiative to promote flex engine vehicles. 
 

Indian Navy to host its largest exercise 
India is set to host its largest naval exercise, Ex Milan, 
early next year for which 46 countries have been invited. 
Ex Milan is being planned for February 2022 and invites 
have been sent to 46 countries. 
 

No State can deny ₹50,000 ex gratia: SC 
The Supreme Court said State Governments should not 
deny the ex-gratia compensation of ₹50,000 to the 
families of persons who died of COVID-19 merely on the 
grounds that their death certificates did not show the 
virus as the cause of death. 
 

Drone-based vaccine delivery model launched 
In a bid to improve healthcare accessibility, the central 
government launched i-Drone, a drone-based vaccine 
delivery model for Northeast states developed by Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).  
 

70% of adult population has got first dose: Centre 
Seventy per cent of India’s adult population has been 
administered the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine, Union 
Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said. According to 
officials, 25% of the adult population had got both doses 
of the vaccine.   
 

Maharashtra's Famed White Onion Gets Geographical 
Indication Tag 
The famed white onion of Alibag in Maharashtra's Raigad 
district has earned itself a 'Geographical Indication', giving 
the crop a unique identity and wider markets. 
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Palghar’s famous Wada Kolam rice gets GI tag 
A variety of rice widely grown in Wada in Palghar  
district has been given a ‘Geographical Indication’ tag.  
Wada Kolam, also known as Zini or Jhini rice, is a 
traditional variety grown in Wada tehsil of Palghar, with 
the grain being off white in colour. 
 

Health benefit package under Ayushman Bharat 
revised 
The National Health Authority (NHA), the apex body for 
implementing Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY), has revised the Health 
Benefit Package (HBP) Master under the scheme. In the 
revised version of Health Benefit Package (HBP 2.2), 
rates of some packages have been increased by 20% to 
400% under the PM-JAY.   
 

15 High Court judges transferred 
In a major shuffle, the Law Ministry has notified the 
transfers of 15 judges across 11 High Courts. The transfer 
orders, recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium 
around a fortnight ago, were out on the website of the 
Department of Justice (DoJ).   
 

Online system for aviation safety 
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has 
introduced a Web-based system for voluntary reporting 
of incidents that pose a potential threat to flight safety.   
 

Govt. offers reward for Samaritans 
Good Samaritans who rescue victims of serious road 
accidents and rush them to a hospital within the golden 
hour will now be rewarded with ₹5,000. They will also be 
eligible for a cash prize of ₹1 lakh which will be given to 
10 such Samaritans in a year.   
 

Anganwadi workers to get insurance 
The Centre extended the ambit of the health insurance 
scheme for frontline to Covid-19 workers to include 
Anganwadi workers and helpers. The insurance cover will 
be provided under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 
and will be retrospective. That is, it will apply from the date 
that the WHO declared the pandemic – in March 2020. 
 

U.P. tops list of States emitting fine particulate 
matter: study 
Uttar Pradesh is the largest emitter of PM2.5, the class 
of particulate matter considered most harmful to health, 
according to an analysis by the Council on Energy, 
Environment and Water (CEEW).   
 

PM inaugurates 35 PSA Oxygen Plants in 35 States 
and UTs 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, dedicated to the nation  
35 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) Oxygen Plants 
established under PM CARES, across 35 States and 
Union Territories, in an event held at AIIMS Rishikesh, 
Uttarakhand. 
 

India, Denmark sign 4 agreements following talks 
between PM Narendra Modi, his Danish counterpart 
India and Denmark have inked four agreements and 
decided to expand cooperation following bilateral talks 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Danish 
counterpart Mette Frederiksen in New Delhi. 
 

Railways successfully operated two long haul freight 
trains Trishul, Garuda for 1st time 
Railways has successfully operated two long haul freight 
trains Trishul and Garuda for the first time over South-
Central Railway.   
 

India, UK begin two-week military exercise in 
Uttarakhand 
The 6th Edition of India–UK Joint Company Level 
Military Training EXERCISE AJEYA WARRIOR has 
commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand.  
 

Maharashtra launches Mission Kavach Kundal 
The state government of Maharashtra has launched a 
special Covid-19 vaccination drive named as Mission 
Kavach Kundal, with the target of inoculating 15 lakh 
people everyday. 
 

PM Modi launches Indian Space Association on 
October 11 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Indian Space 
Association (ISpA). ISpA is the Premier Industry Association 
of Space and Satellite companies, which aspires to be the 
collective voice of the Indian Space industry.   
 

Govt. allows export of Sputnik Light 
The Union government has permitted the export of 
Russia’s single-dose COVID-19 vaccine Sputnik Light, 
domestically produced here, as the jab has not yet been 
approved for emergency use in India.   
 

Karuppur kalamkari paintings, Kallakurichi wood 
carvings get GI tags 
The traditional dye-painted figurative and patterned cloth 
called Karuppur kalamkari paintings and the wood carvings of 
Kallakurichi have received geographical indication (GI) tags. 
 

GI tag for Kanniyakumari clove  
The spices growers of Kanniyakumari have obtained the 
Geographical Indication Tag for the clove being grown in 
the hilly regions of the district as it is known for its rich 
aromatic oil content. 
 

Expert panel clears Covaxin for emergency use in  
2-18 age group 
Bharat Biotech’s COVID-19 vaccine Covaxin (BBV152) has 
been recommended for Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) 
for 2-18- year-olds by the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) of 
the Central Drugs Standards Control Organisation (CDSCO). 
 

Govt. nod for fertilizer subsidy 
The Centre has approved an additional fertilizer subsidy 
of ₹28,655 crore for the rabi or winter planting season, 
which runs from October 2021 to March 2022.  
 

Anticipatory bail can be set aside: SC 
The Supreme Court of India has held that a superior 
court can set aside an anticipatory bail order if there was 
enough material to suggest that factors like gravity of the 
offence and the role of the accused in the crime were not 
considered by the lower court.   
 

Govt. announces plastic waste recycling targets 
The Environment Ministry has issued draft rules that mandate 
producers of plastic packaging material to collect all of their 
produce by 2024 and ensure that a minimum percentage of it 
be recycled as well as used in subsequent supply  
 

Government lifts cap on number of flights airlines 
can operate 
Airlines will be able to operate at 100 per cent capacity 
from October 18, with the civil aviation ministry lifting all 
restrictions on domestic flight movements.   
 

PM launches GatiShakti National Master Plan to 
expedite infrastructure projects, reduce costs 
To speed up implementation of infrastructure projects 
worth ₹100 lakh crore across the country at both the 
Central and State levels and bring down logistics cost, 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the ‘PM 
GatiShakti - National Master Plan’ for multi-modal 
connectivity to economic zones with ambitious goals in the 
areas of road, railways, aviation, clean energy and digital 
connectivity. 
 

14 new judges for HCs of Telangana, Kerala and Orissa 
The Law Ministry notified the appointment of 14 new judges 
to the Telangana, Orissa and Kerala High Courts. While 
seven judges were appointed to the Telangana High Court, 
four were appointed to the Kerala High Court, and another 
three judges were appointed to the Orissa High Court. 
 

Karnataka govt signs MoU with NASSCOM to 
provide industry suited skill training to students 
The Karnataka State Higher Education Council has 
entered into an MoU with the National Association of 
Software and Service Companies, NASSCOM to provide 
industry-suited skill training to the youth.  
 

India hosts first ever SCO Seminar on Role of 
Women in Armed Forces 
India hosted the first ever SCO Seminar on Role of 
Women in Armed Forces. Secretary (West) Reenat 
Sandhu highlighted the role of India’s women military 
officers at the global level in UN peacekeeping missions. 
She said, the past decades have opened up new vistas 
for women in the Armed Forces of India. 
 

Department of Biotechnology launches country’s 
first ‘One Health’ consortium 
Department of Biotechnology has launched the country’s first 
‘One Health’ consortium. This programme envisages carrying 
out surveillance of important bacterial, viral and parasitic 
infections of zoonotic and transboundary pathogens in India.  
 

Compassion cannot be forever, says SC 
Compassion cannot continue in perpetuity, the Supreme 
Court of India said in an order holding that Kashmiri 
migrants who retired as government officers cannot stay 
in official accommodation indefinitely. 
 

MITRA SHAKTI between Indian, Sri Lanka culminates 
The 8th Edition of joint military exercise MITRA SHAKTI 
between the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army 
culminated in Ampara, Sri Lanka.  
 

Anthem on India's Covid-19 vaccination drive launched 
Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri and Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya launched the anthem on 
India’s Covid-19 vaccination. The song has been sung 
by eminent singer Kailash kher. 
 

Over 4 crore unorganised workers registered on  
e-Shram portal 
The Ministry of Labour and Employment said the number 
of registrations has crossed 4-crore mark on e-Shram 
portal in less than two months of its launch. Of these, 
around 50.02 per cent beneficiaries are female and 
49.98 per cent are male. 
 

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates 
29th Hunar Haat at Rampur in Uttar Pradesh 
Union Minister for Education and Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the 
29th Hunar Haat at Rampur in Uttar Pradesh.   
 

Trade talks between India, Israel to resume 
India and Israel agreed to resume long-pending 
negotiations on a free trade agreement, as External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar met his Israeli counterpart Yair 
Lapid in Jerusalem. 
 

J&K signs MoU with Dubai for industrial parks, IT 
towers as Modi govt pushes for development 
The Jammu and Kashmir administration has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Dubai, for 
real estate development, industrial parks, IT towers, 
multipurpose towers and more, India’s commerce 
ministry announced. 
 

Part-time employees not entitled to regularisation: SC 
The Supreme Court of India has held that part-time 
employees are not entitled to seek regularisation as they 
are not working against any sanctioned post in the 
Government. 
 

Incessant rain takes the toll to 47 in Uttarakhand 
Forty-two more people were reported killed in 
Uttarakhand’s Kumaon region as several houses 
collapsed following the incessant downpour, taking the 
toll due to rain-related incidents to 47. 
 

NITI Aayog launches Geospatial Energy Map of India 
NITI Aayog launched a Geographic Information System 
(GIS)-based Energy Map of India. NITI Aayog in 
collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has developed a comprehensive Geographic 
Information System (GIS) Energy Map of India with the 
support of Energy Ministries of Government of India. 
 

House panel to study ‘border management’ 
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs 
headed by senior Congress leader Anand Sharma has 
decided to study “border management”, which will also 
entail deliberations on the contentious extension of 
jurisdiction of the Border Security force (BSF) up to  
50 km inside the international borders in Punjab, West 
Bengal and Assam. 
 

Govt forms expert group to develop proposal for tax 
policy for tobacco products 
The Union government has constituted an expert group 
to develop a proposal for a comprehensive tax policy for 
all tobacco products. The group will analyse the existing 
tax structure for all forms of tobacco -- smoking and 
smokeless – and develop a roadmap for the tobacco tax 
policy. 
 

India crosses 100 cr COVID vaccine dose landmark 
Under the world's largest vaccination drive, as India 
touched the billion vaccination mark as on October 21, 
close to 300 million people are fully vaccinated. 
 

MP announces implementation of Mukhyamantri 
Ration Aapke Dwar Yojana 
Madhya Pradesh government has announced the 
implementation of Mukhyamantri Ration Aapke Dwar 
Yojana in the state from next month. Under the scheme, 
ration will now be transported by vehicles in those 
villages where there are no fair price shops. 
 

PM Modi inaugurates Kushinagar International 
Airport in UP 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 
Kushinagar International Airport in Uttar Pradesh. The 
airport has been built by the Airport Authority of India. 
Besides, it has the longest runway in Uttar Pradesh  
 

Air bubbles to continue for some time 
International air travel to and from the country will 
continue only under the “air bubble” arrangement for the 
foreseeable future, according to Minister for Civil 
Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia. 
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GAIL to build India's largest green hydrogen plant to 
supplement natural gas production 
State-owned GAIL (India) Ltd will build India's largest 
green hydrogen-making plant as it looks to supplement 
its natural gas business with carbon-free fuel. 
 

A book titled “The Origin Story of India’s States” by 
VS Srinivasan 
The book titled ‘The Origin Story of India’s States’ is 
written by Venkataraghavan Subha Srinivasan and 
published by Penguin Random House India (PRHI).  
 

India, UK agree to strengthen climate initiatives & 
further their green partnership 
Minister for Environment Bhupender Yadav has said that 
India and the UK have agreed to strengthen climate 
initiatives and further their green partnership. 
 

DRDO successfully flight-tests Abhyas aerial target 
vehicle from Chandipur ITR 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) successfully flight-tested Abhyas High-speed 
Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from the Integrated Test 
Range in Chandipur, off the Bay of Bengal coast in Odisha. 
 

India's first state-owned wildlife DNA lab opened in 
Maharashtra 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and state 
home minister Dilip Walse-Patil inaugurated the 
country's first state-owned Wildlife DNA testing center at 
Regional Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) in Nagpur  
 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari launches knowledge 
App, platform CUNSULT 
Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has 
launched knowledge App and platform CUNSULT. 
CUNSULT app will be a forum for mentors to share their 
life experiences. 
 

Gokhale to be new Secretary of biotechnology dept. 
The Centre has appointed Rajesh Gokhale, as Secretary 
of Department of Biotechnology (DBT). The DBT played 
a crucial role during the pandemic, particularly in the 
development of indigenous vaccines. 
 

SC sets up panel to look into Pegasus allegations 
Stressing that the power of the state to snoop in the 
name of national security into the “sacred private space” 
of individuals is not absolute, the Supreme Court of India 
has appointed an expert technical committee overseen 
by former Supreme Court judge R.V. Raveendran to 
examine allegations that the Centre used Israeli software 
Pegasus to spy on citizens. 
 

India Tests Agni-V Missile With 5,000 Km Range 
India successfully test-fired the Agni-5, a surface-to-
surface ballistic missile that can accurately strike targets 
up to 5,000 km away.  
 

L&T awarded contract for first part of new Central 
Secretariat 
The Central Public Works Department (CPWD) awarded 
its largest-ever contract at ₹3,141.99 crore, handing over 
the letter of award for construction of three buildings of 
the new Common Central Secretariat to Larsen and 
Toubro Ltd. 
 

Govt reconstitutes EAC-PM under Bibek Debroy 
The Union government reconstituted the Economic 
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM), under 
current Chairman Bibek Debroy, for a period of two years. 
 

Culture Ministry launches podcast on freedom 
movement 
Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy launched a podcast 
series on the freedom struggle as a part of the ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations of the 75th year of 
Independence next year. 
 

India, Israel to boost military cooperation 
To further advance the bilateral defence cooperation, 
India and Israel have agreed to form a task force to 
formulate a comprehensive 10-year roadmap to identify 
new areas of cooperation. 
 

DRDO, IAF jointly test long range bomb 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and the Indian Air Force (IAF) jointly flight-
tested an indigenously developed Long Range Bomb 
(LRB) from an aerial platform. 
 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana emerge toppers in 
governance performance: PAC study 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana have taken the top three 
slots, emerging winners among the 18 large states in 
governance performance, Public Affairs Centre (PAC). 
While Sikkim, Goa and Mizoram have emerged winners 
among the small states, Puducherry, Jammu & Kashmir 
and Chandigarh are the toppers among the union territories. 
 

Indian maritime security boosted as new Coast 
Guard ship gets commissioned 
The Indian Coast Guard received a shot in the arm with 
the commissioning and dedication of ICGS Sarthak-- a 
105 m long offshore patrol vessel (OPV) that was 
dedicated to the nation at the Goa Shipyard Ltd.   
 

India-US joint military exercise 'Yudh Abhyas' 
concludes in Alaska 
The 17th edition of India-US joint exercise, Ex Yudh 
Abhyas 2021 has concluded at Joint Base Elmendorf 
Richardson, Alaska. 
 

 
 
 
 

Core sector grew 11.6% in August 
India’s core sector output accelerated for a second 
straight month in August, rising 11.6%, buoyed in part by 
the year-earlier month’s 6.9% contraction. Four of the 
eight sectors registered strong double-digit growth, even 
as output of fertilizers and crude oil declined.   
 

Govt. leaves small savings rates for Q3 unchanged 
The Union government kept interest rates of small 
savings schemes -- Public Provident Fund (PPF), 
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY), others -- unchanged 
for the October-December quarter.   
 

Jio, Google develop OS for JioPhone Next 
Jio Platforms and Google have jointly developed the 
Pragati operating system for JioPhone Next, which is 
expected to be in the market around Diwali.   
 

Adani signs $700-mn deal for Lanka port 
Adani group signed a more than $700-million agreement 
with the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) and 
conglomerate John Keells Holdings, becoming the 
largest foreign investor in the island nation’s ports sector.   
 

Amish Mehta takes over as CRISIL MD, CEO 
Amish Mehta has been appointed as the new Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of 
rating agency Crisil with effect from October 01, 2021.   
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Indian Bank inks MoU with NBFCs for priority sector 
lending 
Indian Bank has entered into a memorandum of 
understanding with three leading non-banking finance 
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies 
(HFCs) for co-originate loans to the priority sectors.   
 

Crypto assets pose financial stability challenges: 
IMF report 
The rapid growth of the crypto ecosystem presents new 
opportunities, the IMF has said, but also cautioned that 
the digital currency assets pose financial stability 
challenges. Crypto asset technologies have potential as 
a tool for faster and cheaper cross-border payments. 
 

NTPC moves to raise ₹15,000 cr by listing arms 
Public sector power giant NTPC hopes to raise ₹15,000 
crore by 2024 through the listing of its three units — 
NTPC Renewable Energy, North Eastern Electric Power 
Corp (NEEPCO) and NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam. 
 

RBI supersedes boards of two debt-laden Srei 
companies 
After months of uncertainty over the debt-laden Srei 
Infrastructure Finance (SIFL) and Srei Equipment 
Finance (SEFL), the Reserve Bank of India superseded 
the boards of the Kolkata-based non-banking financial 
companies on governance concerns and defaults by  
the companies in meeting their various payment 
obligations. 
 

YES Bank advances edge up 3.6 per cent, deposits 
rise 30 per cent 
Private sector lender YES Bank posted a 3.6 per cent 
increase in its loans and advances as on September 30, 
2021, to ₹1.72 lakh crore from ₹1.66 lakh crore a year ago. 
 

CoinDCX brings in Amitabh Bachchan as brand 
ambassador 
Cryptocurrency exchange CoinDCX has brought 
onboard actor Amitabh Bachchan as its first-ever brand 
ambassador. 
 

WTO raises 2021 goods trade outlook 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) has said global 
merchandise trade volume will grow 10.8% this year, 
higher than 8% estimated in March. 
 

Moody’s upgrades India rating to ‘stable’ 
Moody's Investors Service changed its outlook on India's 
sovereign ratings to stable from negative. However, it 
retained the ratings, both on foreign and domestic 
currencies, at the lowest investment grade. 
 

Cabinet clears ₹4,445-cr. textile parks 
The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of seven 
Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM 
MITRA) Parks at an outlay of ₹4,445 crore. The mega 
parks scheme will include brownfield and greenfield 
projects, spread over five years. 
 

Moody’s raises outlook for 18 firms, banks 
Moody’s Investors Service raised the rating outlook for 
18 Indian corporates and banks, including Reliance 
Industries, Infosys, SBI and Axis Bank, to ‘stable’ from 
‘negative’.  
 

3F Oil Palm to invest ₹1,750 cr. in 2 NE States 
Integrated oil palm development firm 3F Oil Palm plans 
to invest ₹1,750 crore in oil palm cultivation in Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

CoinSwitch raises $260 mn 
Leading crypto platform CoinSwitch Kuber has raised 
over $260 million in its Series C funding round from 
Andreessen Horowitz (a16z), Coinbase Ventures and 
existing investors, and will scale its India operations, 
including hiring across verticals. 
 

Ola launches vehicle buying platform Ola Cars, 
names Arun Sirdeshmukh CEO 
Ola, India’s largest mobility platform, announced Ola 
Cars, its new vehicle commerce platform that will  
provide vehicle purchase and ownership experience  
to consumers. The company also announced the 
appointment of Arun Sirdeshmukh as chief executive 
officer of Ola Cars. 
 

Mukesh Ambani tops Forbes India rich list with $92 
billion net worth 
With a total wealth of $92 billion, Mukesh Ambani, 
Chairman of Reliance Industries, topped the rich list for 
the 14th year in a row -- adding $4 billion to his net worth 
in 2021, as per Forbes Rich List. 
 

Centre releases ₹40k cr to states/UTs to meet GST 
compensation shortfall 
The Finance Ministry released an amount of ₹40,000 crore 
to the states and UTs with legislature under the back-to-
back loan facility to meet the shortfall in GST compensation. 
 

EXIM Bank plans to raise about $1 billion through 
bonds in January 
Export and Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank) is looking 
to raise about $1 billion from the international market 
through a 10-year bond offering in January 2022 for 
predominantly its lending operations. 
 

RBI keeps repo rate unchanged at 4 pc 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)'s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) kept the repo rate unchanged at  
4 per cent and the reverse repo rate at 3.35 per cent.   
 

In its policy statement, RBI announced digital payment 
solutions in offline mode also, where internet connectivity 
is low / not available (offline mode). 
 

Also announced the enhancement of the limit of 
Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) of National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) per transaction 
from ₹2 lakh To ₹5 lakh.   
 

Another important policy decision has been taken by the 
RBI is about appointment of an internal ombudsman for 
Non Banking Financial Companies(NBFCs). 
 

Air India returns to Tatas after group puts in winning 
bid of ₹18,000 cr 
The Centre announced the sale of the national carrier Air 
India to the salt-to-software conglomerate Tata Group at 
an enterprise value of ₹18,000 crore.  
 

RBI Survey: CCI for September clocks 57.7, up from 
48.6 in July 
The consumer confidence index (CCI), based on current 
perception compared with one year ago, for September 
2021 improved to 57.7 vis-a-vis 48.6 in July 2021, as per 
Reserve Bank of India’s Consumer Confidence Survey. 
 

Centre imposes stock limits on edible oils to soften 
prices of edible oils in domestic market 
Centre has imposed stock limits on edible oils to soften 
the prices of edible oils in the domestic market.  
The Department of Food and Public Distribution has 
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imposed stock limits on edible oils and oilseeds for  
a period up to 31st March next year. 
 

Bank of Maharashtra launches digital lending 
platform for retail loans 
Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has launched a Digital 
Lending Platform which will enable its current and 
prospective customers to avail home and car loans 
through a paperless process at the convenience of their 
place and time of choice. 
 

Bank credit to grow at 7.5 - 8.0 per cent for FY’22: 
CARE Ratings 
The outlook for bank credit growth is expected to be in 
the range of 7.5 per cent to 8.0 per cent for FY22 on the 
back of a low base effect, economic expansion, 
extended Emergency Credit (ECLGS) support, and retail 
credit push, according to CARE Ratings. 
 

Indian Bank to leverage Fisdom tie-up for offering 
more wealth management products 
Indian Bank has expanded the partnership with Fisdom, 
a fintech player, by adding new digital products to widen 
the suite of wealth management products for its 
customers. 
 

IMF pegs India growth at 9.5%, 
The IMF has projected that India will grow at 9.5%  
and 8.5% this fiscal year and next, after a contraction of 
7.3% last year. It has projected global growth at 5.9% 
this year and 4.9% in 2022 in its latest World Economic 
Outlook. 
 

Tata Motors to raise $1 billion for new electric 
vehicle unit 
In a boost to its electric vehicle (EV) push, Tata Motors 
closed a deal to raise ₹7,500 crore from TPG Rise 
Climate and Abu Dhabi’s ADQ. This is the first major 
fundraising by an Indian carmaker to push clean  
mobility. 
 

Retail inflation falls to five-month low of 4.35% 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based inflation rate fell 
to a five-month low of 4.35 per cent in September, from 
5.59 per cent in the previous month.  
 

IMF Board decides not to sack its chief Kristalina 
Georgieva 
The International Monetary Fund’s Executive Board has 
backed its embattled managing director (MD), Kristalina 
Georgieva, who has faced accusations of meddling with 
figures in the World Bank’s Doing Business Report in 
2018 at China’s behest, when she was CEO of the World 
Bank. 
 

RBI grants banking licence to Unity Small Finance 
Bank 
The Reserve Bank of India granted a banking licence to 
Unity Small Finance Bank Ltd (USFBL), which was 
established jointly by the Centrum Financial Services Ltd 
(CFSL) and Resilient Innovations Private Limited 
(BharatPe), to carry on a SFB business in India. 
 

Shivalik Small Finance Bank partners with Go Digit 
Insurance 
Shivalik Small Finance Bank announced a strategic 
partnership with Bengaluru-based insurtech company, 
Go Digit General Insurance, to provide an array of 
instant, easy-to-understand insurance products through 
the bank’s network of branches across India. 
 

India’s trade with China set to exceed $100 billion in 
2021 
India’s trade with China is set to cross the $100 billion 
mark for the first time in 2021, with shipments hitting  
$90 billion after three quarters, an almost 30% jump from 
pre-pandemic levels.   
 

CarDekho becomes Jaipur’s first unicorn, raising 
$250 million funding 
CarDekho, a used car selling platform, has announced a 
$250-million round of funding, including $200 million 
Series E equity and $50 million debt, in its pre-IPO 
round. Now valued at $1.2 billion, CarDekho becomes 
the first unicorn based in Jaipur, Rajasthan. 
 

Reliance Industries tops India Inc in World's Best 
Employer rankings 2021 
Reliance Industries has topped Indian corporates in the 
World's Best Employers rankings 2021 published by 
Forbes. The global ranking was topped by South Korean 
giant Samsung Electronics,. 
 

UCO Bank chief A K Goel is new IBA chairman, 
succeeds Union Bank MD 
A K Goel, managing director and chief executive (MD & 
CEO), UCO Bank is new chairman of banking industry 
lobby group Indian Bank's Association for 2021-22. 
 

ADB to increase climate finance to US$100 billion 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is aiming to deliver 
$100 billion in climate financing to its developing 
member countries (DMCs) from 2019 to 2030.   
 

RBI approves appointment of Pradeep Kumar Panja 
as Chairman of Karnataka Bank 
Karnataka Bank Ltd has received approval from the 
Reserve Bank of India to appoint Pradeep Kumar Panja, 
an Independent Director of the bank, as part-time  
non-executive Chairman with effect from November 14, 
for a period of three years.   
 

Forex reserves increase by $2.039 billion to  
$639.516 billion 
The country's foreign exchange reserves rose by USD 
2.039 billion to USD 639.516 billion in the week ended 
October 8, according to RBI data. 
 

Outward remittances under LRS rose 31% 
Outward remittances under the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) for individuals rose about 31 per cent 
year-on-year (yoy) in July 2021 to $1.31 billion. 
 

HDFC Bank Q2 net up 17.6% on robust interest 
income 
HDFC Bank’s standalone net profit increased  
17.6 per cent in the second quarter of the current fiscal 
supported by a robust growth in net interest income. For 
the quarter ended September 30, the bank reported net 
profit of ₹8,834.3 crore against ₹7,513.11 crore in the 
corresponding quarter last fiscal. 
 

Bank of India announce rate cut on home loan, 
vehicle loan interest rates 
Bank of India (BoI) announced a 35 basis points (bps) 
reduction in home loan interest rate and a 50 bps reduction 
in vehicle loan interest rate. The new interest rates are 
effective from October 18, 2021 till December 31, 2021  
 

BoB launches centralised agri-loans processing units 
Bank of Baroda (BoB) has launched centralised agri-
loans processing units across 16 Zonal Offices.   
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India start-ups raised $11 bn. in July-Sept 
Indian start-ups received a record funding of $10.9 billion 
across 347 deals in the third quarter of 2021, according 
to a PwC India report. This is twice the amount of 
funding received in Q3 of the calendar year 2020 and an 
approximate increase of 41% compared to the second 
quarter of 2021. 
 

Nabard arm, Govt sign Trust deed to promote farmer 
produce organisations 
Nabard said a ₹ 1,000-crore dedicated fund for providing 
credit guarantees to 10,000 farmer produce organisations 
(FPOs) will be housed in “Credit Guarantee Fund Trust  
for FPOs” (CGFTFPO) under the trusteeship of 
NABSanrakshan Trustee Private Limited (NTPL). 
 

Kerala Bank targets NRI deposits, seeks RBI nod 
The Kerala Bank has applied for permission from  
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for receiving deposits 
from NRIs, targetting about ₹1,50,000 crore that reaches  
the State’s commercial banks. 
 

Bharti offers ‘IQ Video’ as service to tap OTT players 
Bharti Airtel unveiled its video platform ‘Airtel IQ Video’ 
as a service offering as the telco looks to cash in on the 
over-the-top (OTT) video market in the country. 
 

Moody’s raises banking system outlook to ‘stable’ 
Moody’s Investors Service raised the outlook for the 
Indian banking system to ‘stable’ from ‘negative’ citing 
moderate deterioration of asset quality since the onset of 
the pandemic and a likely pick-up in credit growth with 
economic recovery. 
 

Gross NPAs of banks to rise to 8-9% from 7.5%: 
Crisil 
Gross non-performing assets (NPAs) of banks are expected 
to rise to 8-9% this fiscal from 7.5% as on March 31,  
but they would still remain below the peak of 11.2% seen at 
the end of fiscal 2018, Crisil Ratings said in a report. 
 

CoinDCX launches crypto trading facility for 
institutional investors 
Crypto exchange CoinDCX launched its over-the-counter 
(OTC) Desk facility aimed at letting institutional investors 
trade in cryptocurrencies. 
 

A Balasubramanian is Amfi’s new chairman 
A Balasubramanian, MD and CEO, Aditya Birla Sunlife 
AMC has been appointed as the chairman of Association 
of Mutual Funds (Amfi). 
 

Best Global Brands 2021: Apple retains top spot, 
Tesla highest gainer 
Apple, valued at $408,251 million, retained its first spot 
for the ninth consecutive year in Interbrand’s list of the 
best global brands for 2021. However, it was Tesla that 
was the highest gainer with a 184 per cent increase in 
value to rest at $36,270 million and the 14th spot. 
 

CDC invests $70 million in climate fund 
The CDC Group, Britain’s official development finance 
institution and impact investor, has invested $70 million 
in the Green Growth Equity Fund (GGEF), India’s first 
dedicated climate change fund. 
 

Federal Bank Q2 consolidated net profit jumps 55 pc 
to ₹488 cr 
Private sector lender Federal Bank reported an almost 
55% jump in consolidated net profit to ₹488 crore for the 
second quarter of this fiscal ended September 30. 
 

IIFCL gets Reserve Bank's approval to finance InVITs 
State-owned India Infrastructure Finance Co. Ltd. (IIFCL) 
is set to finance infrastructure investment trusts (InVITs), 
adding a new funding avenue for infrastructure projects.  
 

Yes Bank net rises 74% on lower slippage 
Yes Bank reported a profit after tax of ₹225 crore for the 
quarter ended September, an increase of 74.3% from a 
year earlier, mainly due to lower provisioning 
requirements. 
 

HDFC Bank, Mastercard, USAID and DFC Launch 
$100 Million Credit Facility 
HDFC Bank, Mastercard, U.S. International 
Development Finance Corporation (DFC), and U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) launched 
a $100 million credit facility to promote and encourage 
small businesses in India to digitize with an emphasis on 
supporting women-led businesses. 
 

Invest India Elected As The President Of WAIPA 
Invest India has been unanimously elected as the 
President of the World Association of Investment 
Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) for 2021-2023. 
 

RBI extends Basel-III Capital framework to AIFIs 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to extend 
Basel-III Capital framework to All India Financial 
Institutions (AIFIs) such as Export-Import Bank of India 
(EXIM Bank), the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (Nabard), National Housing Bank (NHB) 
and the Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI). 
 

RBI Issues Revised Framework for Scale-based 
Regulation of NBFCs  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued revised 
regulatory framework for scale-based regulation (SBR) 
for non-banking finance companies (NBFCs). The 
revised ceiling on initial public offering (IPO) funding will 
come into effect from 1st April, while its guidelines would 
come into force from 1 October 2022. 
 

Cairn Oil & Gas to invest $4 billion over a period of 
3-4 years: CEO Prachur Sah 
Vedanta Group’s oil exploration and production vertical- 
Cairn Oil & Gas will be investing $4 billion over a period 
of 3-4 years, its Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Prachur 
Sah said. 
 

 Eicher shareholders approve proposal to re-appoint 
Siddhartha Lal as MD 
Eicher Motor shareholders have approved a proposal to 
reappoint Siddhartha Lal as the company’s managing 
director for a period of five years with effect from May 1 
this year. 
 

VC deals in India more than double to $14.4 bn 
Venture capital (VC) investments in India more than 
doubled from its previous quarterly high of $6.7 billion in 
Q2 of calendar 2021 to $14.4 billion in Q3, according to 
KPMG’s Private Enterprise’s Venture Pulse report.   
 
ICICI Bank races past HUL in m-cap 
ICICI Bank crossed the market capitalisation of 
Hindustan Unilever to become the fifth largest company 
by market value. According to BSE data, ICICI Bank’s 
market capitalisation (m-cap) stood at ₹5.83 lakh crore, 
just above HUL’s ₹5.76 lakh crore. 
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Adani eyes infrastructure ventures in Sri Lanka 
The Adani Group will explore infrastructure partnerships 
in Sri Lanka, apart from developing a Colombo Port 
terminal, chairman Gautam Adani said following 
meetings with President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and PM 
Mahinda Rajapaksa  
 

Fino announces ₹1,200 crore initial share sale  
Fino Payments Bank announced a ₹1,200-crore initial 
public offering, which will include fresh issue of shares 
worth ₹300 crore. 
 

Govt invites applications for chief economic adviser 
post 
The Centre has invited applications for the post of chief 
economic adviser (CEA) to replace K.V. Subramanian, 
who will complete his three-year tenure next month. 
 

Central Bank Q2 net profit rises to ₹250 crore 
Central Bank of India has registered a 55.3% growth in 
Q2 net profit to ₹250 crore. Operating profit improved 
1.08% y-o-y to ₹1,401 crore.  
 

Axis Bank Q2 net jumps 86% to ₹3,133 crore 
Axis Bank Ltd. reported second quarter standalone net 
profit jumped 86% to ₹3,133 crore. Net Interest Income 
(NII) grew 8% yoy to ₹7,900 crore. 
 

Canara Bank Q2 net jumps to ₹1,333 crore 
Canara Bank reported a threefold jump in Q2 net profit to 
₹1,333 crore on the back of treasury and non-interest 
income besides higher cash recovery. 
 
Credit push: banks approve ₹11,168 cr. Loans 
Banks have sanctioned loans of ₹11,168 crore to about  
2 lakh borrowers under the credit outreach programme, 
FM Nirmala Sitharaman said. 
 
Saudi To Provide $4.2 Billion To Pakistan 
Saudi Arabia has agreed to provide $4.2 billion worth of 
assistance to cash-strapped Pakistan to support its 
economy, after Prime Minister Imran Khan held talks 
with Saudi Prince Mohammad bin Salman in Riyadh. 
 
Policybazaar parent firm’s IPO to open on Nov 1; 
price band set at ₹940-980/share 
PB Fintech, that operates online insurance platform 
Policybazaar and credit comparison portal Paisabazaar 
fixed a price band of ₹940-₹980 a share for its ₹5,710-crore 
initial share sale, which will open on November 1. 
 
Indian Overseas Bank net more than doubles 
Indian Overseas Bank’s (IOB) standalone net profit for 
the quarter ended September rose 154% to ₹376 crore 
due to ‘strong performance’. 
 
Adanis to exit from Myanmar investments 
Gujarat-based Adani Group said it has decided to exit 
from its investments in Myanmar by next year.No 
specific reason has been cited by the firm for the 
decision. The APSEZ has till now invested $151 million 
in International Container Terminal at Ahlone Port in 
Yanon region. 
 

Shaktikanta Das Reappointed as RBI Governor for 
Another Term of Three Years 
Shaktikanta Das has been reappointed as governor of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for another term of three 
years.    

Facebook changes parent company name to ‘Meta’ 
Facebook changed its corporate name to Meta. 
However, the change will apply only to the parent 
company and individual platforms like WhatsApp, 
Facebook and Instagram will retain their names. 
 

Centre releases final tranche of GST recompense 
loans 
The Union Government released ₹44,000 crores to the 
States and the Union Territories of an estimated 
compensation shortfall of ₹1.59 lakh crore through this 
mechanism this financial year. 
 

Indian Bank posts ₹1,089 cr. Q2 net profit 
Indian Bank reported a standalone net profit of 
₹1,089.17 crore for the quarter ended September 30, as 
against ₹412.28 crore during the same period last year. 
 

Govt appoints veteran banker K V Kamath as 
chairperson of ₹20,000-cr NaBFID 
The Union government  has announced the appointment 
of veteran banker K V Kamath as chairperson of the 
newly set up ₹20,000 crore development finance 
institution NaBFID to catalyse investment in the funds-
starved infrastructure sector.   
 

RBI approves appointment of Baldev Prakash as 
J&K Bank MD & CEO 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the 
candidature of Baldev Prakash as Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank for a period of three years.   
 

Jana Small Finance Bank Limited appoints  
Dr. Subhash C Khuntia as the Part-time Chairman 
Jana Small Finance Bank Limited announced the 
appointment of Dr. Subhash C Khuntia as the Part-time 
Chairman. 
 

Azim Premji is India's ‘most generous’ billionaire for 
2nd straight year  
Wipro founder Azim Premji has, for a second straight 
year, emerged as the country's “most generous” 
philanthropist billionaire, as he topped the Edelgive 
Hurun India Philanthropy List 2021. 
 

₹18,300-crore Paytm IPO to open on Nov. 8 
The ₹18,300-crore initial public offering (IPO) by One97 
Communications, the parent firm of Paytm, will open on 
November 8, valuing the company at close to $20 billion. 
 

Core sector growth decelerated to 7-month low of 
4.4% in September 
Output from India’s eight core sectors grew 4.4% in 
September, the slowest pace of year-on-year growth in 
seven months. That reversed two months of accelerating 
production, with August logging an expansion of 11.5%. 
On a sequential basis, September saw the second 
successive monthly decline in the Index of Eight Core 
Industries. 
 

JioPhone Next to hit stores on Deepavali 
The Jio Platform of Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL) and 
Google announced that the JioPhone Next smartphone, 
jointly designed by the two companies, would be made 
available at stores across the country from Deepavali. 
 

RBI eases current account rules for exposures less 
than five crore rupees 
The Reserve Bank of India eased Current Account Rules 
for bank exposures less than five crore rupees allowing 
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lenders to open current accounts, cash credit and 
overdraft facilities without any restriction. 
 

Yezdi Nagporewalla appointed KPMG India CEO 
Yezdi Nagporewalla has been appointed as the new 
chief executive of KPMG India for a four-year term 
commencing February 2022 and ending December 
2026.  
 

FinMin reforms public procurement to fast-
track projects, help MSMEs 
The finance ministry has initiated reforms in public 
procurement and project management to execute 
projects and provide payments to the micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) on time. 
 

Odisha announces full tax exemption for EVs, 
registration fee waiver 
The Odisha government announced full exemption of 
motor vehicles taxes and registration fees on electric 
vehicles (EVs) in the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
Alternative Nobel’ for Indian organization 
Delhi-based environmental organisation Legal Initiative 
for Forest and Environment (LIFE) has received the 
2021 Right Livelihood Award for its grassroots approach 
of empowering vulnerable communities to protect their 
livelihoods and claim their right to a clean environment.  
Other awardees include Cameroonian women rights 
activist Marthe Wandou, Russian environmental activist 
Vladimir Slivyak, and Canadian Indigenous rights 
defender Freda Huson. 
 

U.S. duo win Nobel Medicine prize for work on 
temperature and touch 
U.S. scientists David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian have 
won the 2021 Nobel Medicine Prize for discoveries on 
receptors for temperature and touch.   
 

Nobel physics prize goes to 3 for climate discoveries 
The Nobel Prize for physics has been awarded to 
scientists from Japan, Germany and Italy for climate 
models and the understanding of physical systems. The 
winners — Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and 
Giorgio Parisi. 
 

Nobel chemistry prize goes to duo who developed a 
tool for molecule building 
German Benjamin List and Scottish-born David MacMillan 
won the 2021 Nobel Prize in Chemistry   for developing 
new tools for building molecules that have helped make 
new drugs and are more environmentally friendly. 
 

Novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah wins Nobel prize for 
literature 
Tanzanian Novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah has won the 
2021 Nobel Prize in literature for his uncompromising 
and compassionate penetration of the effects of 
colonialism and the fate of the refugees in the gulf 
between cultures and continents.   
 

Journalists Maria Ressa, Dmitry Muratov win Nobel 
Peace Prize 
The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to journalists Maria 
Ressa of Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia for 
their fight for freedom of expression in their countries. 

3 economists win Nobel for research on wages, jobs 
Three U.S-based economists, David Card, Joshua 
Angrist and Guido Imbens have won the 2021 Nobel 
prize for economics for research on the impacts of 
minimum wage and for creating the scientific framework 
to allow conclusions to be drawn from such studies that 
can’t use traditional methodology. 
 

India sweeps FIH annual awards 
India swept the International Hockey Federation’s (FIH) 
annual awards. Harmanpreet Singh being crowned the 
'FIH Player of the Year' in the men's category, PR 
Sreejesh winning the 'Goalkeeper of the Year' award and 
the men's hockey chief coach Graham Reid getting the 
'FIH Coach of the Year' award. Former Indian women's 
hockey chief coach Sjoerd Marijne got the 'FIH Coach of 
the Year' award in the women's category. 
 

Henrietta Lacks, whose cells led to path-breaking 
medical advances, receives posthumous WHO award 
The World Health Organization honored the late Henrietta 
Lacks, whose cells have been used for innovative scientific 
research for decades, with an award in recognition of her 
contributions to the advancement of medical science.  
 

India's Recycling Project Bags Prince William's 
Earthshot Environment Prize 
A Delhi-based entrepreneur Vidyut Mohan’s agricultural 
waste recycling project Takachar was named among the 
winners of Prince William’s inaugural Earthshot Prize, 
dubbed the “Eco Oscars", at a gala ceremony in London. 
 

3 Men Win Million-Euro Literary Prize After Posing 
As Woman Author 
An acclaimed female author from Spain was recently 
revealed to be three men namely Agustín Martínez, 
Jorge Díaz and Antonio Mercero writing under a 
pseudonym. One of Spain's most popular crime writers, 
Carmen Mola, was awarded a million euros for winning 
the 2021 Premio Planeta literary prize. 
 

Jailed Russian opposition leader Navalny wins top 
EU prize 
Imprisoned Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny 
was awarded the European Union’s top human rights 
prize Sakharov Prize. 
 

Scorsese, Szabó to be honoured with Satyajit Ray 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
Hollywood veteran Martin Scorsese and celebrated 
Hungarian filmmaker Istevan Szabo will be honoured 
with the Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement award at this 
year’s International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Goa. 
 

Dr Randeep Guleria Conferred Lal Bahadur Shastri 
National Award For Excellence 
AIIMS Delhi Director Dr Randeep Guleria was honoured 
with the 22nd Lal Bahadur  Shastri National Award for 
Excellence for his pioneer and sustained contribution in 
the field of medicine and pandemic awareness. 
 

Zimbabwe's Dangarembga receives German peace prize 
Zimbabwean novelist and filmmaker Tsitsi Dangarembga 
was awarded the Peace Prize of the German Book 
Trade 2021 for her artistic work as well as her political 
commitment. 
 

Former NIO Scientist Dr. Nigam Selected for 
International Award 
Dr. Rajiv Nigam (Former Chief Scientist, CSIR-National 
Institute of Oceanography, Goa, India), Selected as 2022 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            11 
 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

(National and International) 

recipient of J.A. Cushman Award for Excellence in 
Foraminiferal Research. 
 

Rajinikanth presented 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
Actor Rajinikanth was presented the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award by Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu at the 67th 
National Film Awards ceremony in Delhi.  
 

Dhanush, for his lead role in Asuran, and Manoj 
Bajpayee, for Bhonsle, received the best actor award.  
 

Kangana Ranaut was awarded the best actor (female) 
award for her role in Manikarnika-The Queen of Jhansi 
(Hindi) and Panga (Hindi).  
 

Malayalam movie Marakkar Arabikkadalinte Simham 
received the best film award. 

 

Surat wins award for best public transport 
Surat won the award for the city with the best public 
transport system, while Kochi was judged the city with 
most sustainable transport system by the Union Housing 
and Urban Affairs Ministry.   
 

Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan to receive Global 
Leadership Award. 
The US India Business Council (USIBC) has chosen 
Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan as the recipient of its 
2021 Global Leadership Award.  
 

Karnataka Bank bags top award at 19th edition of 
Asia Pacific HRM Congress 
Karnataka Bank is conferred with the prestigious ‘Top 
Organizations with Innovative HR Practices’ award at the 
19th edition of Asia Pacific HRM Congress held on 
October 26 in Bengaluru. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dame Sandra Mason 
Barbados has elected its first ever president Dame 
Sandra Mason as it prepares to become a republic, 
removing Queen Elizabeth as head of state. 
 

Bala V Balachandran  
Bala V. Balachandran, management guru, educationist 
and founder of the Great Lakes Institute of Management, 
passed away in Chicago after a brief illness.  
 

Roger Hunt  
England's World Cup-winning striker Roger Hunt died. 
Hunt who scored three goals during England's victorious 
World Cup campaign on home soil in 1966. 
 

Fumio Kishida 
Fumio Kishida was officially elected as Japan's 100th 
Prime Minister after winning a majority of votes in both 
houses of parliament.   
 

Shakti Sinha 
Shakti Sinha, former bureaucrat and an academician 
who had served as  Private Secretary to former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, passed away.  
 

Subba Rao 
Veteran Gandhian leader Salem Nanjundaiah Subba 
Rao died after a prolonged illness.He was famous for his 
‘Shramdan’ (voluntary contribution of labour) activities 
and camps, with which a large number of youth were 
associated across the country. 
 

Mamady Doumbouya   
Colonel Mamady Doumbouya was sworn in as Interim 
President of coastal West African country of Guinea.  
 

V.M.M. Nair  
Vallilath Madhathil Madhavan Nair, a former diplomat of 
India, passed away.He was permanently allotted to the 
Indian Foreign Service on November 1, 1944. 
 

Arvind Trivedi  
Veteran actor Arvind Trivedi, best known for playing 
Ravan on the popular 1986 television series Ramayan , 
died following a heart attack. 
 

Abdul Qadeer Khan 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, known as the brain behind 
Pakistan’s nuclear programme,passed away. He was 
regarded by West as a dangerous renegade responsible 
for smuggling Nuclear technology to rogue states. 
 

Abolhassan Banisadr  
Abolhassan Banisadr, who became Iran’s first President 
following the country’s 1979 revolution, has died in Paris, 
where he lived for decades after fleeing his country. 
 

Nedumudi Venu 
National Award-winning actor Nedumudi Venu passed 
away. Known for his work in Malayalam and Tamil 
movies, Venu acted in over 500 movies. He won three 
National Film Awards, and six Kerala State Film Awards 
for his performances. 
 

Alexander Schallenberg 
Austria elected a new Chancellor named Alexander 
Schallenberg, two days after former leader Sebastian 
Kurz resigned amid corruption allegations.     
 

William Shatner 
Legendary Canadian actor William Shatner aged 90 has 
blasted into the space on Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin rocket 
thereby  becoming the oldest person to go to space. 
 

Farrukh Jafar  
Veteran actor Farrukh Jafar, known for her performance 
in films “Gulabo Sitabo" and “Sultan", died  at a hospital 
in Lucknow. She was 89. 
 

Gita Gopinath 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) chief economist will 
leave her post and return to Harvard University's 
economics department in January, the Fund announced. 
 

David Amess 
Veteran Conservative MP David Amess was killed while 
talking with voters at a church in the small town of Leigh-
on-Sea, east of London. 
 

Warnapura  
Sri Lanka’s first Test captain, who was hit with a 25-year 
ban for leading a rebel cricket team to South Africa in 
breach of an international boycott, died. 
 

James Michael Tyler: 
US actor James Michael Tyler, who most famously 
starred as Gunther in the TV sitcom Friends, has died 
aged 59.   
 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has cruised 
to victory for a second term in Presidential election.  
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Roh Tae-woo  
Former South Korean President Roh Tae-woo, a major 
player in a 1979 coup who later became president in  
a landmark democratic election before ending his 
tumultuous political career in prison, died. 
 

Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
Sudan’s top General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan defended 
the Army’s seizure of power, saying he had ousted the 
government of Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok to avoid 
civil war. 
 

Mako of Akishino 
Japanese Princess Mako of Akishino married a 
commoner without traditional wedding celebrations. 
The marriage to Kei Komuro cost Ms. Mako her royal 
status. 
 

M Krishnan Nair  
Eminent oncologist Dr M Krishnan Nair, who was the 
founding director of the Regional Cancer Centre, 
Thiruvananthapuram  passed away.. The recipient of 
Padma Shri had also served on the Expert Advisory 
Panel on Caner of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).   
 

Puneeth Rajkumar  
Kannada cinema star Puneeth Rajkumar, known for films 
such as “Appu”, “Veera Kannadiga” and “Maurya”, died 
following a massive heart attack. He won the national 
award for "the best child artist" earlier in his career.   
 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, one of the most 
prominent figures during the COVID-19 pandemic, is the 
sole candidate to lead the World Health Organization 
once his current term expires. 
 

SarahTaylor  
Former England wicket-keeper batter Sarah Taylor has 
become the first woman coach in men's professional 
franchise cricket after she was named assistant coach of 
Team Abu Dhabi for the Abu Dhabi T10 league 
beginning November 19. 
 

Ashley Mallett  
Former Australian Test spinner Ashley Mallett has died. 
Mallett played 38 Tests from his debut against England 
in 1968, taking 132 wickets at an average of 29.84. 
 

 
 
 
 

Rupinder and Birendra Lakra announce retirement 
Drag-flicker Rupinder Pal Singh and defender Birendra 
Lakra, who played crucial roles in the Indian hockey 
team’s historic bronze-winning campaign at the Tokyo 
Olympics, announced international retirements.   
 

Smriti Mandhana, first Indian women to score a Test 
hundred on Australian soil 
In a historic moment in women's cricket, Smriti 
Mandhana became first Indian woman to score a Test 
hundred on Australian soil. 
 

FIDE World women’s team chess title:India finishes 
with silver 
Russia stopped India 2-0 to regain the FIDE World 
women’s team chess title. For India, the silver is the first 
medal in this premier championship.   

Indian women dominate Australia in drawn day-night 
Test 
Indian women’s team put up a highly commendable 
performance, dominating Australia for the better part in its 
maiden Day/Night Test, which ended in a draw primarily 
due to inclement weather during the first two days. 
 

Indian teams claim four golds 
Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh beat teammates 
Shikha Narwal and Naveen 16-12 to clinch the mixed air 
pistol gold in the junior World Championship. The trio of 
Manu, Rhythm Sangwan, and Shikha beat Belarus 16-12 
to win the women’s team event.   
 

Marquez reigns at GP of the Americas 
Six-time MotoGP world champion Marc Marquez won his 
second race of the season with his seventh victory at the 
Grand Prix of the Americas.  
 

Junior World Championship: Naamya shoots sports 
pistol gold 
Fourteen-year-old Naamya Kapoor, competing 
internationally for the first time, won the women’s sports 
pistolgold.  
 

No hockey teams to CWG 
India pulled out of next year’s Birmingham Commonwealth 
Games’ hockey competition, citing COVID-19 concerns.     
 

Spanish NBA great Pau Gasol bids adieu 
Spanish basketball legend Pau Gasol officially put an 
end to his 22-year career. The two-time NBA champion 
announced his retirement from basketball.   
 

Anshu Malik becomes first Indian woman to win 
silver medal in World Wrestling Championships 
Anshu Malik has scripted history as she became the first 
Indian woman to win a silver medal in the World 
Wrestling Championships. Anshu lost to Olympic 
medallist Helen Maroulis of the USA. 
 

Neeraj Chopra’s javelin receives highest bid of ₹1.5 
cr in e-auction 
Olympic gold medalist Neeraj Chopra’s javelin has 
received highest bid of 1.5 crore rupees in e-auction of 
prestigious gifts and mementos presented to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
 

India clinches three more gold medals 
The team of Adarsh Singh, Vijayveer Sidhu, and Anish 
Bhanwala won the 25-metre rapid fire pistol team gold, 
beating Germany 10-2, in the junior World 
Championship. 
 

Turkish GP: Valtteri Bottas Wins Turkish Grand Prix  
Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas claimed his first 
chequered flag of the season to win the Turkish Grand 
Prix. 
 

Chhetri equals Pele, India beats Nepal 
Sunil Chhetri equalled the legendary Pele with his 77th 
international goal, his 83rd-minute strike helping India 
beat Nepal 1-0 and saving his side from the verge of 
elimination in the SAFF Championships. 
 

India finish ISSF Junior World Championships on 
top with 43 medals, including 17 golds 
India topped the International Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) Junior World Championship 2021 with 43 medals 
including 17 gold, 16 silver and 10 bronze. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Amy Hunter becomes world's youngest international 
centurion on her 16th birthday 
Ireland's Amy Hunter has become the youngest player to 
score a senior international century, hitting an unbeaten 
121 and taking her side to a win against Zimbabwe on 
her 16th birthday.  
 

Billion Cheers Jersey unveiled 
Claiming to be inspired by the fans, the ‘Billions Cheers 
Jersey’, the Indian cricket team’s jersey for the T20 
World Cup, was unveiled by MPL Sports.   
 

Chennai Super Kings beat Kolkata Knight Riders to 
win its 4th IPL title 
Chennai Super Kings beat Kolkata Knight Riders by  
27 runs to win its fourth IPL title in Dubai. .With this win, 
MS Dhoni led Chennai lift the IPL trophy for the fourth 
time, having previously won the tournament in 2010, 
2011, and 2018. 
 

India beat Nepal 3-0 to clinch SAFF Championship 
title for 8th time 
India clinched the South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) 
Championship for eighth time defeating Nepal 3-0 in Male. 
 

Thomas Cup 2021: Indonesia beats China to win first 
title in 19 years 
Indonesia beat defending champion China to win a 
record-extending 14th Thomas Cup title at the Ceres 
Arena in Aarhus, Denmark. 
 

Uber Cup 2021 Finals: China beats Japan 3-1, 
reclaims title 
China beat Japan 3-1 in a thrilling Uber Cup final in 
Aarhus, Denmark, to reclaim Uber Cup title. This is 
China's 15th Uber Cup title win in 19 finals. 
 

Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup kicks off with qualifiers 
in Oman 
The Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup began in Oman with 
qualifiers. The matches of the tournament are being played 
across four venues in the United Arab Emirates and Oman. 
 

Britain's Cameron Norrie Beats Nikoloz Basilashvili 
To Claim Indian Wells Title 
Cameron Norrie's breakthrough season reached a high 
point with a 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 win over Nikoloz Basilashvili to 
become the first Briton to win the ATP Indian Wells title. 
 

Chess: Pragg claims title in style 
R. Praggnanandhaa destroyed American Christopher 
Yoo 3-0 to win the $40,000 Julius Baer Challengers 
Chess Tour title.  
 

Golf: McIlroy reigns 
Rory McIlroy captured his 20th career USPGA title, firing 
a six-under 66 to win the CJ Cup in Las Vegas by one 
stroke over Collin Morikawa.  
 

MCC honour for Srinath, Harbhajan 
Harbhajan Singh and Javagal Srinath were among 18 
cricketers who were awarded honorary life memberships 
by the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC). 
 

Payas Jain becomes u-17 World No. 1 
Payas Jain became the World No. 1 in boys’ under-17 
rankings released by the International Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF). 
 

James Pattinson, Australian Fast Bowler, Retires 
From Test Cricket 
Australian fast bowler James Pattinson announced his 
retirement from Test cricket, just weeks before arch-
rivals England arrive to battle for the Ashes. 
 

Bhavani Devi, India's first Olympic fencer, wins 
Charlellville National Competition in France 
Fencer Bhavani Devi has won the Charlellville National 
Competition in France in the individual women’s sabre event. 
 

Commodore PK Garg appointed as new CEO of TOPS 
The Sports Authority of India has announced the appointment 
of the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme (TOPS), Commodore PKGarg. 
 

Edgbaston to host cancelled Test next July 
The fifth and final Test of the series at Old Trafford 
between England and India that was called off after a 
COVID-19 case in the Indian camp will be played in July 
2022 at Edgbaston, England’s cricket board (ECB) said. 
 

Quartararo wins MotoGP world title after Bagnaia 
crashes out at Misano 
Frenchman Fabio Quartararo (Yamaha) won his first ever 
MotoGP title after his closest rival Francesco Bagnaia 
(Ducati) crashed out of the Emilia-Romagna Grand Prix. 
 

Babar, Rizwan, Afridi crush Team Kohli as Pakistan 
ends World Cup losing streak against India 
Pakistan’s first World Cup win against arch-rival India 
came in the maiden group-stage match for both sides in 
the ongoing ICC T20 Men’s World Cup. Pakistan 
defeated tournament favourites India by 10 wickets. 
 

Max Verstappen holds on for United States GP win 
from charging Lewis Hamilton 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen fended off a late challenge 
from title rival Lewis Hamilton to win the US Grand Prix. 
 

United States Grand Prix: Jamie Chadwick wins W 
Series title in Austin 
Jamie Chadwick has secured a second W Series 
championship with victory over fierce title rival Alice 
Powell in the season finale at Austin, Texas. 
 

Lucknow, Ahmedabad new IPL franchises 
Lucknow and Ahmedabad formally joined the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) bandwagon after the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) awarded them the franchise rights.  
 

Pankaj Advani claims top spot 
Pankaj Advani stamped his supremacy with an all-win 
record and finished on a high in the GSC World Snooker 
Qualifiers, clinching the top position in the tournament. 
 

World Amateur Chess Championship – Peter Anand 
wins Gold & Nimmy secure Silver 
Puducherry based Peter Anand won the Under-2000 
World Amateur Chess Championship title at Rhodes 
Island – Greece while Nimmy A G of Kerala becomes 
Runner-Up in Women Category of Under-2300  
 

11 athletes recommended for Khel Ratna 
Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra, who became the second 
Indian to win an individual Olympic gold at the Tokyo 
Games, and silver medal-winning wrestler Ravi Dahiya 
were recommended along with nine others for the Major 
Dhyanchand Khel Ratna, the country’s highest sporting 
honour. 
 
 
 
 
NASA launches Landsat 9 Earth observation satellite 
The US space agency National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) successfully launched Landsat 9 
which is a powerful satellite built to monitor Earth's land 
surface.   
 



 

 

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd. (T.I.M.E.) HO: 95B, 2nd Floor, Siddamsetty Complex, Secunderabad – 500 003.  
                                                             
Tel : 040–40088400    Fax : 040–27847334    email : info@time4education.com     website : www.time4education.com                            14 
 

Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram hit by outage 
Facebook, Instagram and the widely used WhatsApp 
messaging service are gradually returning to normal after 
an hours-long global outage that disabled the Facebook-
owned social media platforms for some six hours.   
 

Russian film crew blasts off to make first movie in 
space 
In a historic first, Russia has launched an actor and a 
film director into space to make a feature film in orbit.   
 

India Joins High Ambition Coalition for Nature and 
People 
India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition for 
Nature and Peple, a group of more than 70 countries 
encouraging the adoption of the global goal to protect 
30x30. This coalition aims to promote an international 
agreement to protect at least 30 % the of world's land 
and ocean by 2030. 
 

India invited to become full-time IEA member 
International Energy Agency (IEA) has invited India, the 
world’s third-largest energy consumer, to become its full-
time member — a proposal, if accepted, will require New 
Delhi to raise strategic oil reserves to 90 days’ requirement. 
 

Global Hunger Index 2021: India slips to 101st spot 
India has slipped to the 101st position among 116 
countries in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 from its 
2020 ranking (94).   
 

Tuberculosis deaths rise for the first time in more 
than a decade due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
The COVID-19 pandemic has reversed years of global 
progress in tackling tuberculosis and for the first time in 
over a decade, TB deaths have increased, according to the 
World Health Organization’s 2021 Global TB report. 
Tuberculosis killed roughly 1.5 million people in the first 
year of the COVID-19 pandemic, up from 1.4 million in 
2019. 
 

Research centre for Indian art set up in Zurich museum 
Museum Rietberg, based in Zurich, Switzerland, has 
established a unique research centre and fellowship 
programme with a focus on Indian art. The GBF Centre 
is meant for scholars, curators, and artists who 
specialise in Indian painting. 
 

Pak Among Top 10 Nations With Largest External 
Debt Stocks: World Bank Report 
Pakistan is among the top 10 countries that possess the 
largest external debt stocks and became eligible for the 
Debt Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI) in the 
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Indian Passport Slips By 6 Places To 90th In The 
World's Ranking 
India’s rank has slipped by six places from last year to 
90 on the Henley Passport Index 2021, which lists the 
world’s most travel-friendly passports. Japan and 
Singapore hold the first rank on the passport index. 
 

Bangladesh- UN sign MoU on relocation of Rohingya 
refugees to Bhashan Char island 
The Government of Bangladesh and the United Nations 
signed an MoU for the relocation of Rohingya refugees to 
the newly developed facility at  the Bhasan Char Island. 
 

Gandhi Museum inaugurated at Noakhali in Bangladesh 
On the occasion of the 152 birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, the renovated Gandhi Museum was inaugurated 
at the historic Gandhi Ashram Trust at Noakhali in 
Bangladesh. 

Key UN biodiversity summit opens in China 
A key UN summit tasked with protecting biodiversity 
opened in China, as countries meet to protect 
ecosystems and prevent mass extinction weeks before 
the COP26 climate conference. 
 

Nasa launches Lucy spacecraft, first space mission 
to study Trojans Asteroids 
Nasa launched Lucy spacecraft, the first space mission 
to study the Trojans Asteroids. Lucy will journey for 12 
years, observing one main belt asteroid and seven 
Trojan asteroids. 
 

Russians land after first movie shoot in space 
A Russian actress and a film director returned to Earth 
after spending 12 days on the International Space 
Station (ISS) shooting scenes for the first movie in orbit. 
 

India Occupies Top Spot Globally in Emissions 
Related to Crop Burning 
India is ranked at the top in emissions related to crop 
burning, accounting for 13 per cent of total global emissions 
for the 2015-2020 period, according to a new report 
released by climate tech startup Blue Sky Analytics. 
 

India ranks 40th out of 43 global pension systems, 
as per survey 
India has ranked 40th out of 43 pension systems across 
the world in the 2021 Mercer CFS Global Pension Index 
survey. Iceland was ranked highest with an overall index 
value of 84.2 while Thailand had the lowest overall index 
value at 40.6. 
 

India at 71st on Global Food Security index 2021 of 
113 nations 
India is ranked at 71st position in the Global Food Security 
(GFS) Index 2021 of 113 countries. Ireland, Australia, the 
UK, Finland, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Canada, Japan, 
France and the US shared the top rank with the overall GFS 
score in the range of 77.8 and 80 points on the index. 
 

India facing more risk of heat extremes: report 
India has become 15% more vulnerable to extremes of 
heat than in 1990, according to the Lancet Countdown 
on Health and Climate Change. 
 

South Korea launches its first homegrown space rocket 
South Korea has launched its first homegrown rocket, known 
as ‘‘Nuri’’ stepping up the country's ambitions in space. 
 

Over 700,000 people displaced by the worst floods to 
hit South Sudan in decades: UN 
The United Nations says more than 700,000 people 
have been displaced by the worst floods to hit South 
Sudan in decades. 
 

China successfully launches satellite to test space 
debris mitigation technology 
China successfully launched a new satellite named 
Shijian-21 to test and verify space debris mitigation 
technologies. 
 

France launches state-of-art military 
communications satellite 
France has successfully launched a military satellite 
named, ‘‘Syracuse 4A’’ satellite designed to allow all of 
France's armed forces across the globe to communicate 
swiftly and securely. 
 

New book by US-based Indian journalist narrates 
rise of 'phenomenal' Kamala Harris 
The book titled “Kamala Harris: Phenomenal Woman” 
authored by a Washington DC-based Indian journalist 
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and author Chidanand Rajghatta will hits the stands later 
this month, throws some previously unknown facts about 
Kamala Harris. 
 

Tamil film 'Koozhangal' is India’s official entry to the 
Oscars 2022 
Tamil film 'Koozhangal', has been announced as India’s 
official entry to the Oscars 2022. Directed by debutant 
Director P.S. Vinothraj, 'Koozhangal' tells the story of an 
alcoholic father and his son and their journey to bring 
back the mother, who has left the home. 
 

South Korea Completes Construction Of World's 
Largest Hydrogen Fuel Cell Power Plant 
South Korea has completed the construction of the 
world's largest hydrogen fuel cell power plant, which 
holds the capacity to provide electricity to nearly 250,000 
households per year. 
 

U.S. returns 250 antiquities to India 
U.S. authorities has returned about 250 antiquities to 
India in a long-running investigation of a stolen art 
scheme. The items, worth an estimated $15 million. 
 

4 Indian universities led by IISc Bangalore make it to 
the Times Higher Education Reputation Rankings 2021 
Four Indian universities led by IISc Bangalore make it to 
the Times Higher Education 2021 Reputation Rankings. 
Indian Institute of Science Bangalore climbs into the top 
100 (91-100 band), leading among the Indian institutes. 
IIT Bombay climbs two ranking bands to 126-150th.  
IIT Madras retains its place in the 176-200 band while  
IIT Delhi (176-200) appears in the table for the first time. 
 

Saudi Arabia aims to reach zero-net emissions by 2060 
Saudi Arabia aims to reach zero-net emissions by 2060 
and more than double its annual target to reduce carbon 
emissions. 
 

World Vegetarian Day: 01 October 
World Vegetarian Day is observed annually on October 1 
globally to raise awareness about the ethical, environmental, 
health, and humanitarian benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle.  
 

International Day of Older Persons: 01 October 
International Day of Older Persons is observed globally 
on 1st October every year.   
 

NationalWildlife Week on 02 to 08 October 2021 
National Wildlife Week is annually celebrated across 
India between 2nd to 8th October with an aim to protect 
and preserve the flora and fauna of India.  
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE: October 2nd 

The United Nations observes the International Day of 
Non-Violence on 2nd October which is the birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, a leader of India’s 
freedom movement and a pioneer of the philosophy of 
Non-Violence.  
 

Indian Air Force Day observed on 08 October 
Indian Air Force Day is celebrated every year by the 
Indian Air Force on the 8th of October. The IAF was 
established on October 8, 1932. 
 

World Migratory Bird Day 2021: 09 October 
Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
officially celebrated twice in a year since it started in 
2006. In 2021, the WMBBD falls on May 08, 2021, and 
October 09, 2021. 
 

World Post Day: 09 October 
World Post Day is celebrated each year on 9 October, 
the anniversary of the establishment of the Universal 
Postal Union in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. 
 

World Mental Health Day: 10th October 
The World Health Organisation recognises World Mental 
Health Day on 10 October every year.  
 

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 
observed on October 13 
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction is observed 
annually on 13 October. The day is observed to promote a 
culture of disaster reduction and risk awareness globally. 
 

International Day of Rural Women: 15 October 
The International Day of Rural Women is observed 
globally on 15 October each year. The Theme of the 
International Day of Rural Women, 2021 is “Rural 
women cultivating good food for all”. 
 

World Student’s Day 2021: 15 October 
World Student’s Day is celebrated every year on October 
15. This day is celebrated in honour of the birth anniversary 
of the former President of India, late Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. 
 

World Food Day: 16 October 
World Food Day is being celebrated every year on October 
16 to commemorate the date of the founding of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation(FAO) in 1945. 
 

July 18 to be observed as Tamil Nadu Day 
Tamil Nadu government announced that July 18 would be 
observed as Tamil Nadu Day. July 18 was the day on which 
a resolution moved by then Chief Minister C.N. Annadurai 
was adopted in the State Legislative Assembly to rename 
the then Madras Presidency as Tamil Nadu in 1967. 
 

Police Commemoration day: 21st October 
Police Commemoration Day is observed on 21st October 
every year to honor the loyalty and supreme sacrifice of 
police personnel for the nation. 
 

International Snow Leopard Day: 23 October 
Every year, October 23 is observed as International 
Snow Leopard Day. This day commemorates the 
anniversary of the Bishkek Declaration. Snow Leopard is 
found in 12 countries. They are India, Nepal, Bhutan, 
China, Mongolia, Russia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
 

United Nations Day: 24th October 
United Nations Day is observed on 24th October every year. 
On this day in 1945, the UN Charter entered into force. 
 

ITBP celebrates its 60th Raising Day on 24th October 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police, ITBP on 24th October 
celebrated its 60th Raising Day. Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
Force (ITBPF) is a Central Armed Police Force functioning 
under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 
 

World Cities Day: 31st October 
The United Nations General Assembly has designated 
the 31st of October as World Cities Day.   The global 
theme of World Cities Day 2021 is “Adapting cities for 
climate resilience”. 
 

National Unity Day: 31st October 
The Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day is 
observed every year on October 31 since 2014, to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of the Iron Man of 
India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  


